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No. S, R. V.-58 
From 

To 

T. T. KOTH4. V ALA, Esquire;- M.A., B.Sc., B.C.S., 
Settlement Officer, Akrani Mahal; 

District West Khandesli ; . 

. THE COLLECTOR OF WEST KHANDESH . 
' • • . • 1 ' 

· Dhulia. 

Subject.-· Original Settlement Proposals of Akrani.Mahal. 

Dhulia, 19th January _1927. 
~ . . 

I hav~ the honour to sub~t proposals for the original settlement of the 67 
surveyed villages of the Akram Mahal, to which survey rates are to be applied for 
the first time. · 

2. The survey of the Mahal was carried out under orders contained in Govern
~ent Resolut.ion No. 295 dated 15th January 1900. The survey operations becran 
m the year 1901 and were carried on till1907, by which time 67 villages had b~en 
surveyed. . The survey of the remaining 79 villages was held over indefinitely as 
it was pointed out that the benefits derived from the survey would not be co=en
surate with the expenditure and the time spent on subjecting these hilly tracts to 
the operations of measurement and classification. 

3. -The settlement of these surveyed villages was not taken in hand till last· 
year as it was. thought that it would not be proper to disturb the old scale and 
fashion of collecting land revenue which were congenial to the administration of 
the wild aboriginal tribes cultivating these regions.· · 

4. The Akarni Mahallies. to the North-West ofthe District beyond the pre-
B da . cipitons walls of the Satpuras, which separate it from the 

oun nes Taloda Taluka to its south. It is bounded on the East 
by the Barwani State and on West by the Kathi estate while to the North,of the 
Mahal flows the Narbada heyond which lie the states of Mathwar and Rewa 
Kantha. , 

5. The 67 villages which are to be settled lie to· the east of the Mahal,. betwe~n 
the Tinshamal and Asthamba Ranges, and form a fairly compact pear-shaped tract 
with the apex to the south. . 

6. Barring a few villages along the Narbada the tract to be settled is the 
. ~ F most level portion of .. this ;mountaint:ms regtf\>n. Some 

Physic ••turea level patches are found round about Dhadgaon. Very 
few villages have all their fields level. As we proceed from this central pleateau the 
ground beoomes more and more broken up till down south, after Mundvani Budruk 
the surface is so crumpled up that hardly a field is fairly level and agriculture 
dwindles down to cultivating undulating patches of soil separated by rude hillocks 
or rocky streams. At Astamba-. the extr~me ~outh-the major portion of cultiva~ 
tion is along the terraced shoulders of h1gh liills. The plateau breaks up rather 
suddenly to the West along the line formed by Murukh. Khur~ M~dalvad, 
Survani and Nandalwara, whence, after a steep descent, It contmues m huge 
wrinkles along a series of low ranges which continue to the .Kathi estate. 

7. No big river passes through the tract, the upper plateall of which is drained 
by the Qdai river and the lower western part by the Khad ·~tream. Both these 
discharge into the ~arbada a~ter very to~uons ?O~ses. _They do not ~ow thr~:mgh
ont the year. Durmg the raJns the flow IS torrentral while for the :p:laJor portiOn of 
the year it shrinks to a thin dribble from pool to pooL 

s. It is necessary to consider the physical features in detail as they form an 
important factor in the formation of the groups. . 

. 9. The soil varies considerably and there are all shades from the rich black 
. soil of Roshmal and Dhanaja to the thin layer of earth 

Soli which cannot yield crops mote than once in four years. 
Even in a village, soil varies considerably in a comparatively· .co:nfi:ned area~ 

Mo·ca 1-1 
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It might be fairly dark and rich along the bed of a nala and tail off to the pale 
yelJ.ow " barad " on the neighbouring. hillock. 

10. The black soil is fertile and retentive of moisture !J,nd can bear good crops. 
Last year the enterprising patil of Rosbmal grew cotton-· reported to be the first 
time in history-and got a good crop but the scarcity ·of labour due to the sparse 
population made the experiment unremunerative. Most of. the _soil is murumy 
darkish brown, well fitted for bajri. and jowari which are extensively cultivated • 

. If. Rain is recorded at. DhS:dga9D. only. · Appendix. A gives the required 
. ·. · information .. The rainfall; on. tlie average, is 30 inches 

Rainfa.ll . and is usually assured and seasdri~J.ble. It is, heavier 
along the high ranges of Tinshamal and A.stamba. Record beyond 1911 is not 
available. During the last 15 years there have been . only three lean years-
1911, 1918 and 1925-all due to a failure of late rains .. Last year though it rained 
well in June there was hardly any fall after July. Absence of serious faniine has 
made the people indifferent to economical habits of saving against calamities and 
creating credit through savings. · . 

12. Two' handicaps have' retarded the development of the' Mahal, bad com-
• Cii . munication and bad climate. Appendix Z shows the 

• mate number of patients trea,ted at the dispensary opened at 
Dhadgaon in 1920:·. Last year 1,172 patients were l;reated out of l2,982, the total 
.J:lopulation of tP,e Mahal. The figure becomes more· eloquent when the natural 
antipathy of a Bhil to go to a dispensary for treatment is realised. He has his own 
herbs, l).nd has a greater faith in the potency ·of witchcraft and ill propitiating a 
particular deity who wrathfully inflicts;diseases on him. · · 

13. The filthy habit of housing the cattle in the ,same buildiug.accounts for 
· the prevalence of skin diseases. The climate is unhealthy dming the rains and in 
·the cold weather, when the whole area. suffers from malaria of a very malignant 
type. It would not be surprising if malaria was .found to. be a great drag on the 
progress of civilization,. even after the country has been developed by improved 
communications. · Inhabitants of the plains dread the fever infested atmosphere of 
the .A.krani and do not remain there any longer than is necessary while Government 
-servants look upon a transfer tu the Mahal as a punis~ent. 

14. · Appendix B gives the grosa cropped area and the area under each of the 
Cr d ulti ti principal crops. The figure,s are all " N azarbandi " i. e., 

· ops an • va on · eye-estimate ; they. ·should not be 1 presse~ too hard. 
They only. give a rough idea about the distribution of crops. Bajri, jowari and 
maize are the principal crops and are extensively cultivated ill the more level areas 
round about Dhadgaon. Near the hill ranges where the soil is lighter and the 
rainfall heavier, these give place to coarser hill millets of which barti and. mor are 
the principal, . . · 

. 15. Even ill a village the distribution of crops is peculiar. Rice is cultivated 
ill the few water logged acres ill the bed of the valley. In the Akrani there are no 
Tegular village8. A f~w huts cluster ill the centre of cultivable or .cultivated areas, 
the official' village beillg the " Patol " or where the Patel has his house. Maize · 
is preferably grown round·about the huts,. that beillg usually the best part of the 
field and easily watched and manured. Manuriug is done by the simple method 
of throwing ill discrimina.tely the daily dung round about the house. The agri
cultural philosophy of the Bhil and Pawra·of the Akrani is just to get sufficient 

· to feed upon with the minimum of labour. Beyond the fields of maize comes
the zone of average land where jowari and bajri, the staple foods, are grown ancl 
lastly some rough D?-illets on the still poorer lands. . _ 

16. _ CUltivation is of the crudest kind, the only implement usually used being 
a light plough draW)l hy two bullocks. Seeds are usually scattered by the hand. 
As the rainfall-is not. very heavy continuous weeding is. unnecessary except for a. 
short time in August. . · 
- 17 .. It is ohvious that with sufficient labour, cultivation could improve sub
s~nt~ally.. Plenty· ?f I?anure. !s available but no effort is made to improve the 
soil e1the!' by manurmg 1t or raiSmg tals. I haye seen more labour put illto poorer_ 
soils ill. the hilly regions of Sa tara. . · · · 
. 18. Las~ year was a lean year. I told them that had they ouilt tals and 
consE~rved mOlbture they would have got better crops. The unsophisticated answer 



3 

was" What does_ it matter! This year we put a little more water in our porridae . 
. and that fills our stomachs almost as well. " · " 

19. Pop~ation_being sparse, plenty of cultivable fallow is available As 
soon as a c~t1vator finds that h!l is e;iliausting the land he shifts to another patch. 
The best soil-usually und~r m_aiZe-. IS ~he only portion that is cultivated year after 
year. For the. others c!lltivat1on 1S shifted on the slightest pretext. Having but 

_ a_ neb~o~ n?t10n of Pf!.Va~ prop?rty they find ·it easy to yield to the primitive 
noma:diC m~tmct a_nd _at tmes shift a whole bunch of huts to ~ropitiate any witch 
that IS part1c~arly nast:t ~nd has caused a· C(>uple of deaths m succession. The 
e:ff~ct of these propelisities on a~culture is . obvious. Seldom will any one 
deligently try to Impro':e a field which he may g~.ve up at any time. · 

20. _ There is Jio irrigation either by pats or wells. The liquor shop-k~eper 
Irrigation _ at. Roshmal, who has some land, has sunk· a well and 

· - . -. __ tnes to grow better crops, but the experiment is too recent-
to draw any conclusions from. . . - . _ 

21. Shut up by-the serrated_ Satpura ranges, the tract is greatly hampered 
· Comlilunioations by lack of communications. Trade trickles in by a couple 

of thin mountainous foot-paths. The· J>rincipal routes 
are the Taloda-Dhadgaon Road over the· precipitous· Chands.eli -Ghat and. the 
Dhadgaon-Shahada track which trails over the mountains from Dara to Mandvi. 
The former links Dhadgaon with Taloda, its principal hazar 26 miles away, and· 
the latter with Shahada another market about 40 miles away. "These are the only 
outlets this remote region has to the valley of the Tapti. Of lesser importance _ 
are the- paths leading from Dhadgaon to the Narbada about 16 miles away at 
Domkhedi and Bhusa and from Dhadgaon to Kathi 'and Toranmal. ·Most of these 
are nothing )Jeyond mountainous paths good enough for the agile· Bhil and the 
pack donkeys which carry the exports and the .imports. · 

22. Want of communications hampers the development of this rigion. There 
are·extensive stretches of second class-timber and bamboo, .of considerable value, 
waiting to be brought to market at Nandurbar or to the ~arbada t? flo~t do~ to . 
the markets along its banks. Nandurbar the nearest railway station IS 40 miles 
from Dhadgaon. ·' 

23. Carts are·:unknown except for one at Dliadgaon which carries liquor from 
the distillery to the shop half a mile away and another made by the _Missionaries 
of Mundalvad.by requisitioning the iro1;1 wheels of a scrapped mowing machine. 

