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PART-I. 

SUMMARY •. 

1. The year 1905-1906 has been rendered memorable by the ~isit to. India The Royal Vi~it; 
of Their Royal Highnesses the Prince and Princess of. Wales, a v1sit which· 'gave. 
to the peoples of India an opportunity of indulging their feelings of .. attach~ . • 
ment and loyalty to -His Majesty the King-EJD.peror and to_the lieir ~Apparent.~·: -

On November the 9th,'t905, atlla.m. HisMaj~sty's -Ship ·"Reii.own ,, 'con:;.·. · 
veying Thei~ Royal Highnesses the Prince and .Princess of Wales, came. to her , 
moorings opposite to the Apollo Bunder •. ·· In the afternoon His Excellency ~he .. 
Viceroy accompanied by Her Excellency L1dy _ Ourzon proceeded on bo3.rd the. 
"Renown'' to greet_ Their Royal _Highness.es and to. accompany th!:'m when· · -
landing. Shortly afterwards His Excellency the Governor of Bombay~·who was 
accompanied by the Chief Justice; ·the Bishop of Bombay· and .. the Members 
of the Executive Council, also proceeded on· bo~rd..; _returirlng ~efore. Their· . 
Royal Highnesses land,ed. On landing ~heir Royal • Highnesses~ were received 
by His Excellency· the Governor of Bombay,- who· .presented to them. the 
Chiefs, Sirdars and High Officials present at _the Bunder .Head~ ··,Their··Royal 
Highnesse~ also received an address · from: the · Corporation .. of'· the , City: 'of 
Bombay. . His Royal Highness, after thanking the Corporation·: for its· address, 
referred in general terms to.the object of his tour, . and :'on. ~he subject of. 'the 

. City of Bombay_ spoke as follows:-.. "Like ·all g;reat: cities· which depend on 
commerce, Bombay has' had her viciSsitudes,· ani ·your Municipar History hair -· 
its counterpart in many other cities of our_ Empire, -which_ I have,_·.had the 

. pleasure of visiting. Your perio(lof prosperity has endowed .you :with: buildings 
and other possessions of which you m1y well' be proud.· ·_But. it has also • brought . 
you ~ p:>pulatio!l, parha p3 inaon veniently large, and'- you are now . wisely' . 
grappling with the problems- w~ich have beset us in the'·West, the :ProblemS of · 
wide streets and healthy industrial quarters."· The Royal Cortege then drQve · 
to Government House111Malaliar:Hill: through the Native City~· · -.:" ' ~. ·.: -

.. ' ~. ~ ..... 

The following day opened with the recepti<,>n &t GovernmeJlt_ .House-~ by ' 
His Royal irighness of Their Highnesses the Maharaja of Kolha.pur, ,the _ Ra~ 'of 
Cutch, the Nawab of Junagadh, the Jam of Navanagar, the Thakor Saheb ·.of·~·.·. 
Dhavnagar, the Raja of Rajpipla, the Nawab of Oainbay,. the Ran:i of Pore· , . · 
bundet, the Raj Saheb o[ Dhrangadhra; a.od the Thakor Saheb of__Gondal:. /' 
In the afternoon Their Royal HighnesseS drove in State through .the City .· 
nnd en route graciously h~lted at sev~r~l .points to receive the greetings' 'of : ·. 
various communities and also to verforni the opening · ceremony of :the new 
street, which is the first of the. great thoroughfares -laid out _by- the · CitY 
Improvement Trust. The street by the consent of Their Royal Highnesses· has_ 
been called Princess Street, Their Roy~ I Highnesses also passed· through t~e 
People's Fair on the Esplanade Maidan,t~us opening.it for. the recreation'·af. 
the many visitors to Bombay. In the evening a .banquet was giv~n ~t Gov~ 
ernment House and thereafter a levee was held at the Sem:etariat, at" which 
more than 1,600 present:,\tions -u:ere made to His Royal Ilighness. At the sam~ 

D 875-1 S - , . , , 
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time Her Royal Highness the .Princess of Wales held a Purdah Party ·at Gov­
ernment House. 

On the ~ollowing morning return. visits were paid by His Royal Highness 
to Their Highnesses the Maharaja of Kolhapur, the Rana. of Porebunder, the 

. ' I 

Nawab of Cambay, the Raj-Saheb of Dhrangadhra and the lfhakor Saheb of 
Bhavnagar. ,In the afternoon. Their Royal Highnesses were present to perform 
the ceremony of laying the foundation stone of the Prince of Wales Museum, 
which. institution is to be the perman~nt memor~l of the Royal Visit to . 
Bombay. Aft~r returning thanks for an address presented by the Museum an!). · 

·Reception Committee, His Royal ·Highness commended the selection of the 
.. memorial and spoke as follows:"'""':"'' It interests me to find that in this land, so 

· , , strange at present to me, you are following ideas which are very familiar to us 
t~ Great Britain .and throughout the Empire. Day by day we are grasping 

· th~ importance ·of education by object lessons, and I anticipate the happiest 
results from the Mu~eum, Library and Art Gallery, which will one day stand 

·upon this spot." · On the· conclusion of the ceremony His Royal Highness 
vi~ted the RoY.al Indian Marine Dockyard, and proceeded thence by launch to · 
-~lsi~ Hls Majesty's Ship "Hyacinth", the flagship of His Excellency Rear­
Admiral J?oe, commanding ~he East -~ndies Squadron, and Her Royal Highness 
the Princess of Wales honoured a reception organised by Indian Ladies at the 
To'wn .Hall. The day. closed With a banquet and reception at Government 
House. . • · ·. ·· · · _ 

. . . On ·sund~y. Their Royal ffighnesses attended . Divine. Service at the_ 
Ca~hedral in ,the ev~ning. · · ~ .. 

. pn the morning of Monday, November 13th, His Royal Highness paid 
return visits to Their Highnesses the Raja of Rajpipla, ·the Nawab of Juruigadh, 
the Rao of Cutch, the Jam, of. Navanagar, .and the Thakor Saheb of Gondal. 

-_In the aftemoo~ His Royal Highness laid the foundation stone of the new 
Alexandra Dock. . Her Royal Highnes_s was alSo present at the ceremony. After 
returning thaDks for an address presented by the Chairman. of the Port Trust, 
His Royal· Highness spoke .. as follows ::.___'' As a sailor I am specially interested 

· to he~ that this new .Dock is designed to meet, not ohly the requirements of the 
-.Mercantile :Marine, but also of the Royal Navy; and will be able to accom­
. modate the largest of our modern battleships. You, Mr. Chairman, and your 

' ; co-Trustees, are to. he . compllinented on your far-seeing policy. For, profit­
. · ing~by past experiences, you have determined that the work which we now 

inallo<PU.rate shall· not be calculated for present demands alone, but ·be sufficient 
- · to meet all possible needs and;, development of commer~~ . for many years to 

come." Their Royal. Highnesses later paid arl informal visit to the Yacht 
· ·_. Clu~ and at night were present at a :Ball given· by the Byculla Club. - -

\ On the morzrlng of Tuesday, November 14th, His Royal Highness gave 
audience collectively to the remainder of the Native.Chiefs present in.Bombay, 

. and aiso inspected a detachment of Kumars from the Ra.jkumar College, who 
./- -had come down from Rajkot to ride in His Royal Highness' Escort. At an 

. investiture held on the same day ' His Royal Highness conferred the honour 
of' Knight Commander of the Royal Victorian Order on Steyning William 
Edgerley, Esquire, C.I.E., Chief Secretary to the Government of Bombay, 
and the Fourth. Class of the same Order . on ·Herbert George Gell, Esquire, 
Commissioner of Police. His Royal Highness also conferred the hono~r of 
Knighthood on Sassoon Jacob David, Esquire, and Currimbhoy Ebrahim, 
Esquire. ·In the afternoon Their Royal Highnesses went up the harbour 

-in a launch and after dimier on board the ''Renown'' drove through the 
City, which: was brilliantly illuminated, to- the Grant Roa~ Railway Station 
and left Bombay ·by the B. B. & C. I. Railway en route for Indore. 
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Portions of a letter addr~ssed by His Royal Highness to ·ms Excellency the 
Governor of Bombay were published. They contained the following. para~ 
graphs:-'' The Ptinoess of Wales and I are desirous of making known through· · 
you to the inhabitants of the City how deeply impressed we have been by the 
expressions of enthusiastic goodwill which have been extended to us· from all 
classes, races and creeds .of, ~he population, arid. to assure them that we· shall 
carry away with us the happiest· reminiscences. .. . · 

. We wish agairi to thank.the·Municipal Authorities and all concerned, 'for -
. the trouble and care which have been bestowed 'on the arrangements for our·' .. 
rec!eption; upon the beautiful deooratio~ and · illumination of ·the streets, and,· 
indeed, upon everything that could con~uce to our ple~sure and convenien9e.·' 
I know th:e amount of thought and labour such arrangements entail.. . · . . . 

we have been especially struck by the affectionate de~eanour of the ~ast .. 
crowds which greeted us as we passed through the streets and ,bazars.' ·This. 
·sympathetic attitude of Bombay has made us feel th3.t· ~e are at home a:tnongst 

, our own people.'' • · . . ·. · . · · : . . .. . . · · : · · 

Their Royal Highnesses returned within the' limits . of .. the Presiden~y . o~ 
the morning of Saturday, March 17th, when' they arrived, by . rail at _Karachi. 
His Royal Highness was received at the station by His Excellency the Governor . · 
of Bombay, and after presentations of officers and' other per~onages; had, been 
made, an address was read by the President of the Karachi Municipality.. His 
Royal Highness after expressing his thanks for the ·address spoke as, follows :-::- .'' I. · 
am very glad to have had an. opportunity of seeing Karachi, for ,lam conscious 
of the fact that this place is destined to play. an important· part in the future, of: .. 

. our Empire. And, if I may judge of the spirit . of, .the inhabitants of Karachi·. 
from the sentiments expressed in your address, . ·I h~ve ,little. fear. but that: 
you and your successors in office will be able to grapple with. the difficult 
question of development in. a large and "far-sighted ·manner.'' . The Royal 
Party then drove to Government House, where, later in the morning~ His R.oyal 
Highness received a ·visit from His Highness,the Mir of Khairpur and grant~d 
audiences to His Highness Mir Muhammad Hasan Ali ]~han,· d.I.E., ,to His ' ' 
Highness Mir Haji Nur Muhammad and to IDs Highness'MirHaji:Fateh Khan. 
At noon His Royal Highness paid a .return visit to His Highness the .. Mir of. 
Khairpur, and in the afternoon performed the cere~ony of the unv~iling of ·.the 
Sind Memorial to the memory of Her Most Gracions .·Majesty ~he late. Queen•.' 
Empress Victoria. In tlie evening, after dinner, a reception :was :held at· · 
Government. House. On the 18th, Their Royal Highnesses attended ;niyine :··. · 
Service. On the following day His R,oyal_ Highness inspected .. the .138~h . 
P. W. 0. Baluchis, after which the Native Officers of the 105th :Mahrattas_ . · 
were presented. At 5 p.m. Their Royal Highnesses left Gorern~ent House:. 
for Keamari and went on bo:ud;the ''Renown'' which· was ·berthed .. at the.·.· 
Merewether Pier. At 7 p.ni. His Majesty's &hlp '' Renow.n" with·. Their. ·~oyal' 
Highnesses on board put out to sea on. the return journey to England. · As a,· 
conclusion to this summary a further portion of ,the speech made . at Kara.chi . 
by His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales in reply to ·.the address of ·the . · 
Municipality is quoted as follows:-" Your concluding words of 9"odspeed, for ' 
which we are both most grateful; remind us, alas, that our visit to Indi.a is n~ar 
its end. I can assure you and our other friends in all parts of this great and 
wonderful land, that we leave India with feelings of gratitude and affection .. 
'Ve have seen and have learned much, we have seen enough to make India. '· 
a living reality to us : enough to make ,us wisll. that we could see· zP_ore, and to . 
implant for ever in our hearts a sympathy and interest in all that affects our 
fellow-subjects in India, of whatever creed or race." 
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General review. · - 2. As the ~esult of a monsoon which was distinguished by its lateness 
and weakness yet another year of varied fortunes must be added to the annals 

