MESSAGE FROM H. E. THE VICEROY

Tue Viczrovs Housx,
Niw Deva.

31st October 1936.

It gives me great pleasure warmly to
congratulate the Madras Chamber of Commerce on the
occasion ‘of their Centenary Celebrations. The

. Chamber bas a long and honourable record of public
gservice, and the many-sided character of its activi--
ties is well known. I note with satisfaction its
recognition that with the change of constitutional
‘conditions and with the development of the trade .
and industry of Soutﬁ India, the part which it'has
to play in the future is more important even than
in the past, and I feel confident that the high tradi-
tions which it has built up-dnriﬁg the century of

its existence will be maintained in the years to
come. ‘

Linlithgow



His Excellency the Most Honourable Victor Alexander John
Hope, Marquess of Linlithgow, P.C., Kt, GM.SI, GM.E.,
O.BE. D.L. TD., Viceroy and Governor-General of India.



H. E. Lord Erskine, G.C.LE,, Governor of Madras.
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B3imla,
Septechar 1at, 1934,

-~ B .
Déar Sir,

ve: 1 would like, on behalf of the Board of Trade, to

.

extend most cordial congratulations to the members of the
uadm':cmmmr of Commerce on the attslnment by the Institution
A ‘.-‘ -

of 4 century of waluable public work in Bouthern Indis.

T

Pounded during the regime of the Honourable East
India Compary, the Madras Chamber of Commerce has stmnchly
upheld the highest traditions of British Trade throughout a
century of unparalleled sconomic expansion and development.

The remarkable commercial, industrisl and agricultural develop-
ment of the Presidency is attributable to a marked degres to

the courage, foresight and immginative energy of three genarations
of menbers, While regulating thelr tusinsss activities on

sound linos they have not only advanced their own interests

but have contributed in genercus weasure to the welfare and
proeperity of the peoples of Southern India,

Chambers of Coomerce in Indis occupy e poeitlon of
exceptional influence and importance in tho spheres of munioipal
and political 1ifs, The mctivities and experience of the
Chember's representatives oo the Madres Fort Trust, the
Corporation, the Lagislative Council ond the Central Legislaturs
have contributed very materinlly to the ysefulnsca of those
Institutiomn, .

Wo are living in a difficult periocd of transition
and reconstruction but on all sides ons sces evidence thet
the Britieh merchents of to-day are worthily upholding the
high traditions of public service which bave been 1laid down
in the past and are closely co-operating with theipr Indian
:_'r:lenda in the regeneration of a more prosperous, happy and
progreasive India, : '

1 em, Dear 83y,
Tours very truly,

.. . o_dw.%ﬁ

—

The Chairman,

The Medras Chamber of Comme
Hadraa To%

THA/C.
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Sir Thomas Ainscough, H.M.'s Senior Trade Commissioner in
India and Ceylon. His message to the Chamber appears
on the opposite page.
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FOREWORD

following pages show that The
Madras Chamber of Commerce—
whose Centenary this Handbock cele-
brates—serves no mean city. But the
Chamber's interests are not confined to the
City; they extend throughout the whole of
South Indiq, including the Presidency and
the Indiom States.

The population of the Presidency,
which in 1931 was 47,193,602, is to-day
estimated at nearly 49,000,000; that of the
City is 689,000. The population of the South
Indian States of Hyderabad, Mysore, Tro-
vancore, Cochin, Pudukottah, Sandur and
Banganapalle is approximately 25,000,000,
making about 82,000,000 in the. area
served by the Chamber and its affiliated
associctions.

~ Madras is a city of wide spaces, busy
thoroughfares, thriving industries, an
flourishing businesses. Mamy of the
Merchant houses, whose names are re-

corded in this book, have been established
well over a century—some date back to
the earliest days of the East India
Company. To those to whom the name
recalls Kipling's unjust description of “A
withered beldame brooding on her ancient
fame”, Madras today, with its busy
harbour and crowded mearts, comes as a
complete surprise.

i
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The total value of the general imports
to the Presidency of Madras in the year
1934-35-—the latest for which particulars
are available—was Rs. 17,35,12,513, nearly
one-eighth of the total imports for all India.
The total volume of Indicm merchandise
exported from the Presidency was
Rs. 25,09,04,809, considerably more than
one-seventh of the total exports of Indian
merchandise from the whole of India.
The total trade of the Port of Madras
for the year ending March 31, 1936, was
Rs. 29,02,17,000, representing 39% of the
total trade of the Presidency for that year.
697 wvessels entered the Port during the
year, the total net tonnage being 2,441,739.
There were 1,560 factories in the
Presidency on December 31, 1935, employ-
ing 162,745 operatives, 22,577 of these were
employed in the 124 factories in the city of
Madras. In addition to those in registered
factories, each employing over 20 ope-
ratives, there are innumerable small
industrial establishments in the city where
thousands more find work. '

Cotton spinning and weaving mills in
the city employ over 11,100 hands.