24. There are two fairs in the tract, ass~ciated in each case With religious 
-custom. One on the peak of Asthamba Hill where no 

Fairs and Bazars hazar is held and the other at Dhadgaon where there is 
a poor hazar: A fair is also held at Toranmal but that too hardly has any influence 
on the economic ~e of the people. · 

25. There are no bazars in_ the tract. The principle hazar is that at ~aloda 
and it iS this market which mainly absorbs the surplus product of Akram and 
exchanges it for the commo?:ities supplying the simple needs of the people. The 
other hazar is Shahada. · . . - . __ 

26. Inquiries with local officers and others elicit the following figiiTes of 
exports and imports in a year from the market at Taloda-

Na.me of 
article 

Bajri 
Dhavli 
Udid 
Sesame 

. Rosha oil 
Jowari 
Mango 
Charoli 
Tolambi 

Total 

.. 

'-. ... 

To Name of 
Taloda article 

· Rs. 
3,000 Wheat 
1,500 -Rice 

550 Salt-
500 Onions 

4,000 Chillies .. 
350 Masala 

1,000 Sugar & Gul 
1,000 Tobacco •• 

200, : Cloth 

- 12,100 -

From 
Taloda 

Rs. 
500 
200 
300 
300 
250 
100 

75 
200 

4.000, 
---

5,925 



The figures. are necessarily approximate but are relill;ble e~ough to show that 
after selling their surplus corn and natural produce, the inhab1tants not only have 
sufficient to spend on their aecessities but have an excess which they spend on their 
one luxury~. Besides this, the people in a year buy about 250 head of cat.tle 
valued at Rs. 8,750 and sell about 500 valued at Rs. 22,000 the surplus being 
homebred. This is done . without any apparent expenditure, as grazing is free. 
Ap_Pendix I sho'Ys the rates of corn preva~g ~ Akrani. They are not very . 

. . rehable... The pnces are ruled by those obtammg m Taloda and the surplus· corn 
available loQ&lly. . . 

27. There are no industries beyond 42 cotton hand looms worked by Mahars 
d . who produce coarse cloth from imfi.~~ted yarn and sell it 

·Commerce and In ustr•es for local consumption. The dist · g of.R9sha oil is 

another crude industry. 
28. Commerce consists mainly of selling surplus corn and pandy and natural 

produce like mangoes, charoli and mhowra seeds. Want of easy transp9rt 
hinders the sale of fodder and fuel. A very lucrative business is buying cheap, 
young cattle from the bazars of Malwa and after they are fattened on the free grass, 
selling them at good prices in the bazars along the Tapti. · 

.. 29. Appendix E shows the numb~r. of looms and liquor shops. Th,ere are 
four.Jiquor shops with the following average sales for the last five years:-. 

Shop No. of gallons 
aqld 

· Amount· 
realised 

Rs . 
. Ururani • • 8,950 13,425 
· Murukh 5,528 8,292 
Blianoli •• • • 3,101 4,652 
Kakrpati • • • • 4,035 · 6,112 

SO. There has been no regular census of live stock as V. F .. XV has not been 
:u · · d D d ~ k maintained. · In 1924 some· infonnation was. collected 
.· vean •• • 

00 
· to levy grazing fees and that has been made available 

' in Appendix D. The figures are urneliable as 3,000 bullocks would not be 
sufficient for 1,850 ploughs ; besides th~ · young stock is omitted. As has bee\l 
observed this young stock is a valuable asset. to the agricultuml prosperity of the 
tract, being bought cheap in. Nemar. grazed free and used or sold at a profit in the 

. lia:zars of Khandesh. . . · . • · 
. 31. There are 1,609 k:hatedars. The return shows almost an average of a 

pair of bullo. cks, and over a plough, per khatedar. This Shows. that the khatedars 
have the stock they want. · · · ··· · · . · 

. 32. The ploughs ai:e light and crude and of local m~mrlact:.Jre and do not 
furrow very deep. ~ 

33. The immobility of labour combined with the 11:atural indolence of the 
w · people· makes the labour problem interesting. Were 

ages the soil well cultivated tliere would not be sufficient 
labour available to obtain the maxinlum out of it. The only experiment attempte<l, 
for a cotton crop failed as labour was not available to pick it. The little labour 
put in during weeding and harvesting .is paid at the rate of annas two, with one 
meal per head. This is low compared to the 6 to s annas charged from GOvern
JP.ent. The low private wages are probably due to the clan system of.these moun-· 
~inQus people. They work for each othe~ just for the food and drink. ·. 

· 34. Saldari system so extensively adopted in the plains is unlrno'Wn.. ThiEl 
species of slavery would be incompatible with their notions of sylvan freedom and 
indolence. · · · 

35. Except a few ·Ma.~ the . population consists of Bhils and· Pawras 
• Population "!hose _Jargon of a mixture of Gujrati, Marathi and Hindi 
. · . . proclaliDS t~em to b~ the remnanta of vanquished races 

dnven to the hosp1ta~~y and protection of. this :~;ude land by the oppression and 
. terror of the conquenng hord~ who estab~hed themselves on the fertile V!llleys 
of the. Narbad.a .and the Tap~.· N.aturally- .mdolent, they hav~ ~one nothing fot. 
ce!lt}llles except JUSt carry on J,ife;1V1th a 1UlllllllUI11. of Wllnts reqwnng a, .still Sll1.alle:r . 
m•mmmn of eftort, · ' · · · ., · · · · 
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. ~6. Fro~ their lands they expect sufficient to feed them keepina the ma ·or 
portron. ~f ther~ produce for their own consumption and barte;in the ~est for s~lt 
and_ chillies or m a bumper year for the very few clothes the ~e uire As the 

· hal>1ts of t~ese people are reflected on the state of agriculture I~ad:; en ;mies into 
the domestrc bud~et of ~bou: a hundred families with the following res~ts. 
• ~7 · The agnc~ttmst lives 011 or as near his land as water facilities allow 
ll!l huts made by hlmSe~. o11t of bamboos. Most of the huts are thatched but th~ 
rtcher and more enterpr~smg pers@ns now have them tiled, not because a tiled roof 
affords a better prote?twn, but becau_se it saves the trouble of renewing-the thatch 
repeatedly. The family usually c!'nsists of five persons and to support them he 
takes up on ~h~ average _land _cultrvated by 1·4 ploughs. On the average he sows 
5. seers of baJrr, 7. seers J?warr, 5 seers marze, 3 seers burti, 3 seers mor, I! seers 
rwe. The. quaniaty vanes according to locality. Seeds are seldom purchased. 
They are ?rther borr.owed or preserved and so no expenditure is incurred. Bullocks 
. cos~ n?t~g for therr up~eep as grazing is free in all revenue waste numbers and no 
gra~ rs gtv~n to the annuals. Ploughs and ropes are usually made at home the 
Quly cost ?emg on the average about 6 annas for a plough-share from Taloda and 
.anna,s 2 pres 6 for ropes. 

. 3S. The fam~y helps in cult~vation. Outside labour is requisitioned. for a 
!ew d~ys ~or weed1ng a?-d ~arvestmg. The average cost per family for labour, 
mcluding the food S?-p~lied, IS Rs. 3. On the average the khatedar pays Rs. 2-7-Q 
:as. assessment. ThiS IS aU the expense the agriculturist has to incur on agricul
ture. Out. o_f the produce he k~eps 11;ll the grain he requires and sells on the 
average baJn worth Rs. 6-5-0, ]Owarr worth Rs. 7-13-0, maize worth Rs. 5-2-0 
bim~i woTth 13 anna.s, mor worth Rs. 1-9-0 and, ~ice worth 7 annas and 6 pies: 
~srdes these h~ obtams about R_s. 4-3-0 from sellmg mangoes, Rs. 3. from selling 
mhowra flowers, Re. 1 from charoli, Rs. 2-5-Q from Government or pnvate labour 
·and Rs. 6-12-0 from cattle.. · 

39. The expenses of the family come to Rs. 12 for clothes, Rs. 1-11-0 for 
ornaments,_Rs. 5 for liquor, annas 12 for pots, Rs: 1-11-0 for salt, annas 9 for 
chillies, anna.s 8 for spices; annas 10 for onions and Rs. 1-6-0 for tobacco. 

40. These figures give a rough idea about the habits of the people and. what 
they expect from agriculture. The Akrani cultivator expects that his land should 
feed him, pay tor the few expenses of agriculture and leave him enough surplus to 
·bring salt, chillies, spices, onions, tobacco and a few clothes. If all this is obtained 
he believes lie has had a good year. From the sale of mangoes, charoli, etc., which 
he gets free, he buys his one and only luxury-liquor. The Akranis live for liquor. 
From the first drink the new bom baby has at christening, to the last " wake " 
when the farewell drink is poured down the stiff throat of the dead man, there is 
hardly a function or a -ceremony in which liquor does not play a prominent if not 
the only part. Even to the women, the luxury of ornaments is subordinate to th!l 
luxury of drink. 'J:hey hardly iny_est anyt~~ in. ornar.D.en~s ex<lept to buy a few 
beads and heavy brass anklets which are remllllscent of the trmes when they loaded 
the legs of a looted bride to prevent her escape. For unfore§een expenses such as 
a death or a marriage in the family, the cultivator usually resorts to selling his 
.-cattle. He always keeps them in reserve as. that costs him nothing. ~ossess~on 
.of cattle is almost the only outward expresswn of weal~h. The proprrety of m
~uding proceeds of sales f~om man&oes, mhowra,_ charoli and cattle mar :well· be . 
questioned. But in Akraru, possessron of land gtves the occupan~ a prrVIlege to 
collect mhowra and charoli and grow mango trees wherever he likes and graze 
hls cattle free and these having distinct marketable value must be taken into account 
in assessing the agricultural prosperity as the profit is derived through the natural 
powers of th~ land. 

