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- REVIEW OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE OF THE ADMII\«STRATION
REPORT OF THE MUNICIPAL COMMISSIONER FOR THE.
CI'I'Y OF BOMBAY FOR THE YEAR 1946-41 '

The Mumclpal Comimissioner’s Administration Report for the year I946~47 glves in detall thc.
workmg of the Mumclpal Departments for the year. under review.

2.. Mr.Mahomedbhoy I. 'M.Rowjee wasthe Mayor of Bombay during the year. Mr. Dahyabhau

: V. Patel was the Chairman of the Standing Commlttee and Mr. K. A. Subra-

Corporation. . maniap was the Chairman of the Improvements Commlttee Mr Ganpati-

shankar N. Desai was the Chairman of the Schools Committee during the year S .
" The personnel constltutlng these bodtes at the end of the year is set forth at pages 2 and 3 of the _

]

report. ‘
’ 3. Mr U.M. ercbandam, LCS., continued to hold the ofﬁce of the MumclpaI Con‘lmIssmner
fill 21lst May. 1946 after 'which he proceeded on leave.; During his abserice,
Commissione!‘ Mt.N. V. Modak, C.1.E., was appeinted to act as Municipal Comimissioner which
‘ office he he]dtlllletSeptember 1946.; *Mr. B. K. Patel, 1.¢:s., was then appoint
ed as Commlssloner vide Mr. erchandam, transferred, and held that offlce dunng the remalmﬁa perlod‘
of the year, . » ‘

4 Though the World War II wasg over much before the year corﬂmenced the cond}trons created
thereby had not given place to pre-war levels. Consequently, the.cost of Mum— ’
 Financial. , cipal administration along with the general trend of prices also showed an up-
ward trend. The Corporation had therefore tp Impose additional 2 per. centa' '
General Tax which vhs recovered at 14 pur cent, from lands and bujldings in the City during the year

of report. The rates of other taxation remained unchanged during the year..

5. The Opening Balance, which was estimated at Rs. 19.12 lacs actun]ly amounted to Rs 60 20
lacs after the accounts of the prevtous year were closed this was less by Rs. 8.88
lacs than the actual of the previous year, viz., Rs. 69.08 lacs, Theactual income
of Rs. 536.81 lacs for the year showed an improvement by Rs. 29 43 lacs over the Budget Estlmates
of Rs.507.38 lacs and also an improvement by Rs.49.44 lacs overthe last year's actual of Rs. 487,37 lacs.
The actual expenditure of Rs. 511.92 lacs was moré only by Rs. 3 35 lacs than the Budgei Estimates of
Rs. lacs and by Rs. 18.79 lacs than the actuals for tha previous year, viz., Rs. 493.13 lacs. - These
variationsyn Income and Expenditure for the year converted the estimated deﬁclt of Rs 1.18 ]acs intoa:
surplus of Rs. 24.89 lacs, leaving at the close of the year a handsome balance of Rs, 85.09 lacs against the
Clesing Balance of Rs. 63.32 lacs in the last year. Afler recoupment of Advances ot Rs. 34, 9] lacs
the Closing Balance stood at Rs. 50.19 lacs.

The improvement of actial income over the Budget Estlmates amountlng to Rs 2043 lacs was
duc to increased realisations under several service heads. The prmcrpal Increases werg under (?) Gene-
ral Tax by Rs. 3.60 lacs due to revision of rateable values of properties and erections raised by Military
Authorities; (/7)) Water Works by Rs. 9.76 lacs due to increased quantity of water supplied by meter
measurement, (iii) Street Cleansing artd Canservancy by Rs. 3.38 lacs from Tax on value, carresponding ;
foincrease in General Tax; (iv) Roads, Drains and Sewers by Rs. 2.44 facs due to recovery of tax from»'
vehrcles which had hitherto esceped taxations: (v) Markets and Slaughter Houses by Rs. 3.67 lacs due to
increase of stallage charges, squatters’ fecs, etc., and (vi) Interestand Profit on Investment of MunlClpar
funds by Rs. 3.49 lacs due to large balances avallable for Investment and better average Tate of fnterest
realized than anticipated. . ‘ . D

Varijations m Income.

The sale proceeds of Munlcnpal surplus land amounted to Rs. 5 04 Ia(.s and as that amount fell-
short by Rs. 4,96 lacs of Rs. 10 lacs to be credited to revenue on this account, the dgﬁcnt was.met by
transfer of Rs. .45 lac from the Land Sales Reserve Fund by transfer of i investments and by recoupment'
of Rs. 4.51 lacs out of the amount advanced from this Fund for ﬁna,nclng Capltal expenditure; The
ba]ance m the Fund at the close of the year was Rs. 10.39 lacs against Rs. 14.91 lacs and Rs. 19.96 lacs’
in the previous two yéars. . This balance may be absorbed by the revehue account within the next two
years and thereafter the Corporation will have to be prepared to meet the deficit on th}s account, from
other sources. The area of surplus Municipal land available for sale Was about 42,352 squate yards the :
;pproxlmale value of which was estimated at Rs. 4.84lacs. - -~ . !

6. The actual expenditure for the year amounted to Rs. 51 l 92 lacs whlch wes more by Rs 3, 35

lacs than the budgeted expenditure,- 'However, the final sanctioned grants

 Variations " in ~ Ex- aggregated to Rs, 586.32 lacs including unexpended grants of Rs. 22.31" lacs,

Benditure. - of the previous years renewed for expendi.ure during the year and additional

grants of Rs. 55.57 lacs sanctjoned durmg the year. The transfers from one Budget head to anothen

without affecting the total Budget J)rowsxon amounted to Rs. 25.48 lacs against Rs. 6.37 lacs, Rs. 11. or'

lacs, Rs. 9.44 lacs and Rs. 5.68 lics during the last four years. Sucha heavy totat arount of transfers
requires some explaratnon from the Executive. { With these heavy variations'in Budget grants, the \s

Standmg Comnjittee will have to be more crmca m scrunmzmo Budget proposals which. admnt of

[T ‘_\‘
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such transfel:> The percentages of establishment proper and of labour establishment on the total
expenditure Worked out to 14.11 and 8.64 respectively. ' :

7. The Opening Balance on 1st April 1946 on account of Loan Funds excluding the Trust
Funds amounted to Rs. 8.72 lacs against Rs, 7.61 lacs, Rs. 9.27 lacs, Rs. 17.30
lacs and Rs. 11.42 lacs in the previous four years, * During the year the amount
of new loan raised was only Rs. 36.50 lacs against Rs. 75 lacs proposed in the Budget Estimates. Thus,
the total amount available for expenditure on Loan Works during the year was Rs. 45.22 lacs against
which the expenditure incurred amounted to Rs. 31.57 lacs, leaving an unspent balance of Rs. 13.65 lacs
at the close of the year. ‘ .
The Budget Estimates of expenditure to be met out of Loan and Trust Funds for the ‘year were
Rs. 68.70 lacs and the Revised Estimates were increased to Rs. 84.59 lacs.. But the Standing Committee
note with great disappointment that the actual expenditure incurred amounted to only Rs, 26.60 lacs.
The actuals thus fell short of the Budget and the Revised Estimates by 61 per cent. and 69 per cent.
respective]y_ \The Standing Committee note Wlth regr et_tbat their comments about these great dis-
parities in the estimated and the actual expenditure appear to have received scant attention of the Exe-
cut-ive, who continue to ask for more and more grants out of the Loan Funds.\ In the near future the
- Cor‘poratiqn‘will be embarking on very exxensive _lgan works schemes and if tifis tendency of the Execu-
tive is left unbriddled, they may put‘the Corporation to heavy debt charges with no good result to the
public in the shape of improved services. .
At the commencement of the year the outstanding debt was Rs. 12,95.03 lacs. Fresh amount
of loan raised and added to the outstanding total was Rs. 36.50lacs. Deductingthe amount of Rs. 76.41
lacs repaid during the year, the outstanding debt t the close of the year on Municipal account amounted
to Rs. 12,55.12 lacs. o A _
’ 8. The book value of investments of the Sinking Fundat the beginning ofthe year was
) Rs. 339,88 lacs, ic which were added the amcunts of Rs. 14.06 Jacs and Rs. 19.51
. Sinking Fund. lacs, respectively, for interest, etc., realizations and Sinking Fund instalments
making up a total of Rs. 373.45lacs. Qut of this total an amount of Rs. 25.97 lacs was withdrawn for
repayment of loans, leaving a balance of Rs. 347.48 Jacs at the close of the year. The value of securities
held in the Sinking Fund Account on the basis of market value on 31st March 1947 including accrued
interest and cash exceeded the actual amount required by Rs, 29.94 lacs.CA draft Bill to amend the
Municipal Act to enable the Corporation to utilise the surplus accumulations for general Municipat
purposes was submitted to Government early in 1944, but till now nothing has been done by(%em_
ment to legislate in the matte_r.’\, . ‘ : ’_

Loan Works,

9. Thetotal income during the year under this Account was Rs. 103.70 lacs against Rs. 100.96

- . lacs, Rs. 102 Jacs and Rs. 95.45 lacs in the previous three years. The actual

Improvement Schemes experditure against this account aggregated to Rs. 104.32 lacs against Rs~102.05
General Accooat, lacs; Rs. 99,53 lacs and Rs. 97.95 lacs in the previous three years.

Tl:le ex-Trust Loan liabilities at the beginning of the year 2monnted to Rs, 15,77.68 lacs, against
- - 15,83.66 lacs; Rs. 16,12.81 lacs and Rs. 16,17.88 lacs at the commencement of the
" previous three years. No loan was raised during the year but an amount of
Rs. 5.91 lacs was repaid of which Rs. 5.61 lacs were repaid to Government in respect of advance taken
from them and Rs. 30 lac to the debenture holders.. The outstanding liability at the close of the year
was thus reduced to Rs, 15,71.77 lacs of which the habilities io Government amount to Rs, 837.58 lacs.

