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APPENDIX I. 

THE PROBLEM OF THE EXCHANGES. 
Under the guise of m~cting competition arising out of the depreciated 

<;xchanges the Government proposes to impose protective t~riffs. As will 
be shown in this memorandum, this ded~e will do nothing to remedy the 
collapsed exchanges. The intcrnutionu.l financial situation to-day is the 
result of the ineptitude and tu.rdiness of the Allied Governments in dealing 
with the post-wnr problem. The Go,·crit;mcnt ·s proposnl ignores t.l1e. 
essentials of exchanges question,"nnd no policy cun be successful which docs 
not grapple with the realities of the present-day situation. It would appear 
that the Go,·emment has not taken into consideration the discu.,-ion which 
took place at the International Jiiuunce Conference held at Bruss<'ls six 
months ago, nor the series of very mluable memoranda prepared hy experts 
for the Conference. 

The following table gives the mint pu.r of exchange between this and 
certain other count-ries (round which rates of exchange tluctuated within 
nn.rrow limits before the war) and tlw rates of exchange on )lnreh 30th, 
1921:-- Q 

New York .................. .. 
Paris .......................... . 
Brussels ....................... . 
lt•ly .••... ·••••·•••••·•··••·•• 
Berne .......................... . 
Berlin ...................... . 
''ienna ....................... . 
Warsaw ....................... . 

P.ln. 
S86·oo 

fr.2.')'22 
fr.25'22 

lire25.22 
fr.25"22 
m.2o·•a 
kr.24"02 
m.2o·u 

MARCil 30th, lfrJl. 
3'93-3'91 

S3·~-5g·:J:i 

55"60-54'00 
94"00-96"50 
22"60-22 70 

246-230 
H00-1600 
3100-3400 

It will be observed that the exchanges with Paris, Brussels, Italy, 
Berlin, Vienna, and Warsaw Hhow very consid.,rnble devintions from the 
normal. 

Our valuation of a foreign money depends essentially on the reluth·e 
purchasing power of the cuu-cru·ies of thi'; country nnd of the parti<"ulnr 
country under consideration. Apo.rt from minor tluctuntiow;, the rate of 
exchange betwenn the countries will remain stable if the purchasing power 
of the two currencies remains un:rltcred (nnd provided there is nom1ul 
freedom of trade between the two countries). But it will be violently 
disturbed if there are grout alterations in the purchasing power of money in 
either country. 'l'he deviation from the pre-war normal exchanges has been 
due in part to restricbions on international trade during and since th.e l\"ar, 
and partly to larg.J currency changes. Except in a few cases there is nothing 
corresponding to the " mint par of exchange," o.s the gold standard hns 
vanished. The only parity which cnn be suid to exist is u purchasing power 
Jlllrity. If the purchasing power of a unit of money in England is twice 
ag great ns the purchasing pwer of a unit of money in France, a unit of 
English money will be worth two units of French money, as it will need two 
units of the latter currency to purchase the same amount of goods 1!8 a unit 
of the former. Wherever the purchasing .power of money is reln.tively low 
we get it reflected in the exchanges (e.g., German~·. Fmncc, Ital.v, etc.). As 
Professor CM.'\81 has said, "during the wal' the buyin~ cnpncit.v of the 
different monetary standard.~ hn.•, owing to the ovcr·nlmndnnt suppl,v of 
meo.!!s of payment, been much r0duced, though in very different proportions. 
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Conse~uently the purchasing power p'lrities have undel'gone very important 
alteratiOns, and are now quite different from the parities which were in force 
before the war. There is no reason to believe that exchanges e'\·er will be 
restored. genoc~lly. to their old parities. These old parities ha-oe, in fact", 
lost their old significance, and can no longer in any respect be rega.rdod as 
normal. The constant references still made to them are a. most serious 
hindrance against a clear unde~.-standing of "'hat has really happened to j;he 
world's monetary standards."* 

0 
It will become clear later in this memorandum that the prime problem 

is the establishment of rates of exchange comparable with real purchasing 
power pnnt~es. o 

It has been suggested abov-.that restrictions on international trade ha'<"e 
an import1mt influence on rates of exchang•. They cause deviations from 
the purchasing power parity. lf country A restricts imports from country B, 
the ,·alue of money in B will fa.ll below the purchasing power parity, l:ecause 
the rate of exchange is but " nn expression of the Ynluntion of a. means of 
securing the supply of foreign commodit.'es.'' If this supply is made difficult, 
the actual value of the B money must fall in proportion. 

We here see the essential defect of the proposed 33! tariff for dealing 
with collapsed exchanges. It will tend tu dPpress the purchasing po\ver of 
foreign currencies und accentuate the present c\·il. • · 

But it is argued that, as a result of 'fiepreciated exchanges of many 
foreign countries, this country is subject to severe and unfair competition, 
and thnt the virtual exclusion of foreign products is the only way of safe
guarding home industties. 'l'he following extract from Professor Cassel's 
memm·andum, alrendy quoted, throws light on this contention:-

" Every alteration in the purchasing power parity of the excha.nge 
between two countries natmally must hn ve a disturbing in1luence on 
their mutual trade. But n.s soon as this parity has been stabilised at 
n. ccrta.in level it is of no importance whether this level is high or low. 
Thus the export tmde of a country is not harnpen:d by low quotations 
of the foreign exchanges us long as these quotations only correspond to 
a high level of prices in foreign countries or a low level nt home; nor is 
it specially stimulated by high quotations of the foreign exchanges as 
long as these only correspond to the rdoth·e purchasing power of the 
monetary stnndards quoted. Likewise, low priN·~ on forf'ign currencie-s 
do not mean nn encouragement of imports from them or a handicap for 
the home producer, provided these exchanges are a true expression for 
the purchasing power of the foreign monr._v; on the sn.me condition 
hi"h prices of foreign currencies do :not in any wny hamper the import 
fi·~m them. In fact, the terms 'high' or 'law' exchanges have no 
sense in themselves; if they are to be used they must obviously refer 
to the normal rates of exchange, Le., to the purchasing power p111ities. 
But when used, as is generaJly the case, in reference to old :parities 
which ha.ve loot nil real significance, they llll'e in the highest degt·ee mis
leading." ~ 

It is clcM' thnt whnt is necossaq is tho oshtbli<l1ment of rates of 
exchange in the ncighbonrh~ of the purc-hasing _POWer pa.riti~~. • Exehnn~es 
disturb fol'cign tl'n,Je only m so far as they ~evwte. from the<e plll"cllasmg 
pmver parities. The disturbance cl'ente<l 1s obv10u•ly ndver." to the 
count.Iios whose cui~·ency is rel11tively under-valued. On the other hand; 

• Memorandum on the 'Vorld's Monetary Problems, by G. Cassel (Interna.t.iona~ 
Fin&ncia.l Conference, Brussels, 1920). 



