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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL

- g

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE,
Bureavu oF JHE CENsvus,
Washington, D. 0 May 25, 1948. -

-

Sir: I transmit herewith part 1 of volume I of the Sixteenth Census reports ¢n the Census of Busmess
Volume I contains statistics on retail trade and is published in three parts...

Part 1 contains summary tables for the United States, by kinds of business and by Sta,tes, of all basw retall
trade data and of such special subjects as types of operation, employment and pay roll including self-ernployment,
credit sales and receivables, legal forms of organization, an analysis of stores and sales according to number of
employees, and other subjects, as well as a general analysis of retail trade as shown by the 1939 census in com-
parison with similar censuses for 1929 and 1935. ' ..

- Part 2 contains a detailed analysm of sales by commodities, for each kind of busmess in each State in t.he
form of ratios by means of which it is possible to compute the approximate dollar sales of each listed commodity
or group of commodltles, by States and for the United States. Part 2 also contains an analysis. of basm retail
data by sales size (amount of annual business}, by kinds of business for each State. * -

Part 3, which was published in May 1941, contains a detailed analysis of stores and sales by kmds of busmess,
by areas (States, counties, cities, and all places of 2,500 or more inhabitants). v

The Census of Business, taken in 1940 in conformity with the act providing for the Sixteenth Decenma] Census
approved June 18, 1929, covers operations during the calendar year 1939. The facts were collected in 1940 by a
complete field canvass of all retail estabhshments, in the continental United States. :

The statistics were compiled under the supervision of Fred A. Gosnell, Chief Statistician for Busmess (resigned '
April 6, 1942), John Albright, Chief Statistician, and William A. Ruff, Assistant Chief Statistician: This volume
was prepared by John Guernsey, Distribution Economist, and James O Reid, in charge of retail trade, with the’
technical assistance of Donald K. Weasmer and L. Parker Temple. -

Respectfully, ) e - _ v
. : oo . J.C.Carr, -
o o _ 3 ‘ Director of the Census.

Hon. Jesse H. JonEs, 7 : : : ' .

Secretary of Commerce. v
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