· of the Bombay Presidency. In the previous year Gujarat was the chief sufferer, 
while the Decc;ln and. Kamatak were comparatively fortunate. In this year 
there were _extensive failures of-crops in the Deccan and Karruitak, while in the 
greater part of Gujarat the position was favourable owing to the fortunate 
accident· of two cyclonic storms, which, though regarded at the time as a 
catastrophe, event~y proved the salvation of the country. In Sind the inun­
dation of the ~dus was excellent, the working of the canals was very satisfac· 

. tory and there was a large increase in the area of land brought under cultiv.a­
tion. The distress in the Deccan was · effectively relieved by the recognised 
expedients 0~ test works and relief works and other well known remedies such 
as suspensions and remissions of land-revenue and advances to c:lltivators. In 
this connection the most notable feature of the year was the independence 
shown by the people and_ the smal Jn'ess of the numbe~ of those who resorted to 
~lief works. As the result of a succession of indifferent ye9.rs the p~rer 
population of the Deccan has acquired a mobility which relieves it from the 

·discomfortS caused by ·local 8carcity. Every year there has been a growing 
seasonal ~ration after the harvest to the large towns, but in the year under 
report two streams of migration can be traced, the ·one leading to those agricul­
tural tracts in whi~h a goOd harvest awaited the labourer, and the other to the 
large towns which offered employment in cotton factories. In a year in wh!ch 
there was so much migration it is fortunate that there was a remarkable 
decline in the incidence of plague. Very few districts were entirely free from 
this scourge, but Bombay C~ty alone showed larger returns than those of the 
previous year. The extent to ~hich the disease had paralysed the activities of 
the people is emphasised by the immediate improvement, on it~ comparative 
cessation, of local trade as shown jn the octroi receipts of municipal towns. For 
the same reason the year was one of wide expansion in education, especial atten· 
tion being given to the development of elementary education. In the number of 
deaths th~re w:as a large decrease, but the number of birthS was rather less th!m . 
that of th~ previous ·year. It is possible, however, that this decrease in the . 
number of births is not genuine, as it is reported to have occurred in those dis· 
tricts from which'there was much' migration to foreign territory, inconsequence 
of whicli many births-must have escaped registration. The fact that, in spit~ 
of a bad harvest, there was no increase in serious crime may be attributed to 
the mobility and enterprise of that part of the population which, had it stayed in 
the villages, might have been tempted to co·mmit crimes of violence. Natural 
consequences of the poverty of the se~n were a decline in the number of civil 
suits, and. an increase,• owing to enforced dealings with the money-lender, of 
mortgages and sales. The general rise in the prices · of food-grains throughout 
the Presidency, including Sind, marks the improvement in.the communications 
between the different parts . of the Presidency, without which prices would 
have remained unchanged in prosperous districts, and in the affected districts 
would have risen very much higher than they did. Owing to the favourable 
season in Gujarat it was possible to collect not only the land-revenue of the 
current year but also a certain portion of the amount suspended in the pre¥ious 
year. Consequently in spite of the suspensions and remissions granted in the 
Deccan and the Karrui.tak the collection of land-revenue_was·actually larger by 
app~ximately· thirty-two lakhs than that of the previou1 year. It must be 
remembered, however, that the figures of the previous year were lower by 
eighty-five lakhs than those of the revenue year 1903-1904. Both in the foreign 
trade, in which last year there was a decline, and in the co3Sting trade of the Pre­
sidency proper there were large incr~ses, but the foreign trade of Karachi,· 
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oWing to the failhre of the wheat harvest of the United Provinces, suffered a 
temporary check. Except in those parts where raw material wa·s scarce, there· 
was .during· the year a. great expans(on in the cotton industry. A fall, in· place. 
of an expected rise, in the receipts from salt would perhaps suggest that the poor 
were not able to indulge in the necessaries ·of life, but the theory that ·purchases 
were withheld iD. the lat~er half of the year, under the expectation that there 
would be a further reduction of duty, i~ more likely to be correct when .viewed~ 
in connection with· a- rise in the excise receipts due to increa~ed consumption of 

· country spirit and intoxicating drugs, A fall in the consumption of opium -is 
va!iously attributed to a rise _in the price of t~e drug, a falling-off in .th~ number 
of habitual smokers and the increase of illicit consumption.. Th~ results of ,the · 
next few _years will be watched with int~rest for the true solution of this problem .. 

·Viewing the Presidency as a whole it· must be admitted that, 'after . taking .into · ·· 
account the misfortunes of the Deccan and the Karnatak, the year may be U,.ore 
correctly described· as moderate than as bad, since in those districts and those. 
departments of activity which were not affected. by th~ deficiency of the 
monsoon, it was one of increased prosperity and progress. · · : : 

• . . 1 - . . . - ' ~ ' ' . . -

3. The office of Governor 'and President in Council was held by. the Right Personnel of the 

Honourable Lord Lamington, GO.M.G., G.O.I.E. The posts of Second and. Ad~inist;ation. 
Third Members of Council were held, respectively~ by the Honou~able Sir 'Jj:tmes ... 
Monteath, K.O.S.I., I. C. S., and the Honourable Mr.: E~mund :McGildowny 
Hope Fulton, C.S.I., I. C. S., until the retirement on August f)th, 1905,_ ,of· Sir 

. I 

. ' . 

James. Monteath, when: the Honourable Mr. Fulton suc9eeded to. the. position of . 
Second Member, and the vacancy. as Third M~mber was :filled by the . appoint~ , . 
ment of Mr. J. W. P. Muir Mackenzie, M.R.A.C., I •. 0~ S. , · · · .· ·. ,\ ··· · · · ·.· · .. 
. 4. His Excellency Lord Lamington l~ft Bombay f~~: Aden.' on ApriV-lst~ His Exc'eliency ·· .• 

1905, and returned thence t.o Bombay on :tpril14th. Leavh!g ,on: the·.same day !~v~~:~':~r:s · 
for Mahabaleshvar he remamed there until May lOth, when he left for Kolha· .. . ,-
pur, where he was received on &rrival by His, Highness, the Mah~raja,· ·and . . -
remained in camp at Dodapuruntil May 14th, when h~ returned·to Mahaba.Iesh· ' ... 
var. On June 12th His Excellency left M:ahabaleshva~ for I Poona,· and on the 
way paid a visit to Bhor, where he was received 'by the. Chief .of the State. · 

.· Leaving Poona on July 19th His 'Excellency proceeded to·. :Bani bay~, remaining. • · 
there until July. 25th, when he returned to Poona •. , On August ;.13th . His.­
Excellency left Poona for Bombay in order to preside at :the; Publi~ Meeting, _ . 
held in the Town Hall to consider arrangements for 'the :ensuing . Royal. visit. : · 
On the same day he left Bombay for Nasik, ·w:hera ·he remained untii _:August · · · 
19th. From N asik His Excellency proceeded to Poona and stayed. there u~til . 
October 2nd, when he left for Ootacamund iri the Madras 'Presidency ·for · th~ .. 
purpose of paying a Visit to His Excellency Lord Ampthill, Governor of .Madra~~ ' ... 
-On October 20th His Excellency returned to Bombay where: he , remained ,unti~ 
November 25th, when he paid a two days~ visit'to Matheran. On Decemb~r 
16th His Excellency ieft Bombay by R. I. :M. ·Ship IJui/erin ~or a tour 
along the Konkan OoastJ and visited Ali bag,' J anjira, Ratnagiri, Vengurla, ·. 
S:ivantv:idi and Karwar. On the return journey Goa, 'Devgad, Jayatp~r and .. 
Viziadrug were visited, and the tour ended with the return to Bombay.·on Jan ... 
uary 4th, 1908. His Excellency remained at Bombay until March 9th, when he 
left by R.I. M. Ship .Du.fferin ·for Karachi. On the way he ·visited Mandvi 
and Bhuj, and accompanied by His Highness the Rao of Cutch J/e procee~ed: 
thence by land through the territ:>ry of Cutch, rejoining the. ])ujferin on 
March 14th and reaching Karachi on the following day.. After the departure of 
Their Royal Highnesses the Prince and Princess of Wales His Excellency left 
Kaclchi on March 19th and disembarked ~t NavanaglU". Visitin~ :Patan Desert, 
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. . 
Deesa, ·Palanpur and Ahmedabad on the way, he returneli to .Bombay on March 
39th, 1906, and remai\ted ·there until the clo~e of the official year.· 

5. · __ Pia~ was prevalent during the year ending the 31st May· 1906, but 
the cases and deaths were yery ,much fewer- than in. the preceding year, _the 

· figures being :- · 

• ' 1905-1906 
1904-1905 

·. .. 
Cases. 

• •• 87,12f. 
•.• 285,954 

Deaths. 

64,519 
212,9£9 

. . . . \ . . . 
The month of June was as ·usual the month of lowest mortality, the number 

of cases and· deaths reported being 2,294 and 1,875 respectively. The figures 
·ro~e during July (2,961 cases, ·2,008 deaths), August (8,049 ca~es, 5,587 deaths), 

·· and September (13,322 cases, 9,346 deaths). A slight improvement was 
noticeable during October· (12,262 cases, 9,066 deaths), which continued during 
November (8,015 cases, 5,839 deaths), December (5,146 cases, 3, 791 deaths) and 
January 1906 (4,195 cases, 2,973 deaths). The figures again rose in February 
(5,475 cases, 3~930 deaths), March (9,795 eases~ 7,387 deaths) and April (10,103 

. ·.cases, 8,131 deaths).· In the hot weather the number of cases very largely 
__.. dim.inis~ed, 5,5?4 cases and 4,586. deaths being r~ported in May. 

·In Bombay City the disease was prevalent throughout the year but was at 
· · its ~orst during· February (708 cases, 605 deaths), March (2,877 cases, 2,536 . 

,. deaths) and April (4,507 cases, -3,990 deaths) •. · · .. _. . · 

_·· . In Ka~chi' also' plague was cprevalent thro~gnout the year. becoming 
epidemic from March to May. There were 2,592 cases and .2,23.t .. deaths in all · 
as against 2,913 cases and 2,640_deaths in the preceding year. . 

. · . ·. -:· Aden remained free from plague during the year. 
~ ' ' . ·. 

. The Districts and· Agencies most seriously affected were Kaira,. Khltndesh, . 
' Satara, Belganm, Dharwar, Kathiawar and Kolh.apur and Southern Maritha 
:. Country States. Plague OCCUrred to a less extent in every other~ District and 

Political Agency, except Sukkur. Larkhana; Upper Sind, Frontier, Thar and 
Parkar, Khairpur, Savantvadi, Cambay,- Bhor ·and· Savanur, which remained 
almost fl:ee from the disease. · · 
·'·. 

·. . There was·no ra4way medical inspection in the Presidency Proper during 
the year •. Sea,inspection under- the Venice Sanitary Convention Regulations 
. continued on the same lines as in the previous year. . . 
· · ·. · The incidence 9f the disease among Europeans was as follows :-Bombay 

·' . City _18 case8 and. 4 deaths ·during the year und~r report as against 17 cases and 9 
deaths in the preVious year ; in the mofussil1 case and 1 death as against 2 cases 

· and 1 death last year. · ' · • · . . .. . . 

·. A special scheme to populari~e and- facilitate , inoculation with the plague 
-~ prophylactic in the mofussil was undertaken by Government in August 1905. 

· It met with little success.and was discontinued in June 1906. Another scheme 
· for popularising inoculation amongst Government servants whose pay does not 
exceed Rs. 15 a month and their wives- and children by the grant of small 

- money ·rewards l was sanctioned in April '1906 with the approval . of the 
Government of India. -

I 

~e number of inoculations up to 30th June 1906 was as follows :-
l3ombay City · . .... 161311 
Karachi City ••• ••• 395 
Ratn4giri DistriCt • •• ••• 35 
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Poona. District 
Sura.t District -
Delgaum District 
Dharwar District 
Kaira. District 
Droach Disti·ict 

. Bijapur Distr1d; · . · 
, ' .. 