1~6 
• 

oountries whose cun·eney is o\·er-valued nre exposed to reckless dumping 
and the restriction of their export trade. ·The rc>nson for dumping front 
Germany :nes not in what are called " collapsed " exchanges (which are 
•· collapsed" as regards pre-wnr exchanges) but in the fact thnt the pres,>nt 
exchange does not really represent the purchasing power parity. In nn 
interview, published iDl the "Times" of April I st. l!J:ll, ::llr. G. E. Penrson, 
G!llleral i\lan9€er of i\lessrs. Burroughs, \Vellcome & Co., unintentionnJly 
supported this point of view. He said that "the German workman in tho 
fine chemical trade is pafd 75 marks per week, which, if the exchanges wero 
at par, would place the two countries almost on an equo.l footing as regards 
wages, costs. But at the present depreciated rnte of exchange the German 
wages are equivalent to only 6s. 3d. per week, which makes it quite an pos
sible for the British manufacturer to comp~." According to ::llr. Pearson, 
the fine chemical trade hope<i for a duty of "at least 50 per cent., and 
whether the 33! per cent. duty proposed "would he high enough to meet t·he 
needs of the case, only experience could show." Obviously, this trade is of 
opinion that a tariff in the region of 33! per cent. to 511 per cent. would be 
sufficient. But it is clear that if the present situation were covered b~· the 
deviation of the exchange from the old mint par, an a<l t•alorcm duty of this 
amount would be boplessly inadequate. What the manufacturers are LL.;king 
for is a duty to counteract the effects of the discreprepuncy between the rate 
of exchange and t(le purchasing power piLI·i ty. 

The problem which confronts the Government is that of the stability of 
the exchanges.* This involves two things (1) a new equilibrium, and 
(2) minimising deviations from It. 

When we come to deal with these two aspects of the question of tho 
exchanges, we are faced by the utter failure of the Allied Governments to 
attack the great economic and financial problems left by the war. Any com
prehensive plan must follow the lines lrud down by the Labour Party in its 
international policy, and by the Cost of Living Committee in its First 
Interim Report on "l\loney and Prices." There is no short cut to the 
re-establishment of normal conditions of international trade. The pcnples 
~i Europe must pay the price of two and a quarter years of delay in handling 
the colossal problems arising out of the wnr. 

As regards the establishment of a new equilibrium, it must be 
recognised that the new normo.l rates of exchange will differ widely fmm the 
J>r&-war rates. But this is not of great importance. The new equilibrium 
must be at the purchasing power parity of the countries of the world. Such 
an equilibrium can be attained only when the purchasing power of the dif
ferent countries has become relatively stable. In this connection, the vital 
step is to stop further inflation This is clearly a matter for each country 
tu deal with, but it is nevertheless one in which there should be an inter
national understanding. 

It is stated in cme of the resolutions unanimously passed at the 
Brussels International Financial Confern.nce, that "the chief cause in most 
countries is that the governments, finding themselves unable to meet their 
$)Xpenditure out of revenue, have been tempted to resort to the artificial 
creation of fresh purchasing power, either by the direct issue of additional 
Je.gal tender money, or moro frequently by obtaining-especially from tha 
Bank11 of I8sue, which in some cases are unable, n.nd in others unwilling to 
refuse them-credits which must themselves be satisfied in !ego.! tender 
w.oney ''· 

• The International Fioanoial Conference expressed the conviction that the "io
et&bility of the exchanges constitutes o. great hindrance to the resumption of normal 
international trade." 
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Obviously, it is essential that these practices should cease. Continental 
states must mn.ke their income and expenditure balance. In this Ci>nnection 
it. is worth while re,f,en;ing to one of the chief items of national expenditur~ 
\'lZ., nrmn.ments. 1)le statements presented to the Conference," says the 
Report of the International Financial Conference " show that, on an 
average, some 20 per cent. of the national expenditure is still being devoted 
to the mamtenance of armaments, and to preparations for war. The Coh
ference recommended to the Council of the Leaguetof Nations "the desira
b~lity of confemng at once with the several governments concerned, with a 
vtew to· securmg a general and a,"l'eed reduction of the crushing burden 
which, on their existing scale, armaments still impose on the impofuhed 
peoples of the world, sapping their resources, imperilling their recovery from 
the ravages a£ war. • . . 

The beanng of the burden of armaments on the exchange problem is 
very direct. Without this crushing expenditure continental countries would 
b< more able to avoid the necessity for further inflation to make both ends 
meet, and the root cause of instability of purchasing power would be 
removed, and with it the chief obstnde to the establishment of a new 
equilibriunt. 

Every nation should, wtder international agreement, tal<e every possible 
step to deal with its financial position. In some cases eiternal assistance 
will .be necessary, but whatever measures are necessary, the accounts of 
European nations must be made to balanc~. for the stabilisation of the 
internal value of value, i.e., of its buying capacity against commodities, is 
from the point of view af the exchanges, the most urgent of all problems. 
\\'hen two countries have reached this end, a new normal rate of exchange 

The second question is the prevention of abnorma.l deviations from the 
)'Urohasing power pru·ity. This is· an important problem because it is from 
such deviations that we are suffering to-day. 

One of the first mensures must be "to relieve the e."<changes of several 
forms a£ unfunded internationaJ credits, and especially of the large amounts 
at paper money which some countries have exported into foreign countries. 
These amounts of paper money not only disturb the exchanges, huh form at 
the same time a menace to internal stability as an influx into the issuing 
country is at any time possible."* Or to put it into the words of Professor 
Cassel, "when a. country, as is the case with Germany, has a large floating 
debt abroad, in the form of bank rates or other notes, or debts on current 
accounts of ths banks, a preliminary measure must bs to exchange this debt 
against a funded loan. For as long no a floating debt of such a. character is 
allowed to exist, it tends to depreciate the money of the country on the 
international exchanges beneath its purchasing power parity, and this per· 
nicious effect will then lead the countrv to extraordinary measures for 
protect-ion of its internatio~al market against an .overwhelming buy~ng 
capacity. A gt·eat consolidation loan for the redemption of the outetandmg 
means a£ pni)'ment in German marks is therefore a first step necessary in 
order to bring the Germa11 exchange problem into a normal condition. The 
loan should, a£ course, chiefly be subscribed by the present holders of 
Gsrman marks, who would have an inducement to do that in the prohllbl<> • 
rise of the German exchanges "·hich would follow. "t 

It is suggested that one means of obtaining stability of the•exch~ges 
and preventing abnormal fluctuations is for Germany and other coUlltries 
with outstanding external floating debts to fund these debts. 

• Dr. G. ,V, J. Bruins in a memorandum prepa':"ed for the International FiniUlcial 
Conference at Brussels i p. 15. 

t Memorandum by Profea'!lor Cassel, page 32. 



BS 

Apart from such special measures " the proulem of preventing nbnormal 
deTiations. Of the rat.es of exc·hange$:,,. snys Profe:osor Cn~~l. •• btl'r·otnes 
essentially 11 rn•ob[em of n•.toring fr.,e<Jom and f.'<]UaJity in int<·mational 
trade." Dr. Bruins, in his memornndun1, rC'gnrds. " the restorntiou of 
free exchange of commodities · · ns an " t>ssentinJ condition." 

• The International FiMncial Conference endorsed the declaration of the 
Supreme C<>uncil of ~\1'1\'ch 8th, 1!!20, " that the i';tat"s which Lan! l..o;eu 
created or enlarged as a result of the war should at once rc-e;tnl>li,h full 
and friendly co-operation, wd arrange for the unr~tricte.J iutcrdumgc ot 
comncodities in o1·der th&t the essential 1mity of European economic Iii.: mny 
not be impaired by the erection of u.rtitkiul eronomic barriers." The British 
GO\Cl"Illl1ent 's proposals are dircet<·d to irtcrcasing the cxi~tiug re~tril'tious 
on trade. :Not only is it intenUcd to prote<:t certain key inUustrit..~3 aut! erect 
a tariff burrier against the " dtunping " of foreign goods, but the I ;o,·ern
ment actually proposes to iutposc a. t•u·iff in order to deal with the Hil 
arising from depreciuLed exclumge3. The need is for les.:; rcst~-ictions on 
trade rather than more, and the British Go,·etnmcnt, instPu.d. of pm-suing a. 
policy of restriction should take the iuit.iutiYc in convening through tho 
League of 2\ations an Internati•)ll[l] t'onferent·e, with a view t.o en!"uring tlw 
utmost freedom and equality in intcmntiona] trnde . 

