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PART I.

e
-

SUMMAB.Y

1 The year 1905-1906 has been rendered memorable by the v1s1t to Ind1a. The Royal VISltc _
of Their Royal Highnesses the Prince and Princess of Wales, a visit whlch gave . R
to the peoples of India an opportunity of indulging their feelings of  attach- -~
ment and loyalty to His Majesty the King-Emperor and to the Heir Apparent |

On November the 9th, 1905, at 11 a.m. His Ma]esty s Shlp “Renown % con-’
veying Their Royal Highnesses the Prince and Princess of Wales, came.to her
moorings opposrte to the Apollo Bunder. In the afterncon His Excellency the ..
Viceroy accompanied by Her Excellency Lady Curzon proceeded on board the
“ Renown * to greet Their Royal Highnesses and to, accompany them when - -
landing. Shortly afterwards His Excellency the Governor of Bombay, who was
accompamed by the Chief Justice, the Bishop of Bombay and the Members - -
of the Executive Council, also proceeded on board, returning before Their
Royal Highnesses landed. = On landing Their Royal . H_lghnesses were received
by His Excellency the Governor of Bombay, who - presented to them the
Chiefs, Sirdars and High Officials present at the Bunder Head. ' Their' Royal
Highnesses also recelved an ‘address - from -the -Corporation’ of the :City of
Bombay. His Royal Highness, after thauking the Corporatron for its address,
referred in general terms to.the object of his tour -and. ‘on. the subject of ‘the
. City of Bombay spoke as follows :—*Like ‘all- great ‘cities which' depend on
commerce, Bombay has* had her vicissitudes, ani " your Municipal’ ‘History hag -
its counterpart in many other cities of our Empire, which I have ~had the

_pleasure of visiting. . Your period of prospenty has endowed you with’ bu11d1ngs
and other possessions of which you may well be proud.- But.it has also’ brought
you a population, perhaps inconveniently - laro'e, and‘you are now- Wlsely
grappling with the problems which have beset us in the*West, the" -problems of -
wide streets and healthy industrial quarters.”- The Royal Cort ege then drove
to Government House,\MalaUar Hill, through the Native C1ty :

The following day opened with the reception a,t Government House by
His Royal Hmhness of Their Highnesses the Maharaja of Kolhapur, the Rao of - "
Cutch, the Na.wab of J una.vadh ‘the Jam of Nav4nagar, the Thakor Saheb of ..
Bhévnagar, the Raja of Réjpipla, the Nawsb of Oambay, the Rana of Pore-. .
bunder, the Raj Saheb of Dhrangadhra, and the Thakor Saheb of Gondal..--
In the afterncon Their Royal Highnesses drove in State through the Clty
and en route graciously halted at seversl points to receive the greetings of =
various communities and also to perform the opening ceremony of -the new
street, which is the first of the. great thoroughfares .laid out by the City
Improvement Trust. The street by the consent of Their Royal Highnesses has
been called Princess Street, Their Royal Highnesses also passed. through the
People’s Fair on the Esplanade Maidan, thus opening it for. the recreatlon of
the many visitors to Bombay. In the evening a banquet was given at Gov-
ernment House and thereafter a levée was held at the Secretariat, at which _
more than 1,600 presentatxons were made to His Royal Hwhnees Af thesamg

B 875—1s - L
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' time Her Royal nghness the Princess of Wales held a Purdah Party at Gov-
“ernment House.

On the following morning return visits were paid by His Royal Highness

- to Their Highnesses the Maharaja of Kolhipur, the Rana of Porebunder, the
. 'Nawsb of Cambay, the Raj Saheb of Dhrangadhra and the Thakor Saheb of
~ Bhévnagar. In the afternoon Their Royal Highnesses were present to perform
~the ceremony of la.ym g the foundation stone of the Prince of Wales Museum,
~ which. institution is to be the permanent memorial of the Royal Visit to .

c Bombay. Aftér returning thanks for an address presented by the Museum ang -
" “Reception Committee, His Royal -Highness commended the selection of the

. 'memorial and spoke as follows :—* It interests me to find that in this land, so
. strange at present to me, you are following ideas which are very familiar to us
~in Grea.t Britain and throughout the Empire. Day by day we are grasping
 the importance of education by object lessons, and I anticipate the happiest
: results from the Museum, L1bra.ry and Art Gallery, which will one day stand -
-upon this spot.” On the conclusion of the ceremony His Royal Highness
visited the Royal Indian Marine Dockyard, and proceeded thence by launch to -
visit His Majesty’s Ship * Hyacinth ”’, the flagship of His Excellency Rear-
Admiral Poe, commanding the East Indles Squadron, and Her Royal Highness
~ the Princess of Wales honoured a reception organised by Indian Ladies at the
Town.Hall, The day closed mth ‘& banquet and reception at Government

’House. S

' . On. Sunday Thelr Royal nghnesses a.ttended Dwme Setnce at the
| Cathedral in the evening.-

~_ On the morning of Monday, November 13th His Royal Highness paid
return visits to Their Highnesses the Raja of Rijpipla, the Nawib of Jundgadh,

- the Rao of Cutch, the Jam of Navénagar, and the Thakor Saheb of Gondal
:In the afternoon His Royal nghness laid the foundation stone of the new

" Alexandra Dock.  Her Royal Highness was also present at the ceremony. After

returning thanks for an address presented by the Chairman of the Port Trust,
His Royal Highness spoke-.as follows :— As a sailor I am specially interested
to hear that this new Dock is designed to meet, not only the requirementsof the

.} -, Mercantile Marine, but also of the Royal Navy; and will be able to accom-

} modate the largest of our modern battleships. You, Mr. Chairman, and your
: co-Trustees, are to. be complimented on your far-seeing policy. For, profit-
~.ing'by past experiences, you have determined that the work which we now
~ inaugurate shall not be calculated for present demands alone, but be sufficient
- "to meet all possibleé needs and, development of jcommerce for many years to
come.” Their Royal nghnesses later - pald an informal visit to the Yacht

~ > Club and at moht were present-at a Ball given by the Byculla Club.

o On the mormng of Tuesday, November 14th, His Royal nghness gave

audience collectively to the remainder of the Native Chiefs present in Bombay,
_.and also inspected a detachment of Kumars from the- Ré]kumér College, who
had come down from R4jkot to ride in His Royal Highness’ Escort. At an
. investiture held on the same day His Royal Highness conferred the honour
. of Knight Commander of the Royal Victorian “Order on Steyning William
' Edgerley, Esquire, C.I.E., Chief Secretary to the Government of Bombay,
and the Fourth. Class of the same Order .on-Herbert George Gell, Esquire,
- Commissioner of Police, His Royal Highness also conferred the honour of
Knighthood on Sassoon Jacob David, Esquire, and Currimbhoy Ebrahim,
Esquire. - In the afternoon Their Royal Highnesses went up the harbour
‘in a launch and after dinner on board the “Renown® drove through the
~ City, which' was brilliantly illuminated, to'the Grant Road Railway Station
‘and left Bombay by the B B. & C. L Railway en route for Indore.

i
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Portions of a letter addressed by His Royal Highness to His Excellency the

. Governor of Bombay were published. They contained the following . para*

graphs :—* The Princess of Wales and I are desirous of making known through
you to the inhabitants of the City how deeply impressed we have been by the
expressions of enthusiastic goodwill which have been extended to us: from all
classes, races and creeds of the populatmn, and to assure them that We- shall
carry away with us the happlest reminiscences. . .

‘We wish again to thank the Municipal Authorities a.nd all concerned for »

indeed, upon everything that could conduce to our pleasure and convenienge.

- I know the amount of thought and labour such arrangements entail.

We have been especlally struck by the affectionate demeanour of the va.st s
crowds which greeted us as we passed through the streets and ‘bazirs, Tfus .

sympathetic attitude of Bomba.y has made us feel tha.t We are a.t home amongst :

our own people.” ‘ -
Their Royal Highnesses returned within the limits of the Presuiency on

the morning of Saturday, March 17th, when they arrived - ‘by .rail at Kardchi.

His Royal Highness was received at the station by His Excellency the Governor .

of Bombay, and after presentations of officers and’ other personages, had been

" made, an address was read by the President of the Kar4chi Municipality. = His

Royal Highness after expressing his thanks for the address spoke as follows:—“I . 5
am very glad to have had an.opportunity of seeing Kardchi, for I am conscious
of the fact that this place is destined to play an important part in the future of. -

~our Empire, And, if I may Judge of the spirit of the inhabitants of Ka.réo}u |

from the sentiments expressed in your address, T have little foar but that.

~you and your successors in office will be able to gra.pple with the difficult

question of development in.a large. and far-sighted ‘manmer.” . The ‘Royal.
Party then drove to Government House, where, later in the * mormng, His Royal

" Highness received a visit from His Highness the Mir of Khairpur and granted
" audiences to His Highness Mir Muhammad- Hasan Ali- Khan, C.ILE,, to His '

Highness Mir Haji Nur Muhammad and to His Highness Mir Haji Eateh Khan.
At noon His Royal Highness paid a return visit to His Highness the.-Mir of

Khairpur, and in the afterncon performed the ceremony of the unveiling of ‘the -

Sind Memorial fo the memory of Her Most, Gracious ‘Majesty the la.te Q,ueen- )
Empress Victoria. In the evening, after dinner, a receptlon was -held at
Government House. On the 18th, Their Royal Highnesses attended Divine .-

Service. On the following day His Royal nghness 1nspected the 138th . .

P.W. O. Baluchis, after Whlch the Native Officers of the 105th Mahrattas .
were presented. At 5 p.m. Their Royal Highnesses left Government House, -
for Keamari and went on boa.rd the “Renown” which: was’ berthed .ab the .-
Merewether Pier. At 7 p.m, His MaJesty s Ship “Renown ” with Their Royal‘
Highnesses on board put out to sea on_the return journey to England As a, -

conclusion to this summary a further portxon of the speech made.at Kardchi . -

by His Royal nghness the Prince of Wales in reply to the address of ‘the .
Municipality is quoted as follows :—* Your concluding words of Godspeed for =
which we are both most grateful; remind us, alas, that our visit to India is near
its end. I can assure you and our other friends in all parts of this great and
wonderful land, that we leave India with feelings of gratitude and affection.
We have seen and have learned much, we have seen enough to make India '
a living reality to us: enough to make us wish that we could see more, and to.
lmplant for ever in our hearts a sympathy and inferest in all that alfects our
fellow-sub]ects in Indla, of whatever creed or race.” - -



Geueral review.

L A v BOMBAY ADMINISTBATION REPORT, [1905-1906.

