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APPENDIX 

GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION OF WOMAN-EMPLOYING 
INDUSTRIES 

The distribution of women workers in manufacturin.,. and in non
mn!Jufacturing industries presents quite different pict~res. The lo
cation of mam1 facturing establishments often depends on where they 
cnn fi1~d raw materials, transportation facilities, and the like. Some 
fnctones employing women ure established in areas already giving 
employment to men in hea'"Y industries, so that advantage may be 
tn!<en of the labor for<·e composed of daughters of the miner, the steel 
null worker, nnd so fort h. Moreover, the distribution of factories 
nu~king one type of goods will vary markedly from that of plants 
usmg ditferent raw lltaterials. Nonmanufacturin~ occupations in
dude a vnrietv of sen·ices now considered almost mdispensnble, and 
consequently ihPy must be located wherever the people live who are 
to be ser,·etl. For this renson, such occupations will be found in 
greater numbers in the larger centers of population. 

1\IANUFACfURING INDUSTRIES 

The geog-raphic distribution of the chief woman-employing manu
facturin« mdustries is shown below in terms of total wnge earners 
(men and women combined) in 1935, complete information for 1937 
not bein;r available ns this l"l'port goes to press. E\•en !n 1929, wage 
enrners m the vnrions Stntes were not reported by sex m the Census 
of 1\!nnufnctures. The descriptions cover industries employing well 
over three-fourths of nll women in manufacturing in 1929. 

Textile Industl"ies. 

"While distribution varies for the manufacture of different types of 
goods, it will be seen from the followin"' that >l grent part of the tex
tile industry is to be found up and do,~n the Atlantic seaboard. 

Cotton Good.v.-There are 2 areas of concentmtion of cotton textile 
manufncturing-the South east of the Mississippi, and New Engla';ld· 
More than se\·en-tenths of all wn"e earners nre in the South, w•.th 
nenrly six-tenths in North Cnroli~a, South Cnrolina, and Georgm. 
A little more than one-fifth nre in the New England States, more than 
one-tenth in Mn><.~nchusetts alone. . . 

Knit good.v.-Not fnr from one-half of the workers Ill kn~t goods 
are employed in the Middle Atlantic ~tntes of Penn~ylvnmn, New 
York, and N cw J ersev, with 30 percent 111 Pennsylv>tmn alone. ~he 
States of t.he Southea-st account for 31 percent, with North Cnrolmn 
and Tennessee by fur the most importnnt. Nearly one-seventh of the 
wnge enrners are found in 6 Stutes in the neighborhood of the Great 
Lakes, 'Visconsin rnnking first among these. 
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52 THE WO~!AN WAGE EARNER 

Silk and rayon goods.-About 95 percent. of the wa~re earners i.n 
the manufacture of silk and rayon goods are m States of the Atlanhc 
coast. \Vel! over half are in Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and New 
York, nearly one:fourth are in New England, and less than one-fifth 
are in the Atlantic States to the South. 

lV oolen and worsted goods.-Two-thirds of the wage earners ma~
ing woolen and allied products are in New E.ngland, .three-~ent~s m 
Massachusetts alone. A little more than one-lift h are m the 3 Mtddle 
Atlantic States, about one-twentieth in the South. 

Clothing Industries. 

The clothing industries probably are more widely sca~terrd than is 
the making of textiles. At least 41 States and the Dtstrtct of C'ol'!m
bia report to the Census of Manufactures some slmre m the making 
of clothing. 

Men's coat.y and suits.-W'hile this industry is reported in 36 State~, 
over half of the wage earners are employed in the 3 Middle Atlanhc 
States, three-tenths in New York almw; almost one-fourth are in 6 
Stutes on the Great Lakes, in Illinois and Ohio for the most part; and 
only about one-twelfth are in the Southern States. 

