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REPORT ON AN ENQUIRY INTO WORKlNG CLASS FAMILY 
BUDGETS IN AHMEDABAD. 

INTRODUCTORY. 

The first enquiry into working class family budgets in Ahmedabad 
was conducted by the Labour 0 ffice in 1926 and its results were pub
lished in a special report in 1928. As conditions had "altered materially 
since the publication of that report, it was decided to undertake a second 
family budget enquiry 'in Ahmedabad in 1933 after consulting both the 
Ahmedabad Millowners' Association and the Textile Labour· Association 
who expressed themselves in favour of it. The enquiry was therefore 
commenced in October 1933 and comp.Jeted in January 1935, 

The actual investigation was conducted by the lady investigators of 
the Labour Office under the supervision of the Labour Officer· at 
Ahmedabad by house to house visits to the homes of the wQrkers. 
Information was collected from every 33rd tenement in the 
predominantly working class localities within the Municipal limits of 
Ahmedabad. If, however, the sampled tenement happened to. be un
occupied or occupied by persons other than those belonging to the work
ing classes such as traders, businessmen, lawyers, doctors, clerks, etc., 
or if the occupier of the tenement being a working class family refused 
to give information, ·budgets were collected from either the immediately 
preceding or the immediately following tenement if . either of 
these tenements contained a working class family willing to give · 
information. The Dheds and WaghTis who live in particular localities·· 
in concentrated groups, segregated from other communities, especi
ally caste Hindus, were also covered with a view to ensuring their 
proper representation in the enquiry. ·It was found that for purposes 
of the Municipal Census taken in 1932, buildings were numbered 
according to ownership and not according to tenements as in the 1921 
census and the lady investigators had therefore to note down the 
numbers of the sampled tenements from the Municipal Assessment 
Registers while tracing the sampled •tenements. The tracing of the 
sampled tenements was no easy matter, particularly when the tenements 
happened to be in some out of the way poles (lanes) and blind alleys. 
The schedule used for the enquiry (printed as Appendix A) follows very 
closely the general lines of the schedule adopted by the Labour Office 
for similar enquiries in the past. . 

As in the case of the 1932-33 Bombay family budget enquiry, the 
present • enquiry was confined to working class families, the heads of 
which were in full-time regular employment; but there was no other 

>10·11 Bk R 20-1 
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conscious selection of the families, either from the point of view of 
composition or income. The total number of budgets collected was 
1,310 out of which 1,293 were, after scmtiny, accepted for final 
tabulation. 

Before ~cussing the ·results of the present enquiry, the recent 
expansion of Ahmedabad as an industrial centre and the socio-economic 
problems arising out of it may briefly be reviewed here. This is all the 
more necessary because, Ahniedabad had to be excluded from the cities 
volume of the census of India, 1931, for reasons connected chiefly with 
the Civil Disobedi~nce Movement and the results of the Municipal census 
of 1932 are available only in Gujarati. . 

RECENT RAPID INDUSTRIALISATION OF AHMEDABAD. 

The population of the Municipal Borough of Ahmedabad o.t each of 
the census years since 1872 is shown below* :-

. Population. 
Increase 
over the 

Percentage-Census yeat'. previons 
increase. 

Males. Females. Total. 
census 
figure. 

1872. .. 63,269 62,437 125,706 .... . ... 
1881 .. 66,688 67,499 134,187 8,481 6•7 

1891 .. 79,786 75,619 155,405 21,218 15•8 

1001 .. 101,540 93,954 195,494 40,089 23•8 

1911 .. 124,138 105,862 230,000 34,506 16·7 

1921 .. 153,274 117,501 270,775 40,775 17•7 

1932 .. 219,175 163,582 382,757 111,082 41·4 

The above table, which is self-explanatory, shows that the growth of 
Ahmedabad City has been continuous l!.lthough the increase of 111,982 
persons or 41·4 per cent. in the intercensal period 1921 to 1932 was 
unprecedented during the last sixty years. Between 1921 and 1932 
.there was an increase of 33,144 males and 26,096 females in. the city 
proper and of 37,356 males and 21,663' females in the Puras or 
the extensions of the city outside the city walls, as is seen from the 
following further analysis of the population figures. It is noticeable 
that the rate of the growth of pqpulation is much greater in the Puras 
than in the city proper. • 

•Extracted from Tho Census of India, 1021, Vol. IX, Part II and the Munioipal 
Census of July 1932. 
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' Malo population. Female population. 

- Increase Increase 

1921 1932 (+) or 1921 1932 (+)or 
decrease decrease 
(-) (-) 

·City proper 00 101,325 '134,469 +33,144 84,227 110,323 +26,096 

Puras 00 46,325 83,681 +37,356 31,352 ·63,016· +21,663 

Homelesa .. 6,624 1,026 -4,699 1,922 244 - 1,678 
0 

Total 00 163,274 219,175 +65,901 117,601' 163,682 +46,081 

Tlie table below is of interest as it shows the actual rise in population 
in the different wards between 1921 and 1932. It will be seen that 

· among the working class wards, noticeable increases have occurred in 
the Puras, particularly. in Pura I, Gomtipur and Asarwa, as was to be 
expected, because of the increase in the number of cotton mills, most of 
which are situated outside the city" walls :-

.. Population . I· 
Increase in 

Ward. 1932 over 

1921 '1932 1921. 

KbadiaNo.1 .. .. .. 14,085 19,738 6,653 

KhadiaNo. 2 .. .. .. 9,873 13,844 3,971 

KbadiaNo. 3 .. .. .. 9,161 11,991 2,840 

Kalupur No. 1 .. .. .. 14,617 17,960 3,343 

Kalupur No. 2 .. .. .. 14,096 18,415 4,320 

Xalupur Ng. 3 .. .. .. 13,631 15,175 1,544 

Dariapur No. 1 .. .. .. 16,587 21,884 5,297 

Daria. pur No. 2 .. .. .. 13,435 17,373 3,938 

Shah pur No. 1 .. .. 
::! 

14,893 20,297 5,404 

.Sh,abpur No. 2 .. ... 19,018 25,842 6,824 

.Ja.malpur No. I .. .. .. 20,272 27,761 7,489 

.Jamo.lpur No.2 .. .. .. 10,712 13,355 2,643 

Raikbad .• ' 15,183 21,157 5,974 .. .. .. 

Total City .. 185,552 244,792 I 59,240 

>IO·n Bk R 20-1a 
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Population~. 
Increase in· . 

Ward. 1932 over 
1921 •. 

1921 1932 

Pnral .. .. .. .. 15,539 25,697 10,158 

Shahibag •• .. .. .. 2,971 6,640 3,569" 

Railwaypura ... .. 
• 

.. 5,724 7,536 1,812" 

Shaher-Kotda .. .. .. 17,791 24,150 6,359 

Saraspur .. .. .. 8,659 11,454. 2,795· 

Gomatipur .. .. .. 9,120 22,621 13,501 

Rajpur Hirpur .. .. .. 5,619 9,847 4,22S: 

Beherampur .. .. .. 1,472 3,160 1,688 

Ellis Bridge .. .. .. 2,044 5,493 3,449' 

Asarwa .. .. .. 8,738 20,198 11,460 

. 
Total Puras .. 77,677 136,696 . 50,019' 

In the 1921 CensllS Report on cities of the Bombay Presidency, Vol. IX, 
Part I (page 65) the late Mr. Sedgwick, the CensllS Superintendent, 
observed : " In the sex distributions the recent rapid indllStrialisation. 
of the city is clearly; brought out. There ia now an excessive dispro
portion of males. In this part of Gujarat the normal ratio is about 900: 
females to every 1000 males." The disparity has become further accen
tuated during the last 15 years more particularly in the pwras where 

· the bulk of the mill workers reside and the censllS figures. show that 
whereas the number of females per 1000 males declined from 768 in 
1921 to 749 in 1932 for the whole city, excluding cantonment, the 1932. 
figure for the city proper was 820 and for the Puras. 634. 

Age distribution is another good index for the study of the population 
of a, city. Able-bodied persons are llSually attracted* to the cities in 
the active. wa.ge:ea.rning periods of life a.ftd the more indllStriali.seti a. 

. city. becomes, the smaller is the percentage of persons in the highest and 
the lowest age-groups. · The following table which compares the 
percentage population figures for three age-groups 0 to 15, 15 .to 50' and 

•It is shown on page 9 that the percentage of working class families reporting 
Ahuiedabad (City and distriet) as their place of birth recorded a marked decline from 
41•51 in 1926 to 24·36 in 1933-35. 
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5o and · over for the cities and the Presidency is of ' interest in 
t)lis connection :-

Bombay I 
Presidency. 

Bombay 
City.· Ahmedabad. I Poona. Sholapur. 

Age groups. . 
I 

1921 1931 1921 1931 1921 1932 1921 i 1931 1921 1931 

---------- ----
~-15 .. 39 40 21 24 31 30 33 35 36 37 
15-50 .. 50 51 72. 71 69 65' 56 57 53 55 
-50 and over .. 11 9 7 5 10 5 11 8 11 8 

*Includes the figure of population aged 50, as that figure is not separately ava.ila.ble 
1n the 1932 .Municipal Census Report. · 

Apart from the classification of the population by age and sex, it is also • 
•essential for a proper understanding of the nature of ·the growth of 
population to have information regarding birthplace, occupations, housing 
oetc. But, as is :well known, the Civil Disobedience Movement greatly 
bampered the official census operations in Ahmedabad in 1931 and 
although a census was taken by the Ahmedabad Municipality in July 
1932, the census tables published by the Municipality do not contain 
an analysis of the population by birthplace and occupations, although 
such information is usually published in official census reports ; and as . 
the information in the published tables is also at times inaccurate in 
important respects, it is not as useful as it otherwise might 'have been. 
·T4us, although in the absence of these statistics it is difficult to deal with 
. the character of the growth in the city's population during the last fifteen 
years, some gnidance can be obtained on this question from the employ
ment statistics published in the annual reports of the Factory Depart
ment. These statistics show that over 90 per cent. of the fact&ry workers 
in Ahmedabad are employed in cotton textile mills. The table 
below shows the trend of employment in the cotton mill industry in 
Bombay, Ahmedabad and other centres of the Bombay Presiden,cy 
'during the decennium 1926-1935. · 

The aveNge daily number of oper<Uiv<B employed;,; the cot/on talile milia in the Bombay 
Pr<Bid=y from l926to 1935 . 

• Other Year. Bombay. Ahmedabad. centres. Total. 

·. -· 

1926 .. .. .. 148,254 55,767 41,101 245,122 
.1927 . . .. .. 145,005 57,872 42,632 245.509 
.1928 .. . . .. 118,617 59,722 41,089 219,428 
1929 .. .. . . 118,368 67,564 46,155 232.087 
1930 . . .. .. 127,578 67,717 45,711 241,006 
1931 ~ .. .. 135,077 78,350 47,574 261,001 
1932 . . . .. .. 139,963 82,922 47,423 270,308 
1933 .. .. 

.. I 
105,488 84,466 45,537 235,491 

1934 .. .. 110,011 92,262 43,627 245,900 
19:15 .. . . · ... 133,577 97,218 48,890 279,685 
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The above table includes weighted averages of the workers employed' 
on night•shifts also. The figures for Ahmedabad show an uninterrupted. 
increase in employment and are in striking contrast with those
for Bombay. As will be_ seen from the above table, the average daily 
number of cotton mill workers in Ahmedabad increased from 55,767 in 
1926 to 82,922 or by 49 per cent. in 1932, and, to 97,218 or by 74 per 
cen,t. in 1935.- A part at least of the additional labour force. employed by
the industry must consist of immigrants and as some of_them must have-· 
brought their non-working dependants with them, it is evident that_ a 
substantial portion of the excess over the natural increase in population 
is due to the growth of the cotton textile industry* and allied trades in 
the city. 

Problems relating to housing, water-supply, sanitation, ete., arise in. 
the wake of rapid industrialisation and they have not failed to appear in 
the case of Ahmedabad. The distribution of the water supply in. 
Ahmedabad is very uneven and there is considerable scarcity of water
in the working class areas, especially in the suburbs. It is understood. 
that the Municip~lity is trying to remedy this state of affairs by· 'con-
structing separate w'ater works for the different suburbs. An even more 
important problem from the point of view of general well-being is, 
however, that of the suburban drainage. • 

RESULTS OF ;rnE ENQUIRY. -. 
Classification of budgets by (i) wards. 

As in most industrial cities, so also in Ahmedabad, concentrations of 
. working cla:is families are more in evidence in some localities than in 
others. For instance, as the table below shows, Dariapur, Shahpur, 
Gomatipur, Asarwa, Jamalpur, Pura 1 and Pura 4 have returned 
considerably larger number of budgets than other localities such as 
Beheraljl'pur. 

• See the figures and discussion in paragraphs 190 to 192 on page 68 of the Census of , 
India, 1921, Volume IX, Cities of the Bombay Presidency, Part I. There it is Stated 
u almost one-third of the population is supported by cotton industries". The number of 
workers in cotton mills then-stood at about 44,000, while it was nearly 83,000 in 1932' 
and.97,000 in 1935 .. This shows arise of about F19 percent. in cotton mill employment 
between 1921 and 1932 as 'against a rise of 41·4 per cent. in the general population 
during 1 the aa.me period. And the present enquiry shows that so fa.r as working class 
familia are concerned there are 2·47 dependa.nta to e'{erY 1• 58 earners. 
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Number. of Budgets by wards. 

Natural families. Households. 

Percent· 
Wards. • Total. age to 

Textile ·other Textile Other total. 
industry. industries. industry . industries. 

. 

Darie.pur .. 76 19 82 15 192 14'85 

Shah pur .. 75 42 65 21 203 15·70 

R&ikbad .. 11 2 17 1 . 31 2•40 

Jamalpur .. 48 19 71 9 147 11•37 

Asarwa .. 57 4 40 5 106 8·20 

_Railwaypura .. 14 8 7 . 1 30 2·32 

Saraspur .. 26 .. 17 3 46 3•56 

Goma.tipur .. 67 4 43 4 118 9·12 

Rajpur-Hirpur .. 28 5 25 3 61 "4•72 

Beherampur .. 8 2 6 1 17 1•31 

Pura_1 .. 68 23 43 9 143 11·06 

Pura4 .. 114 16 57 6 193 14·93 

Others ' 2 1 3 . 6 0•46 .. . 

'Total .. 594 145 476 78 1,293 100·00 

( ii) Religiffn and Oaste. 

According to the Municipal population census of 1932, the distribution 
of the population by religion was as follows : 72 · 9 per cent. 
Hindus, 19·6 per ~ent. Muhammadans, 5·9 per cent. Jaips, 1·0 
per cent. Christians and 0 · 6 per cent. others. The present enquiry 
shows that so far as the working classes are concerned, 79 · 66 per cent. 
are Hindus, 18 · 41 per cent. Muhammadans, 1 • 31 per cent. Christians and 
0·62. per cent. Jains. The following table which gives the classification 
of the budgets by religion and caste contains certain striking f~tures. 
It shows, for instance, that among Hindus, while the TluJkerdas and 
Patidars are numerically the most important castes which engage in 
industrial pursuits, the depressed classes such as vankars, mochis and 
cluJroors are no less important and taking the depressed classes as a 
whole, they form nearly 21 per ceDt. of the industrial population of 
Ahmedabad. 
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Classijirotioo of Budgets by Religion and Caste. 

Religion and Ca.ste. 
Number of Percentage 
budgets • t.o t.otal. 

. 

Hindus:-

l'atidar .. .. .. .. 129 9·98 

Thakerda .. .. .. .. 128 9·90 

Raj put .. . . . . .. 57. 4·41 

' 
Waghri .. .. .. . . 49 3·79 

La.var and Lobar .. .. .. . . 29 2·24 

l'admasali &nd Koshti . . .. . . 25 1·93 
' 

Garashia .. .. . . .. 24 1·86 

Kumbhar .. .. ... . . 23 1·78 

Maratha .. ... .. .. 21 1·63 

Bhavasar .. .. .. .. 19 1·47 

Thakore and Thakur .. .. .. IS 1·39 

Others, excluding Depressed Classes• . . .. 237 18·33 . 
Depressed ClaSses :- . 

152' U·75 Vankar and Dhed .. .. .. 
' Mochi and Chama.r ... .. .. . 93 7·19 

Bhangi .. .. .. .. 19 1·47 

Others .. .. .. .. 7 0·54 ' 

Hindus total .. .. .. .. ·1,030 79•66 

' Muhammadans .. .. .. .. .f 238, IS"n 

Christians .. .. . . . . 17 1·31 

Jains .. .. .. .. 8 o·62 

Total .. 1,293 IOO·OO 

• Out of the 237 families, 17 were Brahmms, 14 Patels,14 Sutars, 12 Bhils, 12 Marwad1s, 
. 13 Banias, 10 Gosa.vis (including Sadhoos and Jogis), 9 Balais (Kolis), 9 Khatri&, 7 :Malis, 

7 Ra.va.Is; 6 Kuna.bisand Kulwa.dis. The remaining 107 budgets were for families belong
ing to 52 d~erent caates. 

(iii) Birth-place. 

With the expansion of Ahmedabad as a textile centre and with its 
lure of high wages there has been a steady influx of workers from outside 
Ahmedabad City and district who immigrate into the Cit;v in search of 
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employment. The classification of families by their region of origin 
shows that while 24 per cent. belong to Ahmedabad City and district; 
nearly 25 per cent. belong to Baroda State and a little over 17 per cent. 
come from other places in Gujarat. The 1926 enquiry, on the other 
hand, revealed that out of the families covered by that enquiry no fewer 
than 41 ·51 per cent. belonged to Ahmedabad City and district. The 
following table gives the details of the region of origin of the families 
covered by the enquiry :-

Classification of Families by Region of _Origin. 

Region of origin Number of Percentage 
families to tota.l 

. 
Ahmedabad (city and district) .. .. . . 315 24•36 

Baroda State .. .. .. . . 321 24•83 

Other places in Guja.rat .. .. . . 226 17•48 

Rajputana •• .. .. .. . . 152 ll·76 

Kathiawar •• .. .. .. . . . 74 5·72 

United Provinces . . .. .. . . 63 4.-87 

Deccan .. .. .. .. . . 42 3·25 

Central Provinces .. .. .. . . 29 2·24 

EIBe·where .. .. .. .. . . 7l 5·49 

Tota.l .. 1,293 100·00 

(iv) Industries and OCC'!'pations . . 
It has already been stated that of the total factory workers in 

Ahmedabad, over 90 per cent. are employed in cotton spinning and 
weaving mills. The present enquiry which covers not only cotton mill 
workers but also ot)l.er manual workers, shows that no fewer than 82 · 75 
per cent. of the budgets collected related to the families of workers 
employed in the cotton mill industry. The largest single group of 

. cotton mill operatives for whom budgets were .collected was weavers, 
who formed about 37 per cent. of the number of textile operatives. 
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Classificati.oo of Budgets by Industries and Occupati.oo. 

Oooup•tion ond pliLCe of work of the head of the family 
Number of Percentage 

budgets tu total 

1. Cotton mill induetry :- I 

(a) Weavere .. .. .. .. 308 ·30•78 

(b) Sidere .. .. .. .. 148 ll-45 

(c) Jobbere and mukad&d!s .. .. .. 62 4·70 

(d) Frame tentere .. .. .. .. 49 3•70 

(e) Bigarees and coolies .. .. .. 41 3·17 

(/) Doffers .. .. .. .. 37 2·86 

(g) Oilere .. .. .. .. 30 2·32 

(h) Windors .. .. .. .. 26 2·01 
' 

(i) Basketmen and topl&wallas .. .. 21 1·62 

(j) Warpere ' 20 1·55 .. .. .. .. 
(k) Sizer& .. .. .. .. 20 1·55 

(l) Other&* .. .. .. .. 218 16·86 

Total .. 1,070 82·75 

2. Municipolity .. .. .. .. 26 2·01 

3. R•ilw•ye .. .. .. .. 21 .1·62 

4. Servants in shops .. ... .. .. 20 1•55. 

5. Motor, lorry and bus drivers .. .. .. 13 1·01 

6. Otheret .. .. . . 143 11·06 

----
Grand total .. 1,203 100•00 

•This inoludesl8folders, 17 peons and sepoys, 16 fitters, 10 carpenters and 157 other 
workers. 

fl'his includes 10 carpenters, 9 bidi makers, 8 mukadams, 7 ma.sons, 7 fitters, 6 wood 
outteTS, 6 cleaners, 6 coachmen, 5 paons and 79 other workers. 

NATURAL FAMILIES AND JoiNT HousEHOLDS. . 