The Opening Balance in this account was Rs. 154.13 lacs against Rs. 130.60 lacs and Rs. 118,08

L lacsin the previous two years. Receipts from sale proceeds of lands and Bﬁildings

Capital Accounts. . ing the year amounted to Rs. 20.99 Jacs agamst Rs. 28.88 lacs and Rs. 36.12

lacs in the previous two years. The total funds available during the year were Rs. 175.12 lacs against

which the expenditure amounted to Rs. 3.40 lacs agarnst Rs. 3.72 lacs in the previous year. The deficit

of Rs. .62 lac in the General Account was met from the Capital Account. * The unspent balance at the
close of the year amounted to Rs. 170.80 lacs. : ~

" The balance in the beginning of the year in the Sinking Fund amounted to Rs. 370 lacs. The
_ . .. . additions made to the funds during the year by way of Interest, etc., realisation
Sinking Fund in the 4d Sinking Fund instalments, respectively, amounted to Rs. 16.58 lacs and
l;clc’:i::?‘“t Schemes' 570 lacs. Asno amount was withdrawn from the Fund for repayment during
the year, the total amount at the close of the year increased to Rs. 392,30 lacs.
Valuing the securities of the Sinking Fund investments at par, the market value of the Investments
comesto Rs. 395.99]acs, which'together with the amount of interest accrued upto 31st March 1947 bring -
the total to Rs. 397.29 lacs against Rs. 336.31 lacs which should have actually accumulated. Thus the
excess in the Sinkéng Fund Investment in the Improvement Schemes Account amounted to Rs, 60.97

lacs. . -

“"""10," The General Tax levied on properties in ihe City was inCreased by 1 per cent. for the year
o 1945-46. “During the year of report, the tax was further raised by 2 per cent. -
“Taxation, Demand, 3nd was levied at 14 per eent: while other rates and taxes remained the same as
f::l”“““d Outstand- . the previous year. except slight variations in the rates charged for supply of

’ water by meter measurement. The latter rates ranged between Annas 10 and

Loan Accounts,
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Rs. 3 according to the nature of properties and the pufpose for V:fl‘lich water was used. The d;sputc
between the Municipality on one hand and the Textile and other Mills as also the Royal Westérn India-
Turf Club, Ltd., on the other hand in respect of rates charged to them, for water supplied by meter -
measurement were setiled by suitable reduction in-the rates on.both the mstitutions agreeing to with-"
draw the suits and appeals filed by them against the Corporation. ' T e

At the close of the year 50,796 properties against 50,5715 49,631 and 49,016 in the last three years »
respectively, were shown on the Assessment Register. Of the 50,796 properties, only 41,746 were
assessed to General Tax, 1,591 were exempted' 2,998 were not taxed being small plots of vacant lands
etc. and 3,378 were Municipal plots. Of the total number on the Register. 30,525 were classified
buildings for residential purposes. There were increases of 1,381, 301 and 90 in the total number of
single-room and double-room tenements and flats or blocks over the respective numbers of the previcus ™

year. The total number for each group during the year of report was 2,38,282; 52,370 and 40,630, °

respectively, against 2,36,901; 52,069 and 40,540, in the previous year. . . . .

' The total number of residential units was 3,12,156 of wl;ich 90 per cent. were of rent Be]ow:ﬁ
Rs. 40 per.month, 8 per cent. between Rs. 40 and Rs. 100 per month and 1.9 per cent. between Rs. 100 -
and Rs. 500 per month. * . N \ o

The total number of non-residential units.'];vas 55, 149, of which 53 per c;nt. We?e L;I;w Rs 30
per month, 19.3 per cent. between Rs.30and Rs.50 per month, 19.2 per cent. between Rs.50and Rs, 150

per month and 7.1 per cent. between Rs. 150 and Rs, 750 per month,” - -

With the increase in the number of properties liable to Property Taxes, the rateable value of
properties at the close of the year- also showed an improvement, being Rs.  17,14,40,860. against
Rs. 16,71,69,555; Rs. 16,00,98,370; and Rs. 15,93,54,514 ori the corresponding dates in the preceding
3 years. In spite of increase in the total rateable value the per capita value worked outto Rs; 64-11-0-

against Rs.72-11-0; Rs. 69-10-0; and Rs.69-5-0in the preceding three ‘years.  This reduction, it is
presumed, was on the basis of a large increase in the population inthe City, . - R
The rebate of one anna in a rupee granted in the payment of wheel tax from hack victorias, labour

and hand cartsin the previous year for payment of tax for the whole year in on¢ lump sum was continued .
during the year under report. 4 | . o :
 The total number of vehicles and animals taxed during the year including those taxed under the-

PublisConveyarce Act, viz., 3,877 was 30,063 against 30,058; 29,248 and 23,931 in the previous three -

f this total number the largest number for one particular class was 11,584 for motor cars -

h)

years. |
(including 1,216 taxis) and the smallest number was 17 for Ponies. . - = -

In all 88,309 bills of Property Taxes were issued during the year for a gross demand of Rs. 475.96
Jaes against Rs.408.33 lacsin the previous year. The collections during the yearamounted to Rs. 415.18
Jaes which worked out to 88.14 per cent, of the demand. The cutstanding amount at the close of the
year was Rs. 55.87 lacs against Rs. 41.83 lacs in the previous year giving. a percentage of 11,86 against
10.36 of the last year. . e . o o

For the collection of Wheel Tax 94,773 bills were issued during the year for a gross demédnd of
Rs. 20.71 lacs against Rs. 19.26 lacs of the previous year.. The collections amounted to Rs. 16.62 Jacs
against Rs. 15.74 lacs of the last year which worked out to 82.24 per cent. of the demand against the
percentage of 86.07 of the previous year.. . - ~ . ‘, ‘ .

vt

- The total outstanding of the Property and Wheel Taxes which at the end of the year amounted
to Rs. 59.46 lacs were increased by Rs. 2.02 lacs on account of bulls issued for the supply of water by
meter measurement to Government properties during the year under repori. 'These outstandings were
reduced to Rs. 40.75 lacs on 30th June 1947, partly due to recovery of bills and partly to cancellation of
demand. ’{ Of these outstandings, there is an amount of Rs. 3,76 lacs due from Government in lieu of
* General Tax from 1934.35 to 1946-47 in respect of Military and Police Hospitals. Government claims a -
total exemption from payment of this amount on the grounds of exemption granted to other Hospitals
run by Government for the public as a result of a High Court decision. - Last year’ s outstanding of
Rs. 8.24 lacs from Government of India for premises requisitioned or structures constructed by them
has increased to Rs. 13,36 lacs. Government have now agreed to refer the matter to High Court for
opinion by way of a stated casé. T'he Standing Committee are constrained to find such large outstand-
ings against Government and their reluctance to pay them. Military end Police Hospitals are run by
Government exclusively for personnel of those services and they cannot stand on par with public hos-
pitals. Perhaps, the maintenance of those Hospitals form an integral part of the service conditions-of
those personnel and as such are to be grouped in the category of private hospitals. * The Standing Com-
mittee once again as in the last year's review express a hope that these disputes will soon be settled in
favour of the Corporation, as otherwise the Corporation will suffer loss of their legigmate tevenues, )

Against the demand of Re: 321,30 lacs against private ratepayers, the outstaniding at the close
of the year were Rs. 15,06 lacs i.e. 469 per cent. as against 4.7. and 3.2 per cent. in the previous twe
years. This increasesin percentage is mainly due to the difficulty of collections experienced in the
second half of the year on account of disturbed conditions of the City. e
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The total amount of exemptions from General Tax granted ta ditferent praperties during the
yeatf amounted to Rs, 14.93 ldcs agamnst Rs. 12.56 lacs; Rs. 11.46 lacs ; Rs. 11.301 lacs and Rs 9.98 lacs

in the preceding four years. ~The increase during the year is partly attnbuted to incresse in General

Tax by 2 per cent. It s, however, gratifying to nate that such exemption in 29 cases was diseontinued
during the year under report. The Standing Committee desire that a fuller explanation of exemptions
of such a large amount may be incorporated in the future reports, espeeially as this shows a tendency
towardsap increase. A stricter vigilance is also required ta be kept in respect of such exempted proper-

ties to ascertain that they are not ipdirectly used far yurposes for whlch such exemptions may not be_

erdinanly granted. .

During the year 49 c}alms for Drawhack against 85 ; 361 and 6,938 and 1,905 claims for Refund
against 1,941,1,452and 4,448 inthe preceding three years, respectwely, werereceived. Ofthe Drawback
claims only 6 were admitted for an amount of Rs. 438-3-0, while 1,539 cases of Refund nvalving a
payment of Rs. 1,40,532 were accepted ageinst 1,485 »nd 1,036 cases admxtted in the previous two years
for payment of only Rs. 83,637 and Rs. 1,05,856. No explanation is given for an‘increase in the admus-
sion of R fund claims involving payment of incréasing amounts, when dueto shortage of accommodation
in the City almost every property must have been fully accupied to its utmost capacity.

11. The rates of Taxation continued to be the same as in the previous two years, viz., 7 per cent-

The UrbanImmavable and 34 per cent.on lands and buildings of the rateable values of Rs. 2,001 and

Property Tax. ~ above and between Rs. 500 and Rs.2,000. Against the net demand of Rs. 105.60
lacs, the collections amounted to Rs. 91.43 lacs, i. e., about 86.58 per cert. of the demand.