Other men'., rlotking.-\Yorkers in these clothing industries are 
reported in 41 States and the District of Columbia. About two-fifths 
are in the 3 Middle Atlantic Stutes, one·fifth in Pemtsyl\'llnia alone, 
and about one-fifth are in 10 Southern States. The Great Lakes area 
accounts for 15 percent· the Stutes bordering on the South-Mary
land, West Virginia, nmll\Iissouri-for 12 percent; New En~land for 
7 percent. The remainder are scattered tltrough the Pacific, Moun
tam, and Prairie Stutes. 

lVomen's clot!ting.-\Vage earners in women's, misses' and chil
dren's clothing, including millinery, are reported by 40 Stutes nnd the 
District of Columbia. It would be interesting to compare the dis
tribution of relatively expensive clothing with that of house dresses, 
aprons and other wash garments, but these datu are not published. 
More titan half of the workers are in Nt•w York and one-sixth in the 
adjoining States of New Jet"Oey and Pennsylvania. About one
eighth are in the Great Lakes areas, in Illinois for the most part. New 
England reports about 7ljz percent, the Pneific coast 4V~ percent, 
the South about 2 percent, and Maryland and 1\Iissouri, bordering on 
the South, nearly 4 percent. 

[The 1937 census data for the clothing industries which became 
available while ~he present bulletin was in press, sl~ow workers in 
the more expenswe hnes concentrated in t\ much more restricted geo
graphic area than those at work on the cheaper products. For 
example, nearly three-fourths of the workers on men's suits and 
overc.oats, but .less than one-fourth of those making men's work 
clothm(l', ~ere m the ~ve Stutes of New York, Pennsylvania, New Je;
sey, Ilhn01s, .and Oh10. About 60 percent of those making women s 
coats and smts and t!te more expensive dresses, but only about 12 
percent of those makmg house dresses, aprons, and uniforms, were 
m New York.] 
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Food Industries. 

The manufacture of food products is, in general, very widespread. 
Brrod and bal.:e171 products.-This industry is reported in every 

State and the District of Columbia. When the States are arranged 
accordi!1g to the number of wage earners, the order corresponds 
approximately, though with some marked exceptions, to a distribution 
based on population. 

Urmfecti?nery.-In the mnkino- of confectionery, found in 45 States 
and the District of Columbia, Illinois ranks first with almost one
fourth of all wage earners, while somewhat over one-third are in 
the 6 Great Lakes Stutes combined. More than one-fourth are in 
the 3_1\liddle Atlantic States, chiefly New York and Pennsylvania; 
one-eighth. are in New Enl!land, _pmctically all in Massachusetts; 
and not qmte one-tenth are m the South. 
Frui~ and verfelable canning.-This industry is found in 46 States. 

On~-thir~ of the business is done on the Pacific coast, mostly in 
Cah~orma; nearly one-third on the Atlantic coast from Maine to 
Flonda, most extensively in Maryland and New York; not far from 
one-fourth in the Great Lakes urea· and less than 2 percent in the 
Gulf States (exclusive of Florida). ' 

,lfeat packing.-It is surprising to find meat packing reported in 
all States and the District of Columbia, since the industry is more 
often thought of in connection with a few large centers. The great
est concentration is in Illinois with a little more than one-fifth of 
all workers. When w.we ea~ers in the North Central States are 
combined, from Ohio t; Kansas, Nebraska, and the Dakotas, prac
tlCally two-thirds are accounted for there. About one-seventh are in 
Mussucliusetts and the Middle Atlantic States. 

Machinery. 

The two large employers of women in this category are electrical 
appar!ltus and supplies and radios and phonographs. ~h~ ~ulk. of 
these mdustrics is found in northern States east of the MissiSSippi. 

Elec_trical machinery, apparatus, and Sltpplies.-While ~his. type 
of busmess is done to some extent in 38 States and tl1e Distnct of 
Columbia, 8 States report from 12 000 to more than 28,000 wage 

· ~arners each and account for 85 pe~cent of the total. I.n ~rder of 
Importance these nre: Ohio, Pennsylvnnial New Y ~rk, I~lmms, M~s
sach~setts, New Jersey, Indiana, Connect1cut. kWisconsm and Mis
souri each report between 6,000 and 7,000 wor ers. 

