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-FOREWORD 

THIS book should be useful as o~ering _much valuable information· 'itt~ 
' a compendious form. It is well ·to .. reprint ·the Congre~s~L,eague

Scheme for comparison witli the criticisn;ts ., ~~: ;~ .. c_~t;lta}~~4 , in the; 
Report, as it will be seen· that those criticisms are .ll_lp{~ fat~l-tp th~ 
1\lontagu-Chelmsford Scheme than to the one they misjudge; -The
proposals now offered to India fall far below _those of :Mr_; Gokba.'le-. 
helJ up to us as a model of moderation-.:as :well a~ .f~r: b~ls>w· t)lQSe ot· 
the "Ninetee_Jl,'' an~;the National Congre~ and· Al1-l~dia · ~uslim··. 
League, the well~con.'sidered reforms demandedl>y, the Indian Nation. 
Yet all those were· formulated ~n' 1914! and·~ 191;6, an<;t things ·.~ave 
moved fast since then. ''!' ) :·:.: _.t ! · ::..LuT. ; • .. • • · 

But far more regrettable than Pte. !imlte·J~i~f~;~~ :p~·op~e.4 .with· 
• the added pO\yer of autocracy in the Central Governm~nt;Js ,the spirit 

of the Scheme-the distru~t of .Indian capacity,·the ~~ogal'lt.vie'w of 
India's unfitness to manage· her own affairS~ and· the ·assumption .that 
foreigners and not her own people are.to det.er;niDe the~stages_ of her 
enfranchisement~ She is offer~ Foreig~~Qet~rmill~iip~{~nst~~d of 
Self-Determination, and is ask~d to a~cept it •. ·.. · · '·~ ..,. .. , ;' 

~ . • . 1 

The historical retrospect is . purely bureaucratic, rwaving ~aside · 
history as it exists in favour of the distorted representations~ current in ' 
Britain and in Anglo-India, and thus gr~vely prejudicing.:I~d~~'s case. 
in the eyes of the British Democracy. I do., no~ believe tha~ it, was 
writtenin order to delgde ;,Lonly say that, if it: had been so writt¢n, it 
could not have been better wrought out. I acquit the writers o(;aJI, 
save ignorance, but ignorance is a disqualificat~on for writitig'h1sto.r1ca 

, '· l ... I· ·> • . .. . .. _,, ' 
essays. · . ; .. .·. ,. . , , . , , .. , . 1 

It is of vital importance to India that the .Schem~: ~it ~t~nd~·shall 
not be- accepted. The insertion of the essentials of 'the Congress· 
League scheme would make it a short first' step tow~rds Self-Govern·· 
ment. On that all patriots should concentrate their efforts from the 
present .. day until the Bill now drafting becomes an Act. . ~· · • 

-·~·ANNI~. BES~NT 
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