12. 'Though the Town Duties were levied during the year at the maximum rates permissible

To\;i D.u'ﬁ‘e" """ "asin the'previous year, the gross realizations showed a ret dccrease of Rs. 1.78

* - lacs gver that of the previous year, being Rs. 25.1@ lacs for the year under report

agamst Rs. 26 89 lacs in the year 1943-46. Of the net decrease in income of Rs. 1.78 lacs, a decrease
of Rs. 1,04 lacs alone was in sugar, next was Rs. 0.55 lac in wines, etc., and Rs. 0.33 lac wes m ghee,
etc. Otherminor decreases were in timber, firewood and miscellaneous. Thetotal decreasesafRs. 2.13
lacs were counter-balanced by increased realisatians of Rs. 0.20 lac in graitts of all sorts, Rs. 0.07 lac
each in flour and beer. While the gross collections showed a decrease of Rs. 1.78 lacs over that of the
previous year as pointed out above, the total refunds presented a different picture. being Rs. 7.46 lacs
during the year against Rs. 4.68 lacs in the previous year ; this is partly attributed to the refunds made
40 Government on accaunt of largc supp]u,s of wheat to Defence Services, Ofthetotalrefunds, Rs.5.31
Tacs and Rs. 1.82 lacs were far grains and sugar, respectively. Thus, the net revenue derived ?-,—,{ms
source was Rs. 17.64 lacs showing a net decline of Rs. 4.57 lacs in the previous year's net realiditions of
Rs.22.21 lacs. The only article in which there was a net increase in revenue was Beer. Ia all the rest
of the artigles there were decreases 2s compared with the net realisations of the previous year,

.1.86 lacs packages of Sugar, Jaggery and Molasses were stamped and 8,964 of Ghee and Ghee
substitutes were sealed with Municipal marks for re-export purposes against 2.92 lacs and 4,772, res-
pecuvely. in the previous year. The fees realised for stamping and sealing amounted to Rs. 0,12 ke
against Rs. 0.17 lac; Rs.0.21lac; Rs. 0. 26 lac and Rs. 0.49 lac of the preceding four years.

Ths Departmental collections of Town Duties at the three Causeways, viz., Mahim, Sion and
Chembu,r,am,ounted ta Rs.2.04 lacs ageinst Rs. 2.51 ]acs, Rs. 2.8} lacs, Rs. 1.87 lacsand Rs. 1.26 lacs
in the previous four years. .

13. As required under the provisions of the Municipal Act, preparation of the Election Rolt -

on the basis of adult franchise was commenced from Ist February 1946 and in
. spite of great difficulties, the Voters List was published in time. It contained
8 lac names of vcters. Expenditure on the preparaties and printing of the Voters! List, etc., amounted
to Rs. 5.64 lacs. - However, before the tire of the final publication of the Roll, Government agreed to
the postponement of the General Elections and ta the extension of the hfe of the Corporation by
anuther year.: Accordmgly, the pew Roll was not published and amendment of the Act was suggested .
to contmue the old prevnslo,ns for holding Bye-Elechqns The Registered Trade Unions Roll contamed
242 pames of delegates against 241 and 106 riames in the prewous two years. Duiring the year, in the
General Werd Constituercies thexe were nine casual vacancies and one in the office of a Councillor
elected by the Indian Merchants’ Chamber. Of these bye—:elechons only one was contested. .

"Eléciions .

14 Durmg the year the Departmert was/iri charge 0£2,596 properties agamst 2,448; 2, 330 and
" 2,596 2,271 in the previous three years. The increase is due to addition of new
" structures and bringing on the register some structures which were nqt qctounted
fotin the past years, Againstthetotal Budget proVnsmnof Rs.22.03 lacs made for maintenante of ‘these
structures, the total expenditure booked during the yearamounted to Rs.}0.03 lecs, i.e.45.52 per cent.
of the total Budget grants, Thxs low percentage of bdoed expenditure is accounted for by bills not
received against the Budget provision for worxs in progress and not completed at the close of the ‘year.
Qut of the total expenditure booked, the cost of works done departmeptally amounted to Rs. 7.38 lacs.
New Works and Special Works to the extent of Rs.1, 14 lacs and Rs. 1 lac were taken in hand, respective-
ly, but the expenditure bocked at the close of the year in each case amounted toRs,'15 lac and Re.'23 lac,
respectxve]y The Standing Comxmttee would like to know the reasons for such great disparities in

Arch ;tect\m\l
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Budget provisioné and the actual expenditure booked upto the close of the year,and if the. Deépartment is -
not able to cope with the worxs due to non-availability or high cost of raw materials whetheritis not
desirable to demand lesser Budget grants pending restoration of normal conditions.: . . . ;..

It is reported that Loan Works to the extent of Rs. 4.34 lacs were carried out ‘during the year
while the expenditure booked against that amounted to Rs,’88 lac only. Here again the dispartity in the
twoamountsis not explained.  Iftheloan to cover the cost of works in hand had been. raised, evidently
the balances must have remained unused on hand while the Corporation had to provide for the interest
end sinking fund charges. The Standing Committee here would suggest the desirability of evolving a
co-ordinating procedure where the dffierent departments work in-unison in the best financial interests
of the Corporation so as to xeep as low as possible the borrswings of the Corporation. This factor will
haveto becarefullybornemmnd’ particularfy hereafter wherebigschemesare launched by the. Cor.
poration for augmentation of the City’s Water Supply, Housing of Municipal employees; extension -
of drainage works, etc. c R A S AT
416 sketch plans, 108 registered plans and 65 major estimates amounting fo Rs. 8938 Iacs for
different major workswere prepared, while 1,724 estimates ot NewandSpecial Repeirs WQYFS amounting
to Rs. 17.25 *acs were'prepared.: -~ - N -r S ,:‘ o K (
15. There was considerable increase in the number of applications received for erection of new
buildings or alterationsand additionsto the existing buildings. -Inall4,245 such -
o F _ applications were received dealing with 2,293 buildings against 2,938 apphications
received last year for 1,862 binldings. The number of newly constructed tenements shows an‘appreci-
able improvement over the figures of the last year. : 164 one-room, 42 two-room tenements and 74

> large blocx type tenements were constructed during the year; the corresponding figures for the last year
@gﬂi&#\%’_@ﬁﬁm’elk OF the newly constructed tenements, the highest number for each
group was in ard, being 93; 20 and 40, rt.as'pecti‘(ély. In spite of an increase of 280 in'the newly~
constructed tenements, over-crowding remained as acute as in the previous two.years, if not inten-
sified. Wave proportions, so much as that for wantof proper accommoda-

. tion, even attics, garages, andings of staircases are used for residential purposes, ; The Corporation
Sidthe Covernment are alive to this situation but a satisfactory solution is still not yet found, " Schemes

. "have been formulated but could not be executed for one reason or another., , L he problem iS urgent...

accommodation cannot be found in the City, the overspill population must be transterréd to other
. L " [ AN [

Private Buildings.

.p]aces, prefer'ab]y'in the G’reﬂtel"BombaY érea. T Y N Cor
} 6. Asin the last year, this year again there was a further decline in the total volume of sewage
received -.and recorded at the Dadar Purification Plant, which in the year .of
. report amounted to 3648.04 million gallons, i.e. an average of 10 million gallons
per day against 3653.88 ; 4057.48 and 4558.11 million gallons in the previous three years giving' an
average of 10.28 ; 11,11 and 11.12 million gallons, réspectively, of the last three years. . ‘The reason for
this decreasing quantity of sewage received in the Worxs, while there has beenanincrease in populations
particularly in the areas served by the Works, is not giveninthe report. Isitthatthe sewage is passed
into the outfall drains before coming to the Purification Works © 'Dueto the labour strikein_the begin-
' repairs carried out to 1t which were completed only by the end of the yearata costof Rs. 2Z Tac.” Due
Wﬁm‘m%m& used the gasas fuel, eté.,
had to take an alternative supply. The income from gas for one month of March 1946 amounted to
Rs. 4,767 only. The transport lorry fitted with sludge gas cylinder also could not be run duning the
year. With the re-production of sludge gas, supply to hospitals will be renewed and: additional lorries
. are proposed 1o be run on that gas. Two sludge gas engines for generating electric power from excess
sludge gas have beenerected. The Standing Commattee hope that this willtend to reduce 'the runmng
power cost of the plant to a considerable extent and the fuel load spared would be utihsed for. further
productuge plurposes. Thetotal expenditure Afoxj the worxing of the Dadar Punification- Works amounted
toRs. 1,58 lacs. ; , o : [ R

17. During the year 148 motor vehicles were in commission and the expenditure incurred
thereon for maintenance amounted to Rs. 7,77 lacs of which the highest cost was
, on Refuse lorries amounting to Rs. 5.55 lacs. During the yéar 55 new vehicles
were purchased of which 30 were tipping vehicles to replace the old unserviceable vehicles and also to
meet the increase in the demand for refuse removal lorries. Afterthe purchaseé of these vehicles: house
to house collection of refuse has been introduced in F.and GWards, -« ¢« .+ ¢ N

Drainage and Sew arage.

(SRR

Transport.

