
SONS OF. THE, SOIL 



SONS OF THE SOIL 
Studies of t1ae lfliliaft Oulti.f711ttw 

DITD BY 

W. BURNS, C.I.E., D.& .. 
Agricultural Ce-=' dow ..... U. Qova ••"* aflllllla 

MANAGER OF PUBLICATIONS 

CIVIL LINES : DELID 



Fwd publuW .AUfl'llll 19~1 

Jl9natitl Oclober 1941 

.PRINTED ':BY THE liU.IU.GER. GOVEB.NMENT 0Jr INDIA PB.ESS 
8, HAStiNG$ STREEr, CALCUTTA. 



CONTENTS 

INTRODUCJriON • • • • 
L THE MADRAS CULTIVATOR 

• • 

P.A.GK 

•. vii 

1. TB:B G.A.VAJU. RYO'l· • • • • • • 1 
B. RA.Kwr G.uu, B.Bo.(EDm.), ])epulg IAreclor 

of .A.gricvltun, V izagapatam 
2. To CEDBD DlsT:a.IcTs RYO'l . • • • • 5 

U. VrruL RA.o, .Aui&lam Dit'tctor of .Agriculture_ 
Bellary 

3. Tim KlsTN.A. DELTA. RYO'l • • • • • 9 
T. BUDHA.VIDDY.A. RA.o N.AIDU G.ur.u. Depvly 

Director of .Agriculture, Gu.nlu.r · 
U. THE BOMBAY CULTIVATOR 

1. TB:B K17N1ll OJ' GU.JAJU.T • • • • • 11 
B.S. PuEL, B.Ao., N.D.D., N.D.A., LA.S., Ut1eo 

stock Erperllo cAc GowmmeU of Bombag 
2. TJm Lnro.A.Y.A.T OJ' Tli:JI ::IU.mr.A.TA.X • • • 18 

RA.o B.A.HA.Dmr. S. S. SAI.num. B.Ao., Deputy 
Director of .A.gricvltu.rt, s~ DiNiort, 
DhanDar 

3. TB:B M4B.A.Tll.A. Cul.TlV.A.TOB • . • • • • 22 
W. BUlllis, C.LE., D.Bo.(EDm.), U.S., .Agricul­

'ural Com~ toilA &1&4 Gorlem111tM. of · 
I RiM 

m. THE B&~GAL CULTIVATOR • • • • • 30 
K. McLlwi, B.Bo., U.S., lal4 /Areclor oJ.Agri­

eulture, Be71!1al 
IV. THE UNITED PROVINCES CULTIV ATO::a. 

1. Tall J.A.T Cul.Tiv .A.TOB • • • • • • 38 
ABDUL ll.uaD K.H.ur SAHABZAD.A., DitMional Super-

. inlendenl of .Agriculture, W utena Cirela, 
Meen&l 

2. Tim MusLIM CuLTIVATOR OJ' Otro:11 · • • • 40 
c. MAYA DA.S, M.A., B.So., Deputy DirtrJor oJ 

.Agricv.ltKra, Sard.a Circle, Lucbovl 
s. TB:B KUBHI CULTlv.A.TOB • • • • • 41 

M. Mom:uDDilf .Am.u.D, Deputy Diredor of .Agricul­
ture, N orth-Eaatem Circle, Goralhpu.r 

4. Tlm BUWD:Et.loLuiD Cul.TIVATOB • • • • 45 
C: H. P A.RB. B.Bo., I.A.S., Deputy Director of 

.Agriculture, BundelkhaJUl. Circle, Jhanri 
5. Tim Tumt CULTiv A.TOB OJ' RO'RTI.KHAND • • 50 

Ml1lism .TASA.WWAB HUSA.Ilf NAQVI. DIP. Aon. 
Divisional Superinterulenl of .A.~ 
&Ailkhaf&d and Kvmau1a Circle, Moradabad 



