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THE SECOND ·AfGHAN.WAR 



' You say my roads are bad, and country is impassable. It is 
well; I am pleased to hear you speak as you do. Now you under
stand how the powerful Tsar, who will not submit to three kings, 
can still do nothing with me, though he never ceases to send his armies 
against me. I do not venture to compare myself to those powerful 
sovereigns. I am Shamyl, a common Tartar ; but my bad roads, 
my woods, and my defiles make me much stronger than a good many 
monarchs. I ought to anoint all my trees with oil, and mix my mud 
with fragrant honey, so much do they tend to the salvation of my 
country."-Words spoken by Shamyl, the great pircassian leader, who 
held Russia in check for thirty-five years. 

" Triumph you may ; confident y~u may be, as I am, in the 
gallantry of your troops ; but when through these gallantries the 
victory has been gained, and you have succeeded, then will come your 
difficulties."-The Duke of Wellington on the _Invasion of Afghanistan, 
in 1838. 

"If we pass into Afghanistan and occupy Kabul and Kandahar, and, 
as some say, we are going to do, occupy lferat-and I can see no limits 
to these operations~verything of that kind means a necessity for more 
money, and means a necessity for more men. From whence are the 
money and men to como ? What do you mean by this sort of strengthen
ing of the Empire ? It is simply loading the Empire." -Mr. Glad
stone's second Midlothian Speech, 1879. 

" Articles of provisions are not to be trifled with, or left to chance ; 
and there is nothing more clear than that the subsistence of the troops 
must be certain upon the proposed service, or the service must be 
relinquished." -The Duke of Wellington. 
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Difficulties, 245 

Hogg, Col.-Transport Service Re
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Hospital Arrangements~ 
Ali Masjid Operations, '14, rwts 1 
D,~~>kka--Inadequate Arrangements, 

37. 
Kandahar, 245, 254 _ 
Khelat-i-Ghilzai . Expedition-Divi

. sional Hospital left at J aldak, 
249 

Hussars, lOth-Disaster in fording 
Kabul River, 284 

Neglect of Precautions, 302 
Night Marches, Dangers of, 301 

I 
Inadequate Forces employed- in the 

War-Dangerous Expedients 
necessitated in Emergencies 
-Scratch Fofces, etc., 45, 

.-. 199, 303 - -
Indian Army_:~ative Army

Augmentation in· October; 1878, 
. Lord Cranbrook's Illegal 
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~ 142 

Indian Army (continued)-
British Officers, Paucity of-Grow

ing Disproportion between 
Native Troops in the Field 
and their European Officers, 
164 

Recruiting, Fa.Iling off in, 162 
Indian Cotmcil-

lllegal Treatment by Lord Cran
brook rs Augmentation of 
Indian Army, 141, 142 

Status and Functions, 141, 143 

J 
Jacob, John-Humanity Shown in 

Sind, 215 
Jajis-

Peiwar Kotal Position threatened 
by Mangals and J ajis, 222 

Road Work in Kuram District, 
312 

J ellalabad-
Attack planned by the Mir Akhor, 

194 
Climate, Sanitation, Population, etc., 

44 
Connexion with Gandamak.Position, 

_295 
Occupation by Sir S. Browne, 42, 43 

Commissariat Difficulties, 45 
Permanent Occupation decided on, 

Site.for Cantonments Selected, 
etc., 277 

Jenkins, General-
Lagman Valley Reconnaissance, 194 
Mohmand Punitive Expedition, 173 
Turning Movement on Ali Masjid
. Kata Kushtia, Descent on-Pri-

soners taken on 22nd, etc., 
16-19 • 

Pani Pal, Reconnaissance from, 4 
Juniper Forest, 330, rwts 1 

K 
Kabitkas, 232, note 1 
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.. 
Browne's, Sir S., Scheme amounting 

to demonstration of Impossi
. bility, 278 

·Kuram Field Force, Co-operation
Reserve, Formation of, 307 
Transport Difficulties-Reduction 

in Impedimenta ordered by 
• General Roberts, 309, 313 

Troops Selected for Advance, 306 
Nat ural Difficulties,Advance checked 
- by-British forces at a Stand

still, 154 
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Kabul River-lOth Hussars Disaster, 

