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The l~ss deY8loped countries ( LCCS) are promin~ntly 
s~rieulturel in eharecter. The econ~mic develop~ent or 
th~s- c~untries 1a id4'ntit1~d with th4!ir ind ustrial1aatlon• 
Since th~ b~:!:inning nr the planned economic develo[:.~ent in 
India, emphseis has been laid on t~e raf'id 1ndustrtalis"lt1on 
or th~ country. !he a .gricultural e~et.or h~s also been 
r~c~ivin <:- gr~at~r emphasis durin~ the auceeasive F'1•e Year 
Plans. ~·· • have tried to h1~hl1ght . the sii::ni!icant role 
that a~rieultur~ plays in aecelsrst1ng az~d ~romoting tt-e 
•;rocess of ~eonom1e develOi-l!ient or our eour~trr• Along 
with t!-·e indu$trial devf"loj.J-ment then must be con.currflnt 
developr'1ent · ()f a~r1culture• Hence we t:ave prOiJOW.ded for 
c,neurrent ,rowth thPsta as in tr& ease of Ja{:•an. In tbe 
process of f'&ricultursl dev~lo~ment some changes in the 
production structure are boWld to occur in respons., to 
econO'!''iic demd('lf.;"i" en~. tt. ~t a~~ricultural sector t1as to 
provid~ Fi~e~u~tt! amount or food ~nina for tt:e gro~ing POfU• 
lation in . tt ~ urban sreas and tl-.e 8€r1cultural sector must 
also ~nsur~ nd~cuate supplies or raw ~at~rials for a~ro
hss!d industries. 

'rt:9 prPsFmt study refers to the ~gional development 
anti ehsnging a .~r,r1 cultural productlt>n .Plitt ern of :3atara, 
s~nP-"li and Kolhapur districts as these three districts 
e~ntribut~ tl':· ~ mf.'st f~rtil~ b-.lt 'lrea of the State of 
f"eharashtr!~e Th8 a chen"& ot tl'!e study l:ae be,.,.n d1 vided 
into seven ch1pters. 

The · first c~apter deals lli'ith the role or &~rleulture 
in tr~ process ("tr Pconornic deY~lo~m .. nt in g~.nerel• It 
also pr~s~nts methodolo~y and eome or dat3 us•d for the 
study. 1::~ h!v~ 1JSS1l'n~ri 19~0·51 as tt:e b~S8 year . et~d 
hAve! w,.,rk~ O'Jt the index nu.rr.bers tor thf!.' area, output and 
yield for f"od. gnti nonf{'od crops of every individual 
district ~r.d of tl-~ r.,~ion as a whol'!• ·\'I! h•ve Also "'ork~d 
out tl-; fll enn·J~l c~pr,)\md lf"'"''th r~t~s for such periods 11nd 
for tt-~ w'!'-ole r:~riod und~r N.tf-.r~nce• To obt~in tt,f!t annual 
e"'mmpounci :::-rowth rattts, t.h• ex,t.>on9r;.tial eun·~ "·as !itt@d to 
th~ d~ttJ b~~ th~ lfltast s(luar8 meth,.,d. 

Thtll are1, outp11t and yield data car diff'ergnt cro~s 
11av~ been collected trom th~ ·;;e,.aon and Cro,il fe~orts and 
F41trforrn~nce fitld ~~ts or t.l!~ Govemment of ~·~harashtrn• 

•' I 

Cha~ter II deals \'\ith t:t:e land utilisat14:)n pattern 
of th~ thr~e d 1 stri cts and t,_,e r@gion. \{e have ar...alysP.d 
th~ b@~avi~ur or the varlous l~~Jnd use categort-.a. 11:@ area 
not av~ilsl:le for cultl,•ation l':ae incr~~eed• Ctl:~r W!cult1-
""t~d l~nd · eete'~.,ry t!9s also 1ner~ased • Des..-1te this, tt:e 
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