. 2. As'the result of 3 monsoon which was distinguished by its lateness

and weakness yet another year of varied fortunes must be added to the annals

of the Bombay Presulency. In the previous year Gujarit was the chief sufferer,

while the Decean and Karnitak were comparatively fortunate. In this year
there were extensive failures of crops in the Deccan and Karn4tak, while in the
greater part of Gujarit the position was favourable owing to the fortunate
accident’ of two cyclonic storms, which, though regarded at the time as a
catastrophe, eventually proved the salvation of the country. In Sind the inun-
dation of the Indus was excellent, the working of the canals was very satisfac- -

.tory and there was a large increase in the area of land brought under cultiva-

tion. The distress in the Deccan was effectively relieved by the recognised
expedlents of test works and relief works and other well known remedies such
as suspensxons and remissions of land-revenue and advances to caltivators. In
this connection the most notable feature of the year was the independence
shown by the people and the smallness of the numbers of thoss who resorted to
relief works. As the result of a succession of indifferent years the poorer

“population of the Deccan has acquired a mobility which relieves it from the

discomforts caused by local scarcity. Every year there has been a growing
seasonal migration after the harvest to the large towns, but in the year under
report two streams of migration can be traced, the one leading to those agricul-

“tural tracts in which a good harvest awaited the labourer, and the other to the

large towns which offered employment in cotton factories.  In a year in which -

there was so much migration it is fortunate that there was a remarkable

decline in the incidence of plague. Very few districts were entirely free from

this scourge, but Bombay City alone showed larger returns than those of the

previous year. The extent to which the disease had paralysed the activities of
the people is emphasised by the immediate improvement, on its comparative
cessatlon, of local trade as shown in the octroi recelpts of municipal towns, For
the same reason the year was one of wide expansion in education, especial atten- -
tion being given to the development of elementary education. In the number of
deaths there was a large decrease, but the number of births was rather less than -
that of the previous 'year;' It is possible, however, that this decrease in the
number of births is not genuine, as it is reported to have occurred in those dis-
tricts from which there was much migration to foreignterritory, in consequence
of which many births must have escaped registratign. The fact that, in spite
of a bad harvest, there was no increase in serious crime may be attributed to
the mobility and enterprise of that part of the populatmn which, had it stayed in
the villages, might have been tempted to commit crimes of violence. Natural
consequences of the poverty of the season were a decline in the number of civil
suits, and an increase,s owing to enforced dealings with the money-lender, of
mortgages and sales. The oeneral rise in the prices- of food-grams throughout
the Presndency, including Smd marks the improvement in the communications
between the different parts of the Presidency, without which prices would
have r'emained}unchénged in prosperous districts, and in the affected districts
would have risen very much higher than they did. Owing to the favourable
season in Gujarat it was pos31ble to collect not only the la.nd-revenue of the
current year but also a certain portion of the amount suspended in the prenom
year. Consequently in spite of the suspensions and remissions granted in the
Deccan and the Karnitak the collection of land-revenue was' actually larger by
approximately- thirty-two likhs than that of the prevmus year. It must be
remembered, however, that the figures of the previous year were lower by

“eighty-five 1ikhs than those of the revenue year 1903-1904. Both in the foreign

trade, in which last year there was a decline, and in the coasting trade of the Pre-
81dency proper there were larve increases, but the foreign trade of Karichi,

A
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owing to the failure of the wheat harvest of the United Provinces, suffered a
temporary check. Except in those parts where raw material was scarce, there
~ was during the year a great expansion in the cotton industry. A fall, in place.
of an expected rise, in the receipts from salt would perhaps suggest that the poor
were not able to indulge in the necessaries ‘of life, but the theory that purchases
were withheld in the latter half of the year, under the expectation that there
would be a further reduction of duty, is more likely to be correct when viewed.
in connection with a rise in the excise recexpts due to increased consumptlon of .
- country spirit and intoxicating drugs., A fall in the consumptmn of opium s
variously attributed to a rise in the price of the drug, a falling-off in the number
of habitual smokers and the increase of illicit consumption, The results of the
next few years will be watched with interest for the true solution of this problem R
'Viewing the Presidency as a whole it must be admitted that, after takmg into- "7
account the misfortunes of the Deccan and the Karndtak, the year may be more =~ =
correctly described as moderate than as bad, since in those districts and those. - . . .
departments of activity ' which were not affected by the deﬁcrency of the BREE
monsoor, it was one of increased prospenty and progress. e

3, The office of Governor and President in Counc1l was held by the R1ght ‘Porsonnel of the
Honourable Lord Lamington, G C.M.G., G.O.LE. The posts of Second and Administration.
Third Members of Council were held, respectively, by the Honoura.ble Sir James - e
Monteath, K.C.S.I,, I. C,8., and the Honourable Mr.. Edmu.nd McGildowny = . - .
‘Hope Fulton, C.8.I, I.C.S,, until the retirement on August 6th, 1905, of Sir =~ . - .
James Monteath, when the Honourable Mr. Fulton succeeded to the. pos1t1on of .
Second Member, and the vacancy as Third Member was ﬂlled by the appomt- L

ment of Mr. J, W. P, Muir Mackenzie, M.R.A.C., L. C8.

‘4. His Excellency Lord Lammgton left Bombay for Aden on Apml 1st His Excellency -
1905, and returned thence to Bombay on April 14th. Ledving on the same day the Governor’s
for Mahdbaleshvar he remained there until May 10th, when he loft’ for Kolh4d- mo.fements,', ™
pur, where he was received on arrival by His, Highness, the Ma.ha,ré]a,, andv o
remained in camp at Dodapur until May 14th, when he returned to Mahébalesh
var, On June 12th His Excellency left Maha.ba.leshvar for Poona, and en the .
way paid a visit to Bhor, where he was received by the Chief .of “the: State._-‘_ .
- Leaving Poona on July 19th His Excellency proceeded to. Bombay, ‘remaining -
there until July 25th, when he returned to Poona. On August ‘13th His
Exoellency left Poona for Bombay in order to preside . at ‘the: Public Meeting, = -
held in the Town Hall to consider - arrangements for: the ‘ensuing ‘Royal -visit. . .
On the same day he left Bombay for N4sik, -where he remained until August "
19th. From Nésik His Excellency proceeded to Poona and stayed. there unt11 EEATE
October 2nd, when he left for Ootacamund in the Madras Presidency for- the : :
purpose of paying a visit to His Excellency Lord Ampthill, Governor of Ma.dras. B
.On October 20th His Excellency returned to Bombay where: he . remained untll L
November 25th, when he paid a two days’ visit to Mithersn.- On December AT
16th His Excellency left Bombay by R. I. M. Sh1p Dufferin - for a tour';,_ o
along the Konkan Coast, and visited Alibig, Janjira, Ratndgiri, Vengurla, - - '
Sivantvadi and Kérwir. On the return journey Goa, Devgad, Jayatpurand -
Viziadrug were visited, and the tour ended with the return t6 Bombay. on Jan- '
uary 4th, 1908, His Excellency remained at Bombay until March 9th, when he-
left by R. I. M. Ship Dufferin for Karichi. On the way he rvisited Méndvi -
and Bhuj, and accompanied by His Highness the Rdo of Cutch he proceeded -
thence by land through the territory of Cutch, rejoining the Dufferin on
March 14th and reachmv Kardchi on the following day. After the departure of
Their Royal Highnesses the Prince and Princess oE Wales His Excellency left .

Karichi on March 19th and dlsembarked at Navdnagar. 'V'ls1tm°' Pitan Desert, .

B875=28 o
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‘ ])eesa, Pa,lanpur and Ahmedabad on the way, he returned to Bombay on March
* 80th, 1906, and remaihed-there until the cloge of the official year.

5. " Plague was prevalent during the year ending the 31st May 1906, but
the cases and deaths were Yery , much fewer than in the preceding year, the

‘,"ﬁouresbemv —

. ) _ ] . " Cases. "Deaths,
R 1905-1906 C e e STIZLC 64519
SR 19044-1905 T e T e 285,954 212 9419

The month of June was a.susual the month of lowest mortahty, the number i

. of cases and'deaths reported being 2,294 and 1,875 respectively. The figufes

- rose during July (2,961 cases, 2 008 deaths), August (8,049 cases, 5,587 deaths),

-+ and September (13,322 cases, 9,346 deaths). A slight improvement was

~noticeable during October (12,262 cases, 9,066 deaths), which continued during

. November (8,015 cases, 5,839 deaths), December (5,146 cases, 3,791 deaths) a.nd

- January 1906 (4,195 cases, 2,973 deaths). The figures again rose in February

(5,475 cases, 3,930 deaths), March (9,795 cases, 7,387 deaths) and April (10,103

. cases, 8,131 deaths). In the hot weather the number of cases very largely
. d1m.1mshed, b, 504: ca.ses and 4 586. deaths being reported in May. '

“In Bombay City the dlsease ‘was prevalent throughout the year but was at
its worst during- February (708 cases, 605 deaths), March (2,877 cases, 2,536

: 'dea.ths) and Apnl (4,607 cases, 3,990 deaths).

" In Karach.l also plague was - preva.lent throuo'hout the year, becommv
epldemw from March to May. There were 2,592 cases and 2,234 ~deaths in allv'

8 ‘against 2,913 cases and 2, 640 deaths in the preceding year.

.7 Aden remamed free from plavue during the year.

- The Dlstnots and Agencles most seriously affected were Kaira, Khdndesh, .

| Sé.ta.ra, Belgaum, Dhirwér, Kdthidwir and Kolha.pur and Southern Maritha
- Country States. Plague occurred to a less extent in every other District and

Political Agency, except Sukkur, Larkhdna, Upper Sind Frontier, Thar and
Parkar, Khairpur, Sivantvadi, Gambay, Bhor and Sava.nur, which remained

: almost free from the dJsease.

. There was no rallway medical mspectmn in the Presidency Proper during

" ‘the year. . Sea inspection under the Venice S4nitary Conventlon Reﬂ'ulatlons
' oontmued on the same lmes as in the prevmus year. S

" The mcldence of the d1sease among Europea.ns was as follows:—Bombay |
Clty 18 cases and. 4 deaths durmo g the year under report as against 17 casesand 9

" deaths in the previous year; in the mofuss11 1 case and 1 death as agamst 2 cases
-and 1 death last Year. : ’

A speclal scheme to populanse and- faolhtate inoculation with the plagne

> prophylachc in the mofussil was undertaken by GOVernment in August 1905.