Fwa publwWA.vgu&~ 19-.l 

llepriated October l941 

PRINTED 'BY TBE lUNAGER. GOVEB.NliENT OF INDIA. P&ESS 
8, BASTlNG$ STB.EEr. CALCUTTA 



CONTENTS 
P.A.Gll 

DTRODUCTIO:N • • • • • • • .vii 
L THE MADRAS CULTIVATOR 

L ~ GA. VAliA. RYO'l'. • • • • • • 1 
B. R.uw.K G.uu. B..SC.(EDnr.). ~ Dlrtdor 

of .A.griclllt~~n, Y izagapalana 
2. Tlm CEDED DISTB.Icn RYO'l' . • • • • 5 

U. Vrrur. R.&.o. .A~ Dinclor of .A.gricwllwn. 
&1JaTy 

3. THB KISTlU. DELTA RYO'l' • • • • • 9 
T. BuDRAVIDB:BY.&. R.&.o N.&.mv auu. DepwJy 

DirtJI'Jcw of .A.gricv.llve., G!Uilv 
U. THE BOliBAY CULTIVATOR 

1. THB KmrBI o:r Gu~ABA.T • • • • • · 11 
B.S. PATEL. B.A.a., N.D.D., N.D.A., U.S.. Lir~&o 

.toei Erperllo &Ac ~of~ 
!.. TJa l.DrG.A.Y.A.r o:r TRB KuJIAT.ut • • • 18 

R.&.o BAB.&.DUll S. S. S.n.IVU'H, B.Aa., DepvJy 
Director of .A~ 8~ lA · · 
Dlanoar ~ 

3. TJm llilu.Tll.t. Cu'LrtvA.TOB. • . • • • • 22 
W. BQSS. C~ .. D.SO.(Enm.). LA.S., .A.gricwl­

twal Ctm~~ toilA &Ac ~.of · 
lfi4Wa 

IlL THE BESGAL CULTIVATOR • • • • • 30 
K. llcLE.ur. B.So., LA.S., lata Director of .A.gri­

etdlve, &7agal 

IV. THE UNITED PROVINCES CULTIVATOR 
1. ~ Ju CuulvA.TOB • • • • • • 36 

ABDUL H.&liiD .Kx.ui S&RABZADA. Di~ B•per-
. i~ of .A.gricvltvre, W uWa Circle, 

Meerd 
2. Tim liUSLDr Cl:I.TivATOB. o:r OuD:a · • • • 40 

C. liA.Y.&. DA.S. M.A., B.SO., Deptdy J>iredor oJ 
.A.griaUlKI'8o Stmla Circle. Ltac.bowl 

s. TJa KUlUII CuLTIV.A.TOB. • • • • • 4:1 
li. liORIUDDilf Amun. Deputy lNedor of .A.gricvl­

tru'e, ll ~Eaat.era Circk, GoralcApv~ 
'- THB BUD>:E!.Jo~Alm Cul.TIVA.TOB. • • • • 45 

c.; H. P ARB, B..SC.., I.A.S.., Depvly Director of 
.A.gricult~~n, Bt~lllkll:Aaad Circk, J1tm&ri 

5. THB Tumt Cul.TIV ATOB. 01' RoHTTJOrAJi]) • • 50 
liUliSlii .TA.SA.WWAB. HUSADT NAQVI. DIP. Amu.. 

Diri&imlal Superir&lefldeal of .A.grit;vJlwe. 
~ mad KamtW" Cin:U. MortJilabt:ad 



vi CONTENTS 
PAGB 

V. THE PUNJAB CULTIVATOR • • • • • 57 
.Aluli'.&T :K:Jtuf, B.Sc.(EDm.), P .A.S., ..4ssociat6 

ProfeBBor of ..4griculture, Punjab ..4gricul­
lural College, Lyallpur 

VL TliE BIHAR CULTIVATOR • • • • 65 
. D. R. SETHI, M.A., B.Sc.(EDm.), I.A.S., Diredor 

of ..4gricult:ure, Bihar 
vn. THE CENTRAL PROVINCES CULTIVATOR 

1. Tml:' CmlA.TTISG.ARH CuLTIVATOR • • • • 67 
RA.o SAHEB D. R. MOHARTXA~ Dep'Uly Director of 

..4griculture, Raipur, Central Provinces 
2. Tml: GOl!fD CULTIV .&.TOR • 71 

VERRIER EL Wil!f' 
3. Tim B.ua.&. CuLTIVATOR • 74 

VERRIEB. ELwnr 
4. Tml: BEBAR Cux.TIV A.TOR • • • • • 78 

S. G. ?tiUTKEXA.:a, B.Aa., M.Sc.(MA.ss.), I.A.S., 
Deputy Director of ..4griculture, Berar 

5. Tml: KoBXU Cut.TIV ATOR • • • • • 83 
S. G. MumxAB, B.Aa., M.Bc.(MA.ss.). I.A.S., 

Deputy Director of ..4griculture, Berar 
VUL THE ASSAM CULTIVATOR • • • • • 93 

J. N. CHA.x:lu.v.uTY, B.A., M.Sc.A.(CoBlBLL), 
Director of ..4griculture, ..4BBam 

IX. THE NORTH-WEST FRONTIER PROVINCE CULTI-
VATOR • • • • • • • • • 97 

MUH.UDUD ASLA.H :K:Jtuf, M.Sc.(O:al:.), DIP. Aam., 
..4gricultural OJ!iur, North- W esl Frootier 
Provinu 