18. Though the Asphalt Plant worked enly for 149 days in the year: the total expenditure
Repairs and Mainten-- incurred on worxing the Plant amounted to Rs. 3.04 lacs.: “The 'a‘n')o‘unl': realised
ance of Roadsand Foot- by recoveries was Rs. 3.29 lacs showing a profit of Rs.”25 lac. During the year
paths. a total area of 35,225 square yards was renewed with 3 Sheet Asphals“at 4 total
cost of Rs. 2.81 lacs working out an average of Rs. 8 per square yard. The total mileage and areas of
'roads in the City upto the end of the year treated with mixed asphalt carpet were, respectively, 51.894
milesand 11.92lacsquareyards. Thetotal mileage of roads at the close of the year was approximately
2,68,448. In all 1.89lacsquare yards of roads were repaired during the year at a total cost of Rs. 3.80
Jacs. Out of thesarea acquired as get-backs, an area of 692.49 squere yards was added to roads at a cost

Levs
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of Re.9,006. Streetsin the City' werelighted with 10,933 lamps against 10,864 in the previoug year.
During the disturbancesin the City, there was a grezt demand for full night lighting which was met at
an addit’onal cost. Ghe Gas Company have undertaken the installat'or of a new plent and when

thatis completed, itis hoped thatstreetlighting in areas served by gaslights will be restored to pre-war
standard. . : : ) :

19. . The bulk of to:n {i‘qué wias trarlljspor;ed_to Deonar efvery day by two dtmins of 34 wagons
.. - each, The total number of wagons used for the purpose during the year was
Renmoralof Town Refut 53752 o ainst 22,929 and 20,873 in the lst two years. With an average of
12 tons per wagon, the tetal quantity removed to Deanar was about 2.83 lac ters against 2.73 lac and
2.62lactons in the preceding two years, The tetal cost of remeval ard disposal amounted to Rs. 4.13
lacs against Rs. 3.43 lacs and Rs. 3.30 lacs in the pest two years. The rate per ton werked out to -
Rs.1-7-0 and Rs.1-3-11 per ten in the previous two years. The incresseir the rate is due to the révised'
rates of wages, etc. The additenal land reclaimed during the year was about 9 acres. 1 he total area
so far reclaimed is 360 acres out of 4 total reclaimable ares of 823 acres. The Incinerator at Love
Grove burntabout 3,000 tons of refuse and it is understood that the questior of installing move Ircine-
rators in the Cityis engaging the attention of the Executive. The Standirg Committee cannot but
remark that the Executive have not realized the necessity of taking active steps 10 this matter,

20. As Government had already sanctioned the making of 2 Town Planning Scheme for the
Eatate Agent and Lan i .Mandw area which was devastated by the explasicne in the Docks on 14th
Ma::g:megnt. 2 .April 1944, the wark of surveying buildirgs was in pragress. Five meetings of
. the gwners of properties comprised in the scheme wete held to explain ta them
the geveral aspects of the proposed scheme, ~ o
Out of the total area of 139.36lacsquare yards (about 2,879 acres) of land vested in or acquired
by the ex-Trust,about 40.3 per cent. remained to be developed 20d of the developed area about 5.3 per
cent. remaiped to be leased. - The average value of land leased came to Rs. 20 per square yard while
the value of the ares to be leased is estimated at Rs. 23 per square yard. In the different ex-Trust
Estates there remained at the end of the year an area of 56.10 lac square yards of undevelcped lard
cest of acquisition of which wss estimated et Rs. 202,46 thousands. - -

* “~Duting the year, 148 plots were disposed of covering a total area of 2.23 lac square yards or abent
46.1 acres witha cepitel value of Rs. 66.67 lacs agairst 145 plots in the previous year with an area of
1.99 square yardsand a_cepital value of Rs. 47.26lacs. Of the 148 plots leased, 132 were o rental
basis, yieldiag an arnual rent of Rs, 3.69 lacs, while 60 were leased on premium basis with~Pzapital
yalue of Rs.5.01 lacs. . The highest number of plots disposed of ir any one Estate was 36 iff the Sien-
Matunga Estate while the next three places were occupied by Worli Scheme No. 52; Warli Extension
Scheme No. 58 and the Sewri-Wadala Scheme No. 57, with 35 ; 28and 26 plots, resgectively. Three
plots surrerdared or re-entered buildings in the Nowroji Hill Estate, were disposed of for an agaregate
amount of Rs, 2.53 lacs. - =~ T e

Duriig the gear amounts of Rs. 15.96 lacs and Rs. 4.81 [atéé makinga t‘:tﬂl of Rs. 20.77 lacs, were
received by way of commutation of ground rents and premium, respectively, The corresponding
figures for the last year were Rs. 12.9612¢s and Rs. 14.90 lacs. g In ?lns connecticn, the S.tanding Com-
mittee would like to knewri in future reports the number of pletsin d-lﬁerentEsta tesof whichthe grourd
rent i$ commuted or premium pnid‘ and /the numl?e‘r’ of:p]qts on w!uch ground rent is still cortinued to
bepaid - L T R
e At 'ih;a,cvdmmé;n,témént of the year, the department was in charge of 601 acquired cr surrendered
buildings ¢f which two were sold ard one was trgpsferred to Vaf:ant Land Register.. The remzining
598 buildings consisted of 5,193 tenements of whigch 3,811 ; 631 and 306 were, respectively, one-room
toro-room ond Yarger tenements. The bzlance was made up of 225 shops, 115 godewrs and 5 factories.
The rents realised fromthese buildings cameto Rs, 6,47 lacs sgainst Rs. 6.62lacsard Rs, 7.94 lacs in the

previous two vears. The varistiors are due to the variations ir the number of bui'dirgs, etc... . -

) ‘ Jemand of ex-Trust chawls for the year was Rs. 9.84 lacs, while the net demard

a{te li a]'llc.,l‘:: s;ofé:::::alaﬁcie‘s?n d cct;_ceSSion »] rents was Rs, 9.51 lacs sgainst which the actqa] revenue
collected cameto Rs, 949 lacs giving a very satisfactory percertegeof 99.92cf the net demand_. The
total current expenses against the income of Rs, 9.49 lace c2me to Rs. 6.50 lacs. . The net income
‘thevafore cams to Re. 2.9 lacs,. The annual Capitz] expenditure ¢r these Chawls came tc Rs. 8.88
lacs. Thus the accounts for the Chawls agtually showed 2 loss of Rs. 5.89 lacs for the year.

. Theaverags population in the chawls during the year showed an increase: being 5J,136. against
50,144 and 48,986, respectively, in the preceding two years, . The death rate, however, among this
‘population showed an imprcvement, being 6.1 per 1,000 against 7.9 and 7.4 per 1,000 in the previous
WO L L nd laim suits against defaulting ¢

ing the earthe department e]ectment_an claim suits against defaulting tenants
and the'l)tl;:;?i”t izcurred thereon came to Rs. 2,695 of which an ataount of Rs. l,l40}was recovered
:rrlld the balance is expected to be recovered after 50 pending cases are disposed of. '

S wnoses of distribution, the City has been divided into three mainodivisions. One
o 2\ F;)r Pu{g'oss:r: is ;:rzrle; By the Malabar Hill Reservoir containing 30.5 million gallons, the
Water Supply. B8 . g by the Bhandarwada Hill Reservoir of 20 million gallon' capacity and the
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thirddirectly from thetrunk mainsin theabsence of Service Reservoirs. Asthe Tansa Lake had stopped
overflowing on 29th September 1945, anly 116.7 million gallons per day could he brought into the City
uptotheend of June 1946.  During the rainy season this quantity was increased to 127.2 million gallons
per day which was again reduced to 113.6 million gallons per day from 3]st October 1946 as the Tansa
Lake ceased overflowing on 25th September 1946. . RN

The total number of fire calls attended by the staff of the Departniehf to regulate watet supply
came to §,500 against 1,132 and 796 of the previous two years, giving an average of 4 calls per. day, . - -

For gratuitous use of water by the general public the Department maintained 81 drinxing_foun~
tains, 17 cattle troughs, 39 dringing fountains and cattle troughs combined, 60 standpost pipes and 2

dipping wells. - .

Asin the previous year the Department maintained gardens along the slopes of Gibbs Road and
Ridge Road, the Sir Pherozeshah Mehta Gardens, the Joseph Baptista Gardens and the Ladies and
Children’s Gardens at Ridge Road, 'Thé last thres gardens were entered for competition under diff-
erent classes at the Vegetable Fruit and Flower Show held in March 1947 and were suiccessful in
securing several prizes in cups and cash. o RIS T '

Owing to restricted supply and increasing demand for water - there was a rise in the riumber of
short supply complaints which were 3,927 aganst 3,223 in the previous year.” Upon investigation: of
complaints suggestions were made to'owners in 373 cases for removing the cause of insufficient supply

by-inereasing the number or size of connections storage capacity, etc, '+ o RN
, Sanction of the Standing Comnittee was obtained for severance bf W«‘it’?r connections for nori.
- payment of tax or metered supply bills in 64 cases against 66; 99 and ]65 of the previous three years,
However, 35 sanctions wete not enforced due t6 compliance with Municipal requisitioris ‘while supply
-was actually cut off m 26 ¢ases against 32; 27 and 34 of such cases in the'previous three vears,
Though 2,091 noticé_s} were served for stopping wastage; Court action had to be takenin 51 cases
‘only as most of the remaining notices were promptly COf{lPl_i‘ed‘, with.’ Due tg ¢ontinued 'cdmfnm;‘m[‘
disturbances in the City during the second half of the year the work of the Waste Prevention, Branch
was seriously hampered, Besidés some staff of the Branch had to be ytilised for opening and ' closing .

of sluices in disturbed localities. - The Stariding Commitee suggest tha staff of this Brarich should be
 instructed to move about constantly in their respective orbits even at odd hours of the day to find oyt
lealcy hydrants on public roads and waste of water due to defects in fittings, commiunication pipes, etc,,
especiady when we are told that a large quantity of water runs to waste on orie hand and ori' the other

there are bitter complaints of inadequate supply throughout the varions localities of thq. City,

388.664 miles of water mains against 383 and 378.38 miles of the previous two years were. main.~
taned by the Department. The mains varied iri size from 57"_ to 3" of wh-ich only 57" mains of a length
of 11.50 miles were steel mains and thé_ rest were Cast Iron mains.. . In spite of such an extensive length
of mains, there were only 12 bursts against 15 and 17 burstsinthe preceding two years: 1 > -

While we have a limited source of supply and that too is t'lependént upon the vagaries of the
monsoon, the number of water connections to different premises in the City is on'the increase, being
57,643 in the year under report against 52,163; 51,752 and 51,399 in the preceding three years.

