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VICTHtiS-OF :SHIKAR~- LUST . . 

IN TilE STATEOF CUTCII 

Tlllll. sub-io!ned table. gives a picture of : the conditions prevalllng 1n the medieaval state: 

ar.Cutch 1n Western India. H. H. the MAHARAO is a leading spokesman of the Princes of India 

~d holds a very high position in the chamber of Princes. He has been to many countries .of 
I '. '. . - - - .• • ~ 

ll:urope and Africa and h,as seen muc~ of the world, __ :In. or_der to satisfy the lust of Sb.ikar he has: 

Imported Cheetahs from Africa and let them loose in tlie Jungles or· Cutch. iro~~where they 

are used to make sallies and claim cattle as well as _human beings as their- victims. The -Peoille -

o! Cutch are forbidden to attack these• beasts and they have to suffer 1Jenatties if :they dare 'to 
• • ~ :. • : J -' ••• .)' 

do any such thing even in self-defence: People are,mauled and wounded and also-killed by these 
•t •• • ' . ~ -· ... • - ·'. 

beasts as evidenced by the facts enumerated in the :accompanying table.· ·: People have aslted 

··and agitated against ~his grievous wrong, but to no _purpose. In sheer degperatlon some of _;~he 

workers are. contemplatiilg. ~ome: 11-ctive steps ,to• end thl3 _unfo~~ate state . of things.· It 1s: 

necessary that public bodies and People in public life should know things as· they are. They 

ID:ust, also know that the defenceless people of the· State are deprived of. all remedies as the 

state bas the pro~ction of the mighty British Government in 'all itS doings and misdoings. '': 

The inherent right of the People to rise in rebellion against misrule. and . oppression ,;bas 

been taken away ·by the British b~yoriet and the machine-gun;, . The anomaly' of this s!tuation_ 

bas not yet dawned upon the British Administrators and public men, and the Prlnces and the!r

mytmldons go on merrtly oppressing' their unfortunate subjects. 'I hope, tne eloquent facts,· as 
.. • .• , ~ ,;·;"> , ;1 . . ~ . 

revealed by this note will open the eyes· of persons regponslble for. the Administration of India -

and drastic steps' td .remedy the situation will be promptly taken With' a view to ensure protection 

tO llie People of the State. ·' ·;. 
. : .L . .:. !'"~~-~-- :-: '. -:_. ,:J ~') .. 

BALVANTRAY MEHTA, ' 

General Secretary, 

ALL INDIA:. STATES' PEOPLE'S':: 

CONFEREN.CR 



MAHARAO OF CUTCH · 

. PET IIOBBY OF SIIIKAR; 

PERSONS WOUNDED AND' DEAD BY CHEETA~S A~D HQG~ 
22 Persons Killed by Cheetahs 

\' - < 2 Persons ·Killed by Hogs 
42 Persons Wounded by Chee~ahs 
38 Persons Wounded by Chee~ahs 

l'ABLE SHOW"mG PARTICULARS REGARDING PERSONS INJURED OR DEAD AS A RESULT OP 

ASSAULTS FROM CHEETAHS LET LOOSE IN JUNGLES BY THE MARARAO OF CUTCB IN ORDER TO 

1. 

;t!o. 

. . . SATISFY HIS_ PET HOBBY OF SHIKAR. , 

a. 
Name of the VictJm. 

THOSE KILLED. BY CHEETAHS 

Age. 

4 

Vlllage. 

5 

Taluka. 

6 

Year. 

1 Llladhar Shamji Sonl. 1!8. · · Sabhral Mandvl 1937. 

2 Meru Gela Rabari 37. ., 1937. 

B.EMARK : wounded at nine In the morning 1n the Bazar and cUed 1n ~a Mandvl HospitaL 

3. 
~~..:4. t' 

Plriuui. Slll:lar Koll 

·'·· 1 Sachu Abha Koll 

4& • . 

22. 

SUjapur 

.. .. 
1937. 

1931 . 

Rp:MARK: B1s son WhO had already lost hJa mother having thus lost hJa father also is nOW aD orphli.Ji 
at the mercy of his relatives. 

. 
' II. .. . Nodhiulji.Kundharjl 45. 

c.'-:. Devjl Rajmalj! BO. 

