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FOREWORD

EARLY in the war it became apparent that the trend towards
monopoly in industry and trade, which had been the predominant -
economic development in the period between wars, was being
strongly intensified. The conditions of war themselves immensely
foster this tendency, and these external conditions have been
actively reinforced by Government action. To anyone looking
ahead at the beginning of the war, indeed, it was clear that here
was probably the fundamental economic problem of the 1940’s.
If this trend continued, how could the public interest be pro-
tected against the growing power of the monopolies ?

When Professor- Hermann Levy, whose work on industrial
combination both in this country and in Europe needs no intro-
duction, approached the Fabian Society and suggested an investi-
gation of the developments of combination in the distributive
trades, with special emphasis upon wartime development, we
therefore eagerly welcomed the proposal. The facts which Pro-
fessor Levy has discovered show with extreme clarity the way in
which retail distribution—hitherto believed to be the last strong-
hold of free competition—is moving. They show with even
greater clarity the urgent need for a public policy to cope with
this trend, and to guide it into channels in which the maximum
efficiency will be maintained without danger of exploitation of
the consumer. The Fabian Society sponsors this book in the
hope that it will provide the factual basis indispensable for the
formulation of a sound and progressive policy, though neither
the Society nor its members are responsible for the opinions
expressed.

The Society is indebted to Mr. R. W. B. Clarke for help and
advice in the preparation of the manuscript for publication.

JOHN PARKER,
General Secretary,
Fabian Society.
11 DARTMOUTH STREET,
LonDoN, S.W.x
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AUTHOR’S PREFACE

WHEN in 1909 the first edition of my investigation into British
cartels and trusts was published, the mere existence of so many
quasi-monopolist organisations in the industries of this countty”
came as a surprise to many of its readers, In the meantime one
has become accustomed to regard industrial combination as the
regular organisational feature of British industry. In those days
it was never assumed that anything like industrial combination
could become the characteristic structure of retail trade as well.
Just as it was supposed formerly that * free trade ** would make
industrial combination impossible in this country, so nowadays
the argument is frequently heard that the great multiplicity of
trading outlets will never allow quasi-monopolist retail trade
organisations to flourish for any length of time. Yet cartels in
this country developed in spite of free trade, and retail trade
associations with the unconcealed aim of restricting competition
are to be found in every corner of trade activity in spite of the large .
numbers of single traders. But, again, similarly to industrial
combinations in former days, retail trade associations have been
fortunate to remain in the background of publicity. No such
word as *“ combination ” has yet been introduced to characterise
their objects. The “term * association "—unlike the terms
“ cartel ”, “syndicate” or *‘trust”—is applied to sporting,
charitable and political organisations, and does not itself indicate
. that a new form of restricted competition is rapidly developing,
and that this new development is changing the entire structure of
British retail trade. To the description and analysis of these
changes the present book has been devoted. It may claim to be
the first in the field.

There have been many valuable contributions to partial aspects
of the matter, in the form of books and treatises, and in particular
a series of most instructive and illuminating articles in the Man-
chester Guardian, of some years ago, may be mentioned as having
been of greatest service. My main sources of matecrial, however,
have been, as in my former studics on cartcls and trusts, the
various trade journals which week by week, or month by month,
throw the most instructive light on all matters concerning retail
trade problems. From the elaborate list of trade journals used,

x



x AUTHOR’S PREFACE

-which is appended to this book, the reader may gather the wide
scope of inquiry which confronted the author in his task of
drawing generalisations from a study of almost all important—
and also from many less important or less conspicuous—branches
of retail trade. It is regrettable that this valuable source of
information is so little recognised by British economists. Yet it
is clear that argumentation on theoretical lines is worthless unless
it is fully backed by unassailable facts. ‘These facts are drawn
from the actual life and policy of retail trade associations. With-
out these facts, discussion might even be misleading and danger-
ous to the community. At the same time, the author has striven
to avoid accepting what are merely the views and opinions of the
so-called * practical men ” in the trades. The problcm transcends
the sometimes very narrow, and nécessarily opportunist, outlook
of the so-called authorities of single trades. It touches, on the

