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COPY of or EXTRACTS from the CoRRESPo:.;DENCE respecting alle~ed 

Pilrticipation of BRITISH OFFICIAL~ in l\IYSORE GoLD MINING TRA:SSAC­

TIOXS, and respecting ALIENATIOX of STATE Do·MAINS in l\lysoRE. 

The Secretary of State for India to the Government of .Madras, dated 
28th December 1882. 

Sir, 
I. I FORWARD, for the observations of your Excellency in Council, copy of a 

question put to my Predecessor in the House of Commons on the 23rd of 
November by Mr. O'Donnell, :M.P., relating to the promotion in your Presidency 
of GoU l\Iining Companies by Government officials. 

2. I request that your Excellency in Council will furnish me with a report 
bearing on and replying to this question; and that you will inform me, with 
reference to the concluding paragraph of your Revenue letter, No. 14, dated the 
8th of June last, how far the rules regarding the holding of land and the 
connection of Government officers with public companies are observed in the 
Madras Presidency. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Kimberley. 

Enclosure in above. 

l\IR. O'Donnell.-·To ask the Secretary of State for India if the Govern­
ment have received information showing that in 1880 certain officials in Madras, 
among whom were two secretaries to the Governr.oent of Madras, the Officiating 
Deputy Adjutant General l\Iadras Army, and several heads of Departments 
under the 1\Iaclras GoYernment, were promat:ers of a number 0f Gold :Mining 
Companies, with a capital of a million sterling. 

TlH1t these officials asked tl1e sum of 245,000 l. as purchase money of a portion 
of one large block of land granted them free of price by Government. 

That in September 1880 these officials stood to receive in cash and shares 
from l\lining Companies the following sums:-

55,0.00 l. from the Mysore Golcll\lining Company. 
50~000 l. from the 2\Iadras Gold Mining Company. 
50,000 l. from the Ooregaum Gold Mining Company. 
90,000 l. from the Colar Goldl\Iining Company. 

\Vh<"ther he authorised the~e proceedings; and wbdher he will cause inquiries 
to be made into the am·ount and value of the lands belonging to the Native 
State uf Mysore w!Jich 'Were alienated by gift or purchase during the past seven 
years. 

The Gowrnment of 1\Iadras to the Right Honourable the Secretary of State 
for India; dated 30th January 1883; received 20th February 1883. 

i\ly Lord, 
\Y E Lave 11JC honour to ackno\vletlge tlte receipt of your Lordship's Despatch 

iJf the· :28th ultimo, No. 26, enclosing a copy of a question put by :Jir. 
O'Donnell, 11.P., relating· to the promotion of Gold l\Iiuing Companies by 
Government officials of this Presidency. 

:2. Tile rpe~tion eYiclently refer;;; to what is knmvn ns tl1e Kolar concession in 
tLe tcrritrn'Y of tlH~ ~Jysore State. Your Lordship is well a'Yare that this 
Gun:n.uv:nt has never lmd any authority over l\IysoreJ and that during the 
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COPY of or ExTRACTS from the ConRESPOXDENCE respecting alle5ecl 

P<~rticipation of BRITISH OFFICIALS in MYSORE GoLD MINING TRANSAC­

no::-;s, and respecting ALIENATION of STATE DoMAINS in ~IysonE. 

The Secretary of State for India to the Government of Madras, dated 
28th December 1882. 

Sir, 
1. I FORWARD, for the observations of your Excellency in Council, copy of a 

question put to my Predecessor in the House of Commons on the 23rd of 
November by l\lr. O'Donnell, M.P., relating to the promotion in your Presidency 
of GoU l\Iining Companies by Government officials. 

2. I request that your Excellency in Council will furnish me with a tl:lport 
bearing on and replying to this question ; and that you will inform me, with 
reference to the concluding paragraph of your Revenue letter, No. 14, dated the 
8th of June last, how far the rules regarding the holding of land and the 
connection of Government officers with public companies are observed in the 
l\ladras Presidency. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Kimberley. 

Enclosure in above. 

l\In. O'Donnell.-·To ask the Secretary of State for India if the Govern­
ment h::rre received infurmation showing that in 1880 certain officials in Madras, 
among whom were two secretaries to the Gorermnent of Madras, the Officiating 
Deputy Adjutant General l\Iadras Army, and several heads of Departments 
under the Madras Government, were promcrters of a number of Gold 1\Hning 
Companies, with a capital of a million sterling. 

Tli;_~t these officials asked the sum of 245,000 l. as purchase money of a portion 
of one large block of land granted them free of price by Government. 

That in September 1880 these officials stood to receive in cash and shares 
from jlining Companies the following sums :-

55,000 l. from the Mysore Gold 1\liuing Company. 
50!000 l. from the Madras Gold :Mining Company. 
50,000 l. from the Ooregaum Gold Mining Company. 
90,000 l. from the Colar Goldl\fining Company. 

\YL<:·ther he authorised these proceedings; and wht·ther he will cause inquiries 
to be n1ade into the am'ount and value of the lands belonging to the Native 
State uf .l\Iysore wldch were alienated by gift or purcimse during the past seven 
years. 

The Government of l\ladras to the Right Honourable the Secretary of State 
for India; dated 30th January 1883; recehed 20th February 1883. 

::\Iv Lord, 
\Y E iJ<tve tl1e honour to ackno\vledge the receijJt of your Lordship's Despatch 

ijf the_~ :28th ultimo, No. 2G, enclosing a copy of a question put by :Jir. 
O'Donn<'ll, ).l.P., relating to the promotion of Gold l\Iiuing Companies by 
Government officials of this Pre.:;idency. 

2. Tile rr1estion evidently n.ft'r.'i to what is known as tl1e Kolar concession in 
tl!e tr:rribry of tbt! .:\Jysore State. Yvur Lordship is well aware that this 
(i,JF·I'l!ii1';nt has nerer lmd any authority onr l\Iysore, and that durin.g the 
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present Maharaja's minority it was administered by a Chief Commissioner 
under the immediate superintendence awi. contt·ol of the Government of India. 
Some of the officers subordinate to the Chief Commissioner belonged to the 
Madras establishment, Lut neither the Secretaries of this GoYernment, nor 
the Deputy Adjutant General of the ~Iadras Army, nor any of the heads of 
Departments serving under this Govemment, have at any time hacl any 
official relations with the Government of Mysore. It seems necessary at the 
outset to remind your Lordship of this absence of all official connection between 
lVIysore and Madras, because Mr. O'Donnell's question seems to suggest that 
the officers in question hat! received an unduly favoumble concession from their 
own Government1 and even your Lordship's Despntch speaks of the promotion 
of the Mining Companies as if it hat! taken place within this Presidency. 

3. On the lith October 1881 certain papers embodied in our proceedings, 
9th November 1881, No. 1698, a copy of which we enclose, were communicated 
to us by the Government of India. It is from those papers alone, apart from 
mere common rumour, that we have any knowledge of the KolAr concession; 
and they were forwarded to us, not because the concessionnaires were Madras 
officers (if indeed they were so), but sim}Jly because the terms on which leases 
might be given for gold mining in British territot-y, were known to ue under 
our cm1sideration. 

4. Frorn those papers we gather that the Chief Commissioner, with the 
knowledge and approml of the Government of India, granted a lease of20 sqnare 
miles for 30 years, conditioned for the payment by the concessionnait·es of I 0 
per cent. on the yield of gold as a royalty ; that this royalty was subsequently 
reduced to 5 per cent., and a further reduction was promised in the evl?nt of 
the British Government fixing a lower rate; that upon the Government of 
India determining to charge an assessment of five rupees per acre, in lieu of a 
royalty, the concessionnaires were allowed the option between the royalty 
previously fixed and the acreage assessment, such assessment to be 
commutable for a present payment; that wishing· to sell one square mile, 
which may be presumed to be the portion of the block to which the question 
alludes, the concessionnaires paid down a lump sum of 55,000 rupees for it, and 
were thus enabled to offer it in the market free of rent, royalty, or any other 
charge whatever. • . 

5. This sum of 55,000 rupees appears to have been the only money payment 
received by the Mysore Government in consideration of gold mine leases up to 
October 1881 ; and indeed the same papers ~how that, after 1\fysore had been 
handed over to the Maharaja, His Highness' GovernmPnt deliberately deter. 
mined to adhere to the policy of seeking to establish the gold mining industry 
on a secure footing rather than to extract any imml'diate pecuniary consider­
ation for the grant of mining rights. In fad, with the large profits made by 
these coneessionnaires exprei'sly in view, His Highness' Gov<'rnment on matlll'e 
consideration resolved to al- .'ndon a rule, by which they had at one time sought 
to obtain a percentage of such profits in the form of a fine on the transfer of 
the le~see:;;' rights. 

6. With regard to the officers said to be concerned, these papers convey no 
information. It has, IJOwever, come to our knowledge in connection with anothet· 
·matter (reported to the :Marquis of Hartington with our Despatch, No. 2G, of the 
·23rd Octobt'r 1880) that ~ome of the shares were held lJy Colonel Beresford, 
·who transferred one to Mr. Gribble, of the Madras Civil Service. Colonel 
Beresfotd was at that time A!!sistant Adjutant General. In December 1880 

·the Adjutant General reported that Colonel Beresford had certainly transgressed 
the rules of the service in taking an active part in the management of the 
.association then under consideration; but, as he was about to leave the service 
:Shortly, the Commander~in-Chief (Sir Nedlle Chamberlain) did not consider 
Jmy further action necessarv. Colonel Berel:iforcl retired on the 29th Dccc>mbt'r 
1880. The p 'pers do not ~how for how much or to whom the conces~ionnaircs 
as:?igntd their rights. 

7. Having now laid before your Lordship all the information in onr po-ses­
sian be&ring on lHr. O'Donuell's question, we pass on to the> fmth<'r inquiry 
contained in your Lordship's Despatch under reply, viz., how far the mks 
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rt';::-an1in()' the bo1din0' of land and the connPction of Government officers with 
' ~ 0 1. h' P 'I public companies are obser\·ec m t rs res1c ency. 

8. These rules have recently beeu collected, and a copy has been furnished 
to e,·ery Con:'nanted Civil Servant, to every Military Officer in civil employ, 
and to all persons in the Uncovenan~cd Se;vice hold~ng officefl ?rdinarily held 
by officers of these classes. A specwl regrster t:howmg the part1culars of lands 
held by our Covenanted Civil Sen·ants has been compiled, and we enclose a 
copy. It has been expressly provided th~1t ~he rules "a~·e not to be c~nstrued 
to include lands occupied merely by bmldmg-s for. res1dence and then· mual 
appurtenances" (from Secretary of fitate, lOth August 1861, Nn. 22, para. 4). 
Tbe ret urns made hy l\1 ilitary and U ncnvenanted Officers in civil employ are 
not nt complete ; but, so far as they have been received, no irregularities have 
com~ to light. As :-oon as the whole inquiry is completed, we will addre~s your 
Lordsl1ip on the suqjrct again. 

9. The rule~:; frametl bv the Government of Indhr, with the approval of the 
Secretary, which apply to t11e present matter, are the following:-

1. Tl1ere is no objection to servants of Government holding shares in 
milling or other companies ( eveil in their own Presidency) having for 
their· object the development of the resources of the country ; and the only 
restriction imposed is that such shareholder~ shall take no part in the 
managtment of such institutions, and shall not be employed in the districts 
where the operations of the Company are ..carried on (Secretary of State's 
Despatch, 31st May 1862, No. 46, paragTaph 2). 

II. Puhlic officers in India are pl'ohibited from holding land in Native 
States, such 11s Mp:ore. Their right to hold shares in 11gricultural 
companies, operating in such States, is subject to the same rules a~ apply to 
shares in mining companies in British territory (Despatch, 25th Norember 
1862, No. 22). 

III. In regard to investments other than those in land for flte prqjits rif 
cultivation, public servants are expected to abstain from any which would 
iuterest tl1em privately in undertakings with which tbeil· public duty is 
connected (Gorernment of India to Secretary of State, 16th June 1873, 
No. 40, paragraph 6). 

IV. Further, habitual speculation is declared to he an evil in itself (lbid, 
paragraph 7) ; but as such a practice cannot long C'Scape the knowledge of 
Government, it is ]eft to the Government to mark its sense of sueh conduct 
either by witlJholding promotion or in any other way it may deem fit 
(Despatcl1 from Secretary of State, 3ht May 1862, No. 46, paragraph 4). 

10. The question is, whether it is a transgression of any of these rules for 
l\laclras officers to have obtained a concession of land in l\Iysore with a view to 
mining for gold; for if not, it seems hardly necessary to say that, exeept so far 
as such conduct might be indicative of habitual speculation, t!Jere was nothino­
irregular in their agreeing to transfer their conce3sion, or any }Jar! thereof, fo~ 
any mm which it might have become worth in the t'pen market. In discussing 
this question we assume it to be true, as curl'ently reported, that not only 
Colonel Ben"sford, Lut the late Militar-y Secretary to Government (Colonel 
l\liclmel), now retired, a Joint Secretary in the Public ·works Department 
(Colonel Shaw-8tewart, R.E.), the Inspecting Veterinary Surgeon (Mr. Shaw), 
now on leave, and Mr. John Hunter-Blair, a senior Civil Servant of this 
Pre~lueney (now rrtired), held shares in the original concession or acquire(l 
them ~m bs~qucntly by purchase. \Ve haYe no reason to think that a11y other 
Heads Qf Departrm·nts were in any way concerned in the transaction. With 
regnrd to Colonel Shaw-Stewart, we have a!'certained that he purchased a share 
in 1879, and took no part in the management. 

11. 'With regard to the rule first mentioned, we h:we only to say that we have 
not learned that any of the officers referred to, unless perhaps it was Colonel 
Berf'sford, took uny artire part in the manageme11t of the concessionnaires' 
affairs, or in the negotiations for a transfer of their rights. In fact, these 
lwg<.tiations would arpear frolll the question itself to have been conducted in 
England. 
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l2. The next rule does not apply, because the land wns not ob'ained for the 
profits of cultivation. 

13. It is obvious that the investment in question wa,; not one with which tlw 
public duties of any of t.he officers alluded to were in any way connected and 
therefore the third rule is also inapplicable to thH cnsf1. ' 

14. The only rtmnining question is whether there is ~:~ny reason to suppose 
tha~ any of !he office1·s abo\~e mentioned, who still hold public e:nploymtnt, are 
habttuully g1ven to speculatiOn. We have no reason 'vhate,·er to think so at 
pre~ent, but the matter will not escape our attention. 

Fort St. Georg<', 30 January 1883. 

\\' e have, &c. 
(signed) .J.lJ. E. Grant Duff. 

nm,id F. Carmichael. 
II. E. Sullit,un. 

PROCEEDINGS of the GOVERNMENT 01.1' 1\lADRAS. 

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.-9th November 1881, No. 1698. 

Referred to in the foregoing Despatch. 

Read the following Paper:­

(No. :204.) 

From J. D. Sandf()rd, Esq., Officiating Resident in l"iysore, to the Secretary 
to the Governm<>nt of India, Foreign Department, dated Bangalore, 13th 
August 1881, No. 1154-G. 94. 

WITH reference to your letter No. 595 I.-G., dated 20th l\lay 1881, on the 
subject of land granted for mining purposes in 1\Iysore, I have the honour to 
forward copies of corrE>::;pondence that has passed between the Dewun and 
myself in the matter, together with a copy of the rules which the GoTern­
ment of His Highness the Maharaja has issued regulating the grant of mining 
leases. 

2. The Mysore State had proceeded so far in its policy in regard to the 
grant of leases for purposes of mining before the receipt of your letter 
containing the views of the GO\'ernment of lndia, that it was too late to bring 
about-any modification thereof, even if thought desirable. 

Enclosure No. 1. 

From TV. J. Cunningham, Esq., Assistant to the Resident in l\fysorr. to the 
Dewan to His Highness the Maharaja uf l\lysore, dated Bangalore, 28th July 
1881, No. 963-G. 19i· 

I AM directed by the Resident to address you on the subject of leases ~ranted 
. for minin()' purposes in 1\Iysore. The GoYernment 

hom i\fadras Government, to Govunm~nt of Indio, Home f I d' lb ,- , • . d . . 1\.' ···1 • 1 •1 
Revenue, and Agricultural Department, No. 1303, dated 0 11 1::1. 1:1\ mg 1 ecen e a 1 ep01 t, no. Gt·;_ G-, ~-, 
'ith OctoberlBso, nnd Enclosure. dated 24th ft'bruary 1881, from the (late) Clucf 
~0 1\lnrlras Govemn~ent, from the Government of lndin, Commissioner of 1\I t>sore \Yhieh is acce,;sible to 
No. 04, tlnted 13th November l8CO J ' 

· you in the records of the late Ren:·nue St'crdary's 
Office, have now communicated the marginally noted printed papers (herewith 
enclosed for the information of the Go,·ernment of His IJiglme-s the :\Jahnraja) 
showing the principles which have guided the Government of India in gran tin,!!: 
mining leases. 

It 



GOLD :.'JIXI:\G TRA:\S;\CT£0~:; IN l\lYSORE, &c. 7 

It is the policy of the Go\·ernment of India, you will see from these papers, to 
}in1it the area of land wldch may be granted to an applicant for mining 
purposes to 30 acres. In Mysore leases of much more extensive areas of land 
have been granted, and this grant has proved of some advantage to the State in 
consequen~e of tl1e existing mania .of spec~la~in&' in gold mines_; but in the 
opinion of the Government of lncha the ltnutatwn" of area whiCh has been 
adopted by them is m~re calculated to attract bomt fide .companies than the 
grant, of large areas wh1ch tends to encourage land speculatiOn. 