284, 301, 302 
Kachi Desert, 118, note 1· 
Kadani Plain-Achakzai Raids, 317 
Kakar Country- ' 

Biddulph's Division of Kandahar 
Field Force, Retirement by 
Thal-Chotiali Route, Bee 
Kandahar Field Force 

Biddulph's Reconnaissance, 111, 115 
Kam Dakka Affair, 296 

Casualties, 300 
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Results-Collapse of Mohmand Re

sistance, 300 
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N awab Gholam Hussain Khan 
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Retention of Province opposed by 
General Stewart, 260 
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Le Messurier's, Major, table for 

Gwaja and Khojak Routes, 
129 ' 

Reconnaissance of Passes, 112 . 
Sanitary Improvements, 332 
Sub~ ... --»jtish Authority, 

237 
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Measures taken to protect 
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243,255 
Kandahar Field Force (Stewart)
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Ghlo Kotal Pass Action, 233 
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Advance on Ghazni and Herat im
possible owing to Supply and 
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237 

Biddulph's Division-Retirement by 
Thal-Chotiali Route 

Arrangements, Division of Force, 
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Stewart, 321, 334 

Cholera among Troops, 331 
Difficulties of Route, 322, 330 

Kandahar Field Force (continued); 
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324 
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Damars of Smalan, Threatened 

Attack, 323 . 
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Camels, etc., 322. 
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321 
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328 ' 

Organization, . 326 
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Sickness among Troops, 329 
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237 ... 
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. .241 . 

Comparison between· General 
Stewart's Position at Kanda
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. Lusaca, 259 · 
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. 237 
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.Hospital Arrangements in Kandahar,· 

245, 254 -
Line of Communications, 318 

Bombay Division Guarding -Line, 
120, 121, 122, 131 . . . 
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Raids on, 317, 333 
Multan Garrison, 131 

. Pathan Attack on Camp of Royal 
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Pathans in Native Regilnents, Dis· 
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Quetta-Insanitary Condition,· 123 
Reduction in Force - General 

Btewart;'s Proposal, 246 
Lytton's,. Lord, Consent, 318 
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Routes to be followed, 320 · 
Bee alBo -subheading Biddulph's 

Division 
Reorganization;· 125 ~ 
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318 
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Sharif, 152 
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. art)-
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, etc., 253 . 
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Khojak Pass-- . 
Occupation ·by General Biddulph's 
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Reconnaissance of, 112 
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Khojak Route to Kandahar-Major 
Le Messurier's table, 129, note 1 

Khost Expedition (Roberts)-
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203 

Climate, etc., of Khost Valley, 205 
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Distance traversed, 203 
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Exploration and Survey of Valley, 
221 

Incidents of the March, 204 
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. Mahomed Akram's Warning, 206 
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Mangal Attack-
Camp attacked, 209 
Casualties, 211 

• Cavalry Reconnaissance under 
Major Stewart, 208 

Mahsud Waziri Raid and burning 
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Roberts' Position, 222 

Responsibility of Expedition resting 
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229 

Retirement, 226, 227 
Second Gatberine; of Tribesmen re

ported-Retirement resolved 
on, 223 

Sickness among Troops, 222 
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with Turi Levies, 224 
Rescued from Mangal Attack, 226 

Supplies-Arrival of Convoy, 221 
Villages plundered and burnt-No 

Prisoners to be taken, etc., 
210, 211, 213 

Roberts's, General, Account of 
Transaction, 220 
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Second Accounts, 228 

Waziri Prisoners, 211 
Attempt to escape during Scare 

of Night Attack, Number 
Killed and Wounded, 218 

Yakubi Outpost, Experiences of, 
219 

Khugiani Rising-Action at Futte
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Khushdil Khan- ka - Killa - Fort re
paired and garrisoned by . 
General Biddulph, 112 
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50, 51, 52 
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Alternative Route-Reconnaissance 

Party unable to discover
practicable alternative route, 
43 

Arrangements with Tribes-Major 
Cavagna.ri's Arrangements, 
etc., 50 
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note 2, 169 
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188, 338 

Description of the Pass, 30 
Hostile Attitude of Tribes, 194, 280, 

338 
Tytler's Recall from Bazar Valley, 
. 181, 191 

Rentmciation of Authority by Amir 
-Conditions of Peace laid 
down by Lord Lytton, 336 

Survey Parties, Attacks on, 195 
see also Names of Tribes. 