' contrary, many aspects on which the State must in the last resort
decide. 'The private outlook of trade representatives—experts as
they may be—must be separated from the broader horizon of

public interest and utility. o

It is highly satisfactory that the President of the Board of
Trade, after consultation with the Ministers of Labour and Food,
appointed in June 1941 a Committee to examine the present’
" problems of the retail trade in goods other than food. The
present book was finished by the end of that month. In view of
the coming findings of the new Commmittee the author may express
the hope that his attempt to describe and analyse the main
development and objectives of retail trade associations, past and
present, may be of some value when the problem of the attitude
of the State towards these trade corporations of to-morrow will
demand a solution. How far the author, who is indebted to the

Fabian Society for most helpful assistance, has been able to pre-

pare the road for such final decisions it is for the readers of this

book - to judge. ,
HERMANN LEVY.
1942,

\
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A Sociological Study
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The author describes the place of science and education in the major industrial
countries. He examines various methods of fostering the scientific attitude, of
encouraging more scientific thinking and considers how science can be interpreted
to the common man. About 15s. net

VISUAL EDUCATION IN A NEW DEMOCRACY

An Historical Survey and Suggestions for the Future
by OTTO NEURATH, Dr.Phil. :

The dissemination of information and knowledge on a large scale in a New
Democracy makes the invention of new forms of . visual presentation essential.
This study describes the gradual emergence of visual education in relation to
the changing nature of society. Its final aim is to suggest methods which are
democratic and will prevent mass-education from levelling down culture.

With Charts. About 21s. net

THE SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY OF EDUCATION

An Introduction and Guide to its Study
by C. M. FLEMING, Ed.B., Ph.D.,
University of London Institute of Education

In this book an attempt is made to describe the social and psychological con-
ditions under which education is effected and some of the reasons forits incom-
plete success. The book is addressed not only to teachers in schools but to
parents, business managers, factory foremen, club leaders, husbands and wives.
Second Impression. 7s. 6d. net

Sociology o SOCIOLOGY OF THE RENAISSANCE

by ALFRED VON MARTIN. Translated by W.L. LUETKENS
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to some extent determined that great period of artistic and intellectual activity.
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Literature i
by LEVIN L. SCHUCKING, Dr.PHhil.

Dr. Schiicking enquires into the various factors which determine the reputa-
tion of works.of art and asks in what sense such works express the spirit of an
age. He deals in detail with the great changes in the literary and artistic
tradition which occurred at the end of the 19th century, drawing much of his
evidence from English sources. 7s. 6d. net
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A classic in the sociology of law. Marxist analysis at its best, it has for its
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CORPORATIONS AND THEIR CONTROL
by A. B. LEV'Y, Dr. Jur., C.L.S. (Cambs.)

Dr. Levy deals with private corporations, their development in different
countries, their present place in modern society, and their future in post-war
reconstruction. The structure of private corporations has obvious dangers. Itleads
to the concentration of vast powers in the hands of a few. T'o meet this economic
social and political danger, new means of control will have to be developed, and
Dr. Levy therefore discusses legal and political proposals in detail.

2 vols. About 18s. net each
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THE CONTROL OF INDUSTRIAL

COMBINATIONS

by ANDREW NEUGROSCHEL
FPh.D. (Lond.), Dr. jur., Dr. pol., of the Middle Temple, Barrister-at-Law

This study gives an outline of the development, forms and effects of monopo-
listic organizations in Britain, the United States, and the principal industrial
countries of the world. It supplies a critical survey of the law of combinations
and particularly of the methods of public control so far evolved by the various
systems of law, and analyses the possibilities of more effective post-war control.
About 15s. net

SOVIET LEGAL THEORY

Its Social Background and Development
by RUDOLF SCHLESINGER, Dr. rer.pol.