. 41. Appendix X gives the number of ~irtbs a:na deatbs r.ecorded. !luring the 
last 15 years. Though no stress can be lard onthe figures tliey show that the 
population is >On tb.e increase. _ . _ . . •. 
. ~2. The population of the 67 VJllages ·IS 8,42~ With 1;609 khateda.rs. This 

works out at .one person in five bemg a khatedar which means that practrcally the 
hell-d of every family is .an agriculturist and owns l:;tnd.. The Forest Depa~ment 
give8 ;14, 795 acres as . being. under the plough. This mtght. be an under e~trmate 
because~ if correct, it would mean a hol~g of 9 ·1 ~l).cres .of thiS land supportmg five 
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· persoiiS ins purely agricultural tra:ct. The survey figures of cultivable land, which 
includes fallow due to rotation, is 38,481 acres, and approximates a more reasonable 
holding. 

43. The people are simple, inoffensive, timid, honest and crude but listless, 
indolent and superstiti~ given to drink ~d telling the. truth. An abstract idea 

· is almost incomprehensible to them. Therr la.n~ge lS all concrete and .e':en 
figures do not go beyond 2()-.the number of therr fingers and toes. They live 
almost entirely on agriculture or the produce of their land. .c 

44. The people are mostly illiterate. There are two schools, one maintained 
by the Local Board at Dhadgaon which has an average 

E~e&tion. attendance of 12 pupils and the other maintained by the . 
Swedish Mission at Mundalvad with an average attendance of 30 pupils. Girls do 
not receive any education, except a few at the mission school. 

· 45. Private ownership in land is not recognised in the Akrani Mahal. There is 
. a flat rate of 4 annas per acre on any land the agriculurist 

Sales and Leases. cultivates in a year. In practice, the best lands have · 
been under cultivation hereditarily by particular families 

for such long periods that ownership in them is executiv~ly recognised and no one 
else is allowed to take them up unless the old owner definitely relinquishes the 
plot. The injustice of the present system wbich penalizes the cUltivation of in
ferior lands is too obvious to. need comment. It ta.xes poor lands out of ·cultivation 
·and retards expansion of the cultivated area. 

46. There are no sales or leases, and appendices G and H are blank. On 
account of this the most important factor which guides a Settlement Officer 1s 
missing:' There are no· data to show how the cultivator values his land and how 
he assesses it himself. Owing to the absence of information regarding the value 
of land or profits of agriculture, the net assets of the land holder eannot be 
ascertained and grouping and rates have to be arrived at a.fter various circuitous 
collSideratiollS. · 

47. Ordinarily the maximum rate ought to_ be one-half the rental value of 

Rate. 
the land. This being not available, the rates have been 
fixed after .considering the incidence of the present rates, 

the rates fu:ed in the adjoining Kathi Estate and on similar lands in the surrounding 
Shahada and Taloda talnkas. 

· 48. The past revenue history, ·the present condition of the agricultural 
classes, the state of the re~on and of cultivation, the prices of produce, the amoimt 
of present realization and its effect on the people, the probable effect of the graduated 
assessment on the more advanced and richer cultivators and the fact that there 
is no immediate quantitative relation between the tax paid by the individual and 
the service rendered to him by the state have afforded the chief ground work for 

-determining the rates and modulating them so that the tract can bear them with 
ease. The principal consideration has not been an enhancement of assessment but 
the fixation of a fair and graduated demand instead of an incongruous flat rate on 
all the lands in all the villages. It is true that with the depreciation in the value 
of the rupee alone the tract can bear a slight enhancement but the present unchanged 
tax having been amortized does not make itself felt as it has merged into the family 
budget and the standard of living. In fixing a graduating scale of assessment the 
average of which approximates the flat rate at present levied on the average lands, 
the richer land owned by the better classes will naturally be heavily assessed ev(m 
though the average be not raised, so a deliberate enhancement of assessment would 
increase the tax on the richer land disproportionately. 

49; _Besides, in theory the .assessment is the sum that may normally be 
collected m a normal sea.B?n .. Even though fortunately the. income ovt of which the 
assessment has to be paid does not fluctuate enormously as the vagaries of the 
mollSo_on are not ac?-te, the Akrani has as yet no notion of regarding a good year 
as an lllSurance agalllSt a lean one, but only considers it as a fitting occasion for a 
~arger expenditure. He would have no priv~te savings to pay a heavy assessment 
m a lean year, nor would he have an;r credit to borrow on such occasions. The 
money lender does not and cannot exlSt in tlte Akrani except in a couple of villages 
where th~ •vealthier 'patils advance money. · 
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50. . There is no pressure on lan:d. The little there is, is due to paucity of 
alternative em~loyments and the .rooted aversion and distaste for any regular 
labour. All this .would tend to dr1ve out the cultivators from richer lands ii the 
assessment were mcreased beyond the bare necessities of equity. · . 

51. Considering all this, it is recommended that the maximum rate for the 
best la~ds round about Dhadg.aon which have certain advantages and have been 
formed mto group I should be 12 annas and of the remaining portion i.e. group II 
8 annas. • • • 

· 52 ... T~e rise from. 4 annas to 1.2 .annas cert~inly appears to b.e stupendous, 
but cons1der~g all the mrcumstances 1t 1s very eqmtable. The rise will affect only 
a few very nch ·and level survey numbers in Dhadgaon Roshmal Harankhuri 
and Dhanaj~. '1}1~ soil here ~ deep black and can and has produced~ good crop of 
cotton. This soil m the plams would have a maximum rate of about Rs. 3. 
Ev~n her~ good land is so little that in no village does the average go beyond 4 annas 
9 p1es while.t~e average for the whole group is as low as 3 annas 5 pies, i.e., lower 
than the eXlStmg flat rate of annas 4 per acre. 

53. Compared to the rates of villages surrounding this tract, 12 annas as the 
maximum rate will not be found to be too high. Kothar, the nearest village in 
the Taloda Taluka just at the foot of the ranges, has the maximum rate of Rs. 1-2-0 
with an average rate. ef annas 5 per acre. In comparison to the land in the first 
group of Akrani that of Kothar is decidedly inferior though it has the advantage· 
of very close proximity to the hazar at Taloda. In the Shahada. Taluka in the 
Nagziri Forest village just below the Akrani Mahal, the flat assessment for better 
soil is 8 annas and for inferior 4 annas per acre, giving an average of 5 a.nnas 1 pie 
p~ acre. Even here the soil is inferior and approximates that in the second group. 
In the adjoining revenue village Chirde the maximum rate is Re. 1 with an average 
assessment of 9 annas 3 pies per acre. All these villages are very well off as regards 
proximity to bazars and markets and communications. Carts make their transport 
e:J.sy and cheap. In the Kathi estate which has the autbandi system of assessing 
land, lands similar to those round about Dhadgaon are assessed at Rs. 6-8-0 per 
plough. Local inquiries showed that on the average they have 10 to 12 acres 
under one plough. Even at 12 acres the average assessment comes to 8 ·annas 
8 pies per acre, though they are in many ways worse off as the market is a long way 
off and communication is poor. · 

54. Thus it is evident that the maximum rate of 12 annas giving a.n average 
of 3 annas 5 pies for the group is .no.t high. !'>-s there are no ga~thans .in the Akr~ni . 
there will hardly be any depreciation for distance from the village m calculatmg. 
the anna prat and so for the .fe"'! best survey- ~umbers the assess!ll~nt will be 
about 9 annas an acre. As this lS a substant1almcrease over the eXlstmg rate of 
4 annas an acre, raising the maximum rate above 12 a.nnas would be a great hard
ship to many khatedars. · 

55. Taking the best land in Dhadgaon, Roshmal, Harankhuri and Dhana.ja as 
the standard, group I has been formed of 26 villages "'!hich have certain advantages 
of communications, rainfall, physical features and distances from Taloda, the only 
hazar. 

56. The remainina 41 villages are formed into a l)econd group as thev do not 
have the same ameniti;s. Their maximum rate.is fixe~ at 8 ~nnas. Th~ average 
Tate per acre for the whole group is 2 annas 1 p1e and m no village does 1t exceed 
2 annas 10 pies. 

57. Appendix Y shows the villages in each group and the average assessment 
per. acreper village. · · · 

. 58. The effect of this will be to consolida~e good holdings wher~·assessment 
is heavv and leave a considerable fringe of medium and poor lands Wlth rates low 
enough' to attract and settle new comers. 
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59. The advantages and disadvantages the tract ha~ are ap
1
parentlhy sto unif?rm 

that at first there is a temptatiOn to ump t e raot mto 
Grouping. one group; But observation reveals that some villages 

have more advantages than others. · 

60. The main factors for consideration ~n grouping are co~unications, 
distance fro~ Taloda-. the main hazar-physical features, _and ~amfa~.. As. the 
'most noticeable variations are in physical features the tract IS mainly diVIded mto 
groups homogeneous as to physical characteristics and SOJ?-6 villages ar~ added or 
removed for other advantages or disadvantages. Appendix Y shows this for each 
village. 

61. The tract has a central fairly flat plateau round about Dhadgaon which 
crumples up into hillocks and ravines as we procee_d to the nort~-ea.st and south, 
while to the west beyond the Nandalwada Jamanva1 Mundalvad hne It drops down 
precipitously and continues broke~. Th~ central. plateau ha~ great. advantage~. 
·The ground is flat and the fields are readily access~bJe and easily cultivated. This 
is roughly group No. I.· The group has the additiOnal advantage of good com
munication as all roads radiate from Dhadgaon. Where trade is entirely carried on 
foot or by pack animals, accessibility is an advantage. To the agile inhabitants, a 
couple of miles more or less hardly makes any difference but the traders who come 
.from Taloda have a natural tendency to keep to the roads. This gives the inhabi
tants of villages along the roads- the advantage of better competition. 