Khandesh District 
Ahmedabad District 
Panch Mahala District 
Nasik District 
Ahmedriagar Distri~t 

· Sholapur District 
~atara D_istrict 

SUMMARY. 

... .,. .. .... 
• ···. ..... ... ... 

... 
... ... 

... 

'Kolhapur and South~m :Maratha Co~ntiy States' 
Katbiawar Agency ••• · ...... 

855 . 
206 

887 
.••• 1,827. 

9~625 

43 
••• : 4,2~7 

••• '2~473 . 
·921. 

1,163 
3~5. ... 46 . 

.... 145 ... 1,021 

.. , :7,0.47 

.... 58 
- ' . 
making a total of 47,670. The' number of inoculations performed· during the 
preceding year was 22,7 56. _, .. 

·Partial evacuation ·was resorted to in Bombay City and in .the infected 
areas in the following districts :-Ahmedabad, Panch :Mahals, · Kafra, ·Surat, 
Ahmednagar, ·.Khandesh, · Nasik, Kolaba, Ratriagiri, Belgaun:l, Bijapur and ... 
Kanara. - · · 

-' 

Disinfection measures were ca~ried out iD. some of the infected area!l.- · · :. 

6. For the Chiefs of the Native States· the most.import~~t event d~ing ~~ative States. 

the year was the visit to India of Their Royal Highnesses the Prince .and Princess · 
of 1Vales, on which occasion a considerable number of· them proceeded .to 
Bombay and were presented to His Royal Highn~ss. _ H~s. Highness the Ma:liara]a 
of !dar had the honour to ba Chief of .the Indian Staff of His·.B.oya11'Iighness, 
and a detachment 'of Kumars ~rom the _Rajkot ·oollege xode · in the. 'escort of 
His Royal Highness in Bombay. · . , _ . .. .. ,·-· 

On attaining his majority tb-6 ·Raja of dhhota Udepur ·was· installed on···-
the gad& of that Sta~e. . · . _· . . . ·. ~· r 

On the death of the Thakor Saheb oj Pap.tana the State was· placed under 
an Administrator during the minority of .th~ heir. 1 , , · :, · • .. , •. . .• 

The Cutch State Railway was opened during the year.- · · · · '. i • ·.' 
' . ~ . ~ 

. . . . . ' .: . -, . I f . • . ,. 
In the States which border on Gujarat the~ season was·fairly favo~able; .. 

and in the North and South Konkan States, in spite of defi<?ient rainfall, 'crops' 
were fair, but in Kolhapur, the )a tara .. Jaghirs ·and th~ Southern Marath~ 
States the failure of crops was almost general, and suspensions :and remissions 
of land-revenue were extensively grantedJ Jtelief works were opened in some,. 
places, but were not attended by large numbers., ·Grants of tagai to cultivators 
·and dole to the aged and infirm enabled the people ·to tide over the season of . 
scarcity, but in some cases a severe strain was ·placed on the State Revenues~: 
In those States which :Suffered from scarcity there was no noticeable incr~se ·· 
of crime, but in most of the States ·in the Northern Gujarat group there was: 
a slight increase in reported. crimes, which may, perhaps, .be attrib:uted to 
Increased efficiency on the part of the police. The decrease of plague resulted .. · 
in an expansion of education and there were increases 'in the numbers of schools ·· 
and pupils. Except in Cutch and Palanpur, there was a decrease in the death~ 
rate owing to the diminution of plague and the absence, except in Kolhapur,. 
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of any ~arious outbr.eak of cholera. In the birth-rate the rise was general 
except m Kolhapur, the Southern Maratha States and the Satara Ja<J'hirs. 
There was n<? special outlay on Public Works, as most of the money ~vallable 
was devoted to repairs. In view of the nature of the season the tra~e of Cutch 

. an~ ~athiawar sho~ed, as~was expected, a considerable jncrease in !mports and 
a similar decrease 1n exports. In the backward districts of the Dan(J's the 

, Chiefs paid off their debts and, except for A'bkari and Forest offenoes,
0 

there . 
·was little crime. :(fa rough division be made, it may be said that· the Northern 
States were_ recovering from the losses of the previous year, and the Southern· 
S~ates were fi.gbting aga~t the adversities of the present year, and consequen.tly 
.no active progress on a l~rge scale was anywhere possible. . 

. . . , 
Great 
Trigono~etricai . 
Survey •. 

. 7. · With the completion during ~he ye~r of the survey of Sind the work 
of -the gr~t Trigo~?m~trical Survey in the Bombay Presidency was concluded. 

. ·' 

·.Tidai ~perations. 8. Tidal operations were continued as~ p~evious years. A line of levels 
· .. running from Stlkkur to Shikarpur was executed, thus completing the circuit 

~I • ' 

east and west of the Indus from Kotri to Shikarpur. Observations at Okha 
:Point showed that in the neighbourhood of the Gulf of Cutch no movement 
of the]and, with reference to the sea has taken place within the last thirty-two 

, .. . . . years. .. 
Revenue,. 
snrveysaud 
settlements.. · 

i 

} , \ . ' 

. · Boz.abay forest · 
survey. 

Land records. 

. Occupied area, 

· 9. · In survey -work the greatest activity was in the Northern Division in 
which the chief fe~tures . of th~ work . done were the continuation with an 

··.inc~eased staff of. the survey of the talukdari estates in the Ahmedabad District. 
.,. a:n~ the measure:Qient of lands taken up for tanks and the . assessment of lands 

· . newly ·brought under irrigation from those ta:qks in , .the Kaira District. 
Throughout the Presiden<'y the survey of many imim villages was executed, 

· .. an~ old .survey records of Government villages ·were copied and repaired. 
· l>uring the year the control of the survey of the Southern Maratha States was 
'ret~ansferred to the Director of Land Reco:Ms and survey work was· actively 
advanced: . Revision settlement rates were introduced in 5 ta.lukas, and proposals 
fo:r revised settlement were completed, submitted or sanctioned for 14 talukas 
and mahalS. In addition, original or revise~ rates were introduc~d into several 
Government and .mam village~. In.the Kolhapur State proposals for original 

· settlement w.ere . sanctioned in 8 talq.'tras, and in a sub-division of one taluka 
original rates were introdu"ed. Revised irrigationalsettlements were introduced 
.into 7 talukas in Sind. 

10. Operations ~ere continued in Thana, Satara,· and Khandesh. The 
. survey qf the ~hana forests was completed. . · 

ll.. During the year a separate Director of Land Records was. appointed. 
·In addition to their ordinary duties the Land Records staff proceeded with the 
"training of ·circle InSpectors and Village Accountants in survey work, but in 
some talukas owing to the prevalence of famine or scarcity it was impossible to 
allow them to' leave· their· respective villages and circles in order to attend the 
classes at head-quarters.' ~or the same reason the work of preparing the 
Record of Rights was in many cases postponed in the Central and Southern 
Divisions. In. the Presidency proper it was newly started in 23 talukas, and 

· in Sind in 7 talukas, and was cQntinued in those talukas. in which it was left. 
-unfinished in .the previous year. · · 

12. In the Presidency, includin(J' Sind, there was~ net increase of 247,886 . 
apres in the area of occupied land. P A favourable inundation resulted in an 
increase of 313,608 acr~s in Sind, but the adverse n:1.ture of the season was 
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responsible for a· decrease of 87,782 acres in the Central Division. In the· 
.Southern Division there was a slight· decrease, but in "the Northem Division, 
where ·conditions. were moderately favourable, there was an increase of 23,386 
acres. ( 

I ' ..._ • < • ' ' ' 

13. · There were J_ 7&. estates under the management of Collectors~ The Wat'ds and other 
T:\lukdari Settlement Officer. had in hi!'l chariJ'e 5.78 estates of which 53 were estates under the 

r o . ' . · management of 
under the Guardians and Wards .Act and 206 under the Talukdari .Act VI of Government. 

· 1888. Owing to the relatively favourable nature of the season the increa~e in the 
.colleptions of lan·d-revenue and tag~ vi was cons~derable. Wjth a vjew ~o framing 
proposals for the liquidation within a reasonable da~e~ of. their, ~ebts a ~nute 
inquiry into the circumstances of eaoh estate w~s commenced. The chief event 
in the year was a large remission of Government dues in the Sltp.and and .. ~oth 
Estate, so granted that the tenants will obtain their share. :. Settlement ~n4 
survey work made good

1
progress in the Ahmedabad talukdari villages •. There 

were 442 estates under the Manager of Incumbered Estates, Sind. ln the 
liquidation of loans and private . debts a sui;U of 2 hikhs was1 expended •. ' The 
amount due to Government. by th.e ~states on account of loans rose_ slightly. 
to Rs. 22,154. ·. ·, , . 

14. Five .Acts were pass.ed during the year, of which the more inip.ortant Legislatio•· 

were an Act to establish a Court of Wards, an Act further to· amend th~ Bombay 
Abkari .Act, and.an·.Act further to amend the City of Bomba_i Municipal Act. 
Three Bills were introduced,-the first of which passed·into law as the last "_pf the 
abovementioned .Acts, the second of 'which . dealt :With the consolidation .and. 
amendment of the Mamlatdars' Court.s Act~. whlla; the intention of the tmrd ~~ 
to amend the Act to declare the coilStitution of CoUrts of Civil and Criminal - . 
Judicature in the Province .of Sind~ · , ·, • 

. i ... :. . ·, 

. 15. The most important changes effooted during the year as the result of P~c~~. , 
the recommendations -of the Police Commission were· the appointment· of a .·, ..: 
.covenanted civilian as Inspector-General, the creation of . two posts . of Deputy 
Inspectors-General, and the re-organization · of the ; Orit:ni.D.al Investigation 
Department. · There. was a slight increase in the number of the force,· and owing to 
famine and plague in the Central and Southern Divisions· of -the .Presidency 
temporary additional police were employed in several districts. While. the pro• 
portion of educated men rose slightly there was a sm~ll decrease in the proportion 
of educated officers. All the dist~icts were represenied in: the 'Presidency shoot., 
ing competition, but a slight increase in the number of· marksmen: hardly 
compensated the ·considerable decrease in the number of second class shots. ~It 
is gratifying to note t"Q.at in all bran~hes of the. police there. w~s a decrease in; 
punishments, but the iilcrease in rewards was not shared by the · Bombay City 
Police. There was an .appreciable rise in the number of cognizable offence~ 
reported to the police: - There was a further increase in cases : classed as 
"maliciously false,,. and Sind, as in ·the previous year; was responSible for the 
largest number.. It is noticeable that, though in the last four years the proportion 
of undetected cases has increased, the results of. cases actually submitted to 
the Courts show a considerable i:nprovement op. the part . of. the police· in the 
appreciation and presentation of evidence. In t"4e v3.Iue of. stolen property 
there was an appreciable decrease, and in t!J_e percentage of reoov~rie~ there 
was a slig'b.t decrease. ·. · · · ·· . . . · · . ' 

16. The total ~umber of vagrants, dealt ~th by the wo~k-houses, rose t~ Va~ats, 
130, of who~ 117 l~ft . before the end of the year. . Owing to the expens~ of 
deportation of Tur~ish deserters from Aden there was a cons~de:raQlEJ rise in 
expenditure. 
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Wild animals and' 17. The number of persons killed by wild animals and snakes decreased 
snakes. from 1,162 to 1,141. The mortality amon~ cattle due to !he same causes 

increased fro~n: 6,091 to 6,351. The sum paid as rewards for the killing of wild 
animals increased from Rs. 3,452 to Rs. 3,:>79, but there was a considerable 
falling off in the number ·of. snakes killed. The number of licenses in force 

Chemical 
analysis. 

Criminal justice. 

Prisons, civil 
and criminal •. 

· durin.g the year for crop ·protection and destruction of wild animals increased 
from 4,973 to 5,510. 

