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PREFACE 

This Introduction to the Revenue and Settlement 
System of the Central Provinces is based on Sir J.. B. 
Fuller's "Note on the Land Revenue Settlements of the 
Central Provinces" published in 1886, when he was 
Commissioner of Settlements and Agriculture, and in 
many places follows the actual wording used by him. 
Original authorities have so far as possible been quoted 
verbatim and an endeavour has been made to make each 
chapter self-contained. Marginal references have been 
given to all the authorities quoted. While the method 
of compilation involves a certain degree of repetition, 
it is h_oped that it will help towards the clearer under
standing of a: subject which, owing to differences in the 
past history of the many component parts of the pro
vince, is not free from difficulty. A glossary of the 
vernacular terms used in the text and a table of the re
ferences quoted are appended. 

PACHMARHI: 

J. F. DYER, 

Revenue 8ec1·etary to Government, 
Central Provinces. 

The 20th May 1921. 
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GLOSSARY OF VERNACULAR TERMS 

A in 

A mil 
A min 
Asami 
At 
Awal 
Bewar or Dahia culti

vation. 

Bhogra 

Bigah 
Bila shartia maurusi 
Chabutra 

Chak 

Chal 

Chanda 
Dahia 
Dak 
Dastak 
Dhara 

Doamli 

Do chanda 

Dovam 
nupasi .. 

The relative value given to a chat (q. ~.) 
field in the Maratha system assess
ment. 

A revenue official. 
Subordinate survey official. 
Cultivator. 
Unembanked rice land in Sambalpur. 
Lit. first, first class soil. 
A form of shifting cultivation practised 

by aboriginal tribes by burning down 
forest growth and sowing seed in the 
ashes. 

Used in Sambalpur as the equivalent of 
>ir (q. v.) 

A unit of area, less than an acre. 
Vide Mauitui. 
A survey mark at the meeting place of 

three villages. 
A g oup of villages for settlement pur· 

poses. 
Land to which under the Maratha system 

of assessment no fixed rental was 
assigned. Each chat field was given 
a relative value (ai11) and bore a corre
sponding proportion of the assess
ment fixed on the whole chal area
vide ai11 and dhara. 

A survey mark. 
Vide Bewar. 
Post. 
A writ. 
Rate of revenue assessment on each unit 

of ait1 (q. v.) 
Lit. under dual control, the tract of 

country acquired from the Nizam's 
dominions by the Marathas. 

Lit. two fold, term applied to the area 
of waste included in villages, approxi
mately double the cultivated area. 

Lit. second, second class soil. 
Corrupted from do biswi, 2-20ths, the 

amount of profits left to village lessees 
under the Maratha revenue system . 



II GLOSSARY 01' VERNACULAR TERMS 

Elakadar or Ilakadar .. 
Gaontia 

Havildar 
lstiamalc 

Jagir 

Jagirdar 
Jama 
Jamabandi 
Jamadar 

Jhil 

Kabuliyat 

K adim Jotdar 

Kadim kashtkar 

Kamavishdar 
Kamil-jama 
Karkun 
Kisan 
Kotwar, Kotwal 
Kanisht 
Lag wan 

Lakhabatta 

Lambardar 

Mahajan 
Muhal 
Malguzat 

The holder o·' a tract of t.:rrito• J. 

Villag~ headman in the c~.atti<garh 
plain. 

Subordinate l\laratha revenue official. 
Formal engagement for the revenue of 

the year under the l\laratha system. 
An estate of greater or smaller extent 

held on favourable terms as to the 
payment of land revenue and usually 
with such incidents of tenure as im
partibility and primogeniture. 

The holder of ajagir (q. v.) 
Assessment. 
Rent-roll. 
Name gi\·en m Nimar 

established culti,·ator 
kashtkar and kadim 
elsewhere. 

for the lon~
called kadim 
jotdar (q. v.) 

Low-lying rice land rctcnti,·e of moisture, 
also a pond for irrigation. 

Acceptance of responsibility for the pay
ment of land rc,·enue. 

Term used in the south of the province 
corresponding to kadim kaslztkar in 
the north. 

A cultivator who at the first round of 
regular settlements was considered 
t? have strong enough prescriptive 
~1gh~s ba;;cd ~n long poss<·ssion to 
JUS~Ify h1s bemg protected againa• 
arbitrary enhancement or ejectment 
by the malguzar or to proprietary 
rights as a malik-makbuza (q. v.) 