,62. The main bazar being Taloda, distances from it co~nt and on that account 
villages to the extreme north, along the Tinshamal ranges, come in the second 
·group, as they are over 30 miles from Taloda. · 

63. The heavy rainfall along the high ranges to the_north and. south, though 
an advantage on account of the more assured monsoon IS also a disadvantagq as 
.the coarser grains which can stand it have a less marketable value. This also makes 
two groups necessary. 

64. All this broadly shows how the two groups_ are planned. Often where 
a particular village has· equal advantages and disadvantages, the rate to be fixed 
is tested by the aggregate demand instead of the aggregate by the rate, and a 
fair figure arrived at. 

65. The villages shown below are on the central plateau. Their fields are 
· fairly flat and easy of cultivation and they lie along the Group I. 
roads that radiate from Dhadgaon and are about 

25 miles from Taloda. They naturally form the first group, as they enjoy all the 
advantages the tract can afford. 

Ambari. Chondwad Khurd. 
Bhujgaon. Dhadgaon. 
Bilbarpada Danaja Budruk. 
(of E:amod Khurd). Dhavidipada. 
Bugwada Budruk. Harankhuri. 
Bugwaca Khurd. Jamunwai. 
Chondwad Budruk. Kharda. 

Kusumveri. Sumane. 
Mankhedi. Survani. 
Mundalvad. Tembla. 
Nandalvad. Umbrani Budruk. 
Navegaon. Umbrani Khurd. 
Palkha. Varphalia. 
Roshmal Budruk. · 

The remaining villages whic~ fringe this plateau form t~e second group. They 
Group II. are so crrcumsta~ced that the cultivators are handicapped 

on account of distance from Taloda their market or 
lands ~eing _cut up cultivation is difficult,_ or are ~ot along main roads, or have 
excessive ramfall where only coarser grams floUl'lsh. Appendix Y shows the 
advantage or the disadvantage each village has. 

66. The eff~cts of these proposals on the land revenue cannot be estimated. 
At present a cult~vator does not pay .the cess on all the land in his possession .but 
only on the portion ~e actually ~tivates. ~e does not restrict himself to any· 
survey number and his actual cultivated holding was found in many cases to be 
o~t of two or tiu:ee s~ey nuJ?-bers. With the introduction of these proposals he 
will have to restrict his posse~s10n to the land he can or hopes to cultivate according 
~o survey numbers. Presummg the figure of area cultivated in each village accord
mg to th~ Fore~ Depart.ment ~o be correct (Appendix Y, Col. 3) and that the best 
Ian~ available m each village IS under the plough there ought to be an increase in 
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· the land revenue which will. go on expanding as the poorer land now light~ 
assessed is also taken up. . 
. 67. , .AB the, effec~ of the settlement canriot be forecasted with precision, there 
IS an obv1ous temptat10~ to shorten tb.e period of guarantee. But as Government 
have the poweratanyt1meto reduce the rates if found unduly heavy-which I do 
not think will happen as the assessment has been . calculated and checked per 
survey number-and as a longer period will produce a feeling of greater security 
through a stabilization of the demand, it is recommended that the guarantee 
should be for the usual period of 30 years. · · 

68. The rates of the period of guarantee do not. apply_to non~agriculturallands. . 
69. I venture to conclude with a remark on.a point which forms the subject 

of a separate report. Government Notification No. 9383 dated 28th June 1926, 
Revenue Department, makes the provisions of section 73-A of the Land Revenue 
Code applicable to, the 67 villages and private ownership in land is recognised 
for the first time in the Akrani. With the introduction of the settlement a more 
specialised form of land revenue administration will be imported, and if the settle
ment is to be a success· and the poor cultivator is to derive the benefit from the 
new sliding scale of assessment, the present simple mode of administration through 
Forest Guards should be replaced by expert Revenue Administration through 
Talatis and Mahalkaris. Without trying to be captious I might mention that when 
checking the existing forms, I seldom found that. the forester had kept his few 

· records up to date. AB has been seen, hardly any information is available and 
where available the figures are often unreliable. Paucity of information has added 
considerably to the difficulties of formulating the present proposals and unless 
matters improve, the difficulty will be aggravated when the settlement is to be 
revised. Looking to the condition of the Mahal the present administration is not 
to blame. Perhaps it has been· an improvement on the primitive ~evenue a~~ 
istratiori from which it took over, and considering the inhospitable tract and the 
wild people it has had to deal with it, has carried on the administration of a new 
department well. But if the object of the settlemen~ is to reco~e .and develop 
a proprietary right in land for settling a backward ~gncultural populati~n, th.en the 
initial steps require careful and intelligent supeiVlSion by officers tramed m that 
branch of administration. 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

T. T. KOTHAVALA, 
Settlement Officer, Akrani Mahal, 

West Khandesh. 
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APPENDIX A 

RainjaU reiXYffleiL at Dhadgatm, District W ut . K~nduk 

Eulyraln AD-D llonaooa, :aronsooill, Lotemno 
XbarU Babl (16 (!2ad Octo- Total (lstJ""":K: (lith AprU (ithluaeto . A~to · m to stat to10thA ) to41hluae) l(tb Auguot) 21at ber) l)ecomber) 

:ran ~ llalnJ llalnJ llalnJ ~-

~ FaD dafl FaD days_ FaD da)'l FnD 

------- ~ 
Incheo No. IDcbes No. - No. - l!o. laebeo l!o. laebeo 

.. .. 1'21 B 11'79 28 a·eo 18 .. .. 16'841 88 

.. .. .. .. 19'81 9B o·<O 16 8•88 2 19•87 49 
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o·zz s 0'61 B 2'/•25 ft 10"90 27 o·u I 19•48 75 
t·u 6 0•7f 3 u·ss 37 7•<8 16 .. ., 27•11 02 .. .. .. .. BI·l S3 11•6 20 .. .. 82•6 IS .. .. o·a 1 7•61 so n·u B8 0"18 1 18•15 66 
1'S8 7 .. .. u·u 28 0'10 7 .. .. 28•2S <0 .. .. .. .. 8•18 S8 so·s 48 o·u 1 28•28 82 .. .. , .. • u·ao .. -1·46 12 1'07 7 28•67 71 

1---1---- -- ---0•06 1'78 0'79 2•2 16'07 36'1S 1o·os 21•67 0•77 1'4 3o·o 88•!8 

llemnrb 
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APPENDIXB 

. Deta'"ls of Cultivation and Orops in t~ 67 Villages of the Alcmni Mahal in Taloda Taluka of the W ut 
· Khandesh Gollectorate 

5 
.,. 
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= .. 
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.. 

.. 
. 

Cultivated and Uncultivated Area . • Croxa (Details ot Column 2) 
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i 15 
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• Are 1l.gurea suppUed by t~ Forest Department and may not be reliable. 

APPENDIX D 

Agricultural stock of Government Villages in Alcrani Malia! in Ta!oda Talulca of West 
· .KhanWih District 

·--
No.o{ No. of No. of No. of No. of No. of 

No. of Villages Bullocks ~ Cows He-Buf!a.- She-Buf!a.- Horses Goats 
loes loes . 

r 2 3 4 5 6 7 
. 

67 3,067 2,944 48- 378 69 1,110 

. ' 

APPENDIX D-oontd. 

. - No. of Plough No. of Carta 
.. • 

Total No. of Remark a 
Cattle 

.Large. 
Fbr Passen- For produce 

Small - gers and goods . . -
8. 9 lo 11 12 13 

7,616 1,857 .... .1 2 .... 

~ 
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, 
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~" 

88 

.. 
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-The standard form JB slightly altered as all information JB not available. 
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APPENDIX E 

Shops, Industries, etc., in the.· Vtllages of tke .Akran\MaluU, Tal'Uka Talod<J 
•' 

Llqnor 
Shops on Cotton - Looms 

------

• .. 02 

'District 

1 

Aktani Mahal in 
West Klumdeoh 

Rand Industrlee 

GIM Gills Looms Looms . Woollen I Silk -,- --
.. I .. .. . . . . .. . . 

I 

ABSTRACT OF APPENDIX F 

Details 

2 

For irrigation 

For drinking supply of hum&ll 
beings but nnt fnr irrigation •• 

For ostt!o &nd washing and othe 
purposeo,etc. .. . .. 

In dlauss . .. •• 

Wells, Bhndkis 
&nd the like 

3 4 

1 

21 

6 21 

-.ll--
llk:e Cotton Steam 011 

H111k1Dg - .Pumpo nnglne 
Mocblne Pumps 

.. -.--

. . .. .. .. 

Tanks ether Sources 

5 6· 8 

1---1---1---:---1- -
Totals .recorded at the previous 

settlements . • • . • . 

• 
APPENDIX r· 

·. 