'· Fatu Janu Sota 150. 
c .... Aibh Phool Sota so. 
I I; ~Ullllllll. Mussa Sora 20. 

c io. Maluk Asha Jogl so. 

Gunerl 

.. 
Zumara 

.. 
V1ranl 

Virani 

Lakhpat 

.. 

.. 
Nakhatrana 

Nakhatrana 

1935. 
1935 • 
1934. 
1936~ 

. 1937. 

!937. 
ltEYARK: Was a servant In the Sh1kar Party of the State. Go~ R& •• , •. <Twenty' Korlea) · oDI7 fli 

cu. ' 
12. 

compensation, 

· BhibhaJt Akharajt 

Abdu!la Sumar Plnjara 

Jat Woman (Name
unknown) ... . . " 

:REMARK : Bad come to graze cattle. .. . . .- ~ - --

·. '~ li. .. 
17. 

Khlma Harji Kanjl ... \' . . 
.-Kumbhaji Patanjl ;rada. 

.Tusab·IO¥Uakna Kheba· 

Amu Datta Kheba 

40 

45 

· Jalodar 

• 
· Nakllatrana 

Between Panel and Mad Rakhal 1935. 

40, Pan elL Nakhatrana . 

50. Loria Bhuj 

30. !. Jadura BhuJ 
45. • .. 

1938. 

wa: 

19H. 

1936. 

1936 .. 

.1938. 

REMARK: servant of the Shlkar Party. The wife of one gets some small allowance through l.nfiuence. 

IS. 

11. 
20. 
. 11: 
·tt, 

unknown. .. 
• .. 

Barach or Abdaso 
Asambla Mandvi 
Bandra Bhuj 

.. • 
• .. 
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THOSE INJURED ·BY CHEETAHS. 

1 2 3 4 

1. Panell 

\ \ 5\,. . . 

Madi .::.::: 

249 

h . ,. 
' 8 It 

I, 

REMARK: 
Jat woman, name unknown 

Had come to graze cattle. ,!' 

2. 
3. 
4. 

Vasta Lalji Kanbl 
J!Jleta Arjan Kanbi 

· Rambai wife of Shlvdas 

20. 
30. 

Todio 
n 

Naraindas 35. , 
5. Teja Hira Kanbl 50. Kotdo 
6. Isu Ladha Mungal 40, Af!amblo, l·: 
7. Gorbai Dosal Charan 42. - Karodio · 

,, 
.. 

Mandvl · ··: 
· Abdaso 

BhuJ 

·, 
. ··II • . 

1934 •J 
( '1 . 

'•·;··,-, ..... 
• ·aa.:~-19s·r 

8. Rama Dhana Ayar 40. Varll 
9 Rudli. Sava Ayar 50. , . '!. • "' .! ... \'. 

10. Kasha Vlra 30. ., ·' ', ' · ·.,: ' , '",./\ ... (. 

11. Mema Vala 22. ,. . .. .. 
12. Vala Devananc' . 28. ., , . ,. . '.l · 
13. Raja Rata 28.. ." • , ,. : > :; ";;,,:·'! .. : 
14. Dhana Kheta 10 , ., ., 

·'' 

15. Bijal Ruda Ayar 50 , . .. ,. 

REMARK: Had the body of an .athlet. Having been severely wounded is. now living in. a. seml-c:onscio~.· 

16. 
17. 

condition. ' ' .l '•: · 

Vanvlr Hadu Rabwrt 
Sonabai Koll 

,35. 
37. 

Varll .. 'Bhuj. 
"r 

1937.";.,:~ 
1937;:·; 

18. Amu Suleman Manjodi 35. Gangaon · '· , ~ : i, Nakhatralll' 1937 •. :,.:· 

REMARK: Kllled the Cheetah whlle it attacked a. cow: ~Y blo\V,,~~ ~thi ancl :wounded s~V!!~~ ·~ ~r 
bed for two months owing.!o a deel? wound on the. Jile~~;:. , , . .:· , , , , ;, , · .. :· 

19. • Vlshram .Rambh~~ 18. Bibar 

20. Mamad Mode Zureo 
REMARK : Was treated .in the BhuJ Haspital for three monthfl, 

'. . .. ·.') 

· Nil.khatrana:. .. ; ". 