• 
The measures herein sugg~:-:t<o.d nrc ~imp1e nnd f.;.urtic•ient. 1f th··.\· \n•r(" 

adopted the problem of thl' l'X·~·hanges would be ~o]n?d, nnd uonnnl intt•r
national trade wonld be resumed. Whether when this hnpoens eondi· 
tions will be such as to provide n cn~w for fis-eal proteetion on ordiuary Jines 
is another and quite sepnrate fJUestion. 

The argument and poliry outlinL-.d in this mcmomndum tnny ht:' ~mn
marised as follows:-

1. The exchanges with many countries are not likely to return to the 
pre-war level. 

2. The new normal rate of exchanga between two onuntrtes must be 
bas~d on the purchasing power par:ty. 

3. The problem of the exohang!l& Is one of stal:lilisatlon. lt 1nts two 
sides:-

(a) The establishment of a new equilibrium. 

(b) The prevention of wide fluctuations. 

II.. As r-egards (a) the great need Is by International agreement to stop 
the lntlatlon of national ourrenole3, and to balance national budgets. In 
thls COllllllOt!on the reduction of national expenditure on arma.ments Is lm
portaJlt. 

5. As regards (b) It Is necessary: 

(i.) That foreign floating loans should be funded, a.nd 

(ii.) That artl11olel restrlotlona on lnterna.t1onal trade sb,uld, by 
International agreement, be abolished or reduced to a. minimum. 
'• •· 
6. The ~?llcy of the Brlt'sh Government Is condemned, beoau~e It w:u 

aggravate the dise&le A tariff will do nothing to deal with the oa.use1 of 
depreciated exchanges. On the contrary, It will tend to create further depl'B
clatlon, and fo<lter wide fluctuations of the exchanges. 

A. G. 
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APPENDIX· II. 

Form of Return used by th.e Committe.; in 
its Investigation. 

Parliamentary Committee, Trades Union Congress . 
• 

COST OF LIVING ENQUIRY. 

Joint Committee representing 

The Parliameottrry· Committee, Trades Union Congress. 
The Labour PM<y. 
The Co-operati\·e Guion Limited. 
The Triple Alliance. 
The Federation of Engineering and Shipbnildin& Tmdes. 
The National Federation of General Worker&. 
The National Federation of Buftding Trades Operatives. 

FORM OF RETURN OF WEEKLY FAMILY EXPENDITURE. 

The object of the Committee in attempting to secure a considemble number of careftrHy 
kept weekly family budgets is threefold:-

(n) To ascertain the real extent of the rise in the cost of Jiving. 
(b) To obtain particulars from which the burden of indirect taxation -ca:n- be 

co.lculated. 
(c) To obtain pnrtionlare which can be used to work out a new basis for the 

cnlculation of a cost of living index number, which will be a more &ecnra.te 
reflection of the cost of living than the present index number of the 
lllinisb:y of Labour. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

1. If you will kindly answer the questions.asked in this form, yon will greatly &ssist 
the Joint Committee in its enquiry. You are &sked to give the quantities and ktnds of all 
foods consumed by your household in four consecutive weeks, and in addition to state your 
usual weekly expenditure- on foods and other household necessaries, and your anousl 
8"-pendit.w-e ou Clothing, Household Be.ueW&la, etc. 

2. PleaRe fill in the form for the first complete week after you receive it and for the 
three following weeks. If, however, you are away from home for the whole or any pa.rt of 
one of these weeks, omit that week and give particalo.rs for a lo.ter week. 

8. If you are able to supply any similar figures for an earlier period and particularly 
for 1914, please do so, even if they are incomplete, as they would be of great value to the 
Joint Committee. 

4. Your answers will be treated as strictly secret and confidential. 

It You are asked to be good enough to return this form not later than 1\Ionclay, 
September 20th. If by this date you are not able to give four weekly budgets, please return 
the form filled in for as many complete weeks as time allows. ., 

0. The completed forms should be returned to- • 

ARTHUR GREENWOOD, 

Coat of Living Committee, 

32, Eccleston Squ&re, London, S. W. 1. 
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PAR TA.-HOUSEHOLD. 

SEX. AGE. OCCUPATION. 

ba d Mnle or (II under 18 Give full de'ICriptlon. 

MEMBERS OF HOUSEHOLD., 
Give names or relationship tol 

beadofhousehold. (&lts D • Fcrno.le. YL'nr-M.I 

__ w_if_•_·._•_o_•_, _d_a_ug::.h_te_r_, _•_tc_._) --~--~-!.-·~'------~------- -----

Wage Earners: 

Non-wa.ge Earners: 

............................................. ! 

............................................. ! 

18 the bend ol tho bouacbol 

working n.wn.y from b(lmc:>? .......... .. 
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PART B.-EXPENSES OTHER THAN FOOD, 

Quantity usually bought and amount spent per week. 

NOTE.-If Coal is purchased by the ton please state annual consumption and cost; a.'so 
if Gas or Electricity is paid for other than in weekly payments give annual consnofpticn 
and cost. • 

Qaantlt:r. Amou•t Spent • 
• 

1. FUEL & LIGHTING, I I 2 I • • '1'1"1·· W~ek Week Week Week Week Week Week 1 Wee!;: 

• Plta!6 fill ifl da~. 
collng• endmQ'Icnd~ng' cndmg' ndlng',endlug· 'cndlng',endu· G' 

------· --- ---------, 
Coal ............ Cwts., per week ... 

s. d. s. d. s. a. ! s. a. 

(~oke •••••••••••• .. .. .. . .. 
Oil ......•••.•••.• Pinta, .. .. . .. 
Ga.s ••••••••• Cubic feet, .. .. . .. 
Electricity ... Uni\8, 

" .. ... 
:\latches ••••••••• Boxea, 11 .. . .. 
Firewood and Fire· • 

lighten ............... " .. ... 
• 

2. CLEANING MATERIALS. 

Soap ...•.....•..... lbs., per week .•• 
tloap Powden, etc. " " ... 
Other Cleaning 1\[aterials, snob as 

Blaoklead, Furniture and Metal 
and Floor Polish, Boot- Polish, 
etc ........................................ 

(Pkla8e git·e particulars.) 

Amount Spent. 

a. OTHER EXPENDITURE. I 

I 
• 

I 
• ' We<>k Wet•k w~k w~k 

CntllD(C ending ending endii:G 

.. d. •• d. •• d. • • d. 
Laundry Char~es ........................... per week 
\Vindow Cleaners .......................... .. .. 
Rent .......................................... .. .. 
Itatea ......................................... .. .. 
Boot Repairing .............................. .. .. 
Medicines .................................... .. .. 
Tram, 'bus or Railway Fares ......... .. .. 
Newspapers and Literature ............ .. .. 
Insurance (National Health and Un· .. .. 

employment) 
Other Insurn.nce Payments ........ _. ... .. .. 
Friendly Society and Trade Uu1on .. .. 

Subscriptions 
Church, Chapel and Club Subacrip· ., .. • tions and Payments 
Other Poymonta (please •pecify) ...... .. .. ................................................................ ................................................................ 

TOTALS ...... I I I 
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PART C.-FOOD AND DRINK. 

A.mouat Spe~~t. • j QuutltM .. 