18. The number of chemicat·analyses increased from 4,905 to 4,995. This 
increase "~as due to a . rise from 204 to 251 in the cases of suspected human 
pOisoning, and further to a rise from 93 to 128 in the number of cases of 
suspected cattle-poisoning. The percentage of detections fell from 44:6 to 42·16. 
In the number of samples of water forwarded for analysis there was an increase 
from_286 to 360. · · 

19. In the total number of offences there was a considerable fall, chiefly 
due t~ the small number 'of prosecutions under the District Municipal Act.' 
Though . the cases· affecting human life showed .in the aggregate a s!ltisfactory 
decrease it is to be regretted that the number of murders increased. In 

. the. percentage of convictions there was a slight increase, and in the num~er 
of European British subjects involved·. in cases a considerable increase. The 

· number of major punishments remained practically unchanged, but there was a 
large increase in small sentences of imprisonment and fine. There was a notable 
decrease iii the _number oflyouthful offenders dealt With-under section 31 of· Act 
VIII of 1~97. , The number of whippings rose considerably, the majority being 
inflicted in lieu of ,other punishp1ents. , 
' . .- . , . . 

20. The increase in t~e number of persons confined in prisons of all 
. kinds is attrjbuted not to any special increase in crime,_which might have been 
expected in. the districts in which scarcity _prevailed, but to extensive prosecu­
tions of beggars and hawkers carried on by the Bombay City Police with a 
view to suppressing this form of nuisance. · As the result of a Government 
resolution on the subject there was a decrease in the ~umber of juveniles 
sentenced to imprisonment. The lack of accommodation for solitary confine­
ment, . which led· .to frequent transfers durip.g the year, will shortly be removed, 
as sanction has been received- for the construction of additional cells. There 
was a considerable increase in the number of prisoners identified by means of 
finger~tip-impressions. In the number of punishments there was an increase, 
but general· discipline does not appear to have suffered,. and there were no 
outbreaks. The system of good marks again produced excellent results, and 
98~ per cent. of the prisoners under the system qualified for early releases. 
J ail;.industries :flourished and showed increased profits. The health of prisoners 

· · was no~ quite so good as in the previous year, but the ~umber of deaths was less. 
In four prisons there was unavoidable overcrowding. Two innovations were 
introduced during the year. At Thana. good-conduct prisoners, who had served 
two-thirds of their sentence, were separated · from the other prisoners, and 
worked in a garden, enjoying certain privileges, which included the wearing of . 
ordinary clothes. At -Dharwar a special carpentering class was fDrmed for 
juveniles and they were kept separate from the other prisoners. The value .of 
the Thana experiment is that it accustoms criminals to ordinary bonest life 
before they leave' jail. The object of the Dharwar experiment is to prevent 
·the youthful offender from becoming by force of association a habitual off~n~er 
and to teach him a trade by whioh he will be able· to earn an honest livmg 
when released from prison. 
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21. The continued decrease in the number of suits is to be attributed in Civil justice. 
part to the more extended application of the Dekkhan Agriculturists' Relief 
Act, and in part to the poorness of the season. · The immediate effect of the 
extension of the Act .has been to increase the work of the District and Subor· 
dinate Courts owing to the fact that the elaborate procedure enjoined by the 
Act has to be followed even in Small Causes. Hence too the smaller number 
of suits disposed of during the year. There was a slight increase in the average 
duration of uncontested suits but in contested suits there was ·a satisfactory . 
decrease of one hundred days in th9 average duration, which more than compen·· 
sated.for the rise which occurred in the previous year. There was a slight fall 
in the receipts of all Courts (Civil and Criminal) and a. further rise in the.· to~al . 
charges. . . · · · · · 

22. In the· execution of decrees of Civil. Courts Collectors disposed of Execution of 
rather more than the number which was referred to them, but the arrears still d0~c~1ee0s of b 

- . • lVl ourts y 
exceed the references of an average year. In the number of cases settled by the Revenue 
mutual agreement th(!re was a. slight decrease. As in the .previous·year the-Department, 
percentage of remission was highest in Gujarat and lowest in-· Sind.-. There was. 

1 
• . .- · • 

a·distinct improvement in the prices realized from the sale of land. · - · 

23. The most notable feature of the year in connection'with this Act wa~Decoa.n · 
the a.pplic~tion of parts of it to the whole ... of the Presidency,. exc~pting' Ade~~:1%£u~:.sts' 
and the C1ty_ of Bombay, from August loth, 1905. The report, however, only · 
deals with the five districts to which the Act applied . at the · beginning of the . 
yea.r. In the number of suits there was a ~light ··decrease,1but the duration and · 
cost of suits remained practically unchanged. The average abatement was· 
21 per cent. in suits on mortgage-deeds and 27 . per cent: in the case o-! .· 
money-debts. · . · ·, 1., .·, ' 

24. In the total number of registrations there was an increa~e:' of 14t000, Regfstra.tion 
due to various causes. The result of the amendments to sections 59 and 107 f'~s~tct III 
of the Transfer of Property Act, which came into force ·in the Presidency'_ o_ _ • 
proper in March 1904, was to produce considerable variations under. different · 
heads. A large rise in the number of leases _compulsorily registered is to· be· 
attributed to the fact that the Government notification making the registration · · 
of leases for one year and under optional was n:ot published until May 1~05. 
A further result of the amendments was that mortgages' in which registration 
was optional practically ceased to exist. The more than corresponding increase 
in mortgages with compulsory registration was ~ue to scarcity in some ,parts of 
the. Presidency, and in others to the expansion of trade. ·resulting. _from the 
diminution of plague. A rise in the number of sale-deeds registered at Ahmed~ 
a bad was attributed. to the return of better conditions, but a similar. rise in 
Belgaum and Bijapur was due to the substitution of sales for mortgages as th~ 
result of the introduction of the Deccan Agriculturists' Relief Act., A slight 
decrease in the number of wills was more than counterbalanced by . the increase 
in deeds of gift. A further degree of supervision of the offices of, Registrars 
and Sub-Registrars was attained by the permanent appointment as· Superintend_..; 
ents of Registration of the Superintendents of Land Records .. · · · 

25. Of the four districts to which this Act applies, two showed a decline Registration 
in the number of registrations and two an incrf:!ase, the net result being a small u£t8;tct XVII 
increase. Variations in the numbers of deeds of sale and of mortgages with 

0 
• 

and without possession were slight. Conditions were rather worse than in the. , 
previous year, but in bonds only was there any noticeable decrease, the · result, 
it is said, of a disinclination on the part of s1bkars to this .form of security in 
view of the present uncertainty of life. Though transactions, in which both·· 
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parties were agriculturists, showed a larg~r excess than in previous years . over 
transactions between ·agriculturists and savkars, no deductions can be drawn 
from the_ figure~ as it is becoming mol'e and more the rule for sa v kars to represent 
themselves as agriculturists. . . 

. - . . 

Registration . · 
of Joint Stock 
Companies. · 

. · ·_ .26. 'l'he figures of .~ew Joint Stock Companies registered during the yeftr 
furnish evidence of increased industrial· activity i:n the Presidency~ A net 

. increase of forty-eight. Companies, most of ·which were formed to work Mills 
an~.Presses, is reported .. the progress of Ahmedabad, in, which city as many· 

District Local 
Boards. 

:. 

B.ompay . 
Municipa.~ity, 

' l ·• 

.District 

~se1ghteen new Compame~ were regiStered, is conspic-qous. . . . . . 

. .. - ~27: . Judging froni the:figures of attendance, there was no iqcrease in the . 
·interest shown by members of Local Boards in their position and obligations~ 
In Sind·and.. the' Northern Division there was. a· marked improvement m the 
financial position, but the Centr~l and South~rn Divisio~, owing to suspensions 
and_ .remissions Df land revenue, would have suffered a considerable reduction 

' · ·of revenue but for the special grants frolll Governrne'qt in aid of primary 
education, communications, .and village water-supply, which enabled them to 
sho~ ~ small inc-r:ease of revenue. Jn six district~, ~owever, the financial position 

· . w~s. unsatisfactory, the closing b~lances be~g below the . prescribed mini~a~ 
.In· the .. ~ncoma of. all :,Joards there was a;n in,crease of 13 J~kb.S o£ rupees, and 

· Jn th~ir expe~diture of ~·5 lakh~ .of rupees.. As usual the chief items of 
.expenditure 'w_ere Education,' Medical Relief, Oivil w.orks, and Water-supply. . 

•• • • ' j • 

·: 28~ · · ~ The i~ome realised during the year exceeded by more than· 5 lakhs the 
·original estimate .owing to increased receipts U:ijder Property Taxes, Wheel 'l,ax: 
a:Q.d Tolls, Town 'and Tobacco Dut~es, and Returns from ·:Property and· Miscellane .. 
ous. ·On the other hand thoug4 there· was a net saving of almost '2i l~khs on 

·· the estimates,. the expenditure exceeded the receipts by ~lmost 3 lakhs. . Many 
·of-the expenses incp.rred were however JLon-recurring, .al).d while the per;m~nent 
. increase in revenue was estimated at 5 lakhs, the perma,nent increase in expen­
diture. wit.q estim~ted at c;mly 2} laK.hs. The City of Bombay was th~ only 
·place in 'which plag;ue ip.cr_ease<J sluring the ye~r, and there was a further. increase 
(>f ·expenditure OJ?. plague me.asures. A lo~n of 12 l~khs was raised· ~uring 
the ye.a~, and was taken :up at .l.P4 per cent. Except in the General ~Ta~ which 
was, slightly redu.ce.d, 'there was no change in the taxes.. As in previous years 
a consi.cJe~able number of unsafe buildings were removeP, by order. Evep ~part 
.from ·the :increase j.n plague a hove-mentioned the general health. of the City 
was not. satisfactorf. Increased activity in the inspection of· markets -resulted 
in the condemnation.and destruction of treble the quantitY destroyed last -year 
.of unwholesome food .eX:posed.for sale.· There was a furtheJ!' ~a tis factory increase 
jn ~he. number of scijools, municipal and aided, and also in t}le number of pupils~ 

~~ unicipalit~es. 

29.· In the aggregate receipts of all Municipalities there was a· slight 
decr~ase,· the decline in receipts of the Municip~lities of the Northern 'Division 
~nd Si;nd being rat4er larger than the ipcrease in receipts of those ·of the 
.Central FJ.nd Southern Divisions. Except in Sind there was a general increase 
in receipts from octroi, which is attributed to the extension of traffic ·resulting 
from the. comparative cessation of plague. In the aggregate expenditure of all 

·' Municipalities there was .an increas.e of almost 3 lakhs of rupees. . The inclusiop 
of the figures· of the Karachi Municipality. and the e~clusion of those of the 
Bombay Municipality account for the apparently abnormal :figur~s from t4e 
Sind Municipalities, when compared with those of the Municipalities of the 
;Presidency proper. Drainage al).d other measures.for the security of the public 
p..ealt4 are the c~ief ~;:\uses o~ ~he i~reased ~xpendit.ure, In the aggregate 
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closing balances of all Municipalities there was an increase of nearly ll Iakhs · 
of rupees. · 

30. The year was rendered notable for the Bo~bay Improvement · Trust Bombay 
by the fact that Princess Street, the main thoroughfare in the first of the great ~!:~vemen~ 

· Street Schemes of the Trust, was opened in· November by Their Roya1 Highnesses 
the Prince and Princess of Wales.. That the actual operations of the Trust during 
the year are less than those of the previous year is due to'the fact that the neces· 

1 

sary Government sanction was not received in time to start work on two large ·'. 
schemes. During the year considerable progress was :rp.ade in the erection of · 
chawls for the accommodation of the poorer classes, whose members have sUffered'· 
displacement by the· execution ot the Trust's schemes.· i"he development of the : · · 
Gowalia Tank Scheme promises the addition of a new residential quarter, and-·. 
the Police Accommodation Schemes made ·rapid_ progress towards completion', 
during the year. A loan of 30 lakhs having been announced, tenders for almost : 
three times the amount were received. It may be noted With satisfaction that.' 
the number of land acquisition cases settled by amicable arrangement is slig~tly; · 
on the increase. · · · ' 