_,.' . :I. 
· · · · BhuJ 

) 1937.' 
- ·.,, . ,: •' 

JJ36..1·'· 
,\'J 

•'' 'r' .I ,, ,,.•.,>·.;· 
21. Mariabat Khamlsha 12. Zureo Bhuj 1935. 

. ~ ' .· . . " : ;:-rr· --·~.t ~ 

22. Kumbhaji Hamirjl 40.. Khara!ila. · .. . Nakhatr~a · 1934 

REMARK : Kllled the 9heetah by a blow of Lath!. 'aot wounded s·everely himself. He was found lnno- .·. ' 
' ' .r'' 

cent after one year and a. half 1n Bitah Court. r . i 1 · .• :. : :X' . . ·, 

23. Viram Devkaran Ayar · ' Veg . Nakhatra.Da · 1937 •. t·:: 
14. Jetha Kachra 20. Nokhan BhuJ 1935. ·. :; 

25. Karshan Dosanl 18. Voria BhuJ 1934 ·' 

REMARK : Wounded by a wild animal named Vaju. 

26 •. 
27. 

1. 
I. 

Bachu Mistrl 
Rabari Jakhu Vanaka 

Bachau Adat KumbllQ 
Sadat Darla Jat 

40. 
20. 

25. 
30. 

40. 
35. 
40. 

.to. 
35. 

Jadura 
Heidi 
Slnogra 
Loaria. .. 
Kredol 

Zarparo 
Balandra. 

REMARK: When he lecl 'the ~ntr~ala to wate~-tank he was killed by a hog, 

·BhuJ 

Mundra. 
Lakhpat 

1938. 
:' .1934. ' 

1934. 

1934. 

• 
• .. .. 
• 

1931 
1931. 

• 
r 

- J 



.a 

THOSE INJURED BY BOGS 
,I' . \, 

i. a ·, . Sakha.ra· Vlsla Charan 1. 35. Zarpara 
. 3. Pahabal Isak Chakl .. 
3 •. i' ·,J Uka Ram .Charan 40. u I 

4. . ,Vela Soju Shah ~0. 

· 6.1 . : · I Dh~na Gopal Megwal , , 30. 

Bhujpar 

I Gundlall 

·'· . REMAlUt: Wounded severely. In Mandvt Hospital. 
/ 

a. ~-· · .· '· ·r Mala neva Megwal '10. aundlall 
' 

REMAlUt • After 14 attacks he was taken to Mandvt Hospital. 
4 •. I,. 'I :· I . . . 

.... , .. 
s.·· 

Ranaji.Jesangjl Hala 
Deva ~asar Matang 

45. GundlaU 
40., .. 

Mundra 1936 •. 
, 
"· Mundra 1934. 

Mandvt 1937. 

!\{andvt 1934.. 

~dvt 1936. 

• 
,, 

9 •.• Jivra~· Hansraj Rajgor 35. , , . 1934 

REMARK: After being injured by the Hog, he kllled the Hog by hls stick and he was arrested by pollee
and was charged of hunting." He was hara.Ssed for two years and released after he was 
Innocent. . ' 

10.: .. t: • · .r, · Dragjl Meghji Rajgo:r :· :: · 36. ' GundiaU Baugh Mandvt. 1937. '. 
11. Sundarjl Khimjl Rajgot ~o. " " . 12. ' Sumara Malabal 36 • Bldada Gundlali Mandvl 1931. 
13.-''·1:' Prelnjl Mavji ~ajgor 
14.-i.;.;! Kanbl Vasta Parvat 

28. 'Gundiali Baugh 
" 

1935 •. ' .. ... 1937.' ' " 
15 •. \. ,1,' ,·Kanbl Ramjl Natha -'· ··· 40. Mundra I 1935. ,; '( 

IiEMArut : ·He w~ beliii ~barged of i:l'initlrtg in 1937 and arrested and beaten severely; also hls: wife and ' 
son were arrested. He was asked to give 260 Kodes and afterwardS he appealed to Police 

\' 

111 •. ~.·ax 
17. 

18. 
'11"1·· .. 

Commissioner. 
'' 

Son of ~~ Natha 
, ., 

Shangar Kara, 30. 

. ' • '! '' 
Mandvl c,; 1935 .... .. .. .. 

