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LEITER OF TRANSMITIAL 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF LABOR, 
WoMEN's BuREAU, 

Washington, February 16, 1939. 
MADAM: I have the honor to transmit a report indicating that em

ployed women constitute a major factor in the support of their 
families and in many cases furnish their entire maintenance. 

Since the Women's Bureau has numerous requests from organiza
tions and individuals in this and other countries for information on 
this matter, through the courtesy of the Bureau of the Census the 
family schedules from three large industrial cities in 1930 have been 
examined. The findings, presented in this bulletin, show that women 
support others to a much greater extent than ordinarily is realized. 

The material was analyzed by Mary Elizabeth Pidgeon, chief of the 
research division of the vVomen's Bureau, who wrote parts I and II 
of the report; parts III and IV were written by Margaret Thompson 
Mettert of the Bureau's research division. 

Respectfully submitted. 

Hon. FRANCES PERKINS, 
SecrPtary of Labor. 

MARY ANDERSON, Director. 

.. 
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TABLE H.-Occupation of homemakers and of other gainfully-occupied 
Fort Wayne 

women-

All gafnfolly-oc- Homemnke-
cupled women ... Others 

Occupation 

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 

-----------11--1---------
Total. ____ -----._---------------------------- 12. 897 100. 0 {, 007 100.0 S. 830 100. 0 
Percent distribution......................... 100. 0 -------- 31. 5 __ ------ 68. 5 --------

====== 
Manufacturing .••••••••••••••.••••••••.••••••••••• 3,614 28.0 1, 262 30.8 2,362 26.7 

Clothing In factorfe~ •••••••••••.••.•••••••••••• --s30 ------zn ----;:;g ---
Clothing not In fnctorl('s....................... 116 64 52 
ElcctrlcalmBchinery and supply factories...... 1, 675 555 1, 020 
Knitting mills................................. 861 186 675 
All other---------···-----------······-········· 532 176 356 

Selling trades ••••••••••••• ------------------------· 1. 395 10.8 634 15. 6 761 8. 6 --·1--------1-
Snleswomcn anrl dcrk!l in stores_______________ 1,138 498 640 
Own~>rs In retail trndo •• ----------------------- 65 48 17 
All olher·--------·-·-····--------------------- 192 8S 104 

Telephone and telegmphoperntors................. 181 1.4 32 .8 140 

Clerical occupnlloil!l •••••••••.••••••• -------------- 3. 308 25. 6 622 1~3 2,686 

Managerial RDd proresstonal sen-ICtl. ---•••••••••••• 
1 

__ 1~, "="::-ll--1_3._0-l---:-:::-1---'--'·l---'-:-c:... 
Tenrht>rs •••. _ •• ---------- •••• ------------------ 783 

106 10.0 1,266 

192 601 
Trained ntJrsM •••••• ______ • _____ • -------------- 505 
Owners, uumngcn, officials {except retail)...... 130 
Other-----------------------------·-----------· 254 

" 82 
76 

Domestic and personal ~ervlco. -------------------- 2, 374 18. 4 816 20.1 

In hot~l!!, r(':;tnurnnts, etc ••••••.•.•••••.••••••• 
\\'a! tresses ..• ----------.------------------
Cooks ••••....• -----------------------------
Other s~>rvnnts .•••.•••..• -----------------

In power lnunrlrtos •••.••• ---------------· -----
In prlvnto holllOll •••••••..•.• ------------------

LI\'In~:: ln •••••••••....••••...••••••.••••••. 
Ll\'lng out. •... ------ . -- ----------·--------

Ilalrdros.sers nnrlmanlcurlsts .••• --------------

D~~~~M~S)~.~~-~~~~~~~~~~-~~~~~-~~~~-
NurM•s not trnlnod (not elsewhere cln.sslfled) •••• 
Other----·- ..••••.• ----------------------------

663 
240 
164 
159 
164 

I, 020 
li68 
421 
203 

28 
106 
781 

252 
70 101 
81 
86 

210 

-------- -----2i0" --------
100 

15 
37 

110 

... 
" 178 

I, 558 

311 
170 
63 
78 
78 

810 
li68 
211 
97 

13 •• 171 

I. 7 

30.1 

~ 
----------------

17.6 

30 .3 2.1 274 6.7 Working In own home ••..•••••••••••••••••..•••••• __ 301_1---1---1---':...f--:;:_1--__: 
Taking boarders, lod~crs (not elsewhere clnssi· 