- It met with little success and was discontinued in June 1906. Another scheme

‘for popularising inoculation amongst Government servants whose pay does not

exceed Rs, 15 a month and their wives and children by the grant of small

" - money rewards [was sanctioned in April 1906 with the approval .of the
. Government of India. -

The number of mocula.txons up to 30th J une 1906 was as follows —

Bombay City * .o Cwes ... 16,371
Mch Clty . B e aee soe 395
Ratnﬁgiri Distl'ict et see 200 . 35
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Poona District ' e - we 835
Surat District - S e was . e 206
Belgaum District T e ees © e o 887
Dharw4r District e oo e 1,827
Kaira District - Teee e 9,823
Broach District T ees .. 43 -

_ Bijépur District - e “ . oo 4,237 -
Khéndesh District vl T . . 2473 .
Ahmedabad Distriet ... .. w921
Panch Mahéls District ~  ae Cee e 1,263
Nésik District e e e 805
Abwmednagar District  + ... .. e - 460 o
- Sholdpur District s D e ME

Bétdra District e w1021 ‘
Kolbépur and Southern Maré,tha. Country Sta.tes e 7,047
_Kathidwir Agency  aee amm T ,...' - B8

&

makmg a total of 47 670. The number of moculatlons performed durmv the: :

preceding year Was 22,756, ..

Partial eva.cuatmn ‘was resorted to in Bombay C1ty and in the 1nfected "

areas in the following districts :—Ahmedabad, Panch Mahéls, Kaira, -Surat,

Ahmednagar, Kha.ndesh Nisik, Koléba, Ratnaoxrl, Belga.um, Bl]épur and_v.

"K4nara. -

stmfectmn measures were carmed out in some of the 1nfected areas ‘
6. For the Chiefs of the Native States the most 1mportant event durmg

Native' States, - i

© the year was the visit to India of Their Royal Highnesses the Prince and Princess - - °

of Wales, on which occasion a considerable. number of them proceeded to

Bombay and were presented to His Royal nghness His nghness the Maharaja
of Idar had the honour to be Chief of the Indian Staff of His B.oyal nghness, _

and a detachment of Kumérs from the R&]kot Colleo'e rode m the escort of
- His Royal Highness in Bombay. . o .

On attaining his ma]onty the Ra]a. of Chhota Udepur ‘was’ mstalled On

the gdds of that Sta.te

On the death of the Thakor Saheb of Pahtana the State was‘ placed under

an Administrator during the minority of the he1r A NPT ITRY

The Cutch State Railway was opened durmg the year Sl
R

In the States which border on Gu]a.ré.t the, season was- falriy favohrable,.
and in the North and South Konkan States, in spite of deficient rainfall, crops -

were fair, but in Kolha.pur, the Satira J4ghirs-and the Southern Mara.tha'

States the failure of crops was almost general and suspensions and remissions -
of land-revenue were extensively granted) Relief works were opened in some
“places, but were not attended by large numbers.| - Grants of tagai to cultivators .
"and dole to the aged and infirm enabled the people -to tide over the season of
scarcity, but in some cases a severe strain was placed on the State Revenues, -
In those States which :suffered from scarclty there was no noticeable increass -

of crime, but in most of the States in the Northern Gujarit group there was

a slight increase in reported orimes, which may, perhaps, -be attributed to -

increased efﬁclency on the part of the police. The decrease of plague resulted

in an expansion of education and there were increases in the numbers of schools

and puplls Except in Cutch and P4lanpur, there was a decrease in the death-

rate owing to the diminution of plague and the absence, except in Kolhdpur, .
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of any serious outbreak of cholera In the birth-rate the rise was general
except in Kolhipur, the Southern Maritha States and the Satira J dghirs.

There was no speclal outlay on Public Works, as most of the money available
was devoted to repairs. In view of the nature of the season the trade of Cutch
* and K4thidwar showed, as was expected, a considerable increase in gmports and
a similar decrease in exports. In the backward districts of the Dings the
Ch1efs paid off their debts and, except for A'bkéri and Forest oﬁences, there .
"was little crime. If & rough division be made, it may be said that-the Northern

States were recovering from the losses of the previous year, and the Southern -
States were fighting against the adversities of the present year, and consequengtly

no actwe progress on a large scale was anywhere pos51b1e.

7. With the completlon durmo' the year of the survey of Sind the work
of the great Tnvonometncal Survey in the Bombay Presidency was concluded.

8. Tidal operatmns were contmued asin previous years. A line of levels
runmng from Sukkur to Shikérpur was executed, thus completing the circuit
east and west of the Indus from Kotri to Shikirpur. Observations at Okha

-~ Point showed that in the neighbourhood of the Gulf of Cutch no movement
" - of the land with reference to the sea has taken place Wlthm the last thirty-two

LR

- Revenue, .
- snrveys and
settlements, -

years. o A .

9, In survey Work the greatest actlnty was in the Northern Division in
which the chief features of the work done were the continuation with an

".increased staff of the survey of the t4lukd4ri estates in the Ahmedabad District

" vand the measurement of lands taken up for tanks and the assessment of lands

newly ‘brought undeér irrigation from those tanks in . the Kaira District.

- Throughout the Presidency the survey of many indm villages was executed,
- and old survey records of Government villages ‘were copled and repaired.
" During the year the control of the survey of the Southern Mardtha States was

retransferred to the Director of Land Records and survey work was actively
‘advanced. . Revision settlement rates were introduced in 5 t4luk4s, and proposals
for revised settlement were completed, submitted or sanctioned for 14 tdlukds
and mahils. In addition, original or revised rates were introduced into several

E Government and inim villages. In the Kolhdpur State proposals for original

‘settlement were .sanctioned in 8 t4lukds, and in a sub-division of one tiluka .
original rates were mtrodu'ced Rev1sed irrigational settlements were introduced

. -.mto 7 talukés in Slnd

. Bor.abay forest .

survey.
* Land records,

A

10. Opera,tlons were continued in Tha.na, Sitira- and Kha.ndesh. The
‘survey of the Théna forests was completed. ' ,

1L Dunng the year a separate Director of Land Records was. a.ppomted :
'In addltmn to their ordinary duties the Land Records staff proceeded with the
training of Clrcle Inspectors and Village Accountants in survey work, butin
some tilukds owing to the prevalence of famine or scarcity it was impossible to
allow them to leave their respective villages and circles in order to attend the
classes at head-quarters, For the same reason the work of preparing the

~ Record of Rights was in many cases postponed in the Central and Southern

. Occupied area, -

~

- Divisions. In the Presidency proper it was newly started in 23 tdlukds, and

-in Sind in 7 t4lukds, and was cantinued in those talukas in which it was left
“unfinished in the prev1ous year.

12. In the Presidency, including Sind, there was a net increase of 247,886 .
aeres in the area of occupled land. A favourable inundation resulted in an
jncrease of 313 608 acres in Smd but the adverse nature of the season was
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responsible for a decrease of 87,782 acres in the Central Division. In the’
Southern Division there was a slight™ decrease, but in ‘the Northern Division,
where condltlons were moderately fa.vourable, there was an mcrease of 23, 386
acres. ,

13.- There were 173 estates under the manaoement of Collectors, The Wards and other
Tdlukd4ri Settlement Officer had in hig charge BTS estates, of which 53 were estates undar tho
under the Guardians and Wards Act and 206 under the T4lukd4ri Act VI of 3:3:::5:; ¢
- 1888, Owing to the relatively favourable nature of the season the increase in the ‘
collections of land-revenue and fagivi was considerable, With a view to framing
proposals for the liquidation W1th1n a reasonable date, of. their debts a minute
1nqu1ry into the circumstances of each estate was commenced The chief event
in the year was a large remission of Government dues in the S4nand and Koth
Estate, so granted that the tenants will obtain their share, . Settlement a.nd_
survey work made good progress in the Ahmedabad talukddri villages. There
were 442 estates under ‘the Manager of Incumbered Estates, Sind, In the
liquidation of loans and private debts a sum of 2 likhs was' expended The
amount due to Government by the estates on a.ceount of loa.ns Tose shvhtly 4.

to Rs, 22,154,

14. TFive Acts were passed during the year, of wh1ch the more 1mportant Leglsla.tlon

were an Act to establish a Court of Wards, an Act further to amend the Bombay

Abkéri Act, and an'Act furtherto amend the City of Bombay Mumc1pal Act.

Three Bills were introduced, the first of which passed into law as the last of the
abovementloned ‘Acts, the second of ‘which dealt w1th the consolidation and.
amendment of the M4mlatd4rs’ Courts Act, while the intention of the third was

to amend the Act to declare the constitution of Gourts of Cnnl and Cnmma.l
Judicature in the Province of Sind, o coo o

-15. '.l‘he most important chanves eifected dunno the year as the result of Pohce. | ,

the recommendations of the Police Commission were' the appomtment ofa .. .
covenanted civilian as Inspector-General, the creation of -two posts of Deputy '
Inspectors-General, and the re-organlzatlon “of - the’ Criminal Investlo'a,tlon
Department. ' There was a slight increase in the number of the force, and owing to

famine and plague in the Central and Southern Divisions: of the Presidency
temporary additional police were employed in several districts. - 'While the pro-

portion of educated men rose slightly there was a small decrease in the proportion

of educated officers. All the districts were represented in the ‘Presidency shoot-

ing competition, but a slight increase in the numbér of marksmen: hardly
compensa.ted the cons1derab1e decrease in the number of second elass shots. Tt

is gratifying to note that in all branches of the _police there was a decrease in
punishments, but the increase in rewards was not shared by the- Bombay City

Police. There was an appreciable rise in the number of cognizable offences

reported to the police.- There was a further increase in cases ‘classed as
*maliciously false,” and Sind, as in the previous year; was responsible for the

largest number. It is noticeable that, though in thelast four years the proportlon

of undetected cases has increased, the results of. cases actually submltted to

the Courts show a considerable improvement on the part -of. the police in the
appreciation and presentation of evidence. In ‘the value of. stolen property

there was an appreclable decrease, and in the percentage of recoveries there

was a slight decrease. - . : S : E :

16. The total number of vao'rants, dealt w1th by the work-houses, rose to Vagraals,
136, of whom 117 left before the end of the year. -Owing to the expenses of
deportation of Turkish deserters from Aden there was a considerable rise in.

expenditure.
B870—3s
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Wildsnimalssnd - 17, The number of persons killed by wild animals and snakes decreased

snakes,

Chemical
analysis, -

Criminal jastice,

from 1,162 to 1,141. The mortality among cattle due to the same causes
increased from 6,091 to 6,351. The sum paid as rewards for the killing of wild
animals increased from Rs. 3,452 to Rs. 3,579, but there was a considerable
falling off in the number of snakes killed. The number of licenses in force

. during the year for crop 'protection and destruction of wild animals increased
- from 4,973 to 5,510. S

.