1. PARTICULARS OF FOOD I I . 2 3 • I I • . 3 ' • 
AND DRINK CONSUMED ' Wre-k ' Week Week W~k Wfflk 'l\"e('k , W<'ek I W('('k 

~T HOME. I eudonglending endino
1

endiu' endtug~=~endiugl= 

·~ ---n-.-. -d-. s. d. : s. d. : •• d. 

Beef, Imported, _per week. lbs .•.... 1 
, Home ... , " ...... 1 Matton, Imported, ., " ... ·1 
, Home , , ...•.. 

Pork............... " " ..... . 
Bacon and Bam " " ..... . 
Sauaages ........• , ,. ..... . 
Tinned Meats... ., It& or Tina 

•other Meat ancb as Poultry,: 
Kidney, Tripe, per week lbs ..... . 

Fish, Fresh...... , , ...... . 
, Dried...... , ,. ...... 1 

, Tinned .•• , tins ...... i 
Bread ............ , lbs ...... : 
Flour ............ ., ........ . 
Cako, Bans, etc. , - ...... 1 

Butter ............ .,• lbs ...... , 
Margarine , , ..•... 1 

Lard tt Dripping , " ······I 
Tea ...........•... ,. ozs .... ··i 
Coffee ........... . 
Coco& ········•··• 
Oatmeal, Rolled 

Oats 
Rice, Sago and 

Tapioca 
Currants and 

Raisins 
Haricots& Dried 

Beans& Peas 
Eggs ••...•.••.....• 
Egg SnbsLitates 
Cheese .......... .. 

.. .. .. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. .. .. 
Jam or Mvma!a.de 11 

Golden Syrup or .. 
Treaole 

Sugar .......... .. .. 
Pickles, Sauces, etc. , 
Fresh Milk .. · .... 
Condensed Milk 
Dried Fruits, 
SuohasPrunes, 

.. .. .. 
Apricots 

TinnedorBottled 
Fruits •• 

.. I Doxuorlba . 

lbs ..... . 

" ...... 
" ...... 

No ......... 

11>• •••••• 
" ······ 
II ""'' 

" ...... 
- ...... 
pints ... 
tins 
lbs ..... . 

- . ..... 
Potatoes , lbs ...... 
Fresb Vegetables bought (Specify 

Kinds), per week-

.~ ............................................ . 
Tobacco ......... per week. ozP .... .. 
Cigarettes......... 11 pkts .. .. 
Beer& S'..oat,e~. , pints .. . 
Spirits ............ , - ... 
Otber Foods b<>U(!ht (Specify Kind.v) 

per week-

• I 
! 

I 

•I 
I 

To:r.u.s --· ------j----
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II. HOME OR ALLOTMENT PRODUCE. 

I 
Week 

entlins; 

"Eatlmahld Value. 

• Week 
ending 

3 
Week 
ending 

• 

I 
Week 
In ding 

--------------------~.-·--~------,1------~----i-------
•. jl. •• d. •. d. •. d. 

Eggs ••••................••••••••••..•••. per week, No. 

Otler Prodo<e (•pecify kinds) per week: 

TOTAL ...................... .. 

Ill. MEALS BOUOHT AND EATEN AWAY FROM HOME, SUCH AS .AT CANTEENS 

OR REFRESHMENT HOUSES, MEALS IN SCHOOL, etc. 

Mo. of Meals In each Week. Total Coat In ea.oh Week • 

I I • s • I • s • Week Wcc.k Week Week 'Week Week Week Week 
ending ending ending ending ending ending ending ending 

I ---- -----

................................. 1 
•• d. •• d. •• d • • • d. 

Husband 

Wife ······································· 
Chitaren under 18 ····················· 
·-

Other members of honsehold ··-·· 

Deer, Stout and Spirita ................ ·' -----~ --
TOTALS ............... • 
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PART D.-CLOTHING. 
Please state as accurately as possible the total amount spent during the past year 

en all kinds tlf clothing for the whole family. £ ......... s .••••••••. d ......... . 
If possible, please state the amount spent during the past year on eaob of the 

fo'lnwi"J! items:-
II umber or QuaoUtr. Amount. 

Doc:s and Shoes ............ Men's (over 18) 
- " " ............ \Vomen's ( 11 18) 

,, •••......... Boye' (onder 18) 
., " ..••.....••. Girls' ( ., 181 

Costames ...................•• Women's (over lH) 
.. .. ..........•.......... Girls' (under 18) 

Dresses .............•.••••..... Women's (over lH) 
., .....•.•..........••.... Girls' (onder 18) 

Douses ·············~··········Women's (Clver 181 
., ........................ Girls' (under 18) 

Sn1:s ........................... Men's {over 18) 
.. . .......................... Boys' {under 18) 

\Vorkin~ Overall", Aprons, etc .................. . 
~·ocks n.nd St.ockings ...... Men's and Boys' .. . 

, 11 ...... Women's and Girls' 
C·p't ........................... Men's (over 18) 

........................... Boys' (under 1/:J) 
llll:s ........................... Men's (over 18) 

........................... noys' (under 18) 

..................... ~ ..... Women's (over 1~) 
.• . ....................•..... Girls' (ll6Jder 18) 

Cdla.rs ........................ Men's (over 18) 
., ... ... .. ................ Boya' (under 18) 

Ur.Jc-clo..~thing ............... Men's (over 1H) 
" ............... Boya' (under 1~) 
., ............... Women's (over 1H) 
,, ............... Girla' (under 18) 

O·•cr.·oLts, Ra.incoah, etc. Men's (over 1M) 
., ...... Roys' (under 18) 

., 11 ...... ,Vomen's (over lH) 

., , ...... Girls' (under 18) 
Other articles of Dress (spec Jy Unds): ......... 

TOTALS •.••••.••••.•••.••.•••••••.••••••.•••••••• 

PART E.-HOUSEHOLD RENEWALS. 
T'le:\':oe st.a.t.e as &ccumtely as possible the total amount spent in household renewals 

cl<1rin!Z the pa11t year. 

AMOUNT I AMOUNT 

------------------------ 1·-·-P_E_H_T_._r------------------------- SPENT. 
£ a. a. I £ a. d. 

rrockery, Pots, Dishes, etc ......... . 
r \t1P, Kettles, Backetll. etc ........ .. 
C·1tlcry, Knives, Forks, Spoons, etc. 
P.rnshes, Brooms, etc ................. . 
J~:inch and Cur:ains ................ .. 
!"'-.:-.J·sheets ................................ . 
)"'~tblf'cloths ............................ .. 
T•J\Y(')8 ................................... . 

(Pita!C &ptcify) 
• 

•••••••••••••••••••'••••••••••••••oo••••••••••••• 

D.~!c ................................... . 

• 

Bla.nkets ............................. . 
Floor Coverings (Oilcloth, Car· 

pets, etc.) .......................... . 
Furniture (including Bedsteo.ds, 

elo.) ••.•••..••••••••••...•••••••••••• 
(E'l<a., •pecify) .. ................................... · ....... . .. .......................................... . 

Mo.ilca.rts, Perambulators, etc ... 
Other expenditure (Tools, eto.) 

(Please specify) 

Si9M<i •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
.Addrctt ........................................................ . ......................................................... 
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APPENDIX Ill. 

P~EDOMINANT RETAIL ~ICES OF ,FOODSTUFFS, 1914-1920. 

(From information supplied by Co-operative Union, Ltd.) 

Commodltlc!l. Qun.ntltr. 
FOOD-

Bread.............................. 4 lbs. 
Flour, G.R. •.........•.......... Stone 

11 Beat ..................... 11 

o~imoa~0or:Q~:k~~()~i~··::: pe~ lb. 
Bacon, Irish Roll ........... . 