Mandvl .. 1937 • 

REMA.rut: After he was threatened by Mandvi Fojdar;·he refused to be arrests but gave the evidence-
'' 

• < 
•.• : l 

19. 
20. '"' •.• 21 ol > ,,, 

22: ... :'' 

23. 
2~. 

: of :hts in.!ilrtes to the people slirrounding hiin. · 
' ' . 
'. ,' I 

Memon Budha Tarmohm'ed 
Me!JlOn Budha 

' Memon. Bai Rahima 
Sumara Tamachi 
Kanbl Valji Punja 
Rajgor Ratibai Khimji 

40. 
10. 
o. 

38. 
42. 

. Mandvl 
Mandvl 
Mandvl 
Mandvl 
Mandvt 
Gundiali 

·;. 

1934. 

•• 
1933 •. 
1925. 
1934.' 

Mandvl 1934. 

25, . ,. ,. Rajgor Umarbai Narsl ; , , .. ; 25 . r . " Mandvl 1937. 

:REMABit : Severely· injured. Was ;ly.lng in Mandvl Ho~tal. 

26.! '": t 
27. 
28. 
2d. ~ ;. 
so. " 
31. 
32. 
33. 

' 84. .. 
35. 
86. 

~agji Sundarji 
Kanbi DevraJ. ,Ramjl: . ' : ' 

Bati Sidik Mamad 
aona:: Lana Sati, 
Haja Bava 
Oshwai. Thavar, 
Osh;wal. Sonl Hadha . ! 
Shanga.r Budha Natha 
Megwal Karman Mega ! . '. ,l-CL 

l.tumbhar Virjl Bhoja 
Ayar Lakha Dana ,, 

I, 

.,., •• ! ,-. ~' l ' .. 

35. 
30. 
24. 

40. 
40. 
24. 
16. 
60. 
45. 

. : so;" 

l .· 

- ' Mask a Mandvt 1937. 
· Uandvl .. 1937 •.. 

" .. 1931. 
Sabhral .. 

Kall-Taravdl Bhuj 1931; 
Samkhlarl Vagad 1931. .. : .. .. 
Bambdai Mandvl 1937 •. 

,!. .. .. l: .. 1937. : 
.. " .. .. .. .. 

ALL INDIA STATES': PEOPLE'S CONFERENCE,,: 

·BOMBAY, 15th November, 1937. 
.'I • ,. 



• 1: ·1'he 'following statement ·ts 'l§sue<tby:'the ttmbWi Prnja~M!ndal!J~riJ · 
.·.!J-,,:·;-.. :_·,·,_f ·, ,· I •. ' . • ••• .··;: ~---; •• -~·;. ·:· p ~·d f'-'\.1F·J{i!~ 1 !ld 

;. , The Limbdl ~iwaq has stated that :exagg~ratel;l report~. a);i.P~~r•· 9.,{ 
colties in Limbdl have .appeared in the Press, .He dare not give <;orr~qt 
i~cts l.lnd!!r, . the. excuse that the· matter-.· 1~ . suti-Judice.' .. 'rhere .~~·: 9o~J;l~#g 
sub-judice. Here are a .feW .facts about the c;lacoity ·at Pansin~. wl\lc~, t~~ 

• . ,- ·• , , ·•.• ,•, f'' I_ • ,, )' .'' "' 

Diwan.may challenge, .if _he dare to. , . : : ~-.. . , , . : ,,. , q 
February 5th .was . celebrated as a Rajkot Day at1 E'.ansina and. ther~ 

was a meeting which dispersed at about 10 P. M. About q J'1 lVJ;, peopl~ 
.ht:ard firin~ .all round in the ~village a~d o~t:llde, , ·!henj .. on~, .~!r one 
~.0\l~~s,.of. ~aja Mandal workers .or.sympathis~rs. were.r,a~pe~1 .. ,:··,;: ."•n'! 
~"''iJAbout 8Q _persons .appear to .. have. ¢orne. .:they,. d1vid~Ji4 .... ~l].eft1S.el~~~ 
:int.O;J:wo. 'batcnes of about .20 persons each, th(\ r~s~,,~llmainin~.~op.tsi~~.V~e 
M.llage,!S).ll'roundlng it.. . ''I-.·· .. ·:: .; :·; ' · .. ··H;[ r,,; !!," d 
~i'I1:Tht-Y,·'had come. armed with all kiqtls J>f · , weapons: :suc:h·· as·r·.gl!JUI. 
·swords; kn1ves, iron rods, green. bamboo.' sticks,:,etc.i and~ )had.•.;broug:ht 
ntotors. ·. -. · . .. r l · \:.- t 1· .• ·:..-~ :· ·.·.r.! ;:,·~J·-··;; !>.t~'·J 