.Ai; on the previous occasion, during the present enquiry also, families 
were classified separately into natural families and joint householdar 

. The definition of a natural family, namely, one which inclu!Ies those who · 
are generally recognised to have a right to be fed, housed and clothed by 
the head of the family, was the same as the. one adopted during the first 
enquiry, but the results of the two enquiries reveal striking differences 
between the proportions of natural families and joint households. As 
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the table below shows, of the 1,293 families covered by the present 
enqillry, 739 were natural families and 554 were joint households. 
Thus, 57 ·15 per cent. of the families were natural families and 42 · 85 per 
cent. were joint households. The con;esponding percentages in the 
1926 enqillry were 64·04 and 35·96 respectively. It would thus appear 
that during the last ten years .the Ahmedabad working classes are leaning 
more towards the formation of joint households which is contrary to the 
experience of family life in urban areas inhabited by an industrial 
population. This tendency is particularly noticeable among cotton 
mill workers, 55· 51 per cent. of whose budgets. related to natural 
families and 44 · 49 per cent. to joint .households as cqmpared with 65 
per cent. natural· families and 35 per cent. joint households amongst 
workers engaged in other industries. One possible explanation of this 
tendency might, however, be that owing to the rapid expansion of the 
textile industry in Ahmedabad du'ring the last decade there has been a · 
tendency on the part of those engaged in cotton mills to brin!J their 
relatives from their native places and get them employed as wage earners 
in cotton mills, as can be seen from an all-round increase in the size "Of 
an average family from 3·87 persons in 1926 to 4·05 persons in 1933-35. 
Another striking feature of thiy table is that leaving aside the lowest. 
income group, as the income increases the percentage of natural families. 
decreases while that of joint households increases.· These movements 
both in the downward and upward directions are very striking. Their 
true eiplanation can ouly lie in this that while low income frightens 
away relatives higher income attracts them. .At the same time a joint 

· household may in itself be a contributory cause of the higher 
income. · 

Number of Natura! Families* and Householdst by Income Groups: 

Percent- Percent-· Number of Number of Total age of age of' · Income groups natural · house- families natural households families holds families to to total total 

. 
Below Rs. 20 ... 27 13 40 67·50 32·50· 
RR. 20 and below Rs. 30 .. 140 50 . 208 71•63 28•37 
Rs. 30 .. .. Rs. 40 .. 219 . 90 309 70•87 29•13-
Rs.40 .. .. Rs. 50 .. 194 ,lOS 302 64·24 35•76 
Rs. 50 .. .. Rs. 60 .. 84 92 176 47•73 52•21 
Rs. 60 .. .. Rs. 70 .. 31 55 86 36·05 63·95 
Rs. 70 .. .. R•. 80 .. 18 53 71 25·35 74·65 
Rs. SO Rs. 90 ' 7 42 49 14·20 85•71 .. .. 
R!. 00 and ove~ .. 10 . 42 52 10·23 80•77 

---
Total .. 739 554 . 1,293 57·15 42·85 

*A natural family includes persons who, generally speaking, have a right to be fed, 
housed and olothed by the head of the family. 

tA joint household is any group of relatives ~iring together as one household. 
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LITERACY AMONGST THE HEADS OF FAMILIES. 

The 1932 Census of Ahmedabad shows that 33·43 per cent. of the 
-population over 15 years of ag!l was literate while the remainder or 66 ·57 
per cent. was illiterate. An aruilysis of the family budgets according to 
:literacy amongst· the heads of families shows that . the percentage of 
literacy is 40 ·68 which compares favourably with the general percentage 
for the whole population. Two factors must, however, be considered 
while making such a comparison. First, that while the figure for the 
:general population includes men and women, the figure for the families 
·eonsidered relat!!S .almost exclusively to men amongst whom, as is well 
known, literacy has spread very much more than amongst females. 
Secondly, it must be remembered that the families analysed are those 
mainly of workers employed in organised industries such as the cotton 
textile industry. At .the same time the fact that over 40 per cent. of 
the heads of families of industrial workers are literate is encouraging. 

·The table below which analyses literacy amongst the heads of families 
by income groups shows that the percentage of literacy increases pro
gressively with the increase in income, an interesting fact, although it 
might be unsafe to make any wide generalisation from it. 

Literacy amongst the Heads of Families by Inoome (haups. 

j. Percentage of 

Income group! Literate Dliterate Tot&l Litera.tes1 illiterates 
to tot&l to total 

Below Rs. 20 .. 11 29 40 27•50 72·50 

Rs. 20 and below Rs. 30 .. 74 134 208 35•58 64·42 

Rs. 30 
" " Rs. 40 .. 121 . 188 309 39•16 60·84 

Rs. 40 
" " Rs. 50 .. 117 185 302 38·74 61·26 . 

R •• so 
" " Rs. 60 .. 72 104 176 - 40·91 59·09 

Rs. 60 
" 

, Rs. 70 .. 41 45 86 47•67 52·33 

Rs. 70 
" " Rs. SO .. 34 37 71 47·89 52·11 

Rs. 80 
" " Rs. 90 .. 26 23 49 53·06 46·94 

Rs. 90 and over 30 ' 22 52 57·69 42•31 

• 
Total .. 526 767 1,293 40•68 59•32 

Total population of 15 89,611 I 178,426 268,037 33·43 66·57 
years and over 
according to 1932 ; 

Census. I 
I 
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, CoMPOSITION OF THE FAMILY. 

During the last ten years there has been a slight increase in the aver
age working class family in Ahmedabad, the size having increased from· 
3·87 in 1926 to 4·05 in 1933-35. If the number of dependants living 
away from the family is included then the average size of the family has 
increased from 4·05 to 4·37.- The average family consists of 1"43 men,. 
I· 26 women and 1 · 36 children under 14, a total of 4 ·05 persons. The· 
number of dependants living away from the family comes to 0 · 32 and 
thus the total size of the family for which the head of the family is· 
responsible is 4 · 37 persons. 

The average size of the family increases progr~ively with the income .. 
That is not to say, however, that the families in the higher income groups· 
are more fertile. In fact, with the increase in income the number of ·. 
men in an average family appears to increase far more than either women 
or children. It is noticeable also that with the increase in income the 
average number of dependants living away from the family also
increases. The true explanation of the table below, read with 'the table· 
containing figures o£ workers and dependants per family, would appear 
to be that while the size of the family increases with the income, the· 
increase in the income is also due to the -increase of the size of the 
family. 

Average Numb';T of Persons per Family. 

Average number of persons in the familJi 
Depen-

dants I 
Income groups living Total Children away Men Women under 14 Total from the 

family 

I 
Below Rs. 20 .. 1•03 1·05 1·00 . 3·08 .. 3•08 

Rs. 20 and below Rs. 30 •. 1·12 1·13 1·12 3·37 0•14 3·51· 

Rs.30 u 
" 

Rs. 40 • .. 1·19 1·17 1·23 3•59 0·26 3•85 

Rs. 40 , 
" 

Rs. 50 .. 1·31 1·19 1·37 3·87 0·31 4·18 

Rs. 50 , 
" 

Rs.60 .. 1·53 1·36 1·49 4·38 0·38 I 4•76 

- I Rs. 60 , 
" 

Rs. 70 .. 1·75 1·45 ' 1 ·66 4·86 0·31 

I 
5•17 

Rs. 70 ,, " Ra. 80 .. 2•14 I 1•49 1·71 5•34 0·59 5·93 

Rs. SO , Rs. 90 2·27 I 1·63 1·47 5·37 0-i;5 5·92 
" .. 

Rs. 90 and over .. 2•35 1·71 1•73 5·79 0·81 6·60 
I 

. All incomes 1·43 1·26 1·36 I 4•05 I 0·32 I 4·37 .. r I ' 
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EARNERS AND NoN-EARNERS BY AGE AND SEx. 

"The 1,293 families covered by the prel?ent enquiry contained 5,233 
persons of whom 2,772 were males and 2,461 ~emales. Out of these, 
1,692 were male earners and 393 female earners. These 2,045 earners 
included 1,599 cotton mill workers of whom 1,352 or 84 · 5 per cent. 
weremen,225or 14·1 per cent. women and 22 or 1·4per cent. were children. 
The corresponding figures for cotton mill workers in the 1926 enquiry 
were 77·6per cent. men, 20 ·7 per cent. women* and 1·7 percent. children. 

The table below which analyses earners and non-earnersaccording to age 
and sex groups shows that in Ahmedabad there is very little child labour. 
In recent years, owing t,o the provisions of the Indian Factories Act the 
tendency all over the country has been to replace child labour by adwt 

. workers. This tendency is strikingly noticeable in the case of Ahmed
abad where the number of children employed in factories in the year 
1934 was only 38. An interesting feature of this table is that while 
male non-earners are mostly below 15, in the case of female non-earners 
a considerable proportion or 37 per cent. of them are to be found in the 
age groups 15 to 30 ; and that while among males of 15 years and over 91 
per cent. are earners, amongst females above 15 years earners number 
only 21 per cent., the corresponding percentages for Bombay being 
90 and 27 respectively as revealed by the 1932-33 Bombay Family 
Budget enquiry.t . . 

Distribution of Persons covered by the Enquiry by Age acnd Sex 
.Ustinguishing Eacrners from N on-eacrners. 

. Males Females Total 

Age liroups I Earners Non· Earners Non- Earners Non-
earners 

I 
earners earners 

-
Below 5 .. .. 389 .. I 424 .. 813 
0--10 .. 1 308 1 259 2 567 

10-15 .. 22 222 . 10 141 32 363 
10--20 .. 155 52 37 245 1~2 . 297 
20-25 .. 306 17 77 299 383 -.'" .. ~il6 
20--30 .. 425 7 73 238 498 'i);·'h!45 
30-35 .. 271 5 52 liS 32~ 1 • <'}"0.'"!"3 
30--40 199 4 44 78 

~ . I 4( , . ... .. 248 82 
40-45 .. 143 1 25. 70 168 71 
40--50 .. 100 13 19 68 lin 81 
50--55 .. 43 23 li 85 54 lOS 
65 and over - 21 39 4 79 .. 25 liS 
Unspecified .. 6 .. I .. 4 6 4 

Tot&! .. 1,692 1,080 I 353 2,108 2,045 3,188 

• . It 18 of mterest to. pomt out ~n thiS connexton that while women formed about 19 ·per 
cent. of the cotton mill wo~kers m Ahmedabad in 1926, they numbered only about 11 per 

· <lent. among the cotton mill workers in 1935. 

tSee the Report on &n Enquiry Into Working CI&BB Family Budgets in Bombay City 
1935 (page 9). · ' 
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1,499 or 88·6 per cent. of the male wage-earners were in the age-groups 
15 to 45 and 283. or 80 · 2 per cent. of the female earners fell within the 
age-groups 15 to 40. Of the adult females, nearly 60 per cent. (including 
11· 5 per cent. earners) were in the age-groups 15 to 3.0, 18 per cent. 
(including 6 per cent. earners) in the groups 3.0 to 40 while the remaining 
22 per cent. (including 4 per ~~nt. earners) were over 40. 

Distribution of Families having Female Earners acroriling to 
Caste anil Income fJroups. 

Number of families· 
-

Income groups 
No. of 

budgets 
Depressed Muha.m. Hindu 
cl~ ma.dan Other Total 

' --
BelowRs. ~0 . . 40 3 .. .. .. 3 
Rs. 20 and below Rs. 30 •• 208 24 12 2 .. 38 
Rs.30 " " 

Rs. 40 •• 309 50 26 9 3 88 
Rs.40 " " 

Rs. 50 .• 302 26 33 8 1 68 
Rs.50 " " 

Rs. 60 •• 176 29 38 4 .. 71 
Rs. 60 Rs. 70 •• 86 12 10 I 3 1 26 

" " Rs. 70 " 
, Rs. 80 •• 71 6 8 1 .. 15 

Rs. 80 , 
" Rs. 90 •• 49 3 10 1 .. 14 

Rs. 90 and over - .. 52 .. 3 ... . . 3 

--
1,293 I 153 140 28 5 326 

(759) (271) (238) (25) 

F~gures m the brackets represent the total number of budgets collected for the 
respective castes. · · 

The table above which classifies £smiles containing female workers, 
according to caste and income groups brings out two somewhat striking 
facts. Firstly, the s~ll number of Mvhammedan female workers is 
noticeable. This is due, however, to the prevalence of purdah among 
Muhammedan women. Secondly, it will be seen ·that as compared to 
Hindus, a very much larger proportion of females from the depressed 
classes are wage earners. It is understood that this is due largely ~o the 
fact that, eBflecially among .scavengers, it is customary for the man to 
pay a dowry to his wife's father at the time of his marriage which amount 
he usually borrows. After marriage he therefore expects the wife to 
work and repay the debt. 

WoRKERS AND DEPENDANTS. 

Ofthe 4·05 persons in the family, 1·58 are earners and 2·47 dependants. 
Out of the 1 ·58 earners, I· 29 are males, 0 · 27 females and 0 ·02 children 
under 14. While with the increase in income ·the average number of 
male workers progressively increases, that does not happen so far as 
women workers are concerned. In fact, in the highest income group, 
the average number of female workers is lower than in the lowest income . 
group, namely "below Rs. 20 ". As regards the number of working 
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children the figure is so negligible as not to require comment. The follow
ing summa:ry table shows thst while the average number of persons per 
fa.mily increased from 3 · 87 in 1926 to 4 ·05 in 1933-35, the number of 
earners per family declined from 1 · 66 to 1 ·58 and the number of depen
dants increased from 2 · 21 to 2 · 4 7 during the same period. . 

Workers in the family 1926 193~5 . enquiry enquiry 

Men .·. .. .. . . . . . 1•25 }•29 
Women .. .. .. .. . . 0·37 0•27 
Children under 14 .. . . .. . . 0'04 0•02 

Total 1·66 - 1·58 .. 
Dependants .. .. .. . . 2•21 I 2•47 

Total persons in the family .. 3•87 I 4•05 

' .. 
Although the present enqmry was restricted to families the heads .of 

which were in full-time regular employment, some of the families 'studied 
reported a number of their male as well as female members as being 
unemployed at the time of the enquiry. It will be seen from the table 
on page 14 thst among the 9 per cent. adult male non-earners, about 
4 per cent. were between the ages 15 and 25, two per cent, between 25 
and 50 while 3 per cent. were 50 and over •. The following table gives 
the average number of workers and dependants in families according 
to income groups. 

Average NumJJer of WOTkers and Dependants in the Family.* 

Average number of worken'ln the AverAge family 
• number 

Income groups of Total 
' depeu-

Men Women Children Total dants 
under 14 .. I_ 

BelowRs. 20 .. 1·00 0•08 .. 1·08 2·00 3•08 
Rs. 20 and below Rs. 30 •• 1·03 0·19 0·02 1·24 2·13 3•37 
Rs. 30 .. .. Rs.40 •. 1·10 0·30 0·02 1·42 2•17 3·59 
Rs:4o .. .. Rs.50 •. 1•!7 0·23 0·02 1·42 2·45 3·87 
Rs. 50 .. .. Rs. 60 •. 1·38 0·43 0·01 1•82 2•56 4•38 
Rs. 60 .. .. Rs. 70 .• 1•53 0·36 0·03 1·92 2•94 4•86. 
Rs. 70 ' .. Rs. 80 .• 1•97 0•23 0·05 2·25 3·09 5·34 .. 
Rs. 80 .. .. Rs.90 •• 2·06 0•31 0·04 2•41 2·96 5·37 
Rs. 90 and over .. 2·12 0•06 .. 2•18 3·61 5·79 

-
.All incomes .. 1•29 0•27 0•02 1•58 2·47 4•05 

. . *Excluding dependants livmg away from the famlly . 



17 

An: analysis of families according to the nuniber of wage earners 
shows that in over 54 per cent. of the cases there is only one wage earner 
per .family and in 34 · 96 per cent. there are two. The largest number 
of earners recorded in one family was six., It is of interest that the 
1933-35 epquiry shows a rise of about 6 per cent. in families· with one 
earner and a fall of about 5 per cent. in families with two earners. The 
position as regards families . with more than two earners has remained, 
more or less, the same during the last ten years. 

Analysis of Families accordip.g to Number of Wage Earners by 
Income Groups. 

Number of fa.milies with the following numbe~ 
of wage earners 

Income groups· -----.-----.--------.--I Total 

----~·----l·-0-ne--I-Tw--o-:l. _T_hr_ee _I Four : Five _s_U: __ _ 

Below Rs. 20 

Rs. 20 and below Rs. 30 .. 

Rs .. 30 , 

Ra.40"" 

Rs.50, 

Rs. 60 , 

Rs. 70 , 

Rs. 80 , 

, Rs. 40 .. 

, Rs. 50 ... 

, Rs. 60 .. 

, Rs. 70 .. 

, Rs. 80 .. 

, Rs. 90 .. 

Rs. 90 and over 

37 

161 

195 

188 

58 

31 

13 

6 

15 . 

3 

45 

101 

100 

95 

36 

32 

23 

17 

,2 ... 
12 

13 

19 

-~4 

22 

16 

17 

------1---
Total . . 704 452 115 

3 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

40 

208 

309 

302 

176 

86 

71 
49 

52 

-·· -· ,--1---
19 I 2 1 1,2o3 

I 

1------1---1---- --1---

Percentage to total .. 54·45 34·96 8·89 1·47 i 0·15 0·08 100·00 

· . The object in compiling the folloWing table which contains' a classifi
cation of families by earning strength ·and the number of dependant 
children was to ascertain to what extent, if any, women workers h•ve to 
support dependants. The controversy_ regarding " equal wag as for equal 
work " is an old one and one of the grounds on which such a claim 
is preferred is that it is not only male workers who have to support 
dependants but female workers have also to do so. Whatever may be the 
facts relating to this matter in industrialised countries of the West, 
although the available literature on the subject throws little or no light on 
it, th& following table appears conclusively to show that excepting in one 
,case the adnlt female workers were either helpmates oftheiroWii.husbands 

· ."o~ J;elatives or were earning ·a wage to maintain themselves. 
' I<O·W Bk R 2<f.-2 
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Olassijiootion of Families by Earning Strength and Number of 
Dependent Children. . 

I Adult malo earning. Adu,lt female earning. 

Number of dependent ohiiW.n 
below 14 years of age. 

Alone. With Alone. 
With 

others. others. 

Nil .. .. .. . 236 195 .. .. 
One .. .. .. 200 165 .. .. 
Two .. .. .. . . 150 111 .. .. 
Three .. .. .. 79 65 1 .. 
Fonr .. .. .. 25 34 .. .. 
Five .. .. .. 11 14 .. .. 
Six .. .. .. 2 2 .. .. 
Seven .. .. .. .. 2 .. .. 
Eight .. .. .. .. 1 .. .. 

Total .. 703 589 1 .. 
• 

·EARNERS IN NATUI\AL FAMILIES AND JoiNT HoUSEHOLDs. 

In a large majority or nearly 72 per cent. of the cases in natural 
families the head of the family is the only wage earner. In 21•24 per 
cent. of the cases both the head of-the family and his wife are earners. 
It is a somewhat stJ:iking fact that these figures are appreciably difierent 
from those obtained as a result' of the 1926 enquiry where t'he percentage 
of natural families in which the head was the only earner was 67 · 89 and 
where 'the head and wife were the only earn~rs was 30•19. Presumably 
the fall in the number. of cases where t'he wife helped her husband to 
supplement the family income is due to the fact, referred to already, 
that in recent years there has been in Ahmedabad, particularly in the 
cotton spinning and weaving industry, a tendency on the part of the 
employers to replace female labour by male labour. The table below 
which analyses earners in natural families by income groups shows that 
it is more in the lower income groups that there is a tendency on the 
part of the wives to help their husbands by .seeking work in factories, 
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EOff'fle1's in N atwral Families.* 
• 

I 
Income groups, 

Eamem; Rs. 20. Rs. 30 Rs.40 Rs.60 Rs.80 
Below and and and and and 
RB. 20. below below below below below 

Rs. 30 •. Rs. 40. Rs. 60. Rs. 60. Rs. 70. 

Head only 27 118 163 I 144 40 24 .. .. 
Head and wife .. .. .. 26 66 36 33 4 

Head and BOD or daughter t .. .. 2 6 7 6 2 

Head, wife and son ?r daughter .. .. 4- 3 3 I 

Head and child t .. .. .. 4 .. 2 .. .. 
Othem •• .. .. .. .. }- 2 3 .. 

Total .. 27 149 219 194 34 • 31 

--
Income groups--conld. 

Percentage 
Ea.rners. Rs. 70 Rs. SO Rs. 90 

Total, to 
and and total • below below and 

Rs. 80. Rs. 90. over. 
~ 

Head only .. .. 10 4 10 530 71'72 

Head and wife .. .. 2 1 .. 157 21'24 

Head and Bon or daughter t .. 4 1 .. 26 3•52 

Head, 1rife aD.d son or daughte .. .. .. 11 ·1·49 

He~nd child t .. .. .. .. 6 0'81 

Othe~ ** .. .. 2 1 .. 9 1•22 
. 

Total .. 18 7 10 739 
I 

100'00 

* A natural family includes persons who . generally speaking have a right to be 
fed, housed and clothed by the bead of tho family, -

t Son or daughter men.ns a male or female child Over 14 yea.m of ago but unma.rricd. 
t Child means a child under 14 years of age. 

••InoludOB :-
1 case of '' Hol\d, son and child 11

; .1 case of ''Head, son and' daughtor" ; 
1 case of '' Head, son and 2 children 11 

; 1 OB68 of '' Head and 2 wives 11 
; 

3 caaes of ''Head and 2 sons,; 1 oaae of •' Head, 2 sons 1\ind daughter 11 i 
and 1 case of ''Head, wife, son and child u, 

liiOoUI Bk R 20-2a 

. 
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A table similar to the on.e above has been compiled for households and 
·is given. b_elow. A household is any group of p~ople-cousisting of the head 
and other relatives and there is little.wouder therefore that the aualysis 
of households should show that in on.ly 31 · 41 per ceut. of the cases the 
head on.ly was the eamer. In. a joint household brothers often. live 
together with their families and it is therefore foun.d that in 31 · 95 per 
ceat. of the cases the two ea:rn.ers were the head aud one adult male. ln. 
joint households where there are mauy person.s to be looked after the 
women. are usually fully occupied with their domestic duties an.d it is 
therefore foun.d that in on.ly 7 · 22 per ceut. Of the cases were both the 
head an.d his wife wage ea:ruers. . 

, ·Earners in Householrls.* 

Inoome groups. 
. 

Earners. &do Rs. 30 Rs. 40 Rs. 50 Rs. 60 
·. ·Below &nd and and . and and 

&.20. below below below below below 
Ra. 30. Rs. 40. 1\a. 50. 1\a. 6Q. 

