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PREFACE 

T
HERE are still some who like to saunter along 
the byways of history- paths that lead no­
where in particular, yet have their own quiet 
attractions. To such the following pages may 

appeal. Topics of importance they do not pretend to 
touch, being in fact little more than gossip about the 
domestic side of the East India Company's long history. 
If excuse be needed for putting forth these gatherings­
the result of a fairly intimate acquaintance, extending over 
forty years, with the Company's records-it may perhaps 
be found in the fact that they illustrate the working of a 
typical trading body in the City of London during two and 
a half centuries, and that is a subject on which compara­
tively little is at present known. 

A few of the articles have already appeared, though 
they have since been considerably revised. The account 
of Lamb's official career was published in Macmillan's 
J.l! agazine as long ago as 1897 ; the portion of the chapter 
on 'The Examiner's Department' relating to James Mill 
has appeared in The Scottish Historical Review, and the 
articles on John Hoole and the Royal East India Volunteers 
in the Westminster Review and the United Seroice Magazine 
respectively. I am indebted to the editors and pro­
prietors of those periodicals for permission to utilize these 
portions afresh. 

Several of the illustrations are taken, with permission, 
v 



PREFACE 

from pictures and plans in the India. Office. For the two 
sketches that appear on pp. 53 and 134 I have to thank the 
proprietors of 'I he Gentlewoman ; while the view of Hoole's 
house is reproduced from 'lhe Daily Chroniclt with the 
sanction of the editor and of the artist, Mr. Ernest Coffin, 
to whose skilful pencil is also due the illustration of the 

. Da. Bois monument. The portrait of James Mill is taken 
from one in Dr. Bain's biography of him,. which Messrs •. , 

. Lorigmans, Green&: Co. have kindly· allowed me to copy • . 
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170, 218-22; bills and acts of, 69-72, 
74, 77-8, 103-5, 139, 167, 173, 204; 
coJ:tl,lllittees of, 13-16, 26-7, t6o1 

201-4, 21Z, 218, 2z6. 
Patronage, value of Directors', 231. 
Pattison, James, 198. · 
Paymaster of Mannen, So, Sz-3. 
Pay Office, 136, 140. 
Peacock, Edward, 236. 
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Peacock, Thomas Love, 186, 188 •• , :zoo, 
210, :u9t 238; his official career, 
195, 207, 209-12; his duties, 197; 
retires, 218; his books, 196, 2.11. 

Peel, Sir Robert, 234• 
Pennington, Alderman, 33· 
Pepper, Charlea I buy1 the Company's, 

10. 
Pepper Warehouse, 89. 
Pepys, Samuel, 42 (:z), 59, 64, So •• , 

uS •· 
Pepya, Thomas, So •· 
Petty Cash books, 63, 97-112. 
Phillipa, William, 38. 
Pierson, Peter, •77· 
Pilkington, Sheriff, II 5· 
Pitt, William, r66, s68, 171. 
Place, Francis, r 96, 2.08. 
Plague, the, 57-62.. 
Plumley, w. D., rSs. 
Pocock, Sir George, statue of, 137· 

' Poet, a, discouraged, 32. 
Pontack'a Tavern, 109. 
Poor-box, 8, 56, 93-4· 
Poor rate, 99, 107. 
Poplar Almshouse, 37, 161; Fund, 89. 
Porters, 101, 216. 

. Portman, Edmund, 46, u6. 
Postage, 101, 184. 
Powis, Earl of, •47• 
Printing, cost of, 99· 

. Pritchard, Sir William, 115-6. 
Procter, B. W., 189. 
Proprietors, Court of, 142, 217. 
Proud, Captain John, 63 (:z). 
Pufford, John, 38. 
Pulham, James Brook, 126-7, s8s, r88, 

239· . 
Punch, 108. 

Queen'1 Arms, the, •59·. 
Queen'1 Heal, the, 52. 
Queen's Head Lane, 172.. 
Queen's taxes, 107. 