31. The usual camps of exercise were held by the various Y olunteer Corps Volnnteering. 

under the Western Command.. The formation of two additional Companies' was . 
sanctioned, one for the 2nd Battalion, G. I. P. Railway Volunteers; and. the· 
()ther for the S. M. Ran way Volunteers. · : · . , '' 

3~. The abatement of plague at Aden resulted in an improvement fu the Marine. 
numbers of European and Native seamen engaged~ EngagementS at Bombay· 
were similar to those of the previous year, but desertions, ·especially. among· 
firemen, occurred more frequently. As the result of three CoUrts of Inquiry• 
the certificates of one Captain and of one_. Chief ·Engineer were suspended for 
periods of six mont.hs and three monthS respectively. . ' · · . • , 

33. The :Bombay Port Trust continued its career of success ·and activity,"PortTrnsis: · 
and on~e mo~ the rev~n~e receipts reached the highes~ ~·yet recorded.. ·Jn"~:d'!rl:n~arachi 
conneDon wtth the building of the New DockWorks,mcluding the' Alexandra. . . . 
Dock, of which the foundation stone was Wd by _His. Royal Highness_ the. ' 
Prince of Wales, a loan of 35lakhs 9f rupees was raised. At Karachi, though' 
there was a serio-uS decline in receipts owing to ·the shrinkage· of e-xports' 
of wheat and seeds, it was recognized that the setback was temporary, and: 
operations for developing the Port were continued with unabated aotivitj-.- A_~. 
further loan of 41lakhs of rupee3 has been sanctioned.. At· Aden· there was 
a slight fall in receipts, but dredging operatio~s were continued on a Sllg~tly 
extended scale at greatly reduced expenditure, and the general financial results: 
were satisfactory. ·' · .. , 

341. Snagging operations continued as usual. 9wing to ·a less • abundan~ Indus Couser­
harvest there was a slight decrease in the river-borne traffic. between Sind and vancy Depart­

the Punjab. -His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales on his visit to Karachi- ment. 

announced the abolition of the boat tax and the remission of all arrears . 
connected with it. 

35. During the year the work ~of organization and registrati~n of s~cieties Co-operative 
progressed satisfaotorily, especislly in the Southern Division. An Urban Society Credit Societies. 

was established in Bombay, the chief object of·whlch will be to provide loans for 
rural~sooieties. So far there has been no .actual· failure. of any society,. and 
only one is reported to be in an unsatisfactory condition. , Th~ ·voluntary service 
as honorary organizers of three retired Deputy Collectors was . accepted by 
Government. . By the close of the year thirty-one societies had beim registered,. 
nnd others were being organized. 
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36. - In the Presidency proper the net· cropped area showed a further 
decline of 5•23 per cent., owing to the weakness of both the early and later 
rains in all districts of the. Dekkhan, except Khandesh, and in the Kamatak. 
In Gujarat artd in. all parts of the Konkan, except Thana, the areas under all 
crops increased. In Sind owing to a favourable inundation there was a rise in 
the area under cultivat~on'of 15·19 per cent., which more than counterbalances 
the decline in the previous year of 11·6 per cent. The shrinkage in the Presi· 
dency proper occurred chiefly ill the sowings of jowari, wheat, oil-seeds and, 
'gram. ·In the Dekkhan ~nd Kamatak in view of the shortage of rainfall large 
sowings of bajri were made in. place of jowari, but much of the crop failed 

. completely. Under cotton .there was an increase in Sind of 28 per cent. and in 
tp.e Presidency proper of 9 per cent. In the Presidency proper the area. under 
tobacco ro~ by 23 per cent., but failed to equal the pre-famine figures. 
The area under pulses in the Presjdency proper increased by 4·5 per cent. As 
the reSult of insufficient rain the area under irrigation in the Presidency proper 
·declined conside~ably, but in Sind there was a large increase, which, however, 
was partly due to improved registration. In the number of pakka irrigation 
tanks there was a slight decrease, and in that of kacha irrigation wells there was 
a slight increase. 

37. Owing to the unfavourable character of the season the number of 
crop experiments was very limited. In all, 91 experlments were reported, of 
which 30 related to wheat. ' . 

38. · Owing to the deficiency of rain the results f~m ·experimental farms, 
except where ihere were facilities for irrigation, ""Here most unsatisfactory~ In 
the growth and acclimitization of new varieties, and in the hybridization of 
cottons little progress was possible. Useful information, however, was obtained 
as to the stimuius aiforded to irisect-pests by a dry season, and the injurious· 

· results following on the application of manures in the absence of sufficient 
moiSture •. The important experiments at the Manjri farm were successfully 
continued by the aid of irrigation, but the valuable experiments in rab cultiva­
tion at Lonawla were rendered quite inconclusive by violent and unseasonable 
ram. At · Surat, wh~re very important experiments for the improvement 
of cotton are proceeding, the season was most unfavourable. There was a 
slowly increasing de.mand for the superior agricultural implements supplied by 
some. of the farms, and large quantities of selected seed were distributed. · 

39. The pronounced scarcity in the greater part, of the Dekkhan and 
So~thern Maratha Country w~ mainly responsible for an increase of 2·43 hikhs 

· _of rupees in advances given foz: the permanep.t improvement of the land. In 
this way a considerable amount of useful work was carried out and labour was 

·provided for many who would otherwise have been obliged to resort to the 
nearest famine work. Great scarcity of fodder in the·same regions was the chief 
·cause of an increase of a·65 Iakhs of rupees in advances for the purclia~e of seed 
and cattle. · 

Agricultural 40. The number of cattle of all sorts shown in the quinquennial return 
stock and ··published during the year shows a steady increase for the whole Presidency, 
breeding opera-
tions.- including Sind, although the total is not yet more than about four-fifths 

of the average of the ten years preceding the year 1896-1897. In the last two 
years owing to scarcity of fodder some districts in the Karnatak have suffered 
a marked setback. Gujarat has been most fortunate and shows a. remarkable 
increase of young stock. Under the superintendence of the Civil Veterinary 
Department and the immediate direction of a Veterinary Graduate paid by 
Government the N orthcote Gowshala had a. successful year. There was a 
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satisfactory increase in the number of mares covered by Government stallions, 
due probably to the removal in the previous year of restrictions as to branding. 

. . . . . 
41. There was a slight decline in the exhibits at the Ahmedabad Horse Fairs and shOI~S. 

Show. Four cattle fairs were held during the year, those at Ahmedabad and • Ahmednagar being newly instituted or revived after a lapse of some years. 
All were successful except that held at SholRpur. 

42; The monsoon &sin the previous year was distinguished by lateness and Meteorology. 

weakness. Two heavy storms from the Bay of Bengal passed through the 
Cen~ral Provinces to Gujarat and North Deccan in July and gave a large excess 
of rain, which to some extent compensated for the subsequent weakness in 
August and September of the Arabian Sea. monsoon. · In the other parts of the 
Presidency, including the Konkan, the rainfall was in defect throughout the 
season and crops suffered accordingly. · · 

' ' 

43. .As the result of the unsatisfactorJ natUre of the season in a consider- Prioes and wages. 

able portion of the Presidency there was a. general rise in prices t:Moughout 
the Presidency. Prices were naturally highest in those districts in which the 
home supplies proved insufficient, but in those parts of the Presidency, including 
Sind, where the season was favourable, there was also a rise in prices, which was 
due to the exportation of food-grains to the affected districts. But for the facility 
with which food-grains circulated, prices in the affected districts would have 
risen very much higher. In the Karnatak JOWari rose in price by.133 per cent. 
and bajri by 100 per cent., wJ:tile in Sind the rise in the p~ces of these foods, 
varied from 14 to 25 per cent. In Sind there was a slight rise in the price of 
wheat, in Gujarat there was a rise of nearly 33 per cent., and in the Deccan 
there was a rise of from 67 to 100 per cent. The price of rice, owing to .large 
imports from Rangoon, did not rise in so marked a way as those of the various 
cereals. Owing to the complete absence of any organisation of labour and; of 
any fixed standard of life there was no visible connection between . prices and 
wages. Further the readiness with which the- wage-earners in the affected 
parts emigrated during the season of scarcity partly accounts .for the co~para .. 
tive stability in wages in spite of varying conditions. In as many as fifteen 
districts there was practically no change in the rates of wages,;whiie. in six 
there was actually a fall, and in three only was there a· rise.· · · · , · · . ' ' 

44. Except in Sind, where the river gave rather more than it took away; 'Forests •. 

the variations in the area of the forests were slight. Demarcation of boundaries 
and ride-cutting were continued as usual. OWing to the' floods 'in 'Ahmedabad· 
and scarcity in the Deccan the amount of produce given away in free grants 
was considerably larger than in the previous years. The good. inundation in 
Sind was responsible for an improvement in natural reproduction and a large fall . 
in the number of forest fires. · ~ the Central Circle the dryness' of, ~he )ear· 
was against good natural' reproduction. The results from plantations and 
broadcasting were mostly satisfactory, though frost did damage in Sind. Com­
munications, especially in the Dangs, were improved. . The financial results of· 
the year's working were satisfactory. · • ' --:. . 

! 

45. . The exploitation of the mineral resources of . the Presidency proceeded lti!-n!lfactur;s 
during the year. Gold and manganese ore engrossed the attention of pro. and mdustriea. 

spectors and miners, and from reports it would seem that the gold-fields in the 
Dharwar District and the manganese fields in the Panch :MaMJ.s District show 
signs of a successful future. Mills and ginning and pressing factories showed 
a continued increase, but it is noticed that little discretion is shown 'in the 
est3.blishment of factories, and that when business is . bad, refuge is sought in 
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the combine, a form of progress w~ch is' to be deprecated. For the present 
the cotton industry in its various forms holds undisputed pre·eminence, but an 
~ndependent d~velopment in iron and steel ma;lUfacturies may follow on· the 

· discoveries of manganese and the demand for machinery from Mining ·com· 
panies. Machinery for husking. rice· and cmshing sugar·cane is already 

. manuf1;1ctured in the Presidency, but leaves room for great improvement. 
_Ancient industries, like the cottage industries of England, seem to have had 
their day, and though attempts are being made to introduce improved types 
of handlooms, the weight oi custom and prejudice is not to be lightly removed. 

46. It iS most satisfactory to note that the check experienced in the 
foreign trade ·of ·_the Presidency proper in the previous year has not been 
repeated •. In the figures of ihe aggregate sea-borne trade of the Presidency 
there was a further improvement of 372 lakh.s of rupees. In addition to the 
improvement hi the foreign trade there was a continued increase in the coastin~ 

. 0 

trade. Karachi alone owing to a. temporary shrinkage in the wheat trade 
suffered a setback. : · 

. The figures for the Presidency proper depend almost entirely on those of 
Bombay. 'The rise in foreign Imports of 3i crores and in foreign exports of 4•19 
crores was the most remarkable feature of the year. To· the rise in imports the 
·chief contribution ~as an increase of 2·09 crores in the value of imports of articles 
manufactured and partly manufactUred. Of this amount nearly three-fourths 
was obtainCd from ~e increase in imports of yarn and textile fabrics. Smaller 
increases iD.cluded a' :dse of 54•47 Ia.khs in the value of the imports of machinery 
and millwork, testifying to the increasing industrial activity of Bombay. In 
the imports of foreign oil there was a further decreaseJ which is to be attributed in . 
part to the destructive disturbances at Baku, and also to the growing popularity 
of Burma oil which threatens to oust. all except the highest. qualities of 

·Kerosine. · Iri the imports of raw cotton, -which depend both on the outturn 
of Jocal crops and on the price of American cotton, there was a dec~e of 9"52 
lakhs of rupees. · . The increase in exports of Indian produce was mainly due to 
an advance of 3·14 crores under raw materials and unmanufactured articles, 
of 3l crores in cotton owing to large increases in the distribution to Japan and. 