2. The Government of i\Iysore lmving been ·transferred to His Highness 
the Maharaja, the Government of India do not desire to discuss any further 
the tenns upon which the leases for gold mining have been granted, or those 
upon which leases will be grallt.ed iu future; but at the same time I am 
dirP.cted to inform you that the Governor General in Council is of opinion 
that it will be more advan!agt·ous to the State of l\Iysore if the lands which 
are taken up for mining purposes should be worked by sound mining companies, 
and the Resident desires to commend to the Gorernment of Mysore the 
principles set forth in the enclosed ~apers as be~ng more likely to conduce to 
that end, if followed by the 1\lysore Gover:Jment m future grants of land upon 
minincr leases, than those which have hitherto guided its action. 

0 

Enclosure No. 2. 

From C. Rungaclzarlu, Dewan of Mysore, to the Resident in Mysore, dated 
Bangalore, 5th Augu:-t 1881, No .. 40. 

\VrTH reference to your letter of the 28th ultimo, I have the honour, by 
direction of His Highness the Maharaja, to state that the rules which were in 
force in .Mysore under the Chief Commissioner, for the grant of mining leases, 
have been recently considered by His Highness' Government, and. adopted, with 
some minor modifications. A copy of the proceedings on the subject and of 
the modified rules are herewith forwarded for your information. 

2. \Vith reference to the views of the Government of India now communi~ 
cated, I have to state that it is nut the wish of His Highness' Government to 
sacrifice for any immediate advantage the great object of establishing this 
industry on a secure and permanent footing, nor bas His Highness' Govern..:. 
ment derived, as yet, any pecuniary return for the grant of these lands, except~ 
ing in a single instance. The Kolar concessionnaires, as the Government of 
India are aware, obtained their concession before the present rules came into 
force, and under the terms of that concession they sought, and were granted, 
the option of commuting the royalty for a present payment of 55,000 rupees 
per square mile of land, and this sum has recently been paid upon a lease of 
one square mile of land obtained by them out of the 20 miles which they have 
the right to take up; but there i.-; little probability of their adopting this 
commutation for their other grants. ,, 

3. ·with regard to the grant of lands generally for mining purposes, it will 
be seen that His Hi,dmess' Government do not propose to sell the lands for any 
imml'diate consideration, but to lease them out without any immediate payment, 
simply stipulating for the proper working of the mines and for the payment of 
the annual assessment of the land, and a royalty of 5 per cent. on th~ gross 
actual yield. These terms are considered the best calculated to secure the 
permanent interests of the Government, and to afford every encouragement to 
the industry without needlessly trenching on the resources of the mining 
companies l1y any imrllediate payment. · 

4. The only point upon which there is room for any difference of opinion 
is, whether the leases should be given for a block not exceeding a square mile, 
as at present, or should be limited to an area of 30 acres. His Highness' 
Co\'ermucnt would decidedly prefer the gmnt of smaller areas if there were 
applicants fur them, but no applications have yet been received for less than a 
square mile, and the applicants strongly object to the taking up of any smaller 
ext~·nt, mi the ground that the industry is still an experiment, and that they 

61. A 4 cannot 



8 COHRESPONOEKCE RELATING TO 

cannot be expected to under~o the ex1wnse and labour of ex1)lorin(J' f.1r n·ol 1l if ~ 0 ~. • 

nfter they meet with success. tlw gn'ater portion of the la11d in whic:1 the 
recf:s are found is to be given away to otl1us. The fact is, but few g;rants 
appt'Ul' to have been takrn up for the smaller areas even in the Wynaad. The 
minir'g companies have generally llt'gotiated for the purchase of larger areas 
from private ownf'rs, and".vhen they take up Governmrnt lands they evade the 
restriction to 30 acres by taking up more than one block, or by takin(J' up a 
large extent of adjoi11ing land undet• the name of'' adjunct.'' 

0 

5. His Highness' Government i5 aware of the extensive land speculation 11 hich 
is taking place in connection with these leases. The Kolar concessionnaires 
have in some instances sold the lands which they obtainerl from Go\'ernment fur 
nothing, for almost fabttlous price;, the ben~fits of. which are n_eitlwr deril·ed by 
Go,·ernment nor by the compames who wtll ultnnately W<•rk the enterprise. 
The heavy prices thus exacted by the intermediate conce~sionnaires must l<·n.d 
to eventual failure and a reaction against the industry. It is also well knmvn 
that almost all the other applicants who have as yet come for11 anl for these 
leases, and there are a great many of them of all classes and status, have not the 
means· to carry on the enterprise themselves, anrl simply intend to sell the­
land . to English mining companies. It is invidious, if not difficult, for the 
GoYernment to lJ.ttempt any scrutiny into the circumstances of the applica.ntst 
and on the whole it has been considered the best policy, aftt•r bUtficiently 
providing for the interest of Governwent, to give out the lands without any 
needless restl'ictions to all applicants who offer to fulfil the conditions, and this 
must lead to the mania running out its course in the shortest. time. The high 
prices realised by the Kolar conce~sionnaires may, to some extent, be attributecl 
to the exclusive privilege which they had secured, but when it once becomes 
genera1ly known that lands for mining purposes are to be had in the .l\Iysore 
Province for nothing, and a number of applicants who take up the lnnds go 
into the market all at once, the high prices must soon cease to be paiu, and the 
properties will eventually get into the hands of those who are able to work 
thrm without any great cost. It will be seen that the terms pmdde for the 
lessees working the mines without intermission and in the most effectual 
manner, or for their paying a heavy assessment of 5 rupees per acre on the 
land; so that mere speculators will find it too expensive to keep the lands for 
any length of time. 

PRoCEEDINGS of the Dewan to His Highness the Maharaja of l\fysore 
(Revenue),-No. 3674-81-99, dated Bangalore, 3rd August l_SRI. 

Orde1·,-His Highness the Maharaja's Government has had under its 
consideration the rules framed by the late Government, and which are now in 
force, for the grant of mining leases in Mysore, and it accepts the rules as on 
the whole the best and fairest to all concerned. 

2. These rules provide for the payment of the survey assessment 01i the lands 
taken up for the term of 30 years for which the leases !lre granted, unamble 
lands being charged an assessment of 8 annas per acre, together with the usual 
local cesses, and for the payment of a royalty of 5 per cent. on the gross 
proceeds of the metallic ores and of 10 per cent. on those of precious litones. 
Objection has been raised to this royalty as heavy.; but it must be pointed out 
that the royalty originally engaged for by the Kolar concessionnaires was I 0 per 
cent., and that it has since been reduced to 5 per cent. This roy<.lty, which 
takes away only 5 per cent. out of the actual proceeds and leaves 95 per cent. 
to the miners, cannot be burdensome if the yield is at all fairly good ; even if 
otherwise, the royalty levied in proportion to the proceeus must bear less 
heavily than any fixed charge like the assessment of 5 rupees per acre ledetl in 
Madras. It tnU!'lt be borne in mind that the applicants in l\Iysore h;n-e not, as 
in the Wynaad, to pay heavy price:; to the pt·h•ate owners of the lands, hut take 
up the lant.ls, which are mostly waste, without any payment wliatever. 

3. The fact is that the high prices which the Kolar conccssionnaires rmlisP1l 
in some instances for their lands, fot· wl1ich they themselves had to pay not bing· 

to 
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to the Government, has given room to the apprehension that the Government, 
in not securing to itself these high prices for the lands, is needlessly sacrificing 
its interests in the matter. His Highness' Government is, however, satisfied 
that the existing arrangement is on the whole the soundest,-that the ac:tion of 
Go,'ernment jn the matter should not be influenced by any exceptional cases, 
and. that in freely giving out lands to all applicants without any payment, the 
mining companies ought, on the whole, to be enabled to obtain their lands 
without any needless expenditure, and without trenching on the funds which 
would be properly devoted to working the enterprise; and that the Government 
doei' best in looking for its income to a royalty or share in the actual proceeds 
of the mines. 

4. There are, however, n few minor points in the rules which require modi­
fication in dew to removing all interference with the free eujoyment and use or 
the lands by the leaseholders according to their convenience. Hule XII. pro­
vides, in the event of any transfer of the tenure by the leaseholder to others, 
for the payment to Government of a fine equal to 10 per cent. on the amount 
or tl1e consideration involved. This rule has been introduced with the view of 
sc·curing to Government a share in the large prices supposed to be realised by 
the lea~eholders by the sale of the lands, but the provision is easily evaded by 
:fictitious sales for nominal prices in the first instances upon which alone the 
fine is leviable; and, further, it cannot he just for the Government tD claim 
any share in the benefit of the outlay incurred by the leaseholders for prospect­
ing and other arrangement" in connection with the land. For the reasons 
already given, His Highness' Government resolves to cancel this rule and to 
gire up the fine. 

5. The provision made in Rule XL for the reversion, on the expiry of the 
lease, of the lands with the buildings, seems not <1uite fair. It will suffice to 
provUe for the reversion of the lands free of any claims on account of buildings 
left standing on the lands or on any -other account leaving it to the leasehol<h·r 
to remove the buildings or arrange for their sale to Government. The rule 
will be accordingly mot.lified. 

G. The provision made in Rule X. for re5uming the lease, in the event of the 
lessee causing any annoyance or obstruction to any class of persons or Govern­
ment officials, is vague and too sweeping. But as the penalty is not to be 
resorted to except on due notice, and, in default of satisfactory explanation 
within six months, the rule can be retained without any harm to provide against 
any unforeseen circumstances. 

7. Rule IY., which requires that the lessee should carry on operations in the 
best and most effectual manner without intermi~sion, is necessarily indefinite. 
In Madras a certain number of workmen for a certain area is required to be 
maintaiJJed, hut this is properly objected to as arbitrary. His Highness' Go­
vernment is of opinion that a self-adjusting- arrangement can be made by pro­
viding that, after the expiry of the first two years which will be required to 
import machinery and arrange for the working·, the Government reserves to 
itself the option of levying in any year in lieu of the royalty an assessment 
of 5 rnpees per acre, in the event of its not being satisfied with the working or 
its results. 

8. It is also considered necessary, in order to shut out applicants without 
means from applying, to require that each application should be accompanied 
by a deposit of 1,000 rupees as a security for the proper fulfilment of the enga.~e- · 
ment. 'fh1s will apply to all applicants to whom Ie.1ses have not vet been 
.~ranted. This small deposit, whilst deterring persons without means from 
sending in applications on mere speculation, cannot occasion any perceptible 
inconvenience to applicants who really wish to embark on the enterprise and 
are capable of carrying out the engagement. 

9. The rules, as modified above, will be published in the Gazette in 
:mpersession of the previous rules. They do not apply to the Kolar conces­
sionnaires. 

C. Rungacharla, Dewan. 

B 
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NoTIFICATION. 

In supersession of previous rules, the following rules are sanction~'cl by Hi;;; 
Highness the Maharaja for the grant of mining leases in 1\'Iysore. They do not 
apply to the KoL•r concessionnnires. 

Leases of land for mining purposes will be giren on the following condi­
tions:-

I.-Each leasP will Le limited to a block not exceeding one square mile 
in ·area, and will be given for a term of 30 years according to priority of 
application. Applications for more than one block from the same appli­
cant will be ta!.en into C'Jnsideration if there are no other applicants, and 
if no o~h~r objection exists. 

II.-The lessee is to make his own arrangements with the h<~lclers of 
Gon·rnment occupied assessed aud inam lands, iu regard to entering upon 
or obtaining possession of them. 

IlL-The lessee is to pay to Government the annual assessmrnt, as now 
existing or as hereafter revised by any survey, on all the arabi.:: lands, 
occupied or waste, and the jodi or quit rent on any inam lands, HS well as 
an assessment of eight annas per acre on all the unarable lands which may 
be included within the limits of the lease, together with all local cesses ancl 
other taxes or rates of every description, payable in respect of the premises 
or lands comprised in the block, or of buildings or works e1·ected therein. 

IV.-Tite les~ee is to pay a royalty of 5 per cent. on the gross proceeds 
of all gold, meta.llic ores, coal, and other substances of a mE'rchautable 
nature, which shall have been dressed, Ciushecl, and made merchgntable, 
and of 10 per cent. on the salealJle value of all precious stones fouud in the 
selected block, clear of all deductions whatever. 

V .-The lessee is to search and mine for gold, &c., throughout the term 
of the lease in the best and most effectual manner without intermission, 
except when prevented by inevitable accident. But after the expiry of the 
first two yE-ars of the lease, the Gowrnment reserres to itself the option of 
levying in lieu 'of the royalty an assessment' of 5 rupePs per acre, in the 
event of its not being satisfied with the working or its results for any years 
of the lease. 

VI.-The lessee is required to keep regular accounts and plans and maps 
of the mines and workings, which are to be ·open to inspection by Go\'ern­
ment officers. 

V 11.-G overnment officers are authorised to inspect and examine the 
mines. 

V! H.-The lessee h; to keep all boundary posts in gooJ order, and to fence 
every shaft, pit, or open working. 

IX.-The lessee is not wilfully to close fill up or choke any mine or 
shaft without permission, and not to oblitruct any existing roads, patlts, or 
bye-ways on the land. 

X.-'l'he Government are authorised to recover any arrears of rent by 
distraint and sale of property belonging to the lessre, and in th~ even~ of 
the breach of any of the covenants on the ,-,art of the leseee or of Ius rau:mg 
any annoyance or obstruetion to any class of perso~s or Go:'ernment officm!s, 
the Government can cancel tl1e lease on due notice and 111 default of ~ntis­
factory explanation within six months. 

XI.- In the event of the lessee not desiring a renewal of thl' lt'ase 011 

such terms as tlie Co,ernment may fix, he will 1Je lmund to ddin:r tlte land 
to GoYerment at the expiration of his lease "ith the shnfts and other pre­
mises in good rPpair and working order, together with the lJool\s, map~ 
and plflns, free of any claim on <tccotmt uf buildings or othc·r proJ'<'l'l Y left. 
stHnding on the lands, and he should permit the purcha~e Ly Gon·rnm('llt 
of the buildings, plant, machinery, and fittings at a fair valuation. 

:xrr.-.\n! 
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XII.-Any arrangement for commuting the royalty by a present pay­
ment of a lump sum as is sanctioned to the Kolar concessionnaires will be 
specially considered in each case ; bu~ th~ Government does not undertake 
to allow such commutation necessanly m every case; nor to grant every 
application for a lease as a matter of course. 

XIII.-No lease will be granted until the applicant deposits a sum of 
1,000 rupees as a security for the proper fulfilment of the engagement. 

p. Rungacharlu, Dewan. 
Bano-alore, 26 Julr J 88 L u • 

No. l 173 I. G. 

CoPY forwarded to the Revenue and Agricultural Department for information, 
in continuation of the endorsement }rom this office, No. 596 I. G., dated the 
20th May 1881. 

Simla, 20 September 1881. 

(By Order.) 

(signed) .A. J.liartindale, 

No. 28. 

Assistant Secretary to the 
Government of India.· 

CoPY with copy of the endorsement from the Foreig;n Department, No. 596 
L G., dated the 20th May last, forwarded to the Government of Madras for 
information. 

Simla> ll October 1881. 

(By Order.) . 

(signed) J. Ilolclerness, 
Officiating Under Secretary to the 

Government of India. 

Enclosure. 

MINEHALS, May 18l::H. 

From C. Rungaclwrlu, Esq., c.I.E., Secretary to the Chief Commissioner of 
::\Iysore, Tievenue Department, to the Under Secretary to the Government 
of India, Foreign Department; datecl Bangalore, 24tlt February 1881, 
t{ o. 68:26-142. 

IK reply to your letter No. 100 I. G., dated 22nd ultimo, I am directeu by 
the Chief Commissioner to state that the Kolar concessionnairc'S have sold 
portions of tbe leasehold of 20 square miles g·uaranteecl to them for mining 
purpn:;es in the Kolar District, and are negotiating the sales of other portions 
to C'J:npanics in England and in India tor very large prices. As the conces­
sionnaires are urgent to obtain the leases promptly in orde1· to enable them to 
effect the snles, any revision of tl1e wordi11g of the lease which has already been 
a~rcecl upon between them and the Local Go,·ernment i3 now precluded. 
::\Jorcover, th,~ necessity for any such revi::oion in their case is dispensed ''"ith by. 
a prcpu:·<tl mnde by tl:e conccssiunnuires and acceded to by the Chief Commis-

to cumrnute the dairus of the Government to royalty ancl rent by 
] 1 rC'~'Cllt paym 'llt of G5,000 l'UlJecs per square mile, the cencessio:mnirc5 b::ing 

(J l • n 2 allowecl 
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allowed onC\ year's time from the date of the lease to avail themselves of this 
commutution. 

2. The above arrangement was entered into under the followin,. circum­
stances. In the agreement first executed, whilst a royalty of 5 per

0 
cent. was 

provided, a promise was also made that, in the t•vent of the Government of 
India fixing a low rate of royalty for British territories, the 5 per cent. royalty 
stipulated for would be reduced to a similar amount. The term8 of the lease in 
I3ritish tt>rritories, however, have been fixed upon ''ery different principles. 
providing for no royalty at all, but for an asse~sment of 5 rupees pPr acre: 
Under the circumstances of the case, the Chief Commissioner found it ne<.:es:;arv 
to offer to the COnCt'SSionnaires the option 0f taking up the land:> Oil an assess­
meut of 5 rupees per acre instead of the royalty, with propet• guarautees for 
payment of the ass('ssment on the whole area of the lease, and for the whole 
term of 30 years. This guarantee was considered necessary, as without it the 
assessment would not be a fair equivalent for the royalty, especially where the 
gold vdns, though rich, are superficial, and such as could be worked out in a 
few years. 