~~ • --. 
. I 

Head only . .. .. 10 43 . 42 44 18 7 

He&d and one adult male .. 1 2. 19 • 33 36 25 

Head and one adult female .. 2 7 10 10 11 3 

Head and wi£o .. ... .. . . 4 ~ 12 10 2 

Head 'and two &d.ult males .. .. .. . . 3 3 r 
Head, wife and one adult miJ.le. .. .. . .. 2 4 7 

Hea.d, one adult male and one .. 2 1 1 1 1 
. a.dult female. -

Head, wife and one adult fem.a.le. .. .. 2 1 4 2 

·He8.d, one adult female a.nd .. .. 3 1 l . . 
child, . 

' 
. 

Others t I .. .. .. l 4 I 1 4 7 
I I 

' 

---
I 

r 
. 

' ' 
. 

Tota.l .. 13 59 90 108 92 55 . 
, 

' .. - -·· . 
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Ellll'ners in H ousehold's*-contd . 

I • 
Income groups-<071ld. 

Percent-
Earn em. Rs. 70 Rs. so. 

Rs. 90 
TotaL age to 

and and and total. 
below below 

Rs. so. Rs. 90. over. 

Head only .. .. .3 2 5 174 31"41 

Head and one .adult' mala .. 24 20 17 177 31•95 

Head and one adult female .. .. .. . . 43 7"76 . 
Head and wife .. . . 2 1 .. 40 7•9•). --

' H ead and two adult males .. l2 7 17. 43 7"76 

Head, wife and one adult male. 6 4 .•• 23 4'15 

H ead, one adult male and one 2 4 .. 12 2•17 
adult female. 

ead, wife and one adult female. H 

H ead, one adult female and 

1 .. 
.. .. 

.. 10 1"81 ' 
• . . 5 0"90 

0 

ohild. 

thers t .. .. 3 4 3 27 4'87 

---
I Total. .. 53 42 . 42 554 10Q·OO 

I 

*A joint household is any group of rela.tives living together as one household. 
t Includes :- · 1 

3 oases of '' Head and child " ; 3 oases of '' Head, 2 adult males and 1 adult female " ; 
3 on.ses of '' Head, wife and child" ; 4 OMes of '' Head, wife and 2 adult males ,. ; 
2 oases of '' Head, 1 adult male and child " ; 1 case of '' Head and 3 adult JJUl.les " ; 
4 oases of •' Head, wife, I adult male and I adult female .. ; 1 case each of "Head, 
1 adult male, 1 adult female and child"; ''Head, 2 &dult males and2 children''; 
•• Head, 2 adult males ~nd child "; '' Head, wife, I adult male and child, ; 
•' Head, 3 adult males, 1 adult female and child"; •' Hea.d, 1 adult male and 
2 adult females , ; and " Head, 3 adult males and 1 adult female , . 

INCOliiE OF THE FAMILY. 

The following table gives the classificatiod of the budgets by income 
. groups. In the 1926 enquiry, budgets relating to.f~milies whose monthly 

incomes were found to be Rs. 90 and ovE)r were excluded from the tabula
tions ; but, as pointed out in the introductory section, no such conscious 
selection has been made in compiling the tables of the present enquiry. 
It is seen that out of the 1,293 budgets, 60 · 87 per cent. fall within the 
income groups Rs .. 30 to Rs. 60. The percentage of budgets falling 
within these income groups during the 1926 enquiry was about the same 
being 64·11. So far as distribution of income is concerned, therefore, 
there appears to have been little change during the last decade. 



Olassification of Budgets by Income Groups. 

Number PercentAge . 
Income groups. of family. U.U.tal budgets. 

Below Rs. 20 . . .. .. .. 40 3•09 

Rs. 20 and below Rs. 30 .. . . .. 208 16•09 

.. 30 .. .. .. 40 .. . . .. 309 23•90 

.. 40 .. .. .. 50 .. .. .. 302 23•36 

50 60 . . . . .. 176 13•61 .. .. .. .. 
.. 60 .. .. .. 70 . . .. .. 86 6•1!5 

.. 70 .. .. .. 80 .. . . .. 71 5•49 

.. 80 .. .. .. 90 ' 49 . 3•79 . . .. . . 

"· 90&ndover .. .. .. . . 52 4•02 

TotAl .. 1,293 ' 100•00 

. 
The 1934 Labour Office Departmental Enquiry into wages and 

nnemployment in the Bombay cotton textile industry showed that while 
the average daily earnings of cotton mill workers in Bombay City declined 
from Rs. 1-4-8 in July 1926 toRs. 1"1-2 in December 1933 or by 16· 94 
per cent:, those of cotton mill workers in Ahmedabad advanced from 
Rs. 1-4-10 in May 1926 toRs. 1-6-0 in December 1933 or by 5·6 per cent. 
This rise. was mainly due to the increase in the rates of wages of 5 per 
cent: in the weaving department and of 8 per cent. in the spinning depart

. ment granted since January 1930 by an award of the Umpire. But as 
the present enquiry shows though the increases continued practically till 
the end of the period covered by' this enquiry, they are not reflected in 
the figures ofjamil!g income owing partly to the decrease in the number of 
families with more than on~ earner from 51· 61 per cent. in 1926 to 4,5 ·55 
per cent. in 1933-35 and the consequent reduction in the average number 
of workers per family from 1· 66 to 1· 58. . Thus, the average monthly· 
income of working class families in receipt of incomes below .Rs. 90 per 
month works out to Rs. 43-5-0 in 1933-35 as compared with Rs. 44-7-2 
(including estimated rents of owned or rent-free tenements) in 1926. As 
has already been pointed out, the average daily number of women 
employed in the cotton mill industry in Ahmedabad was only about 
10,300 out of a total of 97,218 workers in 1935 as against about 10,600 
out of a total of 55,767 workers in 1926. It is also seen that out of the 
1,599 cotton mill workers covered by the present enquiry only 225 or 14,•1 
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pe~ cent. were women as compared with 20·7 per cent. women amongst 
the cotton mill workers in the 1926 enquiry. Thus, while the women's -
and children's contribution to the family income and also the income 
from supplementary sources were comparatively less in •1933-35, men's 
contribution was greater partly bet:lluse of the slight increase in the 
number of male earners in the average family. The monthly income of 
an average working class family comes toRs. 39-13-8 for natural families, 
Rs. 54-14-9 for households and Rs. 46-5-0 for all families. The corre
sponding figures for the cotton mill industry alone are Rs. 41-0-6, 
Rs. 56-8-8 and Rs. 47-14-11 respectively. It must however be pointed 
out here that the agreement reached between the Millowners' Association 
and the Labour Association at Delhi on 13th January 1935 withdrew 
the increment in wages granted in 1930 by a uniform reduction of 6! per 
cent. on the earnings of all time and pieceworkers, subject tO a minimum 
limit in case of the weavers with effect from January 1935 from which 
month, the hours of work in factories were also reduced by law from 60 
to 54 per week, and this must have resulted in a corresponding reduction 
in the figures of family income given above. 

Average Monthly lrumne of aU Families by Income Gr(}Ups. 
' 

Natural families. Households. 

Income groups. Number Average Number 
of mon~hly of 

budgets. income. budgets. 

Rs. o. p. 

BelowRs. 20 .. . . .. 27 17 0 8 13 

Rs. 20 and below Rs. 30 .. .. 149 25 6 4 59 

" 30 " " " 40 .. .. 219 33 12 I 90 

" 40 " " " 50 .. .. 194 43 6 10 lOS . 
" 50 " " " 

60 .. .. 84 53' 9 3 92 

" 
60 

" " " 70 .. .. 31 62 0 10 55 

" 
70 " " " 80 .. .. 18 72 I 0 53 

" 80 " " " 
90 .. .. 7 83 12 9 42 

" 
90 and over .. .. .. 10 108 7· 4 '42 

:.1 All incomes .. , 739 39 13 8 554 

-



.24 

Average Monthly Income of aU Families by Income Groups-contd. 

Households 

• -contd . 
Total Average 

Income groupe:. Average number of monthly 
monthly budgets. income. 
income. 

Rs .... p. Rs. a. p. 

:Below Rs. 20 .. . . .. . 17 0 10 40 '17 0 9' 

' Rs. 20 and below Rs. 30 .. .. 25 2 9 208 25 5 4 

.. 30 .. .. .. 40 .. .. 34 8 6 309 33 15 8 

.. 40 .. .. .. 50 .. .. 43 311 302 43 6 9 

,. 50 .. .. . .. 60 .. .. 53 15 3 176 53 12 4 

.. 60 .. .. .. 70 .. .. 63 9 3 86 63 0 5 . .. 70 .. .. .. 80 .. ... 73 12 3 71' 73 6 4 

.. 80 .. .. .. 90 .. .. 83 2 7 49 83 4 0 

.. 90 and over .. .. .. 120 14 10 52 118 8 6 

. . 

I 

All incomes .. 54 14 9 1,203 46 5 0 

INCOME FROM 8UFPLEMENTARY SOURCES. 

Information was obtained as regards the additional sources of income 
of 'the fa.mily. As the table below shows, only in 11 out of 1,.293 orO· 85. 
per cent. cases was agriculture shown as the source of additional income 
of the family. In 84 cases or 6·50'per cent. of the total, the source of 
additional income was boarders and lodgers. In 30 or 2 · 32 per cent . 
. cases, the families were receiving house rent, and the income from 
.this source exceeded, Rs. 40 in one case ; while ·in 34 or 2 · 63 per cent. 
cases the families supplemented their income by selling milk,. domeswo 
service, etc. 
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Olassijicatioo of ~amilies actJIYI'ding to the Ammtnt and SOUTce 
of Addit,ooall ncome. 

' 
Number of families receiving . 

Sourc& of ~ditional income. No Ro.5 Rs. 10 Ro. 15 Ro.20 
Below and and and and pay- Ro. 5. below below below below ment. Rs.10. Rs. 15. Ro.20. Rs.25. 

_:_ 

Boarders and lodgers .. . 5* 5 30 18 10 9 

Agriculture .. .. .. 7 1 1. 1 . . -
Rent .. .. .. 5 10 10 2 1 

Otberst .. .. .. 8 13 7 3 2 

--- ---

Total .. 5 25 54 36 16 12 

• 

t Percentage to total ·15•72 33•961" 22:641 10•06 - 7"55 

Number of families receiving-eonld. 

Percent-
. Source of additional income. Rs. 25 Ro. 30 Ro.35 Ro.40 

Total • age to 
and and and tola!. 

below· below below and 

Rs. 30. Rs. 35, Rs. 40. over. 

Boo.rders and lodgers .. 1 2 2 2 64 52•83 
. . . ' 

Agriculture .. .. 1 .. . .. . . 11 6•92 , 
Rent .. .. 1 .. .. 1 '30 18•87 

Otberst .. .. .. 1 .. .. 34 21•38 

. 

Total .. . 3 3 
21 

3 159 100•00 

--- -

Percentage to total . ·I 1·89 1"89 1•26 1•89 100•00 .. 
. 

• Includes one case of a mamed daughter and one case of a servant. 
t Includes aaaes of selling milk, pensions, religious ceremonies, domestic work, eto. 
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BoARDERS AND LoDGERS. 

~ong the 84 cases of families taking in boarders and lodgers, in 
. 30 cases the income from this source amounted to between Rs,. 5 and 
Rs. 10 and in 28 cases between Rs. 10 and Rs. 20. The practice of taking 
in boarders and lodgers does not appear to be so common among working 
class families in Ahmedabad as it is in Bombay. Thus, while according 
to the 193~3 Bombay family budget enquiry, about 28 per cent. 
families in Bombay tpok boarders and lodgers, the present enquiry 
shows that the percentage of such families in Ahmedabad was only 
6 · 5 in 1933-35, the average number of boarders per family being 0 · 07 
in 1926 and 0 · 09 in 1933-35 as compared with 0 ·52 in Bombay in 1932-33. 
This may be due partly to the practice among groups of single workers 
in Ahmedabad of sharing a room and cboking their own food or taking 
it in a visl!i (hotel) where they are charged about Rs. 9 to Rs. 11 per 
month or about 2 to 2! annas per single " plate ". The following table. 
gives the classification of families according. to the nnrilber of boarders 
and lodgers :- · 

Cla.ai[l.fMion of families according lo number of boarder• ancl Wdgu•. 

Families· having 
• 

No boarder or lodgor 

One boarder 

Two boardel'B 

Throe boarders 

Four boa.rders 

Five 'boarders 

Onolodgor 

One boarder and one lodger .. ... 
Two boardenfand two lodgers 

'lhroe board~m and three lodgem 

Total 

Number 
of 

instances . 

1,209 

39 

14 

7 

1 

• 1 

5 

11 

4 

2 

1,293 

Percentage 
to totaL 

93•50 

:i·01 

1•08 

0•54 

0•08 

o·o8 

0•39 

0•86 

0•31 

0•15 

100•00 



27 

The table below gives the comparative analysis of the average monthly 
income of working class families during 1926 and 1933-35. · It is seen 
that the income from supplementary sources formed only' 3 per cent. 
of the total family income in 1933-35 :- . · 

Average monthly earnings of - I 1926. 1933-35. 

Rs. a. p. Rs. a.. p. 

Men 0 0 0 0 0 0 00 35 4 1 401211 
(88•1) 

Women 00 00 0 0 5 9 7 4 0 8 
(8•7) 

Children nnder 14 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 4 0 1 9 
(0•2) 

Income from supplementary source~J 3 •5 2* • I 5 8 0 0 

(3"0) 

Total monthly income 00 44 7 2t 46 5 0 
(100•0) 

EXPENDITURE OF THE FAMILY. 

It has already been stated that the average monthly income of working 
class families in Ahmedabad is Rs. 4!HH>, the average monthly income 
of natural famiJ.ies being Rs. 39-13-8 and of households Rs. 54-14-9. 
In the case of natural families as also of households and therefore in 
the case of all families, the average monthly expenditure is less than the 
average monthly income, the average surplus in the case of all families 
being R~. 5-9-2 per month. It will be· seen from the following table 
that as the income increases the expenditure also increases. Except 
in the first two income groups, however, that is " Below Rs. 20 " .and 
"Rs. 20 and below Rs. 30 ,. the average monthly expenditure is less 
than the average monthly income. While this is the case so far as all 
budgets are concerned, in the case of natural families only the lowest 
income group fails to balance its budget, while in the case of househ~lds 
the first three lowest income groups are unable to balance their mouthly 

.budgets. 

• Including estimated rents for owned or rent·froo tenementa. 
t Avemgo for families getting up to Rs. 90 per month. 



A veragt. morithL; income and upenililure-By income group~ . . 
. 

Natural familiO.. 
Households. 

• . 
Average monthly 

Average 

Income groups. monthly 

Incomo. Expenditure. Income. 
' 

Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p, 

Below Rs. 20 .. .. 17 0 8 21 2 10 17 0 10 

Rs. 20 and below Rs. 30 .. 25 6 4 25 0 9 25 2 9 

.. 30 .. .. .. 40 .. 33 12 1 31 15 10 34 ~ 6 

.. 40 .. .. .. 50 .. 43 6 10 39 1 1 43 311 

.. 50 .. " " 50 .. 53 9 3 43 15 6 53 15 3 

"· 60 .. ,, .. 70 .. 62 0 10 50 15 7 63 9 3 
I 

70' •• I 80 72 1 0 56 911 73 12 3 
I , " .. .. I 

" 80 
" " " 90 .. 83 12 9 69' 0 8 83 2 7 

" 
90 and over '. .. 108 7 4 74 2 6 120 14 10 

All incomes .. 39 13 8 35 11 9 54 14 9 . 

House-holde. ' I All Budgebl. 

Average 
Income groups. .monthly AvE!'ra.ge monthly 

Expenditure. Income. Expenditure. 

-
Rs •. a. P· Rs .... p. Rs. a. p. 

Below Rs. 20 .. .. 19 15 1 17 0 9 20 12 5 

Us. 20 and below Rs. 30 .. 27 9 9 25 5 4 25 12 5 

.. 30 " " " 40 .. 35 1 0 33 15 8' 32 14 2 

" 40 .. .. w 50 .. 40 13 2 . 43 5 9 '39 11 2 

.. 50 .. .. " 60 .. 45 0 7 53 12 4 44 8 5 
• .. 60 " .. " 70 .. 52 15 5 63 0 5 52. 3 11 

.. 70 " .. " 80 .. 60 I l 73 5 4 59 3 l 

, . 80 " " " 90 .. 65 8 2 83 4 0 66 0 3 • , · 90 and over .. .. 90 15 3 118. 8 6 87 11 7 

All incomes .. -47 6 6 46 5 0 40 11 10 
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As already stated 1,070 or 82 · 75 per cent. of the total families covered 
by the enquiry were of cotton mill workers. The average monthly 
fainily income of. cotton mill workers in Ahmedabad in 1933-35 was 
Rs. 47-14-11. ·But, as will be seen from table 7 in the Appendix, 
amongst cotton mill workers,· natural families in the income classes 
below Rs. 30 and joint households in the income classes b~low Rs. 40 
are not able to balance their budgets even in the restricted sense of 
meeting only the day-to-day expenditure other than that incurred on 
account of the repayment of debts, celebration of festivals, marriages, 
etc. 

The expenditure of families on the important groups of commodities 
and services comprising a family budget is shown in the following table 
according to income classes :-

• 
Average earnings and group expenditure of Jamilie.~~--By income groupa. 

Average monthly expenditure on 

Average 
Income groups. monthly .. Clothing, family Fuel and foot-wear income. Food. 

I 
lighting. and 

umbrellas. 

• Ro. a. p. Ro. .... p. Rs .... p • Ro. ... p. . 
I 

Below Rs. 20 .. .. 17 0 9 10 3 5 1 12 1 2 2 1 

Rs. 20 and below Rs. ·ao .. 25 5 4 12 511 1 15 10 2 9 5 
' , .. 30 .. .. .. 40 .. 33 15 8 15 15 8 2 5 2 2 15 9 

.. 40o, .. .. 50 .. 43 5 9 19 811 . 2 10 6 3 8 10 

.. 50-" .. .. 60 .. 53 12 4 22 9 5 2 13 6 4 2 1 

.. 60 .. .. .. 70 .. 63 0 5 26 13 4 3 7 I 4 12 11 

.. 70 .. .. .. 80 . . 73 5 4 29 6 6 3 10 10 5 2 10 

.. 80 .. .. .. 90 .. 83 4 0 31 15 5 3 15 2 5 14 2 

.. DO aud over .•. .. 118 8 6 42 7 10 4 11 11 7 9 8 

• 

All incomes .. 46 6 0 20 1 5 211 4 311 6 
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Average Earnings and Group E:.penditure of Familiu by lMOrll< 
Groupo-contd. 

Average monthly oxpenditum on-conld. 

Total 
Income groups. Bedding and 

monthly 

hoUBehold Houso rent. Milocella- expenditure. • 

necessaries. neous. 

Ra. a. p. Ra. a. p. .Ra. a. p. Ra. a. p. 

Below Ra. 20 .. .. 0 1 10 2 13 4 311 8 20 12 5 

Rs. 20 and below Ra. 30 .. 0 1 7 3 10 4 5 1 4 25 12 5 

.. 30 .. .. .. 40 .. 0 2 2 4 6 8 7 0 9 32 14 2 

.. 40 .. .. .. 50 .. 0 2 3 4 9 8 9 3 0 • 39 11 2 

.. 50 .. .. .. 50 .. 0 2 6 4 3 8 10 9 3 44 8 5 

.. 60 .. .. .. 70 .. 0 2 5 4 10 5 12 5 9 52 311 

.. '/0 .. .. .. 80 .. 0 1 9 5 13 9 14 15 5 50 3 1 

.. 80 .. .. .. 90 .. 0 7 8 4 9 5 19 2 5 66 0 3 

.. lJO and over •• .. 0 4 9 6 15 2 25 10 3 87 11 7 

AU incomes .. 0 2 5 4 7 6 l 9 9 8 40 11 10 

. 
*Relating only to those items of monthly family expenditum wbioh were. inoludod 

in the budgets and excluding instalmenta and interest paid on account of loans, 
occaeional expenditure on festivals, marriages, etd. 

The following table contains a comparison of the group of expenditure 
figures yielded by the present enquiry with those of the 1926 enquiry 
.and also the 1932-33 Bombay enquiry :-

• Average monthly expenditure.•· ' 

' 
Groupe. Ahmedabad. Bombay. 

1926. 1933-35. 1932-33. 

Ra. a. p. Ra. a. p. Ra. a. p. 
Food .. .. .. 22 12 7 20 1 5 21 6 10 
Fuel and lighting .. .r 2 12 4 211 4 3 4 4 
Clothing, footwear, etc. .. 311 6 311 6 3 9 o· 
Bedding and household necessaries .. 0 7 4 0 2 5 0 1 0 
HoUBC·rent .. .. 4 911 4 7 6 5 14 3 
Miscellaneous* .. .. 5 0 0 9 9 8 11 12 4 . 