Ricardo, David, 196. 
Riccard, Sir Andrew, 28, 30, 35·. 
Rice introduced into Carolina, 117. 
Richardson, William, 181. 
Roberts, John, r68. 
Robinson, Crabb, 1Sr, 237• 
Robinson, u Perdita,"' 163. 
Roebuck, J. A., 211. 
Roman remains, I so-2. 
Romney, George, 147• 
Rooker,-, so8. 
Roae Tavern, 33-4· 
Royal Exchange, 108; warehouses at, 

63, 6s, so, 133. 
Rummer Tavern, 109-
Rumney, Thomas, 172. 
Rundall, Thomas, 194, 238. 
Ryder, Sir William, 64. 
Ryabrack, J. M., IJS· 

St. Andrew Undershaft, church of, 
S n., II, 2.1 7 32 n., 56, 98; parish of, 
r, 7, 20 ,,, s:z, u8, 136; clerk of, 
99; churchwardens of, $5· 

St. John, Henry, Lord Bolingbroke, 50. 
St. John the Baptist, parish of, 107. 
St. Martin Outwich, pariah of, 107. 
St. Mary Aldermanbury, 114, 116 (:z) • 
St. Michael Paternoster Royal, 107. . 
St. Peter, parish of, 99, 136. . 
Sale Room, New, 14o-1; Old, 52, 

14o-l. 
Sales, rulea for, 53; acenea at, 140 •· 
Saliabury, Earl of, 9 n. 
Sambrooke, Jeremy, 81. 
Sambrooke, Samuel, So, 86, 101 (:a). 
Scheemakera, Peter, 135, 137· 
Scott, David, 167, 170. 
Scott, Sir Gilbert, •53· 
Scott, John, 160. 
Scott, Samuel, 134· 
Scott, Sir Walter, 155, 158 •· 
Seals, the Company's, 36, 119. 
Secretary, the, 8, sr ,,, 82-3, 193, 228; 

duties of, 86 ; his houae, 144. 
Ramillies, battle of, no (2). Secretary, Deputy, the, •36-7· 
Ranelagh Gardens, 136 n. Sedgwick, Anna, 116. 
Rawlins,--, 111. Sedgwick, William, 116. 
Read, John, 132. Seething Lane, 133· 
Recorda neglected, 51 •· . Sermons preached before the Company, 
Reynolds, Dr., 99· • 32, 9~· 
ReynoldS,SirJoahua, 163; hiaaister, 163 •. Shares. See Stock. 
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Shepherd, John, 234· 
Shepherd, Thomas, 132. 
Shepherd, T. H., I47• 
Shepherd and Shepherdess, the, 172 (2). 
Sherard, Dr. William, 121. 
Sherburn, Edward, 9· 
Sheridan, R. B., 163. 
Ship alehouse, 130, 132 n. 
Ship Tavern, 32. 
Ships' Husband, 8, 82-3. 
Shute, Sheriff, II 5· 
Silk manufacturers, Indian, 68-701 

72;-4, 79· 
Silk, raw, importation of, 69, 75-6. 
Skinners' Company, ros. 
Skinners' Hall, ros-S, I ro. 
Smith, Anker, 163. 
Smith, Sir George, 6r, 64. 
Smith, John, 91. 
Smith, Richard, 132. 
Smith, Susannah, 156. 
Smith, William, 132. 
Smoking, 98, roS. 
Smythe, Sir Thomas, 2. 
Soane, Sir John, 139, 144. 
Solicitor, the Company's, S, So, 82. 
Somers, Lord, 109 n. 
South Sea Company, 53, 8S n., 1 1S, 

uo, 176, r86. 
So?they, Robert, 155, r6g, 210 n. 
Sp1ces presented, g6. · 
Spiller, John, 24-51 25 n., 34, 55 n., Sr. 
Spitalfields, 68-ro, 72, 77· · 
Staff elected annually, g, go, 99 n. 
Stairs, Lord, I 10, 
Stanyan, John, sS, So1 84, 97-S; h~ 

brother, 58. 
Stationery, roo. 
Steelyard, the, I33· 
Stepney, 63-4. 
Sterling, John, 21S. 
Stern, Richard, 95· 
Stock, transfer of, Sr, S3, 86; open to 
1 everybody, 105 n., 142. 
Stoddart, Dr., 177. 
Stow, John, 3· 
Strachey, Edward, 195, 197, zoo, 210 n. 
Strachey, Sir Edward, 195 n., 21o-r. 
Strachey, Sir Henry, 195 n. 
Stuart, Lady Louisa, 162. 
Sulivan, Laurence, 234· 
Surveyor, 132, 136, 139,~143-4· 

Surveyor of Shipping, Sz, S9. 
Swan Tavern, 109. . 
Sweeting, John, 3S. 
Swift, Dean, 49, 109 n. 
Symonds' Inn, II9. 

