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PREFACE.

Historians will undoubtedly regard the year 1926 as one of
the most disappqinting and disastrous in the history of Trade
Unionism, The year was marked by the consequences of the
departure from sound Trade Union principles, and the substitu-
tion by most leaders of political propaganda for tenets which sin-
cere Trade Union leaders of the past struggled so hard to inculcate
in the minds of working men.

The culminating point was reached when the General Strike
became a fiasco, the boomerang effect of which brought privation
to thousands of workers, and incidentally struck a damaging blow
to many Trade Unions.

The lessons and mistakes of 1926 will reverberate through
the years to come, and only by dauntless courage will the sound
Trade Union principles, which were espoused by leaders before the
intrusion of “ Political Adventurers” with anti-British ideas and
doctrines, be again firmly established to the betterment of the toil-
ing millions whose main desire, as it is everyone’s, is to achieve
by mutual service the maximum of happiness and well-being in
this world.

Therefore it has been deemed wise to put on record, for the
guidance of present and future officlals and members of the
National Union of Seamen, the deliberations of the Executive
Council and Annual Meetings of this body during the year 1926,
in the hope that these pages, which are a correct copy of the
shorthand notes, will be a guidance to those who may be destined
to take part in the control of the policy of the National Union of
Seamen and the conditions of work and welfare of the seamen
and their families.



5
INDEX TO CONTENTS.

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEETING. : - Pages.
First Day's Proceedings voe e 13
Second Day's Proceedings . - e e 130

Third Day's Proceedings e ves e - 235

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.
First Day's Proceedings 331
Second Day’s Proceedings ... e e . 353
Third Day's Proceedings e 389

EXAMINATION OF OFFICIALS,

Case of Mr, Davidson ... e 13
Case of Mr. Hagen and Mr. Barnes ... 31
Evidence of Mr. Parker ... e e e s 44
The Alleged Conduct of the T.U.C. ... . 48
Case of Mr. Rogers and Mr. Johnson e se, 51
Evidence of Mr. Knight... cer . wes 67
Case of Mr, T. Walsh ... aee 81
Case of Mr. Murray e . 102
Case of Mr. Pearce - e 119
Case of Mr. Osmer . 123

Case of Mr, Roche e - 128.
Case of Mr. Charles McVey ... e e 130, 195, 200, 212
Case of Mr, White and Mr, Parkin ... o 150, 214
Case of Mr. Donnelly and Mr, Allen ... 162

Case of Messrs. Beckett, Cosgrove, Jenkins, Warburton, Lloyd
and Jowett ... o oee 172

Case of Messrs. P, O'Connor, M. Murphy, J. Basson, W. J. Green,
E. Galvin and R, Murray ... aee P wee [ e 181

Case of Messrs, P. Murphy, Aldiidge, Candlish and Kenny .. 189, 226
Question of Superannuation Money ... oo e 196
Case of Mr, Campbell .... .. . .o 229

OTHER BUSINESS,
Affiliation with Foreign Unions vee w317, 295
Appeal from the Wireless Association... oo e - e 276
Appeal of Trades Union Congress ... 317
Appointment of Mr, M. Tearle as National Organiser ... 272

Board of Trade Committee of the S.N. Insurance ... 275
Business of the Union as an Approved Society ... 252
Delegates and Attendance of Trades Union Congress e, ese 312
Election of Delegates, eft., at Labour Party’s Annual Conference 316
Election Nominations ... o ves e .o eon . 272
Further Monetary Grants to Members . .. 304

Fusion of Approved Society ... .. eee s -es 215, 257
General President’s Quarterly Report... 235

General Secretary’s Financial Statement ... . 250
History of the Seamen’s Union 319
Insurance Amalgamation Proposals: Sir Norman Hill's Statements 215
International Seafarers' Federation ... . s 295

International Transport Workers' Federation . . . 297, 317
Labour Party and Treasurer ... e .. . 317 -

Mr, Cathery Elected as Representative on the Trades Union
Congress e e o [ 315



OTHER Busmzsswontmued. s Pages.
Officials and Seagoing Quahﬁcauons .er .- .. . . 318
Officials and Parliamentary Candidatures ... .- e .. 301
Organising Campaiga : Newport Resolution... e, e 303

.Proposed International Seamen’s Union ... oe e N 321

Question of Severance from Political Parties . . - 258
Resignation of Mr. J. Henson ... D 312
Reduction of Entrance Fee to Union ... e . s e 303

Retiring Age for Officials n- e - . e . 306
Rules and Regulations: General President on Implicit Obedience

to Rules and Regulations ... - e . - .. 30
Union Officials and Seagoing Qualifications ... . - s 318
Vote of Thanks to General President ... e . - .« 303, 320
Vote of Thanks to Officials  <en  see eer «ee e e 234,325
Views of the Guests at the Executive Meetings ... e -~ 321