' . ' 

Prices prevalent in (fie .Ahrani Malzal in Taloda Taluka from 1920-21 to 1925-26 (as 
plottea in tke accompanying Diagram) 

.. 
. .. -' 

Beare of 80 ToJas per ~upee and Chlla.tak:=-6 Tola8 
Years 

· Jawarl Bajrl Wheat Gram !lice Bartl Ml1fJe ll'dld Ch&wU llemarks 

1 I 8 ~ 5 6 ' .a . 9 ' 10 . 
8. Cb. s. Cb, s. Cb. s .. Ch. s. Cb. s. Cb, s. Cb. s, Cb, s. Cb. ~ 1920·21 .. 8 8 2 8 2 ' I 11 2 0. ' 0 ' 0 2 0 1 8 = . .. 1921·21 .. 8 0 • 8 8 5 5 0 a 8 8 ·o 8 0 a· .(1 . 5 0 ~~ 1922-28 .. 10 0 8 0 .8 G 8 11 2 8 10 0 8 0 8 0 6. 0 .8.ll 

19!8-24 .. 10 0 8 0 G 0 •8 0 • 0 10 0 10 0 8 0 10 0 j5 1924-25 .. 10 0 11 0 8 6 7 .o 2 8 15 0 10 0 8 .. 8 0 :8; 1925-26 .. 8 0 9 0 8 0 ·8 0 2 0 15 0 10 0 6 0 6 . 0 . 
A.-....p .. 8 • 7 8 3 8 6 9 2 '9 10 0 8 5 6 11 5 u· .. 
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APPENDIX K 

Oolle'clion of As~essment on Government land i-n the Villages of Akrani Mahal of the 
· · ·· . · ~aluka· of Taloda in West Khandesh · 

. 1910·11 
1911-12 
1912·13 
1913-14 
1914-15 
11U5-18 
1916-17 
1917-18 
1918-19 
1919-20 
1920-21 
1921-22 
1922-23 
1923-24 
192 .... 25 

Average 

. , 

-- .. 
1911, 
1912 
1913 
1914 
19.15 
1916 
1917 
1918 
1919 
1920 

1921 
1922 
1923 
192~ 
1925 

Average 

· Out. of whirh Outstanding;s at. ond of yonr 

Y:ea.r Dem!ltnd remitted in samo 
. or anb9Clqnent. 

year Authorised Unauthorised 

2 3 . ' li 

-
R8. a. P· 

.. .. 2,241 9 4 .... . ... . ... .... .. . . 2,140 1 8 . ... .... ~ . ....... .. .. 2,24613 9 . ... . ... . ....... . . .. 2,372 11 7 . . . . . ... .. .. ..... .. .. 2,478 0 7 .... . ... . ....... .. .. 2,707 1 7 . ... . ... ........ .. .. 3,110 13 7 .... . ... . ...... , . 

.. .. 2,944 4 2 . . . . .... .. ...... 

.. .. 2,183 5 1 . . . . . ... ........ .. .. 2,428 10 0 . . .. . . . . . ........ . . . . 2,330 4 8 .... . . . . ......... 

. . ... 2,865 12 . 5 . . . . . . . . ........ 

.. .. 3,632 10 9 .... . .. . . ... ' .... 

.. .. 3,884 12 3 . . . . . . . . ... ..... 
.. 3,929 . 2 0 . . . . . . . . . ..... ... .... 

.. .. 2,766 10 9 .. . . . . . ... . ........ 

APPENl;>IX X 

Statement showing the number of Births antl Deaths. for the last 15 years in. tne 
Akrani Mahal of Taloda Taluka· . 

·' 

I Year I No. of No. of Remarks 
Bi~ Deaths 

~ . 

·. 
. -

' 3!3 58-.. .. .. .. 
121 501 .. . . .. .. 
24.2' .. .. 451 . . .. .325 . 164-. : .. . .. .. 
131 . •, . 287 .. . . .. . .. 151 301 .. .. . . .. . as ,.. · .65 .. .. .. .. 
437 90 .. .. .. 

5& ..... 34 .. .. Tbis obrioosiJ .. .. . 
1 1 . . .. ... .. correct • . .. 

5d 321 .. . . . .. .. . 15T :147 .. .. .. .. 
~1 201 ... . . 12& .. .. 513 ... . . .. . . - 458 15.2' .. .. .. - .. 
312 I 157 

I .. .. ... .. . 
.. 

Bro ttz I-4 

is jn 
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APPENDIX., ~ 

StaUmmt skowing tM effect of the OriginaZ Settlf.ment ~ t~ cu~i-vable _land~~ ~'1 tliliages· of the Alcrani 
MaW in Taloda Taluka of the West Khaffili8A DU~nct . · 

serllll 
No. 

1 

l 

s 
4 

r. 

6 
7 

aro11p No, 1 

Ambul 

Bhujpoo 

Dilbarpa<ln (o! Kamocl Khufd) 

Bqwada Budrak • , 

Dugwnda Kl\urd • , 

Clloodwad Budruk •• 

Cbondwa<ln Kburd (ahown as 
Mupad Ia map). 

8 Dbadpon 

0 Dhua)a Bu4nk •• 

11 Bl!raU1aarl 

12 JamaDwal 

13 

16 

17 

18 

Kbarda 

KUJum,•crl (Vorl in ml\p) 

Jlankbedl •• 

Naodalvad 

Nav$\on 

Sumaoe 

Suman! 

1uibla 

Umbraul B11druk • , 

Umblalll Klalld 

Varphalia '\ 

r· 

Total, Oroap No. I •• 

(Mrq No. II 

Afpa 

AIQia .. 

, 

..U..cultl• 
'\'&ted 

aocordlDg 
to Fores~ 

Department 
llllt%5-Zf 

174 

51 

M 

164 

110 

76 

78 

liS 

0 

no 
lDG 

300 

70 

211! 

722 

105 

~08 .. 

4!20 

II' 
liU 

116 

887 

~· no._. 

LAnd llevcnae 
..-m.ent 
coUected at 
Pl'OieD~ at 

the rate of 4 
aDDU per acre 
oa_coiUMll 

' 
lla. a. 

10 • 

4s a 
1211 

18 0 

u 0 

29 0 

18 12 

19 8 

16S ' 

1 8 

II 8 

49 u 

76 0 

1911, · .. 

u Qt_ 

' " . 
180 ·8 

48U[ 

13 8 

•• 49 ~ 
.. 206 ~ . 

. ~- f · 

: .'' 188 8 

!t 0 

OB 11! 

60 u. 
t'· 29 ·: o· 

:!R 0 

.12 Jl 

Total cultl· 
'Qble

accordlog to 
Survey Do· 
parUDellt 

• 

' 
A. I• 

lOS 35 

U2 1 

1101 ' 
'1185 

808 20 

838 14 

07 a 

853 8& 

07 • 

t11 ' 

416 88 

1,063 80 

603 14 

4110" 

1,881 111 

• 66 ' 80 

'240 • 
_' 1,781:. IS 
- l> •• • -

1,111 II 

'nt 88 
' .. 

-'-e~at 
after tettlo-

menton eolumD 
6 taklag u 
UU~Mmaxl· 

mum rate for 
group No. I 
aacl8unu 

far poap lfo. 
nperacre 

0 

... a. p. 

211! 0 

77 1! 0 

48 5 0 

lOU 0 

81 6 8 

G8 2 0 

2! 16 0 

"' 1 B 

107 1 0 

1811 0 

1!4 7 0 

7114 0 

178 6 6 

Ill 6 0 

10511 0 

1!8 9 0 

1810 8 

. . -~ '· ~ 
&~ ~ ~ 
. -85 -,:~ ~ ... - · . .. 

~ ... 

.&6012 0 

. MK s· 

AYeJ'D{lll 
rate per 
acre after 

settlement 

1 

..... p. 

o a ' 

0 8 8 

0 8 fi 

o a e 
0 8 (I 

0 S I 

0 s 9 

0 s 11 

0 ' 0 

o a a 
0 8 0 

0 2 II 

0 2 11 

o a ' 

0 8 ' 

0 8 8 

0 4 II 

0 • • 

·' 4 0 
·o ~ If 

u>s: ' 
0 B 8 

8 

Fla~ eu,r' &eca~J, oa Dhachlaoo-Kaacln 
road, m• ol tbe ouiUftt.ioa neat 
Chondva<l. 

l'lat, fllll'l aeoea. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

.Do. :. ·An rottds radiate irolll 
here. 

Do. . .. • Oa the DNd!P"'Nl·Dhab 
road. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

t .. Je fiOIIl Dbadcaoa. 
On Dhara·Afandvl ~ad. 

On Dbadsa.oo-Domkbed1 
road. 

, ' .. ,Do. on Dhudgaon-Kathhoa4 
ancl Kathl-Chazubcll 
tOad whleh bdap it 
Biller '.ralocla. ,_ 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

l1o• 

Do. 

.. 

. ; 

Alou: DlwlgaoD·'l'aloda 
road, - ".raloda. 

Along 'Dhadgaon·Katbl 
road, Dearer Talocla bJ 

-~~-
On Dhadpoo-Domkhedl 
1014. . 

- -oo . ·Dhadgaon-1'&lodl\ 
road, D4!4Z'U 'J:aloda. 

do • 

:Near Dh.ctsa-Katbl 
road nod baa a eho~ 
11parate cut to 
tilocla. -

do. do. 

!.u5 21 " ~ ?.: · & . _, o· s_ 1-1 • : Do.·· 

'U,177 37 S,048 8 6 

5716 6 

1110 II 

0 8 6 

Crumpled or eat up Into hiDocb. 
Away from mala lOCicla. BalnfAll 
.-IYo. 

AJpo, Amla, Pllnprl (69) and C'hhaprl (S3) 
form a ttrlp of cut ap lnnc!Mparat.ed from 
Dbad!laon by a low rauge of hi& which 
add atiout hdlca toTUoaa. BeiDa alolll 
the foot of the Tlnab~~omat range 1alnran 
Ia exceM.In and 10 coane gralna .......,. btt&ef, . ...-n 
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APPENDIX Y-conliJ, . 

. . 

I . Assessment 
Land Revenue after settle-

Area culU- assessment Total cultl· menton column 

I vated collected at vable area 6 taking 12 Avernge 
Serial ~ aino of Village according present at aceordiop: to annas maxi- "'"'per No, to xrorest tho rate of 4 ' Suney De· mum rate for aero after ll""""'lm 

Department 
nnnas ft:! acre partment group No. I settlement I ' In 1925-26 on co umn S and 8 annas 

for group No. 
n per acre 

1 2 3 4 . 6 6 7 8 

AcrP.! lis. a. A. g. Ra, a. p. Rll, a. p. 

Group 'No. II--contd • 
• 

2~- Asli .. .. .. 616 '129 0 1,045 33 137 10 0 0 21} Cut up In a d~op vnltoy. Cultlvntlon 

80 Aathamba 266 00 4 731 31 8<13 0 0 
dlmcult and aJong ahoulder:s of mountntna. .. .. 1 10 A long way off from Chandscll Ghat. 
The.so would ha.ve clntmed a separate 
lower group but have a direct routo to 
Taloda about 15 mlles awny and rainfall 
though heavy never falls. 