3. The rate of 5 rupees per acre gives an annual assesBment of 3,200 rupees 
per square mile, and the 55,000 rupees for which the concessiounaires are 
allowed the option of commuting the 1·oyalty within one year, represents the 
present worth of an annual assessment of 3,200 rupees for a p('riod of 30 years. 
Such a large present payment must be disadvantageous to a company workin"' 
the mines in their own interest, and cannot be preferable to a royalty of 5 pe~ 
cent. payable only on the actual yield. But as the concessionnaires are sellinO' 
the lease!Jolds for high prices, they may find that the compounding of th~ 
royalty enables them to effect better sales, aud the arrangement is, at the same 
time, not disadvantageous to the Government. 

4. With regard to other applicants :6Jr mining rights, the terms of lea5e 
already submitted have, with an important addition, been stipulated lor, and 
when hereafter drawing up the lease in detail, the suggestions made by the 
Go\'ernm('nt of India for defining the manner in which the out-put from the 
mines is to be valued, and on other point~, will be borne in mind. These points 
require to be determined after discussion with the individual applicants. 

5. The addition referred to t•elates to a limitation which it hns been ft>tmd 
desirable to impose on the transfers of the leases. The leases in themselves do 
not carry with them the right to alienate; and as a check upon persons taking up 
lands for speculation, it has been thought propel' tu provide for a fine equal to 
10 per cent. on the amount of the consideration for which the transfer is 
made. 

6. A number of applications for lands on the above terms in different parts 
of the province has bel:'n recein~cl, chiefly li.·om coffee planters and English 
houses of agency in Madras. The applicants cannot in any case be said to 
possess special mining experience, and would seem to take up the lands with the 
object of negotiatin1r with mining companies and capitalists in England ; and 
the Chief Commissioner saw no reason to refuse these applications so loug as 
the revenue interests of the Government are properly secured. The present 
stage of speculation must· pass away, and the mines must get into the hands of 
regi1lar sound working companies before the actual conditions and requirl:'ments 
of the mining enterprise in the province can be satisfactorily inquired into and 
ascertained. Meanwhile, the terms laid down are such as sufficiently secure the 
intere~ts of the Government. A copy of these terms is herewith forwarded. 

MEMORANDUM. 

The following are the terms upon which applications for mining leases will uc 
granted by the Mysore Go>·ernment until further orJers. 

2. Exclusive rights for prospecting will not be giYen as a rule. When 
granted on special grounds they will be given. only over defined areas of limited 
extent nncl for a period not exceeding six month!>. 

:3. Lct~cs 
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:J. Le:a~<:s of !.mel for mining purposes will be giT"en on the following 
conditions: 

I. Each lease "ITill be limitEd to a block not exceeding one !!quare mile 
in area, and will be gi ren for a term of 30 years, according to priority of 
application. Applications for more than one block from the same applicant 
will be taken into consideration if there are no ether applicants and if no 
uther objection exists. 

II. The le:;see is to make his own arrangements with the holders of 
Government occupied, a~~essed, and inam !ands, _in regard to entering upon 
or obtaining possession of them. · 

III. The lessee is to pay to GoT"ernment the annual assessment, as now 
existing-, or as hereafter re,·i..;Pd by any survey, on all the arable lands, 
occupi~d or waste, and the jodi, or quit rent on any inam lands, as well as 
an a!'sessment of eight annas per acre (In all the unarable lands which 
may be included within the limits of the lease, together with all local cesses 
and other taxes or rates of every description, paya!Jle in respect of the 
premises or lands comprised in the block, or of buildings or works erected 
thereon. 

IV. The lessee is to search and mine for gold, &c., throughout tbe term 
of the lea~e, in the best and most effectual manner, without intermission, 
except when preT"ented hy inevitable accide!lt. 

V. The lessee is to pay a royalty of 5 per cent. on the gross proceeds of 
all gold, metallic ores, coal, and other substances of a merchantable nature, 
which shall haYe been dressed, crushed, and made merchantable, and of 10 
per cent. on the saleable value of all precious stones found in the selected 
block, clear of all deductions whate,·er. . 

VI. The Jes~ee is required t0 keep regular accounts and plans and maps 
of the mjnes and workings, which are to be open to inspection by Gorern­
ment officers. 

VII. Government ufficers are authorised to inspect and examine the 
mines. 

VIII. The lessee is to keep all boundary posts in good order, and to fence 
every shaft, pit, or open working. 

IX. The lessee is not wilfully to dose, fill up, or cLoke any mine or shaft 
without permission, and not to ub~truct any exhting roads, paths, or bye· 
ways on the land. 

X. The GoT"ernment are authorised to recoT"er any arrears of rent by 
distraint and sale of property belonging to the le:.-see, and, in the e...-ent of 
the brfach of any of the covenants on the part of the lessee, or of his 
causiug any annoyance or obstruction to any c]ass of persons or Go\·ern· 
rncnt dficials, the Government can cancel the lease on due notice and in 
def'ault of satisfactory explanation ·within six months. 

XI. In the e...-ent of the lessee not desiring a renewal of the lease, he 
1vill be bound to deliver the land to Gorernment at the expiration of his 
lea.~e, v:ith the :::hafts, buildings, and other premises in good repair and 
\';r)rking order, together with the books, map:S and plans, and also to permit 
the purchase by Gon:rnment of the plant, machinery, and fittings at a fair 
valuation. 

XII. The lease i:; grauted to the applicant and his heirs only. It may 
be made alienable on J;ayment of a fine equal to J 0 per cent. on the 
amount of the consideration for which the transfer is made. 

(By Order.) 

(si.~ned) C. Rungaclwrlu, 
Secretary to the Chief Commissioner 

of :.Iysore, Rerenue Department. 

BJ 
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From A. C. Lyall, Esq., Secretary to the Government of India, Foreio·n 
Department, to the Resident at .My~ore, dated Simla, :.Wth :\lay 18tH. 

0 

1 AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your ietter, dated the :.?4th Feb­
ruary 1881, regartling leases of Janel granted for mining purposL·s in .:\Iysore. 

2. It appears that leases of extensive areas of land in the Kolar District 
have been granted upon the terms described in the previous letters of the Chief 
Commissioner, and that in consequence of the existing mania for speculating in 
gold mines, the grant of these leases has proved to Le a source of considerable 
profit to the State. As the Administration of Mysore has now been transferred 
to His Highness the Maharaja, it will not he necessary for the Go,·ernment of 
India to discuss any further the terms upon which the.se leases have been 
granted, or upon wldch leases will be granted in future. 

3. At the same time I am to remark that it will be iu your power to advise 
Frvml\fadras Government to Govern~ent oflndia Home His Highness tlJe Malmraja upon this subject, and 
Revenue, and AgriculturaiDep!ll'trnent, No. 130!), dated with this object I am to call your attention to the 
'ith October !880, and enclosures. . . enclosed COl)\' of correspondence showinrr the 
To Madras Government, from Government of Ind•a, Ho!Ile • . J • • • o 
Revenue, and Agricultural Department, No. 04, dated con~htwns upon whtch 1t has been con~tdered expe-
13th No1·ember 1880. dient to grant mining leases within British India. 

From paragraph 2 of the notification you will see that it is the policy of the 
Government of India to limit to 30 acres the area of lcmcl which may be granted 
to an applicant for mining purposes. In the opinion of the Governor General 
in Council such a limitation is more calculated to attract bond fide companies ; 
while the larger grants ofland made in l\lysot·e appear to hwe t·esultecl in a 
system of land speculation such as is described in paragraph 6 of you1· letter 
under reply. 

~fbcel!aneous. 

4. The Governor General in Council is of opinion that it will be more 
advantageous to the State of l\Iysore if the lands which are taken up for mining 
purposes should be leased by regular and sound working companies, and I am 
to instruct you that in ·advising His Highness the Maharaja on this mbject, 
you should be guided by the conditions prescribed for mining leases 'l"l'ithin 
British India. 

No. 596-I. G. 

CoPY of correspondence forwarded to the Home, Revenue, and Agri~:ultural 
Department, for information. 

N'o. 205. 

Order thereon, 9th November 1881, No. 1698. 

Communicated to the Board of Revenue. 

(True Extract.) 

To the Board of ReYenuc. 
(signed) C. G. Master, 

Secretary to Go,·ernm(·nt. 
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GovERNMENT OF MADRAS-REVENUE DEPARTMENT-lEt December 1882. 

No. 1357. 

Read, again paragraph 5 of G. 0., 15th October 1881, No. 1538. 

Paragraph .5. The general subject· ·of public servant:; holding lands is under 
the consideration of Go\'ernment. 

Read, also the following tel<>gram from the Government of India, Revenue 
and Agricultural Department, to the Secretary to Government, Revenue 
Department, dated Simla, 29th September 1882 :-

,, Your telegram of 27th regarding acquisition of land by Government 
servants. Gov~;>rnment of India are averi3e to any alteration of existing Orders.'' 

Order, crated 1st December 1882, No. 1357, 'Revenue. 

Resolved, that a copy of the annexed rules now in force relating to the acqui- Miscellaneous. 
sition of bnd by Covenanted Civilians:, Military Officers in civil employ, and all 
persons holding offices ordinarily held by officers of these classes, be republished 
in the "Fort St. George Gazette" for the information and guidance of all 
officers concemed. · 

2. Ordered also, that a copy of the rules be furnished to every officer, whose 
name now appears in tile list of members serving in any of the capacities 
specified in the foregoing paragraph, for information and guidance. Further, a 
copy will be furnished by the Chi< .. f Secretary to every Junior ur Probationary 
Civilian on his arrival in India, or on his appointment, respectively. A receipt 
will be given for the paper, and recorded in the Government .Office. The Head 
of every Civil Department sl1all hand a copy (a) to every Military Officer joining 
the Department, anct take a receipt from such officer; also (b) to every person 
appointed to any office in his Department which is ordinarily held by a Cove­
nanted Civilian or a Military Officer. ·where a person not being a Covenanted 
Civilian is appointed to be the Head of a· Department ordinarily presided over 
by a Covenanted Civilian or a Military Officer, the paper will be furnished to 
him, and his receipt for the same taken charge of~ by the Secretary to Govern­
ment in the proper branch. 

3. Every officer afl'ected by this Order will submit to Government, through 
the Board of Revenue OI' the Head of his Department, as the case may be, a 
yearly return describing exactly his interest in landed property within the 
Presidency, or the Feudatory States under the supervision of the Governor in 
Council, 2nd will also declare that no land is held for him by any one else. 

(True Extract.) 

(signed) E. F. TVehster, 
To the Chief Secretary to Government. Secretary to Government. 

, Secretary to Government, Military Department. 
, Secretary to Government, Public 'lvorks Department. 
, Private Secr~tary to His Excellency the Governor. 

To all l\1 embers of Covrnanted Civil Service. 
, Military Officers in Civil employ. 

To the Board of Revenue. 
, Settlement n~partment. 
, Supel'intendent of Revenue Survey. 
, Conservator of Forests. 
, lnam Commissioner. 
,, Commissioner of Salt Revenue. 
, Superintendent, Government Press. 

61. B 4 

• 
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No. 241. 

REVENUE.-14th January 1862. 

NoTIFICATION. 

The follo.wing Orders, passed by the Most .Honourable the Secretary of State in 
Cou~cll, on the subJect .of the posse,;sw~ of landed property in India br 
pubhc servants, are pubhshed for general mformation :- · 

I.-Extract from the l\Iost Honourable the Secretary of State's Despatch 
No. 22, dated the lOth August 1861. ' 

1. I have had under my consideration in Council your Excellency's letters, 
dated th~ 25th, 26th, and 31st ~ctober 1860 (Nos. 37, 38, and a9), and 8th 
March (No.5) 1861, on the subJect of the possession of landed property in 
India by the public servants of the State. 

* * • * • 
4. I have carefully considered in Council the entire subject, and I am now 

prepared on the part of Het• Majesty's Government to lay down the fullowino­
rules for .Y?~r future guid~nce. I shou~d premise that thes~ rules refer only t~ 
the acqulSltwn or possession of lands mtended to be apphed to aO'ricultural 
purposes, and are not to be construed to include lands occupied merel~ bv build· 
ings for residence and their usual appurtenances. " • 

5. Officers of the Covenanted Civil Service are at liberty to acquire and 
posse~s lands anywhere out of the Presidency to which they are attached, but 
are absolutely precluded from holding lands within their own Presidency. 

* ~ ~ * * 
6. Regimental Military Officers may hold lands in any part of India, with the 

distinct understanding, however, that a Military Officer possessing land will be 
disqualified for temporary employment in any civil capacity in the district 
within which his land is situated; but Military Officers who are placed in 
permanent employment in the ch-il administration must, like the Officers of the 
Covenanted Service, be prevented from holding land in the Presidency to any 
.part of which they may be sent. 

"EiTRACT from the Most Honourable the Secretary of State's Public Despatch, 
No. 46, dated 31st May 1862. 

* * * * * 
Para. 2. You will have learned from my Despatch to the Government of 

Bombay, dated the 8th April last, i\ o. 11, that, in connection with the Orders 
of that Government of the 26th Novembe1· 1861, relative to the case of public 
officers who might take part in any eompany formed for working the ~old 
Mines in the Dummul Hills, I stated that, " as a general rule, I see no obJeC­
tion to servants of Government holding shares in mining or other companies 
having for their object the development of the re~ources of t~lC country; and 
the only restdction I think it necessary to impose Is, that public sen·ants shall 
take no part in the manaO'ement of such institutions, and shall not be employed 
in the districts where the 

0
operations of the company be carried on." 

3. With the exception of the concluding prov~so, th~t no public officer shall 
be employed iu any district where any company m whtch h~ holds shares, n~ay 
earry on its operations, the sentinH·nts above expressed are m accordance w1tl1 
the opinions recorded by Earl Canning nnd the several Members of your 
Council; and, as I think it important that this condition shoulJ be maintained, 
I have to direct that my decision, communicated in the terms abon' quotc,J to 
the Go,·ernment of Bombay, may be made generally applicable, und may he 
published for general information. 

4. Th(·re 
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,1. There can be no doubt as to the great evil of public servants in India 
c1wa~·in0" in speculations in the public funds, or in the shares of joint stock 
co~1p~ani~s ; but I agree in the opinion of Lord Canning that such a practice 
on the part of any offi..cer could not long, csca~e the knowledg~ of GoYernment, 
ami that it would be m the power of Government to mark 1ts sense of such 
coiHluct either by withholding promotion or in any other way it might deem fit. 

ExTHACT from the Most Honourable the Secretat·y of State's Revenue Despatch, 
No. 22, dated 25th November 1862. 

* * * * * 
Para 3. In your letter of the 8th l\fay (No. 10) you request to be informed 

whether a covenanted civilian may hold shares in a joint stock company 
formed for agTiC11ltural purposes, such as tea or coffee cultivation, in Ids own 
Presidency. This question is sufficiently answered in my Public Despatch of 
the 31st .May (No 46, 1862), which you would have received shortly aftl'r the 
date of your referem~e. 

4. As regards the question whether a covenanted l\Iadras civilian may hold 
land in J\Iysore, Coorg, Cochin, o1· Travancore, I agt·ee with yam Government 
in viewing with disapproval the holding by covenanted chil servants of lttnds 
in Nathe statrs; and I consider tl1at the same objection applies to the holding 
of such lands by milita1·y officers in the actual service of the Crown in India . 

.i. The right of officers, civil or military, to hold shares in the agricultural 
companies operating in ~ati\'e states may be regulated by the same rules as 
apply to their holding shares in similar companies within the British territories. 

Read, The following Endorsement of the Unde1· Secretary to the Gm·ernment 
oflndia, dated Home Department, Revenue, 21st i\ugust 1863, No. 5275 ~-

Read, TlJe following Despatch from the Right Honourable Sir C. "\Vood, 
Dart., Secretary of State for India (Revenue), to his Excellency the Hight 
Honourable the Governor General of India in Council, dated India Office, London, 
!:lth July 1863, No. 17:-

:.\Iy L(jrd, 
l. I haY~ h~d u~der my consideratio.n in Council the !etter from your 

Excellency m Cuun.CII, dated th.e 29th .Arr_tl last (No: 9);relabve to the holdmg 
of lands by public officers m 1 ndw, m territories not under the direct 
~overeignty of the Crown. 

2. The insertion of Coorg among such territories was an inadrertence 
arising doubtless from the circumstance that that district is for reasons of con~ 
venience, administered by the Commission of Mysore. ' 

_ :~. You have correctly interp:eted the ~rders conveyed in my Despatch of the 
2.)th N ovcmber last (No. 22), m considerin()' that the case of the surgeon of the 
:..I~sore Cor:n.rnission. must be governed by the general rule which prohibits both 
t1nl and md1tary officers from holding lands in Native states. 

NOTIFICATION. 

Fort William, Home Department, the :2 ht August 186:3, No. 526:J • 

.. ~ · • U ~der the ... ordera of the Secretary of State, published in the ''Calcutta 
(Jctze:,te of th~ 11th .Ja~uary J 8G3,* public otlicers in India are prohibited from 
lwlr~m~ lands m terntoncs not under the direct soverein·nty of t11c Crown such 
;,:; '· fll ysore, Coorg, Cochin, or Travancorc." ;::, ' 

() 1 • C 2. Tlte 

• Notif,ca(i,ll, i:io. 
~83, dated H;tlt 
January JUG:.l. 
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2. The inclu~ion of the territory of Coorg in the lbt of Native states above 
mentioned was an inadvertence, Coorg being British territory, thou •h adminis­
tered for reasons of convenience by the Commissioner of Mysure. ,., 

(signed) E. C. Bayley, 
Secretary to the Government of India. 