··Ffan.ce, and of 2•72 crores under articles manufactured and partly manufactured, . 
of which 2·541 crores were under cotton fabrics. There were notable decreases 
in the exports of t,ea owing to the ~vourable Persian tariff; in opium, owing 

· to high prices asked by the Malwa dealers, and in seeds owing to the damage to 
the crops caused by frost. For re-exportations of foreign imports the chief 
customer was Persia which contributed an increase of 5 Mkhs to the general 

, increase of 19 lakhs in the volume of this trade, in which Bombay acts as an 
entrep6t. In the distribution of the foreign trade the British Empir~ retained 
and slightly improved the :figures of its premier llosition. Trade with America, 
though still small, doubled itself. In the coast!ng trade the most remarkable 
increase was an advance of 17 lakhs in the exports to Sind. The conspicuous 
feature of the land ·trade of the Presidency proper was the rise in value by 
i 4"2 per cent., coincident With the fall in volume of 4•2 per cent., of the land 
trade with the other parts ~f India. The decline in volume was mostly in 
imports of wheat, oil-seeds, and other food-grains owing to the inferior harvests 
experienced at the centres of export in Northern and Central India. The chief 
ft-.a.ture of the exports was the increased demand !or salt and refined sugar from 

· other parts of India. . There was also an increased demand for food-grains 
' owing to local scarcity in Rajputana and Central India. In the local trade 
betw~en Bombay port and the rest of the Presidency there was an increase in 
value of 17 per cent.. Owing to scarcity in parts of the Presidency there were 
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larger movements than usual in wheat, grain, and pulses. The industrial 
develop~ent of the· Presidency was reflected in a large increase under coal and 
coke ·and rail way materials. ' 

It was noted last year that the export of wheat was the .backbone of .the Sind, 

trade of Karachi and t~e figures of this year furni~h negative evidence to the 
same effect. There was a decrease in the. wheat trade of 51•06 per cent., and 
in spite of the foreigti imports being the largest yet experienced there was a 
decline of 4•79 crores in the. entire value' of· the trade of the port. The seriqus 
decline in the wheat trade was due to the fact that owing to frost and 1Unseason~ 
able 'rainfall there was a. shrinkage in the crop of the , United Provinces,· which · 
normally .. finds its outlet through . Karachi. . Consequent on this sJ:lrinkage . 
prices in India rose above home rates with the results described above. Foreign . 
imports of articles of food and drink increased by· 39'04 Iakhs, an~ there was a 

' 

very considerabie increase in the. imports of sugar for the Punjab. The trade in • 
cotton piece--goods increased by 12·9 per cent. .In the coasting trade a.· sinall 
decrease in imports was counterbalanced by an increase of 11 per cent. in 
exports. By exports of grain to Kutch and Kathiawar, in which parts· there 
had been poor harvests, the subordinate ports almost doubled their export trade. 
There was a satisfactory increase in .the land trade with Afghanistan and Seistan, 

I . 

but in that with Baluchistan there was a decline •. 

. The foreign and Indian trade of Aden showed a. -consider~ble improvement. Aden. 
though the exceptional figures 'of two:. years ago were ·not equalled; The 
improvement is to be attributed in part to the increased trade · from Soma~nd 
resulting from the cessation of the disturbances caused by the 'Mad Mullah, and . 
in part to the excellent rains .received ~ the· Aden Hinterland an~ Arabia.~ 
Good rains, however, operated both ways, for while' the bumper crop of coffee 
produced an increase of 9llakhs of . rupees in the value of the imports, the 
need for imported. grain practically ceased and the imports decreased by, 10!-. 
lakhs of rupees~ Owing to the ·opening of new markets in Abysslliia. ·and. 
Somaliland there was a large increase in all piece-goods and cotton manufactures.· 
In the inland trade there was a slight setback due· to the .good season which 
make the· inhabitants independent of such :imports as were required by them 
in the two previous seasons of drought. ' · · · ' ·· · 

· .• 

.~ 

•' 

47. A detailed account. of the works carried out during the year will be Public Works. 
found in Chapter IV. The total expenditure on . works ·of all kinds from 
Imperial, Provincial and Local.Funds amounted to 80~~>4. lakhs of rupees~ an 
increase of slightly more than 12la(khs when compared With the figures ofthe 
previous year. · The increase was chiefly undet Provincial Funds· in· which the · 
expenditure ro8e from 45f Iakhs 'to a little over 55 Iakhs.: -~he outlay under 
Imperial Funds declined,_from Sf lakhs· to approximately 7 lakhs. · Oivil 
B~dings necessitated an expenditure of 35·22lakhs as against 28·9llakhs in 
the previous year. The expenditure. under communications rosa .. by . about .. 
eleven thousand and amounted to 11"45 lakhs. The cost of works carried out 
.in relief of famine by the Public Works Department inoreased.fro.J:Q Rs. 26,000. 
to Rs. 1,14,000. 

. ~ 

i. '\ 

43. The total expenditure on irrigation works in the .Presidency and· Sind· Irrigation. 
amounted to 48! lakhs of rupees as against · 481 Iakhs in the previous year, and · 
was divided between Sind and the Presidency proper in the proportion of 21 to 1. 
Of the total expenditure, Rs. 11,27,173 were spent on works and Rs. 21,70,091 on 
repairs. A full account of irrigation works and revenue for the past year is given 
in Chapters IV and V. Irrigation in the Northam Division S\lffere4'froxn .the 
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·abnormally heavy ra-infall in the month of July, which breached the Khari Cut 
· · :canal and two ~f the large storage reservoirs. Later there was scarcity of rain ' 

and the Hathmati river practicallJ ceased to flow. in November. There was 
.. ~onsequently a fall in the area.ircigated and in the assessed revenue as compared 
with,the average of the last ten years. Good progress was made towards .the­
C9mpletion · of five irrigation tanks in the Kaira and Panch :Mahals Districts~ 
,The ·survey of the proposed 'Mahi Canal was continued, and a report on the 
Sabarm'ati. Canal· project was submitted. In the Central Division owing to 

. insufficient rainfall tanks did not fill, and rivers ceased to flow early in the 
·seasmi. ·In spite of~ decrease in the area irrigated, there was a considerable 
~crease in the figures Of the grOSS assessed revenue, as much . of the area WaS 
,under high.·ratedcrops. :Work on the masonry. dam at Chankapur and· on the 
Girna. ~Left Bank Canal in. connection with it progressed, and, in relief of 

,·'famine, work was begun on' the Nira Jl,ight Bank Canal, the Victoria Tank 
~t Warwand, the God~ veri Right" Bank ~anal and the Musalwadi, :Bhamburdi 

' and Mangi Tanks. A ; survey· for the enlargement of the Ojhar ·Left Bank 
Canal was completed and 'the. Pravara Project for supplementing the supply or 
'the Ojhar Right and Left Bank Canals was submitted. ·Preliminary surveys were 

· carried-out in Khandesh, iricludhig that of a large irrigation tank. at Karwand 
in the Satpura Hills. : In the Southern Division no large works were under­
taken during the year. ,As compared with the average of ·the past ten years 

·, .. · there wa~. an increase both in . the area under cultivation. and in the gross 
. . assessed revenue, but the incre!lses were entirely due to the Krishna and Gokak 

· Canals) without which, owing to the 'failure of the late rains, there would have 
_ .been considerable :decreases. The Godavari Projt:>ct was submitted during the­

:iearand the Nira Right Bank Canal Project w~s under. preparation •. In relief 
· - of famine excavation work :w~ beg~n Qn tho Gokak Canal. . The total area 

irrigated from the D.::ccanand Q-ujarat Works for w~ich Capital and Revenue­
.. Accounts are kept was 105,716_acres again~t 131,905 acres in the previous year . 
. The gross· assessed rev~nue rose trom Rs •. 8,i5,905 to Rs. 8,93,325. In Sind the 
.intindation was exceptionally-. favourable and all the canals reportr.d very 
~tisfactory results. ·Erosion was particularly active at the head of the Dad and 
Western Nara Canals. Contour surveys for improving existing canals were. in 
progre~s. . The: Mahi Wah project, as originally sanctioned, was co~pleted, but 

·additions have been found necessary. Works in connection ~ith the Mithra.Qo. 
·canalwere· c.ompleted durm'g the year; and work on the Nasrat, Fuleli and 
Has~~ali Carials was. continued. The surveys in the Fuleli Canals District and 
ihe' Eastern· N ~ra Distriet were completed, and a preliminary .·survey was under­
'taken to find:. a permanent :mouth near Rohri for the D~d and pther· inundation 
~nals,.',havllig their mouths fr?m ,, kacha ,, banks along the Indus and dependant 
pn. the vagaries of. the, river. In addition to.topogra.phical surveys over a length 

. of about 829 miles, a combined hydrographic and· topographic survey was 
carri~d ~lit for 35 miles by the Iildus River Commission. . The borings for the 
'survey. of th~ site for the S:nkkur weir were continued; and special observations . 
of' depths of scour were carried out. The area irrigated' by all classe111 of works 
in the Province was 3,349,488 acres agai.nSt 2~923,923. aores·in the previous year 
and 35151,807 acres in the year 1903-04. The gross assessed revenue amo·unted 

·- to· RS.. 81,51,376. of which Rs. 3, 75,485 were on account of direct and 
. .Rs. 77~7.0.,891:· on account. of 'indirect :w:eceipts, the. corresponding figures 

for 1904-05" and 1903-04 being Rs.. 66-,47,292 (Rs. 4,9 I ,958- direct and 
Its. 6l,S5,a34. indirect) and Rs. 7a,3~,716 (Rs. 5,00,835 direct and Rs. 68,32,881 
iDdirect)- respectively. Both. the figures of area. il'rioooated and revenue assessed 
-are the·lrlghest·yet. recorded. · 



18~5-1906.]: ;o •• • •• StJMMA:n;r. · ~ .. . · · 
' 

: · 49. · .During the year 189~90 niiles of railway -were openetl lot t'raJlic. ~ Th~ Railways •. 

longest .continuous addition was ·one of 100·53 miles, -forming the. Narnaul .. 
l'hulera. Section of the Rewari-Phuler~ Chord Railway. Several· important 
new lines were under construction, and work was begun on the ·.Bombay Har• 
bour Branch of. the G. I. :P• R.ailway. · Extensive surveys were. completed 
durlng the year. ·· On the ·termfD;ation: of the old cootraat of th~ B; n: & C. I~.·" 
Railway Company, the railway was purchasE(d.by the S_tate and a. new contract 
i~ to be executed, providing for the continued working. of. the rail way 'by, tha . 
Oompa:ny •. The earnings of all the mo~a important lines sh~wed satisfactory 
improvement. : , f' , / r. ' I j. • ' : '·. ·• 

.. , . · 5o~· Owing to .th~· redistrib~tion of 're"t'A:tiue: ·and' expen.diture under. Finance: 

. Imperial and Provincial effected. by the new ProVincial Settlement 1which caine G~neral.1 
·. 

into. force in 1905-1906; some he~ds of a:ccount, notably 'La.nd ·Revenue:,· Excise; · · 
. Salt, Stamps and Registration, show marked variations of figures whetl compared 
with those of the preceding year. The results of this radistrlbution are visible 
in the aggregate figures of Imperial-receipts, in·whioh'. the;ra was a deare~se of .•......... 
roughly ,30i Iakhs of :r;upees~ while _in Provincial. ~:q.d · Loc-al: ,receipts. ther~ 
~as a rise ·of 26~ lakhs of ·r~pees. Thera was, ho~e~er,. in .addition ta,, these 
changes a real fa~l in Imperial r~venue, notably under Opium. and, Salt1 :and ;a; 
real rise in Provincial revenue. ·. In. Imperia! exp~;~nditure. 'there was ~·rise of 1.0 
lakhs, in Provincialex:pendit.ureof 56lli:l{hs,·and in Local expenditure of 6· iakhs .. 