Total monthly expendituro .. 39 5 8 40 11 10 45 15 9 

• Excluding mstalment:B and mterest o~ account of dobta, oooaaional expenditure 
on festiv~tls, Dl8tniages, eto. · 
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. It is clear from the above figures that although the number of persons 
in the family, including boarders, increased from 3·94, in 1926 to _4,)4, 

· in 1933-35, the expenditure on food per family decreased during the 
period from Rs. 22-12-7 toRs. 20-1-5 and the per capita expenditure 
froin Rs. 5-12-6 tO Rs, 4-13-7, the· per capita figure of food expenditure 
for Bombay being Rs.5-1-3 in 1932-33. This is as it should be-assuming 
that in 1926 the worker could afford to buy his food requirements
when it is remembered that .the prices of food articles in Ahmedabad 
in 1933-35 were about 40 :Per cent. lower than in 1926-27. , The reduction 
in the expenditure on food owing to the fall· in prices shows that the 
workers are able to buy all the food that they require. The expenditure 
on_ fuel and lighting was practically the same as in 1926 as the working 
classes are . now using charcoal also along with firewood. Similarly -the 
fact that the expenditure on clothing did not show any reduction in 
spite of a fall of about 30 per cent.- in the prices of articles of clothing 
indicates that the· working classes are dressing better than ten years 
ago. ·It is also worth noting that ''clothing, footwear, etc.", and 
" bedding and household necessaries " are the only groups _on which the 
average working class family in Ahmedabad spends more in comparison 
with working class families in Bombay. The small decrease in the 
current expenditure in Ahmedabad on bedding and household necessaries 
as also on "house-rent ,; in the above table is .only apparent and not 
real as the 1933-35 figures relating to these groups refer to the actual 
expenditure incurred on these items during the month of the enquiry 
and do not take into account the estimated value of all bedding articles 
owned by, or the estimated rent of the owned or rent-free tenements· 
occupied by the families as was done in the 1926_ enquiry. In fact, 
although the prices of most of the co=odities and services have 
appreciably gol).e down during the last ten years, as shown in the section 
on housing, working_ class rents m Ahmedabad have continued t<i rise 
and a special rent* enquiry conducted by the Labour Office in 
Ahmedabad between July and November 1930 showed that the average 
rent for the 133 tenements selected by the lottery method from amongst 
the 872 tenements covered by the 1926 enquiry had risen during the 
interval by about 7 per cent. The above t~ble also shows that in 1933-35 
the Ahmedabad workers were in a position to nearly double their 

• Se~ page 324 of the January 1037 i&•ue of tho Loi;onr Gaulle. 



32 

expenditure on the " Miscellaneous " items. The percentage 'distribution 
of expenditure on the various groups of articles and services by families 
in the different income groups was as follows :-

Group PercentaJe Expenditure of Families by Income Groups. 

Limite of .month~y family income. 

Rs.20 Rs.30 Rs.40 Rs. 50 
Below and and and and 
Rs. 20. below below below below 

Rs. 30. Rs. 40. Rs. 50. Rs. 60. 
- -- --- -

Number of budgets .. 40 208 309 302 176 

Food .. '· 49'16 47•99 48•58 49•26 50·73 

Fuel alid lighting . .. 8'45 7"72 7•06: 6'69 6•39 . 
Clothing, footwear and 10•25 10•04 9•07 8•95 9'27 

umbrellas. 
Bedding and household 0"55 0•38 0•41 0'35 0•35 

neoeaaaries. 
House rent .. .. 13'64 14•15 13•45 u·6o 9·50 

llliscellaneollll .. .. 17'95 19•72 21•43 • 23•15 23•76 

Total .. 100•00 100•00 100•00 100•00 100•00 

Limits of monthly family inoome-eonld. 

r Rs. 60 Rs. 70 Rs. 80 
and and and Rs. 90 All 

below below below and inoomos. 
Rs. 70. Ra. 80.- Rs. 90. over. 

Number of budgets .. 86 n· I 49 52 1,293 

Food . .. ... 51"36 49•68 I 48•42 48•44 49"31 

Fuel and lighting .. 6'59 6•21 5•98 5•41 6"65 

Clothing, footwear 
umbrellas. 

and 9•20 8'75 8•92 8'67 9'12 
Bedding and ·household 0•29 

neoesaaries. 
0•19 0•72 0•34 0"37 

House rent· .. .. 8•90 9•89 6'95 7•92 10'97 
MisoollaneoU8 .. .. 23•66 25•28 29•01 29•22 23'58 

Total .. 100•00 100•00 1oo·oo 100•00 100'00 

I 
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It will be seen that nearly half the expenditure is on food, about il 
per cent. on fuel and lighting, 9 per cent. on clothing, 11 per cent. on 
house-rent and about 24 per cent. on miscellaneous items. The following 
table which compares the above percentage distribution of expenditure 
with that of the 1926 enquiry and also of the 1932-33 Bombay enquiry 
shows that except in the matter of housing conditions, which have been 
described later on in a separate section, there has been an appreciable 
improvement in the standard of living of the Ahmedabad workers. 

Percentage Explmiliture on the Main Groups. 

Ahmedabad Working Bombay 
Class Family Budgets. Working 

Groups. Class 
Family 

1926. 1933-35. Budgets 
1932-33 • 

. 

Food .. .. .. 57•90 49•31 46•60 

Fuel and Lighting .. .. .. 7•04 6•65 7•11 

Clothing, Footwear and Um?rella.s .. 9•45 I 9•12 7•75 

Bedding and household necessaries .. 1•16 0•37 0•13 

House-rent .. .. .. 11•74 10•97 12•81 

Mi.soeUaneous .. .. . . 12•71 23•58 25·60 

• I . 
• 

Total .. wo·oo 100·00 100•00 

It is clear from the above figures that' while the expenditure on food 
was 57· 90 per cent. in 1926, it formed only 49 · 31 per cent. of the total 
expenditure in 1933-35. The difference in the expenditure on .fuel 
a:n_J lighting, clothing, bedding and household necessaries and on house
reht was not very material, thus leaving a greater margin in the han.ds 
of the workers for spending on sundries. Arid consequently, the 
expenditure on the miscellaneous group increased from 12 · 71 per cent. 
in 1926 to 23· 58 per cent. in 1933-35. 

>!O·l Bk R 2Q--3 



34 

ExPENDITURE ON FooD. 

The average monthly expenditure on food per family comeo to 
Rs. 20-1-5 or 49'31 per cent. of the total expenditure .. As sho~ in 
table X in the Appendix, as incpme increases, the per ca~1~ expend~ture 
on food increases owing to the usual tendency among famihes With h1g~er 
incomes to purchase more of the nutritive, and comparatively expensive 
foods such as milk, milk-products, etc. It is also interesting to note 
that with a fall of about 40 per cent. in the prices of food articles, the 
average working class family which now spends on its foodgrain require
ments only Rs. 7-12-0 as compared with Rs. 13-3-5 in 1926, has increased 
its monthly expenditure on " other food " articles from Rs. 9-9-2 to 
Rs.12-5-5. 

Detailed figures of e:ipenditure on difierent articles of food given· 
in table XI in the Appendix will show that of the 1,293 families studied,, 
no fewer than 1,203 or 93 per cent. reported expenditure on rice. That 
is not to say, however, that rice is the principal or staple food of the 
Ahmedabad workers, most of whom generally take wheat or bajri bread, 
i.e., rotis or rotlas in the morning together with some dal or vegetable, 
and either bread or khichdi--which ·is made by cooking rice and pulse 
together-in the evening. The pulse commonly used for khichdi is 
either turdal or mugdal. Wheat rotis are more popular while bajri 
rotlas are consumed either by way of change or by persons who cannot 
afford to buy wheat. Thus, 1,111 or 86 per cent. families reported 
expenditure on wheat and only 414 or 32 per cent. on bajri. In this 
connection it may be stated that amongst cereals* wheat appears to be 
richest in proteins and bajri richest in fats. 'Pulses are used .in khiclul.i 
or for making- curries. Among other articles of food, " ghee and 
butter " and vegetables occupy a prominent place and account for 6 · 46 
and 4 · 87 per cent. respectively of the total .expenditure, the actual 
monthly expenditure of an average family on these items being 
Rs. 2-10-1 and Rs. 1-15-9 respectively. Salt, condiments, spices and 
gingily oil are also in ahnost imiversal use. The expenditure on niilk 
and butter which stood at Rs. 0-13-10 or 2·20 per cent. in 1926 was 
found to be Rs. 1-4-4 or 3·12 per cent. in 1933-35 although the price 
of milk had declined appreciably during the interval. Tea purchased 
outside and refreshments accounted for Rs. 1-14-11 or 4'74 per cent. 
of the monthly expenditure. The total expenditure on the "other food " 
group amo~ted to 30 · 28 per cent. of the total family expenditure as 
compared With 24·33 per cent. in the 1926 enquiry. 

FUEL AND LIGHTING. 

Firewood is ordinarily ~sed as fuel though families in the higher income 
groups a~e gradua~y takmg to the 11;se of charcoal also. As for light~g, 
the fall m the pnce of kerosene oil has enabled many families,. tq ~se 

"'See the article on" The Food of the Worker'' in tho Aprill925 iAAuo of tho Labour 
Gazette (pago 837).. · ' 
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kerosene in much larger quantities than in 1926 by either diminishing 
the quantity of castor oil used for the purpose or by discarding it 
altogether. 

CLOTHING. 

As in the previous enquiry, the monthly expenditure on clothing 
was arrived. at by ascertaining the clothing articles being used by the 
family,· their prices and their approximate duration. The monthly 
expenditure on the group was found to be about 9 per cent. of the total 
monthly expenditure. The clothing articles ordinarily used by male 
workers consist of a dhoti among Hindus and a vijar or a lungi among 
Muhammadans, a pahiran or a shirt, a waist-coat particularly among 
Muhammadans, and a cap or a feta ; while the use of coats, though 
increasing, has not yet become ~iversal. It is als.o customary among 
Ahmedabad workers to wear shoes. The Hindu women usually wear 
skirts, saris and cholis. 

As regards bedding, almost all working class families in Ahmedabad 
possess one or more charpoys or cots which are often kept outside the 
tenements for want of enough accommodation in their overcrowded 
rooms. 

HouSING. 

Although the population of Ahmedabad increased by 1,11,982 persons 
or 41·4 per cent. during the intercensal period 1921-1932, the number of 
residential buildings increased from 40,519 in 1921 to 43,822 in 1932, i.e., 
by 8 per cent. only and the number of occupied tenements from 70,876 
to 97,297, i.e., by 37 per cent. This shows ·that although Ahmedabad 
is now followi~g the practice in Bombay of providing chawls* containing 
accommodation for a large number of families under a common roof, 
the increase in the number of tenements in Ahmedabad is not keepmg 
pace with the rapid rise in the city's pop.)llation. Thus, while the 1932 
population of the city proper and the Puras was 32 and 76 per cent. 
higher than that in 1921, the addition to the number of tenements in 
the city and the Puras was only 24 and 67 per cent. respectively during 
the same period. The total number of tenements increased by 26,421-
12,046 in the city proper and 14,375 in the Puras-and out of these 
no fe';Ver than 19,020 or 72 per cent. were single room teuements. The 
wards which recorded a comparatively large increase in tenements were 
Dariapur No. 1, Shahpur No. 2, Jamalpur No. 1 and Raikhad within 
the city proper and Pura 1, Shaher Kotda, Gomatipur and Asarwa 

'' ~. Sedgwick stated in the 1921 'Oensus Report (C.nsus of Indio, 1921, Vol IX, Part 
I, Ch.o.pter VU, page XX) that " the wonl cha.wl is not of certainty understood or much 
used at Ahmedabad ; and the figures under this item are not correct ,. ; but even though 
the Census figures showing 30 ohawls in 1921 and.657 ohawls in 1932 may not be quite 
accurate, thero could not be any doubt that the numbor of cho.w1s has considernbly 
increased in AhmedabaP since 1921. 

110·1 Bk R 20-3a 
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outside the .city walls. The following table shows the class of 
accommodation available in Ahmedabad .. 

City proper. Puma .. 

Tenements having 
1932. 1021. 1932. 1921. 

Ono room .. .. 20,805 28,330 18,381 29,876 
(42) (46) (87) (84) 

Two rooms .. . . 13,854 16,952 1,981 4,010 
(28) (28) (9). (!I) 

Three rooms .. .. 6,542 6,381 462 850 
(11) (10) (2) (2) 

FoUr rooms and over .. 9,375 9,959 476 930 
(10) (16) (2) (3) . ______ ......... _ 

Total .. 49,576 61,622 21,300 35,675 
(100) (100) (100) (100) 

Note.-Tho figures m bracket denote percentages. 

In 1932, nearly 46 per cent. of the tenements in the city proper were 
single-roomed, 28 per cent. were two-roomed, while the remaining 26 
per cent. had three or more rooms each. The Puras are mostly populated 
by the working classes and it is not surprising that an overwhehning 
majority (84 per cent.) of the tenements in the Puras are single-roomed 
tenements. 

The census statistics do not contain details regarding the state of 
housing in Ahmedabad, but the following table which shows the number 
of tenements of various kinds and the population occupying them, as 
also the average number of persons per room in each kind of tenement 
in 1921 and 1932, may be of interest:-

Totol number Total number 
of tenements. of oooupa.nts. ,Tenement clo.ssified by 

n~mbor of rooDVI. • 
1921. 1932, 1021. 1032. 

---
One room .. .. 30,186 58,206 133,069 209,072 

' (55) (60) (52) (55) 
Two rooms .. .. 15,835 20,062 55,058 79,463 

Three rooms 
(22) (22) (21) (21) .. .. 6,004 7,231 23,604 30,728 

Four rooms 
(9) (7) (9) (8) .. .. 5,021 4,540 21,451 22,373 

Five rooms 
(7) (5) (8) (6) .. .. 1,811 2,181 . 8,330 11,355 
(3) (2) (3) (3) 

Six roollliJ and over 
. .. .3,010 4,177 17,505 27,657 

(4) (4) (7) (7) 
. -- -

Total .. 70,876 97,207 2511,067 381,488 
(100) (100) (100) (100) . Note. Tho figures m bro.okot denote percentu.gos . 

Average number 
of penons por 

room. 

1921. 1932. 

--

3•30 

1•74 

1•31 

1•07 

o·o2 

. .. 
--
.. 

.. 

. 3•61 

1'8 0 

1•4 2 

1°2 

1•0 
,. .. 

3 

4 

--·-
.. 
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Out of the 97,297 tenements in Ahmedabad in 1932, 58,206 were 
single-room tenements. The percentage of one-roomed tenements 
increased from 55 in 1921 to 60 in 1932 and that of the population living 
'in them from 52 to 55. The average number of persons per single-room 
tenement was 3·39 in 1921 and 3·61 in 1932. This means that a larger 
proportion of the population is living in one-room tenements and that 
single-room tenements are becoming more and more crowded. The 
conditions in tenements having two or more rooms have also definitely 
worsened, thus showing that even the middle classes in Ahmedabad 
are worse ofi in the matter of housing than in 1921 8Jthough it must be 
stated that the new buildings recently constructed by several middle 
class co-operative housing societies amidst congenial surroundings, 
such as on the Ellis Bridge side, provide decent accommodation for 
families who can afford to pay comparatively high house-rents. 

The results of the present enquiry indicate that.'the ·percentage of 
working class families living in single rooms in Ahmedabad increased 
from 72·93 per cent. (and 74•77 per cent. if huts are included) in 1926 
to 76 · 26 per cent. in 1933-35 and that 22 or 2 · 2 per cent. of the families 
occupying single rooms were sharing a room with other families or single 
men. It is also· seen tliat while _the percentage of total two-roomed 
tenements in the <;ity remained stationery at 22 both in 1921 and 1932, 
the percentage of working class families living in them has increased 
from 18 in 1926 to 20 in 1933-35. The percentage of three and more
roomed tenements occupied by the working classes has, however, gone 
down from 7 to 3·71. The following table gives the classification of 
families according to income groups and the class of tenements occupied 
bythem. • 

Analysis of families acoordi1UJ to Income Groups and Class of Tenements . 

Income groups. 

. Number of families living in tenements 
having 

One· 
room. 

l , , I 

Total. 

Two ~Three Four Six iUm:jpc· 
rooms. rooms. rooms. rooms. cified. 

--------1---:-1--· --- -- __ · - 1---;---
BelowRs. 20 •. 
Rs. 20 and bolow Rs. 30 .. 
, 30 , , 
,40," 
,50,, 
, 60 , , 
,70," 
" 80 " ,, 
, 90 o.nd over 

All incomes 

l?ercentage to total 

" 40 .. 
" 50 .. 
" 60 .. 
IJ 70 .. 
, so .. 
, oo .. 

34. 
172 
263 
243 
136 

51 
41 
28 
18 

5 1 
34 2 
41 5 

.--51- 6 
27 9 
30 5 

I 
4 

27' I 1 
20 ; 1 .. 

.. J 
I 

1 

40 
208 
309 

1 302 
176 
sa 
71 
49 
52 23 I 7 ·3 1 

---986-l--2-58_1_37 ---;;-~--2-:,--1-1 1,293 

19·951~\--;;/ o·15J o·osj1oo·oo 
Note.-In 22 cMcs, one·TOom tenements are· shared with other families or lingle 

men and in one cMo n three· room teucmcn~ is shared with sinq:lo men. 
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The table below which analyses tenements according to the number 
of occupants shows that 18 · 91 per cent. of the tenements were occupied 
by two persons each, 25·14percent. bythreepersonseach, 21·75 per cent. 
by four persons each while the remaining 34 · 20 per cent. tenements 
were each occupied by more than 4 persons. It also shows that the 
percentage of tenements containing 5 or more persons increased from 
30·85 in 1926 to 34,-20 in 1933-35 and that there are a number of cases 
in which a single room is occupied by even eight or ten persons. 

Analysis of Tenements by Number of Occupants. 

Number of tenements of each class containing the 
Number of rooms per following number of persons. 

tenement. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

One room .. .. 200 253 210 149 73 47 
Two rooms .. 36 56 60 50 18 

I 
18 

Three rooms .. .. 2 9 s· 6 5 1 
Four rooms .. 1 1 1 2 1 

. .. .. 
Six rooms .. .. 1 . . . . . . . . .. 

Total .. 240 319 ~m 96 67 

---
Percentage to total • ·118•91 25•14 16•31 7•67 5•28 

I • l 

Number of tenements of each 
• do.as containing the follow-

Number of rooms per ing number of persons 
tenement. -co";Ud. Percentage 

Total to 
tota.l. 

1 8 9' 10 o.nd 
. over. 

--
One room .. .. 21 5 6 964 75•96 
Two rooms .. .. 10 6 4 258 20•33 
Three rooms .. .. 6 1 1 36 2•84 
Four rooms .. .. 2 • .. 1 9 o·n 
Six rooms .. .. .. .. 1 2 0•16 

--- --
Total .. 39 12 13 1,269• 1oo·oo 

' F Percentage to total .. 3•07 0•95 1•02 . ... 

• E:xoludca .22 one-roomed tenomonte and one threo-roomed tenement shared b more 
than one family D.J~.d.one tenement for 'vbich .complete information wo.s not o.vailo.bt. 
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As regards house rents, 45 or 3 · 48 per cent. of the families stndied paid 
no rent. · This is mostly due to the prevailing practice of providing mill 
sepoys or jamadars with rent-free tenements, though in a few cases the 
rent was rerorted as "nil" because the tenements were newly constructed 
by families who had not paid any municipal taxes up to the time of the 
enqniry: As will be seen from table XII in the Appendix, 138 or 10"67 
per cent. of the families were living in tenements owned by themselves 
and most of the~ fall into the category of families spending monthly 
below Rs. 2 for their accommodation as they had to pay only the muni
cipal taxes or site-rents. 8 ·59 per cent. of the families were paying 
rents between Rs. 3 and Rs. 4, 48 ·18 per cent. between Rs. 4 and Rs. 6, 
13 · 30 per cent. between Rs. 6 and Rs. 7 and 11 · 29 per cent. were paying 
rents of Rs. 7 and over. The latter figure includes a few cases of rents 
of tenements let out on the hire-purchase system. The following table 
gives an analysis of the actual monthly rents paid by working class 
families in Ahmedabad for their accommodation. 

Class of Tenements occupied by and RenfJS paid therefor by the 
Ahmedabad wor/.,"ing classes. 

Number of families paying rent shown 
in col. 1 and living in tenements 

Monthly rent (including hn.ving Percent. 
M. T.) actually paid Total. nge to 

by the family. Un· total. 
One Two Three Four Sb: speci· room rooms rooms rooms room 8 fied 

I 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

---- - -- ---- --- --

Nil .. 34 9 2 .. .. . . 45 3·48 

BclowRc. 1 .. 53 37 7 3 .. .. 100 7•73 

Re. I and below Rs. 2 .. 19 20 5 2 .. . . 46 3•56 

Rs. 2 .. .. Rs. 3 .. 38 7 4 I .. .. 50 3·87 
• 

Rs. 3 .. .. Rs. 4 .. 1~' 4 I .. .. .. Ill s·59 

Rs. 4 .. .. Rs. 5 .. 277 36 2 .. .. I 316 24·44 

Rs. 5 .. " Rs. 6 .. 280 26 I .. .. . . 307 23•74 

Rs. 6 .. " 
Rs. 7 .. 132 38 . . I I .. 172 13·30 

Rs. 7 .. .. Rs. 8 .. 34 22 i; .. .. .. 61· 4•72 

Rs. 8 .. .. Rs. 9 .• 7 27 3 .. .. .. 37 2·86 

Rs. 9 " .. Rs.IO .. 3 16 2 .. .. .. 21 1•62 

Rs. 10 and over .. 3 16 5 2 I .. 27 2•00 
---------------

Total .. 986 258 37 9 2 I 1,293 IOO·OO 
--

19·9512·86 0'70. 
---- -

Percentage to totn.l .. 76•26 0'15 o·os 100·00 .. 
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The frequency distribution of rents paid by families according to 
income groups, given in the following table, shows that the expenditure 
mi. rent increases with the increase in the family income. This tendency 
becomes clearly marked if cases up to Rs. 2 per month, which mostly 
relate to rent-free or owned tenements are omitted from consideration. 

Frequency distribution of rents paid by families according ·to 

' 
I nco me Groups. 

Limits of monthly family income. 

Monthly rent (including M.T.) \ Rs.~2o Rs. :io I R•. 40 Rs. ;;o Hs. 60 
uctually paid by the family, Below and and and nn<l o.nd 

Ra. 20. below below I below below below 
Rs. 30. RB. 40. Rs. 00. Rs. 60. ]!.H. 70. 