'I'hey w~z:e' dressed tci disguiSe 'and carried torches 'and ~anterns. ~~";•i.l 
I ' -' ' I ' . ' •: • . ... .' - '·' . ~- . I t : • - • ' ~ ' .- - ' : , , - ,. . ' • ,. ,. ' ~- 1 • 

··· . The .dacoits first locked the Pra]a .Mandal'pmce .frori\. · outside :.·to 
'', :. ' • • _ • • • : - ·, ·~ • •• • -~ __ • • • _! I r · ·! :. ~ · : ·, , , '· • '): • ·l 

prevrn.t .the volunteers from commg o~t and ~lle_n, p~oq~~~.ed .. :, :~ -·~·: .<:: · 
I.' • ~ 1·. • - • ' I J ( .• -' • ' .• ' \ • • ,. _! .,l .... ,. . j_ • • : .. : ,. J. [ ' " .. , ....... •(.. J ) 

.-;. · .. J>~e party: attack~d Chunilal pbarsef,• .. ~e ~.~ .J.s .. J.n,sanF ;~in~ -5. .l?f 

..fi Ylilars and is :very poo~. His, m~d ·ll()}lSe}s . .fallen~~:.~Re ~1:\d·~~is,.~f~:m~ 
,in, .th~ .:ve~andah. , ;His :crime. was that .pis. son .l~ll.w;S.W,.l_ 'W~~ ~:.;praj ~' 1.4~
:·da,l. :vplunteer. T,he,.dacoits broke .. 9.pen: ~e ()Uter .. ~oor ... and1 a~u~-_.~O,P,El!; 
.J~ops. ente~ed. 'l'hey ~st asked .. for, B.J:l:qral_al. , ~~ }YfS 1 sl~e.plp.g -!lot.':.~ 
Praja Mandal_()fllce1 , T.l;leY, then b~~b~ur.Ef? Ch~a1.al}4. 1 l:J..!.s 1w,tte . .-,:';l'h,e 
mad man shrieked and prayed. f()!. ·Il1erq:y. r:. ·l!U! )V!f~·~, ear"}Tings.:,wer.~, .rq
moved. Everything in their house was broken and destroyed. Chl,milal 
'andhiswif.ehaveieft:Parisin~~' · · ·' ''. '·' · ·I• ··,.: ,: .• •''· '·:: ... 

• • .· · .. :·:r: .• _,, ''··, :1 ;•: .•. ./ .:~~.t ~~-~ f , •. ,._ .. j{._J""',~: : 

, ...... ~e~ cam~ ~he turn. of . Nl\,thala1 Pursbottam., ,aJ?.Qth~r ,P~li-Ja,. ~andal 
worker. HiS aged parents were sle.epin~. ip, t~e; Ol;lter ,v~ran~IJ:h, ~J:I.I.s 

,daughter ~ged .14 ... His. wifll :WaJ! sle~ping ,.il;l .. the :~OOD)l,; .haviJ:?.g, J:l~~vered 
·.:about; . 20 ,d~ys .ago. • He . WaJ! ·. sltteping: .J.n. ·the !?U~e:r., ve~~!ildah~ 1 ~ ftle,; .~gn 
railiuge of .this verandah were broken. .Nathalal·attempted .. to' fiy -bY,. t.ne 
outer doo.r .. ·He met four. or .fi~e _.:Perspns1 •• fac1I?-~· ,him,y.rith..r~~sv ;:~~~me 
.bn~k .. He, ~as .. soundly belaboured,;~th- s~ic~. P:~~-.fl~~i· ;·'·'Y~!~peat 
cUJncutly he carried his wife. to·~ ,nf\gh~o~ .. ~ .. ."~~~)at~A~,;~t;~1;~1 :a:,~q:Nl 
was assaulted and seriously injured. He was wounded on tlie heaa and 
bled .. Nathalal's·daughter··aged 14 'Was tittacked' and ;~If ·ornaments 'tin her 

·.person removed. She has been so terribly ·fiightened 'that ·Sil!r is: weepihg 
all the while. His two houses were 'b'rok(m op'eri.t J! :All':boxes,'··targli'S:rld 

·small were·broken ·and the dacolts carried awayj ornaments: ail.ci '•'cash 
'~orth about 8''to 10 thousand. Nathaiai and his fatnily''have 'le:ii·Pai:islJi:L 

Then came the tum of Sukhlal i~rai. '.His s~n Kantilal '*as ~ish'
7

a' 
Pri..ja Mandal volunteer. The outer door was first 'J:)roken ·tbid about 15. 