18, The number of chemical analyses increased from 4,905 to 4,995, This

" increase 'was due to a rise from 204 to 251 in the cases of suspected human

poisoning, and further to a rise from 93 to 128 in the number of cases of
suspected cattle-poisoning. The percentage of detections fell from 44°6 to 42:16.

In the number of samples of water forwarded for analysis there was an increase
from 286 to 360, | “ : -

.=+ 19, In the total number of offences there Was a considerable fall, chiefly
due to the small number of prosecutions under the District Municipal Act.
Though the cases affecting human life showed in the aggregate a satisfactory
decrease it is to be regretted that the number of murders increased. In

the percentage of convictions there was a slight increase, and in the number

of European British subjects involved in cases a considerable increase. The

‘number of major punishments remained practically unchanged, but there was a

large increase in small sentences of imprisonment and fine. There was a notable
decrease in the number oflyouthful offenders dealt with under section 31 of Act
VIII of 1897. The number of whippings rose considerably, the majority being

\

_ inflicted in lieu of other punishments, =~

Prisons, civil
and criminal.

20. The increase in the number of persons confined in prisons of all

_kinds is attributed not to any special increase in crime, which might have been

expected in the districts in which scarcity prevailed, but to extensive prosecu-
tions of beggars and hawkers carried on by the Bombay City Police with a
view to suppressing this form of nuisance. * As the result of a Government
resolution on the subject there was a decrease in the number of juveniles
sentenced to imprisonment. The lack of accommodation for solifary confine-

. ment, which led to frequent transfers during the year, will shortly be removed,

_ as sanction has been received for the construction of additional cells. There

was a considerable increase in the number of prisoners identified by means of
finger-tip-impressions., In the number of punishments there was an increase,
but general discipline does not appear to have suffered, and there were no
outbreaks. The system of good marks again produced excellent results, and
981 per cent. of the prisoners under the system qualified for early releases,
Jail-industries flourished and showed increased profits. The health of prisoners

- was not quite so good as in the previous year, but the number of deaths was less,

In four prisons there was unavoidable overcrowding. Two innovations were
introduced during the year., At Théna good-conduct prisoners, who had served
two-thirds of their sentemce, were separated from the other prisoners, and
worked in a garden, enjoying certain privileges, which included the wearing of
ordinary clothes, At Dhérwir a special carpentering class was formed for
juveniles and they were kept separate from the other prisoners. The value _of
the Théna experiment is that it accustoms criminals to ordinary bonest life
before they leave'jail. The object of the Dhdrwir experiment is to prevent
‘the youthful offender from becoming by force of association a habitual oﬁe.n(.ler
and to teach him a trade by which he will be able to earn an honest living

when released from prison, |
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21. The continued decrease in the number of suits is to be attributed in Civi justice,

part to the more extended application of the Dekkhan Agriculturists’ Relief -

Act, and in part to the poorness of the season, - The immediate effect of the
extension of the Act has been to increase the work of the District and Subor-

dinate Courts owing to the fact that the elaborate procedure enjoined by the

Act has to be followed even in Small Causes. Hence too the smaller number ,
of suits disposed of during the year, There was a slight increase in the average . . -
_duration of uncontested suits but in contested suits there was a satisfactory ,
decrease of one hundred days in tho average duration, which more than compen-

sated for the rise which occurred in the previous year. There was a slight fall

in the receipts of all Courts (01v11 and Criminal) and a further rise in the. total o
charges, .. :

22, In the executlon of decrees of O1v11 Gourts Colleotors dlsposed of Execution of
rather more than the number which was referred to them, but the arrears still gec“feoﬂ ‘;frt b
exceed the references of an average year, In the number of . cases. settled _by tﬁl"nefm’e y
mutual agreement thdre was a slight decrease. As in the: .previous.year the D@Imﬁmeﬂt
percentage of remission was hlghest in Gujarit and lowest in- Sind.. ’l‘here was. '

a distinct imprévement in the prices rea.hzed from the sale of land,

23. The most notable feature of the year in connection’ with this Act Was Decoan
the application of parts of it to the whole of the Presidency, exceptlné' Aden ﬁ;‘l‘;‘;“m;“t’
and the City of Bombay, from August 15th, 1905, The report, however, only '
deals with the five districts to wh1ch the Act applied at the beginning of the .
year, In the number of suits there was a slight - decrease,]but the duration and
cost of suits remained practically unchanged. The a.vera.ge abatement was
21 per cent. in suits on mortvaoe-deeds and 27 per cent, in the ‘case of
money-debts, ' : : : . ol e

24, Inthe total number of reolstratlons there was an mcrease of 14, 000 Registration
due to various causes. The result of the amendments to sections 59 and 107 “;“}g‘,‘z,;“t mr
of the Transfer of Property Act, which came into force ‘in: the Presidency.
proper in March 1904, was to produce considerable variations under. different
heads. A large rise in the number of leases compulsorily registered is to. be
attributed to the fact that the Government notification making the registration
of leases for one year and under optional was ot pubhshed until May 1905.
A further result of the amendments was that mortgages in which reglstratmn :
was optional practically ceased to exist. The more than correspondmg increase
in mortgages with compu]sory registration was due to scarcity in some- parts of
the Presidency, and in others to the expansion of trade resulting from the
diminution of plague, A rise in the number of sale-deeds registered at Ahmed-
abad was attributed to the return of better conditions, but a similar rise in
Belgaum and Bijipur was due to the substitution of sales for mortgages as the .
result of the introduction of the Deccan Agriculturists’ Relief Act.. A slight
decrease in the number of wills was more than counterbalanced by ‘the increase
in deeds of gift. A. further degree of supervision of the offices of Registrars
aud Sub-Registrars was attamed by the permanent appointment as Supermtend-
ents of Re°1strat10n of the Superintendents of Land Records. '

25, Of the four districts to which this Act applies, two showed a declme Reglstmtlon
in the number of registrations and two an increase, the net result being a small “?‘i‘g‘??“ Xvil
increase. Va.riations in the numbers of deeds of sale and of mortoages with
and without possession were slight. Conditions were rather worse than in the. .
previous year, but in bonds only was there any noticeable decrease, the resuit,
it is said, of a disinclination on the part of sévk4rs to this form of security in
view of the present uncertainty of life. Though transactions, in which both

K
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- parties were agriculturists, showed a larger excess than in previous years over
h transactions between agriculturists and sivkars, no deductions can be drawn

from the figure as it is becoming more and more the rule for sivkars to represent

 themselves as agriculturists. , 4

. 26. The figures of new Joint Stock Companies registered during the year
furnish- evidence of increased industrial- activity in the Presidency. A net
increase of forty-eight. Companies, most of which were formed to work Mills

" and Presses, is reported. The progress of Ahmedabad, in which city as many

as eighteen new Companies were registered, is conspicuous.

en Judging from thezﬁgures of attendance there was no increase in the
interest shown by members of Local Boards in their position and obligations.

" -~ In Sind and the Northern Division there was a" marked improvement in the

g financial position, but the Central and Southern Divisions, owing to suspensions

and remissions of land revenue, would have suffered a considerable reduction
*of revenue but for the special grants from Government in aid of primary
- education, commupications, and village water-supply, which enabled them to

show a small increase of revenue. Insix districts, however, the financial position

.- was unsatisfactory, the closing balances being below the prescribed minima,

In the, income of all Boards there was an increase of 13 14khs of rupees, and

L in their expenditure of 35 lékhs of rupees. As wusual the .chief items of

Bompay . -
Municipality,

gxpendith‘réprfe Education, Medical Relief, Civil Works, and Water-supply. -

‘ 98. ' The income realised during the year exceeded by more than 5 14khs the
original estimate owing to increased receipts under Property Taxes, Wheel Tax

and Tolls, Town ‘and Tobaceo Duties,and Returns from Property and-Miscellane-

- ous, On the other hand thoixgh there was a net saving of almost 2% l4khs on

= the estimates, the expenditure exceeded the receipts by almost 3 1dkhs, . Many

-of .the expensés incnrred were however pon-recurring, and while the permanent

*" " inorease in revenue was estimated at 5 14khs, the permanent increase in expen-

District

Municipslities.

- diture. was estimated at only 2} l4khs, The City of Bombay was the only
place in which plague increased during the year, and there was a further increase

of expenditure on plague measures. A Joan of 12 14khs was raised during

‘the year, and was faken up at 104 per cenf. Except in the General Tax, which

was . slightly reduced, there was no change in the taxes. As in previous years
a considerable number of unsafe buildings were removed by order. Even apart
from the :increase in plague above-mentioned the general health -of the City
was not . satisfactory. Increased activity in the inspection of: markets resulted
'in the condemnation and destruction of treble the quantity destroyed last year
of unwholesome food exposed.for sale.” There was a further satisfactory increase

~ in the number of schools, municipal ard aided, and also in the number of pupils.

99, In the aggregate receipfs of all Municipalities there was a slight
decrease, the decline in receipts of the Municipalities of the Northern 'Division
and Sind being rather larger than the ipcrease in receipts of thase of the
Oentral and Southern Divisions. Except in Sind there was a general increase

" in receipts from octroi, which is attributed to the extension of traffio “resulting
" from the . comparative cessation of plague. In the aggregate expenditure of all
 Municipalities there was an increase of almost 3 14khs of rupees. The inclusion

of the figures of the Kardchi Municipality. and the exclusion of those of the
Bombay Municipality account for the apparently abnormal. ﬁguljgszx from the
Sind _Muniéipalities, when compsred with those of the Mum‘clpalltles of tlfe
Presidency proper. Drainage and other measures for the security of the public
health are the chief causes of the inereased expenditure, In the aggregate
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closmo' balances of all Mumelpahtms there was an mcrease of nea.rly 1& lakhs
of rupees.