O('d) ••••..• --- ..•••••••••• -·· ----------------
Tnkln~:: In WIL.'Ihlng .•..•.••....•....•...••••...• 
Taking In sowing, millinery, knitting-own 

ncrount •..••...•••••...••...•• _ ..•.•••..• ----
Taking In sewing, millinery, knitting-from 

roe tory ••••..•• ---- ••• ------------------------
Other work at homo--ilWD account ••••••• ------

Not elS<lw here classlfiod ••• ~. ------ ••• -· ---- •• - --- --

131 

"' 
82 

I 
24 

•• .I 

120 2 
63 8 

62 20 

I 1u -------- ------·s· -------· 
31 .8 18 .2 
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TABLE III.-Aue of gainfully-employed women, by occupaJional group-Bridgeport 
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TADLE IV.-Occupalt'on of homemakers and of other gainfully-occupied women
Bridgeport 

All gainfully~ 
cupJed women Homemakers Others 

Occupation 

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 

------------1---1----------
Totnl •••••... -------------------------------- 17,060 100.0 5,280 100.0 11,786 100.0 
Percent distribution.------------------------ 100. 0 30. 9 -------- 69. 1 ____ ----

====== 
Manufacturing.······--·-···----------·----------- 6, 217 30. 4 2. 303 45. 3 3, 824 32. 4. -------------------

Chcmlml nod nllled factories................... 530 163 376 
Corset factories................................ 921 428 493 
Other clothing In factories...................... 933 341 592 
Clothlnl! not in fn{'t(lrics .•• _ •.•••••.•.•...... __ JIO 52 58 
Iron and stool, m.uchinery nnd \'ehlclo Indus· 

trh~s .• ----- •••• _. ___ ..•.••••• ---.--.---------
Metullnrlustrles (except Iron nnd steel) .••••••• 
Eloctrlt"lt1 muehlnery and supply fllctorles •••••• 
Textile lndustrles ••••••• ----------------------
All otbor ---- ------. ---- ----- --- ----- --- ---- ----

Selling trades •• __ •• ----.---- ••• ---- •• --------------

1, OZi 
3i3 

1, 236 
324 

'" 
1,384 

---
Snlo.~womon nnd clerks In stores .•• ------------- 1,171 
Own('rs In retail trade .••• ---·-·---------------- 87 
AU otbor --------------------------------------- 126 

8.! ---

Telephone nnd telegraph operators................. 350 2.1 

Clerlcnl OCCUJ>ntlon.s... •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 4, CHO 23. 7 

Msnngcrlal nod pro!esslonnl service................ 2, 109 12.4 

Tonchers •... _ ----·----- ------------------------ 1, 114 
Tmlnod nurses .•.•.•• ___ ----- __ . __ ••••... ------ 677 
Owners, managers, officials (except retnll)______ 74 
Other------------------------------------------ 24-1. 

Domestic and personal service.--------·----------- 2, 601 15. 2 

In hotels, rnstnurants, ctc ••••••••• -------------
\\'ultresscs .•••••••••••••••••••••.••.••••••• 
Cooks_ •• __ ••• ---------------------····---
Other servnnts .•••••••••••••.• ----------- •• 

In powl.:'r laundries ..••••••••••.••.• ------------
In prl \·uto homos ••• ---------------------------

1.\vlnR In .• -------------------·--·--------
Lh·Jn~o: out.. __ •• ------------------------·--

HRirdro_..s('rs und mnnlcurlsts ••••. -·--------·-
BmL-.ckl-.epers und stewurdcssos (not elsewhere 

classillod) ____ .. -·-····. ----- •. -. ·-- · ·- • ------
Nurses not trained (not elsewhere clllSSIOod) ••• 
Otbor •••••••••• ---------------------------·----

Worklng In own borne.--········-----------------

Tnklng bonrdcrs, lodgers (not elsewhere classi-
fied). ________ .. ------------- •••• -------------