:persons ·entered. They ·first asked for Ka'ntilal. · 'He was sleeping :,a.t the 
Praj~L'Mandal Office. Then Sukhlal, his wife arid his daug'hter·.We<re"at
t!l.cked and inj.ured. . His. 'houses were,. broken· open ·and ·:many things 
de~tro~ed. ·The dacoits. carried away booty worth about Rs .. 's,Olii>J·' .. ·u 
~~~'.•) ·-~ •'' ..•. , . , 1 , . · . '. • ·.,, ., • , • I , ~~ ._.1 • 1,t 

Another party appears to have gone the other way. They. first· went 
to Nagardas' Chhaganlal.: His outer door was broken open. iie· ii,nld.':-hfs 

'wiie closed the· doors of the house~ The dacotts begarl to· ·break 'the'doors 
·with .. axes ·and. iron rods. Some. time 'thereafter Nagardas 'himself' opened. 
the house. He was attacked and seriously injured. lie w'as robbed. ·Many 
things were broken. . The dacolts then again· attacked Nagardas to· show 
this valuables. They· .threatened to kill his children .sleeping in the house. 

· They threatened to attack. his wife. · . ·. • · .... 1 ' 

::· . Then came the turn· of Kalidas Dhanji, President of ihe.Praja,.Mairi
dal who lives next to Nagardas. There is a wall in 'between· 'them.··· The 
dacolts went over the wall. Kalidas lives alone. He attempted .to ~~~'by 



the Cluter door, He opened lt.and :was immediately attacked and severely 
belaboured by 4 or 5 persons standng outside. He became unconscious. 
He .was thrown ln a cot a:i:l.d his house was broken open. Everything in it 
was dest.royoo and' valuables carried. away. Theri he' was att!tcked to 
show more. Three or fout 'persons sat upon his chest and attacked him 
With knives and swords. He received serious injuries. He had a sword
thrust at the back about 3-4 inches deep and was in a pool· of blood. He 
has been removed to the Hospital and has been operated. Kalidas is 
aged about 55.' '. .. ,. . . ' 

. Then· came the turn of Chhotalal Punjabhai, another prominent 
Praja Maridal worker. His outer door was broken open. 'One servant·in 
the gangway was beaten. The iron· railings of the verandah were then 
broken. Chhotalal and his'' wife were in one of the rooms. The dacoits 
'began breaking it with axes & iron rods. Some time thereafter Chhotalal 
himself opened the room. He and his wife were dragged out and severely 
beaten with 'green bamboo sticks and kicks. The dacoits. then broke 

. open boxes large and small in the house and carried the valuables. They 
then .again attacked. C.hhotalal to show. more, A lantern was thrown on 
his head.. There was serious injury. He was wounded on the hand. A 
'stick was thrust 'm his' back part.' . The clock thim struck 12-30. The 
clock was immediately broken: His wife was then attacked and the or~ 
n'aments on' her person removed. She had silver-ware. on~ her· feet which 
'pould not be· removed; · They attempted to cut ·her feet but then aban
·doned. · They then broke' 'an'other rooni ·and destroyed a great deal. Then 
'they wanted to go·· Upstairs ... The stair-case door was locked. It was 
·fired upon 'and'' th'eri broken.'' Thr~e-more· rooms were broken open up
. stairs and 'vahiables carrioo ; away . and mariy'i. other' things destroyed. 
·chhotalal's Wife is .·in bed and· removed to Ahmedabad. . 

, 1 , · I , r , ' '. • ,' ; . I - , . • ,•, , , ' _ , _ I , ~ ' • 

The dacoits also have broken open five shops one of them being a 
small shop of Bhuralal son of Chunilal. · : · '" · · 
' ',: 'They appear to have left at about 1-30 A. ':M •. All this while there was 
:·continuous firing in the alr all' roimd.. · .. 
:- : Fvery one who' has been' attacked, iriJlired and robbed is either a 
worker or a member of the Praja :Mandal~ The dacoits met several other 
persons·. They were asked to go away. ,'There were three marriage par