--- ---
Nil .. .. 6 I2 11 2 8 2 
Below Re. 1 .. .. 8 25 I9 I6 I I5 IO 
Re. 1 and below Rs. 2 .. .. 9 4 11 11 5 
Rs. 2 

" " Rs. 3 .. 2 IO IO I3 7 2 
Rs. 3 " " Rs. 4 .. 6 26 32 24 IO 6 
Rs. 4 

" " 
Rs. 5 .. n 62 84 79 37 I3 

Rs. 5 " " 
Rs. 6 .. 6 34 84 8I 45 21 

Rs. 6 " " 
Rs. 7 .. 2 23 38 48 24 I3 

Rs. 7 " " Rs. 8 .. 1 3 17 I4 I2 4 
Rs. 8 " " 

Rs. 9 .. .. 3 6 8 5 3 
Rs. 9 " " Rs.IO .. .. .. 4 4 I 3 
Rs. 10 and over .. .. 1 .. 2 I 4 

---
' Total .. 40 208 309 302 176 86 -

123·36 

---
Pefcentn.gc to total .. 3•09 I6•09 23•90 I3•6I 6•65 

Limit;a of mont.bly family 

I I Percent. 

mcome.~nl.d. 

Monthly rent (including M.T.) 
Rs. 70 I actually paid by the family. Rs. 80 Rs.90 I Total 
below below and ' 

age to 

I 
total. Rs. 80. Rs. 90. over 

_, 
Nil. i • .. .. I .a 
Below Rc. 1 

.. 45 3•48 .. .. I 4 2 I 
100 Re. 1 and below R•. 2 .. 2 2 2 

7•73 
Rs. 2 Rs. 3 46 3•56 

" " .. I 2 3 I 

Rs. 3 Rs. 4 50 3•87 
" " .. 4 2· I Rs. 4 Rs. 5 l3 

Ill 8•59 
" " .. 12 7 Rs. 5 Rs. 6 19 12 

316 24•44 
" " .. 5' 

I Rs. 6 Rs. 7 11 307 23•74 
" " .. 3 10 Rs. 7 
" " 

Rs. 8 .. 6 4 
P2 13•30 

R•. 8 Rs. 9 
.. 61 4•72 

" " .. 5 5 2 
R•. 9 " " Rs.IO .. 3 3 • 3 37 2•86 
Rs. 10 and over 21 1•62 .. 5 1 13 27 2•09 

. 

I ---Total .. 71 49 52 I,293 IOO·OO 

Percentage'_ to total ' ··I 5•49 I 3"79 4:02 I IOO·OO 
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. Re~ts in .A1Jmedabad appear to have gone up during the last decade 
m sp1te .o~ the general slump in prices and the consequent fall in the 
cost of livmg. In the majority of cases the rent paid is between Rs. 4 
and Rs. 7. The average rent is Rs. 4-12-1 for one room tenement, 
Rs. 6-9-3 for two-room tenements, Rs. 8-15-2 for three-room tenements, 
Rs. 11-9-4 for four-room tenements and Rs. 14 for six-room tenements
It ":ill also be seen from the above table that the percentage of families 
paymg rents of Rs. 4 and over increased from 67·42 in 1926 to 72·77 
in 1933-35' while the percentage of those paying rents of Rs. 6 and over 
rose from 19 ·95 to 24 ·59 during the same period. A further analysis 
of the rent figures shows that the rents for the different classes of 
tenements have gone up as under:-

Average rental in 

Clnss of tenements 

1926 1035 

Rs. a. p. Rs. o.. P· 

One-roomed 4 ·1 10 4 12 I 

Two-roomed 5 9 6 6 9 3 

Throe·roomed 6 15 5 8 15 2 

11 9 4 
10 0 10* f 

14 0 0 

Four-roomed 

Six-roomed 

All tenements .. 4 011 5 2 8 

*For tenements with four rooms and over. 

This rise in the rents of all types of tenements is in consonance with 
the conditions of increased overcrowding in the city referred to already. 
It is also seen .that the average number of persons per one-roomed tene
ment increased from 3 · 7 4 to 3 · 93 and that for all tenements rose from 
3·87 to 4'09 between 1926 and 1935. Another and more accurate 
index to overcrowding is furnished by the average floor space which is 
available per person in the family. The results of this enquiry show 
that the average floor space available per person decreased from 47•36 
square feet in 1926 to 43 · 94 square feet in 1933-35, for all tenements 
and from 38'29 to 37·97 square feet in the case of one-roomed tenements. 
The inadequacy of this floor space becomes at once apparent when it is 
remembered that a one-room tenement, in addition to serving as a living
room and bedroom for about four persons, serves also as a kitchen, a 
store-room a bath-room, etc. Conditions become much worse during 
the monso~n when the workers ctmnot use the outside open space so 
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very freely as ih the fair season. The following table gives the details 
regarding the average _monthly rent for different types of tenements 
and the floor space available per room and per person. 

Classification of Tenements by Number of Rooms and Floor Space 

Average Approximate average 
Number Average number .ftoor apace per 

Class of tenements of rcntalt 
of pcl'Bons . tenements• per 
tenement Room Person 

l 2 3 4 5 6 

Rs. a. p. Sq. ft. Sq. ft. 

One-roomed .. 9G·l 4 12 1(a) 3•93 149•37(b) 37•97 
TWo-roomed .. 258 6 9 3(c) 4•42 124"02(d) 66•01 
Three-roomed .. 36 8 15 2(e) 5•14 122•31(/) 7!•35 
Four-roomed ··I 9 ll 9 4(g) 5•78 146•19 101•21 
Six-roomed .. 1 2 14 0 O(h) 9•00 142•83 95·22 

.. All tenements .. 1,269 5 2 8(i) 4·0~ 139"51(j) 43·94 

•Excluding 23 tenements shared by more than one family and ono tenement for 
which complete informa.tion wne not available. 

tTbe figures of average rents given in this column h&vo boon worked out ~y 
excluding rent-free or owned tenements, tenements shared by more than one family 
and also one tenement for which complete information was not available. Tho averogo 
rents for the tenements given in column (3) of the ahovo to.blo (i.e. including the rent
free and owned tenements come to Rs. 4-5-3 per one-roomed tenement, Rs. 5-0·3 per 
two-roomed tenement, Rs. 4-13-1 per three-roomed tenement, Rs. 4-8-11 per four-roomed 
tenement, Rs. 10-3-4 per six-roomed tenement And Rs. 4-7-11 per tenement for nll tho 
1,269 tenements combined. 

(a) Average for 871 tenements. 
(b) Average for 962 tenements. 
(c) Average for 188 tenements. 
(d) Average for 257 tenements. 
{e) Average for 17 tenements. 
(/) Average for 35 tenements. 
(g) Average for 3 tenements. 
(h) Average for 1 tenement. 
(i) Average for 1,080 tenements. 
{j) Average for 1,265 tenements. 

Three hundred. and fifty nine or nearly 28 per cent. of the tenements 
had verandahs in front of them. The verandahs are used for sleeping by 
the male members of the families or for hanging children's cradles, etc. 

Nearly 79 per cent. of the working class tenements in Alunedabad· 
belong to private landlords, about 11 per cent. are owned by the workers 
themselves, while approximately 9 per cent. of the tenements bs.ve .been 
provided by millowners or other employers of labour. The private 
landlords have not only tried to meet the growing demand for working 
class accommodation in Alunedabad by building one-room tenements 
approximately 12' X 12' in slze--72 per cent. of the intercei~Bal increase in 
tenements was ~ O~·room tenements only-but they have also let out 
many old and i!iJaJindated tenements, some of which are not really :fit 
~o~ human h:'bttat!Ol';l· In the absence of any authoritative enquity, 
1t lS not p0ss1ble to gJ.Ve the exact number of such tenements ; but it is 
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baliev:ed_ that their numberm~t be considerable. The Textile Labour, 
Assomat10n, as the result of an enquiry it made in 1927, declared that 
1~,000 tenem~nts were unfit for human habitation. The Royal Commis
Sion on Ind}an Labour described working class housing conditions in 
Ahme~bad m the following te~: " The areas occupied by the working 
classes m Ahmedabad present pictures of terrible squalor .. Nearly 92 
:per ~ent. ~f the. houses are one-roomed ; they are badly built, 
msarutary, _ill-ventilated and overcrowded, whilst water supplies are 
altog?ther madettnate _and Iatr~e acco~o~tion _is !~'!most entirely 
wantmg. Resultmg evils are physical detenoration, high infant mortality 
and a high general death-rate. Thirty-five of the textile mills have 
provided chawls for about 16 per cent. of their employees, but in ouly 
one or two cases is the accommodation of a reasonable standard and 
sanitary arrangements are frequently inadequate." (Page 277 of the 
Labour Commission's report.) 

Public attention became particularly focussed on the bad hou'sing 
conditions in Ahmedabad after the floods of July 1927, which destroyed 
severn! thousand houses. 

' Some of the recent attempts 1nade to iniprove industrial housing in. 
Ahmedabad may be briefly mentioned here. 1'he Ahmedabad Munici
pality decided in November 1931 to make a beginning in providing 
housing accommodation for the poorer classes by raising a loan of 
Rs. 4,50,000 which was to be financed from the proceeds of a proposed 
increase in the terminal tax on cotton and iron, and it subsequently 
acquired a piece of land in the Jamalpur Town Planning Area for the 
construction of model houses for the poor. 1\'Ieanwhile, the Ahmedabad 
:r.Iillowners' Association gave an undertaking to Government in 1933 to 
erect 1,000 tenements for mill workers within a period of three years and 
Government therefore withheld sanction to the Municipality's proposal, 
for an increase in the terminal tax. 1'he Municipality has, however, 
recently constructed a block of about 100 tenements for the poorer 
classes. 

The Ahmedabad Mills which had provided 3, 708 tenements* for their 
workers in 1931, have built 719 additional tenements since 1933, including 
435 constructed by the Ahmedabad 1\Iills' Housing Society and 284 
by individual mills. The tenemen:ts in the Mills' Hous!ng ~ociet:(s 
chawls which are situated at Rakhial, Asarwa and Amraiwadi consiSt 
of a room 13' X 11' a kitchen 5' X 11' and an open verandah 7' long 
with Manglore tile ~oofing and are let out at a unifonn monthly rent of 
&4~. . . 

• See the article on Mill ohawls in Ahmedabad published on pages 58-66 of the 
SePtember 1931 issue of the Labour Gazelle. Information regn.rding housing collected in 
tho course of tho General Wage Census of Ma.~ 1934 showed that out of the 79 ~ills 
(including six small factories other than cotton mill~), 40 reported that they had proVIded 
housing accommodation for the benefit of th~ll' em:pl~yees. The total number of 
tenements provided was 3,368, es:cluding hut~, m addition to the 1,_200 tcnemel!ts 
provided frco of rent to watchmen, peons, mnlis, etc., b7 about 77 mills. Ten m~ 
reported that they wero charging rente below economic value and 24 were chargmg 
economic rents. Tho most common rent charged was Rs. 4 to Rs. 6, t~e lowest and 
the bighcst rents reported being Rs. 1-1-0 and Rs. 8 per month respeottvely. 
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Th~ Textile Labour Association has built about 65 tenements in the 
town planning area outside Shah pur gate with a view to providing a D_lod~l 
for the }.fillowners the :Municipality and the Landlords. The s1te IS 

named Kalyangao~* and the tenements consist of two rooms 14!' X 10' 
and 11' x8', a kitchen 8' x7', a verandsh 19!' x7' and a yard 19!' X 18'. · 
The cost of construction was about Rs. 1,300 per tenement and the 
workers have to pay nearly ten rupees (including ground rent, taxes, 
maintenance charges, etc.) per month to become owners in about twenty-
five years' time on the hire-purchase system. · 

Another housing scheme on a co-operative. basis i.3 a colony. of 
twenty-two buildings, each containing two semi-detached dwellings 
built by the Vankar Co-operative Society and known as Priyatampur.t 
Each building covers, with its attached garden, some 500 square yards, 
that is, 250 square yards to each dwelling. The cost price of the land 
allotted to each dwelling is Rs. 400 and has already been paid off by the 
workers. The dwellings consist of two rooms 15' X 10' and 10' X 7!', 
a kitchen 7!' X 7!', a. front verandah 23' X 8' and a side verandah 10' x8'. 
The plinth ia two feet above the ground level and the floors are paved . 
with stone. The contractor waived his profit and as a result the cost of • 
each dwelling worked out to only Rs. 800. The occupants pay a rent, 
on the· hire-purchase system, of Rs. 10 per month in addition to interest 
on the borrowed capital, rates and maintenance charges, etc. 

Despite these efforts, as already pointed out, owing largely to the brisk 
activity of the cotton mill industry iri Ahmedabad and the improvement 
in the employment position, the problem of providing decent and sanitary 
working class housing accommodation in Ahmedabad appears to be 
getting more difficult day by day. No doubt new chawls are springing 
up, some of them displacing old dilapidated tenements, tin sheds or 
tenements of corrugated iron sheets ; but the question of constructing 
self-contained dwellings with nhanis and proper drainage and sewerage 
facilities amidst clean and healthy surroundings does not appear to have 
received sufficient attention even in the new chawl,s. 

Ml:SCELLANEOUS EXPENDITURE 

It has a~eady been mentioned that the average monthly family 
expenditure on the " miscellaneous " group accounted for Rs. 9-9-8 or· 
23'58 per cent. of the total expenditure. The" miscellaneous" group 
!ncludes all items of expenditure not included in any of the other 
nnportant groups, ~amely, food, fuel and lighting, clothing, bedding and 
household necessaries and house-rent but excludes such items as interest 
on .debts, ?ccasional .expendit.ure on festivals, marriages, etc., regarding 
which satisfactory mformat1on was not available in the budgets. 
Working class fa~lies are eithe.r not wil?ng or not able to supply accurate 
lijlures of e~enditur~ on certam other Items like liquor and the informa
tion regarding the Dllscellaneous group cannot therefore be said to be as 

• For further details regarding this scheme, ·ace po.ges 428-420 of tho Februa;rv 1033 
issue of the Labour Gazette. ·.; 

t For further details regarding this scheme, see pagos 769-772 of the Juno 1933 issue 
of tho Labour Gazelle, . 
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complete as in the case of the other 
1 

the average monthly expenditure of ~~ps. The. table below .gives 

separately for-all families and for families spe~~~ o~=~::t i~:= 
Expenditure tm the Miscellaneous Ite:ms 

Items 

Barber 

Dhobi Ql.' waahing soap 

Hair oil 

Medical fees and mcdicinca •• 

Pansupari 

Bidis, cigarettes and matches 

Gudakbu for hukka 

Liquor 

Amusements 

Bangles and combs 

Postage 

Travelling to and from native piaoo 

Paymonta to dopendanta 

Trade union subscriptions 

.. ' 

.. I 
' 

··I 
··I 
.. ! 

I 

Charges for grinding corea. Is and pulses . . 

Charity 

Tmve!Ung to and from work 

Others• 

Total . ·I 

Average monthly expendi
ture for 

All families 

2 . 

Rs. a. P· 

011 9 

0 11 11 

0 2 6 

/ 0 2 9 

011 2 

1 4 1 

0 2 8 

0 b 9 

0 2 4 

0 111 

0 111 

1 0 10 

1 5 1 

0 5 6 

0 5 9 

0 3 3 

0 4 5 

1 2 1 

Jl'amilies 
spending 

3 

. Rs. a. P· 

0 11 10 

0 12 1 

0 2 7 

1 !4 3 

1 1 0 

1 8 9 

on 2 

3 0•10 

0 8 1 

0 2 1 

0 2 7 

1 6 7 

7 4 5 

0 12 11, 

0 6 0 

0 5 5 

2 311 

9 9 8 
--·-1 

' 

Percentage 
of budgeta 
on which 

the figures 
in column 3 

are based 

4 

99;00 

99•00 

96•37 

9•13 

65•82 

81•!3 . 
23•82 

20•03 

28•69 

92·73 

75•17 

74•40 

18•!0 

42•15 

94•74 

60•79 

12•22 

• InolUdes expenditure on tooth-sticks, tinning, toilet requisites, toddy, bhang or 
opium, other subscriptions, servants for lookiug after children, newspapers, flowers for 
wo1'8hip, snuif, education, luxurie-s and toys, repairs to house, gifts. etc. 

The first thing that catches the eye in the above table is that the average 
monthly family expenditure on medical fees and medicines was only 
nn113s 2 pies 9 ; that only about 9 per cent. of the families reported 
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e:q,enditure on this item in 1933--35 as compared with nearl:>: ~6 per ce;nt. 
families in 1926 ; and that the expenditure incurred by families s~nilinJl 
was Rs. 1-14-3 per month. This would appear somew_hat stran_g? m th;is 
·mosquito· infested city with its unsatisfactory housmg conditwns, m 
which during 1934-35 the death-rate was 38· 58 per thousand on the 
cenSus population of 1932. No doubt a large number of worket;~ are 
taking advantage of the medical facilities which have been made available 
to the poor in the municipal and charitable dispensaries in the city and 
also by some of the mills and the Tell.-tile Labour Association* but even 
so the decline in the expenditure on this item is difficult to understand. 

74 · 40 per cent. of the families reported expimditure on tra veiling to 
and from their native place. l'his is not surprising in view of the fact 

·that, as already pointed out, over three-fourths of the industrial popula
tion of Ahmedabad is migratory in character and the workers therefore 
incur some expenditure for making periodical trips to their villages. 
The average monthly expenditure reported on this item was Rs. 1-Q-10 
for all families and for families spending Rs. 1-6-7. 

It has been ~entioned in the discussion of the composition of tho 
family that the number of dependants living a way from the family, for 
whose maintenance the head of the family is at least partly responsible, 
is 0 · 32. About 18 per cent. of the families reported expenditure on this 
account and the monthly remittance of these families was, on an average, 
Rs. 7.-4-5. · 

A large majority of the workers live within a. radius of about a mile or 
so from their pl,.ce of work while some other workers prefer living in 
particular localiti~ along with their relatives and friends even though 
the localities may be at some distance from the places where they work. 
The latter type of 'worker• now find it convenient to use the recently 
developed bus services in the city for travelling to or from their places 
of work; but a small percentage of these workers, who ,cannot afford 
the bus fares, usually walk even three or more miles at a stretch to and 
from their place of work evert morning and evening. l'he percentage 
of families reporting expenditure on travelling to imd from the place of 
work was 12·.22 and their expenditure on this item averaged Rs. 2-3-11 
per month. · 

Nearly 66 per cent. of the families reported expenditure on pansupari. 
The average .~onthly expenditure of all families on pansupari was 
Rs. 0-11-2 while ~he average for the families spending on this item was 
Rs. 1-1-:0. Smoking also appears to be very common among the working 
classes m Ahmedabad and no fewer than 81 per. cent. of the families 
incurred expenditure on " bidis, cigarettes and matches " and about 
24 per cent. on " gu~akhu for hukka ". The monthly expenditure on 
"bidis, cigarettes and matches" and on "gudakhu" averaged Rs. 1-4-1 
and Rs. 0-2-8 respectively for all families and Rs. 1-B-9 and Rs. 0-11-2 
respectively for families reporting expenditure on the items. 

*D~ri~g 1034~ in t~m HoHpitalH nn~ Dispensaries mn.into.incd by tho Textile Lo.bour 
AsKOCJatlon, ns., pntacnts w~rc admattccl for indoor treo.tmcnt nnd oo.uns wn.a the 
":ggrl'glltc number ~f the patient do.yR. 'fhero it~ a.ccommodo.tion for 30 pa.tif'nt.R in n.ll. 
Seventy-five opern.taons wero performed o.nd thoro wcro tOn maternity CWICti. (Sec pn.go 
25 of tho Annual Report ?f the Textile L•bour Association fo! 1034.) 
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As regards e~nditure on liquor, only 20·03 per cent. of the families 
reported e~enditure on tha~ item in 1933-35 as compared with 26 · 26 
per cent. m 1926. According to the 1926 family budget enquiry 
the average ~onthly expenditure on liquor for families spending wa.~ 
~· 2-1~ while th~ p_resen~ enquiry gives a. figure of Rs. 3-{)-10. The 
informatiOn o~ this Item 1s not very reliable and no generalisation is 
therefore possible as regarda the drink habit.> of the working classes in 
Ahmedabad. · · 

Only 28 · 69 per c~nt. of the families reported e};penditure on 
a.mus~ments_-usua.lly cmema. shows-the average expenditure for families 
spending being about annas 8 per month. 

Two other items mentioned in the footnote to the above table call 
fo~ comment, namely, expenditure on education and on newspapers. 
Prunary education is free in the whole of the Municipal l?orough of. 
Ahmedabad since 1st October 1922 and the local Textile Labour Asso
~iatio~ also spent on its educa tiona! work during 1934 about Rs. 53,000 
mcluding Rs. 15,000 received from the l\Iillowners' contribution to the 
Tilak Swa.raj Fund. 11Ie newspaper reading habit i3 gradually groWing 
among the workers and the " l\Iajoor Sandesh ", the weekly organ of the 
Textile Labour Association had an average circulation of 16,500 copies 
per week during 1934. 

INDEBTEDNESS. 

During the first family budget enquiry in Alullcdabad it was not 
found possible to obtain details regarding the indebtedness of the working 
classes. It was, however, found even at that time that in spite of the 
fact that the average family was able to balance its budget and to show 
a small surplus, a large section of the "working cla.sses in that centre 
was heavily indebted, the amounts of debt varying from a few rupees 
to many times the monthly income. lbat enquiry also showed that the 
main cause of indebtedness was the social and the religious customs of 
the industrial classes. · 

During the present enquiry, special efforts were made. to obtain data. 
regarding indebtedness and these have been an~lyse_d ~n four separate 
tables. As in 1926, so also in the present enqllliy, 1t IS seen that the 
average family is not only able to balance its budget but to ~ow a surpl~ 
amounting to about 12 per cent. of the avera~e monthly mco~e. ThiS 
surplus, however, does not take into account 1tems of ?xpend1ture. such 
as interest on. debts, occasional expenditure on festivals, marrmges, 
etc. . 