Dr. Schlesinger’s book is valuable not only because it is written out of the
source material but because it integrates the legal philosophical and sociological
approaches. The book describes the changing Soviet Conceptions of Law as they
reflect the transformation of Soviet society. Law is observed both as a part of
the changing Ideology and as a new form of controlling agent in a new type of
society. There is an mmportant chapter on the social controls of industrial and
agrieultural production. About 18s. net

SOCIAL RECONSTRUCGTION AND THE FUTURE
OF CRIME

by HERMANN MANNHEIM
Dr. Yur., Lecturer in Criminology in the University of London

The author urges that the conception of crime, the functions of the criminal
law and of the criminal courts should be reconsidered in the light of the present
crisis in social, economic, and moral values, on the one hand, and of the simul-
taneous changes in methods of government and administration on the other.
He examines how far the traditional safeguards of the individual in a liberal era
are living forces worth preserving, and how in a well-planned society a recon-
ciliation may be brought about between truly scientific methods of treating the
law-breaker and the old established ideas of democracy. About 15s. net

VOLUNTARY SOCIAL SERVICES BETWEEN Sociology of the
THE TWO WARS Soctal Services

by HENRY A. MESS, Reader in Social Science in the University of London

Dr. Mess tells the story of the achievements of the voluntary social services in
this country, and supplies an analysis of motivation and of methods. He describes
the intricate partnership of the voluntary organizations and of the statutory
bodies, and discusses the principles on which their respective functions should
be assigned. His conclusion is that a new and more careful integration of
voluntary and statutory effort is not only in the tradition of English society but
also essential to the preservation and re-vivifying of English democracy.

About 10s. 6d. net

THE ANALYSIS OF POLITICAL BEHAVIQUR: Sociology and
AN EMPIRICAL APPROACH Politics

by HAROLD D. LASSWELL
Formerly Professor of Political Science in the University of Chicago, now
Director, War Communications Research, Library of Congress

Political Science has gradually developed from a history of political thought
and study of political institutions into a sociological and psychological analysis
of human behaviour in the political field and a study of the techniques of in-
fluencing man and controlling political institutions. Professsor Lasswell was one
of the pioneers in that transformation and this volume presents a collection of
his recent studies. About 18s. net
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DEMOCRACY, POLITICAL REPRESENTATION
AND THE ELECTORAL SYSTEM

An Analysis of the Fundamentals

by GERHARD LEIBHOLZ, Dr.Phil.
Is traditional Liberal Democracy the only form Democracy can take? Some
of the basic concepts and institutions of Democracy are analysed in relation
to the author’s answer to this question. About 15s. net

DICTATORSHIP AND POLITICAL POLICE
The Technique of Control by Fear
by E. K. BRAMSTEDT, Dr.Phil., Ph.D. (London)

The present study examines the structure and function of the Political Police
with its various technical, sociological and political aspects, firstly during the
two phases of Bonapartism in France, then inside Germany and in the countries
subjected to the New Order. 'The calculated methods of terror, their relation-
ship to propaganda, their psychological impact on the population are dealt with.

About 155. net

NATIONALITY IN HISTORY AND POLITICS
by FREDERICK HERTZ, author of Race and Civilization

Dr. Hertz here presents the first adequate survey of the whole problem of
nationality, His approach combines the systematic with the historical method,
and he considers in comprehensive detail the numerous factors which determine
the concept of nationality, including the important question of race. Dr. Hertz
shows that political and economic nationalism is the main cause of the catastrophe
of civilization in our time. 25$. net

PATTERNS OF PEACEMAKING
by DAVID THOMSON, Ph.D. (Cambs.), Research Fellow of Sidney Sussex
College, Cambridge; E. MEYER, Dr. rer. pol.; and A. BRIGGS, B.A. (Cambs.).
An historical study of the process of peacemaking in the past, methods of
international conference, of preparation and procedure, followed by a study of
the substance of peacemaking, the general principles and content of settlement.
About 15s. net

Economic PLAN FOR RECONSTRUCTION

Planning by W. H. HUTT
Professor of Commerce in the University of Capetown

“Professor Hutt argues cogently that security, peace and prosperity all depend
on the creation of a new order from which the right to restrict production has
been banished, and this belief is the foundation of the plan for reconstruction
which he outlines in detail in his book.”  Nature. Second Impression. 18s. net

THE IMPLICATIONS of ECONOMIC PLANNING

by K. MANDELBAUM, Dr.Phil., and E. F. SCHUMACHER, Dr.Phil.