' The Madras end Southern Mahratia

Railway workshops at Perambore employ

over 5,100 operatives.

These figures show that industrially
as W911 as commercially Madras possesses
cpnmderable importance. It is a growing
city, and those connected with its commerce




and industry are robustly optimistic about
its future. The development of the Gov-
ernment's great hydro-electric schemes
and the plans for an electric grid covering
the Presidency are certain to increase its
prosperity. Indeed some foresee a great
industrial development in South Indict

The Madras Chamber of Commerce
shares their optimism, and in the following
pages justifies it by the story of past
achievement and a description of present
activities. The Chamber is proud of the
record of the century, whose close it now
celebrates, and believes that the years to
come will not be less fruitful.

: L
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Part of the information contained in
this Handbook has been extracted from
"Abstract of Proceedings of the Madras
Chamber of Commerce, 1836 to 1886"
compiled by Sir Charles Lawson, who was
Secretary to the Chamber for 30 years and
who retired in 1892, and from subsequent

yearly reports.
Acknowledgement must also be made

to "The Asylum Press Almanack and

Directory” for certain informeation regarding
the early history of Madras, to certain
members who have assisted with informa-
tion relating to the history and activities of
their Firms, and to the staff of the Chamber
for their willing help.

A, A, HAYLES,
COMPILER.




Nusirated
Composed and printed for the Chamber of Commerce, Madras, by
The Madras Mall and The Aseociated Printers, Branches of
The Associated Publishers (Madras), Ltd.
Madras.



||
!
|
,.
|

CONTENTS
| ' Page
Foreword ... - 3
History of the Chamber ... 9
Commerce and Politics in India .. 24
A Historic City ... e 29
The Madras Harbour . . 36
Railways in South India:

The Madras and Southern Mahratta Rallway 41

The _South Indian Railway . 46 L

Telephone Developments ... 50 I

Madras Electricity Supplies... 92
History of Oil in Madras ... e 03
Binny & Co., Ltd., Madras ... we 96
Pary & Co, Ltd, Madras ... we  ew w6l

Page Page
Foreign Consuls .., 64 Classified Index of
Members' Names and Products and Ser-
Businesses .. 65 vices .. «. 69
List of Members of Advertisoment  Sec-
Chamber o 65 tion e 79

______.___.—-—————_____-—=——-———_'_—_



ILLUSTRATIONS

H. E. the Most Hon. Marquess of Linlithgow, Viceroy of India ... Frontispiece
H. E. Lord Erskine, Governor of Madras ... - we . Facing title page
Sir Thomas Ainscough, Trade Commissionsr - e " I
Otficers of the Chamber o - - o I
Members of the Commiltes ... - nmsiv
Past Chairmen of the Chamber,.. . . . Facing page 8
Where Madras merchants first foregathered . w 9
The present home of the Madras Chamber of Commerce “ w 10
Bullock carts and concrete roads near the Harbour, Madras ... " w 1
A bird's eye view of the commercial district, Madras ... " w 16
A typical thoroughfare in the commercial district, Bunder Street, Madras ... ., v 17
Egmore Rallway Station, Madras " . 28
St. Mary’s Church, Fort St. George ves " w 29
Mount Road, the city’s main highway ... " w 92
Customs House and Colleclor’s Oifice, Madras . . 33
The Weat Quay, Madrae Harbour " w 36
A busy scene on the West Quay, Madras Harbour ... v -
The enclosing walls of the Madras Harbour . - " w 98
The Port Trust Oifices, Madras ... - e " W 39
The M. & 8. M. Ry. administrative offices, Madras ... " . 42
The Central Station, Madras and Southern Mahratte Ratlway, Madras ... " o 43
The Foundry at the Perambore Workshops, M. &S. M. Ry., Madras v w44
Handling locomotives in the Perambore Workshops, Madrag ... ) " w 5
The spacious paint shop of the South Indien Railway ... " n 46
The boiler mounting bay of the South Indian Rallway workshops ... " w 47
I-'mnm kercsene oil tins at Tondlarpet .., o e - " -1
A scens in the Kercsene tin factory, Tondlarpet ... o . 55
A glimpse of the weaving sectlon of the B. & C. Mills ... v w58
Drawing section in @ Medras cotion mill . . ., 59
Madras operatives tending eotion roving and spinning machines .. " » 60
Thomas Parry e o e ‘ 61
Parry’s Buildings from the air ., e ) "’ 62
East India Distillerles and Sugar Factorles, Lid., Nellkuppam , ':,- ". 63

) Fleshers at work in o Madrag Tannery
Madras Tannery Dye House



