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EREFACE

The Indian Constitution provides for the promotion,
wvith special eare, of the educational and economic
interests of the scheduled castes and their protection
from social injustice and all forms of discrimination.
However, in spite of all the constitutional protections
and social efforts and welfare schewes, the scheduled
castes still continue to suffer from various social dis~
abilitiess Untouchability 1is still being practised,
often in a gevere wanner, particularly in rupal areas.
The subject of the present study is the eondition of the
scheduled castes in rural Maharashtra.

The Jati-Nirmulan Sanstha (society for the eradieca~
tion of castes) of Poona, as its name implies, vworks
towards the eradication of the caste systems 7The or=
ganisation 1s thus vitally interested in the welfare of
the scheduled caste population. In order to see what
further wolfare programmes could be suggested the Jatie
Nirpulan Sanstha conducted a comprehensive survey of 6434
scheduled caste families in 230 villages over eight
districts in Maharashtra in the months of lMay and June
1970, The survey was initiated in the Gsndhi Ccntemary
Year and was carried out with the help of workers of
'Raghtra Seva Dal‘® and Harifan Sevak Sangh, Maharashtra.
The Gokhale Institute provided assistance in the pre~
paration of schedules and seiectton of samplesy and in
arranging eome elementary training of the field in~
vestigatorse The field work was organlded in 230
villsges by Shri Shirubhau Limye of J ati=Kirmulan Sangtha
and UreRelNeAmbike of iaghtra teva Dal, Poona, After
the collection of data the Gokhale Institute also



provided help in the processing of the data and in the
preparation of the report. In the Institute, the work
was walnly entrusted to me. ,

The Indian Council of Soclal Scicnces Resoart;h,
(ICSSR) Hew Delhi extended finmancial assistance to meet
the expenditure on tabulation and the preparation of |
the report,

I am grateful to Prof.A.R.Kamat, Gokhale Ingtitute
of Politics and Economics,Poona, who read the draft
report and made msny valuable suggestionsge

Gokhale Institute of G M, Gare
Politics & Economics,
Poona k1l OOM

March, 1973
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