PROCEEDINGS AT THE ANXNUAL GENERAL MEETING,
Annual Balance Sheet and General Secretary’s Report ... - 354
Appreciation of General President’s Efforts ... e . .- 340
Appointment of Committee to Examine Contribution Books, etc. .. 353
Appointment of Standing Orders Committee... e . .. 353
" Appointment of Press Committee ... ase e e s 354
Appointment of National Maritime Board ... s oer 447, 457
Delegate from Australia ... cee - . . . 459
Death of Mr. Talbot, of Southampton Branch e s 434

Election of Trustees and Honorary Members for the Executive
Council s cees - - . s .- .. 387

Election of Assistant General Secretary - - . e 445
Election of Representatives on Seafarers’ Joint Council ... ... 449, 457
Fraternal Greetings from America ... . o e s 389, 450
General President's Annual Address ... - e . . 332.

General Treasurer's Report on the Business of the Union as an
Approved Society ... e ee .- van e - 361

Liverpool No. 1 Resolation ... e . - .. 340
Mr. Henson's Resignation s - ee - .- .. 416
Members Entitled to be Present .o . - oo . 331
Paid Officials and Parliamentary and Municipal Offices ... vee 448
Question of Fusion of Health Societies .ee e oeen 374

Report of Royal Commission on National Health Insurance of
Seamen .- - - .. s - o - 37t

Report of Executive Council on the Expulsion of Officials and
Members . e - e - .- e - 389

Report of Standing Orders Committee - - ves s 404

Resolutions from Branches : North Shields re Disassociation from
Political Affiliation ... . e . e - van 406

Resolution from Green's Home : No Confidence in the Executive
Council aee .- - - aee . . e 418

Resolution of Victoria and Albert Docks re Overtime e - 419
Resolution of Victoria and Albert Docks No. 2 re Policy of Mr.
Havelock Wilson ... o e e . ose oo 420
Resolution of Mersey District re \thhdra\\a.l from the I.T.W.F.... 421
Retirement of the General Secretary . Tie ees mee see 434
Retirement Age Limit ... o . onn - ore oo 442’
Suggested Monument to Samuel Plimsoll ~ ... <o eee  ees 457
Visiters to Annual General Meeting ... e e . o 33



7
THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEETINGS.

The Executive Council Meetings were held at St. George's
Hall, \Westminster Bridge Road, London, S.E.1, on Monday,
July 19th, Tuesday, July 20th, and Wednesday, ]uly 21st, 1926,
Mr. J. Havelock Wilson, C.H., C.B.E., in the chair.

PRESENT: )

J. Haverock WiLsoN, C.H., C.B.E, (General President).

E. CATHERY, C.B.E, (General Secretary).

G. GUNNING (Acting Assistant General Secretary).
F. FOLEY .. “ee . e
W. ]. DAVIES ... } Trustees.
R. McCGHEE e
E, TUPPER }

J. GRIFFITHS .. .
W. SPROW
J. DoxForD

Deck Department.
T. JONES, substitute for D. MCCARTHY
J. W. PEARCE ...
G. T. MARTIN ... s
O. HOARE .« .o eee }
W. MCCARTNEY ...
H, LEY .. . . S. & S.W. Coast.
J. AsH .. . N.E. Coast.

Engine Room Dcpartment.
J. MARRITT Bristol Channel.
P. LANG we  ae .. e Home District.
J. Davipson Humber District.
G. DENCH «.. e e S. & S.W. Coast.

Hon. Members.

Bristol Channel.
(London)
Home District.

Mersey District.

H. BURNS ... e e

B. FLETT v¢  eve  vee  awe } N.E. Coast.

H. HIGGINS s« West Coast Scotland.

J. H. TARBITTEN, District Secretary oo Humber.

C. JARMAN, District Secretary... ...  Mersey.

‘C. DamM, Hon. District Secretary ... Continent.

M. TEARLE District Secretary Bristol Channel.
District Secretaries ''on rota.'

R. BRECKENRIDGE Scotland.

R. W. CrLousTon e .. N.E Coast.

W. R. SPENCE

J. CoTTER, National Organiser

Catering Departinent.

S. & S. W. Coast,

Catering Department.

‘S. G. LE TouzEL, . ...]

-G. HORTON, .o wel London.

A. Kocx ... . . . Continent,

J. CoNnNELLY ... Belfast.

W, ALLEN... aee .

R. H. MITCHELL o e } Bristol Channel.
T. J. SMiTH, substitute for C. FuLToN Mersey District.
A. STREET S. & S.W. Coast.
-C, BOOTH ... . Southampton.
‘C. MCPHERSON ... . East Coast Scotland.
C. Woobs ... . Leith.

H. OVEREND ... . West Leith.
"T.]. NoBmBs oo Hull.

District Secretaries (Catering Department).

W. JONES...
B. MoLLAN

Bristol Channel,
Mersey.

Fraternal Delegates from America.

A. FURUSETH, P, FLYNN and D. GRANGE

International Seamen's
Union of America.