11 Daniab Side ........ . 
" American ........... . 

MoLton ........•.................. 
Beef •.......................•...•• 
Dutter, Danish .............. . 

" English .............. . 
Cheese, Cheshire ........... . 

, Lancashire ........ . 

.. .. .. 

.. .. .. 
., Arnericau ............ ., 

Milk .............................. Pint 
Margarine ..................... per lb. 
Lard ............................. . 
Dripping ....................... . .. 
Suet. •••...•.•............•..•••••• .. 
Currants ....................... . .. 
Jam ............................. . .. 
Sugar, White Cube .. 

, Graoula.ted ........... . .. 
" Brown ................. . .. 

Tea ............................ .. .. 
Coffee ..•......••••...........••• 

" Cocoa .......................... . 
" S•lt •.....•.•.........•........... 

Eggs.............................. each 
Marmalade..................... per lb. 
Golden Syrup .............. . 

" Treacle ........................ " 
Coodeosed Milk ............ per tio 
Potatoes ........................ per lb. 
Rioe and Tapioca •••......... 

" 

Price 
January, 19H. 

5~d. d: 6d. 
1/8, 1/9, 2/· 
1/10, 2/· 
1/6, 1/8, 1/10 ....•. 

11· 
1/· 
10d., lld • 
9d., 10d • 
10d. 
1/4 
1/3 
10d . 
9d., 10d. 
Sd., 9d. 
1~d. d: 2d. 
6d., Sd. 
7d., Sd. 
6d. 
Bd. 
4d. d: 5d. 
4d., 5d. & 6d. 
2jd. 
2!<J. 

1/4, 2/·, 2/' 
1/·, 1/4, 1/8 
1/6 

1d. 
4d., 4~d. 
sa., s~a. 
2d. 
6d., 6~d. 
!l;d. 
2d,, Sd. & 4d, 

Price 
Ecptcmbcr, 19'10. 

1/·, 1/1, 1/4 
3/10, 5/· 
5/-

S/4, 3/10 
2/6, S/· 
2/4, 2/6, 3/· 
2/·. 2/6 
2/·, 2/4 
8/4 
4/6 
1/10, 2/·, 2/4 
2/2 
1/8 
4d., 4!l;d., 6d. 
1/2, 1/8 
1/8 
1/6 
1/6, 2/· 
1/·, 1/2 
1/6, 1/8, 2/· 
1/2!1 
1/2 
1i-, 1/1 
2/·, 2/8, S/6 
2/2, 2/4, 2/6, S/· 
8/2 

5d. 
1/3 
1/· 
6d., 8d.,10d. 
1/4!1 
1!l:d., 2d. 
6d., 8d., 10d. 
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APPENDIX IV . 

• 
RESULTS OF AN INQUIRY BY THE IRISH LABOUR PARTY AND 

1'RADE UNION CONGRESS INTO THE INCREASE IN FOOD 
PRICES IN IRELAND. • • 
IRISH LABOL'R PARTY AXD TRADE l"XIO.:-i CO);GHESS 

NATIOXAL E~"ECl:JTIVE. 

32, Lower ,\bbey Street, Dublin, 
June 9th, 1\<21. 

To THE SEC!I>:TARY oF EAcn AFFtLIATt:o Soct>:T\'. 

A CnAlll: • 
I haYe been inquiring int(9 food prices in Irish towns, comparing 1914 

with 1(121. • 
I haYe obtained detailed particulars from different towns in all parts 

of the eotmtry. The inquiry was based upon the food ration e>f n thinl-class 
officer in the Belfnet Union, pre-war, aS sanctioned by the Local Go'l'ernment 
BOII.l'd. Tills 1·ation, it may be assumed, was such a one as wus eou.oidered 
requisite by the Board of Guardians on the one hand and the Locnl Govern
ment Board on the other, for the proper sustenance of nn adult worker in 
the institution, and may therefore be taken ne a fair bneis of what should 
constitute a fair sustenance for the avet·nge adult worlwr. The r.1tiun com
prises in different quantities and weights: Bread, butter, milk, tea, sugar, 
beef, mutton, potatoes, eggs, bacon, tlour, raisins, sago, fish and buttermilk. 

The method adopted wa.s to present a form of in voice for these nrtieles 
in their stipulated quantities to grocers and provision dealers throughout the 
country, with the request that they should, after reference to their books 
for 1914, fill in the cost of tills ration at that dnte and nho fill in the cost 
of the same ration at the present date. Having collected these '<'arious 
invoices, an average over the whole country was ttll<en, nnd this is the 
result:- · 

8. d. 
In March, 1914, the average price for the rntion in question 

was ..................................................................... 7 8 

In March, 1921, the average price for the same ration waB 22 0 
(or 1E:7 per cent. above pre-war). 

In May, 1921, the average price for the same rntion was 21 4 
• (or 178 1•er cent. above pre-war). 

' 'l'he Board of Trnde figures of comparative food prices <Wer the same 
period show an incr~ase of only 149 per cent. for Jlfnrch and of 132 per cent. 
for l\Iay. over the averaJle food cost for the working class fnmily in July, 
1914. The Boar<! of Trnde figures relate more particularly to Great Britain. 
It is doubtful whether any Irish figures are taken into account nt nil, but 



137 

if they arc, they will haYe little effect on the average which is almost entirely 
based on Btitish term•. • 

The latest returns frvm the Boo.rd of Trade show a decline from March 
to l\Iny this year of 17 per cent.., or 132 per cent. above the July, 1914, 
basis, for food alone 

It is worthy of your notice that in the Labour Gazette for :\fay lhe 
officio.! e•timot-e on April 30t-h of the level d retail ~rices of clothing, quality 
for quality, taking gocxls of the kind purchased by the working classes, 
shows an a,·ern~e of 210 per cent. higher than July, 1914. It should be 
borne in mind thnt in Ireland, at any rate. fully three·quarters of the 
income of the worker is expender for food and clothing. It is also probable 
that prices for dothing have risen higher in Jreland than in Great Britain, 
just as prices of food !:ave risen higher. We may therefore take it as 
-conclusiYe that while the official Labour Gazette reports the cost of living 
on :\Iny 1st (all itew.s included) as being 128 per cent. above pre·war level, 
tbe cost of living In lrrland Is still about 175 per cent. above pre-war level. 

It mn~· be adduced in oontra:<"ention of this statement, that as wages 
have not increased to anything like this extent throughout industry as a 
whole, the figures quoted are obviously fallacious. It must be remembered, 
however, that the basis c-f these calculations is a standard.,.ation, considered 
iiY t.hc Poor Law authorities at the time i1!o was compiled to be necessary 
to maintain a healthy body. l.:nfirtunatcly, the people have bee!J. compelled 
to lower their &tandard by buymg inferior qualities and stinting their 
supplies. 

In anv discussiom or conferences respecting wages the :.hove facts 
should be borne in mind 

Yours frnternally, 

THoMAS JOHNSON, Secretary. 
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APPENDIX V. 

APPENDIX TO THE REPORT OF THE HIGH PRICES COMMITTEE 

OF THE SCOTTioSH COUNCIL OF THE LABOUR PARTY. 

STATEMENT OF COAL PRICES. 
CO-OPERATIVE:- Pit Rend, 

1!. d. 

1914 ···•••··········•·•·•·•• 13 0 
1920 ··············•·······•• ~7 0 

........• 
Depot. 
R. d. 
15 8 
41 10 

Sold o.t per cwt. 
II. d. 
1 2& 
2 10~ 

NOTE.-Railway charges have incre&Sed 100 per cent. plus 6d. per wagon. 
Wages have increased-Carters from 34s. to 89s. Carriers and Hillmen 261. 

to 3ls., with a shorter working week. 