TnkhlK In washing ••••••.•....• -----·---·-----· 
Tnklng In sewing, millinery, knitting-own 

uccount. _ •••• ------ ••.••.•• --· •. ·------ ------
TnkluJ,: In sewing, millinery, knitting-from 

rurtor)' _ .. __ . _ .... -- .•.••.. - •. ----------------
Other work nt home-own account ••••••••••••• 
Other work ll.t home-lrom !actory ••••••••••••• 

Not clsowhero classlfiod •••••••••••••••• ------------

------
303 
!54 
54 
07 

ISO 
1,638 

683 --------855 
!29 .. 
!67 
229 

256 1.6 ------
142 
29 

67 

2 
7 • 

!00 .6 

m 605 
m 240 ... 792 
125 199 
2S5 469 

489 9.3 895 ---------
363 80S 
iii II 

"' 76 

69 1.3 2!>0 

675 128 3,365 

405 7. 7 1, 704 
1--

222 892 
72 005 
33 41 ,. 166 ... 1&8 I, 600 

---------
142 163 
f~ 91 
39 15 
40 57 

109 so 
487 1, 051 

-----.sr -------- 683 
368 

63 76 

20 IS 

" 113 
121 lOS 

218 4. I 38 ----------
138 •• 

23 6 

43 "' 
2 -------- -----~·a· • 8 I 

39 .7 61 

7.6 ---

26 

28.6 

14.5 

13.7 ---

.3 ---

--------

•• 
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TABLE v.-Age of gainfully-employed women, by occupational group-Richmond 

Occupational group 

Women who were-
All women orl-------,;------,----..,-----
16 and over 16 and under 16 and under 25 and under 65 ll!ld o\"er ,., 2.5 ., 

Num- Per- Num- Per- Num- Per- Num- Prr· N'nm· Pf'r
bcr cent bcr oent ber cent bcr cent bcr cent 

----------------
Total in population-

Number. ________ --------- 72. <53 ------ 7,003 ------ 18,027 ------ n.:mn ------ tt,n:m ------Percent distribution ••••••. 100.0 ------ 10. 5 ------ 2-1.9 ------ .... ------ 15. 2 
= -- = -- ---------- --- = 

Totnl gainfully occupied with age 
reported-

128,107 Number •• ___ ••••••••••••••• 100.0 3. 4ZI 100.0 9, 551 100.0 16. fi74 100.0 l,AA2 100.0 
Percent distribution •• ----·- 100.0 12.2 ------ 3<.0 ------ 5!:1. 3 ------ G.7 --------------- ----------

Monufacturlng-
Number __ -------_-------- 6,124 21.8 1, 203 35. I 2,1j115 27.9 3. H9 18.9 3M 16.6 
Pcrcen t distribution ••••••• 100.0 19. 6 "'' 51 ... 6.1 

Cl.erkal occupations-
~umber _________ --------- 6.783 :ll. 6 601 3>.2 2.H3 2.5. 6 3. 215 19.3 125 6.6 
Percent distribution .••. --- 100.0 11.9 42.2 ::.5.6 2.2 

Domestic and personal scrv-
Ire-

Number.----------------- 8,457 30.1 827 2<.2 2.1s< 22.9 li,rA1 33.6 ""' 30.7 
Percent distribution ... ____ 100.0 9.8 2.1.8 00.0 .. , 

Manngerlnl and pro(esslonal 
scr\'lcc--

Number_----------------· 3,356 11.9 219 ••• 1,082 11.3 2.020 12.2 21R 112 
Percent distribution .•••••• 100.0 ••• 32.2 oo.< 7 .• 

Bellin~ tmdes-
Number ___ --------------- I, 979 7.0 228 6. 7 618 ... 1,219 7.3 H2 7.6 
Percent distribution ••••••• 100.0 lUi 31.2 01.(1 7. 2 

Working In own home-
Nutnber _ •• _______ ---···-· 1,622 ••• 23 .7 73 .8 I, H1J 7.2 3!Jil 1!1.6 
Percent distribution .•.••.• 100.0 1.< ... 73.9 21.6 

Telephone and telegraph op-
era tors-

Number.----------------- ... ... 223 ••• 4!l!) 4.9 ..,. 1.3 • .3 
Percent distribution _______ 100.0 32.6 68.6 30.6 0.9 

Not elsewhere classified-
Number.------------------- 162 •• 9 .3 17 .2 " •• II .6 

I Excludes 36 women In tbl.s study whose ago was not reported. 