' .No. 13-467. 

Ex'IRACT from the Proceedings of the Govemment of India in the Home 
Dl'partment (Public),-under date Forl William, the 13th Febi'Uary 1874. 

Read, The subjoined extracts from a correspoudence with Her l\Iajt>sty's 
Secretary of State for India, on the subject of the holding of lanJ by Govern­
ment servants in India, and of other investments :-

Extraet, paragraphs 3 to 8, of Daspatch to the Secretary of State, No. 40, 
dated the 16th Juue 1873. 

* * * * * 
Para. 3. The main rule which we pr•lpose to alter is that which deals with 

the holding of land in India by covenanted civilians aud by military officers in 
ciYil employ. The general rule now .is that no such civil officer may hold land 
within his own Presidency. The correspondence which has only just. ended, 
rah;ed the point whether officers belonging to the Financial Department, who 
are liable to serve in any Presidency or Province, are debarred under this mle, 
or 1mder any other, from holding land anywhere in India beyond their own 
Presidency. And the reply of the Secretary of State, in hi~ Despatch, margi-

'-' No. 74, dated 15th nally cited,* was that the prohibition (imposed by the general l'lll•! above 
December 1866. quoted) does not apply to district» in wldch officers of the Financial Depart­

ment may be temporarily serving, outside the limits of the Presidency to which 
. they were originally appointed. By the wording of this reply the ruling which 

it conveyed applied only to the case of the Financial Department, but the 
jJl;·~~~6~at~d 13th letter 1' li·om this Government, which submitted the cast>, had pointed out that 

" under the literal terms of the rules it is clear that a Bengal civil sen·ant may 
ordinarily acquire and hold land in British Burmah." And, though the answer 
from the Secretary of 8tate may ue understood to assume that an offict>r con­
nected with the Local Administration of a Province outside the limits of his 
original Presidency is forbidden by the spirit of existing rules from holding 
land within that Province, yet this important construction is not positively laid 
down either in the Despatch from the Government of India, or in the Se<'retary 
of State's reply to it.· Practieally, and especially in delicate and closely-con­
te~ted cases, a rule is only effective within the range of its literal meaning. 
And the literal meaning of the general rules which curtail the right of covenanted 
and commissioned civil officers to acquire land is still only this, that the land 
must not be within the Prebidency to which they were first appointed. Thus 
an officer who, like an Accountant General, may be sent to serve in any 
Province or Presidency, or who, like a Secretary to the Government of India 
or Member of the Supreme GIJVemment; may be officially connected with all 
Provinces, is only debarred by the haphazard of his first appointment fi·om 
holding land in one particular Presidency, whether he be actually serving in it 
or not. Nor is it absolufely certain, according to.the letter of the rules (though 
according to their spirit there may be no doubt), that the present Chief Com­
missioner and Judicial Commissioner of British Burmah, being both Bengal 
civilians, are incapable of holding land in that Pwvince, which is separate from 
the Bengal Presirlency. · 

4. We l1ave determined that it is expedient to remove these doubts and 
inconsistencies by amending the rules, so as to bring them back into direct 
correspondence with their original objects and motives. The reason why 
cert~in officers in civil employ were forbidden to hold land in their own 

~ S<e D~p~tch of Presidency are+ (I) because their attention mirrht be diverteJ from public to 
:::>upreme hovern· • b . + . . O. 1 
ment to Secretary pr.tvate usmess to the detriment of public busmess; and (2) because t 1ey 
of State, No. G, dated m1ght use (or b~ suspected of uc::inO') their official influence unduly for their 
2nJ AprillBUO. ~ :;, ' own 



c:~n Lellt:5t <:r:d t0 the c1i~ach-antaze of others, in the management of their 
e:states. B11t the•e reason~ ob·dous1.r a~ ply with equiralent force IThere\er _an 
c,5cer holds land ancl public office in the s:1me Pronnce; \rl.erefore ":e. d·'SI:e 
to )"'a~S the plain rule that hencefonvard no ?fficer ( CO\~r:antec! 01' m1h~ary Ill 
ci1il tcmtloy) shall hold land in a Pro,ince. "ITlth the adm1mstratwn of wl~1ch. L.e 
h in anv manner connected. If this rule 1s approved, then the afdresaF1 c1nl 
officers ·\,ill be precluded from taking office \Thic.:h giws any sort uf juri:diction 
o.-er anr part or a Prorince within which they may hold land, and ( connrsely) 
from holdincr or acc1uirina- land within the territorial limits of the Pronnce in " .:;:, 
1-rhich ther maY he Eernn:t, temporarily or r:ernJanently. In fact they must 
choose, Uf•(,ll any transfer or fresh appointment which l'J.iS~S th:! dile~ma, 
betiTeen holding office and holding lund; they cannot hold both m one Pronnce. 
But we do not ITish to give the new rule retrosv:ctive effect, or to make it 
interf;:-l e l'ith tl:e right of 'Chil ufiicers to keep land which they haY"e already 
acqu:red UtH~er the permi:::sion gi,en b)' preceding rf'gulation~, though, in the 
erent of promotion to high administrative po;;itions, such officers may be 
expected to take an ear1r opportunity of conforming to the general rule in force. 
And it :-hou1d be bere noted that we propo,;.e to retain, for the purposes of 
the:::e ru1es, the definition of land-holding "IThich was framed by Sir C. Wood,* 0 Despatch, lOth 

"ITbereb,- it is taken to n~ean only the acquisition of land intendedfJr culti\ation, August 1861• 

not of iz,ncl cccupied by buildings for residence. "'Lether land can be held for 
commercial speculation is a different question, whi..:h "ITe touch upon toward the 
entl of tbi.3letter. 

5. \Ye are aware that the effect of the broad rule which we haYe now pro­
pu:::ed \\ill be to hamper greatly any sare im-estment in land in India by officers 
wbo are liable to ::erve in diffl-rent Pre:;:idencies and Pronnces. And "ITe admit 
tLat it n:mt operate to di:::courDge cidl office;s generally from makin~ these 
im-e3tment3 anywhere, for the land must always be hE:ld at a considerable 
distc.nce and on a precarious tenure, ~ince in these days traw~fer.s from one 
Pre~icLncy or Pro-vince to another are much less rare than formerly. Nor do 
'We m·erlook the argummts, often urged heretofore, that the-re is some actual 
::.cln:unage rn n:sociating under < ue precautLn official posicion with landed 
intere•t in the tountrr. rut it bas l0ng been decided that these consiilerations 
are more than counterb;;lanced by _ ..... the disachanta~es accompanyin~ the 
pc·:::::e~sion (·f land in a Pronnce by officers 1\ho belong to its ciril adminhtra­
tion. This being the ca~e, "ITe feel the necessity tJf making one plain rule that 
shall 1 e logical and consistent; and 1\e obser'e that the extt?n':'ion 1\hich we 
pror~se to gire to the prc.hibiting rule already in force, \\ill only affect com­
pc,r<itJreh· small setti(_,ns of the who1e body of tiril officer::. That is, it ITill 
:.iff, ct thoiie only who are liab:e to serve beyond the limiis o~ tl~::' P.:~sidency 
to 1\hich they were first 1.1ppointed, or who mar be officialll.' connected "ITith 
di.::tricts be-yond those limits. It may, if unreservecllv enf~rced, pren:nt a 
mem~er of tbe Supreme GonrnmPnt from holding an'y land at aU in India; 
although "ITe C

1
0 not pledge oursehes to enforce it thus ab~olutelr or without 

n~ akirj g specia.l c::s:certions in cases which are plainly unobjecti~~able. \r e 
proJJuse to bnng under the same catezorr with coYenantet.l cinlians and 
m~litnry u!ficen in civil emplo:r, ~.11 perwns holding offices. ordinarily Leld by 
c5cers ut the3e clasEes. The amended rule "ITill then run to the effect that no 
such civil cfficer shall acquire, or continue to ho~d l<1nd in aor Pro¥ince to 
"Lic:h. he is .ten.poraril_r Ol' permanently appointed, ~r with the ~ch inistration 
cJ \'. L1c:h he 1s concerned. And we intend to preser-ve unchan()'ed all tbe ·other 
rule;; "· bic:h ha1e from time to time Leen passed in restraint "of Iand-holclino­
by cifferez;t cla2ses of r)ublic sen·ants in various situations. " 

6: In. regard to all in\estments other than those in land for the profits of 
<;ult_rn:"ttl' n, \Y~ Lare adopted aud propose to notify the general principle that 
~en ,,rlb of Gorernmmt are expected to abstain from anr inwstment (thouo-h 
of i~~df mlobjec.tiona:)le) \\ hich intnests t!Jem priY"atelr· in affairs or· ' nJ:r­
~z,km~s of the kmd w1th KLich tLeir r;ublic duty is conn(·cted. The principle 
E \Yt li kn'J''· n, and the rea5on=; for it are obnous but we ba-.;-e latterh· found 
cau.~e foe br:liedng that it shc·uld be re-as5::PrteJ rli,stinctlr. • 

. ~·- \re Lr,ve re:ce~JtJ:- !,een askEd to co1rsider the question of .~peculathe 
lr"~:E:~tr,·.E:r.ts by public ufficers, whicl1 is on ~ome sides t·f it cognate to .the 

- J • c 2 s:J bJect 
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subject of this letter; but we take it to be on the whole n different. matter 
requiring differen.t ~reatn:eJ~t. ~or, although we can frame a prec1se rule 
demarcatin"' the linuts w1thm wluch land should or should not be Lehl by 
public serv~nts, and although it is easy to say that a financial officet• must. not 
hold shares in a bank within Ids circle, or a consulting engineer railway shares; 
yet we do not prop0se to go farther, and to attempt any literal dt>finition of 

· the stao-e at which the holding of land or other valuable property becomr:s 
specuhrth·e. We need only remark that while land-holding and other invest­
ments are under eertain conditions forbidden to public servants as a necessary 
precai.ttion against evils (one of which is speculation) that may po~sibly follow, 
habitual speculation by officials is held by us to he an evil in itself. And we 

'have niven tJotice that we reserve to the Goyernment full power to deal strin­
gently with the pt·actice whenever it appears tl) prevail. 

''From Bengal, No. 
JH.5 G., dated 30th 
DecemiJel' 1!!72. 
To Bengal, No.I495, 
!In ted I Oth April 
l8i3. 

8. 'Ve enclose copies of correspondence with the Goverument of Bengal* 
upon the advisability of endeavouring to frame a definition of the term which 
shall include all transactions by a public servant, which a GoYernment may 
properly di~approve. We are of opinion that no such fixed rule of conduct is 
really needed, either by Government or by their officers, for their guidance in 
this matter. 

From C. E. Bernard, Esq., Officiating Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
Appointment Department, toll. L. Dampie1·, Esq., Officiating· Secretary to 
the Government of India, dated Calcutta, the 30th December l8i2, No. 
1445-G. 

Heferring to the Notification of the Government. of India in the Home Depart­
ment, dated 28th August 1872, and published at pag·e 814 of the ''Gazette of 
India'' of the 31st idem, on the subject of prohibiting public officers from 
engaging in speculations in India, I am directed to submit that the N(,tification 
seems to the Lieutenant-Governor to put Local Governments in a position from 
which they may fairly ask to be relieved by a more exact definition as to what 
are the speculations which public officers may, and what they may not, engage 
in. I am to point out that it is notorious that, since the publication of the 
Despatch of 1862, very many .. officers have engaged in· what is commonly 
termed speculation; that is to say, in the days of the Company mania they applied 
fot· allotments in the shares of many companies, real and bubble; they touk shares 
in tea. estates, mines, mills ; sometimes they bought and sometimes they sold. 

2. The Lieu~enant-Goveruor finds it imp•)ssible to draw a line between perma­
nent investments and purchase with a view to resale, it being only a question of 
degree. It can be only said that it was commonly believed that some officers. 
in Calcutta (and it is believed still more in Bombay) went into these things to 
such an extent that they were commonly spoken of in society as much addicted 
to speculation. Yet his Honor is not aware that action was taken or p1·ecise 
rule laid down. Such times may recur, and isolated cases probt1bly do occur; 
many servants of Government still hold shares in many undertakings, public 
and private, and the Lieuter,ant-Governor does not know what is to be considered 
a specul!ltion and what not. 

3. There are, moreover, certain public officers who also engage in prh·nte 
business, e.g., law officers, and some, as the Administrator-General, \\')Jo appar­
ently have a;lways held themselres entitled publicly to serve as directors of 
public companies. 

From A. C. Lyall, Esq., Secretary to the Government of India, to 
C. E. Bernm·d, Esq., Officiating Secre!ar~· to the Govemment of Denzal, 
Appointment Department, dated Fort William, the 10th April 1Si3, l\o. 
1495. 

I AM directed by the Governor-General in Council to>eply to your letter, 
No. 1445-G, dated 30th December last, desiring some definition of tltr term 
"speculation " for use in apr)lvin~r the rule wltich prohibib officers from en~ag-ill'~ 
in it. J ~ ~ '~ " 

:!. The 
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2. The question hf'rC raised by his Honor points evidently to cases ·which 
lie beyond those particular dealings which are already prohibited by rule, such 
as im·cstment in laml within the district to which an officer belongs, connection 
\Yith the manacrernent of any bank or business, ancl other transactions barred 
by Epecific ord~1·. His Honor now inquires whetiirr the Supreme Government 
·would lay ally formal restriction upon speculative investments generally, so as 
to regulate precisely what an officer may or may not do. 

~3. I am to refJly that his Excellency in Council would not attempt to shape, 
for public servants, any such fixed rule of conduct in this matter. If it were 
possible to devise such. a rule, the .expediet~cy of doin~ ~o would }Je. questionabl~, 
for his Excellency believes that, m practice, the spmt of exJstwg orde1·s IS 

beyond mistake,-that it never can be really misconceived by officers in the 
sen·icc, and, therefore, that there cnn be no practical difficulty about enforcing 
these orders as they now ~:;tancl. 

4. The Government of India consider tl1at there exists an essential difference 
between permanent and speculative investments, that the distinction is 011e of 
m oti 1 e, and that the frequency of a man's pmcbase and sales may be, and usually 
is, very O"ood evidence of his motive in effecting them. If an officer habitually 
buys and sells securities of a value notoriously fluctuating, it is clear that he is 
addicted to speculation, and he thereby undoubtedly lays !Jimself open to the 
disapproval of Government, which can be expressed in various ways, and in a 
degree proportionate to the nature of the dereliction. If he engages in such 
pursnits to an extent which attracts public notice and unfavourable remark, w 
that his integrity or his application to Ids public duties is discussed and doubted, 
then he has given rise to a scandal with which the Government will have to 
deal. 

3. His Excellency believes that these general instructions will be found to 
govern nll the cases to which your letter n lludes, and, if so, to those cases they 
may be applied. In regard to officers whose whole time is not at the disposal 
of Government, they are not in precisely the same category with other p11 blic 
servants ; nev<~rtheless, if their behaviour gives rise to scandal, that is, to common 
rumour that they are in any way making private profit out of the opportunities 
given by their official position, iu that event the Govemment can, of course, 
recognise no difference whatever hetwe~n these and other servants of the State. 

ExTRACT, paragraph 4, of Despatch from the Secretary of State, No. 99, dated 
the 26th August 1873. 

* • 
Para. 4. I fully approve of the orders which have been issued by yout· 

Excellency in Council, on the general question of investments by covenanted 
civilians and military oflicers in civil employ. 

RESOLUTION. 

The Governor-Gentral in Council desires tlmt the foregoing extracts be for­
warded to tlte Local Governmc·nts and Administrations, for information and for 
circulation to all officers affected by the present orders, or holding a position in 
'vhich tltey arc likely to be so affected. · 

2. His Excellency in Council is pleased to determine, in continuation of 
preceding orders upon the same subject, tbat covenanted civil senrauts aucl 
military offiecrs in civil employ, and all persons holding civil offices ordinarii} 
lteld l)y covenanted or comrnjssioncd officers of the two classes aforesaid, are 
pl:CJhilJitcd he!tedorwnrd from acquiring or holcliug land within the Prorince 
mtlt the aclnunistration vf wldch they are concerned, whether that connection 
'be rwrmancnt or temporary. This order will not ncccs::;arily tal\c retrospective 
(;jj'(;Ct. 

61. c 3 3. \Vith 
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3. With regard to investments of any kind by public servants, it is herelJy 
notified that the rules ami general principles contained in the 6th and ith }IUra­
graphs of the Despatch to the Secretary of State, and in the enclosures to which 
they refer, will henceforward be acted upon hy the Gorernment, and are to be 
observed by all officers, of every rauk and class, in the puiJlic service. 

Orde~·,-Ordered that a copy of this Hesolution be for11 arded to the several 
departments of the Government of India, to the Local Governments and Adminis­
trations, to the Superintendent of Port Blair and the Nicobar Island;;;, and to 
the Directot·-General of the Archreological Survey of India, for infortLation and 
guidance. 

(True Extract.) 

(signed) A. C. Lyall, . 
Secretary to the Governmtnt of India. 