The survey worx of the Bhivpuri project was commenced under the _S];edial Officer appointed
for the purpose. The shortest and the cheapest alignment after considering the various alternatives
was selected and the field work was completed by the end of January 1947.- However, during the course

“of negotiations carried on with the Tatas and the Government for an assurance fqr. 100 million" gallons
perdayat tail racelevel, it wasrevealed that the Tafas were unableto give a guarantee particularly ‘during
the monsoon season when they would discharge only 373 million gallons per day.  Thenagaindueto the
claims of vested interests, industries and other consumers round about the Kalyan-Bhiwandi area and
along the route of the projected pipe line, Government could not guarantes free and uninterrupted
use of water from Bhivpuri. In view of these difficulties and the ultimate requirements of the City
(including Greater Bombay area) 50 'years hence, being estimated st about 400 million gallons per day,
it was considered advisable as a first step of augmentation to revert to the Vaitarna Scheme which would
also secure the. Tansa Lake against a lean year. Having regard to the urgency bf the worx, the detailed
survey of the Vaitarna Scheme was taken in hand on 24th March 1947, before administrative approva]
of the Corporation could be obtajned therefor.. To meet our uitimate requirements sources other than
Vaitarna and Bhivpuri will have to be explored. The other source is said to be the Shai-Kalu rivers
which are considered as being capable of giving a supply upto 500 million gallons per ‘day." . . -

- Other measures sanctioned for increasing the existing supply from the Tansa Laxe were the
provision of (1) two 5 feet diameter opening in the Tansa Dam at 360 T.H.D. so as to be able to draw
water fromthe Lake at lower levels and (2) automatic gates over the waste weir of th¢Dam soas to im-
pound in the lake additional quz&ntity of water which otherwise runs to waste.. The latter work was'
commenced in February 1947, '

22, During the year, 1,473 calls including 6 for outside City limits were received by the De-
partment against 1,230; 895 and 779 in the previcus three years. Of this num-
ber, 264 were false alarms. The total distance covered by the fire appliances to

i

" Wine Brigade. A
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and from these calls wes, 10,881 mlles The actual number of fires was 961 showing an mcreese of 225
over the preceding year's number. - Thetotal estimated lossamounted to Rs.67. 50 lacs against Rs, 38.34
Jacs and Rs. 51,87 lacs in the previous two years. This shows an increase of Rs. 25.17 lacs over the
average of the last three years. Thisis attributed partly to a large number of riot fires.  Of this loss,
Rs. 34.87 lacs was in respect of insured property while the total value of property at risk was Rs. 1,261.92
lacs. Lcssinterms of human life by fires during the year was 5 persons burned to death while 22 per-
sons who sustained severe injuries subsequently succumbed to them and 53 persons recovered from
mjuries sustained by them. The approximate quantity of water used for extmgmshnrg fires was 98.93
lac gallons against 71,94; 71.69; 67.99 and 61.73 lac gallons, respectively, durmgthe previous four years.

Of this total quantity, 63.59 lac gallons were drawn from Municipal mains against 48.63; 57 73; 56 38
and 58.23 lac gallons in the immediately preceding four years. ,

194 Fire Alarms posts (including private alarms) are connected to nine Fire Statlons inthe City
and over 51 per cent. of the total calls were received through them.

~ A Grain Store started for the benefit of the Fire Brigade personnel continued te give good service
to the staff in these hard economic conditions. The Municipal interést freé loan of Rs. 5 000 was
returned and the Store is now entrre]y self-supporting,

" The Ambulance service in charge of this Department attended | 499 calls for accidents 2 ,861
for Maternity Cases and 3,690 for hire.  The correspondmg fizures for the previous year were 1,586;
1,704 and 3,786. 1In all 8,075 persons were carried against 7,314 and 8,243 in the previous two years.
The total distance covered by the ambulances was 49,142 miles against 47,828 and 55,096 miles in the
preceding two years. Receipts on account of lure calls amounted toRs. 19 322 against Rs, 18,800 and
Rs. 21871 in the previous two years.

23. . ‘The department manages 85 sites .consisting pf 18 gardens, 4 fountains, Z bandstands, 7
" trafficislands ,3 open spaces ,47 recreation grounds, 1 statute and 3 ornamental

Public Gardens. hedges. Consequent upon the disturbances in the City from early mn September

of the year of report there was a marxed fall in the number of wisitors to the Vlctorla Gardens being

22.59 lacs agamst 27.48; 26.35 and 23.05 lacs 1n the preceeding three years. The Victoria Gardens
won 5 First Prizes and 2 Second Prizes in several of the contests at the time of the Vegetable, Fruitand
Flower Show. L_Due to the strixe of the menial staff in the second half of January 1947 the Nursery
the’ Conservancy andthe Zoo Section of the Gardens suffered loss of many valuable specimens) During
the year only 20 music programmes could be arranged at different places of which 9 (5 Band and 4'
Indian music) programmes were played in the Victoria Gardens. These performances pro

. popular and prov1ded very healthy and entertaining recreation to the public. The C nmrttee

therefore are of the opinion that these performances should be increased in number so as to provide the
necessary attraction to the large section of the population and thus help addicts of undesirable habits to
improve. Inthe preceding four years the number of such performances held were 47; 209; 222 apd
245, A Zoological Advisory Panel was formed during the year for improvement of the Sectlon which
had suffered badly during the war. The Standing Committee hope that wrth the help of the Panel -
very soon efforts will be made to renovate and replenish the Section .

. 24 The Museum had to be xept closed for sevéral days in the vear partly due to- disturbed
: conditions of the City ‘and-partly\due to the strixe of the labour staff of the-
Victoria and . Albert Cardens Departmeng It was kept open for-287 days against 233; 307 and 314
Museom. " in the preceding three years.. Though the number of days it was xept .open
was more than that of the last year- the total-and the daily average attendance of visitors show a -decline,
being 9.60 lacs and 3,345, respectrve]y, against 11,63 lacs and 4,993 in the preceding vear. Slmllar]y,
there wasalsoa fallin the numberof pupilsfrom anary and Secondary Schoolsthat visitea the
Museum during the year their number being 2,756 against 6,690 and 10, 544 inthe previous two
years. Abrochure descnbmg the arrangement and display of exhibits in'the Museum appeared- to-bé.
apprecrated by the visitors as 1,000 Topies théresf were sold at annas two each. It is not xnown from
the report whetherihe practice prevailingin previous yearsof reserving entry into the Museum on
Wednesdays to womien and children only had been dlscontmued

25. During the year 728 agamst 669 in ‘the last year popular and interesting publlcatlons,

‘localjvernacular and English papers were purchased accessioned classified and

Municipal Free Reading catalogued Besides, to meet the growing demand of the reading public- addi-
Rooms and Libraries. =01 ocal newspapers, . American Library Journals: etc.. were subscribed.
One part time library was opened in the Victoria Gardens (Museum Compound) which brought to 14
the total number of Municipal Free Reading Rooms and Libraries.. The total number of visitors to
these mstitutions during the year was 3.1Zlacs against 3.70 lacs and 3.77 lacs in the previous two years.

The fall m this number 1s attributed to continued disturbed conditions 1n the City.

. 26,. For the purchases of stores, etc., required bv the various departments- 87 tenders were
invited during the year against 88; 77 and 138 in the last three years. 71 con-
tracts agamst 57; 56 and 37 mn the preceding thiee years were entered into with
different parties for supphes to be made duning the year. Besides entering into regular contracts for
the supply of numerous articles. covered by drfferent Stores Schedules, 4,221 orders wegre pl‘aced with

General Stores,
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various firms for purchase of other articles of stores against 3,763; 3,837 and 3,442 in the previous three
gears. The value of stores and materials purchased came to Rs. 17.68 lacs against Rs. 19.88 lacs,
Rs. 18.21 lacs and Rs. 17.73 lacs in the previous three years. The decrease is attributed to non-receipt
or restricted supplies of several articles, like pipes, iron and steel materials, cloth, etc., from contractors
andjor Government due to the prevailing market conditions. Of the articles purchased, value of
matesials of Indian manufacture came to Rs. 15°67 lacs the balance of Rs.2.01 lacs covered the purchase
of foreign goods. Against all these purchases and stocx on hand 20,609 indents or sales memos. were
received from the different departments against 20,865; 20,188 and 19,115 in the last three years.

The iron and other scraps and other unserviceable articles received from departments were dis-
posed of in lots by public auction and the amount realized thereby came to Rs. .57 lz¢ agamnst Rs. .44
lac; Rs. .40 lac and Rs. .25 lac 1n the previous three years. The highest rate realized for sale of C. I.
scraps was Rs. 152 per ton against Rs. 131; Rs. 130 and Rs. 186-8-0 per ton, respectively, in the imme-
diate past three years.

Thetotal turnover of the department during the year of report was Rs. 36,14 lacs against Rs. 39.38
Jac; Rs. 36.50 lacs and Rs. 3.12 lacs in the last three years. The value of stores in hand at the close of
the year was Rs. 9.60 lacs against Rs. 10.38 lacs; Rs. 9.99lacs and Rs.10.06 lacsin the last three years.