RELATIVE PRICES OF COAL IN 1914-1920. 

CHEAP, OR GRADE 8 COAL. 
lOU. 

Per ton. 
II. d. 

Pit Hea.d price at, or about ....................................... 12 0 
Sold by Merchants at Depot (inc~uding Railway rates)... 15 10 

Per ewt. 
Sold on Street bv Dealers at ....................... ,............... 1 0 

GRADE 2 COAL. 
Per ton. 

Pit Head price at, or about •••........................•.•......•.. 1.') 7 
Sold by Merchants at Depot (price includes Railway rales) 20 0 

l'cr cwt. 
Sold on Street by Dealers at....................................... 1 2~ 

1910. 
Per ton. 
"· d. 
35 6 
45 6 

Per cwt. 
2 9?J 

Per ton. 
37 1 
47 2 
Per cwt. 
2 lOA 

The above figures are open to criticism owing to the variation of Pit Head prices and 
difference of Railway dues to certain depots, bot the recognised rate for coal dealers on the 
atre~ts of Glasgow in 1914 was 2~d. per hundredweight of profit. 

CLOTH PRICES. 
SCOTCH CHEVIOT:-

Net Cost •.••••..••••..••••••.••............. 
Manofa.ctorers' price to Merchant ... 
Profit to Mannfa.cturer •••...•••••..•...• 
Merchants' price to Tailor •..•••...••• 
Tailors' price to Customer .......... . 

SAXONY:-
Net Cost ................................... . 
'Manufa.ctorers' price to Merchant ••. 
Profit to Manufacturer ....••••.•••.••... 
Merchants' price to Tailor ........... . 
Tailon' price to Customer .......... .. 

1914. 
per :yard, 

8. d. 
4 2~ 
5 0 
0 9~ 
6 8 
7 9 

5 0 
6 0 
1 0 
8 0 
9 6 

DRAPERY PRICES, 
mH 

Wholc81~lc. 
II, d. 

Flannel •••..•.......•..........•.. 0 8A 
<Gran~rill Shirtin" ............ 0 5~ 

Alloa 'yarn ••....••..•....••.... 0 5l 
Ladies' Cash Ho11e ...... .. ... 0 9 
La.die•' Gloves .............. .... 0 8~ 
Coloured Sateen ............••• 0 44 
Grey Cotton ••....•......•...•... 0 14 
CorPCt& . • ... . .. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 1 7 
Flannelette• .•...........•.....•• 0 4A 

1914 
Retail. 
8. d. 
0 11~ 
0 7l 
0 6 
0 11~ 
0 11! 
0 6! 
0 2 
1 10& 
0 6~ 

19-20. .-\dvanco. 
per :rant. .. d. per cent. 
13 1l 212 
16 0 220 
2 10& 263 

21 4 220 
25 0 227 

17 9~ 256 
22 6 258 

4 8! 871 
80 0 276 
36 0 268 

lft20 10211 
WholctULio. Retail. 

ft. d. •. d. 
8 8 3 11i 
1 11~ 2 6 
2 6l 8 0 
2 9 8 6;k 
2 6 8 5l 
1 9 2 6 
0 10 1 0 
3 6 4 6 
1 0 1 8i 
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FLOUR, MEAL, ETC,, PRICES. 

lOU. 
8. d. 

Wbolesa.Ie. 
192D. 

s. d. 

o Beta.H. 
1914. 

Flour (per 2801 ba.) ••.••..•. 30 0 

" " 
Oatm.;;l (per 2solbs.) :::::: 35 6 

35 6 
5 8 

January to March 44 3 
April to September 63 6 
Present price .•••••... 86 0 
Average price . . . . . . 99 0 

s. d. 
36 8 

43 4 
43 4 
6 3 

1920. 
s. d. 
53 4 
76 • 
76 H 

lU 4 
II n •• ••• • 

Bran (per owt.) ............. .. 
Present price ...... 102 0 116 • 
Average price ...... •s 0 17 G 

IS G " ., Present price ...... 15 9 

FLOUR, MEAL, ETC., PRICES. • 

Oatmeal (per 280lbs.) .... .. 
Brose Meal (per 280lbs.) .. . 
Barley (per 2o0lbs.) ....... .. 
Jap Peas (per 280lbs.) .... .. 
BuUer Beane (per cwt.) .....• 
Lentils No. 1 (IOOibs.) .... .. 
Rice (Rangoon) (cwt.) ....... .. 
Tapioca. (per cwt.) ........... . 
Soap (Tableta) (cwt.) ........ . 
Soap (Bar) (owl.) ............. .. 
FIBR-

Finno.ns (per stone) ......••. 
Kippers (per stone) ........ . 
Fresh Haddooks(perstone) 

Wholesale. 
June. 19H. June, 11)20. 

s.td. s. d. 
86 6 1oo• o 
82 0 93 0 
25 0 91 0 
32 0 80 0 
28 0 43 0 
14 9 38 6 
10 6 51 0 
20 0 54 0 
25 3 74 9 
25 9 75 0 

5 6 
2 9 
5 ~ 

s. 6 
6 6 
5 0 

White Filleta (per stone).. 6 0 9 6 
Matches (per gross)............ 2 1 9 1~ 

PAPER TRADE PRICES. 

1914. 
£ s. d. 

Strawboardo (per ton) ........ .'.................. 3 10 0 
Brown Paper (Common) cwt. ............... 0 7 0 

" 11 (Hope) cwt. ..................... 0 10 0 
" 11 (Kraft) cwt. ..................... 0 14 6 

Paper-Low Grado Writing (lb.)............ 0 0 2~ 

11 " Bank (lb.) ............ 0 0 2 
,. ,. Bond (lb.)............... 0 0 7~ 

Book Paper-Machine Made (lb.) ......... 0 0 5 
, Hand Made .. ..... . .. . ..... .. .. . 0 1 0 

Newa Paper....................................... 0 0 1;1 

Be tail. 
June, 1914. June, 1!?20. 

s. d. 8. d. 
43 4 113 4 
400 1068 
40 0 110 10 
40 0 93 4 
37 4 56 0 
2010 500 
14 0 65 4 
28 0 60 8 
32 8 84 0 
32 8 84 0 

• 
6 8 
3 6 
3 6 
to 

6 0 
7 0 
2 6 

Wbolesa.le. 
1918. 

£ 
85 

7 8 
7 6 
4 8 

to 
7 0 

i1 8 
11 0 

·. 
'""'· £ s. d. 

25 0 0 
1 15 0 
2 0 c 
4 0 0 
0 0 lOi 
0 1 1 
0 1 7 
0 1 5 
0 2 3 
0 0 9 

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL PRICES OF MILK. 
Wholesale. Betf\il. 

Mn)', 10H, to Jo..n. to 
Ml\)', 1915. Dec., 10'20. 1914. 19-20. 
s. d. 8. d. s. d. 9. d. 

Milk (per gallon)............ 0 8~ ...... 2 2i ...... 1 4 8 2i 
Outside districts vary, but the bulk of the fluid milk retailed would be about these 

flgnre1. !The retai:ers a.re now insisting upon 1s. per gallon for distributh·e expenses.) 

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL PRICES OF LEADING FOODSTUFFS. 
Pre·Wa.r Quality. 