!?1 Dllanoll .. .. 62 13 0 130 s 16 12 0 0 111 Bhnnoll, .Tnlo11 (SO), Xhndlda (46), Bon 
Dudruk and Khuid form a cut up tract 
to tho north·wcst and below the cent.rnl 
~lateau. They bnvo a few flu.t pn.tchea 

ong tho banks of tho Khad Dnlla. 
Though along tho Dhadgnon-Domkhcdl 

.. road th~ are a long way fro:m Taloda 
andDllll on. 

32 Borwa.n (not shown In map) .. 261 66 • 401 18 71 7 0 0 2 10 Ncnr Dhanaja Khurd (37). J)orwan, Dba.· nrua Khurd and Kharwnd (4'7) form a 
I h fJ and cut up tract to tho oxtromo enst 

of he central plateau. They nro awny 
from the mn1n road and also from Tnlod&. 

83 • Chhnprl <o .. 164 4:1 0 507 • 07 6 0 0 1 10 See AJpa No. 27. . . 
34 Chi pal .. . .. . .. 43 10 12 415 19 49 1S 0 0 111 Cblpal and Radlkalnm (60) form a tract . cut up into small mvlnea Just to the south 

I or the oontrnl plateau, not on any . rood. 

85 Chttar .. .. .. .. 8 8 82 22 11 • 8 0 2 3 Chitar and KnkarpnU (No. 40) aro along the 
Udal valley, very cut up, undulntlnf 
nearer Taloda, but physical aapcot an 
ra1n a.e:nlnBt a higher group, 

•• Cbulwad .. - .. 150 37 8 798 15 100 0 8 0 2 0 Undulating with abort dips 
road. • 

not on any 

- . 
37 Dhana.Ja Khurd .. .. .. 108 27 0 188 34 37 7 • 0 2 8 See Doman No. 32, 

. ' 
Hatdhul and MoJra (51) are to tho west !18 Hatdhnl .. .. .. 169 42 • 209 81 35 3 0 0 2 2 . ' below the centml table lllnd. Fields . Undula.tlng or orumpled and with ravtnea . 

. . . ~- . Not along any main road • 

158 17 
·. 

0 2 1 See Dhanoll No. 81. 

'" Jaloll .. ·-;. .. .. ~32 8 0 ~ 1~ 0 . .. 
il ··o See Chltar No. 85. 40" Kakarpa.tl .. .. 89 22 4 459 32 60 12 2 1 

41 Kanbel .. .. 243 60 12 030 27 721'2 0 0 1 10 Kollbel and Slso. (62) are among undulating 
hillocks and have cut up ftelda. None 
along any road, 

42 Katrl ... .. . . 877 210 4 2.210 ~ 270 7 0 0 111 Khuntamodl (48), Kundal (50) and Khnnd-
. . bam (46) rorm an undulatlnf: tract to tho 

' . 
' < I . .. .. Weat cut off from adf;:oad; tLlld not vpry . -cut up. Have a ct route to Taloda . . . -along the Kathi·CbandacU road. 

' " ~ ., ~-- • Very cut u~ not on malo road, but n~arer 
43 Kela Budrnk .. 150 .. s_s :~ 474 38 60 2 ,. •• 0 2 :} ,. Taloda, ong thO Kakarpntt road ; very . ' ft9t. 

., :;- ~o·t( "329-. 
. .. 

?6 .1 
44 KelaXhurd .. .. 31' l!' o: 0 ltttlo land 1B cultivated as It Ia pool:'; - . .. . ~ .. 74 ~i ~23 

l • •. . 
See DhanoU No. 31 • 298 22 : ~0'1- • 0 ·0 2 3 

45 Khadkla .. .. 
' 0 2 a See Katrl No, 42. -

40 IOuLndbara .. .. 311 ' 79 4- 635 32 75 12 ~-

47 KharWad .. .. : "\loil~ 77 .... 485 .... 66 7 ~ 0 2 2 B.ee Borwan No. 82. 

Kbuntnmodl 
,. 870- " ·(t~ :-.1 

1,293 so 168 u 6 0 2 2 See Xatrl No. 42. 
48 .. .. ' .. .. 

133 ss 252 2 so 14 6 0 2 0 Khushgnvan with Mundvanl :Budruk and 
49 Xhushgavan '•. .. . ' :. t Khurd Nos. 52 and 58 lonn an undulating ,. 

' 

f 
. and cut up tract to tlle south-west or the 

·' .• .. . - central ~latenu which begina to - . •' ' -~ _; . . -:: .. 
crumte ere; nearer Taloda as being . 

' ;-._:-.·> ., 
on thl·Chnndsell road. Cultlvatlon 

' ; . .. ~ '· ·. 1a difficult . .. ·n . 
-~ ·. . .. . - ' ·\ See Xatrl No. 42 • ·~so 

. 
95 ·a 807 130 4 0 0 2 6 

60 Knildal .. .. . 54 s·· ~ ... !~393 .n : 48 10 6 0 2 0 See Hatdhut No. 38. 
61 Mojra .. .. .. 218 . 

Mundvant Budruk .. 220 55 o .. 628 25.- 81 12 8 0 2 

~} 52 .. See Khnsbgavan No. 49. 

68, Mundvant Khurd 107 4112 613 34 02 7 4 0 2 . .. .. 
Murokh lludruk 200 74.12 932 20 104- 18 0 0 1 :} These two wUh Panbarl (58) and Talal (65) 

64 .. .. are on o. ralriL flat plateau to the west 

55 Murukh Khurd 232 58 0 727 15 93 5 0 0 2 but this tnble and Ia cut off from all roads .. .. and 110 though the tract is fairly well off It 
must come under the aeeond group. 

.. 
Pada.mund 140. S5 0 576''"11 7118 0 0 2 0 Along A vnUey, the village being separated 

56. .. .. from all roads by a low mnge. . 
Padll 228 55 12 677 6 68 12 0 0 1 11 Padll and Ramsala (61) nro undulat~ m 

~7 .. .. .. roundish valley with hUll on all a del 

I 
except Chandsell. llalnlall heAVY 
near CbaDdaell road. 

---



. Areaeultl· 
valed 

Sellal Name or VIllage ·~ No. 
Depottmeat 
io.1926-Z6 .. 

I I 2 8 

--· 
I Qnnqo No. 11-ndd. A.,.. 

• 
68 

1 ~Dborl .. .. 289 

158 Pbnpd ,, .. .. 111 

eo - .. .. 128 

01 'IWDeala .. .. 155 

ll2 SIJa .. ... . .. 259 

08 Soi.Budruk .. .. 286 

04 SonKhurd .. .. 188 

05 Talal .. .. .. • 815 

... Varlcbedllladruk .. .. 105 

87 I Varlcbedl :&:lulftl I . .. .. 200 

.. Total or GroupNo.u .. 8,804 

07 1 Total for bolb Groupo .. 14,705 

16 

APP~NDIX Y--cirncU. 

Landllmmue 
as.tei.'ITQ8D.t Total culU.· 
collecle4at vablearea tL ......... aceoidlng to 

ratool< Survey~· 
aDJIAI ru;r aero partment 
oncouam 3 

• 5 

lie. .. A. •· 
5012 757 20 

27 12 228 11 

82 0 720 2< 

2812 287 29 

04 12 1,25ol 1 

71 8 280 21 

88 • 254 11 

7812 700 17 

76 • 928 12 

60 0 480 10 

I 

~ 
2.1,308 18 

88,481 15 

• AIISOS9ment 
after settlo; 
mentoa 
column 6 
taldDg12 

Avemge · 

anOMmsxf· 
rat. per llemarka e.cre after mum rate for .. tUe ..... JI'O"oiP No. I 

and 8 aa.naa ' 
for lfOU.P No • 
II per acre 

•• I 7 8 

----
na.a. p. ! .na. a. p. 

! . 98 • 0 0 2 0 See Murokh Mo. M. 

2013 8 I 0 2 1 See AJpa No. 27. 

0011 8 I 0 2 0 See Chlpall'io. S4. 

48 9 0 0 2 5 See Padll No. 57. . 
148 0 • 0 i'}l See Ko.llbel No. 41. 

uu 0 0 24} See llhanoiiNo. Sl. 
8810 0 0 2 1 . 
118 9 0 0 2 2 See-Nos_,Uaad55. 

ill u 0 0 n} To Weflb. undulatmg; though on Katbl· 

51 6 0 111 
Chaadsell rmd. • loog war off from 

7 Chandaell and 'I'aloda. 

js.uo 0 8 0 2 1 

I 

1 0,158 8 2 I ' 

T. T. KOTHA VALA, 
Settlement Officer, Akra.ni Mahar, 

. West Khandesh District. 
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APPEND~X .z 

Statement slwwing. the number of Patif:Jits treated at the Dispe:ll8ary at Dhadgaon in Akrani 
Mahal in WeBt Khandesh 

~rineipal ailmenta 

1 

Skin-diseases. 
Malaria, diseases of digestive 

system and Eye-diseases. 

Mo ca 1-15 -r 

.. 
Annual attendance of 

Epidemics 
for the last 10 

years 

2 

*None since 1920, 1920 
i.e., the year 1921 
since the 1922 
Dispensary was 1923 
started. 1924 

1925 

patients 

Ye~~r I 
3 I 

No. of 
patienta 

4 

40 
565 
743 
732 
768 

1,172 

Avero.go 
daily 

attendance 

5 

11 

Remarks 

6 

• The Influenza 
epidemic 
prevailed 

in Akmni 
Mnho.l in 
191S-i919. 
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Below report regarding seulement of 67 m1lages in Akrani Mahal received 
from T. T. Kothat•~la, Esquire,_ M.A., B.Sc., SeUlement Offi~er, Akrani 

No. S. R. V.-18 
• 

Dhulia, 22nd February 1927. 

Forwarded with compliments to the Commissioner of Settlements. 
Mr. Kothavala's proposals maybe accepted. The assessment may seem light 

but under the conditions of the Akrani, a l.e.rge incrt>ase in assessment is undesirable. 
The inhabitants are averse to exertion and prone to migrate. A heavy land 
revenue assessment would result in emigration to the adjoining Indian State 
turitory. I therefore reco=end acceptance of the rates proposed. If at any 
time Government consider the inhabitants are not paying their fair. share of taxation 
more revenue can be raised by a slight increase in the price of liquor (a large increase 
would merely lead to illicit distillation). 