27. The number of permits or licenses issued during the year was 28,596 against 23,751 in the
previous year and realised fees of Rs. 2.56 lacs against Rs. 2.63 lacs in the pre-
ceding year. The out standing demand at the close of the year was for 696
notices aggregating to Rs. 9,620 against 125 and 96 notices amounting ta Rs. 1,092 and Rs. 796, res-_
pectively, of the previous two years, The reason for this abnormal increase in outstanidng both in the.
aumber of licenses and the amount therefor is not explained in the report. The loss of revenue conse-
quent upon the disuse of the old Jicenses, ete., was Rs. 0.17 lac against Rs. 0.10 lac and Rs. 0.18 lac
in the preceding two years. : ‘

Though the number of permits issued for display of advertisement showed a decline being 1,930
against 2,116 and 2,571 of the last two years the amount of fees collected therefrom showed an increase
being Rs. I.54lacs against Rs. 1.41 lacsand Rs. 1.35 lacs in the previoustwo years. :

. PDueto serious and rantinued disturbances in the City from lst September 1946 there was evi-
dently a fall in the number of hawcer and squatter licenses issued during the year which was 39,543
agaigst 43, 272 45,517 and 41,663 in the previous threp years. The amount of fees callected was
Rs. ﬁ?ﬁg against Rs, 2.03 lacsand Rs, 1.92lacs and Rs. 1.86 lacs in the corresponding last three years.
The department instituted during the year 2,035 prosecutions for offences agamnst different Sections of
the Act agamst 2,198; 2,654 and 4,017 launched jn the previous three years. Of these prosecutions,
1,018 were withdrawn on compliance with law and 373 resulted in conviction and fines inflicted amount-
od 1t Rs, 20,306 against Rs. 11,069 and Rs. 9,361 in the preceding fwo years.

From lst February 1947 the trial of these cases was transferred from the Hon. Presidency
Magistrates Courts to those of the Stipendiary Magistrates. -

The total revenue of the Department revealed a set baék during the year being Rs. 5.88 lacs
against Rs, 6.07 lacs and Rs.5.81 lacsin the previoustwo years. . :

28. Thecommunal disturbancesinthe City were responaible for the reduction in the number of
- Administration of the F1359 raids which materially help the enforcement of the Act. Such raids during
ShopsandEstablishments the year were 121 (27 by day and 94 by night) against 172 (99 by day and 73
Act, 1939, by night) and 123 (67 by day and 56 by night)in the previous two years.

The total number of visits and revisits to different establishments covered by the Act was 43,659
against 58,546 inthe previous year. These visits were made up of 31,0298 shops ;6,625t0 commercial
establishments ; 5,821 to restaurants and 185 to places of amusements. The fall in the pumber of
wisits reflected m the fall in the number of new prosecutions which came to 3,347 against 3,688 2,538
and 3,495 i the preceding three years. With the outstanding balance of 488 cases pending at the
close of the year, 2,640 cases were disposed of against 3,495 of the previous year. The result of the
disposed of cases showed that 2,585 were convicted, 40 withdrawn and 15 acquitted. The total amount
of fines inflicted was Rs.0°38 lac against Rs. 0.66 lac of the previcus year when 3,447 cases were convict-
ed. The average fine for the year worced out to Rs, 14-11-1 per case or Rs. 7-2-1 per charge against
an average of Rs. 19-4-8, Rs., 21-8-0 Rs. 19-7-4 and Rs. 14-6-0 of the preceding four years.

] An amount of Rs. 66,400 was sanctioned as grant-in-aid by Government for the year 1945-46,
against Rs. 49,993 and Rs. 69,259 of the previous twa years,

29. While the actual number of Municipal Marxets during the year remained the same, viz,
Markets, 17, as in the last year two squatter areas (i) at Nowroji Hill Road and (ii) at
Khetwady 4th Lane were treated as Open Air Mar«ets. Though en account of

disturbed conditions of the City, $talls in several Marxets remained unoccupied for long periods, the
total receipts showed an improvement over those of the previous year by Ra, 3,19 lacs, net receipts
for the year beipg Rs. 9,37 lacs against Rs, 6.18 lacs in 1945-46. This was mainly due to enhanved
stallage charges recovered during the year. Similarly, due to revision in the Schedule of Fees, the

Al
Licences.
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collections from the squatters’ fees showed an improvement of Rs. *58 lac beirg Rs. 3.45 lacs against
Rs. 2.87 lac, during the previous year. Likewise, as a result of the competitive biddings for securing
the rights of collecting fees at the Arthur Crawford Marxet Scale Shed, there was an increase of Rs. 1.15
lacs over the amount of Rs. 1,36 lacsrealised in the previous year. Due to dispute between the Munici~
pality and the stall-holders regarding enzhanced charges an amount of Rs. 2 lacs for stallage charges
remaned 1n arrears at the end of the year. The highest net receipts denived during the year from any
one Marcet were Rs. 5.80 lacs from the Arthur Crawford Marxet, the next three places were occupied
by the Erskine Road, the Dadar and the Gold Mohur Castle Marxets with the net receipts aimounting
toRs..78lzc ; Rs..63lacand Rs. .61 lac, respectively. The most favourable percentage of net receipts
on the cost was 86.4 in respect of the Elphinstone Road Marxet. The next three places in this respect
were occupied by the Fergusson Road, the Dadar and the Parbhadevi Markets with the perecentages

of 60.2; 42.1 and 33.7, respectively. ‘
~ The number of Private Marxets licenced during the year shows a reduction by one, being 21
against 22 in the previous year, whilst that of the Private Slaughter House was the same as in the last
year, viz., 2. It is disappointing to find that the amount realised from these shows a fall, while the
reasons therefor are not explained in the report.
It appears that the amount of Rs. 48,973-7-0 was realised as licence fees from 19 Marxets against
Rs. 49,532-5-0 from 15 Marxets and one Sluaghter House during the previous year. The licence fees
of one private marxet and one slaughter house were held in deposit, while licence fees of one such each

institution were 1. arrears.

Due tc various restrictions imposed by Government on slaughter of horned cattle and sheep
and goats realisations from the slaughter and removal fees showed a decline of Rs. 16,298-10-0. The
total amount realised during the year was Rs. 4.77 lacs against Rs. 4.93 lacs in the previous year, Like-
wise, the fees' recovered from the Kurla Municipality to import buff.lo meat in the City showed a
decrease of Rs. 5,500 being Rs. 31,610 against Rs. 37,110 in the previous year. Out of 14,07,745
animals brought to the Fair Ground agamst 15,15,059 1n the previous year 4,843 animals against 9,582
in the last year were rejected on ante-mortem examimation due to the advanced age of pregnancy or
sufferng from some disease thereby rendering their meat unfit for human consumption. The total
number of ammals slaughtered during the year was 12,13 lacs against 13.84 lacs and 15.02 lacs in the
previous two years. The total amount of slaughter fees, etc., realised came to Rs. 5.01 lacs against
Rs. 5.32 lacs and Rs. 5.51 lacs in the preceding two years. The highest number of animals slaughtered

‘orremoved for private slaughter was 1.29lacs in July 1946, while the lowc_ast was .56lacin Oct:ob%%,

The approximate weight of dressed meat of buffaloes, cows and bullocks was 8,142 tondand that

of sheep and goats 9,155 tons of which 314 tons and 13 tons, respectively. were condemned giving the’

percentage of .38 and .14, respectively.

While the number of outside meat shops during the year remained the same as in the last yéar, .
viz., 187, the licence fees realised therefrom amounted to Rs. 8,931 against Rs. 8,075 in the previous
year, : .

30. The constant increase in the population of the City since the year 1943, without any corres.
' ponding increase in its capacity of accommodation or series of service has been

Public Health. an anxiety of the City's health authorities. Besides, the R. 1. N. and the com-"

. munal disturbances in the City during the year of report were responsible for loss of property and

\

personnel of the Department.” They also caused many difficulties in rendering systematic conservancy
and sanitary services not only in disturltdbareas but throughout the whole City. These disturbances
took 653 lives upto the end of the year.\_Due to the sweepers’ strixe in April 1946, no conservancy
service could be rendered for 11 days in that month and after the termination of the strike it toox
month and a halfto restore normal conservancy servicesinthe Citgg Theaverage density of the po ulail
tion which was 89 per acre in 1941 stood at 149 per acre. _In spit€ of increasing population oﬁh_epéﬁ ’
with its restricted area and scope-of public services further cramped by local disturbances, the héalt}’:
conditions were majntained at the normal level. ,

" The number of live births registered was 53,649, i.e. 299 more than in the previous year and
12,435 more than the average of the last ten years. Of these births, 27,395 were males and 26,074
females, Calculated on the census of 1941, the birth rate was 35.9 per 1,000. Still births reported
during the year were 3,097 against 3,398 ; 3,374 and 3,129 in the preceding three years. Of the tota]
births (36,366) recorded during the year, 43,320, i.e., 77.1 per cent., toox place in maternity homes oy
hospitals. Intheimmediately preceding four years, these percentagesstood at 79 ;72.9 ;81.1 and 75.8.