Of the 1,293 families studied, 889 or 68 · 75 per cent. were indebted, 
the average indebtedness per family in debt being Rs. 322'-5--7, the a:verage 
debt for all families being Rs. 221-1o-1 and the average monthly mcome 
per family being Rs. 46-5-0. The ratio o~ indebtedne~ .to .monthly 
income for families in debt comes to 6 · 96 wh~e. for ~ll families I~ works 
out to 4 · 79 The indebtedness of indebted families w1th monthly mcomes 
'' below Rs·. 20" "Rs. 20 and below Rs .. 30" and "~s. 30 and below 
Rs. 40" works out to about 14, 10 and 8 tunes respectively the monthly 
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income. The ratio of indebtedness to monthly income would be still 
higher if some allowance is made for the reduction in the earnings of 
workers owing to the 6! per cent. cut in their wages introduced in January 
1935 when the hours of work were also reduced from 60 to 54 per week. 
The following tab!~ contains an analysis of indebtedness by income 
groups:-

Analysis of indebtedness by income groups. 

Avcrago 
indebredncss 

\Number o Number o Percent- pe~ fo.mily 

Income groups. families familiea age of for 

studied. in debt. eolumn3to 
column 2. 

Families in 
debt. 

1 2 3 " G 

Rs. a. P· 

Below Rs. 20 .. 40 30 75'00 235 11 D 
Rs. 20 and below Rs. 30 .. 20S 144 69•23 246 15 0 
Rs. 30 " 

,, Rs. 40 .. 309 207 66•99 273 11 6 
Rs. 40 " " 

Rs. 50 .. 302 203 67•22 279 10 3 
Rs. 50 " " 

Rs. 60 .. 176 132 75'00. 366 13 10 
Rs. 60 " " 

Rs. 70 .. 86 . 61 70'93 399 8 2 
Rs. 70 " " 

Rs. SO .. 71 51 71•S3 381 2 10 
Rs. SO " " 

Rs. DO .. 49 29 69•JS 555 8 3 
Rs. 90 and over .. .. 52 32 61•54 693 9 6 

1322 Total .. 1,293 SSD 
\ 

68•76 5 7 
I 

Average Ratio of indebted-

~- indebtedness ness to monthly 

' per family Average income for 

~come ~oups. for 
~onthly 
mcome. Families All All 

families. in debt. fa.milioa. 

1 6 7 8 D 

Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. 

Below Rs. 20 .. 176 12 10 17 0 0 13•83 J0•37 
Rs. 20 and below Rs. 30 .. 170 15 4 25 5 4 9•75 6•75 
Rs. 30 " " 

·Ra. 40 .. 183 5 10 33 15 8 8·o6 5•40 
Rs. 40 " " Rs.50 .. IS7 15 6 43 5 9 6•45 4•33 
Rs. 50 " " 

Rs. 60 .. 275 2 4 63 12 4 6•82 5•12 
Rs. 60 " " Ra. 70 .. 2S3 511 63 0 5 6•34 4'60 
Ra. 70 " .. Rs. 80 .. 273 12 10. 73 5 4 5•20 3•73 
Ra. 80 Ra. 90 .. 32S 12 5· 83 4 0 6•67 3•95 
RB. 90 a~d ov~~ .. • • 426 13 2 11S 8 6 5•85 3·60 

Tota\\\122\. 10 I. 
I 46 5 0 6•96 4•79 ....... '' 

I 
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Contrary to expectations it is seen that so far as families in debt are 
concerned, indebtedness increases progressively witb the increase in the 
income and although in the first three income groups the ratio of indebted
ness to monthly income for families in debt is somewhat higher, this · 
mtio remains almost steady in tbe other income groups which seems to 
suggest that the extent of indebtedness is not very much affected by the 
increase or decrease in the regular income of the industrial classes. The 
following table compares the extent of working class indebtedness in 
Bombay with that in Ahmedabad as revealed by the results of the latest 
family budget enquiries conducted at these centres =-:-

Average 
Average monthly income of indebtedness 

\ 
& working class family in per indebted 

Income groupo. family in 

Bombay.* Ahmedabad. Bombay.* 

I Rs. a. P· Rs. &. p: Rs. •• P• 
Below Rs. 20 .. }25 a ·8{ 17 0 9 } 122 1 10 ;. 

Rs. 20 and below Rs. 30 .. 25 5 4 ' 
Rs. 30 " " 

Rs.40 .. 34 3 3 33 15 8· 136 6 6 
Rs. 40 " u Rs. 50 .. 43 4 3 43 5 9 !53 1 1 
Rs. 50 " 

Rs. 60 .. 53 3 5 53 12 4 173 0 8 
Rs. 60 !' Rs. 70 . 63 1 8 63 0 5 216 6 6 

" " 
.. 

Rs. 70 Rs. 80 ... 73 3 4· 73 5 4 283 12 6 
" " 82 15 8 83 4 0 281· 4 10 Rs. 80 Rs. 90 .. 
" .. 

114 9 4 118 8 6 295 5 0 Rs. 90 and over .. .. 

Tot&! ··I 50 1 7 46 5 0 174 9 2 

Average Ratio of indebtedness to 
indebtedness monthly income for indebted 
per indebted families in 

Income groups. family in 

Ahmedabad. Bombay.* · Ahmedabad. 

- . Rs. &. P· 

Bolow Rs.·20 .. 235 11 9 
}4-84 I 13•83 

Rs. · 20 and below Rs. 30 .. 246 15 0 . 9•75 

Rs. 30 Rs. 40 .. 273 11 6 3·99 8•06 

"· " 279 10 3 3•54 6·45 
Rs. 40 " " 

Rs' 50 .. 
366 !3'10 3•25 6•82 

Rs. 50 Rs. 60 .. 
" " 399 8 2 3•43 6•34 

Rs. 60 Rs. 70 .. 
" " 381 2 10 3·88 5•20 

Rs. 70 Be. 80 .. 
" " 555 8 3 3·39 6•67 

Rs. 80 Rs. 90 .. 
" " 693 9 6 2•58 5 85 . 

Ra. 90 and ovor .. .. . I 

·Total .. 322 5 7 3•48 6•96 

· •See pogo 31 of tho Report on an enquiry 
in Bombay City, !032-33 (Published in 1935). 

into working oloss family budgete 

!<O·U Bk R 20--4 
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The above figures show that in the matter of indebtedness, the Ahmed· 
a bad worker is definitelv wor8e off than his confrere in Bombay. Though 
75 per cent. of the working class families in Bombay are indebted a.~ 
compared with 69 per cent. families in Ahmedabad, the average debt· 
for indebted families and for all families works out to about Rs. 115 
and Rs. 130 respectively for Bombay as against Rs. 322 and Rs. 222 
respectively for Ahmedabad. Considered in rela.tion to the monthly 
income, the indebted family's liability in Ahmedabad is nearly twice 
a.s much as that of the indebted family in Bombay. The figures in the 
previous table become far more revealing when they are read in the light 
of the figures given in the following table which analyses the ca.UBed of 
indebtedness. It will be seen that in no· fewer than 32·16 per cent. 
or nearly one-third of the cases, the cause of indebtedness was marriage. 
It is understood that in Gujara.t the celebration of a. marriage in a. parti
cula.rly expensive affair because of the system of paying a. purchase 

·price for the bride which in some cases amounts to a. fairly big sum and 
a substantial portion of which is usually spent on the dinners and other 
festivities connected with the marriage. The next two most important 
causes of indebtedness relating to 17·62 per cent. and 17"28 pQr cent., 
cases respectively are sickness a.nd unemployment. Although sickness 
and unemployment are reported to be the causes of indebtedness in such· 
a. la.rge percentage of cases they are really not so important when it is 
seen that th~ir actual effect on the .monetary resources of the families 
studied are comparatively insignificant. 

' . 

Causes of Indebtedness. 

Ca. uses. 

Mo.iTio.ges .• 
House-building or repairs 
Old outstanding debts .• 
Funerals 
Sickness .. 
UnemploYment 
Caste dinner 
Ordinary wants 
BusinC88 .. 
Agriculture , . 
Surety fur others 
Anniversaries 
Others 

Total •. 

* (1) In 644 CI18C8 ono ca.uae wae shown. 
(2) In 215 cu.eea, two causes were shown 
(3) In 26 CUI!ca three ca.uscs were shown', 
(4) In 3 08.8CIJ four ca.nl!ca wero shown 
(6) In l case five causca wcro shoWllt · 

Number 
of 

insto.ncca, 

376 
68 
26 
78 

206 
202 

18 
87 
8 
9 
9 

13 
70 

1,160• 

Peroentago 
to 

total. 

32•16 
4•06 
2•23 
6•67 

17•62 
17•28 
1•64 

I 7•44 
0•69 
o·77 
o·77 
1•1l 
6•76 

100"00 



The total amount of debt of families covered by the enquir}r comes 
toRs. 2,86,569 of which-about Rs. 1,47,660 or 51·53 per cent. had been 
incurred for purposes of marriage. "Funerals, caste dinners and anni
versaries", "sickness and unemployment" and "old outstanding debts" 
accounted for 10·64, 10·64 and 6·75 per cent. respectively of the total 
indebtedness while the remaining debt was reported to have been incurred 
on account of house-building or repairs, day-to-day expenses, business, 
agriculture, standing surety for others and such other causes. The 
table below which gives the details regarding the extent of indebtedness 
by causes shows that out of the average debt of about Rs. 222 for all 
families, Rs. 114 was attributed to expenditure incurred on marriages 
while expenses connected with " sickness and unemployment " and 
" funerals, caste dinners and anniversaries " were responsible for 
indebtedness to the extent of nearly Rs. 24 each. 

Extent of Indehtedness by_ Causes. 

Amount of Average for Average for 
• Causes. debt. all families families in 

(1,293). debt (889). 

I 
. 

Rs. Rs. •• P· Rs. a . P· 

Marriages .. 1,47,660. 114 3 3 166 1 7 .. .. 
-26,395 20 6 7 29 11 1 House-building or repnirs .. .. 
19,340 14 15 4 21 12 1 Old outatanding debta .. .. 

Funerals .. 18,992 t 14 11 0 21 5 10 .. 
18,674 f 14 7· 1 21 0 1 Siol..~ess .. .. 
11,820 9 2 3 13 4 9 Unemployment .. 
8,150 6 4 10 9 2 8 Ca.ste dinner .. .. 

Ordinary wantB 
. 7,713 5 15 5 8 10 10 ,. . 5,261 4 1 1 5 14 8 Business . .. .. 

4,600 3 811 5 2 8 Agriculturo •. ; .. 
4,119 3 8 0 4 10 2 Surety for others .. 
3,360 2 9 7 . 3 12 6 Anniversaries .. 

"10,485 8 1 9 11 12 8 
Others II .. .. 

Total .. 2,86,569 221 10 1 322 5 "7 

case Rs. 1 900 for • · · 1 d R . 2 000 for marrmge and build.iJ?g m one . , . , 
This me u ea s. ' Rs 1 600 for marriage and caste dinner m two case~~, 

mo.rringe and funer~l m tw~ 0!"8;:_~ in iwo cases, Rs. 700 for maniage and unemploy .. . 
Rs. 1.~00 for marRrJage70nOnf Bl~n.rriage fWieraJ and caste dinner in one case. 
ment m one case, s. or ' L.- 1 

t This includes Rs. 1,446 for. sickness and funeml in 13 cases and Rs. 650 for LWlera . 

and anniversaries in two roses. . · · f 
f · kness n.nd unemployment m 94 cases, Rs. 400 or 

. t This inolud~ Rs .. 7,4-23 9r 810 .Rs. 350 for sickness and insufficien\income in tl\•o 
tnc'kness and deln·.cry m threod "cahses~" in one case and Ra. 100 forsioknesa, unemployment 
cn.scs, Rs.l60fou1oknC8811D c au• • 

o.n~ o~~ry wants in o~~~n;:~ ~nemployment and insufficient income in one o~_e and 
§ Th1s mcludcs Rs. 't urcho.ses in -one case. · 

Rs. 60 for unemplo;ymont and oredi t p f arrears to FhopkeApers._ delivery, festiv~lfl, 
11 This includes_ debts . on 8fC?u0

8 
ce~mODies,litigation, fino imposed by commumty, 

breaking marriage, educa!-ion, re lgt~u W . 
trips to villages for findmg out Wife, e ' · 

l!O·U Dl< R 2o-4a 
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In a very large majority or 83· 35 per cent. of the ca~s. the sec~ty 
furnished was "personal". The other kinds of se?unt1es ~ed 
were landed property, pawning of ornaments, pass~g of pro~ssory 
notes, furnishing sureties, etc. In a few ca~s no secunty was fumtsh~d. 
The following tsble contains details regarding the nature of the securtty 
furnished by families in debt. 

\ 

Nature of Security fumished by Families in Debt. 

Natural families. Households. Per· . - ocntago 
Nature of security. TotaL to 

totaL 
Textile I Oth \ Textile Others., . · , 
workem. em. \ workem. 

' --·--i-

; 

\ Personal .. .. 360 63 266 42 731 sa·a;; 
•. 

Landed propertr .' • .. 22 1 I 24 8 I. 
55 u·27 

I 
Orna.menta .. .. 16 1 10 2 

' 
29 a·al 

Promissory note .. .. 1 2 10 .. I 13 1·48' 

Sureties .. .. ·a 2 2 .. I 7' o·so 

No security .. .. 21 1 20 .. I 42 4•70 - i 

---I -
Total .. 423 70 332 52 I 877•1100'00 

•Exclndes 12 """"" in which informatio~ regarding tho nature of security woa not , 
• available. · 

The rates of interest on loans showed considerable variations and iii the 
majority of cases varied from 12 to 25 per cent. Rates of 37! per cent. 
to 75 per cent: were also reported in not a few cases and sometimes 
the rates reported were as high as 150 per cent. per annum. Nor were 
the rates charged on "loans against sound securities necessarily lower 

·and there were cases in which rates of 37! per cent. per annum were 
charged against the security of ornaments. Loans taken from the bania 
who deducts one year's interest in advance and takes an agreement that 
the amount should be repaid in instalments within a year cost the worker 
a much high'tlr rate than the apparent rate. 

The problem of industrial indebtedness has been discussed at great 
length in Chapter XIII of the Report of the Royal Commission on Indian 
Labour 'fhich was published in 1931. A number of Indebtedness Acts 
ha;ve alw.been re~~tly passed by the Central and Provincial Legislatures 
'\VIth a VJew to gJVJDg greater measure of protection to honest debtors 



against money-lenders and decree-holders. The eeonomic side of the 
problem has, however, not yet received the attention that it should. 

'Much misunde~standing about the economics of the small-loan business 
is often caused by the usual comparison of the money-lenders' rates 
with those charged by hanks, although there is very little in common 
between the two, as banks usually give large fJT'edits against sound security 
to people who are credit-worthy and the closing of many of their trans
actions therefore becomes merely a matter of form-in contrast to which 
every unsecured small-loan cash transaction of the money-lender presents 
an individual collection problem. Another aspect of the small-loan 
business is that while in the case of other businesses, the return on the 
investment generally increases in proportion to the turnover, a· large 
number of clients in a small:loan business only increases the cost of a 
lender. 

At present, only one cotton mill in Ahmedabad has provided a co
operative credit society for its workers .. And although the need for 
such societies is all the greater in the case of the Al!medabad workers 
who are heavily indebted, Ahmedabad is still somehow lagging behind 
the other industrial centres in the Presidency in the matter .of adequate 
co-operative credit facilities for its working classes. The Payment of 
Wages Act, 1936, permits deductions for payments to c~-operative 
societies approved by the Local Government and the deduct10~ ~f the 
instalments of loans at the paydesk should enable such SOCieties to 
charge a low rate of interest by reducing the possibility of bad debts 
to a minimum. 
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TilLE No. 1. 

M olllhly E"'P"ndilu,.. on Educali<m and 0.. Number of Ohildren alkn4ing School 
:per Family • 

• r 

Average number per 
family of 

Average 
monthly: Income groups 

Children of Children expenditure 

~~iOhool- attending oneducatio n 
going age school 

. 

• . Rs. a. P• 

: 
Below Rs. 20 .. .. 0·38 O·J3 0 0 3 

Rs. 20 and below Rs. 30 .. .. 0·36 0·14 0 0 7 

Rs. 30 Ra.40 • 0·41 0·15 0 0 8 .. " 
.. .. , 

Ra.40 .. .. Rs.50 .. .. 0•50 0·20 0 1 1 

Ra.50 .. .. Rs.60 .. .. . 0•58 0·31 0 1 7 

Ra. 60 .. .. Ra. 70 .. .. 0·76 0·31 0 1 9 

Rs. 70 Ra.80 .. ... 0•57 0·23 0 5 2' .. .. 
Ra.SO Ra.90 .. . .. 0·51 0•24 0 2 8 .. " ' 0•44 0 5 .2 Rs. 00 and over .. .. .. 0•54 

" 

All incomes .. 0•48 0·21 0 I 5 

' 
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TABLE No.2. 

Agu and Earnings of He4ds of Familiu. 
-

. 
Age . Age Age Age Age 50 Earnings of the head of the. between between between Total family below 20and 30and 40and and 
20 30 40 50 above 

• . 

Below Rs. 20 .. .. 14. 69 42 20 11 165 
• 

Rs. 20 and below Rs. 25 .. 6 71 51 28 10 166 

I -
Rs.25 .. .. Rs.30 . . 10 109 97 40" I 12 268 

. 
Rs.30 .. .. Rs.35 .. I 79 56 30 7 173 

Rs.35 .. " 
Rs.40 .. .. 55 55 19 3 132 

Rs.40 .. .. Rs.45 .. . . 81 77 35 4 lUi 

Rs.45 .. " 
&.50 .. ' . . 24. 34 9 2 6U 

&.50 
" .. Rs. 55 .. .. 20 19 10 2 51 

Rs.55 
" .. Rs. 60 .. .. 2 2 2 . . 6 • 

Rs.60 .. .. Rs. 65 .. . . 5 9 8 3 25 

Rs.65 .. .. Rs. 70 .. . . 1 1 1 .. 3 

Rs. 70 .. .. Rs. 75 .. . . 3 .2 4 . . 9 

Rs. 75· , Rs. 80 . 
2 3 5 " .. .. .. . . 

Rs. 80 Rs. 85 . 
3 3 .. .. .. . . . . -.. .. 

.Rs. 85 .. " Rs.90 . .. .. . . . . . . .. . . 
Ra. 00 and ovc1· .. .. .. 4 8 5 4 21 

Totn.l .. . 31 523 455 226 "58 1,203 

. ---- --) 

' 
Percentage to tot&l •• 2•39 40·45 35·19 17·48 4·49 100·00 

I 



. TADLE ·No. 3. 

Olauijicatitm of Familiu by Earning Blrt111Jih ami Nt~mbel' of DeperutonJa. - -
I . 

: Number of earners. .. ' 
. Number of · . 

dependanta I Total 
of all agos One Tw~. Tbrse Fonr Five S;i I 

• . 
' I ---~ 

I 
I . • I 

. 
Nil. - 58 16 4 . . .. 76 

"I .. 
1 . ... 197. 121 23 5 .. J . .. 346 .. . I • 
2 .. ~ .. 197 101 26 .. 1 ! .. 324 

3' 145 82 13 5 I 245 .. .. . .. .. 
' 

4 I 98 39 15 .3 1 .. 156 .. .. 
' 

. . 
5 ,41 30 12 l .. 1 85 . . 
6 I 16 14 3 .. .. I ... 33 .. .. 

r 21 7 .. .. 10, 7 3 1 .. .. 
' ' 4 

8 .. ... .. 2 2 .. .. .. 
' 

. ...I 

1· 9 1 .. .. .. .. .. .. 
11 1 .. .. . 1 

. .. .. .. .. 
13 ..I 1 .. .. 1 .. ... . .. .. 

I 

' I 

I 
1.15 19 2 1 1,293 

Total .. , .. 704 "!62 . 
' . . 



TABLI! 

Frequmcr dillribulitm of monlhly ...,...;ngo of oollon 

. I 
Siders. Doflors. I 

~ Monthly earnings of workers. 

M. M • F. M. F. 
• • 

' 
B<!lowRs.10 1 3 2 1 i .. .. .. .. 

1 
. 

Rs. 10 and below Rs. 16 ... .. 6 1 .. 1 2 
' .. 16 .. .. .. 20 .. - .. 6 2 3 83 27 I .. 20 .. .. .. 26 .. .. 17 15 3 3 1 I 
I 

" 26 " .. .. 30 .. .. 11 171 38 2 2 

I " 30 " .. " 
36. .. .. 79 7 ·1 1 .. 

- .. I 
" 35 .. .. .. 40 .. .. 122 2 .. .. .. ! 
" 40 .. .. .. 45 .. .. 184 5 .. .. .. .. 46 .. .. .. 50 .. .. 44 ··-· 1 .. .. 

60 56 - 25 .. .. .. " .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 55 .. .. .. 60 .. .. 1 .. .. .. .. 
I .. 60 .. .. .. 65 .. .. 6 .. .. .. .. 

" 65 .. .. .. 70 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. I 
I 

70 75 ' .. " "· .. .. .. 1 I .. .. .. .. ' I 
" 75 .. .. .. 80 .. .. .. ..... .. I .. .. 
" 80 " " .. 86. .. .. .. .. .. ' .. .. 
" 

85 .. .. " DO .. .. .. ,. .. .. .. 
" DO andover .. .. .. ., ... • .. .. . -

----
' Total .. 601 206 46 02 33 . 