Radios and plt<Inograplts.-The manufncture of radios is repor~ed 
by 16 States and the District of Columbin. New Jerse.y leads, with 
nearly one-third of the total. Almost one-fourth are m ~he Great 
Lukes area. Some important States, including Pennsylvurua, cannot 
be reported separately. 

Paper and Printing Industries. 
'!h!l making of paper nnd of paper products is widespread and 

prmtmg and publishing is fow1d m every one of the 48 Stutes. 
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Paper and paper produot.<.-Paper product ion is repo~ted in 35 
States and the District of Columbia. More than one-tlurd of the 
workers _are in the Great Lakes area, :\Iich!g-an and_ 'ri~consin bein~ 
the Jeadmg States here. More than one-fifth are 111 ~cw En«lanu 
and the Middle Atlantic States, with Massachusetts and New \~ork 
well in the lead. The South is relati\·ely unimportant as yet. The 
Pacific States account for 6 percent of the wage earners. Paper 
products are reported in 41 ~tales and the District of Columbia, 
nnportant producers of paper being important also in making boxes, 
ba«s, and so forth, out of paper. 

Printing and publishing.-E\·ery State and the District of Cohnn
bia reports ~rinting establishments, and this is true of book an_d 
pamphlet prmting us well as of newspapers. In only 2 ~ltlh'S ~s 
there no publicatiOn of periodicals other than newspapers. As IS 

true of the bakery industry, important industrial Stalt-~ and. th_ose 
with large populations haw great numbers employed m pnntmg 
and publishmg. 

Shoe Manufacture. 

The making of boots and shoes other than rubber is carried on in 
32 States, but for 12 of them information is not reported separately. 
Nine States together account for 90 percent of nil wage earners. In 
these are reported from 10,000 to nearly 4-l,OOO workers. In orde_r 
of importance these States are l\fassadmsetts, New York, :\lissmm, 
Illinois, New Hampshire, Maine, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and 'Visconsin. 

Metal Products. 

It is probable that many of the great variety of metal-products 
factories are to be found predominantly in the quarter of the United 
States north of the Ohio and east of the Illississi ppi. An exnmina· 
tion of certain of the more important womnn-employers in these 
groups shows this t') be true to a vttrying degree. In the Grent Lakes 
area are more than hnlf the wage enrners in the mnnnfncture of mis
cellaneous hardware, of stamped and enameled wnre, and of wire 
work, and well over one-third of those in nonferrous allovs. From 
one-fifth to one-fourth of the wage earners nre in the 3 l\"ri<T<IIe At
lantic States in 5 lines of metal goods-5tamped and enamele<l wnre, 
wire work, nonferrous alloys, jewelry, and tin cans. More thnn hnlf 
of the workers making clocks and watches nre in Connecticut and 
Massachusetts, three-tenths are in Illinois. Three-fifths of those mak
ing jewelry are in Rhode Islnnd and Massachusetts. Stutes ontstnnd
ing in a number of these lines of metal ware ure Connecticut, Michi
gan, Ohio, Illinois, and New York. 

Tobacco Products. 

The making of cigars is reported in ~4 States, that of cigarettes !n 
91 and that of other tobacco products m 21. Pennsylvania lends m 
c1gnr m!lkingl with al.most one-third of all wage earners, followed 
by Florida With one-sixth. Nearly one-fifth are in New Jersey and 
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New York ~ombined, one-seventh in New Jersey alone. About one
seventh are m the Great Lakes area. 

Nearly two-thirds of all cigarette workers are in North Carolina 
followed by one-sixth in Virginia. Kentucky also is an important 
center, but the number of wa1,<e earners is not reported. 

~~ore than two-~hirds of the wage earners in other tobacco products 
, are m 5 States, with the numbers in each raMing from 900 to 1,600. 

These States OJ-e :\Iissouri, Yirginia, Ohio,"'North Carolina, and 
Tennessee. 