ExTRACT from the Proceedings of the GoYernment of India in tile 
Home Department (Public)1 dated Fort William, lith March 1882, 
No. 11-426-37 :--· 

Para. 3. As regards the holding of lands the case is ·different, inasmuch 
as members of the Native Civil Service do at the present time in some cnses 
hold land in the Provinces in which they are employed, and it appears unnecessary 
to require them to divest themseh·es of such. land or to prerent them from 

-acquiring additional landed property, provided that certain restrictions are 
observed. In these respects the rules at present applicable to membera uf the 
Covenanted Civil Service may, in the opinion of the Government of Jndia, 
properly be relaxed in the case of m·embers of the Native Civil Service, who 
should be permitted to hold any lands actually in their possession "hen they 
enter the senice of Government, or which may come into their possession 
thereafter by inheritance, gift, or devise, provided that full information in respect 
of such lands is given to the Local Governmeut, which will consider in each 
case whether the fact of an officer holding any particular lands need be a bar to 
his employment in the district wh-ere these are situate. No fresh purchase of 
land should, however, be allowed on thepart of a mtmber of the Native Ciril 
Service without the previous sanction of the J_,ocal Governmeut under which 
he is serving. 

(True Co pie~.) 

. (signed) E. F. Webster, 
Secretary to Government. 
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SPECIAL REGISTER, showing the Particulars of LAND held by CIVlL OFFICERS. 

--~·------,---------r-- ------~---,....--------~------------------------------.-----------------

Na;ue. 

lion. H. E. Sullivan 

Hon. H. Davidson 

3 J. D. Go!Jingham, Esq. 

4 Hon. C. G. Master 

5 H. S. Thomas, Esq. 

6 W. D. Horsle~·, Esq. -

'i F. C. Carr-Gorum, Esq. 

s W, S. Whiteside, Esq. 

R. W. Barlow, ERq. 

Oflicial Desio-nation and 
Stati~n. 

Member of Council 

Fit·st l\fembet· of tho Board 
of Hcvenue. 

District and Session Judge, 
Eellary. 

Chief Secretary to Govern­
ment. 

Second Member of the Boat·d 
of Revenue. 

Collector of Cuddapah 

(Retired) -

Collector ofTanjore • 

CollecforofNilgiris -

Particulars of Land held, and Where. 

1\funicipallimits of Ootacamund -

A few vanls of flower-beds attached to a 
small bungalow on tho Ramaudrug, Bcllat·y 
District. 

25 (twenty-five) shares in the Alpha Gold 
Mining Company. 

Extent. 

75 acres -

Plot of ground forming the appurtenance of 50 acres. 
his house in Ootacamund. 

Land on puttah in the Madanapalle Taluk, 106·23 acres 
Cuddupah District. 

Land on the Kondahs; a house in 85 acres -
l)alamcottah. 

A piece of ground laid out with a vegetable 
garden and nurseries in Palman~r, North 
Arcot District. 

About 1 acre 
puttah. 

on 

REMARKS. 

For building pUI'poses 

Has lent Rs. 101141. 4. 1).1 at 6 per cent. 
interest, to his son, who holds in his name 
about 110 acres near Coonoor. 

The Land is on a ·hill, and is occupied by 
buildings, garden, &c. It was acquired 
:filr the purpuses of a Sanitarium. 

Land is being cleared now, and will be culti­
vated chiefly with Cinchona. 

N one'at present. Will heM rue tile possessor 
of about '2 acres of grassland on the Kundahs 
when :l certain title~deed is issued. 

-z 



Nume. 

10 J. C. Hannyngton, Esq. 

11 P. P. Hutchins, Esq. • 

12 J. B. Pcnuington, Esq. 

13 F. H. Woodroffe, Esq. 

14 H. J. Stokes, Esq. 

1/.j F. Brandt, Esq. -

](l \V, Logan, Esq. • 

17 II. W. Bliss, Esq. 

18 IT. Wigrnm, [sq. 

SPECIAL fiEOISTI:H, showing· th~ Par·ticularsnf I.and held hy Civil omcers-conlillued. 

Official DesiA"nation and 
Station. 

Resident in Tt·avancore and 
Cochin. 

District and Ses~iQn Judgr, 
Madura. 

Particulars of Land held, and Where. 

Land planted with fl'Uit·tl'iles in Salem • 

A house and a gar·dcn attached thereto at 
Fort St. David, Cuddalore, South Arcot 
District. 

Extent. 

25 acres -

2 or 3 acres. 

REMARKS. 

Purchased the land as o. building site for which 
purpose it is eminently adapted. 

Collector of Tinnevelly Dry land at Virapanrliyanpatnam, Tcnkarai 
Taluk, Tinnevell~ Di~trict. 

12·53 acres oit puttah Appurtenant to a bungalow. 

District and Session Judge, 
North Tanjore. 

Collector· of Madura • 

District and Session Judge, 
Trichinopoly. 

Collector of Malabar -

Shareholder in the Kaiser-i-Hind Gold 
1\fining Company, Mysore. 

Ten shares of 1,000 rupees each in the North 
Travancore Land Planting and Agri­
cultural Society, Travuncore. 

Outright interest' in a house in Ootacamund • 

100 act·es of forest· 
land. 

About Ok acres. 

East Hill House and grounds at Calicut, Not gi\'cn. 
Debentures on the Mulabar Club Pt·operty, 
C'alicut Heading Club, and Ootacamuml 
Reading Club. 

Commissioner 
Hevcnue. 

of Salt Property known as " Shedden House" in 32 acres • 
Uotacamund. 

Di~<trict and Session Jurlg-e, 
Coiml•ntore. 

Awury House in Ootncamund, and 800 shares 
(ll.) in. two of the Wynftd Gold 1\Iining 
Compnntes. 

18 acres. 

Partly waste, partly planted with Blue Gums, 
Cinchonas, and other useful Rnd ornamental 
trees, and partly formed into a flower garden. 



I J. D. D. GriLble, Esq. 

F. II. Wilkinson, Esq. 

21 C. W. W. ~Tartin, Esq. 

J. Sturrock, Esq. 

L. A. Campbell, ES!J· 

24 H. B. Grigg, Esq. 

E. Gibson, Esq. 

26 A. T. Arundel, Esq. -

27 H. R. Farmer, Esq. • 

l::iub-CollccJoJ', Sonrh Arcot 

District mul Session Judge, 
South l\lalabar. 

Sub-Collector, 1\.i~tna 

Sub-Secretary, Board of Re· 
venue. 

U mler Secretnrv to Gov()rn­
ment, RevcJ;uo Depart­
ment. 

Director of Public Instruction 

Acting Secretary to the 
Board of Hevenue. 

President, l\f unicipal Com~ 
mission, 1\Iadras. 

Head Assistant Collecto•·, 
Anantapur. 

Eig·ht ~linrrs iu the Cola1' Concession Company 
and 4 J slln res in the North Tmvnncore 
Land Planting and Agricultural Society, 
mul joint interest in two mwll estntcs of 1

1
_ 

2•30 and 75 acres, re~pectively. 

A lease of n garden for one ye'lr in the Salem 
Taluk. 

A house and its compound nt Kodaikanal, 
1\Indura District, 

Twenty-five par·tly paid-up ~hares in the Tal· 
liar Va!ley Plunling Company in Travan­
core. 

Ten 500 rupee slmre~ in n small limited lin· 
bility compnny gToll'ing cinchonas on tl1e 
N11giris. 

" llaikie " property at Ootucamund; I 0 
shares of 1,000 rupees each in North Tra­
vaneMc Land Planting and Agl'ieultural 
Society ; 25 shures of 500 rupees each in 
Talliar Plauting Company; 10 shares of 
500 rupees each in Ootacamund Cinchona 
Planting Association, nnd two Debentures 
in the Pavilion, Ootacamuml, ''alue 500 
rupees each. 

Plot of dry land at Trunukonua, Anuntaput· 
Di8tl'ict, held on puttah. 

Between Bishopsdown andFernhill, within the 
municipal limits ofOotaeamund; 10 shares 
in the North Travnncoro Land Planting and 
Agricultural Society, and 25 shares in the 
1'ulliur Valley Planting Company. 

A few shares in two Spinning and W caving 
Compnnff's, 

37 acres -

10 UCI'CS • 

28 acres. 

A bout two acres on 
puttah. 

20 acres • 

Explunation called for. 

The Icusc terminates in OctoLeJ· 1882. 

For a hot weather residence, 

Acquire(! for a g-arden. 

A house is being built on this land. 



. SPECIAL REGISTER, showing the Particulars of Land held by Civil Officers-continued. 

- Official Designation and Extent'. HEM ARKS, No. Nume. Station. Particulars of Land held, and Where, 

28 G. Stoke~, Esq. • . . Deput;t Superintendent of Scrip of a limited liability Joint Stock Com· -
·Census. pany in this Presidency and in Travancore. 

29 R. S. Benson, Esq. . - Special Assistant Collector, Four shares, of l ,ooo rupees each, in the· North -
Nilgiris. . ·Travancore Land Plan tin~ and Agricultural 

Society in Travancore, and 25 shares, of &00 
rupees each, in the Talliar Valley Company. 

30 C. M. Mullaly, Esq. • . Acting Head Assistant Col· Prospective interest in the Droog Coffee -
lector, Salem. Estate near Coonoor. 

31 K. c. :Manaveuan Rajah, Probationary AEsistant Col- LnndR in Malabar Distrir:t attached to each Not given - - Has not got il!dividual landed property. 
Esq. lector. of the five Stanarus of his family, and lands 

a ttacheu to his particular branch of the -Zamorin's family. 

3'2 Lewis Mciver, Esq. - . Deputy Rupcrintendent of Holds shares in a Cotton Preo:s Company, -
Census. and in two Gold Mining Companies in 

M:y$ore. 

33 H. G. Turner, Esq. - . Collector of Vizagapalum . Holds shares in the North Travancore Land -Planting nod Agricultural Society. 

34 J. H. Garstin, Esq., c.s.J. . Acting St>cond Member of Holds 25 sl1ares in the North Travancore - . . - Explanation called for, the Board of Revenue. Land Planting and Agricultural Society, 
and has acquired by pnrchasr. 500 acres ot' 
the Society's land. 

3.) H. E. Stokes, EorJ• . . Acting Collector of Tunjore Holds shnres in rhc North Travanuore Lanu -
I Planting and Agricultural Society, in the 
! 

'J'alliar Valley Planting Con1pany, and in 
I the AFsci MCu.li Planting Company. 
I 

P. P. llutcltins, 
Acting Secretary to Government. 



EAST INDIA C\Il'SOftE GOLD l\JININGJ. 

COPY of or ExTRACTS from the CounESl'OXDEI"CE 
resp~cti11g ulleged l'urticipntion of Dnn'JSil 
0FnCJAJ.S in MnonE GoLn l\lunxo TnANS.\C· 

TIC.NS1 nnu l'e8pectiug A LIENA'I'ION of STATE 

DoMAINS in l\hsoRF.. 

( Jllr. 0' Donnr-11.) 

Ordered, lr; 'l'he House of Commons, lo te Printed, 

2 Marclt 1883. 

· [Pdce 3! d.] 

61. 
Unde?' 3 oz. 

n:.-19. 8. 83, 



E\ST ~~~DIA C\IYSORE GOLD 2\IINIXG). 

TIET'CR:\' tu an Addre,s of the Honourable The House of Commons, 

dated 13 ::\fay 1884 ;-for, 

"CO Pi of, or EXTRACTS from, further CoRRESPONDENCE respecting alleged 

. Participation of BRITISH OFFICIALS in l\IYSORE GoLD, MINnm TRANS­

ACTIONS, and respecting ALIENATIO~ of STATE DoMAINS in MYSORE 

(in continuation of Parliamentary Paper, No. 61, of Session 1883) ." 

J. K. C R 0 S s, India Office, } 
May 1884. Under Secretary of State for India. 

(.Mr. Justin .JfiCarthy.) 

Ordered, ~If The House of Commous, to l.Je P1'inted, 

23 J'fny 1884. 

LOXDO:N: 
l)TII~"'TJ·~D JlY liE'' • ... ~ • ~ :.~" RY JIA~S_,\ HD AXD SON, 

l'Ii!XTEns TO THE HOUSE OJi' comiOXS. 

L': ~ 'il'Cha'lcd, either directly or through any Dn(Jk~eller, from n.ny of the foll<~wing Agents, vi:~:., 
.. .~,s.ors. HA~:'AI:n, 13, Gl'cat Qucen-stred, ·w.( ~ .• and !3:2, Abingdon-street, \Yestrninstct·; 

:\fe,srs Enm and S!'OTTJswoovr:, En<:t Harrling-~trect, Fleet-street, and 
f:\alc Office, House of Lords ; 

~ Mc~>rs. AIJA~I and C11 \::I.E~ BI.M'K, of E<linburgh ; 
.. f("rs. ALCXA~DER Tnu~r and Co., or ~\l1:~sr~. H'J!JGC~, F!Gr:Is, und Co., of DuLiin. 

I, 
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L I S T 0 F C 0 N T E N T S. 

Despatch from· the Secretary of State for I_ndia to the Government of India, 
dated 19th Aprill883, and transmittiug 

• t 

Letter from M11jot: Gener~ John Pearse, dated 20th March 1883 

Letter from' the Gov!'rnment of India to the Secretary of State, dated 22nd 
~ ailua~y 18 84, and forwarding following Corresponrlenr.e, namely, Nos. 4 to 12, 
mclusJve • 

\1 

Letter frolll the Chief Commissioner of :M:ysore to the Government of India, 
dated 19th January 1876 • - · ·• • 

Letter from the Chief Commissioner of Mysore to the Gove!'llment of India, 
· dated 17th August 1880 • • - • • ' • 

Lette·; from the Government of India to the Chief Commissioner of .Mysore1 
dated 18th October 1880 • 

letter from Chief Commissioner of 1\fysore to the Government of India, dated 
30th November 1880 • • • • - • • • • • 

Letter from the Government of l~dia to the Chiaf Commissioner of l\Iysore, 

3 

3 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

dated 22nd January 188~ • · 15 

9 Letter from the Government of India to the Resident in 1\Iyeore, dated 13th 
April1883 15 

10 Letter frorn Officiating Resident in 1\Iysore to Government of India, dated 
12th September 1888 16 

11 Demi·official Letter from Officiating Resident in Mysore to Government of 
India, dated 12th September 1883 35 

' 
12 Letter from the Government of India to the Government of Madras, dated 

9th November 1883 - 3.) 

13 Despatch from the Secretary of State to the Government of India, dated 
24th April 1884 30 
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COPY of, or ExTRACTS from, further CoRRESPONDEl\;CE respecting alleged 

Participation of BRITISH OFFICIALS in 1\'lysoRE GoLD l\IrNING TRANS­
ACTTOXS, and respecting ALIENATION of STATE DoMAINs in MYSORE (in 

continuation of Parliamentary Paper, No. 61, of Session 1883). 

-No. I.-

DEsPATCH from the Secretary of State for India to the Government of India, 
dated 19th April 1883. (Public, No. 36.) _ 

.:\ l y Lord Marquis, 
1. 'V ITH reference to the correspondence noted in the margin, which has 

been presented to the House of Commom; in the accompanying 
Return,* I request that your Excellency in Council will call on Despatch from Secretary of St.ate to 
the Resident at l\fysore for a full report on all the circumstances GNove

2
r
6
n)m

2
e
8
ntth Dof .M:abdras (Public, 

· · f h · · 1 c d • h o. ' ecem er 1882. connected mth the grant o t e mmmg eases re1erre to m t ese Government of Madras to Secretary 
papers. of State, 30th January 1883 (Re· 

venue, No, 2). 
2. Attention has been a good deal directed to this matter here 

lately, both in Parliament and in newspapers devoted to financial topics. In 
the latter it has been asserted that the interests of the Mysore State have been 
sacrificed in order to benefit certain Government officials and others; and it is 
therefore essential that a complete report on the nature of these transactions 
should be obtained. 

3. You will observe that the Government of lVladras is apparently of opinion 
that the officials mentioned did not transgress the rules by holding shares in a 
mining concession, so long as they took no part in the management, and were 
not employed in the district in which the operations were carried on by these 
to whom the concession had been granted. I shall be glad to learn whether 
your Excellency in Council, after a consideration of all the circumstances, is of 
opinion that the existing rules on the subject are sufficient. 

4. I forward, for your information, copy of a letter addressed to me in refer- 20 March 1 ssa. 
ence to this matter by Major General Pearse, late of the Madras Army, and 
formerly employed as Commissioner of a Division in Mysore. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Kimberley. 

-No.2.-

Enclosure referred to in foregoing Despatch. 

l\laison d'Anglade, Rue du Lycec, Pau, France, 
::\fy Lord, 20 March 1883. 

I THUST your Lordship will not consider it out of place on my part to address 
you on the subject of some most misleading articles which ha-re appeared in a 
paper called " Money," in connection, apparently, with a questiun recently put 
m the House of Commons regarding gold mining in l\Iysore, as my attention 
has been drawn to these articles, and they might lead your Lordship, if you have 

seen 

• See Return to nn Address of House of Commous, No. 61, of 1883. 
1~1. A 2 



4 CORHESPONDENCE RELATING TO 

seen them, to suppose that myself and other officers behaved in a manner 
unbecoming their position and contrary to existing regulations. 

1 conducted the whole of the negotiations in this Mysore gold mininfl' matter 
from the commencement until I left civil employ, and for my leadi~g facts, 
therefore, you can hold me responsible, though, without any references at hand 
my dates may not be strictly accurate. About nine or 10 years atYO when I wa; 
Commissioner of the Nundyrlroog Division of 1\fysore, some offic~r; and others 
unconnected with the province asked for a concession of some land (almost 
entirely waste, and situated in one of my districts), believing it to contain 
auriferous reefs, and I was directed by Sir Richard Meade to draw up the terms 
of a mining concession in their favour. 