30. The year was rendered notable for the Bombay Improvement Trust Bombay

by the fact that Princess Street, the main thoroughfare in the first of the great frrrovement
- Street Schemes of the Trust, was opened in’ November by Their Royal Highnesses

the Prince and Princess of Wales. That the actual operations of the Trust during

the year are lessthan those of the Pprevious year is due to the fact that the neces-

sary Government sanction was not received in time to start work on two large ',

schemes. During the year considerable progress was made in the erection of

chaivls for the acoommodation of the poorer classes, whose members have suffered °
displacement by the execution of the Trust’s schemes. The development of the -

Gowalia Tank Scheme promises the addition of a new residential quarter, and.".

the Police Accommodation Schemes made rapid. progress towards completion’

during the year. A loan of 30 14khs having been announced, tenders for almost = -

three times the amount were received. It may be noted with satisfaction that.

the number of land acqms1t10n cases settled by ammable a.rrano'ement is shchtly
on the increase,

31. The usual camps of exercise were held by the va.nous Volunteer Corps Volunteering.
under the Western Command. The formation of two additional Oompames was
sanctioned, one for the 2nd Batta.hon, G.L P. Ra.llway Volunteers, and the
other for the 8. M. Railway Volunteers. . -

32. The abatement of plague at Aden resulted in an 1mprovement in the Marine,
numbers of European and Native seamen engaged. Engagements at Bombay -
were similar to those of the previous year, but desertions, -especially. among
firemen, occurred more frequently. As the result of three Courts of Inquiry:
the certificates of one Captain and of one. Chief - Engmeer were suspended for
periods of six months and three months respectively. o L

33. The Bombay Port Trust continued its career of smocess and actlﬂty,Tort Trosts:

and once more the revenue receipts reached the highest figure yet recorded. In fgfﬁ; Karichi
connexion With the building of the New Dock: Works, including the Alexandra o
Dock, of which the foundation stone was laid by His Royal Highness' the'

Prince of Wales, a loan of 35 14khs of rupees was raised. At Kardchi, though

there was a serious decline in receipts owing to the shrinkage ‘of exports

of wheat and seeds, it was recognized that the setback was temporary, and:

operations for developing the Port were continued with unabated activity.’ A.’_

further loan of 41 lékhs of rupees has been sanctioned., At Aden' there was

a slight fall in receipts, but dredging operations were continued on a slightly

extended scale at greatly reduced expenditure, and the genera.l financial results o
were satisfactory. -

34. Snagging operations contmued as usual. meg to a less’ a.bundant Indns Couser-
harvest there was a slight decrease in the river-borne traffic between Sind and by Depart-
the Punjdb. - His Royal Highness the Prince of 'Wales on his visit to Kardchi "

announced the abolition of the boat ta.x and the remission of all arrears
connected with it.

36. During the year the work of orvamzatlon and reo'xstra.tlon of socxetles Co-operative
progressed satlsfactorily, especially in the Southern D1v1s10n. An Urban Society Credit Societies.
was established in Bombay, the chief object of which will be to provide loans for :
rural societies. So far there has been no actual failure of any society, and
only one is reported to be in an unsatxsfactory condition. , The voluntary service
as honorary organizers of three retired Deputy Collectors was accepted by

Government. =By the close of the year thlrty-one societies had been reglstered o
and others were belnﬂ organized.

B 875--43
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36. In the Presidency proper the mnet cropped area showed a further
decline of 523 per cent., owing to the weakness of both the early and later
rains in all dlstncts of the. Dekkhan, except Khéndesh, and in the Karnitak.
In Gujarit and in all parts of the Konkan, except Théina, the areas under all
crops increased. In Sind owing to a favourable inundation there was a rise in
the area under cultivation 'of 15'19 per cent., which more than counterbalances

~ the decline in the previous year of 11°6 per cent. The shimkage in the Presi-

dency proper occurred chiefly in the sowmgs of jowdri, wheat, oil-seeds and
gram. - - In the Dekkhan and Karnitak in view of the shortage of rainfall large
sowings of b4jri were made in.place of jowdri, but much of the crop failed

. completely. Under cotton there was an increase in Sind of 28 per cent. and in -

the Presidency proper of 9 per cent. In the Presidency proper the area under
tobacco rose by 23 per cent., but failed to equal the pre-famine figures.
The area under pulses in the Presidency proper increased by 4-5 per cent, As
the result of insufficient rain the area under irrigation in the Presidency proper

‘declined eonmderably, but in Sind there was a large increase, which, however,

was partly due to improved registration. In the number of pakka irrigation
tanks there was a slight decrease, and in that of kacha irrigation wells there was

;! shght increase.

3'7. Owing to the unfa.vourable character of the season the number of

crop experiments was very limited. In all, 91 expenments were reported, of
‘which 80 related to ‘wheat, .

38, Owing to the deficiency of rain the results from expenmental farms,
except where there were facilities for irrigation, were most unsatisfactory. In
the growth and acclimitization of mew varieties, and in the hybridization of
cottons little progress was possible. Usefal information, however, was obtained
as to the stimulus afforded to insect-pests by a dry season, and the injurious -

- results following on the application of manures in the absence of sufficient

~ moisture. The important experiments at the Manjri farm were successfully

continued by the aid of irrigation, but the valuable experiments in rdb cultiva-
tlon at Lonawla were rendered quite inconclusive by violent and unseasonable

‘rain. At Surat, where very important experiments for the improvement

of cotton are proceeding, the season was most unfavourable, There was a
slowly increasing demand for the superior agricultural implements supplied by

- some of the farms, and large quantities of selected seed were distributed. -

Adv:moee to -
cultivators,

Agricultural
stock and

breedmg 0pera,-r

tions,

39, The pronouneed scarcity in the greater part- of the Dekkhan and

- Southern Maritha Country was mainly responsible for an increase of 2:43 1dkhs
" _of rupees in advances given for the permanent mprovement of the land. In

this way a considerable amount of useful work was carried out and labour was
-provided for many who would otherwise have been obliged to resort to the

- nearest faminework. Great scarcity of fodder in the same regions was the chief

~cause of an increase of ' 65 la.khs of rupees in advances for the purchage of seed
and cattle. :

40. The number of cattle of all sorts shown in the quinquennial return

*-published during the year shows a steady increase for the whole Presidency,
- including Sind, although the total is not yet more than about four-fifths

of the average of the ten years preceding the year 1896-1897, In the last two
years owing to scarcity of fodder some districts in the Karnitak have suffered
a marked setback. Gujarit has been most fortunate and shows a remarkable
increase of young stock, Under the superintendence of the Civil Veterinary
Department and the immediate direction of a Veterinary Graduate paid by

 Government the Northcote Gowshdla had a successful year. There was a
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satisfactory increase in the number of mares covered by Government stallions,
due probably to the removal in the previous year of restrictions as to branding,

41, There was a slight decline in the exhibits at the Ahmedabad Horse
Show. Four cattle fairs were held during the year, those at Ahmedabad and
Ahmednagar being newly instituted or revived after a lapse of some years.
All were successful except that held at Sholépur. .

42, The monsoon &s in the previous year was distinguished by lateness and
weakness, Two heavy storms from the Bay of Bengal passed through the
Central Provinces to Gujaridt and North Deccan in July and gave a large excess

of rain, which to some extent compensated for the subsequent weakness in

August and September of the Arabian Sea monsoon. - In the other parts of the

Fairs and shows,

Meteo:-ology.

Pres1dency, including the Konkan, the rainfall was in defect throughout the

season and crops suffered accordingly.

43. As the result of the unsatisfactory natu’\re of the seasdn' in a consider-
able portion of the Presidency there was a general rise in prices throughout

Prices and wages.

the Presidency. Prices were naturally highest in those districts in which the

home supplies proved insufficient, but in those parts of the Presidency, including
Sind, where the season was fa.vourable, there was also a rise in prices, which was
due to the exportation of food-grains to the affected. districts. But for the facility
with which food-grains circulated, prices in the affected districts would have
risen very much higher. In the Karnitak jowéri rose in price by 133 per cent.

and bajri by 100 per cent., while in Sind the rise in the prices of these foods,

varied from 14 to 25 per cent. In Sind there was a slight rise in the price of
wheat, in Gujardt there was a rise of nearly 33 per cent., and in the Deccan

there was a rise of from 67 to 100 per cent. The price of rice, owing to large .

imports from Rangoon, did not rise in so marked a way as those of the various
cereals. Owing to the complete absence of any organisation of labour and;of
any fixed standard of life there was no visible connection between .prices and
wages. Further the readiness with which the wage-carners in the affected
parts emigrated during the season of sca.rclty partly accounts for the compara-
tive stability in wages in spite of varying conditions. In as many as fifteen
districts there was practlcally no change in the rates of wages, iwhile m six
there was actually a fall, and in three only was there a rise.

44. Except in Sind, where the river ga.ve rather more than it took away,

and scarcity in the Deccan the amount of produce given away in free grants
was considerably larger than in the previous years. The good  inundation in

*.Fores.ts. :
the variations in the area of the forests were slight. Demarcation of boundaries .
and ride-cutting were continued as usual. Owing to the floods’'in ‘Ahmedabad

Sind was responsible for an improvement in natural reproduction and a large fall

in the number of forest fires. - In the Central Circle the dryness of the year’

was against good natural reproduction. The results from plantations and
broadoa.stmo were mostly satisfactory, though frost did damage in Sind. Com-
muniocations, especially in the Dings, were 1mproved. The ﬁnanclal results of
the year’s working were satisfactory.

45.  The exploitation of the mineral resources of the Presidency proceeded
during the year. Gold and manganese ore engrossed the attention of pro-
spectors and miners, and from reports it would seem that the gold-fields in the
Dhérwér District and the manganese fields in the Panch Mah4ls District show
signs of a successful future. Mills and ginning and pressing factories showed
a continued increase, but it is noticed that little discretion is shown in the
establishment of factories, and that when business is bad, refuge is sought in

ngnufactnres
and indastriess
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~ though still small, doubled itself. In the coast
- increase was an advance of 17 likhs in the exports to Sind. The conspicuous
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the combine, a form of provress which is' fo be deprecated. For the present
the cotton industry in its various forms holds undisputed pre-eminence, but an
independent development in iron and steel mapufacturies may follow on- the

 discoveries of manganese and the demand for machinery from Mmmg ‘Com-

panies, Machmery for husking. rice and crushing sugar-cane is already

- manufactured in the Presidency, but leaves room for great improvement.
_Anclent industries, like the cottage industries of England, seem to have had

their day, and though attempts are being made to introduce improved types
of handlooms, the weight of custom and pre]udlce is not to be lightly removed.