Partly ·owing to smaller a~signments ·hom ·Imperial 1 to ~Prov·ino1al and 1mperi~l. 
partly also to increased collections in Guj_arat, where owing; to.· tho ·:favourable I : . 

nature of the season arrears of the . previous year ' we!e ' collected}: there· 'was· an 
increase in receipts from Land Revenue of nearly 31i ·lakh's;, ··IIi· the receipts 
from Customs there was an increase of 13 lakhs, which denoteg the. eipans1ol1 of ~ 
sea-borne.trade. In th& receipts from }.,orests there·: was- an increase: of 2 · la'kh~ . 
owing to the demand for fodder and the higher prices obtained' for . timber~ In 

· the receipts from the Mint there was an increase of ·.6! .lakhs,O'\Ving' to· the 
enhanCE;d rupee coinage during the year~. . , ... · . ' . ·· .. : : '. · ... · · ' ·< . : ·., . 

The increase of nearly 36i lakhs in the. receipts front Etclse,: th~ugh . in Proti~c·~t 
part due to the new Provincial Settlement,. was also the result 9f the improved '· 
condition. of local industries and the ensuing· ~om petition:,, fot': toddf-shop · ' • 
licenses. .. '11he only other important rise in . receipts. was one of. 2 · lakhs from 

· Forests. In the receipts from Land Rev~nue1 there· ~as $ fall of inora- than17f 
lakhs, tha result of small~r assignments from Imperial ta ·Pro-vinciai,.rwhicli­
were partly counterbalanced by the· increase of th& Provincial share fioini one:· 
fourth to one· half under the . Provincial Settlemen ~ ·and· partly~ by increased 
receipts in Gujarli.t o.onsequent on a favourable season.! ! Thei chief' increases! in 
expenditure were of li lakhs under Excise, due in part to the ·re~istribution undet 
the new Settlement and in part to the maintenance of add1tional.establishments ~ I ·-of ll8.kh under Forests, due to fodder operatio{ls in areas where there was scarcity ; l •. ' • , 

of llakh under General Administration, due to chaTgeB in connection with the · · 
Royal Visit; of 11 lakhs under Police, owing to r~organization and: extr&. 
charges on account of famine expenses; of li lakhs· ·under :Mediaa1' and: ·nearlt · 
4 lakhs under Scientific and other minor departments, .due to the payment of .. 
the grant to the Prince of Wales' Museum of Western· India and to higher· 
expenditure on· experimental cultivation; and of nearly 1}lakhs' .on Famine; 
due to the greater severity of conditions in 1905-1906;. · :.. • , 

51. There was great activity at th~ Mint during the yeat. ·.On< Govern~ Mint. 
ment account and for the Karauli Darbar 12•17 crores· of rupees were .. struck. 
The work for the Karauli Dar bar consisted of the conversion of the silver·currency 
of that State into Govemment rupees.. Silver coins·.'were also struck-. for.· thtt · 
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·: Straits Settlements Govemment. In the value of gold bullion and coin tendered 
in exchange for rupees there was a decrease of 3·56 crores of rupees. Silver of 
the value of 24"62 lltkhs of rupees was received from England for the Special 
Ingot Reserve. . . . . 

~dnc;r: c· 1 ' 52. _ In i the gross circulation of notes on the last day of the year there was 
81 

enay 1
rc e •. a comparatively small increase of 5•55lakhs. · An increase of 21 J.a.khs in the 

m<;>nthly net circulation· of notes of low values was ·more than counterbalanced 
by a decrease of 251&khs in the corresponding figures for notes of high values. 
.The increasing. popularity of the Rs. 5 note was again manifested. The 
_appreciation.of a gold coinage was ~een in t~e issues of sovereigns, in which 
there was an increa.se of 29 Iakhs of ·rupees~ No new forgeries came to light. 

Karachi Circle. ' • In the value of notes in circulation at the close of the year th~re was an 

.. 

. -· increase of ~6 Iakhs of rupees. This increas~ was chiefly due to the use made 
by Banks and European Firms of the new facilities for telegraphic transfers 
between Currency Offices. 

53 ... Including the demand on account ~f former years the land revenue 
· demand amounted to Rs. 4•90 crores and ·e:x:~eeded that of the previous year by 
Rs. 79·96 U.k.hs •. The ·collections amounted to Rs~ 3·41 crores and were 
higher than those of the· previous year by Rs. ~1·81 lakhs. These figures are 
those of· the Revenue year ending July 31st and should- not be confused 

- with those of the Financial year ending 'March 31st. The increases both in the 
, demand · and the collections were mainly due to the · recovery in the year 
. under report of ·amounts suspended in the preceding year in Gujarat. This 

increase _more than counterbalanced the suspensions which: the poomess of the 
season necessitated in the ·Deccan and Karnatak. In Sind owing to the favour· 

'\ able inundation there was a large increase in the area of land put under culti­
vation and con8equently of the land revenue demand a.nd colleetions. In . _the 
number of distrain~ there wero no remarkable variations except in the district of 
Ahmedabad where owing to the reluctance of the revenue-payers to pay up the 
amounts suspended in the previous year. there was a large increase. . . 

Sea. Customs, · . 54. -As compared ·with last year there was a rise of 4i Iakhs in the receipts 
Bombay. ·- . . 9f the Bombay Customs House. T~e increase was confined to _the Import 

• . . Duties, which consti~uted almost the ·whole .of the ·revenue. Although the 
· increased establishment was employed for a complete year for the first time · 
, there ·was a minute __ decrease in the percentage of total expenditure to net col­
lection. A considerable increase in the amount paid as ,refunds of duty was due 

· in part to the incr~se in refunds of duty to Kashmir. The large decrease in· 
· movements of Silver Bullion and Coin was the chief cause of a reduction in 

drawbacks of riearly one U.kh. As the res~t of heavy transactions in sugar the 
·value of good_s bonded in the Publio Warehouse was three times as large as that 

, pf last year.· . . 
Karachi and Sind. · The net Customs receipts at J}arachi and other Sind ports increased, when 
Porti . compare4 with those of the praceding year, by 15} per cent. In the amounts 

. . paid . both in refunds and withdrawals there were large increases. In the 
peroentage of total expenditure to net collection there was a small decrease. 

Land Cnstomli •. ·• · ' The establishment of an additional Naka on the Kathiawar Frontier re· 
-.. moved the existing inconvenience to traffic between the Limbdi State and Cam­
, l>ay and Kaira. ·An unfavourable fishing season and the ravages ~f locusts 

resulted in a considerable fall in the receipts at the· Portuguese Frontiers from 
:· , the exports of s;1lted fish, cocoanuts, CC?pra a~d betel-nuts. 

. · · ·55. · AB an item of Imperial Revenue the receipts from Opium showed, ~8 
compared ·with the figures of the previous year, a decline of.27l~khs.. Th1s 
decline was due chiefly to the diminished. exports to China which 1n this year 
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reached the lowest figure recorded in the decade. · The reason for this may be; 
traced to the 'high prices· paid early in the season· to Bombay Merchants by 
Chinese buyers as· the resu~t of a rumour·that .the Chinese crop had fail~d. 
Even after this rumour had proved false, and when -there w~s competition from· 
cheap Chinese Opium the Malwa dealers persisted in asking the high prices· 
which had ruled at the beginning of the season. 

56. The results from the operation during the whole year of the reduction Salt: · 

of the. duty on salt, introduced towards the close of the preceding year, present!~ :::;~~~ncy · 
most mteresting features of the report on the work of the Salt Department. 
There was a large increase in removals of salt, especially to the Central and. · 
United· Provinces, and to Malwa. Owing, however, to the ·postponement of' 
purchases towards the end of. the year in consequence of a rumour that in com~· 
memoratio~-of the Royal Visit there would be a further reduction in the duty,; 
and also owing to scarcity in the Deccan and the Southern Maratha Country, 
there was a slight decrease in the average consumption per head in the Presi· · 
dency itself. The loss of revenue resulting from· the reduction. of. the duty 
was 35·70 lakhs of rupees. In twelve out of t~e eighteen distri~ts the . full 
benefit of the reduction is now obtained by the purchaser. A,large decrease~. 
in the number of offences detected is attributed to the reduction of :the: 
duty which has made salt so cheap that the contraband trade is no longer_ worth • 
the risks which it entails •. As yet private traders have not' taken any· advantage-~ 
of the abo~tion during . the previous year of the ·monopoly for the s~le of · 

·. Baragra salt. Production at Baragra declined by .nearly .. 2 Iakhs ·of maunds 
owing to unseasonable rain in the month of February~ but in the ma'mifacture~ 
of sea-salt there was an: increase of nearly 4'lakhs·of mauri.ds. . . .. · ·.· ' . · · ·• 

In Sind there was a general but slight in~rease both in p~du~tion and .~ind. 
dis~ribution and also in the average rate of consumption .per head,. which is(. 
for well-known reasons, very m:u.ch Mwer ·than the corresponding rate in the. 
Presidency proper. In the revenue there was a fall of nearly one lakb of rupees. · 

·Aden during the year reoov~red from the disorganisation caused .by plague Aden. • ' 

and there was a satisfactory increase both in the production and distribution· · 
of salt from the Government works, and als'o in the revenue receipts •. , Owing to 
a 'large increase i:J?. the demand from Calcutta· for Aden Salt the~e ·,was a. 
corresponding rise in the exports from the Italian Salt, W arks.. · 

57. In spite of the poorness of the season .in the· greater part .of. the Ex:c~: · 
Dekkhan and the Southern Maratha Country, the revenue from excise: increased ,PreBldenoy •. 

from 1·23 crores of rupees to 1·26 crores. A fall of 1·24 Iakhs ,of rupees ·m: · · · 
receipts from opium was more than counterbalanced by a ~e of 3·4~ lakhs in 
receipts from country spirit and · of more than·· three . quarters of a lakh' in : 
receipts from intoxicating drugs. In. various parts of the ·Presidency,· but'. 
especially i'n the Northern Division, a temperance movement was in ·progress,· 
and materially reduced the sales of country spirit and toddy in the districts of· 
Surat, Thana and· Broach. · In spite,· however, of this movement there was a · 
large increase in the consumption of country spirit in the Presidency as. a whole~· 
In the sale of toddy there was a decrease of about 3 per cent~ The: prospe~ts of · 
Indian-made beer are not · encoUiaging,. as the. British troop's, who· were th_e 
chief customers, are not satisfied with it. There are, however,· great possibilities' 
for Indian manufactures of denatUied spirits fo17 industrial purposes. ·The fall: 
in receipts from opium is subject to various explanations. It is· reported that: 
the younger generation is decidedly less addioted to the consumption of opi~m . 
and that in the old . habitues . of the drug :plague found -easy victims. . 1;he · 
higher prices at which opium was sold during the year might be expected to' · 
~a.ve reduced the sales, but. it is noticeable that, while the decline- in· consump•; 
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tion was shared by all the districts in which the monop~Iy system prevails, it ~d 
not occur amongst those in which the smgle-shop system is established. The· 
res~ts suggest inferences the reverse of favourable to the monopoly system. 
But the question is receiving examination. The number of cases of illicit 
distill~tion show the· usual fluctuations. · A. good. mhowra crop in Thana resulted 
in a large increase in the nmriber· of cases. of illicit distillation. Similarly in· 
Satara, where the season was favourable to the cultivation ·of. hemp, there was a 
notable increase in the. number of offences connected with .hemp. On the other 
hand. it ·is reported· from Surat that· the application of the mhowra flowers 
section ofthe A'bkari ·Act produced a considerable decrease in. the· number of 
.cases of illicit distillation, and.that in Kaira and Surat deterrent punishments· 
by the: magistracy .and in_ Kh3.J;tdesh and N asik efficient supervision by the 
excise staff- efi~cted similar reswts. .· ' . ·: :. ' '· . : ~. . .. 

.. ·( The most important' event m Sind was the substitution of the single-shop 
system for the :ve~d · of ·opium in place ·of the monopoly system. · Revenue 
increased from 113•66'Iakhs of rupees to 14•69 Iakhs as the "result of increases iJ:l 
the license fees for the sale of :·intoxicating drugs, country spirit and opium. 
The average rate'of consumption per hea·d of country spirit remained unchanged, 
but' in' the average· consumption of opium tliere was a. slight fall. 

" . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . ' . . 