M•Malea. 
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No.4. 

Winders. Frame tenters. Jobbers and Bigareee and. 
Mukadoma. coolies • 

. 
M. F. M. F. 

/ 
M. F. M. F. 

I .. 4 .. .. .. .. 2 1 

16 64 .. .. .. .. 1 .. 
12 26 I 1 5 4 .. .. 

I 
.. 

4 1 11 .. .. .. 28 .. 
1 .. 39 2 .. 1 9 .. 

' . ' .. . . 21 2 4 .. 4 .. 
I . 

• 3 10 .. .. .. .. .. .. 
• .. .. .. .. 7 .. .. .. 

. 

.. .. .. .. 6 .. .. .. 
; ' I .. .. .. 6 .. . . .. 
.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 
.. .. .. .. 7 .. .. .. 

.. .. .. .. 1 .. .. .. 

.. 
I 

.. .. .. 4 .. .. .. 

.. .. .. 2 .. .. .. .. I 

' I ·2 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. I 
.. .. .. .. • .. .. 

I .. .. 
.. .. .. 20 .. .. .. I· .. . 

I, 

' 

I 
1 ' 40 6 I 32 ·so 74 4 69 

. I 
F- Females.· 
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TADLE 

. Reelers. Oiler• . Bo.sketmcn and 
toplawa!IIU<. 

IIonthly earnings of workers. -
- M. F. M. M. F. 

• 

. 
lelowRs.10 .. .. .. 3 .. .. .. . 
ts.. 10 and below Rs. 15 .. .. 7 16 .. .. .. 
" 15 " .. " 20. .. .. 2 1 .. 2 .. 
" 20 

" .. .. 25 .. .. 4 I 1 3 17 1 

.. 25 .. .. " 30 . . .. .. ! .. 7 4 .. 
" 30 .. .. " 35 .. "I .. 

I .. 21 2 

I 
.. 

.. 35 .. " " 40 .. .. .. .. 2 .. .. I 

" 40 " .. " 45 .. .. .. I .. • • 1 .. .. 
I • 45 

" " 50 .. ' !' " .. .. 

I 
.. .. .. .. 

" 50 " " " 55 .. .. .. .. .. . . .. 
I I 

" 55 " " " 60 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 
" 60 " " .. 65 .. .. .. I .. .. .. .. 

' 
" 65 .. " " 70 .. .. . .. I .. .. .. .. 
,' 70 .. .. " 75 .. .. .. I .. .. I .. .. 
" 75 ... .. " 80 .. .. .. I .. .. I I .. .. 
" 80 .. .. " 85 .. .. .. I .. ,. .. .. 
" 85 .. .. " 90 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 

90 andover .. I 
" .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 

' 

. Total .. 13 21 34 25 1 
. I i . 

M-= Males. 



No. 4--<:tmld. · . 
-! -. ' 

Sizcrs.IWarpers .Folders. Others. All workers. 

' 
Percent .. 
age to 

M. I 
total. 

~r. M. M. F. M. F. total. -. 
' .. . . . . 2 6 10 14 24 1·50 

.. . . 
I 

. . 3 10 33 82 115 7•19 
-

. . . . 2 25 13 140 74 214 13•38 . 

4 -.. 3 40 2 158 9 167 10·44 

6 .. 9 53 o' 311 49 360• 22·62 
. 
2 8 3, 21 .. 173 3 176 11•01 

r 

.. 1 2 9 .. is1 . . 161 9·44 

3 3. 1 16 .. 220 .. 220 13•76 

# I 2 3 i 
.. 7 .. 61 l 62 3·88 . 

4 4 I .. 8 .. 47 .. 47 2·94 

1 1 .. 2 ... 5 . . 
I 

5 0·31 

1 .2 .. 6 .. 20 .. .20 1·25 

. . .. I ... 3 . . 4 . . 4 0·25 

. . . . I . . 4 .. 9 .. 9 0·56 

.. .. .. 1 ... . 3 .. 3 0·19 

.. .. .. .. 2 .. 2 0·13 

I ·; . 
.. .. . . .. I . . .. . . ... ... 

I .. .. I .. . . .. 20 .. I .20 1•25 
I • -I ' --

.22 • 22 j 20 208 36 1,367 232 ,1,599 100•00 

I' ' 
.,, c:: ,Females. 
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T.AliLll 

Fnquency Di•tribution of Monthly Earning• of Workero (other than 

Monthly earnings of workers. 

. 

Below Rs.lO . . .. . . 
Rs. 10 nnd below Rs. 15 .. .. 
Rs.l5 

" .. Rs.20 .. .. 
Rs.20 

" • .. Rs.25 .. .. 
Rs.25 

" " Rs.30 .. . . 
Rs.30 .. " Rs.35 .. .. 
Rs.35 

" , Rs.40 .. .. 
Rs.40 

" " Rs. 45 .. .. 
Rs. 45 .. " Rs.50 .. .. 
Rs. 50 · , 

" Rs.55 .. .. 
Rs.55 .. .. Rs.60 .. .. 
Rs.60 .. " Rs. 65 .. . . 
Rs, 65 .. .. Rs.70 .. . . 
Rs. 70 .. .. Rs.75 .. . . . 

--Rs. 75 .. .. Rs.8o' .. . . 
Rs. 80 .. , Rs. 85 .. .. 
Rs. 85 .. " Rs.90 . . . . 
Rs. 90 and over .. .. .. 
Imperfectly specified .. .. .. 

Total_ .. 

Municipality Railwayo 

. 
I M • F. M. {· 

2 .. . . . . 
2 2 3 1 

31 12 6 .. 
2 .. 8 . . 
I· ' 2 .. . . 
1 . . 4 . . 

.. .. . . . . 

. . .. 1 .. 

.. .. . . . . 
3 .. . . . . 

. . .. . . .. 
' 

. . . . . ... .. 

. . .. 1 . . 

. . .. . . .. 
1 .. . . . . 

\ . . .. .. . . 
. . .. .. . . 
.. .. 1 . . 
.. .. .. .. 

--~--

43 

I 
14 ' 26 1 

. 
• IncludcR a case m wh1cb a oombmed. 
tIn this oo.se ihe ea~er ge1s 2 seers of 

:M ~Males. 
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No.5. 

Tulile Workera) by Bu and Om• of E•tabliBhmenl. 

Servants Motor.lorry and 
in shops bus drivers. 

-
M. F. M. 

I7 4 .. 
IO .2 .. 
I3 I 3 

11 . . 6 

8 .. 3 

2 ... 3 

I .. 2 

2 . . 2 

. . . . 3 

. ,. .. I 

.. . . I 

. . . . I 

.. . . .. 

.. .. .. 

.. .. .. 

.. . . . . 

.. .. . . 

.. .. .. 

.. .. .. 

64 7 25 

figure for two earners IS pven. 

mixed corn per day. 
F- Females • 

.. O·Pl Dk ~ 20-6 

F. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

. . 
. .. 
. . 
.. 
. . 
. . 
. . 
.. 
. . 
. . 
. . 
.. 

I . . 
.. 
.. 
.. 
--

.. 
• 

Others 

Ill. F. 

I4 49 

11 28 

29 I4 

27 3 

23 

26 . . 
IO .. 
6 . . 
8 . . 
3 

I .. 
-
3 .. 
.. . . 
.. . . 
4 . . 
I ... . 
.. . . 
.. . . 
.. 2• 

--
I66 96 

Imperlectly Percent specified 
Total age 

to 

Ill. F •. 
total 

.. 2 88 I9·73 

.. .. 59 I3·23 

I .. 110 24•66 

.. .. 57 '12•78 

. . . . 37 8•30 

. . .. 36 8•07 

. . .. I3 . 2·92 

.. .. 11 2·47 

.. .. 11 2•47 

.. .. 7 I·57 

. . .. 2 0·45 

.. .. 4 0•90 

. . .. I 0·22 

. . .. . . . . 

. . .. 5 I·I2 

.. I 0·22 . . 
. . .. . . . . 
. . .. • I o·22 

.. It 3 0•67 

I 3 446 IOO·OO 
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·TA.BLB 

A...-age Monthly]...,.. of Familiu of OoUon Mill W orl:tra 

Natural 

I 

Incom.e groups 
Te:r:tile 

' 

~umber 
of ·Income 

bud\! eta 

Ra. a. P· 

BelowRa. 20 .. . . . . .. 14 17 4 6 . 
Rs. 20 and below ,Ra. 30 .. .. . . .. Ill 25 7 2 

Ra.30 
" " 

·Ra,40 .. .. .. .. 166 84 1 11 

Ra.40 
" " Ra.50 .. .. .. .. 172 43 5 1 

·. . Ra.50 " .. Ra.60 .. .. .. .. 76 53 10 2 

Ra.60 ... . .. Rs.70 ·· .. .. . .. . . 26 62 2 7 . . 

Rs. 70 .. " 
Rs.80 .. - .. .. 15 71 12 11 

Rs, 80 
~· 

... Ra.90 .. ' .. .. - 4 84 5 3 

Ra. 90 and over 1 .. .. .. .. l!i ,108 7 4 

Total 
' 

.. 594:· 41 0 .6 
.. 
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No.6 • 

. and of other Worm• by ln<ome Group~. 

families · Households All families 

(It hers Textile Others. 

' 
Number 

Number !Number I Number ' of Income 
of Income 

of I Income of Income budgets 

budgets budgets budgets 
- . . 

IRs. a. P• Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. 
' 

Rs. a. p. 

13. 16 12 6 9 17 15 5 4 15 0 0 \W 17 0 9' 

38 25 3 9 47. 25 2 ·9 12 '26 2 10 208 26 5 4 

53 32 .9 8 67 34 14 0 2.3 .33 8 8 309 33 16 8 

22 " ' 1 93 43 4 ' 15 43 1 ' 302 43 5 9 . 
8 53 0 6 83 54 0 4 9 53 411 176 53 '12 4 

5 61 8 0 51 ' 63 9 ·s 4 63 3 .o 86 63 0 5 

3 73 5 4 
,, 
48 73 13 7 5 73 0 0 71 73 5 4 

3 83 1 4 38 83 3 8 4 82 8 0 49 83 4 0 

.. . . 40 119 5 
1 I 2 153 2. 0 52 118 8 6 

-
.I I 

145 35 0 6 476. 56 ·8 8 78 45 0 9 1,293 46 5 0 

~·m Bk R 20-64 
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TABLE No, 7 • 

.A.uerage Monlhly Inromt and EJ:]>enditure of Famliea of Tulile Workers by 
/1lW1Tie Groups. 

Natural families. HouseholdR. 

Average monthly. 
Averago 

Income groups monthly. 

Income . Expenditure.* Income. 

• 
Rs .... p. Rs.a. p. Rs.a. P· 

Below &. 20 .• .. .. 17 4 6 23 13 9 17 15 5 
RB. 20 and below RB. 30 •• .. 25 7 2 25 10 9 25 2 0 

30 40 .. .. 34 111 32 9 5 34 14 0 
" " " " 43· 5 1 39 3 0 43 4 4 40 50 .. .. ' " " " " 53 10.2 43 15 9 M 0 4 
" 50 " " " 

60 •• .. 
60 " " 

70 .. .. 62 2 7 51 3 10 63 9 8 
" " 70 " " 80 .. .. 71 12 11 56 0 7 73 13 7 
" " 80 90 .. ... 84 5 3 65 2 7 83 3 8 
" 90 a.~d OV~;, , " 108 7 4 74 2 6 110 5 1 
" 

.. .. 

'· 
All incomos .. 41 0 6 36 12 7 56 8 8 

I 
I I 

I 
I 

l(oueeholds All fe.miUes of textile workem. -<ontd. . 
Average 

Income groups monthly Average monthly. 
-oomd. 

Expenditure.* Income. Expenditure.* 

RB. a. p. RB. a. p. RB. a. p. 

Below RB. 20 .. .. .. 20 14 1 17 8 10 22 11 1 
RB. 20 and below RB. ·30 .• .. 27 4 10 25 5 10 26 2 6, 

" 
30 

" " " 40 .. .. 36 { 11 34 5 5 33 u 8 

" 
40 .. .. .. 50 .. . . 40 1 3 43 4 10 30 11 6 .. 60 .. .. .. 60 .. .. 44 14 0 53 13 5 44 7 2 

" 
60 .. .. " 

70 .. .. 53 0 4 63 Ill 52 6 8 

" 
70 .. .. , '80 .. 50,12 8 73 5 10 58 14 4 .. 80 " " 90 .. " 65 6 4 83 5 4 65 6 0 .. 90 and ov~; .. .. .. 89 4 0 117 2. 4 86 3 8 

' 

. 
All incomes ... 48 6 1 47 14 11 41 15 2 

• Relatmg only to th?'JO. !tems of monthlY: faDUly oxpond1tUro wh1oh were moludcd 1D 
the budgets and excluding mstalmenta ~nd 1qterost paid on account of loo.ns oocaaional 

-expenditure on festivals, marriages, eto, · ' 
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1 TABLE No. Ss 
~ 

Gompar~n of. the Group f'ercentage ExpendUure asurtained duri7UJ the preaeni 
c11qu1ry walh l/UJ.t of samilar enquiries wnduded by the Labour Office. 

i 
Percentage i expendituro 

on 

\Vorking cln.ss family budget enquiries. Date of Number 

enquiry. of I . 
bndgeta. 

Food. Fuel and 
lighting . 

. 
I. ThQ fin~t Bombay enq~iry • 00 1921-22 2,473 56•32 7•29 
2. Th(' Sholapur enquiry • 00 1925 00 1,055 

{i) Sholn.pur proper 00 00 00 902 52•76 10'28 
(ii)•Criminnl Tribes Settlcoi.ent .. .. !53 56•94 11'72 

3. Tho first Ahmedabad enquiry •. 1926 .. 872 57•90 7'04 
4. Tho Bombay enquiry (Cotton Mill 1930 85 57'11 7'12 

6. 
opomtives). 

Tho Born bay . Su burbnn District 1932 .. 185 49'86 6'16 

6, 
enquiry (1\Iatch -Factory workers). 

The second Rombny enquiry .. 1932-33 1,469 46•60 7•11 
7. Tho Rccond Ahmedabad enquiry 1933-35 1,2!13 49'31 6'65 

{the present enquiry). 

-
Percentage expenditure on-conld. 

\Vorldng clo.ss family budget enquiries. Bedding 
Clothing, and 

foot- house- House Miscel- Totalf wear, hold rent. laneoust 
otc. peccs-

saries. 
---

I. Tho fimt Bombay enquiry • .. 8'40 2•26 7•67 18•06 100•00 
2. Tho Sholapur enquiry • .. 

(i) Sholopnr proper •. .. 12•70 J·os 6•72 16·46 roo·oo 
{ii) Criminal Tribes-Settlement .. 12•08 1'11 2·»2 15•63 100·00 

3. 'l'hc first Ahmedabad enquiry .. 9•45 J·I6 11•74 12'71 100'00 
4. Tho Bombn.y enquiry (Cotton 1\Iill 7•33 3•14 10•68 14•72t 1oo·oot 

oporntivcs). 
5. 'l'ho Bombay Suburban District 10•07 0·31 11•39 22•21 10o·oo 

enquiry (Match Footory workers). 
II. Tho Rocofid Bombay enquiry .. 7•75 0·13 12'81 25'60 100·00 
7. Tho Rocond Ahmodabnd enquiry 0•12 0•37 10•97 23•58 100•00 

(the present enquiry). 

.. • The figures relating to those enqmnes are not tlte same as those giVen. m the l"CRJlCC· 
tjVe roports. Adjustments hn.ve boon made to make the figures compa.rnble, 

t ~~xcludes expenditure On "interest on debts". 
:J: l~xoludos· remittances to dopcnda~ts also. 

I 
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TAliLB No. 9. 

Oom.parisoil of Gr<YUp l'ercenlage E"Penditure asurlaoned duri"!l I~ Pre&enl 
Enpmy with tliat of. Similar E11iJU_irie& conducted by cerlal!> 

· other CountnPB. 

Percentage expenditure on 

' 
Country. Date of Number of 

enquiry. budgets. 

Food. Heating and 
lighting. 

• 

. 
Finland .. .. 1920-21 .. 437 '62·5 4•9 
Irish Free State (1) .. 1922 .. 308 57•1 7•0 Netberl&nds .. .. 1923 .. 80 43·4. 6·3 Sweden* .. .. 1923 .. 747 ~·7 4•3 
Switzerland (Ba.<lle) . . 1923 .. 18 49·5 6•9 Estonia. .. .. 1925 .. 283-322. 57·9· . ... California. (San Francisco, June and 98 38•0 .... Eaat Bay Region). July 1925. 
Hamburg .. .. 1925 .. 26 47•7(4) 3·8 Do. .. .. 1926 .. 26 45•6(4) 4•0 China .. .. 1921>-27, .. 48 72·2 11•3 Japan* .. .. 1921>-27 ., 3,210 38•8(7) 4"5 Hamburg .. .. 1927 .. 26 43•3(4) 3·8 Czechoslova.kia. .. .. 1927-28 , .. 79 ·55•6 4•9 Germany .. .. 1927-28 .. 896 46•3 3•7 Norway .. .. 1927-28 .. 135 44·3 4•8 Poland .. . . 1927-29 .. 192 63·2 4•6 Russia .. .. 1928 .. .... 49·2 5•1 Hamburg .. . . 1928 .. 26 '42•1(4) 3•8 Belgium · .. .. 1928-29 .. 809 58•2 4·9 United Statee .. .. .1929 .. 100 33·4 iJ•O Hamburg .. .. 1929 .. 26 42•7(4) . 4•0 ·China (Shanghai) .. 1929-30 .. 305 57•4(7) 6•4 Czechoslovakia .• .. 1929-30 .. 262 56·6 5·7 England (Merscyaide) 1929-31 

, 
332 47•8 9•3 .. .. 

Japan* .. .. 1031-32 .. 992 33•8(7) 4•4 Do. * .. .. 1932-33 .. 1,068 33•9(7) 4•3 Sweden* .. .. 1933 .. . 610 35•9 4•0 Latin America (Argen~ina.) .. October 1933 106 59·9t 4'5 Japan* .. .. 1933-34 .. 1;083 · ·34·1 4'6, Latin America (Brazil) .. April and 88 47•7(13) 2•8 Junel034. 
·Latin America (Mexico) .. July and 281 56•4 9•5 . &ptember - 1934. 
India (Ahmedabad City) ·1933-35. 1,293 49•3 

.. 
6•6 .. .. 

I 

I 
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·TABLII No. ~ontd. 

Comparison of Group Peruntage E:ependitv.re ascertained during the Present 
Enquiry with that of' Similar Enquiries conducted by certain 

other Countriu-contd. 

Percentage ex~nditure on-wntd. 

Country. Bedding TotaL 

Clothing. 
and Housing. Miscel· 

household laneous. · 
neccssa.ries. 

--· 

Finland. .. 15"6 6"4 10"6 100·0 

Irish Free State "(i) 
. . 

.. 17"5 .. 5•4 13"0 100·0 

Netherlands .. .. 9•3 .. 17•5 23"5 100·0 

Sweden• .. 13"9 .. 13•9 25"2 100·0 

Switzerland (B..;I~) .. 10·8 .. 16•3 16"5 100·0 

Estonia .. .. 18"2 .. 14•3(2) 9"6 100·0 

California (San Francisco, 11·2 3"6 24•9(3) 22•4 100·0 

East Bay Region). 
Hamburg .. .. 13"1(5) .. u·4(6J 24"0 100·0 

Do. .. .. u·1(5J 12•3(6) 27"0 '100·0 

China .. .. 6·8 .. s·o 1"7 100·0 

Japan• .. .. 12"7 .. 15"4 28"6 IOO·O 

Hamburg .. .. ll"5(5) .. 14"3(6) 27'1 100·0 

Czechoslovnkia .. .. 13"0 .. 7"0 19"5 100·0 

Germany· .. .. 13"0 .. 14•2 22"8 ·100·0 

Non"o.y .. .. 13"6 .. 14"4 22•9 100·0 

Poland .. .. 12"9(8) .. 6•6 12'7 100·0 

Russin. .. .. 20"2 .. io·4 15"1 100·0 

Hamburg .. .. 11"9(5) .. 14•8(6) 27"4 1oo·o 

Belgium .. .. 15"4(5) .. 9•1(9) 12"4 100·0 

Uniwd~W. .. . . 12"5 .. 27'8 20"3 100·0 

Bamburg .. .. 10"4(5) .. 15·5(6) 27"4 100·0 

China (l';hanghai) .. 7"5 .. 11"2(10) 17"5 100·0 

Czechoslovakia .. .. 14"4(5) .. 9"0(11) 14"3 100·0 

]<;ngl•nd (Merseyaide) .. 9"2 .. 19"5(12) 14"2 100·0 

Japan• .. .. J2•2 .. 16•6 33"0 100·0 

Do. • .. I 11"8 16•4 33"6 100·0 .. .. 
Sweden• .. 13"0 .. 17'9 29'2 100·0 

Latin America (Argentina) .. .. .. 24"7 • 10"9 100•0(15) 

,Japan• . . . . u·6 .. 16•0 33"7 100·0 . 

f..a.tin America (Brazil) .. 10"0 .. 22"3(14) 17"2 100·0 

Latin America (M6xico) .. 6"6 .. 9•7 17"8 100•0 

India (Ahmedab.d City) .. 9"1 0"4 u·o 23"6 100·0 

-
(1) In the absence of detailed particulars it is not possible to know whether the clBSBl· 

fication of expenditure i& the same as that adopted in other countries. (2) Heating and 
lighting included. (3) House operatiOn included. (4) Includes drink and tobacco. 
(5) Including laundry. (6) Including expenditure on furnishing. (7) Including expendi· 
ture on wine, tobncco, oW. (8) Excluding laundry. (9) Rent, furniture and bou!Johold 
good". (10) Including expenditure on water. furniture, utensilS, and repa.irs. (11) In: 
eluding furnishing and up-keep of home. (12) Rent and rates. (13) Including drink. 
(14) Including light. (15) Excluding clothing. 
*Th~ figures for Japan during 1926-27 and for .SwedeD. in 19.23 and 1933 os published 

in the Report relating to Bombay City have since boon mod1fied so Nl to make them 
comparable with tho later figuros of those countries. · 

t Corrected. 
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T.m.,. No. 10. 