S. Orders will be needed regarding trees. The usual reserved trees may be 
reserved and in addition all fruit trees may be reserved to Government, th:e occupants 
of occupied survey numbers being conceded the right to the usufruct of the trees 
subject to the condition that where third parties have any prescriptive rights to 
such trees by planting or tending, the usufruct shall belong to the third party. In 
occupied survey numbers, persons who ha·ve customary rights to the usufruct of 
particular fruit trees, should be conceded the usufruct during Government's pleasure. 
This will need an inquiry into trees as was done in Nawapur-Taluka. Thereafter no 
rights should be conceded to trees planted in waste lands without permission. 

3. I am not prepared to agree with Mr. Kothavala that ordinary Revenue 
Administration should be at once· introduced in. the Akrani. The llmd revenue 
and forest revenue do not justify complete sta:ffs of two departments in the Mahal, 
and I am averse to putting the Akrani under Revenue administration until by the 
completion of the Dhadgaon road it is made more accessible. The land will be on 
New Tenure, complicated l.e.nd questions are not likely to arise, and with a little 
training in Revenue accounts and the help of some experienced talatis I think the 
administration can be carried on by a Ranger Mahalkari. I must add, however, 
that the Divisional Forest Officer (Assistant Collector, Akrsni) will have to 
familisrize himself with the Land Revenue Code, the Record of Rights and other 
Revenue matters and inspect the talatis' work thoroughly. But this should not 
be beyond his capacity. 

4. ~fr. Kothavala has written an int;resting report on a very backward 
tract. 

H. F. KNIGHT, 
Collector of West Khandesh. 



19 

Below No. S. R. V.-18, dated 22nd FeiYruary 1927, from the Collector of 
West Khandesh · · 
No. S. T:624 

Poona, 11th April 1927. 
Transmitted with compliments and with concurrence in the recommendations 

made by Mr. Kothavala. 

~·. As _to the matter in ·which Mr. Kothavala and the Collector differ, the 
a~~tration by the Forest Department, I feel hardly justified in expressing any 
opm!on b~cause I am not at all acquainted with the interior conditions of this Mahal, 
but lf I ~mght argue from my own experience of Kanara and Surat, I am decidedly 

, o~ the side _of Mr. Kothavala. The Revenue Department is able to transfer officers, 
With experience gained elsewhere, and its superior officers have a general knowledge 
of revenue administration, and neither of these things can be predicated of the 
Forest Department. My experience is emphatically that their administration does 
not aim at the promotion of the same economical and social ends which the 
Revenue Department puts before itself. The guestion might be considerably 
complicated if the Forest Department administrat10n meant a substantial economy ; 
but so far as I can gather in this particular instance it is not a question of expendi
ture but simply of the instructions as to which Department should supervise the 
work of the village talati and so on. And if that be so I support the recommenda
tions of Mr. Kothavala who has some loiowledge of what he is recommending. 

3. In this settlement we are most opportunely able to realise exactly the 
problem which faced those pioneers of our land revenue system who had to frame 
the fust settlement reports in and before 1840. They distinctly realised rental 
value as the proper basis. But when the assessment, small as it was, was sufficient 
generally speaking to absorb the whole rental value Qf the land with which they 
were dealing there remained no transactions of sale, lease, or mortgage from which 
the rental value could be deduced. Reluctantly therefore they turned to those 
other considerations which have been summed up as "ability to pay" or the general 

· condition of the tract. But when a Government is taking 100 per cent. of the rental 
value there is only one criterion whether they are taking "too much" or not, and that 
is, whether the assessment drives land out of cultivation, and drives land-owners•to 
flight and destitution. If it does not do that, then you are not taking more than the 
rental value. If what you take still appears to leave them with a surplus so that 
their general condition can be seen from general considerations to have improved, 
then you are taking rather less than the rental value, and as time goes on and your 
revenue demand shrinks to about 75 per cent. of the rental value then the phenomena 
of sales and rents will begin to emerge, and people will be found letting their land 
and selling their land. The vital point tQ remember is that when we speak of 
selling land we really are, to so~e extent, talking nonsense. The land cannot be 
picked up and carried away by anybody like a gold bangle. But what we sell is 
the " right to receive the surplus rental after the land revenue has been met. " Sale 
values and annual rental values are exactly the same thing, just as when we speak 
of 3.$- per cent. Government paper being sold at 77!, .77! is the capital or sale value, 
;while 3! is the annual or r~ntal value. The ~wo t_hings ~re at any _given mom~nt 
merely a different expression for the same Idcmt10al thmg : the right to t:eceJve 
Rs. 3! n ypar. 

4. Here in the Akrani there do not seem to be any actual.rents. We ~~erefore 
have to go upon guess work, and be gnided by what we know elRewhcr~ as gP-nE'ral 
conditions." We must show that the average assessment we have hit~erto been 
taking has not injured the people. But on the other hand, there are little or no 
signs of any rental value or sale value, mainly owing to want of population and want 
of competition for the lapd. This has heeD: rendered im~ossible in a further ~egree 
by the fact that no person had_a separate I;lrivate o_wners~p or control of a partiCular 
lot of land. Selling and lettmg we!e therefore tmposstble. Therefore we have to 

~te forward in the dark, but not With our eyes shut. We know w:hat rents _are 
levted round about and we lmow the .level of plough-a~sessment hitherto levied, 

d upon that we know that a certam general rate will not take more than the 
~ h" b rental small or big thoug It e. 

'rhe only point upon which I would differ from Mr. Kothavala is in 
respect of a settlement for 30 years. Government are well aware how 
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frequently I har:tJ upon the same t~eme. Here .w~ are settling for the ;first time 
a traet as to which we have practwally no statistics and .we know nothing .. The 
people themselves are said_ to. be ~ucapable of _co!Dputmg figures beyond_ 20. 
There exists no reason or JUstificatiOn for proclalmiDg settlem~nt for so long as 
30 years. During that time there !a every r~ason to hope that With the great bo~n 
of ownership which we are confernng and W1th a settled reven~e s~ste~ there ~II 
be a very rapid development ~f rentalvalue, and we shall not be JUStified m pledg~ng 
the State to refrain from taking any of that rental fodonger t~an 20 years which 
is amply sufficient to satisfy the views of any school of econonncs. 

5. This recognition of private property in land is a very important thing. 
We are now able for the first time, after survey and the framinp; of the land records, 
to bestow upon these people a!l ownership of the soil on the ordinary Land Revenue 
Code tenure. This will be granted also upon the non-transferable tenure. It 
will unfortunately have the effect of obscuring the {!TOWth of re~tal value when we 
particularlv want to know whether it is growing. I would therefore strongly urge 
that Government should not impose the condition ofrestricted tenure on any land 
held by the superior clas~es, kunbis and traders, i~ there be any fo~d _now or h!lr~
after in Akrani. There lS plenty of land to be g~ven ou,t for cult1vat10n, and 1t lS 

much to be hoped that agriculturists from other parts will be drawn by degrees to 
the area by its low assessment and \vill. contribute to the enhancement of amenities 
and prosperity of the tract. 

6. Talking of amenities it is most important that the road leading to Dhad
gaon should be pushed on and by degrees this tract should be opened up. It is my 
belief that every rupee spent on road-making in such a tract will produce ten-fold 
or even one hundred fold in enhanced land value and the prosperity of the people. 
We cannot even get up there to combat malaria, distribute quinine, or impart 
education,- or anything else until there are better aoiD.)llunications. If we open a 
road through which an omnibus service from Ta,loda could operate, I think it will 
very rapidly alter the whole face of the country for the better. 

7. A sound land revenue policy will give the same results in the Akrani as 
it gave in the rest of the Presidencv a century ago. In imposing the rates proposed 
by Mr. Kothavala we are admittedly grouping in the dark, but it is at once obvious 
that the rates are so low that vital injurv can be done to no one, and in 20 years' 
time we shall be able to review the settlement with a great deal more confidence 
and in a much fuller light, and if we do not find that there is any ground for an 
increase no Settlement Officer would recommend and no Government would 
accept any increase, but it will be wrong to lay down a barrier against such a 
re·examina tion. 

8, As to the_Colle~to~'s recommenda~ion as t? trees, I .w?uld point out that 
there are two leading prmciplt>s : (1} first, m occup1ed land, 1t lS against all policy 
and natural rights to depriv~ the occupant of the trees he plants, or even supposing 
he does not plant them but JUSt lets them grow, nevertheless he should be allowed 
to get t}le:J? or. we sha_ll ~et no i!Dpr~vemeut in thl:~ respect on the land ; (2) the 
next pnnmple 1s that It 1s most mJurlous that a third party, neither Government 
nor the holder of the land, should claim the trees. There is not a more pernicious 
source of litigation and quarrels and ill-feeling than this. Further in any un
occupied survey number if any party clainlS a right to the usufruct of particular . 
trees, in my opinion he should be req~ed either to take up the occupancy of those 
numb?rs or else surrender the alleged r1gh~. For every survey number containing 
trees 1t should be recorded who has the nght and the officer doing this should be 
instructed to take great car? ~hat t~e right if; not conceded to any other person 
except the occupant unless 1t lS pla1nly admitted and cannot be expropriated or 

· ?therwise settled. I strongly deprecate any petty att~mpt to reserve a few un
Important trees to Government Wlth the effect of provoking constant interference bv 
the Forest Department and facilities for illicit extortion. This should be the third 
principle upon which this tree question· should be settled : that no need for the 
interference of Forest Department officers should be left. 

F. G. H. ANDERSON 
' Commissioner of Settlements and 

Director of Land Records, 



· l3elow No~ S.T.--{]24 dated 11th April1927 from the .Com~issioner ·oj 
· SettlementS · · . . · 

No. L.N.D.JW:--2/12 

Poon~ 23rd J•nuary 19"'8 
· ' 2nd February '.&;j • 

Submitted to Go~ernment in the Revenue Department. 
. 2. Mr. Kothavala has written a full and·interesting report. His proposals ~uiy 
be accepted subject to the following remarks. 