Wholesale. 
1Ql4. 19'» 

s. d. 8. d. 
Iriah Eggs .................. per 100 9 0 ...... 40 0 
Ayrshire Bacon ............ per lb. 0 9! ...... S 2 
American Bacon ......... per owt. 90 0 ...... 270 0 
Butter ........................ per lb. 1 8 ...... 4 0 
Margarine .................. per owt. 80 0 ..... 168 0 
Cheese ........................ per lb. 0 6~ ...... 1 5~ .... .. 
Belfast Ham ........................ 120 0 ...... 370 0 
Corned Mutton ............ per lb. 

Retnil. 
1914. 19i0. 
9. d. 8· ~ 
1 2 per do~. 4 () 
1 1 per lb. S 8 
1 4 It s 0 
16, 44 
0 1L " 1 10 
0 8 " 1 8 
1811 46 
0611 16 
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APPENDIX VI. 

THE ~AOEDY OF HIOH PRICES. 

{Bei11g Extracts from the Budget Betu11ts.) 

The following quotations t!J<:en from the budget forms sent to the 
Committee are published for the insight lhey give into the conditions of 
life amongst large seetions e>f the we>rking class:-

(a) Inadequacy of Wages. 
" Ye>u will notice that there are lots ol ce>mmodities nussmg that we 

are in need e>f, but are unable te> ofie>rd. Te> be fed and rle>thed as we have 
" right to we>uld at least demand another £2 a week. My wages are 
£4."-J. E. 

" \\' e have not kept a detailed list e>f pre· war expenditure, but o food 
alle>wance of 30s. "per week, ga\'e us a much higher stl!lldard than 70s. now, 
and an expenditure e>f £25 pet .. annum e>n clothing did procure a far better 
quality than the £100, for besides bcirg 300 per c011t. (woollens) and 
400 per cent. (cottons) dearer, they ore very much inferior in quality."
G. T. 

" I find it a puzzle to explain to you how we ha \'C to manage, for 
1 have to work from daylight to dark to make ends meet anyhow. Mother 
and father have to go without, as I haYe fi\'e children, all und"r 13 years 
of age. "-C. T. 

" You will notice my husbnnd and myself n•·e total abstainers, also 
that my husband is a non.smoker, but it cost" consi<lernhly more than his 
weekly wage of £4, exclusive of allotment proouce. "-M. E. E. 

" We just ha,·e to do without what we cannot afford. There are 
many things I ha\'e not mentioned, as J'OU will see, but it is simply a 
case of insufficient. income to cover the cost of these. It is nn nwful worry 
t& people with ch,ildrcn, like us, and just one worker to meet all expenses." 
-A. MeG. 

" I beg to inform you that I ha~e a delicate husband who needs more 
nourishment, but, as it is, I om obliged to work te> help m11intain the 
family. His earnings would never l<eep us, nnd I should be grateful if you 
could do anything in the way of reducing the cost of living. "-l\I. J. 

"If it would be of any Yulue to you, I would point out thott while 
the cost of living has risen to 158 per cent. above pre-wnr rates, our 
ordino.ry district rate hns not reached the equivalent. Our pre-wat· rate 
was 37s. per week. It should now reach £4 J5s. 6d. approximately to 

<kee;:> pace with the rise in prioes, so we nre still lOs. 6d behind. '-M. W. 
" When getting hoots and clothes we l;ovo to go short of fooo. Many 

wee~«. without moat.' '-E. H . • 
'' I receive £3 6s. per week, and it is impossible to live e>n this amount 

properly at the present time. "-W. B. F. · 
" Eggs are out of the question. Where we used to get a costume 

c-nce a year and a suit once a year, we have to be sntisfied with one ovet-y 
two or three years. There are many things we working people could do 
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with a.nd can't get; they are above our pockets, and so we have to go 
without. "-F. R. D. a 

" \Vhen some articles of clothing are purchased, some of the foodstuffs 
Lave to be curtailed. "-T. D. 

. :· The expenditure in clothing is totally inadequate, but had to keep 
\Uthw mcome, and only possible because of good stocks-also applies to 
renewals, etc. "-T. B. • 

" On the. form I have given an accurate account of money spent, 
but owing to the high cost of living we are denied many articles which &.re 
'' necessity to keep us in health. Then, again, household requirtments 
are entirely left out as it is impossible to buy any at the present prices. 
l':>erything in the house is goiAg to rack "'ld ruin, and how they are going 
t<> be replaced, I cannot say. I am a railway platela.yer. For illustration, 
if the cost of living goes up five per cent., according to the Board of Trade 
figures, I receive ls. advance, but the aJvance is above 5s. per week to 
me and family, and as a consequence we ha>e to suffer. "-E. L. 

" For miners on the minimum it is impossible t<> live on the present 
prices. 1\Iy husband is three parts of the year on the minimum, and it 
is a struggle with the help of the boy's wages, and my taking in a little 
!•lain sewing. "-E. A. W. 0 

" Other requirements, household ute~ils, hed linen, etc., unable to 
replace. "-A. G. A. 

" This wage of" £3 16s. mJst be continuous the whole year without 
holidays to give us an existence, so you will know we can't live very well." 
--W. H. 

" Household renewals: income inadequate; these items have to be 
done without as far as possible. "-S. B. 

"I could spend a great deal more on household renewals, but my 
husband's wages will only permit me to buy what is absolutely necessary.'~ 
-A. C. G. 

" Sorry to say we ha.ve no renewAls in furniture, etc., simple reason 
we ho.ve not been able to reach them. "-G. W. 

(b) Overtime, Allotments, and Extra. Work. 
" The amount for clothing is raised by extra work-cultivation of 

allotment and sale of produce--absolutely impossible out of weekly wages; 
also luxuries and holidays are altogether barred. "-F. S. 1\I. 

" I am prevented from earning sufficent wages in six da\Ys to maintain 
the standard of living, and it is only by strict economy (and low rent) that 
I am able to give the figures attached hereto. I am only enabled to main
tnin this standard of living by working seven da.ys per week alternately, 
my wages thereby being awraged accordingly. A six-day week is payable 
at 7ls. 6d., Sunday off, malring a difference af lls. 2d. an wages."
G. A.M. 

" 1\Iy wages amount to £3 15s. per weelr, and I .hav.e to depend oil 
overtime and assistance from my parents to buy clothmg for myself and 
family, h•wing nothing left. for recreation for myself and family. ~·-M~ G. 

" Have to depend on any little overtime eomed occasionally to buy 
clothes, etc. "-P. 1\I. F. -

" I should like to rema,·k that owing to my wnges being low, and six 
in family, we have to curtaH ?ur expenditure and make ~hings go as far 
as possible. There M'e many thmgs really necessary but which I am unable 
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tc, obtain, and we have, in consequence, to go without. Further, I have 
to do other .jobs to enable me to eke out a living. "-D. A. H. 

" These figures are much in excess of plumber's wages, and income is 
made up by season visitors and wife's exertions. "-A. 

" If it wasn't for an occasional Sunday shift, the expenditure would 
requ.ire to be a gr(at deal less. "-I. A. M. 

" Personally, I couldenot afford a budget like this on the wages paid 
unless I worked overtime, and did other work, so the eight hours, n.s far 
as I am concerned, is a myth, the same as a living wage. Even then, my 
"ife h:fs to do more than usual to help us to live. You will notice in spite 
of this that the usual so-called luxuries, and some necessaries of life are 
omitted. 1\Iusic, amusements of any de~cription, holidays, and even 
haircutting, etc., are non est. "~T. B. 

" Clothing and househo!J renewals purchased by sa,·ings from allot
ments and by loans from club. "-H. T. 

" If it was not for letting a room, and working overtime occasionally, 
we should have all starved by now. "-R. H. N. 

