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The Brookings Institution-Devoted to Public Service through Re
search and Training in the Social Science,_was incorporated on Decem~ 
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the first is to aid constructively in the development of sound national 
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ve1ted in a self-perpetuating board of trustees. It is the function of the 
trustees to make possible the conduct of scientific research under the most 
favorable conditions, and to ~afeguard the independence of the research 
1taff in the pursuit of their studies and in the publication of the ruulu of 
such studies. It is not a part of their function to determine, control, or 
influence the conduct of particular investigations or the conclusions 
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reference to the intellectual competence and scientific integrity of the staff. 
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·.' BOARD OF TRUSTEES ... 

DWIGHT F. DAVis,~Chairman 
ROBERT PERKINS ·:-"51 
DAVID K. BRUCE -

VANNEVAR BusH 
KARL T. CoMPTON o 
HAROLD W, DODDS 
MARSHALL FIELD 
JEROME: D. GREE:N2 
AMoRY HoUGHTON 

bEAN G. AcHEsoN, Vice-Chairman 
ROLAND S .. MORRIS 
HAROLD G. -MOULTON 
JOHN LEE PRAIT 
LESSJ NG ROSENTHAL 
LEOS. ROWE 
EDWARD R. STETTINIUS, JR. 
ANSON PHELPS STOKES 
HARRY BROOKINGS WALLACE 

JOHN G. WINANT 

HAROLD G. MoULTON, President 
EDWIN G. NouRsE, Vice-President 



,.--:' -~ '- i 

French Price Control¥ 
From Blum to Petain 

BY 

LOUIS FRANCK 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 

THE BROOKINGS INSTITUTION 

1942 



COPYRICHT J 94Z BY 

THE BROOKINCS INSTITUTION 

Set up and printed 

Published September 194• 

Printed in tlu United States of America 

George Banta Publishing Company 

Menaaha, Wisconsin 



CONTENTS 

PAGE 
I. EcoNOMIC AND PoLITICAL BAcKGROUND I 

II. EARLY PRICE CoNTROLS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 
Wheat Prices . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 
Rents . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 

III. FRENCH PRICE STRUCTURE AT THE END OF 
I935 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . II 

IV. PREWAR GENERAL PRICE CoNTROL ..... . 

The Scope of Control ............... . 

Ad .. t t" mtms ra IOn .................... . 

Trends and Results ................ . 

I3 
I4 
I7 
20 

V. WARTIME PRICE CoNTROL k............ 22 

The Scope of Control . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24 

Wartime Price Trends . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28 

Lessons of Wartime Price Control . . . . . . 3 r 

VI. VICHY PRICJl CONTROL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34 
The System of Control ... .". . . . . . . . . . 35 
Price Fixing Techniques . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 7 
Price Trends . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42 
Critique of Vichy Price Fixing . . . . . . . . . 46 

VII. CoNCLUSIONs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 54 