A oerage monthly expenditure on Food per Capil<l. 

-
Average 

Av~rage monthly expendi-
ture on food. 

0 number of 

Income groups. pemons in 
family includ-
ing boarders. Per family. Per head. 

Rs. &. P· &!!. a. P· 

BelowRe. 20 00 0 0 3·08 10 3 5 3 5 1 

Rs. 20 and below Re. 30 00 3"38 12 511 3 10 7 

Re. 30 .. .. .. 4o .. 3•63 15 15 8 4 6 5 

Rs. 40 .. .. .. 50 00 3"96 19 811 4 15 0 

Re. 50 .. .. .. 60 . . 4•53 22 9 5 4 15 9 

Rs. 60 · , .. .. 70 00 5•06 26 13 4 5 4 10 

Rs. 70 .. .. .. so 00 5"59 29 6 6 5 4 2 

Rs. 80 .. .. .. 90 .. I 5"49 31 15 5 5 13 2 

Rs. 90 and over 00 . ··I 6"02 42 7 10 7 011 

I 
! 
' 

All incomes .. I 4•14 20 1 5 4 13 7 
0 

\ I 
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TABLB No. U. 

Average fi!Ofjfhly expenditure on different Articlee of Food. 

-----
Average monthly expendi-. I ture for Percentage 

of figures 
Number of in Column 4 

Articles. families ' to total 
spending. Families All monthly 

spending. families. family 
expendi-

tum. 

1' 2 3 4 5 

Rs. a. 'p. Rs. a. p . . 
Rice .. .. 1,203 2 8 4 2 5 6 5'75 . 
Wheat .. .. 1,111 310 9 3 2 6 7'75 

Khichdi .. .. ,45 2 9 10 0 1 5 0•22 

Jown.ri .. . . 25 2 2 3 0 0 8 o··w 

Bajri .. .. 414 2 3 6 011 4 1'74 

Wheat flonr .. .. 21 2 711 0 0 8· o·w 

Tnrdo.l .. .. 1~045 0 14 0 0 11 4 1"74 

Gram .. .. 265 0 4 2 0 0 10 0•13 

:Mugdo.l .. .. 871 0 10 1 0 6 10 1'05 

Udiddal .. .. 100 0 4 7 0 0 8 0·10 

Other pulses (including com- 272 0 10 9 0 2 3 o·35 

bined pulses, mosurdal, 
kathol, etc.). 

• 
Total-Cereals and pulses .. .... • • 0 • 7 12 0 19'03 

· Raw su~r (gul) .. .. '932 0 10 11 0 7 10 1•20 

Sugo.r (refined) .. .. 797 0 15 7 0 D 6 1•46 

Tea .. .. 710 0 7 6 0 4 1 o·o3 

Sweetmeats .. .. 572 1 4 4 0 D 0 1"38 

Fish .. ". 135 011 3 0 1 2 0"18 

Mutton .. .. 488 1 711 0 D 0 1'38 

Other meat (including beef, 274 1 3 8 0 4 2 0'64 

eggs and poultry). . I 
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TAliLB No. 11--<0IIId. 

.Av.,.age f11()7/lhly expenditure on differe'fll.Artida of Fo~ontd, 

' 
Average mOnthly expendi-

Petcentage tnre for . of figures 

Number of in column 4 

Articles. families to total 

spending. monthly 
Families 'All family 
spending. families. expendi-

.. ture • 

. 1 2 ·3 4 5 

. 
' • 

Rs. a. p. Ra. a. p. 

Milk 
. 967 1 8 9 1 2 6 2•84 .. . .. 

Cotds and butter milk .. 551 0 4 3 0 1 10 0'28 
• 

Ghee and butter .. .. 1,238 2 11 11 2 10 1 6•46 

Salt .. .. 1,277 ,o 1 10' 0 1 10 0'28 
' Chillies .. .. 1,214 0 4 19 0 4 7 0•70 

Condiments and spices .. 1,234 . 0 ;6 9 0 6 5 o·os -
Turmeric .. .. 737 0 1 4 0 0 9 0•12 

Tamarind and kokum .. 625 0 2 5 0 1· 0 0•16 

Vegetables (including potatoes 1,293 1 I5 9 I 15 9 4•87 
and onions). 

FruitM .. .. 114 0 7 6 0 0 8 0·10 

Gingily oil .. .. ·I,207 011 1 0 IO 4 !•58 

Other oils (ground . nut, mus- 69 0 8 
tard and cocoanut). 

7 0 0 5 o·o6 

Pickles and preserves .. 283 0 4 . .o 0 1 1 0•17 . 
Readymade tea .. 496. 1 15 4 012 0 1•84 

·RefreabmentM (mewa, aerated 627 2 7 0 1 211 . 2•90 
waters, etc.). 

Other food articles (bre.a, 47 
biscuits, etc.). 

0 I3 1 0 0 6 o·os 

/• -- -. 

-
Total-Other food ... .... . ... 12 5 5 30•28 

Total-All food .. . ... . ... 20 I 5 49•31 . 
I 
I 
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. TAliLll No. 12. 

Oltmijication of butlf/da IJCOOJ<ding to ...,..,,hip •of Tt~. and 'Maltrials 
wulfor lhtir conslrvdi<m. .. 

' 
Ownership. Pucca.. Kuchcha.. Unspeci-

lied. Total. Percentage 
to total. 

' 

• 
Private l&ndlorda ... 587 420 11 1,018 • 78•73 

Owned byoeU · •• .. 77 61 . .. 138 10•67 
. 

Employers and millownen •• 66 44 1 Ill 8•59 

Othen . .. .. 9' 5 1 15 1•16 

IDlperlectly spe.ui.d .. 5 1 5 11 0·85 

· Tot&! .. 744 531 IS 1,2ua 100·00 

I 
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TABLE No. 13. 

The a,;erage surpluses ana deficitS in family budgets by 
Income GToups. 

I Total income minus expenditure. • 

--

Nlim- Su,.Plus. Deficit. Average 

her of I surplus(+) 
Income groups. fami- or deficit 

lies. .(-). 

Num- ~um-
her of Average her of Average fami- fo.mi- ' lies amount. lies amount. 

having having 

--
Rs. a._ p. . Rs. a. P· Rs .... p . 

BelowRs, 20 .. 40 13 1 5 5 27 6 2 9 -311 8 

Rs. 20 and below Rs. 30 208 106 3 1 8 102 4 2 1 -0 7 1 

Rs.30 " " 
Rs. 40 309 '200 4 10 4 109 5 6 8 + 1 1 6 

Rs.40 " " 
Rs.- 50 302 221 6 711 81 4 on + 3 10 8 

Rs.50 " " 
Rs. 60 176 158 10 13 1 18 4 811 +9 311 

Rs.60 " " Rs. 70 86 75 13 511 ·u 6 13 9 +10 12 6 

Rs.70 " " Rs. 80 7l 68 14 J4 ll 3 311 7 +14 2 ,3 -
Rs.SO " " 

Rs. 90 49 45 19 2 2 4 4 2 2 +17 3 9 

Rs. 90 and ·over .. 52 49 33 0 1 3 5 1 9 +30 12 11 

r--- --
-

All incomes .. 1,293 935 9 8 
71 

358 4 12 4 +5 9 2 

• Relating only to those items of monthly· family expenditure which were included :in' 
the budgeta and excluiling instalments and interest pa.id on account of loans,' ocoaaional 
expenditure on festivals, marriages, etc. .. . 
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APPENDIX A. 

(lnformalion .for ,_ in Ill• JAJJ(JIJ.~ Office, 
' Becremrial, Bombay) · 

WORKMEN'S FAMILY JNCOME AND 
EXPENDITIJllE 

In the month of 

Ward 

Street 

Tenem~nt No. · 

Reference No. 
• 

(1) Causo o'! migratl!>n 

(2) Is the head of the family liw!"'te t 

(3) W 88 eaoh earner regularly and continuously 
employed during the month of enquiry f 
If not, pl8880 state the period and cause of 
each absence 

'· 

(4) How many children of school-going ago arc 
attending school ! 

For what rooson are those 'Of eohool·going 
ago· not attending s~bool Y 

(6) General Remarks 

193 

Pagel. 
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District and. Province of tite place of birth 

.Family income and Expenditure for Month of 
• 

Name and addrosa of the head of tho family 

Religion an4 caste 'of family 

Number aitd ages of persons in Family 

Children under 
14yoars. 

-- .Men. Women . 

Male. Female. 
- . 

. . 
Numhor of persons ' 

residing at above 
addteao .. 

. 
~ 

Depondonto not living 
at above addrosa .• 

Number of boarderS .. 

Number of lodgers .. 

193 

Rolationshjp 
of oooh to 
the head of 
the family 
and age. 

. 

Family income of those residing at above address during the 
· Month of 193 

.. 
Wage-earners. Earnings in a.bove month. 

·C 

IAdditiol!-al income. ,, 
OQCUpa· Over-

~·:~~·. tion (1). Age. Wages. time Total. 
pay. Amount. Source. 

j .. 
. ;: RS. a. p. Ro. a. P· Ro. a.p. Ro. a.p. 

Men .. 
Women .. 

' • . . '{Male . 
· Children . 

Female . 
Toto! ainount of 

family income .. I (2) .. 

NOTE&- . . 
(1) ~coupalion8.-Tbe description of the occupation should be 8B definite as poBSible. 

Thus cotton ~ill worker is too .general. The particular occupation should. bo specified, 
for examplo, cotton weaver Or cottnn spinner, or aga.in, not mechanic but fitter, black· 
smith, eta. whatever it is. Give name of mill a.Jso. 

(2) Family Income.-The monthly wages should include all bonuses rcgularlv received, 
but overtime pay should be entered in the separate column provided. In tbe column 
for additional income should be entered an7 income which was received otherwise than 
in the regular course of employment, e.g. mcome from a.grio1lltural la.nd, boal'ders, oto., 
grain or other things in kind received from the village, etc. 
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Expenditure on fooil 

Bought at private shops. 
j----~,----1 Specify grade of 

article wherever 

COMMODITffiS. (1). 

(Not&-This list may be altered Total quantity in Total cost in 
according to wltat is purchased.) month. month (2). 

·Rice 

Bread 

Wheat 

Wheat flour 

Biscuits 

JaWar 

Bajra 

Turdai 

U:did dal 

Gram 

Mugdal 

Raw Sugo.r (gul) 

Sugar (refined) 

·Tea 

Sweetmeats ( oonsumed at hom~) 

Fish •• 

l!eof .. .. 
Mutton .. .. 
Egg& ... . . . 
Fowls .. .. 
Other meat •• .. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

. . 

.. 
Bottled (ood (gla.xo, mellin's, etc.) •• 

Milk , .. .. . . 
' 

Curds and butter milk .. 
Ghee .. .. .. 

· Rs. a. p. 

; 

• 

• 
. 

. 

' ·J ' 

av&il&ble. 

NoTEs- . (1) Oommoditiu.-Po.rticulars should only be given· for the commodities aotually 
bought by the family in the month referred to. 

If any commodities were bought which are not entered in the list please speoify the 
names of such articles and give particulars of quantities and cost. . 
\1' (2) Total COBI.-The total coot of articles on this page should be added to the total oost 
oflo.rtiOles,nn page 4 to give total expsnditure on foo<\, · 

l'J1!!8 .3 
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• • Expf/fldit'Uh'e on foorl fuel lighting anrl rent . 
COMMODITIES. Bought at private shops. Specify grade 

Total quantity Total cost 
of article 

(Note.-This Jist III&Y be altered wherever avail· 
according to what is purchased.) in month. in month. able. 

Rs. a. P· 
:Sutter . . .. .. 
Salt .. .. .. . 
Chillioo .. .. . . 
Turmeric .. .. . . 
Tamarind and kokum .. . . 
Cocoanut and copra .. .. 
Other condiments and spices .. 
Potatoes .. .. . . 
Onions .. .. .. -. 
Vegotabloo •• .. .. 
Fruit .. .. . . 
Pickles and preserves. . . .. 
Coooanut Oil .. . . ' ' 
Gingily Oil .. .. 
Roady-III&do tea . . .. 
Rofreshmonto bought and consumed . 

awav from home .. .. 
Aerated wa.ters .. 
Mowa (almonds, datoo, etc.) .. 

Total e:openditure on food •• 

CharCoal .. .. .. 
Soft coke .. .. .. 
Firewood • ' .. .. .. 
Koroseno .. .. .. . 
Castor Oil .. .. .. 
Match boxes .. .. 
Candles .. .. .. 
Cowdung oakes .. .· . • 
Other fuel and lighting (e. g. spirit) I . 

Total e:cpenditure on Jml and 
lighting 

Rent (1) includino: municipal tax 
NOTE-

(1) Rent.-Wbere more than one family occupies the so.me tenement, special oaro 
should be taken to enter onl;f tho share of tho rent actually paid by tho family to which 
tho bndgot refers, , · . 

Page4. 



81 
., 

Expenditure on crothing, shoes and other necessaries not bought 6very month . .. .. 
Estima~· Esti-

ARTICLES. r- Cost·per Total' number of mated 
of article cost of months that cost per 

(.Nole.-Thelist of articles rticles when articles. each article ·11,1onth 
bought. '· should be extended so as muse. will last. on 

to include all those in use.) average . 
I ' . 2 3 4 6 6 

•• CLOTHING • No. Rs •. a. Rs. a. Months. Rs.a. p. 

FoR MEl<. ' .. ' 
Db otis 

. . .. .. 
Lungies (paula) .• 1-

Pagria or phethas .. . 
_.,' ,, I) 

Caps .. .. 
Bandis ' I ,.,,-, .. .. 

. '>r 
Pahira.ns .. .. 
Shirts ' '•,1 .. .. 

. I 
Ganjifrocks (vesta) .. 
Coats 

, ... ,.\ .. .. 
Handkerchiefs ' 

I ,_.i,,H .. 
Socks .. .. 

---
Total .. 

F<?R WoMEN. , \ ' -, .. 
'. Saris .. .. 

I: I r 
Odhanics .. .. 

-, - ,,, ;.I, 

Cholis .. .. 
'" PyjamiLS .. .. 

·' 'I.: 'I 
Sadaras 01' kurtas .. . 

·' ' ... . 
Gho.garas .. .. 
Vijars .. .. . .. ' 

• . .. 
Total .. - --·-------- -- -

'F'0111l'AE CmLllRE~-
' 

\ \ 

Dhotis .. . .. . ' .. 
Coats .. .. 

J ' ' .. 
Pants··' .. .. , .. 
Half Sl1irts or K~rtas • ' .. . . 
Zablis .. .. 
Baby. Caps .. .. -·' I Total· .. 
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Expenditure on cwthing, shoes and other necessaries 
not bought every month--oontd. 

ARTICLES. I :Estimated 
Number· Coot F." Tot&! number of 

of artie e cost of months that 
(Note.-The list of articles articles when articles. ea.ch article 
should be extended so as in use. bought. will last. 

to include a.U those in use.) I 

• 
l 2 3 4 5 

No. Rs. a. Ro. a. Months. . 
CLOTHIN~nld. 

Foa FKHALB CmLnREli. 

~dhanieo .. .. 
I I 

-cholis or Polkas .. 
-Ghagarao ' .. .. 

Zablis .. .. 
Baby Caps .. .. 

·--- -

Tot&! .. 
T"otal upenditure ou. Clothi11{1 

--· 

UMBBBLLA.B .. .. 
SBOEB OB 8ANDA.L8 :-

I Foa MEN .. .. I . I 
FosWoxn .. .. 
Foa CBILDBBN. .. 

'Total upenditure on Clothing 

I and 8/wu or Sandai.B .. 

l1l81rudt0118 for fllhng up form on pagu 5 and 6. 

Esti~ 
mated 

cost per 
month. 
on 

average. 

u 

Rl!l.a. P· 

-----

. 

I 

LiBt of artir.ks.-All the artiCles used should be entered in column 1. The articles 
named are only inserted as samples. 

Numhtr of articlu.-ln column 2 should be entered the number of ench article actually 
in use at the time of investigation, including changes of dress, posseeged by the family. 

Coat per article.-In column 3 should be entered the price per article when purchased. 
If similar articles were purchaBed at different prices, the prices should be entered 
:aeparately and the number of articles at each price shown. 

Tot4l cori.-Column 4 will be obtained by multiplying the number in column 2 by the 
price in column :,. , • · 

Duration of articlu.-In column 5 should be entered the total time which each article 
may be expected to last from the date of its purchaae to the date when it is finally dis
carded as useless. 

Co8t per month.-Column 6 will be obtained by dividing the total cost in column 4 by 
the number entered in column 6. 
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Expenditure on bedding and household 
, twt bought every rrwnth 

necessaries 
. 

ARTICLES. 
Number of articles Total cost of 

. (The list of articles should he extended so 
as to include all those in use.) 

pnrohased. articles. 

. 
No. . Rs. •• P· 

BEDDING.• 

oCot or Charpoy .. ... . . 
... ! 

.llattreosea (Godadao and ta.kiaa) .. 

:Blankets .. . . .. 

:Sheets .. . . 
. 

Tolal upeadiltirt on Btdding •• 

---• 
•Cooking potet 

. 
' 

J!arthen pole .. . . " I 
I 

·Lampo and chimnieo •• .. .. 1 

I 

"Pictures .. .. .. I 
I 

Furniture (choirs, table, awing) .. 

·Other household necessaries .. .. 

Total monthly expenditure. 011o b&lding and 
houaehold necessaria .. .. 

• Hero only show the items purchased during the month a.nd the expenditure incurred 
·on them. 

t Pleqao state whether brass, aluminium ol enamelled iron utensils are more in use. 
Page 7 
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Miscellaneous ExpenditU/fe. 

Items. 
Cost 
per 

month. 
Items. 

---------1---:----·- --

Tooth-sticks (datan) 
Barber •. 
Dhabi •. 
Soap for washing 

Toilet Soap 

Hair oil (dhupel) 

:Medical fees and medicines 

Education {books and fees) .. 
Travelling expenses to and from 

work .• •. 
Pan-Supari . . . . 
Chewing tobacco . . . . 
Snuff . . • • . . 
Bidis and matches . . . . 
Cigarettes . . . .

1 

Gadagu for hul.:ka -- --
Liquor* -· -- --
Today .. -- - --
Bhang -- -- --
Opium -- -- --
Amusements (<:inema, dramn, etc.) 
Bangles . . . . 

Combs 

Rs. a. 

Postage . . . • 
Gifts and presents . . . . 
Charitv . . . . 
Travelling expenses to and from 

native place . . • . 

{ 

I. looking alter 
children . • 

Servants for 
Z. bringing meal!; 

to plo..ce of work. 
Payments to ependent members 

of family not residing at tt.ddrcss 
given on page 2 . • . . 

Land Revenue . . . . 

Income-tax .. 
Trade Union subscriptions 
Other subscriptions (nghrana) .• 
Lottery .. 
Luxuries such as watches, toy$, 
cte. 

Newspapers . . • . 
Flowers, etc. for worship .. 
Charges for grinding ccr('als and 

pulses . . . . . . 
Tinning .. . . 
Here note any other items of 

miscellaneous expenditure-

Totul monthly expenditure on 
miscellaneous items .. 

Summary of Income and Expenditure. 

Cost 
per 

month. 

Rs. a. 

I 
Rs. a. p. 

Total]family Income in the month investigated (~cc page~!_·-·---

Expenditure-
Food (flee pn.ge 4) 
Fnel and Lighting (Hcc pag~ "4) 
Rent (flee page 4) 
Clothing and Shoes or Sandals (see page fl) 
Bedding and hommhohl necessaries (see page 7) 
Miscc1laneous expenditure (see p11-gc 8) 

'l'otal expenditure of family in the month 

ExcesH of income over expenditure 
Bow arc the an.vings invCbtcd 

or 
How is the cxccsH of expenditure over income met 

• f:oilu.tc whether the liquor consumed U. cuuntry or foreign. 

Pngc 8 
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Indebtedness-

Causes. To 
what extent due 
to expenditure 
incurred on. 

Amount. From whom 
borrowed. 

I Rateof 
1 interest Nature of Terms of 

.1 per cent. . security. (rep•yment. 
, per annum.! 

I i 

(a) Festivals 

(b) Marriages 

5<) Funerals 

(tl) Sickne~JS 

Rs. a. p. 

(•) Unemployment. , 

(/) Other causes .. ; 

:--
Total debt .. 1 

' 

• 
(i) Description of dwelling; ma.teria.ls tl.':led jn con .. 

totruction and state of repair inch~ding roofing .• 

(ii) Landlord• 

(iii) Distance from place of work 

(it') Number of rooms oocu1)ied lly family and 
approximate dimellSions of each room (length, 
breadth and height) 

( t·) llimcusious of vol'luulab, i[ any 

(11i) Wator-supply 

(l:ii) Snnitn.tion (municipal, ItrivRlU or 1.muoh ·tJrivies) 

(t'iii) Gonorul sonitary condition 

(.,) Plinth above tho ground level 

:---1---

•Stato whether Government, Municipal, EmpJoyer, Privn.te Landlord or owoed by seH. 

liO•U Bk R 20-7 Pogo 0 
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