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FOREWORD

Mr Varadachariar’s lectures are of very sub-
stantial interest to all those concerned with
the vital question of the immediate future of
India, the relation of the States to the Federa-
tion. His attitude to the question is essentially
founded on sound legal considerations ; he states
fairly the claims which have been put forward
regarding the position of the States, and shows
how they rest on mistaken assumptions, in-
compatible with history. He investigates the
very difficult question of the position of the
States which accede to the Federation, and
indicates the importance and complexity of
the problem of the effect of alteration of the
constitution, as enacted in the Government of
India Act of 1935, on the obligation of the States
to respect the federal bond.

All the issues which the author discusses are
highly controversial ; his discussion will prove
well adapted to stimulate thought and to clarify
ideas on matters which are not merely of great
theoretic but also of immediate practical
importance, and his lectures deserve close study
by Indian political thinkers and those charged
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FOREWORD

with government of the States, whose vital
importance to India has so fittingly been ex-
pressed by Lord Willingdon in his valedictory
address.

- A. BERRIEDALE KEITH
The University of Edinburgh
15 April 1936



PREFACE

These lectures were delivered at the Madras
Law College on 10, 1T and 12 March this year
at the invitation of the University of Madras
under the Sundaram Iyer-Krishnaswami Iyer
Endowment founded by Sir Alladi Krishna-
swami Iyer, Advocate-General of Madras.

My thanks are due to Mahamahopadhyaya
Prof. S. Kuppuswami Sastri and Rajasevasaktha
Dewan Bahadur Dr S. Krishnaswami Aiyangar
who helped me by their investigation of the
authorities bearing on the Hindu conception
of law and sovereignty. I am also obliged to
Prof. K. V. Venkatasubrahmanya Aiyar of the
Madras Iaw College for discussing with me some
of the questions dealt with in these lectures.

I gladly acknowledge my gratitude to Prof.
A. Berriedale Keith who very kindly read these
lectures and favoured me with his interesting
and useful comments. He has added to my
indebtedness to him by the valuable Foreword
which he has contributed to this publication.

N. D. VARADACHARIAR

Madras
August 1936
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