A popular study of the economics of a social system that is neither capitalist
nor totalitarian. The first half of the book describes the Planning without a Plan
which characterized the pre-1939 system. The authors then pass to a critical
examination of such Reform tendencies in present-day theory and practice as
the Keynesian Diagnosis, the New Deal, the Corporate State, the Socialists.
The final chapters offer constructive suggestions on the new range and meaning
of Freedom in a Society which makes full use of its resources.  About 7s. 6d. net

DANGER SPOTS IN THE NEW ECONOMIC
CONTROLS

by Dr. F. BURCHARDT and G. D. N. WORSWICK, Institute of Statistics,
University of Oxford

The survival of democracy depends upon our awareness of the main changes
which are going on in the economic field. Among the recent transformations the
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most important ones are the establishment of war-time controls in our industrial
life. ‘This book does not only give a thorough survey of these changes but
discusses the polmed and social implications of the transformation which took
place. About 15s. net

N
RETAIL TRADE ASSOCIATIONS
A New Form of Monopolist Organization in Britain
by HERMANN LEVY, author of The New Industrial System

“A signal contribution to the economics of democracy . . . the very stuff of
democratic freedom is involved.” Economist. Second Impression. 158, net

THE PRICE OF SOCIAL SECURITY.

by GERTRUDE WILLIAMS, Lecturer in Economics, University of London

After a general discussion of the dynamic nature of economic society, and the
growmg rigidity in the economic system, Mrs. Williams considers the new social
security policies embodied in the Beveridge Report and other plans for the post-
war industrial world, shows how various problems involved have been tackled
in Russia, U.S.A. and Germany, and deduces the lessons to be learned from

" war-time labour controls. 128. 6d. net

THE CHANGING PATTERN OF DEMAND
by CHARLES MADGE

As the industrial masses rise above subsistence level new social phenomena
appear. A falling birth rate, a change in attitude towards political and religious
institutions and shifts in the priority of consumer preference: these facts have
been widely observed and to some extent measured. Mr. Madge, on the basis
of ascertained facts, states the case for regarding these social trends as part of
an integral process. T'o understand and control this process, research into the
correlation between its different aspects must be greatly extended. About 15s. net

THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF- THE
MIDDLE EAST
An Outline of Planned Reconstruction

by A. BONNE:, Economic Research Institute of Palestine, Dr. oec. publ.

A thorough and detailed survey of the basic economic facts of the Middle East
and a constructive plan for the development of these areas. About 155. net

THE DANUBE BASIN AND THE GERMAN
ECONOMIC SPHERE
by ANTONIN BASCH, Dr.Phil.

A fully documented economic history of the Danubian area (Austria, Czecho-
slovakia, Hungary, Bulgaria, Rumania and Greece) between the two wars. The
author maintains that no permanent solution of the problems of this area is pos-~
sible without a thoroughly planned integration of its economy with an expanding
world economy and he makes other positive recommendations for agrarian and
industrial reconstruction and the regional organization of foreign trade.

About 10s. 6d. net

CREATIVE DEMOBILIZATION Town and
Vol. I—PRINCIPLES OF NATIONAL PLANNING Country
by E. A. GUTKIND, D.Ing. Planning
Vol. II—CASE STUDIES IN NATIONAL PLANNING g"’”“"
Edited by E. A, GUTKIND, D.Ing. cology

“Dr. Gutkind is certain that we are witnessing the birth- -pangs of a new era,
and it is this certainty which makes his closely written and important book
almost exciting.” Professor C. H. Reslly in the Observer.

