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PREFACE. 
Historians will undoubtedly regard the year 1926 as one of 

the most disappqinting and disastrous in the history of Trade 
Unionism. The year was marked by the consequences of the 
departure from sound Trade Union principles, and the substitu
tion by most leaders of political propaganda for tenets which sin
cere Trade Union leaders of the past struggled so hard to inculcate 
in the minds of working men. 

The culminating point was reached when the General Strike 
became a fiasco, the boomerang effect of which brought privation 
to thousands of workers, and incidentally struck a damaging blow 
to many Trade Unions. 

The lessons and mistakes of 1926 will reverberate through 
the years to come, and only by dauntless courage will the sound 
Trade Union principles, which were espoused by leaders before the 
intrusion of " Political Adventurers " with anti-British ideas and 
doctrines, be again firmly established to the betterment of the· toil
ing millions whose main desire, as it is everyone's, is to achieve 
by mutual service the maximum of happiness and well-being in 
this world. 

Therefore it has been deemed wise to put on record, for the 
guidance of present and future officials and members of the 
National Union of Seamen, the deliberation~ of the Executive 
Council and Annual Meetings of this body during the year 1926, 
in the hope that these pages, which are a correct cgpy of the 
shorthand notes, will be a guidance to those who may be destined 
to take part in the control of the policy of the National Union of 
Seamen and the conditions of work and welfare of the seamen 
and their families. 
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TilE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL llEETiNGS. 

The Executive Council Meetings were held at St. George's 
Hall, \\'estminster Bridge Road, London, S.E.1, on Monday, 
July 19th, Tuesday, July 20th, and \Vednesday, July 21st, 1926, 
Mr. J. Havelock \Vilson, C. H., C.B.E., in the chair. 

PRESENT: 
J. HAVELOCK WILSON, C.H., C.B.E. (General President). 
E. CATHERY, C.B.E. (General Secretary). 
G. GUNNING (Acting Assistant General Secretary). 

W. J. DAVIES ... Trustees. 
F. FOLEY... "'} 

R. McGHEE .. . 

J. GRIFFITHS ... Hon. Members; 
E, TUPPER "'} 

W. SPROW .,, 
J. DoxFORD ... 

Deck Department. 
T. }ONES, substitute !or D. McCARTHY 
J. W. PEARCE ... "'} 
G. T. MARTIN ... • .. 
0. HOARE ••• "'} 
W. MCCARTNEY... ... 
H. I.EY 
J. AsH ... 

Bristol Channel. 
(London) 
Home District. 

Mersey District. 

S. & S. W. Coast. 
N.E. Coast. 

J. MARRITT 
P. LANG ••• 
.J. DAVIDSON 

EngitJe Room Department. 
••• ... ... ... Bristol Channel. 

G. DENCH ... 
H. BURNS ... 
B. FLETT ... 
H. HIGGINS 

"'} . .. 
.J. H. TARBITTEN, District Secretary .. . 
<:. ]ARMAN, District Secretary... .. . 
<:. DAliM, Hon. District Secretary 
M. TEARLE, District Secretary 

Home District. 
Humber District . 
S. & S.W. Coast. 

N.E. Coast. 

West Coast Scotland. 
Humber • 
Mersey. 
Continent. 
Bristol Channel. 

District Secretaries "OtJ rota." 
R. BRECKENRIDGE Scotland. 
R. W. CLOUSTON N.E Coast. 
W. R. SPENCE ... S. & S. W. Coast, 

Caterin~ Department . 
.J. COTTER, National Organiser ... Catering Department. 
·S. G. LE TOUZEL, ... J London. 
-G. HORTON, ... f 
A. KOCK ••• 

_}. CONNELLY 
Continent. 
Belfast. 

W. ALLEN... ... \ Bristol Channel. 
R. H. MITCHELL ••• ) 
T. J. SMITH, substitute !or C. FULTON 
A. STREET 
·C. BOOTH ... 
C. McPHERSON ... 
C. WooDs ... 
H. 0VEREND 

·T. J. NORBS 

Mersey District. 
S. & S.W. Coast. 
Southampton. 
East Coast Scotland. 
Leith. 
West Leith. 
Hull. 

District Secretaries (Catering Department). 
W. ]ONES... ... ... ... ••• Bristol Channel. 
B. MOLLAN Mersey. 

Fraternal Delegates from America. 
A. FURUSETH, P. FLYNN and D. GRANGE International Seamen's 

Union of America. 