Khyber River-Sickness due to Water 
of, 30 

" King's," 8th-Gallantry at Peiwar 
Kotal, 87, 91, note 1 

Haines', Sir F., Praise of, 306 
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British Control-Conditions of Peace 
~:.: ·.:_:;;;.. ::-..- Lord Lytton, 

337 
Limit of British Administration 

fixed at Ali Khel, 342 
Description, 56 

Kuram Field Force (Roberts)
Commissa.riat Difficulties, 304 
Distribution of Troops,Jan. 1879, 202 · 
Haines', Sir F., Visit, 306 
Haste and Rashness displayed by 

General Roberts throughout 
Campaign, 94 

Kabul, Advance on, Co-operation 
in, 888 Kabul 
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Length of, 200 · 
Raids by Tribesmen, 164,201,304 
Troops sent to strengthen, 227 
Watson's, General, Command, 305 

McPherson, Mr., Special Corre
spondent of Standard-Lord 
Roberts' Charges against, 
314, note 

Kuram Field Force {continued)- . 
Position in January, 1879-Length 

of Lines of Communicatf>n, 
· etc., 200 . 

Sappari Pass, Examination_ of
. _ Mangal Attack on Transport 

Train in Manjiar Defile, 99 
Criticism of Gen. Roberts' Dis

positions, Neglect of Precau
tions, etc., 103, note 2, 106, 
108, note 2 

Shutargardan Reconnaissance, 96 ~ 
Sickness among troops, 200, 222 
Theft from Field Treasury Chest by 

Native non- commissioned 
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fantry, 104 . 

Transport Difficulties, 201, 305 
888 also Peiwar ~otal !Action, Kho"r!t 

Expedition and Kuram Forts 
Kuram Forts, Gen_eral R?berts's Ad

vance on. -
· Cavalry rush-Attempt to inter- · 

cept Fugitives from Kapi- , 
yang, 58 

Difficulties of Route, 58, 59 
Division-of Column and Isolation of 

Detachments-Advance con
ducted on assumption that 
Mghans would not attack, 
60 

Evacuation by Amir's troops, News 
of, 59 

Garrison left by General Roberts, 62 
Route selected, 57 
Ruinous Condition, 62 
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Lagman Valley-Disturbances stirred 
up by· Azmatulla, etc., 191, 
194, 282 

Lalpura District-
Cavagnari's, Major, Reception of 

Mahomed. Shah Khan after 
- occupation of Dakka, 32 

Mohmands' threatened Attack on, 
296 

Swat,_ Akhand of, Efforts to stir up 
Mahomed Shah Khlw against 
the British, 194 · 

Leach, Capt. E •. P., of Survey Depart
menfM.-Shinwari attack on, 
Gallantry of Capt. Leach, etc., 
195 • 

Limond, Cot-Construction· of cart 
road from J a.mrud to Dakka, 
42 and nole 
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Khyber J..ine-Hostility of Tribes, Ali, 166 

· . etc., 33, 32, 34, 280, 338 Candidature no longer pressed, 310 
Maude's Division. Duties of, 41, 

277, 295 M 
Kuram Field Force-Length of Macgregor, CoL C. :M.-Recommend&-

Lines, Tribesmen's Raids, ' tion of Second Invasion of 
- etc., 164, 200, 201, 227, 304: Bazar Valley, 174 

Lucas, Captain, 112 Macnabb, Mr.-Political Adviser to 
Lytton, Lord-;-Viceroy of India- Gen. Maude 

Augmentation of Indian Native Appointment, 183, 281 
Arrily in Oct. 1878-Defects Bazar Expedition, Termination of-