After much research for precedents to guide me, and after referring to the 
Government of India, I drew up certain terms, which included the payment of. 
Royalty, ~c., and which were considered too stringent by the gentlemen 
interested, who went to Sir R. Meade, then Chief Commissioner of l\·1ysore and 
requested some modification of the terms I had proposed, and I then dre~ up 
the draft deed in conformity with Sir R. Meades instructions. 

Before the deed was completed by the Madras lawyers, to whom I had sent 
it, on the part of the Mysore Government, Mr. Dalyell succeeded Sir R. Meade 
as acting Cldef Commissioner for a few months; and after perusing the papers, 
he, as a matter of course, passed the concession which his predecessor in office 
had authorised. 

Messrs. Arbuthnot & Co., of Madras, then took over the whole concession 
from' the gentlemen who held it, the transfer being July notified to the ~fysore 
Government, and after spending about 10,000 l. in testing the value of the field, 
they gave it up as likely to involve too large an outlay of capital on account of 
the deep mining required. 

Messrs. Arbuthnot & Co. then restored the concession to the former holders. 
The field was always known to be auriferous. The surface was covered with 

old native workings and excavations. During nearly 30 years that I served in 
Mysore natives regularly brought gold, the result of their washings, to the 
bazaars in the vicinity of this goldfield for sale. The line of the old workings is 
clearly laid down in Mackenzie's survey maps of the country, published more 
than 80 years ago. All this information, and much more, was laid before Go­
vernment; there was no concealment whatever, either as to existing facts, or the 
names of the gentlemen who obtained this concession, with the Mowed object 
of some day proving that the field vms worth working, and that a new industry 
could be started in the M ysore country • 
. As far as I am aware, up to the time of my leaving India, the conduct of 

every one concerned in the matter was perfectly frank and open, and not liable 
to the slightest reproach. · · .· 

In January 1879, under the regulations of the service, I had to give up my 
appointment in Mysore~ and I prepared to quit India, with the intention of not 
returning, as my health was then vt>ry bad. · . 

On reaching Madras in February l 879, I found the gentlemen who held the 
concession.almost at the end of their resources, and very dPspondent, though 
still confident that they held a concession of considerable value. They offered 
to create two additional shares, and give them to me for 2,000 rupees, as they 
were greatly in want of funds, but I refused the offer. The day before leaving 
India, however, I was offered a share for 750 rupees, and this one I bought, and 
in doing so at that time I acted in no way contrary to the regulations, as I was 
no longer connected with the Mysore Province, or with any civil employment, 
or indeed with any extra employment whatever. 

Since then some blocks of the land have been purchased from the conces­
sionaires ; but very little, indeed, out of the large sums of ready cash referred to 
in "Money" have ever reached them; they have been paid in shares, whilst 
individuals called "promoters" in the City of London have absorbed whatever 
.cash was paid down. Some of the companies that were started in India paid 
the concessionaires partly in money, but only one English company g-ave them 
a small sum in cash, in proof of which I can lay before your lordship, should 
you wish it, nearly the whole1 of the original share certificates granted to 
me, and which are still lying unaltered and unrealised in the hands of my solicitor 
in England. · 

I trust 
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I trust the foregoing statement '"ill show rour Lordship how facts have been 
perverted and misrepresented in the newspaper referred to, and how names have 
been used, to give a semblance of fact to garbled statements. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Jolzn Pem·se, 

The Secretary of State for India, Major General, Retired List, 
Madras Army. &c. &c. &c. 

-No.3.-

LETTER from the Government of India to the Secretary of State, dated 
22nd January 1884. (Political, No. 10.) 

My Lord, . 
·wE have the honour to forward, for the information of Her Majesty's Govern­

ment, the papers regarding the grant to certain Government officials and 
others ?f leases for gold~mining in M ysore. · 

2. In accordance with the instructions contained in your Lordship's Despatch, 
No. 36, dated the 19th April '1883, we requested the Resident in Mysore to 
submit a report at an early date, explaining the circumstances under which 
the leases in question were granted. His reply,* which has been delayed *See page 16. 
owing to the difficulty of obtaining some of the requisite papers from the 
Darbar, makes it clear that Mr. Dalyell and :\lr. Saunders (both retired) alike 
overlooked the orders of Her Majesty's Government conveyed in the Secretary 
of State's Despa~ch, No. 22, of the 25th November 1862, under which the 
holding of land in native states by the civil and military servants of the 
Government is prohibited. 

3. vYith reference to the remarks contained in the third paragraph of your 
Lordship's letter, we have the honour to enclose a copy of letter, No. 1659, 
dated the 9th of November last, addressed by the Home Departmeht oi the 
Government of India to the Government of Fort St. George upon the same 
subject. Your Lordship will observe that we have been unable to concur in 
the opinion of that Government expressed in their Despatch of the 30th 
January to your Lordship's address, to the effect that the rules of Her Majesty's 
Government regarding the holding of land by Government servants were not 
infringed by those civil and military officers who wel'e concerned in the Kolar 
concession. 'Ve have explained to the Local Government the interpretation 
which we consider should be placed upon those rules, and our views of the 
objects of the concessionaires in securing the land in question, and we have 
desired that those officials who are still in active service may be instructed to 
dispose of their interest in the grants within a period of three months. 

4. In the second paragraph of the Despatch already cited, your ·Lordship 
adverts to the assertions which have been made in certain quarters, that the 
interests of l\'Iysore were sacrificed for the benefit of certain Government officers 
and others. On this point we desire to express our belief that the transactions 
in question, though objectionable as contravening the rules, were conducted in 
a fair and open manner, and without any intention on the part of the responsible 
officers concerned either of concealment or of injuring. the interests of the 
Mysore State. The earlier papers forwarded with this Despatch confirm this 
view, and show that the arrangements made with those persons who applied for 
grants of land were considered by the Mysore authorities to be distinctly 
advantageous to the State, although the Darbar was warned by the Govern­
ment of India of the risk attending the assignment of extensive leases of 
land to parties who did not intend to mine, but merely to speculate. 'We 
would also draw attention to the demi-official letter of the 12th Septetnber 
from the present Resident in M ysore, which affords further evidence on this 
point. 

5. In conclusion, we have only to express our opinion that the rules relating 
to dealings in land by Government officials are sufficiently complete and 

19'. A 3 stringent 
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stringent, and that they therefore require no addition or modificatinn to lllt>et 
caseH of this description. To pre\'ent all pos~ibility of misapprehension or 
oversight in futu.re, we have decided to circul~te them again in a conci:o;e fl)l'ln. 
ln the present mstance they lmve been evidently overlooked by the i\lnore 
authorities, and in part misinterpreted by the l\Iadras Government. · 

'Ve have, &c. 
(signed) Ripon. 

J. Gil;~s. 
T. F. Wilson. 
C. P. Ilbert. 
S. C. Ba!Jle.!J. 
T. C. Hope. 
A .. Coh·in. 

Enclosures referred to in foregoing Letter from the Government of India, and 
numbered 4 to 12, inclusive. 

-No.4.-

LETTER from the Officiating Secretary to the Chief Commissioner of Mysore to 
the Secretary to the Government of India, Foreign Department (No. 7872-
llS), dated Bangalore, the 19th January 1876. 

I AM directed by the Officiating Chief Commissioner to report, for the 
information of his Excellency the Viceroy and Governor General in Council, as 
follows:-· 

2. For many years gold has been found in the Kolar district in small quan­
tities, obtained by surface washings according to the native method. In 
August 1873 a Mr. Lavelle applied for the exclusive privilege of mining in 
this district, and after some correspondence as to the terms on which the appli­
cation should be granted, Sir Richard Meade· authorized the Commissioner of 
the Nundydrug Division to execute a formal agreement with that gentleman, of 
which the following are the terms:-

Mr. Lavelle has the exclusive right, for three years, of prospecting for metallie 
ores, coal, or precious stones in the Kolar district, but is in no way to interfere 
with the existing rights or interests of native miners. (2.) During these three 
years he has the liberty of selecting separate pieces of land not in excess of I 0 ; 
but no one piece is to exceed two square miles in area. As soon as the piece 
selected has been properly defined, the Mysore Government shall grant a h·ase 
for it. (3.} The lease of each block of land is to be for 20 years, and is to 
convey an exclusive right to work and mine in the limits named. ( 4.) A royalty 
of 10 per cent. on· net sale proceeds of all ores, coal, &c., extracted, and 20 per 
cent. on that of precious stones, is to be paid to the l\Iysore Government free 
of all deductions. (5.) If the block of land selected happens to be arable waste, 
a premium of 30 times the assessment is to be paid, in addition to an ammal 
rent which will be determined by the revenue authorities. (6.) The les5ee is 
required to permit an examination, by Government officials, of his account­
books. (7.) Provision is made for summary recovery of Government dues, if 
not paid within the prescribed time. (8.) The Government of l\fysore retain 
the right, in case of a breach of the covenant or the lessee causing annoyance 
or obstruction. to any class of persons or Government officials, to cancel the 
lease and take possession of the land. 

. t 
3. I am desired to add, that Mr. LaYelle commenced operations early Ia:,; 

year, by sinking a shaft near the village of Ooregum in the Kolar district, awl 
has recently applied for a lease of land, as pro·dded for in his agreement. 
Though no official intimation has been, as yet, received of the results (Jf his 
operations, the Officiating Chit{ Commissioner has reason to beliel'e that Y\"I'J" 

favourable expectations of the outturn from the quartz are entertained. 
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-No.5.-

LETTER from C. Rrmgaclwrlu, Esq., C. I.E., Secretary to the Chief Commissioner 
of ~J,ysore, Revenue Department, to the Secretary to the Government of 
India, Foreign Department (No. 2973-6i) ; dated IJangalore, 17th August 
1880. 

I~ letter daten the 19th January 1876 (No. 7872-G. 118), Mr. Dalyell, the 
then Officiating Chief Commissioner, reported, for the information of the 
Go,·ernment of India, the terms upon which Mr. Lavelle was allowed the exclu­
sive privilege of prospecting for gold and other minerals in the Kolar district 
for a period of three years, and of obtaining the lease for a period of 20 years 
of any 10 blocks of land selected by him, not exceeding two square miles each 
in area. The concession, after certain transfers, now stands in the sole name 
of Colonel G. D. Beresford, and the time allowed for prospecting was first 
extended to February 1881, and afterwards to February 1883. In consequence 
of representation~ made by the concessionaires that the terms of the lease 
provided for in the concession were not sufficiently favourable to allow of their 
embarking on the enterprise with profits, they were further allowed to obtain 
the leases of the lands selected by them for a period of 30 instead of 20 years, 
the former being the term for which the revenue settlements are made in this 
province, and tbe royalty stipulated for of 10 per cent. on the net sale proceeds 
of all the ores extracted, and of 20 per cent. on precious stones, which was 
justly complained of as very high, was reduced to 5 and 10 per cent. respectively, 
'vith a further provision for its being further reduced in the event of the Govern­
ment of India hereafter :(ixing a lower rate for British India. . 

2. The concessionaires have already obtained leases for two blocks of land on 
the above terms, and application for another block is now under investigation. 
As applications are likely to be received from others for similar leases of land 
for mining purposes in other parts of the province, I am directed to forward, 
for the information of the Governmellt of India, an abstract of the terms of the 
leases granted to the Kolar concessionaires. ' . 

3. The Chief Commissiocer proposes to entertain further applications for 
mining purposes on the above terms, excluding however the provision contained 
in paragraph VI. for the reduction of the royalty of 5 per cent. to any rate 
which may be hereafter fixed for British India. Such an indefinite provision 
is not only unsuited to the circumstances of this province, which will be shortly 
restored to Native rule, but the terms of mining leases in the Wynaad recently 
sanetioned by the Government of India do not provide for the levy of any 
royalty, aml contain terms so different from those upon which the leases 
have been granted in this province that the two cannot be conveniently 
assimilated. In future leases, therefore, the royalty will be fixed absolutely at 
.5 per cent. 

~iEMoRANDUM of Conditions of the Concession Granted to Colonel Beresford 
for ~lining for Gold Metallic Ores, Precious Stones, Coal and other Substances 
of a Merchantable nature in the Kolar District of the Province of Mysore. 

A LEASE of the land applied for is given for 30 years for mining purposes on 
the following conditions :- · 

I. The lessee is to make his own arrangements with the holders of occupied 
assessed and inam lands in regard to entering upon, or obtaining possession 
of them. 

II. The lessee is not to interfere with the works of any existing natiYc miners 
on the land. 

I II. The lessee ~s to pay to Government the annual assessment as now existing 
or as her.eaf~el' reVI~ed by any survey on all the arable lands, occupied or waste, 
and the JOch (or qmt-rent) ou any inam lands which ·may be included within the 
limits of the lease. 

A 4 IV. The 
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IV. The lessee is to pay a penalty or premium of 30 times the anmial assess­
ment on all assessed lands appropriated for the pmpose of erecting buildino-s, 
sinking shafts. or in auy way opening up the surface. · 

0 

V. ~rhe leF~see is to search for gold, &c., throughout the term of the lease in 
the best and most effectual manner and without intermis:iion, excrpt when pre. 
vented by inevitable accident. 

VI. The lessee is to pay a royalty of 5 per cent. on the net sale 1)roceeds of 
all gold metallic ores, coal, and other substances of a merchantable nature which 
shall have bEen dressed, crushed, and made merchantable, or such less rate as 
may be fixed hereafter for British India generally, and of 10 per cent. on the 
saleable value of all precious stones found in the selected block, clear of all 
deductions whatever. 

VII. The lessee is required to keep rPgular accounts and plans and maps 
of the mines and workings which are to be open to inspection by Government 
officers. 

VIII. The Government are authorised to inspect and examine the mines. 

IX. The lessee is to keep all boundary posts in good order, and to fence every 
shaft pits or open working. 

X. The lessee is not wilfully to close, fill up, or choke any mine or shaft 
. without permission, and not to obstruct any existing roads, path~. or bye-ways, 

on the land. 

XI. The Government are authorised to recover any arrears of rent by dis­
traint and sale of property belonging to the lessee, and in the event of a breach 
of any of the covenants on the part of the lessee, or ·of their causing annoy­
ance or obstruction to any class of persons, ot· Government officials, the Govern­
ment can cancel the lease on due notice, and in default of satisfactory 
explanation, within six months. 

XII. The lessee is bound to deliver the land to Government at the e.ipiration 
0f his lease with the shafts, buildings, and other premises in good repair and 
working order with the books, maps, and plans, and to. permit the purchase by 
Government of the plant, machinery and fittings. 

-No.6.-

LETTER from Colonel J. W. Ridgeway, Officiating Under Secretary to the Govern­
ment of India,. Foreign Department, to the Chief Commissioner of 1\Iysore 
(No. 1094-I.G.); dated Simla, 18th October 1880. 

I AM directed to acknowledge your Secretary's letter (No. 2973-67), dated the 
17th August 1880, forwarding, for the information of the Government of India,. 
a copy of the terms on which mining leases for gold, precious stones and other 
merchantable commodities have been granted in the Kolar district of Mysore, 
and on which you propose to gr·ant similar mining leases for the future. 

2. In reply, I am to point out that in the adjoining portions of British terri­
tory it has been the general policy of the Government of India to encourage 
mining industry by the grant of liberal terms, such, for instance, as those 
recently conceded in the Wynaad, and it Reems to be to the interest of the 
Mysore State to adopt a similar policy. But the terms, of which an abstract 
is appended to your letter under acknowledgment, appear to the Govern­
ment of India to be in some respects the reverse of liberal, and if it is the 
object of the !\Jysore Government to encourage capitalists to embark in sueh 
enterprises as gold mining within the State, the rules will require some modifi­
cation. 

3. I am to make the following suggestions for your consideration :-

(i.) As the lessee is required by Rule III. to pay land revenue on all the 
arable-
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arable land, cultivated or waste, it appears to the Government of India 
that no penalty should be imposed under Rule IV. 

(ii.) For the same reason the Government of India would be disposed to 
demur to Rule V., which, moreover, is somewhat indefinite. 

(iii.) To prevent disputes, the mann.er in which the output from the 
mines is to be valued should be determmed under Rule VI. 

(iv.) The latter part of Rule XL and the whole of Rule XII. appear to 
the Government of India to be unduly severe. . 

4. I am to request that you will be good enough to favour the Government 
of India with your views on these points. 

-No.7.-

From C. Rangacharlu, Esq., c.I.E., Secretary to the Chief Commissioner of 
Mysore, Revenue Department, to A. C. Lyall, Esq., c.B., Secretary to the 
Government of lndia, Foreign Department, (No. 5080-114), dated Banga­
lore, 30th November I 880. 

WITH reference to y~ur letter (No. 1094, I.G.) of the 18th ultimo, I am 
directed by the Chief Commissioner to state that the main features of the 
mining leases granted in this province and in the British territory in the 
'\Vynaad, differ so materially from each other that they scarcely admit of com­
parison. In the W ynaad the lease granted to each applicant is limited to 
30 acres in extent. In Mysore the two leases already granted to Colonel 
Beresford in the Kolar district comprise about two square miles each, in ac­
cordance with the terms of the agreement originally entered into with the 
concessionaires, and under these terms the concessionaires are entitled to a 
further grant of 16 square miles if applied for within a limited period. The 
Chief Commissiol}er is himself not in fa\'our of such extraordinarily extensive 
grants, and would nqt have proposed them, but the terms of the agreement in 
this instance were entered into several years ago with the approval of the 
Government of India, and must of course now be aJhered to. 