ties in the village that night. . Th~y were not even approached. 

• ·, . ; • : ·,' • .. , ' -I - -· ' _... ( . . • 

. There Is a pollee 'party kept at Pansina and there are a number of 
village watchmen. Not one-/of them' came .out. · . ' ' ' : ' . , 

1 , No S,tate servan~ went to make an~ inquiries even in the morning. 
News was received, !n: Limbdi at ab~ut 9 A. j.\1:. next day and immediately 
doctors were sent and Kalldas who was .in _a precarious condition was re~ 
moved to Limbdi and other Uljured .were attended to. About ~0 workers 
of the ;E'raja Mandai from Limbdi went immediately . and brought. to 
~imbCu all those who desired to come away. _· . 

Darbar. Gopaldas came to Pansina on the 7th February. He . inter
viewed each one of those who was attacked and wounded and · visited 
each. place. He saw the destruction. At ·several places, the bamboo 
sticks, pick-axes and iron rods. were left by the dacoits .. They pave been 
brought to Limbdi. 

. .. The State is now said to be investigating. We do not want to. com
_ment. at this stage on the methods of so-called investigation. 

· ~imilar. is the tale in other villages. Another village Ralol four. miles 
away from Pansina was looted the same night and only Praja Mandai 

· workers were attac~ed, injured and robbed .. 
Criminal ,intimidation and threats of personal injury and assasina

. tlon ·are held. out to all persons who work for, or are members or sympa
thisers of the Praja Mandai. There are dacoities and thefts galore in 
the vi~lages. Hundreds have fied and are :flyings. There is absolutely 

. no safety of person or property. 
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The following. Statement· is issued .. by ... tlle~ni.btll P-ri11K·>Man'd3J;.l;o..:t.s·.;-~ 

· "The dispatch from: the speCial· c()tresp~ridenti ::6f~ the · ''Times'··ot ·:.'fn'dtii 
published in its issue of· itJ:l· February demands a:·replyi ·1rti1S. obvloiisly 
intended to. cover the· sins; of LinibdV It -is 'amazing· · for ~ts' '·Sugge&f:id 
Falsi and· Suppreclo Veri. ·' · : ' . · : .: ·I. : .• : • :· ,;, 2 ' • ,.,._ • : :: ·) 

In November; December, last . prominent: eitiz~ ''bf·' bmbdfi.~met 
Yuvraj in ·Bombay and exi>ressed their desire ·to· ·edil<!ate the-'• lpeo1)icN~td 
take part in Government> The· Yuvraj 1assuted the leaders·tiiat· riot: only 
h~ welcomed 'such' movement but that· he would'render all ass!sta.nce'and 
give 'his car to· the w~rkers to'' go to the ~lllages;· "Praja• -''MahtiaP'l was · 
tbeteaJte'r· founded· in Bombay. and ' :Aluriedabad:' • . During: : Christm:asi ;the 
leaders went to Limbdi· to establis:ti Praja..:'Mandal·; at::L{mbdl,tt,; At.J:tM 
invltation-'ot Yuvhij thcf1eaders •saw him.- There·was a· eompleterbh&n@ 
of front on his part: He had deVised a.' scheme· to -divided the'·''city~:;a;nd 
vlllages and to divide people· by· communities. ·He insisted thali the-Praja
Mandal should under :no circuriistances · go; to the villages. ' He: ;pr6fessed 
concern for the ; v1llages, but wanted :-dictatorial\ powers' to1

' work 'his' sol 
·called scheme. The Yuwaj is a· polittcal'theortst arid' believes ih'autoL 
cracy which he calls benevolent. He hates defuiJcracyo: 1; 1 iie'· lireaded 
nothing 'more tha:ri Praia>Mandal workers' 'going to'·th~~ :Vf.ilagi!s;r He 
stated that he ·was· Willing'to grant 1cei'tairi reformS such: its poinil~fMUilf
cipai.lty and COntrOl f OVer hbspital "and edUC~tiori. ··fn i/rthe ;- Cfty· L' OD ~~~the 

condition that the Praja-Mandal agreed to leave the. villages cofuplefely 
to him. The Praj a-Mail.dal workers naturallY{ · woul.d I).O~ ~ a:gr~. , ~ s~c,:)il 

' o • ·•~·· '•'' o\,o.o 1J • .. • 1;, )o ~ !,, ... __ !,. ~ '•-~ .... \:.}~~~ ~";l,t.. 

a condition. The Limbdl state like the rest of India lives in its yillages. 