Talfourd, Judge, 17S, rSg. 
Tankard, silver, 1 ro. 
Taylor, Miss Helen, 225. 
Tea, 95 n., roS, 201 ; for the Directors, 

94; for the clerks, 186, 230 n.; sales 
of, 140 n., 182; warehouses for, 47, 
130 n. 

Teapot presented, 95· 
Tenement by the back gate, 17, 24, 

37-S, 43, 45-6, 14~. 
Terry, Rev. ;Edward, 32 n. 
Thames Street, 131 n. 
Thompson, Joseph, 132. 
Thomson, --, 64. 
Thomson, Major, 64. 
Thomson, Robert, 114. 
Thomson, Sir William, 41, sS-g. 
Thornton, Edward, 23S. 
Thornton, W. T., 224-5, 239· 
Thurlow, Secretary, 29. . 
Tipu'a tiger, 150. 
Tite, William, 1511 IS3· 
Tithes, 99, 107. 
Tooke, Edward, 3S. 
Trainbands, 6S, 73, 1 ro. · 
Treasurer, the, 34-6. 
Treasury, So, go; broken into, 49; 

deficiencies in, S7, 1 ig; Committee 
of, 35-6, 93· 

Trevor, George, 239· 
Trophy tax, 107. 
Trotter, Mrs., 230 n. 
Trustees of the Old Company, uS-g. 
Tucker, H. St. G., 235· 
Tulidge, -.-, ug-zo. 
Turkey Company, 41-2, 6g, 76. 

University College, 145 n. 

Vandeputt, Peter, 61 ; his wife, 61. 
Venison, g6. 
Vertue, George, I 29. 
Victoria1 Queen, 234· 
Victualhng house, 38. 
Vincent, Giles, 5, 6, 136. 
Viner, Sir Thomas, 28, 30. 
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Vintry Ward, 107 (~). 
Volunteers, the Royal Ealt India, 165-

74; uniform of, 167, 173; coloura 
of, I73· 

Votes at general meetings, 14~. 

Wadd, H., ~37· 
Waldo, Ann and Sarah, 114. 
Walpole, Horace, 23, 135, 161. 
Wanstead House and Park, 73 n., 171. 
Warehouse Keepers, 45, So, 82-3, 89, 

102 n. 
Warehouses, 107-8, 133, 136. See also 

Blue, Drug, Pepper, Tea, Craven 
House, Leadenhall, Lime Street, 
New Street, Royal Exchange. 

Watchmen, ss, 6s, n, 89, I IO; pay-
ments to, 66, roo-~, ro8. 

Water rate, Ior, Io8. 
Weasels set on fire, 67. 
Weavers' riots, 68-77. 
Webb, John, I63. 
Weeden, Lazarus, 34· 
Wellesley, Marqueaa, 168, 17'• ~34; 

statue of, I47· 
Wellesley, Tylney Long, 171. 

Wellington, Duke of, 1, I47, 17I, ~39· 

Weet, Sir Algernon, 188 •· 
Weet, Benjamin, 147. 
Weatminater Palace Hotel, 153· 
W ethell, Richard, 4· 
White, Henry, 1 1. 

White, Jamee, 177. 
White Lead Mille, 17~. 
Wigram, William, 173. 
Wilkins, Sir Charles, 148-9, 238. 
Wilkins, William, •4·h q6. 
Wilks, Samuel, I 6o. 
William III, 7~, I66 n. 
William IV, 173. 
Wilson, H. H., 149, 238. 
Wilson, Sheriff, 33· 
Wilson, Walter, 238. 
Window tax, I 07. 
Woodroffe, Sir Nicholas, 4· 
Woolley, Thomas, 55 ; his wife, 55, 

67. 
Wordsworth, William, I 8 I, I 84-, I 89. 
Worlidge, --, I6J. 
Wyat, Sir Matthew D., ~~s­
Wyche, Nathaniel, 100. 

York, James, Duke of, 41, 115, I66 n. 
Young, --, 4~· 