3. If the assessment pr;posed. seecls light .{t has to be remembered that of 
the to~~l cul~vable area, all ?f .which wiJ}.. now . have to pay assessment, only t 
~ . ! IS. cultivated under eXIStmg conditiOns ill any one year. However it 

_JS probable that the exist~g fallows ~e unnecessarily large, and that under the 
settlement the tendency will be to cultivate the same land more frequently than in 
the past. · · .• 

4. The Settlement Commissioner supports Mr. Kothavala's reco=endations 
that with the introduction of the settlement the· administration of ·the .Akrani 
should come under the Revenue Department. · The Collector thinks this step 
should be deferred until co=unications are J;D.ade easier. . The Commissioner 
would accept the Collector's view with the reservation that it should be understood 
that the Assistant or Deputy Collector in charge' of the Prant will spend a month 
in every touring season~ the. ,Nuani. In the beginning, especially, it is necessary 
that the control of higher officers. of the Revenue Department should ·be 
exercised closely. The introduction of the settlement in·· this area means that 
allotment of land to individual khatedars must be made, and the right of occupancy 
to specific plots of lands recognized for the first time, This should be done by the 
Prant Officer himself, and it may be necessary to lend him the services of a Revenue 
Officer to work with the Ranger-Mahalkari in carrying out the work. · • 

5. As regards trees the Commissioner is in agreement with Mr; Anderson. 
The fruit trees in the Akrani furnish no ~considerable part of the food 9f the people 
in the hot weather. They regard them as their own property, and it would be 
unwise to disturb their possession. Government is not giving up any valuable 
right in surrendering these trees. As regards the trees which the Collector 
refers to as" usually reserved'' there is nothing in Mr. Koth~vala's report to indicate 
their nature or value. This question might be further examined< Unless 1l.. '\Te:r;y 
strong case can be made out for reserving a considerable nu.mber of valuable trees 
to Government the Co=issioner would prefer to see them all go with the occupancy. 
This will bring contentment to the occupants, and save ·the]U,fiom. i:nte;rference 
by subordinates of the Forest Department. · · 

6. As regards the period of guarantee the Settlement Commissionel' remarks · 
that the people of the Akrani are unable to compute figures beyond ~0; he :also 
contemplates a rapid development of rental values under the. survey settlement. 
While the undersigned does not believe that there will be a rapid increase of .rental 
values there will undoubtedly be some developi)lent after the road to Shabada 
has been completed, i.e., within the next l,O years under. tlie .. orders recently 
passed by Government. T~e circumstances of the settleme~t .. are unusual, and 
there is a good deal of force ill Mr. Anderson's arguments toJUSt~fy a shorter term 
than the usual one. On the other hand the assessment at stake I~ not a large· one,
and it is a question whether the. entirely ~ unvocal" inhab_itants -of th~ Akrani: 
should be denied the benefits which ryots n; ~ore ad~anced tr11-cts are given ;.as .a 
niatter of course. On the whole the CommissiOner thinks the better course 1s. to · 
guarantee the settlement for 30 years. 

oai-6 

G. W. JIA.TCH, 
Commissioner, U. D.· 



22 

Survey Settlemetlt. 
Akrani Mahal, West Khnnd••h District. 

GOVERNMENT OF BOMBAY. 

REVENUE DEPARTMENT. 

Resolution No. 9383. 

Bombay Castle, 28th June 1928. 

Memora~d?ID fro~ th~ Coxn.nllssioner, C. D., No. J,.N.D.JW.-2/12 dated 2nd February 
1928--:"~ubm~tting, With hiP. remarks, the papers specified below* containing proposals for · 
the or1gmal settlement of the Akrani Mahal in the West Khandesh District :- • 

*Lettert ·from Mr. T. T. Kothavala, Settlement Officer, Akrani Mahal, West· 
. Khandesh District; No. S.R.V.-58 dated 19th January 1927. 

Memorandumt from the Collector of West Khandesh No. S.R.V.-18 dated 22nd 
February 1927. · 

-' Memorandumt from-the Commissioner of Settlements No. S.T.-624 dated 11th April 
·1927: . 

Lettert from the Collector of West Khandesh No. S.R.V,_.:18 dated March 1928-
Forwarding certain petitions of objections to the Survev Settlement of the Akrani Mahal ;. and 
making remarks. • · • · 

Memorandumt from the Coxn.nllssioner of Settlements No. S.T.-624 dated 3rd Aprill928. 

Memorandumt from the Commissioner, C. D., No. L.N.D.fW.-2/12 dated llth April 
1928. 

Government memorandumt No. 9383-"B dated 8th May 1928 to the Chief Conservator of 
Forests.. · f · . 

Letter from the Chief ConserYator of Foresta No. 745 dated 23rd May 1928 :-
" Wlth reference to Government memorandum No. 9383-B dated Stb May 1928, I have 

the honouEtosa.-ythat my knowledge of Khandesh extends only to the eastern half of the 
district, and my having no personal acquaintance w;ith the Akrani Mahal precludes my 
discussing its administration with authority~ 

"2. I submit h'erewith papers received from the Conservator of Forests, Central Circle, 
.among which I consider the well reasoned arguments of Mr. -Divekar, a Forest Officer with 
much experience of the Akrani; deserve careful attention. ' 

"·3. The principal object, as a rule, of placing the revenue administration of remote and 
sparsely inhabited forest tracta in charge of forest officers (which has been done with marked 
success in other instances in. the _Presidency), is to secure greater facilities for protection and 

• working, and . consequent development. This main consideration for Forest as opposed to 
Reven-p.e management is not advanced with any great force as matters stand in the Akrani at 
present, and clearly does not possess the force there that it does elsewhere. 

"4. Apart from this point, however, it is very clear from perusal of correspondence and 
Government orders going back over twenty years that the great weight of informed opinion of 
experienced officers who have lieen directly associated with the Akrani, is in favour, on grounds 
quite apart from forest advantages to be secured, of its revenue administration being left in the 
hands of the Forest Department. This opinion persists to the present day among officers 
who really know the Akrani ana its inhabitants, despite theoretical advantages claimed by 
~Ir. Kothavala and the Settlement Coxn.nllssioner for management by the Revenue Depe.rtment. 

" 5. The Forest Department has, as made clear by Mr. Divekar's criticisms, no selfish 
ends to gain in advocating its own retention of control in the Akrani; at the same time it does 
seem to me that, with a little assistance afforded by one ortwosub01:dinate revenue officials of 
experience, this Mahal can well be administered as hitherto, at any rate for several years tc 
come. 

" 6. As regards rights to trees these should be conceded with the occupancy. No tree" 
whatever should be reserved in this tract." · 

t Not printed. 
:MO ca.l-7 
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. , · ·lt!;o~t:-tJoN:-r-Theae 'P•P.!ta co~tain pf?posa18 !or the original. set:t1ement: 
t c;t -67 ·'surveyed villag~ of the i\kra~u Mahal m t}J.e \\est Khan4esh DIStnct. At 
p~nt the as.~mc.nt: ia . a l)at IUe ef 4 attna8 per acre. throughou~ · ~he Mahat ', 
lJnde~ the survey settlemeqt t'he Settlemen~ Officer proposes to d1V1de the 67 
vill~e& into two groups 'cowprising 26 and 41 villag~ respectively ~d to fi.'t · 
the maximum rate of grr.mp J at annas I~ and of grobp II at annas 8 per acre. 
1n~ proposals, which resUlt in the levy of avera~e rates of 3· annas 5 pies and 
2 annM 1 pie per acre in gt"OllpS I and II ·respectively and are supported by the 
('ollect(lr, the Commissioner of Settlements and the Commissioner. are san.ctionrd. 
'J.1se settlement rate! should be introduced durinf,! the curreLt revenue year 
1927 -2H, levied from the revenue year 1928•29 e.nd guaranteed f<.•r a period of 
thirty years: The ~titions of ()Ljection~ disdcsc no wot,m,ls which wott1d lead 
Government to modlfy theae orders. ' : 

· 2. A~ regards the Settlement Officer's pro1•r snl for the trausfer d .the mana-
. g~JlleJtt of the ilia.ni liahal from the control of the Forest. Department to thlSt 
of the lwvenue Department, .GovenunPnt r.oncur with. the Commissioner that 
the ~x~ting arrangements should continue. · The ( 'onunifi.'iioney should, hu\\·e~e.r. 
repnrt whetlwr in vjew of the.. ·introduptwn d tlte survey settlement any . extra 
•·stablishm:.!Jit will be necessacy, and, if so, he shf1uld submit definite proposals . 

• 
3.. '.As regards the question of the reservation t )f trec..-s raised by the C0Jiedor 

Govermucn~ allfee with the Chief Conservator t}Jat the ril!hts to trees should b(! 
ronceded with the occupancy and that no trees r•f any dest:ript ion ~bould be 
t·caerved in thls .tract. . 

4. Government see no reason_ to ac.cE!pt the su~gcstion nuvle by· the 
Corumi&sioner of Settlements in paragraph 5 of his review that 1lhe Nnidition 
of rCRtricted tenure ab.Ould not. be imposed on any land held by the superi,•r 
~·laaes. lY t~e ~~l11ct:tor consi~ers exemp~ion from ·this c<,Ju.htiCln necessary 
m &:flY case, Jt ""··~I be <'pen to him to aubm.1t proposals to Guvernment uncler 
ttcct1on 73-A (2) of the Land Rcvenu~ Code. · 

G. Mr. KothavaJa t~hould be commended for his report. 
I 

• By order of the Guvern~r in C'ouncil. 

G.· K. JOSHI, 

Untler Secretary · to · Government , 

lto~A.-For e!eoe of tbe oricbta.l •WM~ell' pro~ ia A&ralli llaW. ~ .. AJJ(I8DCbx Y of .._ 
Set.Ucmeu\ oaaou•a S.pod. · • . .. ,. . 

--..rr narnout'Doo~;n-·aa;,~~ 


