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PREFACE 

The Srinivasa Sastri Lectures were delivered at Madras in 
February and March this year and are now published without 
substantial changes. I have dealt with the Constitution up to 
1938, and have not discussed the events of 1939-'41. The. pro
vincial Constitution was suspended in October 1939, in seven 
provinces of British India, at a time when the Federal Constitu
tion had not yet been inaugurated. The Muslim League adopted 
the principle of Pakistan • at its Lahore Session in March, 1940, 
and it became not merely the creed, but the manual of action of 
the League at its Madras Session, in April this year. The new 
scheme of the Viceroy's Expanded Executive Council was pub
lished in July, this year, and immediate effect was given to it. 

This bare recital of events shows clearly the fundamental 
change which events during the last two years have wrought in 
India. The lectures are, therefore, purely academic in their 
spirit and treatment, and I have scrupulously avoided reference to 
controversies which have unfortunately rent India in twain. I 
have tried to function merely as a rapporteur, and have contented 
myself with elucidating the provisions of the Act, and explaining 
the viewpoint of the various interests affected thereby. 

The Constitution Act of 1935 is dead, and the new Constitu
tion that will be devised will have to take into account the insis
tent demand of the Muslim community for the security of its 
position in India, no less than the keen desire of India for Domi
nion Status of the '\VII!stminster variety, which should be 
conceded within a definite time. Finally there is the offer of 
the Viceroy of August 8, 1940, and the speech of Mr. Amery on 
April, 22, this year. This dry recital of chief events will show 
how rapidly the political situation has changed in India. 

In the First Part, I have confined myself to the exposition of 
the Act of 1935. In Part II, I have dealt, very briefiy, with my 

• conclusions, which, it must be noted, are tentative, and are merely 
summaries of arguments for and against particular proposals. 

27, Elgin Road, 
Allahabad, 

August, 17, 1941, 
SHAFAAT AHMAD KHAN 
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