" · . of Method, etc., 14:2 and Approval «>f Gen. Maude's 
twte 1 . . Action. 183 

Cavagna.ri's, Maj., Khyber Appoint- Qualifications for Political Post in 
• ment due to his support of the the Khyber superior to those 

• Viceroy's Afghan Policy, 18!) of Major Cavagnari, 189 
Kandahar Field Force, Consent to Macpherson, Gen.-

Reduction of,. 318 Ali Masjid, Turning Movement on 
Native Troops, Paucity of British · 2nd, 30 

-. · Officers-Indian Stafl Corps Le.gman Valley Expedition, 282. 
thrown open to Officers .of 301 
Regiments not serving in McPherson, Mr., Spi,cia.I Correspondent 
India;-165. · with Kuram Field Force-

Objects of the War, 158 Charges against, by Lord 
Peace- · Roberts, 314, notfJ 

Conditions laid down, 336 • McQueen, Major-Shelling of Afghan 
Despatch announcing Conclusion Camp on the Peiwa.r Moun-

-Moderation of tone, Value tain, 88 
as historical document, etc., Mahomed Akram Khan, Governor of 

, 342, 343 Khost, 203, 206 
Diflerence of Opinion with Home Mahomed Ali. Prince-Circumstances 

Government as to Re-settle- of Death, 156 
ment of Afghanistan. 166 Mahsud Waziris.-Invasion of British 

Establishment of an _ Afghan , Territory, Burning of Tank, 
Government an essential Pre- . 164: 

· · liminar;y, 165. Roberts's Position in Khost Valley, 
Programme - Simultaneous three- Eflect on, 222 

fold Invasion of Afghanistan. Maloolmson, Col.-Retirememt from 
109 · • · Helmand, Alizai Attack on 

Programme going to pieces at ·._ Rearguard under Col. Mal-
first contact with hard facts • oolmson, 268, 275 
-Sir S. Browne's entire force Malikdin Khel-
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Khyber, 33 Expedition, 47, 4:8, 53 
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the Cost-Inability to rein- Enemy and one man shot-
force the 2nd Division of Reparation, etc., 54 
Peshawar Valley Field Force, Mangal Tribe-
45- · · Khost Expedition, Attack on. 8U 

Three Lines of Advance with Khost Expedition 
Troops and Transport none Kuram Force, Raids on Communi-
too numerous for one, 46 cations, 201 
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Man,gals and Jajis, 222 t . 

Manjia.r Defile-Me.ngal Attack on 
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Train, etc., 101, 103, note 2, 
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Matun, Man,gal attack on Camp, """ 
Khost Expedition"""""Me.ngal 
Attack 

Maude, Gen.-Opposition to indis
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1 

Maude's Division-Peshawar Valley 
Field Foree-

Bazar Expeditions, """ that title 
Constitution, 39 
Demands on-Severity of Convoy 

Duties, Len,gth of Lines of 
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Haines's, Sir F., Arrangements
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Maude unable to take over 
Jelle.labad, 295 

Instructions to Gen. Maude on taking 
up Command, 38 
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Ali Masjid 'Turning Movement

Chan,ge of Plan necessitated 
by Mohmand Hostility, 5, 6, 
19 

Attacks on Convoys in the Khyber, 
Outrages near Ali Masjid, etc., 
32,33 . 

Bazar Expedition-Recall of Tytler's 
Column necessitated by 
Rumours of Mohmand and 

· Bajauri Rising, 181, 191 . 
Browne's Expedition against, 191, 

1!!2 
Macpherson's Column-Passage of 

Kunar River, 192 · 
Tytler's Column, March of, 193 

Dakka looted. by Mohxllands, 31• 
Importance of securing Neutrality

Major Cavagnari's Cordiality 
· to Khan of Lalpura, 32 · 

Kam Dakka Affair, 296 · 
Results-Collapse of · ·Mohmand 

Resistance, 300 · 
Lalpura, threatened Attack on, 296 . 
Punitive Expedition undertaken at 