Chemicals and Allied Products. 
Rayon and allied products.-Ravon and similar products are re

ported in 16 Stutes, but because of ihe small number of firms a report 
on wage earners is given for only 2-Yirginiu with oYer one-fifth of 
the total and Tennessee with n little less than one-fifth. Among the 
oth~r Stat_es, it is generally understood that Delaware and Pennsyl
vama are Important . 
. D1•ugs and medit'ines.-Production of drugs and medicines, includ
mg insecticides, wns scattered through 43 Siates and the District of 
Columbia, with at lenst 15 reporting fewer than 100. Only in 7 
States were well over 1,000 (1,500 to 4,000) reported, these being New 
~<;>rk, ?._Iichignn, Illinois, Pennsyivania, New Jersey, Indiana, and 
~llSSOUrJ. 

ferfumes, cosmetics, and other toilet preparations.-Toilet prepar
ations are produced in 32 States and the District of Columbia, with 
only 3 States reporting us mnny as 500 wage earners and at least 11 
'!ith fewer than 100. New York and New Jersey nccount for almost 
SIX-tenths. 

Rubber Goods. 
Production of rubber boots and shoes is reported in 7 States. We!l 

over one-third of all wn"'e earners are in Massachusetts, but there 1s 
no s~parnte re!!ort for tl~ other 6 Sta~es, which include 1 Middle At
lantic State, 2 111 New En..,lnnd, and 3m the Great Lakes area. 

The manufacture of ti;;,s nnd tubes is carried on in 16 States, but 
more than two-thirds of the wn!!ll earners are in Ohio and 6 percent 
are in Californin. The other Stutes, not reported separately, are 
chiefly in the northeastern quarter of the country, and include Massa
chusetts, one of the leadi1w States in this industry. 

Other rubber products "'includin" a <'reat vanety of articles, are 
made in 31 Sttttes. Mor~ thun one":thil~ of the wage earners are in 
the 3 Middle Atlnntic States, nearly three-tenths are in the Gr~at 
Lakes area, and at least one-eighth are in New En~ lund ( exclus1ve 
of Massachusetts which is not shown separntely). There are a few 
plants in 7 Soutl;ern States, 5 of them not reported in detail. 

Transportation Equipment . 
. Though 25 Stat~s are 1:epofter a~JVa~ng ~oto! v:ehicles, near!! 

SIX-tenths of all workers m tl1e mdustry are m MJClugan and more 
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than seven-tenths are in the Great Lakes area as a whole. The mak
ing of bodies and parts is widespread, being reported in 41 !Sates; 
l\1ichigan still leads, however, with nearly two-thirds of all workers, 
and the total Great Lakes area has 88 percl'nt. Outside of this area, 
Pennsylvania and New York are most important. 

Glass and Pottery. 
Production of glass is reported to some extent in 22 States, but 

nearly six-tenths of all wage !'arners are in Pennsyh·ania, Ohio, and 
·west Virginia, with more than 10,000 in each. In<linna, New Jer
sey, Dlinms, New York, and California follow, with between 2,000 
and 6,700 wage earners in each. There is some production in 7 
Southern States, but the number of wage earners is small. 

Porcelain ware and pottery are produced in 34 i::>tates and the 
District of Columbia, but well over one-four! h of the wage earners 
are found in Ohio alone and more than one-fifth in West Virginia 
alone. More than one-fourth are in the llliddle Atlantic States. 

NONMANUFACfURING INDUSTRIES 

Since the chief nonmanufaeturing industries are found in eve_ry 
city and most towns, the distribution of employees in these pursUits 
is, in general, in direct ratio to the total population. 

Every city and practically everv town has stores! telephone ex
changes, banks, doctors' and dentists' offices, and rea -estate and in
surance agencies, giving employment to the so-called white-collar 
groul?s. The same is true of the service groups-laundries, dry
cleam.ng establishments, beauty parlors, hotels, and restnuran~s. 
Hosp1t.u!s and places of amusement are found in every State and Ill 
most Cities. 

Cert~~:in industries employing large numbers of office workers a~e 
found m e':e~y State though they are likely to be found only Ill 
the larger c1t1es. Among these may be mentioned mail-order houses, 
home insurance offices, investment houses, advertising a""encies, and 
wholesale establishments. " 