Second Edition. 21s. net each
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THE JOURNEY TO WORK

by K. LIEPMANN, Ph.D. (London)
With an Introduction by A. M. CARR-SAUNDERS, M.A., Director of the
London School of Economics
'The first thorough investigation to be published in this country of a problem
of great topical interest. The author has collected valuable data and statistics
concerning methods and distance of travel, sick absence and other social factors
in relation to the journey, from the management and employees of such repre-
sentative firms as Carreras, Austin, Morris, Achille-Serre, etc. The significance
of this research will be readily realized by those concerned with Transport, Town
Planning and Public Health, as well as by all students of sociology and those
interested in the practical problems of reconstruction.
Illustrated with plans and diagrams. 158, net

CITY, REGION AND REGIONALISM

by ROBERT E. DICKINSON, M.A., Ph.D.

Reader in Geography, University College, London
A functional analysis of the problems of human habitat, of the problems of
city growth, and the principles of regionalism. This outline of the essential
basic facts of the structure of the urban community paves the ground for
reasonable planning. The author is fully informed about developments in

Germany, France and the U.S.A., as well as in this country.

With Maps and Plans. About 25s. net

Anthropology PEASANT LIFE IN CHINA

and Colonial by HSIAO T°UNG FEI, Ph.D. (London)

Polzcy Of great value as a portrayal of China’s rural difficulties and potentialities.
‘These lie at the centre of her tasks of reconstruction, first because the bulk of
her population is dependent for its existence upon farming; secondly because
this dependence is complicated, and in some respects :endered desperate, by
maladjustments long neglected by reason of the traditions which sanction them;
and thirdly because in the innumerable villages of which China consists are to
be found qualities and aptitudes which make her one of the biggest reservoirs
of moral strength and practical capacity in the world.” Spectator.

IHlustrated. 15s. net

THE MALAY PEASANT

An Economic Survey of Past Conditions and Future Problems
by RAYMOND FIRTH, Reader in Anthropology in the University of London, and
A.E. P. COLLINS

The result of documentary research and field study, this book analyses the
position of the Malayan population, which has hitherto received little careful
and systematic attention. A work of considerable significance for the determi-
nation of future colonial policy. It is illustrated from photographs and with
maps and diagrams. About 215, net

MALAY FISHING ECONOMY
by RAYMOND FIRTH, Reader in Anthropology in the University of London

This study, carried out mainly on the east coast of Malaya in 1939-40, gives
for the first time a survey of the fishing industry of that important region,
followed by a detailed analysis of the economy of a community of peasant fisher-
men in a sample area on the coast of Kelantan. To complete the picture, a brief
review is also given of sea fishing in Malaya and Indonesia.

Hlustrated. About 21s. net

Sociology and DIAGNOSIS OF OUR TIME
Psycholog y of the by KARL MANNHEIM, Dr.Phil., Lecturer in Sociology in the University of

London
Present Crisis “No man is doing more to illumine with thought the darkness of our
time and to point the way to a new social order based on the democratic
concept.” The Times Educational Supplement.
Second Impression. 10s. 6d. net
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THE FEAR OF FREEDOM
by Dr. ERICH FROMM
“Here in this book is an attempt—perhaps the first important work of its
kind—to link up psychological and sociological factors, to study profoundly the
character structure of modern man, and reply to the most crucial question for
man to-day: the meaning of freedom.” Listener. 2nd Impression. 15s. net

THE INDIVIDUAL AND SOCIETY Social Psychology

A Textbook of Social Psychology, by JULIAN BLACKBURN, Ph.D., B.Sc. 44 Psycho-

(Econ.), Lecturer in Social Psychology at the London School of Economics and analysis
Political Science, University of London

Part one is concerned with the influence upon the individual of his heredity

and environment; of the race and nation to which he belongs; of his social class;

of his sex; of his urban or rural habitation; and of his family life. The second

part considers the development of the normal person from infancy through

school life to adolescence and the choice of a job. The third part discusses the

adult and his social life: his working environment; his leisure; his clubs, asso-

ciations, religion and politics; the factors determining his marital happiness; and

the kinds of changes that occur in his psychology as he reaches middle age and

decline. About 15s. net

SOCIAL LEARNING AND IMITATION

by NEAL E. MILLER and yOHN DOLLARD, of the Institute of Human
Relations, Yale University