2. The few other applicants who have as yet come forward are not disposed 
to enter on the undertaking if the grants at·e to be restricted to the small areas 
prescribed for the '\Vynaad. They apply for m~ch lat·ger areas to the extent 
of a square mile or more. The fact is, mining enterprise .in India is yet a 
speculation, and capitalists cannot be expected to undergo the expense and 
labour of exploring for gold if they cannot hope to obtain the lease of a con­
siderable tract of land on which they may succeed in finding gold. The Chief 
Commissjoner is not aware of any objection to the larger grants if the revenue 
interests of Government are properly secured. 

3. The annual rent of five rupees per acre, which is prescribed for the small 
areas proposed to be leased out in the Wynaad, would prove prohibitive as 
regards the much larger areas for which leases have been asked for and gt·anted 
in this province. The terms adopted here seem well suited for the purpose, 
sufficiently protecting the interests of Government, and not burdensome to the 
lessees at the beginning of the enterprise, when the yield of the mines is uncer­
tain. They provide for the payment of the ordinary land assessment on 
all the arable lands-occupied or waste-included in the grant, and for the 
payment of a royalty of 5 per cent. on the actual yield of the mines. Such 
assessment ordinarily averages one rupee per acre. The Chief Commissioner 
has it in contemplation further to fix an assessment of eight annas per acre on 
the unarable lands included in the grant, to deter speculators from taking up 
needlessly larger areas than are really required. 

4. The above are the main and essential provisions of the lease. With 
regard to the other minor conditions, the Chief Commissioner concurs in the 
opinion of the Government of India that the additional penalty or premium 

191. B of 
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of :-;o times the annual assessment provided in paragraph IV. for lands t,tken 
up for the erection of buildings, &c .• in connection with the mines, may be 
properly -given up. Tl1e other subsidiary clauses relating to the uninterrupted 
working of the mines (Clause V.), the forfeiture of the lease in the erent of 
the non-payment of the assessment, or of the non-observnnce of the other 
conditions, or·of obstruction to Government (Clause XI.), and the surrender 
of the premi~es in working Clrd.er'tt> Government at the expiration of the lease 
(Clause XU.), as weH as the wording of Clause VI. in regard to royalty, were 
drawn up by mutual ag1·eement bP-tween the les5ee:; and the Local Government 
in accordance with the terms of mining lease~ elsewhel'L', as will be seen fro 111 

'the accompanying full copy of one of the leases already given. They can be 
modified in future cases if the applicants should desire it. 

This Ind.enture, made the thirteenth day of August one thousand eight hundred 
and eighty, between the Government of Mysore (hereinafter called the 
"Lessors") of the one .part, .and Oeo,.ge de la Poer BeresfQrd, a Lieutenant 
Colonel in the Madras Staff Corps, and at present holding the appointment of 
Assistant Adjutant Gei1eral of the .Madras Army (hereinafter called the 
"Lessee") of the other part. 

WHEREAS by an Instrument in writing or Memorandum.of Agreement bearing 
date the niuth day of March one thousand eight hundred and seventy-seven, 
and made or expressed to be made between .Michael Fitzgerald Lavelle, therein 
described, of the first part, the lessors ,of the second part, and the lessee and 
Alexander Mackenzie therein described of the third part. 1 t was, amongst 
other things, witnessed, that for the consideration therein mentioned it was 
thereby agreed ·between .the lessors on the one part, and the lessee and the said 
Alexander Mackenzie on the other part, amongst other things, that the lessee 
and the said Alexander .Mackenzie, their executors, administrators, and assigns 
should, from time to time and at all times during the period of three years com­
mencing from the thirteenth day of March one thou saud eight hundred ·and 
seventy-six, have exclusive license and liberty to enter into, upon, ami through­
out the district of Kolar in the Nandyd1ug Division of 'lVIysore, and the 
boundaries of which district were particularly descril•ed in the Schedule to the 
now reciting Memorandum of Agreement, for the purpose of prospecting and 
examining for gold, metallic ores, precious stones, co~ll, and other substances 
of a merchantable nature, the quartz, reefs, and strata of earth, stone, or rock 
Tunningthrough the said district, and also for the like purposes or any of them 
to drive or si11k shafts in any place or places within such district; and further, 
that the lessee and the said Alexander .:\Jackenzie, their executors, administra­
tors and assigns should, during the sairl period of three years, be at liberty to 
select, mark out,-and survey one or more pieces of land, but not exceeding in 
the aggregate ten pieces of land, and no one piece of land to exceeJ in extent 
two square miles out of any part or parts of the lands compri:>ed within the said 
district of Kolar,· and which he, the lesseE>, and the said Alexander .Mackenzie, 
their executors, admini~trators, and assigns should deem suitable for the pur­
poses of mining for gold, metallic ores, precious stones, emu, or other substances 
of a mtt·chantable -nature, and that the lessors should within the space of three 
calendar months from the time of receiving from the lessee and the said 
Alexander Mackenzie, their executors, administrators, and assigns a notice in 
writing of any piece of land having been so selected, marked out, and sutTeyed 
by them, grant to them and their executors, administrators, or assigns a lease 
containing the exclusiYe Jiceuse and liberty throughout such piece t•f land to 
mine and work all quartz, reefs, and beds, or strata of earth, stone, or rock 
containing, or supposed to contain gold, metallic ores, precious stones, coals, or 
other substances of a merchantable nature for the term of twenty year~ from 
the <date of such lease; and further, that every lease so to be executed hy, .or 
on bt'half of, the lessors in favour of the les~ee and the said Alexander Mackenzie, 
their executors, administator:>, and assicms ns aforesaid, should contain cPrtuin 

0 • l terms and conditions in the now reciting l\Iemorandum of Agreement set fort 1, 

but it was expressly pro-rided in and by the said :;\lemorandum of Ag;reenwnt 
that no inam or occupied land should be comprised in a selected block unll'ss 

the 



GOLD .:\II:.JIXG TRA:.\'SACTIONS IX jiYSORE, &c. t1 

tLc lessee and the said Alexander Mackenzie, their executors, administrators, or 
assigns could themselves bur out the ILJclers or make their own terms with them 
as t~ the cession of their rights : 

ADCl whereas by an Indenture beaeing date the twenty-first day of July one 
thousand eir.rht hundred and seventy-~even, and made or expressed to be made 

0 f b~:t'>veen the said Alexander :Mackenzie of the one part, and the lessee o the 
ot(1er part, in pursuance of the agreem~nt a~d for the consideration therein 
mentioned, the said Alexander Mackenzie assigned, transferred, releas~d, and 
m~de over to the lessee, his executors, administrators, and assigns all the right 
:md title of him, the said Alexander :Mackenzie, under the hereinbefore rrcited 
Memorandum of Agreement to prospect and examine for gold, metallic ores, 
precious sto11e:-, coal, and other substances of a merchantable. ~ature in the 
di.strict of Kolar and to the grant of leases for the purpose of obtammg the same, 
and all other the right, title, and interest whatsoever of him, the said Alexander 
lVlackenzie, under and by virtue of the hereinbefore recited Memorandum of 
li.o-reement to hold the said premises unto the lessee, his executors, adminis­
tr~tors, and assigns for the residue then to come of the term of three years in 
the hereinbefore recited Memorandum of Agreement mentioned: 

And whereas by an order of the Chief Commissioner of Mysore (No. 
l0,202-R.l07), dated Bangalore, the twentieth day of February one thousand 
ejght hundred and seventy-eight, the said term of three years granted by the 
~aid hereinb<fore recited agreement of the ninth day of March one thousand 
eigl1t hundred and seventy-seven, was extended to the twentieth day of February 
one thousand eight hundred and eighty: 

And whereas by another order of the said Chief Commissioner of l\1ysore, 
{No. 8246-1650), dated Bangalore, the twelfth day of February one thousand 
ei:::\·ht hundred and eighty, the term of the said concession was extended to. the 
moDth of February one thousand eight hundred and eighty-three, and the terms 
of the said leases from tweiHy yt>ars to thirty years: 

And wherfas the lessee has selected, marked out, and surveyed a pieca· of 
lanJ hereinafter referred to. as ''the selected block.'' situate at Matlaamungalum 
and over villages in the talook cf Betmangal in the said district of Kolar; the 
ar<:-a thereof is two square miles, or one thousand two hundred and eighty acres, 
and whieh is delineated and more fully described in the. map or plan hereto. 
annexed: 

And \Vhereas the said area of one thousand two hundred and, eighty acres 
is made up of the certain classes or dfscription of lands particularly mentioned 
and described in the schedule hereunder written, and in which schedule a~so 
appE>ar the annual assessments payable in respect of each class or description. 
of land contained within tlJe said area of one thousand two. hundr~d and eightY' 
acres: 

And whereas the present annual assessments upon the different classes or 
description of lands contained within the said area of one thousand. two hundred 
and eighty acres, and being respectively mentioned in the· said schedule here~ 
t.:ncler wriUen, withJ the exception of the annual quit-rent or jocli payable in 
rc'spect of the itJam lands forming a portion of the said area of one thousand 
two hundred and eighty acres, are liable to he enhanced on the future revision 
of the assessments payable on lands in the said talook of Betman~?;ala: 

And whereas the lessee has requested the lessors to grant him a lease in 
pur:~uance of the hereinbefore recited. Memorandum of Agreement~ and it has 
been agreed that the lessors shall grant,. and the lessee shall accept, a lease on . 
the t<~rms and in the manner herein contained, the term of the lease to be thirty 
years from the day of the date of these presents as provided by the hereinbefore 
recited order of the Chief Commissioner of lHysore, dated the twelfth day of 
February one thousand eight hundred and eighty: 

Xow this Indenture witnesseth that in consideration of the assessments, 
penalties, premiums, royalties, and other payments hereinafter reserved,. and of 
the covenant..; and agreements Ly the lessee hereinafter contained, the lessors 
do hereby demise and grant unto the lessee, his executors administrators, and 
a~~i,gns exelusive license and liberty throughout so much ~f the selected block 
as ;_~onsists of unassessed waste Government lands, and unoccupied arable Govern­
rnent lanrh, and also throughout so much of the said selected block as consists· 
ef 0ecuvied Go-rernment lands and inam lands the holders whereof the lessee 
h2s Lou;;_;ht out, 0r with whom the lessee has made his own terms as to the 

1!)1. B 2 cession 
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cession of their rights to search for mine and work all quartz, reef~:i, nud beds 
and strata of earth, stone, or rock containing, or supposed to contain, gold, 
metallic ores, precious stones, coal, or other substances of a merchantable nature, 
and to wash, dress, crush, and make merchantable all such gold, metallic ores, 
precious stones, coal, and other substances found therein. 

Together also with liberty for the lessee, his executors, adninistrator~, and 
assigns to sell and dispose of all gold, metallic orefl, precious stone~, coal, or 
othe1· substances of a merchantable nature worked or found by him or them in 
or upon such parts of the selected block. 

Except, nevertheless, and reserving unto native miners and smelt<:>rs the 
works, plant, and vested interests which they may now possess or have, or 
which may now be in the course of operation, in any part of the selected block, 
so that the lessee, his executo1·s, administrators, and assigns shall not interfere 
with such works, pla,nt, or vested interests. 

To have and to hold th_e premises hereinbefore expressed to be hereby de­
mised and granted unto the lessee, his executors, administrators, and assigns 
for the term of thirty years from the day of the date of these presents. 

Yielding and paying therefore during the said term by instalments accord­
ing to the rules in force in the saiJ. district of Kolar for the collection of land 
revenue, the sum mentioned in the said schedule hereunder written, being the 
amount of annual asseesment at present chargeable on ail the unoccupied arable 
Government lands comprised in the selected block, or such larger sum as may 
at any time hereafter during the continuance of this lease by any revisivn of 
land assessment be fixed by the lessors as chargeable on such lands by way of 
assessment. 

And also yielding and paying a penalty or premium of thirty times the 
annual assessment in respect of all unoccupied arable Government lands in the 
selected block which shall be required by the lessee, his executors, adminis­
trators, or assigns for the purpose of erecting buildings thereon, sinking shafts, 
or in any way opening up the surface therein, such penalty or premium to be 
computed on the assessment fixed as chargeable on the land at the time being, 
and being determined absolutely by the lessors at any time that the land may 
be required by the lessee, his executors, administrators, or assigns for the pur­
pose aforesaid, or during the term of this lease, and to be payable within one 
calendar month after the amount has been determined as aforesaid. 

And also yielding and paying in respect of occupied Government lands 
arid inam lands in the selected block, the holders whereof the lessee may have 
bought out, or with whom the lessee may have made his own terms as to the 
cession of their rights, the assessment from time to time fixed as chargeable on 
the said occupied Government lands and the jodi or quit-rent therefore paid by 
the inamdar. 

And also yielding and paying, in addition to the annual assessment, penalty 
or premium, jodi and quit-rent afore~aid, all local cesses and other taxes or 
rates of every description for the time being payable in re~pect of the premises 
or lands comprised in the selected block or of any buildings or works erected 
thereon. 

And also yielding and paying a royalty of 5 per cent. upon the net sale 
. proceeds of all gold, metallic ores, coal, and other substances of a Raleable or 

merchantable nature which shall have been dressed, crushed, and made mer­
chantable by the lessee, his executors, administrators, or assigns, such royalty 
being -paid clear of all deductions whaterer. 

Provided always that if the Government of India shall at any time hereafter 
fix for British India a royalty of the description hereinbefore mentioned, and 
such royalty so fixed shall be less in amount than 5 per cent., then and in that 
case the said royalty of 5 per cent. hereinbefore reserved shall be reduced to a 
similar amount. 

And also yielding and paying a royalty of 10 per cent. upon the saleable value 
of all precious stones found on the selected block, such royalty being paid dear 
of all deductions whatsoever. 

Provjded always that if and whenever any of the said assessments, penal~ies, 
premiums, royalties, or other payments shall be in arrear for the space of sixty 
days after the expiration of the time allowed by the:.e presents for payment 
thereof, and the lessee, his executors, administrators, or assigns shall nut pay 
the same within thirty days after the sen·ice upon him or them of a notice 

by 
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by the civil executin officer of the said district of Kolar calling upon him or 
them to pay the same, the lessors, their succe:ssors or assigns, shall be at liberty 
to seize all gold, metallic ores, precious stones, coal, and other substances of 
a saleable nature in or about the mines or pits opened, worked, or carried on 
by the lessee, his executors, administrators, or assigns in the selected block, 
and the lessors, their successors or assigns may sell and dispose of such gold, 
metallic ores, precious stones, coal, and other substances, and out of the moneys 
})roduced thereby. may deduct and retain all arr~>ars of assessments, penalties, 
premiums, royalties, or other payments then due under this lease, and all 
expenses incurred in or·about any such seizure and sale. 