•· '. ·I ;._ ' ! 

Out of an income of about eight lac_s Limbdi city yields only abou~ rupees 
fifty thousands. There was no use for a Praja-Mandal which could not 
reach the villages. The Yuvraj then started that he. was willing to make 
a declaration on Rajkot lines and invited a draft. ·A draft was submitted· 
to him. He gave counter-drafts or formulas. The formulas were as 
vague as possibly there could be. _There was no assurance that any con
stitution drafted by a committee would be given effect to. The essence 
however of all these drafts was to divide the city and the villages and one 
community from another. That was his idea of divising a constitution 
suited to natural genius of the people. A condition was that until the 
committee he intended to· set up completed its investigation and submit.;. 
ted its report, there should be ·no political activity of any kind in the 
vill~ges. His idea was clearly to gain time and let the enthusiasm subside 

and die out. 
All further discussion was therefore useless. 
The Pr_aja-Mandal was then established and its workers went to the 

villages to educate the people. It was -repeatedly declared· by Praja 

Mandai its object ·was to work by peaceful and legitimate methods and its · 
immediate··objective was to establish contact' With the people and to edu
cate them. It intended no fight. Even this much was more than the 
state could bear. The state however had not the courage to give a 
straight fight. It has resorted to organise goondaism to repress the 
movement and terrorise the people. It has collected all the goondas in 
the state and invited well-known dacoities from adjoining territories to 
terrorise the people. The state servants ,openly assist these goondas. The 
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Praja.-Mandal'WQrkers and·1ts sympathisers are attacked and ·assaulted. 
The, people ~e being f!>rced to. ~ign Joyalty pledges. . There are now da
~oJtl!!s. ai:ld . 1theft~ ,galore 1n :villages where the Praja-Mandal workers and 
sympathisers are assaulted and seri.ously injured. witn deadly weapons 

. . and looted. There has remained no safety of persqn and property. 
• . It U! II:lalici~~s lie to ~aY, that the situation has crystallised . into a 
dlsp~te .b!!tween the money lending class~s and not the. agriculturist . and 
th.e .state .. ,The -Praja.-Mandal is prepared ... to prove its representative 

. . ' '. . . . 
cha,rncter Jiy a free .referendum. The leaders of th.e movements are each . . ' . ~ ' 

PJ:l.~ o~ them. •. leading and respectab~e _ (litizens ot Limbdi, . each . of . them 
owning prope~ties in the state worth ~h~msands.. :They -have everything 
to ,lose and _nothj.ng to gain by the movement._ The. peasantS are solidly 
witb·:the !Pr,aja-Mand~l .. pne has only go~ to witness. the meetings and 
processions of the praja-:-Mandal to ~~e ~he suppoJ"t of the masses ... 
-. . The state .has started a counter organisation called Sanatan MandaL 

'· • ' • _:! • ' • - . 

Almost all the omce bearers of this Mandal ar~ state s~rvants or depend-
.ents, These om~ers try. to spread .false .rumours against tP,e Praja-Mandal 

' 1 • - .• j \ •• 

.1n ~hP., name ,of ,religion. .The. peasants and: the peop~_e however know the 

&r'!le. sltuat~on Y~r"1. well.:. - -
:\if T~e })raja:-Mandal 1s bavtng its ftrst s~ionoi1 the 19th _February. 
-The .state. has started terrible repression and Jet loose forces .of anarchy 

•• ' -. - - ' ', : ·- • -· - ; 1.. ·' .;, •• .- : -· • 

to· supress the movement .. ,The ,people are. determined .to carry on . the 
o • • ' • ', '•• I -' '• ••·- , a • ,· 

-stJ;uggle,~· , ; , . . . , , , : .. . \ .· . 
',., I . ' ., 
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