This book begins with a brief résumé of the fundamentals of a theory of
social learning. The social conditions and psychological principles of learning
are exemplified in experiments on imitative behaviour, The utility of learning
theory as an integrative instrument in sociology is shown by applications to
problems such as those of social attitudes, social status, crowd behaviour, and
diffusion. About 15s. net

FRUSTRATION AND AGGRESSION

by JOHN DOLLARD, LEONARD W. DOOB, NEAL E. MILLER,
O. H. MOWRER, ROBERT R. SEARS, etc., of the Institute of Human
Relations, Yale University

The authors of this volume attempt to explain aggressive behaviour in terms
of prior frustrations. With this hypothesis they are able to interpret some of the
findings of the clinician, the experimentalist, and the field worker, and to offer
an analysis of child training, adolescence, criminology, race prejudice, democracy,
fascism, communism, and a primitive African society. The hypothesis cuts
across a segment of human behaviour that has implications for all the social
sciences. 108. 6d. net

FREUD

Selected Readings and a Study concerning the Relationship between Psycho-
analysis and Sociology
by WALTER HOLLITSCHER, Dr.Phil.

The aim of this book is to present to the sociologist and social psychologist
those psycho-analytic theories necessary for the comprehension of the behaviour
of individuals in their social settings. Dr. Hollitscher presents a coherently read-
able montage of the writings of Freud relevant to these questions and comprising
the theory of the Unconscious, the theories of instinct, and sex, identification,
super-egoformation, sublimation, rationalization and group formation.

About 15s. net

THE IDEAL FOUNDATIONS OF ECONOMIC Philosophical and
THOUGHT Social Foundations

Three Essays on the Philosophy of Economics, by W. STARK, Dr. rer pol., Dr.Jur. Qf T}loug}zt
“A book of real interest and considerable distinction . . . what in substance he
has done is to examine and compare the philosophic foundations of classic
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political economy, on the one hand, and of modern economics, on the other . . .
in part an historical, in part an ethical investigation.” Harold ¥. Laski in The
New Statesman. Second Impression. 15s. net

THE/HISTORY OF ECONOMICS IN ITS
RELATION TO SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

by W. STARK, Dr. rer. pol., Dr. Fur.

Dr. Stark’s great knowledge of the historical material and his subtle inter-
pretations provide not only a challenging outlifie of the development of economic
theory but also a realistic explanation of its history. About 10s. 6d. net

General Sociology A HANDBOOK OF SOCIOLOGY

by W. F. OGBURN, Professor of Sociology, University of Chicago,
and M. F. NIMKOFF, Professor of Sociology, Bucknell University

Basing their conclusions on the large body of empirical research done in
recent years in England and the U.S.A., the authors view social life as the
interaction of four factors: The biological organism, geographical environment,
group processes and cultural heritage. They discuss the principal conclusions of
biology, psychology, geography, and other disciplines insofar as they are
relevant to sociology, and then proceed to the presentation of the fundamental

facts, basic concepts and theories which form the body of sociology proper.
About 25s. net

Foreign Classics DILTHEY

quoctolog_) ' Selected Readings from his Works and an Introduction to his Sociological and
Philosophical Work by H. A. HODGES, Professor of Philosophy in the
University of Reading

A comprehensive account of Dilthey’s work, followed by translations of

selected passages from Dilthey which illustrate and amplify the main text.
About 10s. 6d. net

MAX WEBER: SCIENCE, POLITICS, POWER

Selected Essays, translated and edited, with an Introduction

This volume provides the most important of Vlax Weber's writings in cach
of the many fields in which he was active. It is divided into threec main sections:
—1: Science and Ethics; 11: Politics; and 111: Power and Social Structure. There
is also a penetrating introduction presenting the salient features of Max
Weber’s life and work in relation to his time and to contemporary social
science and politics. About 21s. net
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by ¥OSEPH DOPPLER, D.Plul.
About 6s. net
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