With a total complement of 129 beds in the five Municipal Maternity Homes, the number of
women admitted and of the cases confined in the Homes came to 8,116 and 7,005 as against 8,96! and
7,996, respectively, in the previous year. Of the women confined 1,326 were primaparae. Meagre
measures at preseht taken to look after expectant and nursing -mothers and infants require further
extension if the increasing rate of deaths among them is to be checked,and if the City is to have infants
who as years go by would become useful citizens. To have an effective check in this direction arrange-
ments, for ante and post-natal as well as infant care at home and at clinics must be ijproved and extended.
We want_more Maternity Homes and Health Visitors. The Standing Committee hope that proper
schemes would be evolved for expansioin of this activity in the Post-War Reconstruction Scheme, so
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that adequate funds could be spared for these activities as well along with the Post- War Engineering
problems which alone at present seem to engage the attention of the Corporation. ... :
‘ ¢ : g
The Health Visitors paid 47,382 visits in various districts against 50,712; 60,997 and 45’422?
in the previous three years. The decline in the number of visits is not explained in the report, but is
presumed to be due to disturbed conditions of the City during the year. ' : , :
. ) i
_ The total number of deaths recorded was 41,264 including 319 unnatural deaths in riots and
disturbances against 40,215 ; 41,882 ; 34,165 and 25,177 in previous four years. It was 8,378 more. -
than the average mortality of the last 10 years. Per 1,000 persons living, the death rate accor dihg ‘G
the census figure of 1941 and the actual population of the City came to 27.7 and 16.5, respectively,,
As per census figure, these rates for the last three years were 27 ; 28,1 and 22.9, respectively, Of the
total deaths during the year, 22,829, were among males and 18,435 among females. Thus the male
death rate was 24 and the female death rate 33 as against 23 and 33, respectively, in the previous year.
As in the previous years diseases of the Respiratory System were responsiblé for a higher death raté
than in any other group, being 8.9 per 1,000 of the population, the actual number of deaths being 13,346
The second highest group was Congenital debility and diseases of early infancy, wherein the death
rate was 3.2 per 1,000 of population, the actual number of deaths being 4,712, The next lowest group .
was the old age with 3,493 deaths and a rate of 2.4 per 1,000. -~ Tuberculosis claimed' 1,914 deaths
giving a rate of 1.3 per 1000. _ : " R : IS :

'

31, Eight free porphylactic Centres were kept open day and night in different Municipal
' " 'Institutions and 9,013 persons zttended the Centre at the Venereal Diseases
VenerealDiseases. ., . and 1,025 at the other Centres. The average’daily attendance at thet
Clinic for diagnosis and treatment and for prophylactic was 520.7 against 558.8 in the last year.. Asa
result of propaganda carried out to root out the evil of this disease and its baneful effects, a large number
of persons came to the Clinic for consultation, advice, treatment, etc., In this Clinic, Medical Practi-

tioners are given facilities to practice methods of diagnosis and treatment of these diseases for which no

fees are charged.

’
oy

- N - . . - ’ . ‘ . . - . k .' N
32. Nineteen Municipal Dispensaries rendered free medical relief to the sick poor of the

N . City. The total number of new cases treated at the different Dispensaries was
Dispentaries. 1,78,936 against 2,09,792; 2,20,910 and 2,13,894 in the preceding three years
The total attendance numbered 6,45,183 against 7,37,237 ; 7,71,482 ; 7,78,427 in the last three years:
During the year, the Dispensary Medical Ocftier paid 102 visits to patients in their homes against 135

anfl 233 such visits'in the previous two years, =~ .~ = .
T : ST Y o

33. During the year efforts were concentrated on the work of organising mass Anti-small-pox:
Health Pr.a,p;g“ da. .and Anti_-typhoid campaigns with a view to .teep.ing !:he City free from ravagég"

of the diseases. "For this purpose mobile vaccination centres were arranged:

at strsategic points in the different parts of the City, when microphone talks on the necessity of taging

preventive measures against the diseases were delivered and immediately followed by mass vaccinations.
36 pictorial slides on small-pox were prepared and distributed to different cinema house in the City.
95 shows of Health Education films were arranged on different health subjects in open’ public parks,

labour colonies, etc., when the total number of attendence was 2,24,475. During the year, six Healt}iq.}:
Film Exhibitions were arranged under the auspices of other Institutions at different placesin the City, *

o~

34. These Hospitals are run for reception of patients suffering from major infectious diseases...
They have a total accommadation of 314 beds and the proposal for additional”
accommiodation are under consideration in connection with the Post-War Re,

construction of the Hospitals Scheme. The average weexly cost per patient worxed out to Rs. 17.7-2.
with 6,311 as the total number of patients treated at the different groups of the Institution. :

Cit§ Fever Hospitals.

35. As in the last two years the Hospital has an accommodation, for 510 beds. The number’
K.E.M. Hospital allotted to males, females, and children also remained the same, viz., 325 ;.
PR ' 145 and 40, respectively., No progress was made during the year foran extension’
of the Hospital due to difficult prevailing times. While the bed accommeodation remained static, the
number of in-patients admitted showed an increase being 17,096 during the year against 16,221;16,745;
14,804 and 12,782 in the last four years. The daily average number of in-patients was 570.93 against
556.30 in the last year and the average number of days each patient was resident wor<ed out to 11.08
against 11.51 in the previous year, { From the daily average it clearly appears that on several occasions
some of the patients had to be accommodated on the floors of the Wards. The maximum number of
in-patients on a single«day was 635 which made their nursing and care extemely difﬁcu_l‘_tb The total
number of operations on in-patients was 6,576 against 6,683 in the last year. Ofthe in-patients (17,641)
treated at the Hospital, 7,137 were cured, 5,198 discharged and relieved, 1,792 died, 2,974 left the
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Hospital againsy medical advice and 540 patients remained at the end of the year against 545 previous
year's balance.(_The average ¢ost per in-patient per day showed a big jump and stood at Rs. 5-3-10
against Rs. 4-12-8 ; Rs.4-3-4: Rs.3-15-10 and Rs. 3-4-8 of the last four years)) The average cost per
in-Patient admission worked out to Rs. 64-9-8 against Rs. 58-1-10; Rs. 50-%:11 ; Rs. 46-11-10 and *
Rs. 42-6-1 of the previous four years. While with the increasing number of in-patients, the average-
cost should have been lower with the same standard of medical relief the jump in the average is the
best proof thal@nedical relief in the City has tenderd to become costly and beyond the reach of citizens
of average income and quite naturally they have to resort to public hospitals for curing their ailments.
This further proves the necessity of an early extension of the free hospital accommodation available in
the City) The Standing Committee hope that with the taxing over of the groups of the Bai Yamuynabai
L. Nair Hospital and the Military Hospital at Dharavi, the Corporation will be able to meet to some
extent the need of the citizens in this direction.

Itis very surprising to find that while the number of in-patients has shown an increase in the vear,
the tota] number of out-patients (including 26,064 casualty patients against 27,755 of the last year)
shows a decline being 1.15 lacs against 1.50 lacs ; 1.4 lacs and 1.3-3 lacs of the preceding three years
in spite of the fact that population is constantly on the increase. Perhaps partially, this
decline which might have. prevented patients from going to the_Hospltal for treatment of minor
allments. The daly average of new.out-patients was 421.22 ‘against 474.42 and 414 i the
previous ‘two - years. The total number of out-patient attendance was 4.67 lacs agajnst 5.08 -
lacs; 5.76 lacs and 4.71 lacs in the previous three years. This gives a daily average of 1,557
against 1,645; 1,542 and 1,505 of the previous three years. The number of operations
performed on the out-patients was | 1,188 against 11,921 in the last year. Asin the case of in.patients,
the average cost per out-patient attendance also showed a jump being Re. 0-10-11 against Re. (.77 ;

" Re. 0-7-11 and Re. 0-7-2 of the last three years, Accordingly, the average cost per out-patient admis-

sjon also showed an increase and was Rs. 2-4-5 against Rs. 1-9-6 in each of the last two years and Rs.
1-8-5 in the year 1943-44, During the year, a munificient donation of Rs. I lac was received from a
philanthropic gentleman for establishing a blood banx at the Hospital. It is reported that duri

. ng the
year, blood transfusion was provided to 789 cases. _ o ©

During the year as in the past, the Poor Box Charity Fund continued to render to deserving
poor patients much needed relief which otherwise could not ordinarily be given out of the Municipal .
Fund. Besides relief in the shape of blood transfusion, issue of Penicillin and other costly drygs
necessary appliances are also supplied to deserving cases from this Fund. Donations receivedefar thi ; :
Fund are thus faithfully and fruitfully applied for relieving medical, surgical etc., necessities of the

* deserving cases.

36. During the year, the Corporation toox over from the Military Authorities their Hospigal
situated at Dharavi with the temporary building structures and equip;nent
for a sum of Rs. 4.45 lacs. After making necessary alterations to suit civiljan
yequirements astart was made with 50 beds to relieve congestionatthe K, E. M. Hospital. It ispropos-
ed to ultimately provide 300 beds thereat to meet the need of 4 general hospital in the North of the
Cit!l- L (S ‘ - ‘ i ‘ ) ) '
37. The management of these institutions was taken over bythe Corporation from IstNoveng..
, . ber 1946. _'ghe Hospital ;m;ll] its l;uoﬂylgquiliped out-door and in-door equip-
iy . . ments provides necessary facilities for clinical instruction to the stydents of the
Yot thy College attiched to it. The College is affliated to the Bombay Unfvers;iht;
0 oaiMadi for pr?-clmieal courses from November 1946 and has on its Roll 284 students
:.l,ﬁ::?.?le)::;l Collegs. including 48 lady students{( Out of 57 candidates who appeared for the final
, L.C.P.S. Examination only 15 passed) The hostel accommodation is limited
to 45 students only, and ¢onseque§ltly many applications had to be rejected for want of accommodation.
The Hospital had an accommodation for 160 beds. Thetotal numhber of in-patients admitted during the
period was 1,342, the highest number treated on a single day being 156. . The Dental College had oniits
Roll 66 Students of which 55 were males and 11 females. The number of patients treated at the Clinics
at the College during the peried was 10,705. * The expenditure incurred on the three institutions during
+he period under report amounted to Rs. 1.02 lacs. The Standing Committee hope that in the subse-
quent reports detailed information about the working of the institutions will be incorporated so as to
acquaint the Corporation of the work done therein and the progress made since the taking over of the
institutions by them, '

Dharavi Hospital.

