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THE AUNDH STATE CONSTITUTION
A PRESS NOTE.]
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The text of the Anndh:State ~ Constitution has.,
recently appeared in the State Gazette of 315t Dacember
1938 'The oﬂicml toxt is in Marathl, but an Enghsh and
a Ca.nareae transIahons are a.lso gblmhe& "The'i
Constitution js expected to’ become law before {'.he end -
ofJanual:y igsg. ' ‘

TERITEAG !
. Aj dtriking: fea.tnre Qf the Gonspltutmnuls.that not,
' only"even Jone-.point in - the proclamaticn . of Ney.Ist.;
1938 was whittled down, but- in many respecta- thay
Constltqtton has } gona | lnrther than what wag antlclpated
iy the proclamalu,o 'l‘hls showa tha eatnesbness of the,
Raja of Aupdh and, hls determmatl.on not to staqdlx
the way,of the trgedom for hm peop],q‘ . _
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- The Co,nst;tutlon 1s almple and busmesshke,, Tha '

vﬂlaoes are electmg Panchayats by vot;es of all hterate

admlts., The. Panchavat& are given, WAQQ admmlatmtwe
and judiciary powers. The presndents ot 4ll the Panchayatq
in a. Taluka constltute ‘the Taluka Counell whlp receives
half o£ the revenue of the’ Taluka. for red;stnbutmn :
amongst’ the Puneha_yats '.[.‘here will "be ﬁve Talila,
Counclls in the State and each’ Ta.luf;a conncll‘ ‘will ‘sond
its president and two elected members tothe Législative:

Assemblyy that willthns: consist. oft 15unembers on.ly

‘The Lemslative Assembly will® be the supreme
Authority in the State. The Ruter is «'the fist sorvant
and; the bparer-of conacience of the:peopls,” and as,such
iaigiven; the power-to return any bill for. necousndpgampg

- f6p 3 sessions.of the: Legislative; -Assembly, . tor contra)
the velations- withi the,, Paramauant, Powars, to.esll; for
extraordinany sessions:of, the, Assambly.and; to, suspend
the govacnment. fou semotm regons,, pravidad, q.,sesstpq
nf. the, Aqsembly; is,called for immediately,.

The" 'Leo'nlatwe ‘Asserably id mdlsaoléable “and
renews itself gradually as & when the tenure of office of
its members expires;

Tne Government consist of a Pmme Minister and
not moce than two Ministers, nominated by the Ruler
from amongst the members of the Legislative Assembly
and responsible to the Assembly.

The total revenue of the State is divided into . two
equal parts, one part going to the Panchayats, the ,
other to finance the Government budget votable by’
the Assembly. The Privy Puarse is subject to the vote
of the Assembly except for the first five years, when
it is fixed at Ra. 36,000/-per year,

Basic education is universal and compulsory.. The
State does not undertake to provide higher education
except for training people for Gosernment services, In
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order to make "up the' clause on literacy franchise the
State will immediately start a -compaign for liquidation
of adult illiteracy within a.year.

_ 'I‘he Justlce will be much slmphﬁed. The bulk of
Juetwe will be administered by the Pancha.yats and
there will be a High Court Judge for oontrolhng the
work of the Panchayats and for all residual justice. .

The panchayat justice will be free of all charge;
and the State will provide free legal advice and insti-
tute a public defender of the same status as the publie .
prosecutor SN

During the first two years of the constitution the
Government will not be subject to a no-confidence vote
- and for the first five years the Ruler will have right to
nomina.te five members to the Legislative Assembly.

The repreeentatlon by mterests pronded in the
proclamatlon was abolished, as well as the raeervatlon
‘of & cortain fixed percentage of the State revenue for
-the Ruler

The Constltutlon is mtrmmcally a peasant conetltu-
_ tion and gives all the powers to the peasantry. Other

interests have nothmg to defend them except their
ueeﬁﬂness and their services to the villages.

"The -preamble of the constitution guarantees to

every. Citizen several political and civil rights, mcludmg _
the rlght to work and hvehhood

* Fora predommantly agncultural country like Indm
‘the 'Aundh Move is extremely significant. It is still
more significant if we take into consideration that it took
its final ehape in Shegaon: :The 'success of this constitu-
~ tion in Aundh may have a deep influence on the poli-
tical 'and social structure of the entire ‘conntry and the
“work going on in Aundh is watched with acate interest

" by all who are mterested in the future of India. .
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