" I find that my greatest difficulty is to provide for the following: short 
time or lock-out, ~·hich is about three weeks per year. Renewal of all 
household goods and cooking utensils. Extra provision for sickness, n.s I 
only get 50 per cent. of my mfges on the sick list, estimating two weeks 
l>er year. A week's holiday per year should be a necessity. This item would 
amount in my case to £20, but of course I cannot afford it. My spare time 
is occupied with cultivating a 50 pole allotment, doing all paintingL paper
hanging. chair and couch ntending, etc., in the house, keeping the youngsters' 
boots soled and heeled when I can do it, and doing a bit of buying 
and selling in motor cycles and their repair to e11n1 enough money to supple
ment my wuges. The clothing for wife and four youngest children is allowed 
at lOs. per week; this, although small, has to do, and often the money 
allowed for clothes and shoes has to be taken for other purposes, such as 
a sudden call out by rail, the eldest girl out of employment, the children 
l-reaking things, ete.''-"~- K. 

" l\Iy wages are £4 Os. 6d. per week, and although I get 12s. per week 
extra when on night duty e\·ery third week, and average working one 
Sunday in every three, you will find the whole of my income is swallowed 
up in purchasing the bare necessities CYf life, and oftentimes we find w& 
cannot do that to keep the children 119 we would like to see them. "-W. S. 

(c) Drawing on Savings to Maintain the Standard of Life, 
" Should like to point out the great sum that has to be spent on 

clothing, and the small amount one gets for it; for a working man who has 
a family one is never done buying in this line, and I have had to spend 
what little I brought from the army after th& war to keep up to n decent 
standard. Although every working man would like his children well 
Qducated, you will see that he must take them away against his wish sooner 
than he would do, to help the family exchequer. "-J. 0. 

"..J need hardly tell you I find it very difficult to try and manage with 
£2 2s., as 1t is all spent on food and rent. As a member CYf the Co-op. 
stores, I get a little dividend on the money I spend, which enables me to 
get a few things for the house. "-M. C. 

" In many ca.,es I have been drawing on my stock and not been able 
to replace. Few renewals in the household have been made, only those 
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absolut~ly indispensable have taken place, and also, when th: preoont 
season tickets expire, 50 per cent. is to be added. "-M. I. D. 

" Certs.in items will now have to be cut out and others greatly reduced, 
with the consequence that the children will be the greatest sufferers. Small 
items, such as buttons, cottons, mending worsteds, salt, ~pper, mustard, 
sick nursing and feeding of nurses, holidays and slllVing, pocket money, etc., 
ar& not included, as I have had to draw on and use al! my savings be"'louse 
my salary has not covered my expenses."-G. '\¥· 

" The total expenditure does not represent my income. I wish it did. 
This year I have had to spend my savings and draw upon my wife's Co-op. 
account•. It will be closer paring next year. "-L. S. • 

" Excess of expenditure Oier income partly covered by small disability 
allowance, ex-army."-W. S. D. • 

" I regret it is impossible to fill up the clothing list, because w.e have 
had to make do with all our old clothes renovated and turned inside out, for 
" very long time, and wh'lln such things as boots, etc., have to be bought, we 
have to use our dividend and bonus. Our wages are only £3 a week. The 
sh-ain of living, or making bi:>tru ends meet, is ruining the health of hundreds 
of mothers; they think first of the children and therefore suffer themselves. 
I am now waiting for the rise, which is promised in October, to pay my 
rent, etc.; I am not complaining, but giving facts whi~h I think may be 
helpful. The part I have filled in is as aeturate as I can do it. You will 
notice my luxury is my daily paper and ' Co.operati>e News,' ' Woman's 
Outlook.' "-M. T. 

"You will obsen·e that our expenditure exceeds the wages of myself and 
two children; the other income is derived from my wife's business."
C. W.B. 

(d) External A.!slstance. 
. " I may state that my income does not pay for everything from we<>.lt 
to week, as you know that a postman's wages are not of the best, and that 
if it was not for a few of our rela.tions giving us garments for the children, 
we couldn't do as we do. "-A. B. 

" Referring to clothing, we have had severfil things presented to us, 
ao this makes this item much smaUer. If everything we required was 
bought, it would cost us at least double. "-G. l\I. R. 

'' I may tell you that we are living up to the top notch of my inC<>IIm, 
and were it not for the fact tha.t I have a small income from an army 

· pension, Heaven knows how much poorer we would he off. The standard 
• is exceedingly low already. Nothing but the very necessa•ies of life can 

be purchased, apd for renewals we are dipping deeply into our small reserve. 
You will notice that we have little variety, but I can assure you these figures 
have been carefully compiled from our books. "-W. 0. 

" I wish to draw your attention to the fact that these expenses, cub as 
fine ·as possible, are not covered by the ordinary rate of carpenters' wages 
here. I have an allowance from my father for housekeeping, which covei'!J 
the difference in expenditure over income. "-E. F. l\IcD. 

(e) Examp,les of Rl!!ld Economy. • 
" Cannot estimate girls' ~lothing as I have made up all available scra~a 

and half-worn sl<irts and coats, also father's cast-off clothes for little boy ... :.,_ 
L.W. · 
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"\fe are li¥iug very economica.ll~·. and clothes would ha,·e cost more 
bad we not beeu well provided with them and ba.>t> previous to the high 
prices. Q~tality of weru·ing apparel not so good as pre-war. "-A. E. 

" Wife had one costume in 1014. Mvself one suit in HH5. Price 
£1 16s. Children hrl\'e hAd no new clothes; <'Outs, suits, etc., made up 
by wile out of old elothc-s ttre all the clonlws tlwy ha\'e had, except under
clothing. "-l\L L. J. 

"So far as Part (c)~Rcnewals- is conet·nwd, there hav<"scarccly bcon 
any renewals simply because we ha\'c no fund.> a\·ailable for them, although 
badly,,mmted, cspc'<'ially by way of tloor coverings and bed co¥erings, 
etc., but for the latter we have to utilise old rnihmy coats or drc>.scs tom 
in strips and knitted up to form coverinjj<. W nnt o. pra.m for the new 
arri\'al, but it will be a cnsc of•huving to want. "-\V. G. T. 

" It must bo tal< en into eonsidernlion thnt we nre A n•r.· ~flr<'ful frunil \'. 
I neither smoke nor rlrinl<; my wife do<'S a good de .. I of home dressm11king 
and knitting. I mend moot of the boots Rnd cln~:'· I mnst snv tltis ha< 
been essential if we u·ere to save anythin;. "-G. C.. · 

(f) Gentral Remarks. 
'" I enclose :'-!on cost of liling rcturil mndc up from our re!"ords. The 

clothing items, nltlrou~h they 'hpp~ur Jurgt•, nrc !"'ttwl, nnd duo to gre~~t 
increase in woollen ond cott<Jn goO<k Of ~ourse my snit nnd lady's dress 
will hfl\'C to last more thun 12 months, but, on the other hnnd, articles 
which do not tlgure this )·enr will bn\'e to do 60 next." 

" This is not n total expenditure, us it is so ver.'· diflicult to put in tbe 
it..ms in detail, but it is cC'rtninly on tho low side and is nt your disposal, 
public or otherwise, ns it con be proved."-V. R. 

" Is. a. week mentioned under othe.r payment.; is for lists and nppeals, 
<!tc., for women who have lost their husbands through deuth or hfl\'0 been 
inc.apooitoted for 11 length of time, etc. "luny nrti<·le;; ru·e mnde nt borne, 
such as women and g:irls' under-clothing, stocking~. ho~·s' l~:niC'kers, etc., 
which nre of great \'aluo \l'hich yet cannot be c'timated. "-H. R. 