Maratha pargara (q. v.) officer. 
Full revenue assessment. 
Clerk. 
Cultivator. 
Village watchman. 
Soil of inferior class. 
Record of the engagements made each 

ye_ar between the patels and the 
raryats. 

Periodical re-distribution of land in th 
Chhattisgarh plain. e 

Repr~sentati~e of the proprietary body 
m Its rei atwns with the Government 

Money-lender. ' 
Unit of revenue assessment. 
Farmer of revenue in pre-British days 

converted at the first regular settle
ment into a proprietor. 
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GLOSSARY OF VERNACULAR TERMS Ill 

Malguzari 
Malik-Makbuza 
Makta 

Maurusi Kashtkar 

Mauza 
Mauzaw;r 
Mokasa 

Mora 
Muafi 
k!ullara 
Mukaddam 

Mukaddami 

Nazrana 
Panchayat 
Pamihari-

Pargana 

Patel 
Patelki 

Patti 

Patwari 
Pukka M aurusi 
Raiyat 

Raiyatwari 

Sa dar 
Sardeshmukhi 

Shartia Maurusi 
Sir 
Siwai 

Pertaining to a malguzar (q. v.). 
Plot proprietor. . 
In the southern districts a village which 

is held partly free of revenue. 
Occupancy tenant. (Shartia maurusi

conditional occupancy ; Bila shartia 
or pukka maurusi-absolute occu
pancy). 

Village. 
By villages. 
The revenue-free grant of tract of land 

to a relative of the superior holder. 
The unit of distribution in lakhabatta. 
An area of land held revenue free. 
A survey mark. 
The executive headman of a village, 

usually the proprietor or one of the 
proprietary body. 

Pertaining to the mukaddam (q. v.), 
obsole:e term for land cultivated by 
village headman. 

Fine or premium on renewal of a lease. 
A committee. 
A tax on non-agriculturists formerly 

levied in villages. 
Administrative unit of the Maratha 

system. 
Village headman. 
Office of pate! ( q. v ), also an obsolete 

term for land cultivated by a pate!. 
Additional cesses imposed by the 

Marathas in the Nimar district. 
Village accountant. 
Vide Maurusi. 
Lit. subject ; formerly used as synony

mous with cultivator, but now a 
person paying land revenue direct 
to the Government in a Government
owned village. 

Pertaining to the system of land tenure 
in which the cultivators pay the assess
ment direct to the Government and 
not to a landlord. 

Principal, chief. 
A 10 per cent enhancement on the 

Muhammadan assessment in Nimar 
1mposed by Marathas. 

Vide Maurusi. 
Permanent home-farm land. 
Assessment made on miscellaneous in

come as from forest, fisherie~, etc. 
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Takoli 

Taluq 

Taluqdari 

Tankha 

Tankhabandi 

Thekedar 
Thok 

Tigadda 

Tukum 

Ubari 

W ajib-ul-arz 

Watan 
Zamindar 

Zamindari 

GLOSSARY OF VERNACULAR TERMS 

A lenient a,;sessment, usually a low 
fraction of the kamil-jama (q. v.), 
imposed en jagirs and zam:ndaris. 

Used chiefly in the north of the prov
ince as equivalent to jagir. 

Pertaining to a taluq, also a large estate 
consisting of a taluq. 

Under the Muhammadan system the 
cultivable area of a village multiplied 
by the area rate. 

The assessment basis of the Muham
madan revenue system in the Nimar 
district. 

Lit. contractor, a lessee of a village. 
Certain area of village lands let on fixed 

money rent under the Maratha system 
of chal. 

A survey mark at the meeting place of 
three villages. 

A special form of land revenue grant in 
the south of the province given in 
recognition of the construction of a 
tank for irrigating rice. 

A reve~ue-free grant in the north of the 
provmce. 

Village administration paper, containing 
a record of village customs. 

A hereditary right to an office. 
The holder of a large estate or jagir 

(q. v.). 
The estate of a zamindar (q. v.) or per

taining to a zamindar, also used in the 
correspondence of N.-W. P. Gov
ernment as equivalent of malguzari 
(q. v.). 
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