46. Tt is most satlsfactory to note that the check experienced in the
foreign trade of the Presidency proper in the previous year has mot been
repeated. In the figures of the ag gregate sea-borne trade of the Presidency
there was a further improvement of 372 likhs of rupees, In addition to the
improvement in the forelgn trade there was a continued increase in the coasting
trade. Kardchi alone owing to a temporary shrinkage in the wheat trade
suffered a setback. . '

The figures for the Presidency proper depend almost entirely on those of
Bombay. - The rise in foreign imports of 81 crores and in foreign exports of 4°19
crores was the most remarkable feature of the year. To the rise in imports the
‘chief contribution wasan increase of 2'09 crores in the value of imports of articles
manufactured and part]y manufactured. Of this amount nearly three-fourths

. was obtained from the increase in imports of yarn and textile fabrics. Smaller

increases included a rise of 54°47 ldkhs in the value of the imports of machinery
and millwork, testifying to the increasing industrial activity of Bombay. In
the imports of foreign oil there was a further decrease, which is to be attributed in -
part to the destructive disturbances at Baku, and also to the growing popularity
of Burma oil which threatens to oust all except the highest qualities of

'Kerosme. In the imports of raw cotton, ‘which depend both on the outturn
 of local crops and on the price of American cotfon, there was a decline of 9'52

likhs of rupees. The inorease in exports of Indian produce was mainly due to
an advance of 8'14 crores under raw materials and unmanufactured articles,
of 8} crores in cotton owing fo large increases in the distribution to Japan and

“France, and of 272 crores under articles manufactured and partly manufactured, -

of which 2-54 crores were under cotton fabrics. There were nofable decreases

. in the exports of tea owing to the unfavourable Persian tariff; in opium, owing
- to high prices asked by the Malwa dealers, and in seeds owing to the damage to

the crops caused by frost. For re-exporfations of foreign imports the chief

- customer was Persia which confributed an increase of 5 likhs to the general
‘increase of 19 14khs in the volume of this trade, in which Bombay acts as an
~entrepdt. In the distribution of the foreign trade the British Empirq retained

and slightly improved the figures of its premier gomtlon. Trade with America,
trade the most remarkable

feature of the land -trade of the Preaudency proper was the rise in value by

14°2 per cent., coincident with the fall in volume of 4'2 per cent., of the land
trade with the other parts of India. The decline in volume was mostly in
imports of wheat, oil-seeds, and other food-grains owing to the inferior harvests
experienced at the centres of export in Northern and Central India. The chief
feature of the exports was the increased demand for salt and refined sugar from

- other parts of India.  There was also an increased demand for food-grains

owing to local scarcity in R&jputdna and Central India. In the local trade
between Bombay port and the rest of the Presidency there was an increase in
value of 17 per cent,, Qwing to scarclty in parts of the Presidency there wereo
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larger movements than usual in wheat grain, and pulses. The industrial
development of the Presidency was reflected in & large increase under coal and
coke’and railway materials. \ :

It was noted last year that the export of wheat was the ‘backbone of the Smd

trade of Kardchi and the figures of this year furnish _neoatlve evidence to the

same effect, There was a decrease in the wheat trade of 5106 per cent., and
_in spife of the ferelgn imports being the largest yet experienced there was a

‘decline of 479 crores in the entire value of the trade of the port. The serious

decline in the wheat trade was due to the fact that owing to frost and 'unseason- . .

able rainfall there was a shrinkage in the crop of the United Provinces, which :

normally finds its outlet through Karchi, Consequent on this shrinkage

prices in India rose above home rates with the’ results described above. Forelgn

imports of articles of food and drink increased by 89:04 likhs, and there was a

very considerable increase in the imports of sugar for the Punjib. The trade in -
cotton plece-goods increased by 12°9 per cent. -In the coasting trade a small
decrease in imports was counterbalanced by an increase of 11 per cent.in .
exports. By exports of grain to Kutch and Kéthidwér, in which parts there
had been poor harvests, the subordinate ports almost doubled their export trade.
There was a satisfactory increase in the land trade with A.fghamstan and Selstan, ‘
but in that with Beluc]nsta.n there was a decline,. . = ~ S

’ .

. The foreign and Indian trade of Aden showed a -considerable 1mprovement Aden. .
though the exceptlona.l figures of two years ago were not equalled, The -
improvement is to be attubuted in part to the increased trade from Somaliland.
resulting from the cessation of the disturbances caused by the Mad Mullah, and .
in part to the excellent rains received in the Aden Hinterland and Arabia.
Good rains, however, operated both ways, for while the bumper crop of coffee
produced an increase of 9% likhs of rupees in the value of the imports, the
need for imported grain practically ceased and the 1mports decreased by 10}
14khs of rupees. Owing to the opening of new markets in Abyssinia and‘ :
Somaliland there was a large increase in all piece-goods and cotton manufactures,
In the inland trade there was a slight setback due to the good season which
make the inhabitants independent of such: 1mports as were requlred by them
in the two previous seasons of drought. :

47. A detailed account of the works carried out durmg the yea.r wﬂl be Pnbho Works.
found in Chapter IV. The total expenditure on works of all kinds from .
Impenal Provincial and Local Funds amourted to 80 54, 14khs of Tupees, an
increase of slightly more than 12 lzkhs when compa.red with the ﬁgures of the - -,
previous year. 'The increase was chleﬂy under Provincial Funds- in which the -
expenditure rose from 45% 14khs to a little over 55 14khs,’ .The outlay under )
Imperial Funds dechned from 8% 14khs to approximately 7 1§khs,’ 01v11 i
Buildings necessitated an expend1ture of 85°22 14khs as against 28'91 lékhs in.
the previous year. The expenditure under communications rose by about ..
eleven thousand and amounted to 11°45 lskhs. The cost of works carried out

in relief of famine by the Public. Works Department inoreased from Rs 26,000,
to Rs. 1,14,000.

43 The total expenditure on irrigation works in the Presulency and Smd Imgahon.
amcunted to 48} likhs of rupees as against 48} 14khs in the previous year, and
was divided between Sind and the Presidency proper in the proportion of 2} to 1.
Of the total expenditure, Rs, 11,27,173 were spent on works and Rs, 21, 70,091 on
repaxrs A full account of irrigation works gnd revenue for the past year is given

in ChaptersIV and V, Irrigation in the Northern Division suﬁered from the
B 875—5s
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_abnormally heavy rainfall in the month of J uly, which breached the Khiri Cut
Canal and two of the large storage reservoirs, Later there was scarcity of rain
and the Hathmati river praotwallj céased to flow.in November, There was

__consequently a fall in the area. 1mgated and in the assessed revenue as compared

" with the average of the last ten years. Good progress was made towards the

completion of five irrigation tanks in the Kaira and Panch Mah4ls Districts.

The survey of the proposed Mahi Canal was continued, and a report on the
Szibarmatl Canal’ project was submitted. In the Central Division owing to

' 1nsuﬂﬁc1ent rainfall tanks did not £ll, and rivers ceased to flow early in the
season. In spite of a decrease in the area irrigated, there was a cons1derable
increase in the figures of the gross assessed revenue, as much of the area was
under high-rated erops, - . Work on the masonry dam at Chanképur and on the
Girna " Left Bank Canal in connection with it progressed, and, in relief of

-‘famme, work ‘was begun on' the Nira Right Bank Canal, the Victoria Tank
at Warwand, the Godiven Right" Bank Canal and the Musalwadi, Bhamburdi
and M'a.ng1 Tanks. A~ survey- for the enlargement of the Ojbir Left Bank
Canal was completed and the Pravara Pro;ect for supplementing the supply of

the thar nght and Left Bank Canals wassubmitted. ‘Preliminary surveys were

" ‘carried out in Khéndesh, including that of a large irrigation tank at Karwand

~ in the Sitpura Hills. - In the Southern Division no large works were under-

taken during the year. -As compared with the average of the past ten years

.. “there was. an increase both in.the area under cultwatmn and in the gross

. assessed revenue, but the increases were entirely due to the Krlshna and Gokik

- Canals, without which, owing to the failare of the late rains, there would have

heen considerable decreases. - The Godiveri Project was submitted during the
. year and the Nira Right Bank Canal Project was unader. preparation. In rehef
" of famine excavation work was begun on the Gokdk Canal, . The total area
 irrigated from the Deccan and Gujarit Works for which Capltal and Revenue
~Accounts ara kept was 105,716 acres against 131,905 acres in the previous year.
- The gross assessed revenue rose trom Rs. 8,145,905 to Rs. 8,93,326. In Sind the
jnundation was exceptionally favourable and all the canals reported very
satisfactory results. 'Erosion was particularly active at the head of the Did and
‘Western Nara Canals. Contour surveys for improving existing canals were in
progress. . The Mahi Wah project, as originally sanctioned, was completed, but
~ additions have been found necessary. Works in connection with the Mithrio.
" Canal were completed during the year, and work on the Nasrat, Fuleli and
Hasanah Canals was continued. The surveys in the Fuléli Canals District and
* the Eastérn Nara. Distriet were completed, and a preliminary survey was under-
' ta.ken to find a permanent mouth near Rohri for the Did and other inundation
canals, havmg their mouths from “ kacha” banks along the Indus and dependant
~ on.the vagariesof the river. In addition to topoora.phlcal surveys over a-length
_ of aboiit 329 miles, a combined hydrooraphm and" topographic survey was
' oarned out for 35 miles by the Indus River Commission. The borings for the
survey of the site for the Sukkur weir were continued, and special observatlons ,
of depths of scour were carried out. The area irrigated by all classes of works
in the Province was 3,349,488 acres against 2,923,923 acres in the previous year
and 3,151,807 acres in the year 1903-04. The gross assessed revenue amounted
'+ to  B&. 81,51,376 of which Rs. 8,75,485 were on account of direct and
- Rs. 77,785,891 on account. of ‘indirect receipts, the. corresponding figures
for 1904-05 and 1903-04 being Rs. 66,47,292 (Rs. 4,91,958 direct and
Rs. 61,55,334 indireet) and Bs. 73,33,716 (Rs. 5,00,835 direct and Rs. 68,32,881
mdlrect) respectively. Both.the ﬁgures of area. mlgated and revenue assessed
arethehwhestyetrecorded O . Lo
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- 49, During the year 18990 miles of railway were opene& for traﬂic. ‘The Reilweys.
) lonvest continuous addition was one of 100:53 miles, forming the Narnauls
Phulera. Section of the Rewéri-Phulers Chord Railway. Several important

new lines were under construction, and work was begun on the Bombay Hars

bour Branch of . the G. I. Pi Railway.  Extiensive surveys were completed .
during the year.  On the termination of the old contract of the B: B. & C. L™
Raﬂway Company, the railway was purchased. by the State and a_ new contract

is to be executed, provxdmg for the continued working. of the railway. by.the .
Company., The earnings of all the more 1mportant hnes showed satxsfactory

' 1mprevement R T LA AP R S

.. 50, Owing to the’ redlstnbutlon ot‘ revenue’ and" eXpendltute under . Finance :
 Imperial and Provincidl éffected by the new Provincial Settlement ‘which caie Geperal, ..
into_force in 1905-1906, some heads of account, notably Land Revenue, Exoise, -
Salt, Stamps and Registration, show marked variations of figures whon compared - -
with those of the preceding year. The results of this redistribution are visible .

in the aggregate figures of Imperial. rece1pts, in-which’ there wasa decrease of ' ..
rouo'hly 80} l4khs of rupees, while .in Provincial and Local’ receipts there

was a rise of 263 ldkhs of rupees. There was, however, in addition to these -
changes a real fall in Impena.l revenue, notably under Opiam.and, Salt, . and’g
real rise in Provincial revenue: * In ImpenaI expend1ture there was & rise of 10
1ékhs, in Provincial expendlture of 56 14khs, and in Local expenditure of 6 la,khs ‘

]?artly owing to smaller assignments from Impenal to . Provmual and Imporial,
partly also to increased - collections in GuJar.it ‘where owing :to’ ‘the ‘favourable '
nature of the season arrears of the  previous year were eollected there ‘was aii
increase in receipts from Land Revenue of nearly 313 14khs, - 'In the receipts
from Customs there was an increase of 18 14khs, Which denotes the expansion of .
sea-borne trade. - In the receipts from Forests there’ was an increase of 2 ‘14khsg
_owing to the demand for fodder and the higher prices obtained’ for timber, I -

the receipts from the Mint there was an increase of 61* lékhs awmo’ to the
enhanced rupee coinage during the year: :

" The increase of nearly 36} ldkhs in the recelpﬁs from Exclse thouoh in Pr'o'vin.'cm

part due to the new Provincial Settlement, was also the result of the 1mproved' S
condition. of local industries and the ensuing  competition: for: toddy- shop '

licenses. . The only other important rise in receipts was one of. 2 likhs from .
Forests. In the receipts fromr Land Revenue there was & fall of more tham 174
ldkhs, the result of smaller assignments from Imperial to Provindial, whlch' .
were partly counterbalanced by the increase: of the Provincial share from one-- -
fourth to one-half under the Provincial Settlement "and. . partly’ by increased -
receipts in Gujardt consequent on a favourable season.’ : The' chief increases'in -~ .
expenditure were of 1} 1dkhs under Excise, due in parf to the redistribution undet : .