:X. THE ORIYA CULTIVATOR • . • • • 102 
H. L. DATTA., B.A.(CA.L.), Y.Sc.A.(CoB.DLL), 

Deputy Director of ..4griculture, OrisBtJ 
XL THE SIND CULTIVATOR • • • • • 106 

W. J. JENKINs, C.I.E., lf.A., B.Sc.(EDm.), LA.S., 
Director of ..4griculture, Bombay 

m. THE BALUCHISTAN CULTIVATOR • 112 
NA.ZEEB Amm» JANJUA., M.Sc. (HoNs.), Assi.stanl 

Entomologi.sl, Depart~ of .Agricultuf'e, 
Quetta ' 

I! XIII. THE BURMA CULTIVATOR • • • • • 124 
W. M. CLARK, M.B.E., B.Sc., I.A.S.. Deputy 

·Director of ..4griculture, Nortkera Circle, 
Marulalay 



INTRODUCTION 

THE quick-travelling business man, looking from the: 
windows of a railway carriage, sees the Indian culti­

vator ploughing or drawing water from his well, or 'per­
haps like the Scots peasant in Bums' 'Cotter's Saturday 
Night', collecting 'his spades, his mattocks and his hoes',: 
and wearily bending his course homeward. He is India 
outside of the towns. 

He is mentioned in speeches, leaders, lectures and 
poems usually more as a type than a person .. The object 
of the following sketches is to give some clear outlines in 
place of this vagueness, and especially to show the variety 
of individuals and classes who cultivate the soil of this 
great country. 
· India's immensity and diversity are only known to 
those who have travelled over it. One man's India is 
not another man's India. It is no uncommon thing to 
hear some one say of a particular area: 'This is not India', 
meaning simply that it differs markedly from that part 
in which he has hitherto passed his life. Hence the folly 
of generalization. At the same time, there is a family 
resemblance between these cultivator types, a resemblance 
that grows as one reads the life-story and daily routine of 
one son of the soil after another. 

There is the same plainness of life, the same _wrestling 
with uncertainties of climate (except in favoured areas), 
the same love of simple games, sport and songs, the same 
religious background, the same neighbourly helpfulness, 
and the same financial indebtedness. 

It is these- and similar characteristics which it has 
heen the object of this series of articles to portray. The 
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inspiration 'for them was Edmund Candler's admirable 
book, The Sepoy, in :which he dealt with the various 
types which formed ·the Indian· Army when he wrote, 
about the end of the last war.. With th~ idea. Q~ putting. 
togethe:r a similar description of types of the Indian 
cllltivator, Directors of Agriculture of the various prO­
vinces in. India w~r& addressed and asked to arrange for. 
the writing of these anicles by eompetent people . who 
knew. the cultivators intimately, and particularly to· 
endeavour to get really good photographs, with as much 
character in them as possible. It is believed that the 
gallery of portraits now presented is the first of its kind. 
Naturally_ they v"ary in quality and representativeness,. 
but· one or two are outstanding both as pictures and as 
character studies~ Without in any way making invidious 
comparisons, 'one would draw attention to the portraits 
Qf the Lingayat of Bombay, the Jat of the United Pro• 
vinces, the Gavara cultivator of Madras, and the Hind~ 
eultivator of Bengal, the last-named having a quality: 
reminiscent of Rodfu.. · · · 
. There is an article QIJ. the cultivator of Burma, so long 

a ·part of .the Indian Empire. It has .not been possible 
in the time or space available to add articles on the culti.._ 
vators from the Indian States, though there are among 

. these lll&ny equaDy interesting types. . 
For those who desire rows of figures or discussions of 

:rural economics_ -there are many publications. These 
sketches attempt. no competition with such books bu~ 
~ at giving an idea. .of the cultivator as a inan, and not 
as. an economic unit •. It is hoped that they may be of 
use in many ways and perhaps, . not least, in letting one. 
half of India know how the other half lives. · 
r I am gr~atly indebted to Mr F •. M •. de Mello, B.A.,. 
B.Sc. (Econ.), Editor of the publications of the Imperial 
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Council of Agricultural Research, who has undertaken 
and carried through all- the work of putting these articles 

· into book form. · · 

w. BUBNS 