... ··~.At 'Aden r~~e1pts f~llf~m 1_"14 Iak~s of rupees to 1·07 lakhs. The decrease 
was entirely 'due to· the decrease in the import duties on foreign liquor. 

~ ~ • , G 't . . ., . _. ' . 

_ 58. , Dunng the year three new mills were started, and there was a consider­
able mcreas~ in the issues of cloth except in Ahmedabad, where, owing to the 
additional fineness of the ·.cloth, . the ·output· was .rather less. The amount of, 
yam spun was the highest recorded since the introduction of the Act. . In the 

• collections of duty there was an increase of nearly 2t lakhs of rupees. China, 
A.rabia·and Aden took most of the exports, the figures relating to China being 
nearl~ ·double ~ose of the previous year. · · 

59. During the year a separate stamp dep6t, independent of the Bombay 
dep6t,' was established at Karachi. A decrease of nearly thre~ quarters of a 
lakh 'in receipts· at :Bombay was d-qe to the fact that in the previous year 
exceptionally large amounts were paid in Probate duty. A small decrease 1in 
receipts at Karachi is attributed to the withdrawal of the· one anna receipt 
stamp.· · . 

60 •. ·The demand-· including arrears of previous years-· increased by 1•16 
. lakhs of rupees, and. the collections exceeded those of the previoUs year by the 

same amount. ' . . . 
I ... : . . ..·.. . . 

· 61~ . Owing to the transfer to Messrs. MacMillan & Co. of. the copyright 
of the Vernacular Reading Series there was a ~rge decrease both in the receipts 
and expenditure of the Government Central Book Dep6t~ Cantonment Funds, 
show improved figures owing to the fact that they have been relieved of the. 
expenses of the maintenance of police. Other funds show, increased balances, 
except Educational Funds, which with one exception have been transferred 
either to private trustees or to the Treasurer of Charitable Endowments. 

62. Exclud.i.ng the figures for Europeans and Eurasians, which show little 
change, the most notable feature. of the returns of births and deaths is the. 
decrease in the number of deaths from 764,914 to 588,394. The decrease is to 
be attributed to' a great decline in the number of deaths caused by plague. 
The mortality from small-pox was the highest .recorded during the last twen~y­
seven years, and the figures rose from 4,289 to 16,985. Births which numbered 
61i;173 exceeded deaths by nearly 23,000, but were less by 37,000 than those of 
the previo~ year. There was a gen.eral rise in prices throughout the Presidency, 
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but it is difficult to trace any connection ~etween it and the diminished birth .. · 
rate.· ·The decline in the birth-rate was limited to those districts .from which 
there. was extensive emigration mainly to Native States, and consequently a large .. · 
numb~ of births~ ~ust have escaped regist.ration. · · · :~ 

' . '63~ ' Owm.i· to scar~ity in the Deccan· and Karnatak there were. extensive !ilmi~ti~n and 
movements of' population,o but the emigrants' retUrned to their hom~s in time to unmigration. 
resutrie agricultural operations for the coming year. . The usual' seasonal influx . 
into J;lom bay and other large towns wa's considerably larger fo~ the same reason. 
Th(l Uganda Railway took its usual contingent, but most of the 'labour came 
.from the i>anjab, ana only comes· into these retmns· because· the men. were: 
~hipped at Bombay or Karachi. · There is at~present no decrease in the. n,jinber .· 
of emigrants. to South Africa and Bilrmah. -~hese e-migrants are drawn from'' 
the Konkan: and from· Surat arid Broach. · · · · -· · ·· · · · · · c • 

: ' . ' : . ~ ' . .. . ~ ~ ' ' ' 

64. There was a- net increase 'of 13 in the number of medical institutions Medical Relief. 
open at the emi' of the 'year. ' in, alf hospitals and di~p~~saries' th~r~- w:a:s. ~- ~lig'Q·~·-' ' 
increase in the,number ~f both i~. and o-q._t-pa~ents~ except- in the cas.e. of~_State· .. 
Special and Rail ;way HospitaJ.s wbic~ showed. a slight decre~s~ in Jn:-patients.,. 
It is: ~oticeab~e tha~_ among in:pa¥en_ts, there wer~. t~~!3:m~le~Jo one/em~l~J.,: 
and among out-patients· there w~re two mal~s to o~e ~e-~ale. ~~e~e; _wa~ ~; 
slight fall in the numJ:>er of. cases. of' malaria, ~ut a la~ge, increa..qe .. ip._ respect: of. 
small-pox~ .. There was. a .satisfactory. rise~ of 4,0p0 in the nuiil]:>er o(surgica( 
operations~ an indication" of 'increas~ng. confid~nce on:th~ part o~ ~h_e, peopl~ •. 
Th() total expenditure rose by a little more than one Ia.k~ .of;rupees,_. a11:d. ~ t:\le·; . 
average cost of each pa~ent t]lere was a fractional d~crease.: · · .. · .·. · 

a ' • ~ •' ' • • • " , ' I ~ 

' • - f • 

65. In the seven lunatic asylums there 'was a s~~tly larger' population _:Lunatic Aaylnm1 
than during the previous year. ·.The health of the.iD.in~tes continued.·good!·.·; . ··.. : 

66. :Municip~lities and Loca.l Boa~ds .not -. ha Vi~g ';~eco~e!~ ' .fr~~ ~-the ,Sanitation. 
[)rippling effects of plague expenditure and bad seasons, 'many. urg~nt schemes 
had to be left untouched, and beyond routm.e· work little could be done. · .. The . 
inspection of vessels at Bombay and the supervision: of the, pilg~im traflic: 
continued as usual. . ·. ·· ; .- · ... · · ~ ·.·· , · .. ·~ , · . · · . 

67. The small net increase in.the number of primary vaccinations djuing_vaooination.. 
the year is to be explained· by the fact that in the Central Registratio~ ;Qistrict . · 
there was a. large decrease owing to the dispersion of the. people caused bY' the . 
prevalence of famine conditions. The large decrease. iri the, number ·.9( re·. 
vaccinations was due entirely. to the fall in the. figures of~ the Presidency. Circle~. 
Bombay, in which duting the previous year th~· figures :were. unus-\Ialty __ ~g~; 
owing to the presence of the_ disease in epidemic form. - . .·. . ;_ : ~- · 

68 •. After an absence of three yea~s. rinderpest. again .appeared. in -.the Veterinary. 
Presidency. It was first. introduced into Shola.pur and · Ahmednaga:r:by; cattle{ 
imported from the :Moglai. . In. Shoia.pur and,. ·~Thana .a -small~amou;nt of . 
inoculation was performed, but· the people.sbowed .themselv~s _mpsL~~illing,. 
to submit their cattle to the operation. Of other. diseases, theN wa~ .a_ recru~: 
descence of foot and mouth disease, which in the previous year had practically 
disappeared. · · · ' · 

· 69. .A.s the result of the very considerable diminution in plague coincident Eduoation. 
with the provision of increased resources ·the ·results of the year .in;.ed.ucatlon· 
were very satisfactory. In the number of public eduoational·institutions .there~· 
was a large increase of 745, a.~d· a corresponding increase· of. nearly-,67;000_-in 
the number of pupils, which, but. for scarcity .in ; parts ,of the Central and 
Southem Divisions, wouldhav~ been even larger~ .The incre~e was, as it .wa~ .. 

... 

• 
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intended, most'marked in the Primary· Schools. University results were very 
similar to those of l~st y~ar and, but for the closing of the Kolhapur College on 
account of cholera, would have. been better. In the various Professional 
Colleges the at~epdanoe improved, especially at the College of Science at Poona.. 
The acquisition of a large area of land at Poona and the commencement of 
building operations mark the sep~ation of the Agricultural College from the 
College of Science and ·the beginning of an independent career of increased 
activity and value.·· The supply of good trained teachers for all Government 
High Schools, and also as far as possible for aided High Schools, has been 
assured by the establishment in Bombay during the year of a Government Train· 
ing College for teachers. The figures of attendance and the results of examin­
ations in High School~ and Middle Schools show that a steady development of 
. secondary education is in progress throughout the Presidency. . The development 
of ac_commo~atiou in hostels, as conducive to a healthy common life, is receiving 
special attention from tlie authorities of the Educational Department. In the 
development of primary education there was a notable· increase in the number 
of schools a:nd pupils, the result mainly of the increased resources placed at the 

.dispo$al of the· District Local· Boards. With the increase in the number of 
schools, especially of small village-schools, has arisen the difficulty of providing 
them with masters, th~ remuneration being in many oases too low to make such . 
posts ~cceptab~e to trained men .. The examination results show a growing 
i~clination to leave the primary school after passing the 4th Standard and to 
go elsewhere to learn English. Perusal of the figures of Night Schools makes 
their utility appear questionable. · The primary education of girls appears to be 

·making definite progress, an;d.for the present the chief difficulty lies in the lack' . 
of trained mistresses and their inferior pay and ; position. In the num:her of 
pupils there was a satisfactory increase. In, the figures of Mahomedan boys 
attending primary schools there was a considerable increase, but it must be 
adniitted that secondary education, and still less higher education, are not 
proportionately pursued by this· community. The figures for aboriginal tribes 
and depressed classes show an improvement, which wo~d have been larger had 
the season been better, but, until a sufficient number of teacliers of their own 
class has been trained, progress must .necessarily be slow. From all parts 
increased atiention to physical drill and athletics, including- English games, 
is reported. · . · 

, : 70. The accommodation at Yeravda'Reformatory School was strained to 
its ·utmost capacity and the authorities were obliged to reject additional 
applications from ·:Magistrates. The health and discipline of the boys were 

_particularly good. As·the first trials had turned out satisfactorily the system 
_of licensing boys to private employers was expanded. Reports of pupils 
discharged during the last three years were good. Various industries were 
profitably conducted, and the results of examinations were satisfactory. 

: 71. There was a slight increase in the number of publications during the 
year. In both choice and handling. of subject they exhibited much.the same 
features and the same degree of merit as did those of the previous year. 

72. The precarious life of the Native newspaper is illustrated by the fact· 
that during the year 35 newspapers came into existence, while 30 existing 
publications were discontinued. One editor was prosecuted and convicted. 
under Indian Penal Code, section 124-A. The visit of Their Royal Highnesses 
the Prince and Princess of Wales produced fervid expressions of loyalty and the 
appointment _of :Mr. :Morley was universally welcomed. Owing to his attitude 
towards the military question, the resignation of Lord Curzon was received, even 
by pronoun~ed· opponents of his general polioy, with mixed feelings. The 
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partition of Bengal was for the most part condemned, though the Bengali 
demonstrations and the boycott policy were approved only by the extremists 
of the Deccan Press. The successes of Japan and the revolutionary movements 
in Russia roused sympathetic interest. The legislative. measures of the Bombay 
Government were subjected to a criticism which was keen but not unfriendly 
except in the case of the Bill to amend the Abkari Act. 

73. The i-nportant repili-s .to the famous' Mahommedan temples anci.Archooology. 
palaces at Bijapur were continued during the year. Numerous additions were 
made to the collection of photographs of buildings and monuments of archreo• 
logical interest, and impressions were taken of seT'eral ancient 'inscriptions. 
Cu~ent repairs were executed throughout the PresidencY:• · 

7 4. U naer the Church of England a new church was . consecrated.' at Ecolesi&atical.· 
Kolhapur, and the foundations of two' Mission Churches were laid at Hubli and 
Sonai. . Services were held as usual by Minist'ers oi the Church Qf Scotland. · .. 

75. Unimportant variations occurred in the purchase of Engl~h and Stationery. 
Indian stores, compared with .the figures of the previous year. In issues there 
was a. considerable increase. Contrary to the practice of the previous year, 
when all English stores were bought in England, one-third of these stores were 
in the year under report purchased in India. · 

' . . . . 
76. As. the result of lower earnings and increased expenditure the net Governmsnt 

profit to Government from the working of _the Press was rather less than in ·the Central Press. 
previous year, in which the earnings were exceptional. 

. ' • \ • I I 

77. The operations of the department were satisfactory and the balance· in Government 
favour of the. office showed a further considerable increase. !!;ti~o~ce . 

. . , 