* the new Settlement and in part to the maintenance of additional establishments; ,

of 1 14kh under Forests, due to fodder operationsin areas where there was scareity; ' - ':‘ e
of 1 14kh under General Administration, due to chargés in connection with the

Royal Visit; of 1} l4khs under Police, owing to re-organization and. extra
charges on account of famine expenses ; of 1} 14khs under Medidal> and nearly -

4 14khs under Scientific and other minor departments, due to the payment of -

the grant to the Prince of Wales’ Museum of Western India and to higher-
expenditure on’experimental cultivation; and of nearly 1} lé,khs .on Famme,

due to the greater severity of conditions in 1905-1906; :

51. There was great activity at the Mint during the year. On\ Govern‘ Mint.
ment account and for the Karauli Darbér 12'17 crores of rupees were struck. -
The work for the Karauli Darb4r consisted of the conversion of the silver ocurrency

of that State into Govemment rupees. Silver coins: were also struck. for*the-
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* Btraits Settlements Government. ' In the value of gold bullion and coin tendered

in exchange for rupees there was a decrease of 3-56 crores of rupees. Silver of
the value of 24'62 14khs of rupees was received from England for the Special

~ Ingot Reserve.

" Currency :
Presidency Circle..

52, Inithe gross olrculatlon of notes on the last day of the year there was
a compara.tlvely small increase of 5'55 14khs, An increase of 21 14khs in the
monthly net circulation' of notes of low values was ‘more than counterbalanced
by a deorease of 25 14khs in the corresponding figures for notes of high values.

. The increasing poPulanty of the Rs. 5 note was again manifested. The
- appreciation of a gold coinage was seen in the issues of sovereigns, in which

, Karichi Circle.

.. there was an increase of 29 lékhs of rupees. No new forgeries came to light.

* In the value of notes in circulation at the close of the year there was an

- " increase of 46 1likhs of rupees, This increase was chiefly due to the use made
~ by Banks and European Firms of the new facﬂltles for telegraphic transfers

Land Revenuo. L
: 'demand amounted to Rs, 4'80 crores and exceeded that of the previous year by

between Currency Offices, -
53.» Including the demand on account of former years the land revenue

Rs. 7996 likhs, The -collections amounted to Rs. 3'41 crores and were

" higher than those of the previous year by Rs. 3181 ldkhs, These figures are

those of the Revenue year ending July 31st and should -not be confused’

- with those of the Financial year ending March 31st. The increases both in the
- demand and the collections were mamly due to the- recovery in the year
. under report of amounts suspended in the precedm year in Gujardt. This

 Sea Customs, -
Bombay.
e o

S

increase more than counterbalanced the suspensions which the poorness of the
season necessitated in the Deccan and Karndtak. In Sind owing to the favour.
able inundation there was a large increase in the area of land putunder culti-
vation and consequently of the land revenue demand and collections. In.the
number of distraints there wero no remarkable variations except in the district of
Ahmedabad where owing to the reluctance of the revenue-payers to pay up the
amounts suspended in the previous year there was a large increase.

54. - As compared with last year there was a rise of 41 likhs in the receipts

. of the Bombay Customs House. The increase was confined to the Import
-Duties, which constituted almost the whole of the revenue. Although the

increased establishment was employed for a complete year for the ﬁ.rst time

" there was a minute decrease in the percentage of total expenditure to net col-
' .lectlon 'A considerable increase in the amount paid as refunds of duty was due

in part to the increase in refunds of duty to Kashmir. The large decrease in

- movements of Silver Bullion and Coin was the chief cause of a reduction in
" drawbacks of nearly one l4kh., As the result of heavy transactions in sugar the
“value of goods bonded in the Pubho Warehouse was three times as large as that

 Kardohi and Sind -
_compared with those of the precedm year, by 151 per cent. In the amounts

~ Ports. -

of last year.’
The net Customs recelpts at Karichi and other Sind ports increased, when

paid both in refunds and withdrawals there were large increases. In the

' percentage_ of total expenditure to net collection there was a small decrease.

Land Customs. -

* The establishment of an additional N4ka on the K4&thidwar Frontier re-

.vmoved the existing inconvenience to traffic between the Limbdi State and Cam-

. bay and Kaira. ‘An unfavourable fishing season and the ravages of locusts

resulted in a considerable fall in the receipts at the’ Portuguese Frontlers from

.- - the exports of salted fish, cocoanuts, copra and betel-nuts.

Opinm, '

-55. " As an item of Tmperial Revenue the receipts from Opium showed as
compared ‘with the figures of the previous year, a decline of 27 14khs, This
decline was due chiefly to the diminished exports to China which in this year
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reached the lowest figure recorded in the decade, The reason for this may be-
traced to the high prices paid early in the season to Bombay Merchants by
Chinese buyers as the result of a rumour-that the Chinese crop had failed,

Even after this ramour had proved false, and when there was competition from
cheap Chinese Opium the Mélwa dealers persisted in asking the hlo'h prices-
which had ruled at the beginning of the season.

56. The results from the operation during the whole year of the reduction Salt:
of the duty on salt, ‘introduced towards the close of the preceding year, present the P“gsg"my
most interesting features of the report on the work of the Salt Department. proper
There was a large increase in removals of salt, especially to the Central and -
United- Provinces, and to Mélwa. Owing, however, to the postponement. of
purchases towards the end of the year in consequence of a ramour that in com-
memoration of the Royal Visit there would be a further reduction in the duty,
and also owing to scarcity in the Deccan and the Southern Maritha Country,
there was a slight decrease in the average consumption per head in the Presi--
dency itself. The loss of revenue resulting from- the reduction. of .the duty -
was 3570 ldkhs of rupees. In twelve out of the eighteen districts the full
bencfit of the reduction is now obtained by the purchaser.. A large decreasefg )
in the number of offences detected is attributed.to the reductlon of the:.
duty which has made salt so cheap that the contraband trade is no longer worth
the risks which it entails. = As yet pnvate traders have not taken any advantage '
of the abolition during the previous year of the monopoly for the sale of
" Ba.ré,gra salt. Production at Baragra declined by nearly 2 likhs of ma.unds‘ ,
owing to unseasonable rain in the month of February, but in the manufacture'_' ’
of sea-salt there was an increase of nearly 4 lakhs of maunds ) '

In Sind there was a general but slight increase both in productlon and Smd
disribution and also in the average rate of consumption per head, -which is,_
for well-known reasons, very much lower ‘than the corresponding rate in the.
Presidency proper. Intherevenue there was a fall of' nearly one l4kh of rupees, -

"Aden during the year recovered from the dlsorgamsatlon caused by plague Aden, ,
and there was a satlsfactory increase both in the production and distribution-
of salt from the Government works, and also in the revenue receipts. - Owing to
a large increase in the demand from Calcufta for Aden Salt there .was a
corresponding rise in the exports from the Italian Salt Works. . ,
57. In spite of the poorness of the season ,in the- greater part of the Excmﬁ
Dekkhan and the Southern Marstha Country, the revenue from excise: increased ;Premden"y
from 1°23 crores of rupees to 1'26 crores. A fall of 1-24 likhs of rupees 1n, .
receipts from opium was more than counterbalanced by a rise of 8'43 14khs in
receipts from country spirit and of more than' three quarters of a l4kh:in
receipts from intoxicating drugs. In. various parts of the Pre31dency, ‘but "
especially in the Northern Division, a temperance movement was in progress,
and materially reduced the sales of country spirit and toddy in the districts of
Surat, Thina and Broach. In spite, however, of this movement there was a -
large increase in the consumption of country spirit in the Presudency as a whole,
In the sale of toddy there was a decrease of about 3 per cent. The: prospects of
Indian-made beer are not encouraging, as the. British troops, who were ‘the -
chief customers, are not satisfied with it. There are, however, great posmbmtles" .
for Indian manufactures of denatured spirits for industrial purposes. The fall -
in receipts from opium is subject to various explanations. It is-reported that‘_
the younger generation is decidedly less addicted to the consumption of opium
and that in the old habitués of the drug plague found easy viotims, The:
higher prices at which opmm was sold durmo the year might be expeoted to*

have reduced the sales, but it is noticeable that, while the decline in - consump--
B875—68
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tion was shared by all the districts in which the monopoly system prevails, it did
not occur amongst those in which the single-shop system is established. The
results suggest inferences the reverse ‘of favourable to the monopoly system.

But the question is receiving examination. The number of cases of illicit
distillation show the usual fluctuations. - A good mhowra crop in Th4na resulted
in a large increase in the number of ‘cases of illicit distillation. Similarly in-
S4tira, where the season was favourable to the cultivation of hemp, there was a
notable increase in the number of offences connected with hemp. On the other
hand . it-is reported- from Surat that the application of the mhowra flowers:
section of the A’bkdri ‘Act produced a considerable decrease in the number of
cases of illicit distillation, and that in Kaira and Surat deterrent pumshmentSr
by the magistracy and in _Khéndesh and Nas1k efﬁc1ent superv1s10n by the-
excise staff effected similar results,

......