38. 'Of the 86 fresh admissions including 6 exira students from C. P. and Berar made during
SnC.6M c‘;uege the year, 63 were males and 21 females 82 of those students were single, | married
PR and 3 bethrothed.  Their average age at the time of admission was 19.2 years.
At the end of the y8ar, 590 students were on the roll of whom 457 and 133 were, respectively, males and
females, - Of this number, 63 males and 7 females were post-gradeate students including research
students, For clinical instruction i the diseases of children the students are sent to the Bai Jerbai
Wadia Hospital for Children.  Out of 505 candidates sent up from the College fof various examinations
292 passed the whole examination. : *
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The total expendnture including the ¢ost of maintaining hOStels came to Rs: 2, 80 lacs against
Rs. 2.61 lacs in the previous year. Both these amountsare exclusivs of payment of Dearness Allowance -
whichin the year of report camie to Rs, 0.48 lac against, Rs.0.25 lacin the last year. The total expendl-r .
ture amounts in the two years preceding the last year were Rs. 2,66 lacs and Rs. 2.75la¢s. The gross -
cost per student worked out to Rs. 539 and the net cost to Rs, 252.3 against the Correspondmg figures of »
Rs.502.6-and Rs.259.3, respectively, of the last year. o

The revenue of the College by way of tuition fees, hoste] rent, etc., amounted to Rs, 1 49 lacs
agamstRs 1 42 lacs; Rs | 35 lacs and Rs I 3] lacs in the prevmusthree years - .

In all 167 mole studerts were housed in the Hostel. " This was m excess. of the standar& aceo-
mmudation available, but had 10 be resorted tc meet the demand of the students wha could ‘not other-
wise Secure accommodation ln the Clty L1kew1se, 46 lady students had to be provided hostel acco-
mmodatlon of whom 18 were put in vacant I’oom In- tfle new Nurses Home. "The ‘total expendlture
mcurred on the hostels was Rs 2] .785 agamst whlch the mcome derwed was Rs. ‘9 01 0. L

39 The d:sturbances iti the City w}nch started in September 1946 had very: adverse effects:
]  on the general progress of education as revealed in 'the. heavy.decline. in the.:
Education. ~ number of pupils on all sides, . A large number, ofschools, had to be kept- conti-
nuously or mtermlttently cloted, and schools in )noﬂ-affected aréas worked W;th lrregular attendance,
Whilethetotal number of pupils in different Mumcipal Schools at the close 6fthe year showed d Aeclme v
being 1,02,510 against 1,20,713; and 1,18,646 in the previous two yearsthe number o fschools and classes
showed an increase of 5. and 1, respectlvely; .over the number of the previous. year, being 397 and 25,
respechvely. ageinst 392 and 24 inthey year 1945-46 and 389 and 23 in the year 194445, . The increase
of 5 in the number of schools was each under Gu]a.ratl *Boys"’ and “Girls” Scbools, Tarml Telugu,
Kanarese, Malayalam, ete., Schools, Hindi ‘Schools and English Primary Schools.” 'Ong ClaSS was
opened on the Hindi Schools side,  The total mimber of téachers engaged was 3,681 against 3,675, :
3,383; 3,003 and 2,615 in the last four years. Of this number 515 were ordmary‘ hon-bermanent tén.
chers, 1t s to be noted that during the year in 216 Aided Schools against 2113 in the previous year,
he number of pupils rote to 47,431 trom 46,476, 42 464 and 40, 008 in the prevmus three years.

The Municipal grant for the yéar amounfed to Rs 69 29 lacs agamst Rs 60.07 lacs; Rs. 52 7T
lacs; Rs. 46.43 lacs and Rs.41.601:csin the previous four years. Agamst this ]arge amount spent by the
Gorporatlon, the Govemment grant-moa‘id amounted to only Rs. 9. 75 lacs ihcluding Rs' 0.28 lac for |
Englich teaching Arded Schaols, control of w}uch hes been taken aver By the Schools Committee sinée
the year7m3-44 The S{andmg Commxttee here wou]d once again, tfesxre fo 1mpress upon Governm.ent \
the necessxty ' of increasing the amount of the grant-m-ald patticul: 1rIv when the Mumclpal share s
mounting up'nd when the Corporation have to incur additional expendlture as a result of revision of”
grades, payment of Dearness Allowance, etc., consequent upon the rise in the cost of hv,mg oyer whld?
factor the Corporatmn have no control. Besndes, the grant of Rs. 69.29 lacs, the @orporatwn ad flsg
to incur an expenditure of Rs. .81 lac on the Schools Committee’s Head Ofﬁce pet out of the General
Municipal Fund.

The average cost per pupil on the number of pupils on rolls-(1,02,510 was Rs, 64 :
Rs.47.11;Rs. 42.2; Rs. 44.5 and Rs. 52 for the previous four years. Cglculated)on the averag(ilnzg::lgl:: '
of puplls on rolls throughout the year (1,13,237), the cost per pupil worked out to Rs. 58.04 against
Rs 48.04; Rs. 46.7; Rs. 47.9 and Rs. 54.4 for the previous four years. These tremendous increases
in the averages are attributed to the grantmg of grades to teachers according to qualifications by the-
removal of the former rule of a fixed proportion of trained and untrained teachers and the enhanced rate
of Dearness Allowance. These two factors were in existence in the previous year too, -

The total amount of grants paid to Aided Schools was Rs. 3.56 lacs against Rs. 3.29 lacs; Rs. 2.82
lacs; Rs. 2.12 lacs and Rs. 2.16 in the previous four years. The amount of Rs. 3.56 lacs was paid after
applying a cut of 6] per cent. on the total assessed amount of Rs. 3.78 lacs. The total expenditure
incurred by these schools amounted to Rs. 23.72 lacs against Rs. 22.97 lacs and Rs. 17.44 lacs in the pre-
vioustwo years. With46,907 asthe average number of pupils on the rolls of these schools, the cost per
pupil works out to Rs, 50.5 against Rs. 49.9 and Rs. 42.7 in the last two years. 'T'hisaverage, however,
compares very favourably with the Municipal average. The cost per pupil to the Municipality by way
of grant comesto Rs. 8.2 against Rs. 7.5 and Rs. 6.9 in thelast two years.

The teaching of Hindustarii was further stimulated during the year, as about 30,900 pupils be-
longing to groups of schools other than Urdu and Hindi came within its scope from June 1946, During
the year 128 teachers for Hindustani teaching were prepared.

. 1,128 pupils received vocational instructions in 12 different Central Schools where subjects like
Rarpentry, Tailoring, Clock repairing, Printing and Binding, and Signboard Painting are taught.

40. Against the demand for 80 tons of paper for printing Rolls for General Elections, etc.,
Municipal Printing Press. Covernment gave a release order for 40 tons only, this quantity was further re-
micipa’ Trinting duced to about 35 tons due to the inability of the paper mills to supply the full
quantity. As, hOWever, the General Elections were postponed after the work had been two-thirds
completed, the saving was used for general Municipal purposes. During the year, the Press had to
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‘cope with the new demand resulting from the takmg aver of the management of the Bai Yamunabai L.
Nmr Charitable Hospltal arrd its attached institutions. -The normal requirements of the other depart-
ments also showed an increase with the result that the paper stock came down. The total quantity of

paper consumed durmg the year was 60 75 tons against 43.25; 40.5; 31;37 and 53 tons during the pre-
ceding quinquennium. -

-As the Press was unable to cope w1th the work of prmtmg the Voters’ List consisting of about 8
lac names, the work had to be distributed to other Presses at rates varying from Rs 13 to Rs, 28 per
page.

The Literacy Class started in 1943-44 for teaching Enghsh by the Basic Method to the Press
workers ceased to functron from Ist September I946 asthose who desrred to have training had comple-
ted the coumse, . -

The Profit and Loss Account and the Pro forma Balance Sheet as on 31st March 1947, reveal
that the transactions of the year closed with a surplus of Rs. 3,617 on the total turnover of Rs, 3.04 lacs

against the surplus of Rs. 2,646 and Rs. 2,513 on the total turnover of Rs. 2,15. lacs and Rs. 2.18 lacs,

respectwely of the previous two years. The strength of the labour staff is on the increase, being l48
agalnst 136;120; 110and 113 of the previous four years.

41, This Department has been in existence since 1931 but a very bnef report of its Workmg
' Legal Ammmt,’ be- has been annually submitted. In their reviews of the last two years’ reports :
‘pmment ; the Committee had asked for a'more detailed information of its working, but
* such information is absent also in the report under review.

Durmg the year, the Department received 4,340 files and addressed 2,096 letters to outside
partres ortheir legal advisors, whilelegal advices and opinions were given on 135 documents.

. The report contains mformauon about the number of High Court Suits, etc., attended to by the
Department | but no mention is made of the result of those cases or references even though this informa-
tion was sought for in the review of the previous year’s report.

42 " This year also the reports of the Municipal Chief Auditor have not been included in the .
- . " " Administration Report, Since the receipt of the Report by the Committee from
A'-dit. - .. theCommissioner, the Municipal Chief Audltor has submitted hrs reports which
- : " " will be forwarded to the Corporatmn in due course.
8, ln conclusron. the Standing Comrmttee desire to record their high appreciation of the
. very able and valuable services rendered by Mr, U, M. erchandam. 1.CS.,
. "Mr. N. V. Medek, c.1. E., and Mr. B. K. Patel, 1.c.s., whose high ad Stra-
tgve ability and financial acumen were of great help to the Commlttee in the admmlstratlon of' the civic
affeurs of the Corporatlon. - :

Acknowledgement.

MUNICIPAL Conpormror: V.B.GANDHI, , -

. OFFICE, - - R Chmrman. Standmg Commrttee.
Bombay. 14th ]anuary 1948A o ' e
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