Cavagnari's Request, 172 
Muir, Sir William-Attitude towards 

the War, 142. ... 
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from Madras, 131 
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Gen. Maude to a Young Mili
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Political Otlicer, 183, 281 211S · 

Re-organization of Force, 39 Night Marches, Dangers of, in Moun-
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work, 162, 174 AliMasjid--ConcealmentofFlanking 
Weakness of Forc&-Reinforcements Movement neither possible 

refused, 45 nor useful, 25 · 
Mel Manda Valley, 232 Bazar Expedition-Reasons for 
Michni Pass- Night March, 48, 49 

Alternative to Khyber Route, 43 Conditions of Success, 23 
Renunmation of Authority by Amir Lagman Valley-lOth Hussars Dis-

-Conditions of Peace laid aster, etc .• 301 . 
down by Lord Lytton, 336 Peiwar Mountain Operations-

Mir Akhor- Turning Movement on night 
Jellalabad, Attack planned by the of 1st• December, 75 

Mir Akhor, 194 , Non-Combatants, Just and. Hun:lane 
Preaching a Jehad among Shinwaris · Traditions of Anglo-Indian 

and Ghilza1s, 191 Army, Violation by Gen. , 
Mixing up Troops from a variety of Roberts, 213 , 
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Frequency of Occurrence dur· FailurP of Winter Rains, 
ing the War, _etc., 1119 . Distress, e~c.1 159 
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. proposed. etc., 137 
' Facts, Disagreement as to, 131' 
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Foresight, 140 . 
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Negotiations with Yakub Khan, 311 
Conditions laid down by Lord 

Lytton, 336 . 
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conceded. 338 . 
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and Cavagnari at Gandamak, 
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Treaty of Gandamak Concluded. 
342 I 
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war. 345 • 
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Kuram Field Force, Withdrawal 
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of, 342, 343 
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344 
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· etc., 88, 91, 92 · 
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Afghan Position, 71, 72 
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64, 66 
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Constitution of Force, 62 
Diffieulties of the Routs, Slowness of 
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Etal tk Situation, Night of 2nd De-
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Front Attack, 86, 91 
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General Roberta throughout 
Operations, 94 
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Picnic Hill, Advance on-Position of 
Gen. Roberta and Staff, 80 

Plan of Attack (2 December), 73 
Reconnoitring parties-Reports, 68, 

69 
Second Turning Movement towards 

Zabardust K.i1Ia, 89-Criti
cism.94 

Shere Ali's Account of Action in 
Firman of 22nd December, 
149 

Spin Gawai Position
Attack and Capture, 78 
Turning Movement-Night March 

of 1st December, 75, 83 
Treachery of Pathans of 29th 

Punjab Infantry, 76, 79-
Punishment, 104 

Turi Spies, False Reports, 61, 63, 
67 
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threatening Position, 2"22 

Perry, Sir Erskme--Attitude tow~da 
the War, Protest agamst 
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142 
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Pishin-
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War, 134 
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manders, Relations between, 
Dangers of Divided· Au
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Bazar Expeditions, Object Lesson 
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men-
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for particular Expeditions, Bee their 
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Punjab Chiefs' Contingent
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Hospitality of Officers, 313, note 2 
Kuram Force, Contingent guarding 
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Punjab-Distress due to ·Failure of 
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Punjab Infantry, 29th- . 

Pathan Treachery on Peiwar Moun
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· DiVision · · 
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· Peiwar Region, 98 
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222 and note 1 
Roberts, Gen.-
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on-Order cutting down Im
- pediments, 309, 313 

Khost Expedition-
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No Prisoners to be taken, 211 
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Justification - Defence in- · 
valid, 213, 228 

Roberts', Gen., Account · of. 
Transaction, 220, 228 
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with Gen. Roberts, 229 

Kuram Campaign-Haste and Rash
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etc., 105 

· McPherson, Mr., ·Standard. Corre
-spondent-Treatment of, 314, 
notB ' 

Peiwar Moimtain Operations-
Attack of November 28, an 

attempted Oowp-de-Main, 67 
Turning Movement on Spin Gawai 
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Sappari Pass (continued)- · Death at Mazir-i-Sharif, 155 
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