" The most important event in Sind was the substltutmn of the smgle-shop |
system for the -vend of opium in place of the monopoly system ‘Revenue
increased from’1366 14khs of rupees to 14°69 likhs as the result of increases in

. the license fees for the sale of ‘infoxicating drugs, country spmt and opium.
- The average rate'of consumption per head of country spirit remained unchanged

but in’ the average’ consumptlon of opium there was a slight fall,"

" At'Aden rece1pts fell from 1'14 lékhs of rupees to 1 07 1ikhs. The decrease
was entlrely due to the decrease in the import duties on foreign liquor.

58, ])unno the year three new mills were started, and there was a consider-
able i mcrease in the issues of cloth except in Ahmedabad, where, owing to the
additional fineness of the cloth, the output was rather less. The amount of,
yarn spun was the lnghest recorded since the introduction of the Act. . In the

«collections of duty there was an increase of nearly 21 13khs of rupees. China,
Arabia and Aden took most of the exports, the ﬁgures relatmg to China bemg
nearly double those of the prevmus year.

59 Durmg the year a separate stamp dep6t, independent of the Bombay
depdt, was estabhshed at Karachi. A decrease of nearly three quarters of a
14kh in receipts at Bombay was duye to the fact that in the previous year
exceptlona.lly large amounts were pald in Probate duty. A small decrease in
receipts at Karach1 is attnbuted to the withdrawal of the:one anna receipt
stamp

60.." The demandQ—mcludmg arrears of previous years—‘—mcreased’ by 1°16

13khs of rupees, and the collectlons exceeded those of the previous year by the

same amount

6l meg to the transfer to Messrs. MacMﬂlan & Ca. of the copyrlt,ht
of the Vernacular Reading Series there was a large decrease both in the receipts

- and expenditure of the Government Central Book Depdt. Cantonment, Funds.

~show improved figures owing to the fact that they have been relieved of the.
expenses of the maintenance of police. Other funds show increased balances,
except Educational Funds, which with one exception have been transferred
either to private trustees or to the Treasurer of Charitable Endowments.

62, Excludmg the figures for Europeans and Eurasians, which show little

: change, the most notable feature of the returns of births and deaths is the

decrease in the number of deaths from 764,914 to 588,394, The decrease is to
be attributed to:a great decline in the number of deaths caused by plague.
The mortality from small-pox was the highest recorded during the last twenty-
seven years, and the figures rose from 4,289 to 16,985. Births which numbered

© 611,178 exceeded deaths by nearly 23,000, but were less by 37,000 than those of

the previous year, There was a general rise in prices throughout the Presxdency,



1905-1908.] o  SUMMARY. xxiii

but it is difficult to trace any connection between it and the diminished birth’
rate.. - The decline in the birth-rate was limited to those districts from which.
there was extensive emigration mainly to Native States, a.nd consequently a large .
number of births must have escaped registration. : . N

‘63, meg to searcity in the Deccan"and Karn4tak there were extensive Emigration and
movements of population, but the emlgra.nts returned to their homes in time to immigration,
resume ao'ncultural operatlons for the coming year. ' The usual seasonal mﬂux' .
into Bombay and other large towns was considerably larger for the same reason.

The Uganda Railway took its usual contmgent but most of the-labour came’
from the Panjib, and-only comes into these returns' because the men were
shipped at Bombay or Karéchi. - There is at present no decrease in the number
of emigrants to South Africa and Burmah These emlgra.nts are drawn from"'
the Konkan a.nd from Surat and Broach, = _ ;o )

64 There was a. net i mcrease of 13 in the number of medmal 1nst1tut1ons ‘Medical Relief.
open at the end of the year. - In all hospitals and dlspensarles there was a slight
increase in the number of both in and out-patients, except.in the case of State-,
Speclal and Rarlway Hosp1tals which showed a slight decrease in in-patients. .
It is noticeable that among in-patients, there were three males to one female,? '
and among out-pat1ents there. were two males to one female, There, was a
slight fall in the number of cases of malaria, but a large increase.in respeot of
small-pox. There was a sat1sfaetory rise, of 4,000 in the number of lurgrcal
operations, an indication of increasing confidence on the part of the people
The total expenditure rose by a little more than one la.kh of .rupees, and in the;
average cost of each patient there was a fractmnal decrease. ST

65. In the seven lunatic asylums there’ was a shahtly larger populatron Lnnatm Asylnnn
than during the previous year. - Thé health of the 1nma.tes contmued good

66. Mumcrpahtres and TLocal Boards not hanng reeovered from the samt&hon,
orippling effects of plague expenditure and bad seasons, ‘'many urgent sohemes
had to be left untouched, and beyond routine work little could be done, " - The .
inspection of vessels at Bombay and the superv1s1on of’ the pllgnm traﬂie
contmued as usual, _ . :

BT

67. The small net increase in the number of pnmary vaccmatlonl durmg Vaecmatlon. .
the year is to be explained: by the fact that in the Central Registration District - \
there was a large decrease owing to the dispersion of the ‘people caused by the . |
prevalence of famine conditions, The la.rge decrease in the number of re-.
vaccinations was due entirely to the fall in the figures of the Pres1dency Circle,

Bombay, in which duging the previous year ‘the figures were unusua.lfy hlgh
owing to the presence of the dlsease in ep1dem10 form, - :

After an absence of three years. rmderpest aoam appeared in; the Vetermary.
Presrdency It was first introduced into Sholdpur and Ahmednavar by: cattle. - .
imported from the Moglai. In -Sholdpur and. Thina a small .amount of
inoculation was performed but the people showed themselves most, Junwilling
to submit their cattle to the operation. of other dlseases there Was @& Tecru-,
descence of foot and mouth disease, which in the prev1ous year had practlcally
disappeared. |

\

- 69, Asthe result of the very cons1dera.b1e dlmmutlon in plague come1dent Eduoation,
with the provision of increased resources ‘the results of the year.in:education
were very satlsfactory In the number of public educational ‘institutions there
was a large increase of 745, and'a corresponding increase of mnearly 67, 000 'in
the number of pupils, which, but. for scarcity in :parts of the Central and
Southern Divisions, would have been even larger. .The increase was, as it :was.

r3
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intended, most marked in the Primary Schools. Umversuty results were very

similar to those of last year and, but for the closing of the Kolb:ipur College on
account of cholera, would have. been better. In the various Professional
Colleges the attendance improved, especially at the College of Science at Poona.

~ The aoqu1s1t10i1 of a large area of land at Poona and the commencement of

building operations mark the separation of the Agricultural College from the
Colleoe of Science and -the begicning of an independent career of increased
activity and ‘value.- The supply of good trained teachers for all Government
High Schools, and also as far as possible for aided High Sghools, has been
assured by the establishment in Bombay during the year of a Government Train«
ing College for teachers. The figures of attendance and the results of examin-
ations in ngh Schools and Middle Schools show that a steady development of

‘secondary education is in progress throughout the Presidency. , The development
- of accommodation in hostels, asconducive to a healthy common life, is receiving

special attention from the authorities of the Educational Department In the
development of primary education there was a notable- increase in the number
of schools and pupils, the result mainly of the increased resources placed at the

.disposal of the District Local Boards. With the increase in the number of

schools, especially of small village-schools, has arisen the difficulty of providiag
them with masters, the remuneration being in many cases too low to make such"

. posts acceptable to trained men. The éxamination results show a growing
" inclination to leave the primary school after passing the 4th Standard and to

go elsewhere to learn English. Perusal of the figures of Night Schools makes
their utility appear questionable. - The primary education of girls appears to be

-making definite progress, and for the present the chief difficulty lies in the lack" -

of tra.med mistresses and their inferior pay and :position. In the number of
pupils there was a satisfactory increase. In, the figures of Mahomedan boys

 attending primary schools there was a cons1dera.ble increase, but it must be
" admitted that secondary education, and still less higher education, are not
" proportionately pursued by this' community. The ﬁgures for aboriginal tribes
~ and depressed classes show an improvement, which would bave been larger had

the season been better, but, until a sufficient number of teachers of their own
class has been trained, progress must necessarily be slow. From all parts

- increased attentlon to physma] drill and athletics, i cludmg English games,

is reported.

©70. The accommodatlon at Yerivda Reformatory School was stramed to
its utmost capacity and the authorities were obliged to reject additional
applications from “Magistrates. The health and discipline of the boys were

_particularly good. Asthe first trials had turned out satisfactorily the system
_of licensing boys to private employers was expanded. Reports of pupils

discharged during the last three years were good. Various industries were

' proﬁta,bly conducted, and the results of examinations were satisfactory.

* Y1, There was a slight increase in the number of publications during the
year. In both choice and handling of subject they exhibited much the same
features and the same degree of merit as did those of the previous year.

72. The preca.nous life of the Native newspaper is illustrated by the fact
that during the year 35 newspapers came into existence, while 30 existing
publications were discontinued.  One editor was prosecuted and comncted.
under Indian Penal Code, section 124-A. The visit of Their Royal Highnesses
the Prince and Princess of Wales produced fervid expressions of loyalty and the
appointment of Mr. Morley was universally welcomed. Owing to his attitude
towards the military question, the resignation of Lord Curzon was received, even
by pronounced opponents of his general policy, with mixed feelings. The
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partition of Bengal was for the most part condemned, though the Bengali
demonstrations and the boycott policy were approved only by the extremists
of the Deccan Press, The successes of Japan and the revolutionary movements
in Russia roused sympathetic interest. The legislative measures of the Bombay
Government were subjected to a criticism which was keen but not unfnendly
except in the case of the Bill to amend the Abkéri Act. :

73. The important repalrs to the famous Mahommedan temples and Archmology
palaces at Bijipur were continued during the year. Numerous additions were
made to the collection of photovraph° of buildings and monuments of archeeo-
logical interest, and impressions were taken of several ancient 1nscnpt10ns.
Current repairs were executed throughout the Pres1dency. ,
74. Under the Church of England a new church was consecrated at Ecolesiastical .

Kolhdpur, and the foundations of two Mission Churches were laid at Hubli and
Sonai. . Services were held as usual by Ministers of the Church of Scotland. '

75. Unimportant variations occurred in the purchase of Enghsh and Statlonery.
Indian stores, eompa.red with the figures of the previous year. In issues there
was a considerable increase. Contra.ry to the practice of the previous year,
when all English stores were bought in England, one-third of these stores were
in the year under report purchased in India, - '

© 76, As.the result of lower earnings and increased expend1ture the net Government )
proﬁt to Government from the Workmg of the Press was rather less than in the Oentral Presa.
previous year, in which the earnings were exceptional. IR )

77. The operations of the department were satlsfactory and the ba.la.nce in Government

favour of the office showed & further considerable increase. . : “‘;,"gf;’};g;ce
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