And the lessee doth hereby, for himself, his h~irs, executors, administrators, 
and assigns coYenant with the lessors, their successors and assigns, that he, 
the lessee, his executors, administrators, or assigns will during the said term, in 
the best and most effectual manner and without intermission, except when 
prevented by inevitablP. accident, search for all gold metals, metallic ores, pre­
cious stones, coal, and other substances of a saleable or merchantable nature 
within or upon the selected block, and also will. if required, and before the sale 
thereof, deliver to, or permit to be taken by, the lessors, their successors or 
assigns or their agent or agents a sample or samples of all gold metals, metallic 
ores, precious stones, coal, and other substances which shall have been dressed, 
crushed, and made merchantable and prepared for sale, all such samples so taken 
to be paid for by the lessors, their successors, or assigns at the current market 
rate, and also "ill immediately after any sale of the said gold metals, metallic 
ores, precious stones, coal, and other substances give to the lessors, their succes­
sors or assigns or their agent or agents a return of the prices for which the 
same respectively shall hav-e been sold, and, if required, the names of the pur­
chasers thereof, and also will within ninety days after any such sale, or within 
six months from the time of the extraction of the ore, or the finding of the 
precious stones, pay to the lessors, their successors or assigns the royalties 
hereinbefore reserred, and aiso will throughout the said term make and keep 
in some convenient place on the selected block, and so that the lessors, their 
successors or assigns or their agent or agents can have at all times free access 
thereto, proper books of account of the working of the said mines and the costs 
thereof, and of the disposal of the gold metals, metallic ores, precious stones, 
coal, and other substances of a saleable or merchantable nature, containing all 
particulars of quantities, dates, and other facts and circumstances necessary 
or proper for ascertaining the exact value of such gold, metallic ores, precious 
stones, coal, and other substances, and also correct maps~ plans, and sections of 
the said mines and workings, and also will, \vhen required by the lessors, their 
successors or assigns, or their agent or agents, give to them copies of all entries 
in the said books, and of every :mch map, plan, and section as aforesaid, and 
aho will at the end or sooner determination of the said term give up to the 
lessors, or their successors or assigns the said books, plans, maps, and sections 
in good and perfect condition, and also will throughout the said term keep 
all boundary posts in good repair and condition, and every shaft, pit, or open 
working within the selected block sufficiently fenced for the protection of 
man and beast, lmd also will not, until the license in writing of the lessors, 
their ~uccessors or assigns, or their a~?;ent or agents, be obtained, wilfully 
close, fill up or choke any mine or shaft, and also will keep open and not 
obstruct all or any existing roads, paths, or bye-ways of any kind whatsoever; 
and also \viii permit the lessors, their successors and assigns, and their agent 
or agents, servants and workmen throughout the said term to enter upon 
any of the works carried on under or by virtue of these presents and examine 
the state and condition thereof, and to use the engines, machinery und appa­
ratus upon or within the selected block for that or for any other lawful and 
rea.sonable purpose, the lessors, their successors and assigns making compen­
satwn for such use except when required for examining and taking plans, 
the.amount of such compensation in case of difference to be settled by two 
arbitrators, one to be named by the lessors, or their successors or assigns, and the 
o~her by the lessee, his executors, administrators, or assigns, or if the arbitrators 
d1ffe:, by an umpire to he chosen by them before entering upon the arbitration, 
and 1f either party shall fail to name an arbitrator after notice in writing by the 
other or his or their agent requiring him or them so to do, or shall name an 
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arbitrator who neglects to act or to proceed with due diligence in the businl~ss 
of the arbitration, or who will not join iu naming an umpire, then by the ntlu~ 
ation of the arbitr~.tor named by the other party, and the award made by such 
arbitrators or umpue may be made a rule of court subject to the proYisions of 
the Code of Civil Procedure, or any then subsisting statutory modification 
thereof, and also to exercil'ie the liberties hereinbefore re~ern:d, and will afford 
all reasonable facilities and assistance in the exercise thereof, ar.d also will from 
time to time make com}Jensation to the lessee, tenant, or occupier of any part 
or }JOrtion of the selected blocks for all damage or injury to or interf(:rcnce with 
tl1e surface tht>reof, and also will from time to time and at all times hereafter 
effectually keep indemnified the lessors, their successors, and assicrns fTom and 
against all claims, demands, and expenses whatsoe,·er by reason<:> or in con~e­
quen~e of any iujUl/. to or interference. with any lands or property '' hatsoe\'er 
occas10ned by or al'lsmg from the workmg under these presents, or the exercise 
of the liberJ;iE's hereby gmnted, and also will delirer to the lessor~, their succes· 
sors, or assigns a copy of every assignment or under.}ease of the said premises 
or any part thereof within two calendat· months afte1· the date of eYery such 
assignment or under-lease, and also will at the expiration or sooner determina­
tion of the said term deliver to the lessors, their successors, or assigns the 
mines worked under these present.s, and all workings, buildings, boundary 
posts, and fences connected therewith and other the premises in good repnir 
and working order, and in all respects in such state and condition as shall be 
consistent with the due performance of the covenants hereinbefore contained, 
and in the event of the leswrs, their succe~sors or assigns desiring to purchase 
any of the plant, machinery, or fittings belonging to the lessee, his executors, 
administrators, or assigns (provided he or they shall be willing to part with the 
same), then and in thAt case the amount of purchase-money to be paid for 
the same shall in· the case of difference be settled by arbitration in the same 
manmr as is hereinbefore provided in the case of difference arising as to the 
amount of compensation to be paid to the lessE>e, his executo1·s, administrators 
or assigns as aforesaid. Provided always, and these presents are upon this 
express condition, that if and whenever any part of the assessments, penalties, 
premiums, royalties, or other payments hereby reserved shall be in arrear for 
thirty days aftet· due notice has been served· on the lessee, his executors, 
administrators, or assigns, or any one or more of them, or on his or their agents, 
or fixed on any part of the selected block demanding payment of the same, or 
if the lessee, his executors, administrators, or assigns, or his or their workn~cn, 
shall cease to carry on the regular working of the mines,, or cause any obstruc­
tion or annoyance to the officers of the lessors or of their successors or assigns, 
or to the people of the country, or refuse to afford information to tl::e lessors, 
their successors or assigns, or if and whenever there shall be a breach of any 
of the covenants on the part of the lessee, his executors, administrators, or 
assigns, then and in such case the lessors, their successors or ussigns, or their 
agent or agents duly empowered in that behalf, may re~enter upon any part of 
the mines or workings carried on under this lease in the name of the whole, and 
thereupon the said term of thirty years shall absolutely determine. Proddeu 
always, and it is hereby agreed and declared, that no such re-entry or forfeiture 
of the ~;aid term under the proviso for re-entry hereinbefore cont1ined shall take 
place unless and until the lessors, their successors or assigns shall haw gi,·en to 
the lessee, his executors, administrators or assigns a notice calling upon him or 
them to give a reasonable explanation of the matter or matters complained ot: 
and to rectify the same, which notice shall be in writing signed on belwlf of the 
lessors, their successors, or assigns by the civil executive officer of the :,;aid 
district of Kc~Iar, or by any other specially empowered in tl1at behalf, and slmll 
be served on the lessee, his executors, administrators and a:::signs, or any one vr 
more of them, or on his or their agents, or fixed on nny part of the !iell'eted 
block, and default shall ha,'e been made in giving sucl1 reasonable fXplanalion 
and in rectifying the matter or matters complained of, six calendar mouth::; from 
the time of such notice being so sen'cd or affixed. 

In witness whereof James Davidson Gor<lon, Esquire, c.s.I., Chief Com­
misf,ioner of Mysore, acting for and on behalf of the lessors an~l the les:-:vt•, 
haye hereunto set their re~pective hands and seals the day and year fir~t aho\'f' 
Wl'ltteP. 

The 
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The ScHEDCLE to which the above written Indenture refers. 

"[ na3;;esoed waste Government lanclg • 
Unoccupied &ruble Government land5 
Occupied Government land:1 
Inam Iandi! 

Areu. 

.&. c;. rd.'!. 
797 5 64 
436 28 63 

41 lQ 108 
4 30 7 

Acres '· 1,280 0 0 

Sirned, sealed, and delivered by the above­
nam~d James Davidson Gordon, in the pre­
sence of 

(signed) 

W. J. Cuningham, Bo.C.S. 

Asse>sment. 

Rs. a. p • 

382 1 10 
24 14 4 
0 12 0 

I Rs. 407 12 2 

J. D. Gordon. 

(signed) 
C. Rangaclzarlu, Revenue Secretary. 

(signed) G. D. Beresford, Lieut.Colonel. 

Sio-ned, sealed, and delivered by the abo\'e­
nam~d G. D, Beresford, in the presenr.e of 

(:dgned) William },forgan. 
Henry T. J.11organ. 

-No.8.-

From H. JJ. Durand, Esq., Under Secretary to the Government of India, 
Foreign Department, to J. D. Gordon, Esq .• c.s.I., Chief Commii'sicner of 
Mysore (No. I 00 I.G.) dated Fort ·william, 22nd January 1881. 

I HAVE ti1e honour to acknowledge the receipt of your secretary's letter, l\o. 
5080-ll4, dated 30th November 1880, regarding· mining leases in Myso1·e. 

2. In reply, I am to say that the Government of India accepts generaily your 
views on the subject as now stated. At the same time I am to request that the 
modifications suggested in my letter, No. 1094 I.G., dated 18th October 1880, 
may be carried out in the drawing up of future settlements. 

3. I am further to call your attention to paragraph 3 (iii.) of ~he above letter, 
and to request that you will favour the Gover:::"Jment of India with your opinion 
upfJD the suggestions there made, that to prevent disputes, the manne1· in which 
the output from the mines i;:; to be valued 1;hould be determined under Rule VI. 
of tbe propose:d rules forwarded in your letter, No. 2973-67, dated 17th August 
1880 .. 

-No.9.-

LETTER from A. H. 1llartindale, Esq., Assistant Secretarr to the Government of 
India, Foreign Department, to the He&ident in ),lnore (No. 936-I.) datecl 
Simla, 13th April 1883. · 

'\\'ITH refere:nce to the correspondence endin~ with :\Ir. Sandford's letter, 
:\ o •. 1154-G.-04, U<;ted 13th August 1881' I am ·~lirected -Frnm Secretary of Stllte to :'>ladras, 1\u. :W, datd 
to forward copies uf the papers noted in the maroin 28th DecemhPer ld~2!and endosures. _ . . , 1' . . . . 0 ' From .:IIadra~ to :-iecrctary of State, .:\ o._!!, dat"<l 
re,~al'( mg the grant Of leaSeS for gold IYJlDJllO' ill .\j YSOfC. 30thJanJmry 18~3, and Ouclosures. 

0 
• ( N.B.-'l'his correspondence i,; priutd in HNnr'·. 

to House of Commons, No. 61 1 ofltl!l:3.) 

:!. The:;e papers r<::fPr c!Jiefly to the so-culled Kolar conces~ion of 1880, 
'.\ hrtby a mining lease was granted to Colonel Beresford of the Madras Staff 

'i)l. B 4 Corps,. 
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Corps, and Assistant AJjutant General in the l\Iaclras Army. The concession 
appears to have been subsequently extended to an association formed of several 
gentlemen, more than one of whom appear to have been at the time in the 
service of the· Government, and whose participation in the speculation in 
question was an obvious breach of the rules prohibiting Go,·ernment officials 
from taking part in such ventures. The attention of the Government of India 

llrom Her !II~jcsty's Sect·emt·y of St11te, No, ,13, does not ap;.>ear to hav:- been directed at the Lime to the 
,!at~•! 3M liiuy 1862. · fact that the concessiOn to these gentlemen formed a 

hom Her :Majesty's Secretary of State, No, !!2, • J· t' f' tl 1 · f J 
dated :l5th Nl)vomber I8V2. VlO a Ion 0 1e ru es Ill orce. am now to request that 

(These Desrat~hes '~ere pm·~yr~publbhcd in the you will be so good as to favour the Government of India 
"Gazette of Indta," tnde Nottflcattons, dated 16th ·} d • 1 • 
January 1863, ~od 28th August 1872.} ~tan ea1 Y. ate w1t.1 un~ r~marks you may wtsh to rnal<e 

From s~cretary. of Stnto, No. oo, date~ 26th m explanat10n of the circumstances under which their 
,\ugu~t 1813. ( V1dc Home Department Ctrclllur, 1' • l' I · 
xo. 15-534, dntl'll 13th February 1874.) · app ICatwn 1or t 1e grant was accepted wtthout further 

N.B.-The above orders are given in the Return reference. I am particularly to draw your attention to . 
to the Jlott~e ofCommous, No. 6I,of 1883. tl d 't d I . 

1e or ers c1 e on t 1e margm. 

- 10. --

LETTER from J. B. Lyall, Esq., Officiating Resident .in 1\Jysore, to C. Grant, Esq., 
c.s.x., Secretary to the Government of India, F:.)l'eign Department (No. 
1312-216); dated Bangalore, 12th September 1883. . 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 936-1., 
dated 13th April 1883, forwarding correspondence regarding leases granted in 
Mysore for gold mining, and calling for any remarks m explanation of the 
circumstances under which applications for grants were accepted from officers 
who were in the service of Government. 

2. In reply, I have the honour to forward copy of letter No. 22, dated 31st 
August last, from the Dewan of Mysore, and its enclosures in original. 

3. From the paper~ submitted, it would appear that in rheir official dealings 
in 1876 and .1877 with Colonel Beresford of the .Madras Staff Corps, l\Ir. Dalyell 
and Mr. Saunders, late Chief Commissioners of .Mysore, must have both over­
looked the fact tha~ by the Secretary of State's Despatch, No. 22, dated 25th 
Novembet• 1862, the holding of land in Mysore and certain other States by 
military as well as civil officers was declared objectionable. It seems probable 
that Messrs. Dalyell and Saunders remembered only the general rule which 
allows military officers not in civil employ to hold land in any part of India; 
the reason for the special rule is not apparent on the surface, so unless an 
officer happened to remember. its existence, be would naturally conclude that a 
military officer might hold land in .Mysore as well as in British territory. 

4. The names of the other concessionaires, some of whom were in civil 
employ, were not disclosed in the documents which came before the Chief 
Commissioner of Mysore ; they first appeared in a document presented to the 
Dewan after the rendition. These other concessionaires seem to have intended 
from the first to enguge in the enterprise as shareholders in a company, but till 
the company could be formally ~onstituted, Colonel Beresford held the whole 
property in trust. 

LETTER from K. Sheshadri lyer, Dewan of Mysore, to the Resident in Mysore 
(No. 22); dated Bangalore, 31st August 1883. 

From.the Go:ernment ADVERTING to letter,* No. 936-1., dated 13th Aprill883 (which, with enclo­
';;e~a~~~~:;,e•gn sures, is herewith returned), I have the honour to state that, upon a ~t~dy of the 

previous correspondence, the facts connected with the granting of mnung r1ghts 
to the Kolar Concessionaires appear to be as follows :-

2. In August 1873, w!Jen Sir Richard Meade was the Chief Commissio?er: a 
Mr. Lavelle applied for the exclusive privilege of mining in the Kolar d1str1~} 
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of the DI \'SOre Province. When the terms of this proposal were under dis­
cussion a~d nothina- definite had heen granted to Mr. Lavelle, he applied that 
the names of Colo~el Beresford and Mr. Mackenzie might be substituted for 
his; a request which was granted by l\1r. Dalyell, the Officiating Chief Com­
missioner, in March 1876. There is nothing on record to show that Mr. 
Dalyell's attention was drawn to the fact that Colonel Beresf01·d was in Govern.· 
ment service, and that the rules of that service prevented his acquiring any 
such property. There was no reference made on the point either to .the 
Go·rernment of India or of Madras, where Colonel Beresford was at the tlme 
serving. 

3. The di~cussion on the original application of Mr. Lavelle ended in an 
AQ.Teement dated 19th i\Iarch 1877, beween the original applicant of the first 
part, the G~vernment of Mysore of the second part, and Colonel BerE:sford and 
l\Ir. Mackenzie of the third part. A copy of this Agreement is put up, showing Appendix A. 

the terms on which the concession was granted. In .July 1877 Mr. Mackenzie 
assigned an· his right and interest in favour. of Colon.el. Beresford, and the trans. 
action was admitted by Mr. Saunders as Chief Commissioner. 

4. In accordance with the Agreement above alluded to, Colonel Beresford 
selected 11 blocks of land in the Kolar District for gold mining purposes, 
and the Mysore Government granted to Colonel Beresford separate leases for 
these 11 distinct blocks; the first lease wa." issued on 22nd !\larch 1880, and 
the last, the eleventh, on 15th March 188l,allbefore the rendition (24th March 
1881). 

5. After the rendition, and in the month of December 1881, when the Kolar 
Concessionaires Company, Limited, had been formed, an Indenture was 
executed between Colonel Beresford of the first part, and ::inares. 

several gentlemen of the second part, and the Kolar Con- 1\lr. J. H. Blair, retired c. s. !lla!Iras • • 12·7;; 
cessionaires Company of the third part. The document General Bere~ford, retired StaffCorps • - S·i2 

:\Ir. A. H. Anderson - • . . • 8·i:.! 
was registered; and copy of it was sent to my office. For 1\Ir. :Leandcx· Miller, establishment of John 

t } fi ·t t' • th' l • d 't d Miller • - • • • • • 7·7:!. 
Je f;:, 1me ill IS ong COl rtspon ence, 1 WaS rna e ~Ir . .Frederick George Shaw _ • • . 7•72 

formally known to Government in the 5th paragraph of Captain :'11. B. McTaggart, retired . . 4·7:: 

tb • I d t ] t C 1 1 B f d 1 d b 't d !llr. J. D. B. Gribble, M. Civil Service • • 4•i:i. 
llS n en ure t 1a o one eres or 1a een consti ute Colonel A. w .. Lindsay, retired • • . 4•7::: 

trustee for the several gentlemen mentioned in the mara in Colonel J. L. Pearse - . ~ . 4·7::: 

b d d d d 9 h F b d h l
e> Mr. Lavelle ~ . . . . 4•7::: 

J ee , ate 1 t e ruary 1880, an t at t 1ey Lieutenant-Colonel Shaw Stewart • 4·7::: 
possessed a certain defined share in the Kolar Concession Colonel Michael - - • - 4·12 

from that date. The recitals in this Indenture ( datefl the Mr. William ~:I organ, Solicitor • Z·i:.: 

6th December 1881) explain all the tramactions which had previously taken 
place in connection with the concession granted by the M ysore Government. 
A memorandum of these recitals (Appendix B.) is euclosed for ready reference. 
The transactions therein referred to were not formally reportrd to the Mysore 
Government, though some allusion is made in previous correspondence to Colonel 
Beresford being only a trustee for some geutlemen not named. 

6. The financial results of the grants, in favour of the Kolar Concessionaires 
and others, are shown in the accompanying list (Appendix C.). 

P:S.-The income to Mysore from grauts in connection with the Kolar Con­
cession amounted till the rendition toRs. 92,825. 7.a. lip. The income from 
grants made since the rendition, unconnected with the Kolar Concession, amount 
to J}s. 46,2~5. Sa., exclusive of. stamp and registration fees upon some grants 
whtch are at present not ascertainable. 

1 ~I. c 
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APPENDIX A. 

MElUORANDUlll of AGREE:~mNT made the 19th day of March 1877, between JJ!iclwel 
Fitz9erald Lavelle, Esq., of Madras iu the East Indies, Civil Engineer, of the first part, 
th~ Governm~nt of ~Iysore of the .sec?n~ part, and George /Jela Por.r Ben~ford, a 
Lieute~an.t Colon~lm the ~fadras,, Staff Corps, and at present holding: t!w appointment 
of Officiating Assistant .1\dJutant General at Head Quarter>~, and re:wlmg at Madras, 
and Alexa!1der JJI_ackenzw, Esq., of l\Iadt·as, a Member of the Firm of l\Iessrs. 
A1'buthnot C) Co., of that place, Bankers, ~ferchants, and Agents, of the third part. 

'Whereas, by a memoranJum of agreement, duteJ the ::!2nd day of February 1875, and 
ex.pressed to be made between the sa!d Goverument of My sore of the one part, and the 
said M. F. Lavelle of the other part, 1t was thereby agreed that the said M. F. Lavelle 
should, at all times during the period of three years, coi'nmencing from the said 22nrl day of 
February.l875, have the exclusive right of prospecting and examining for gold, metallic 
ores, precwus stones, coal, and other substances of a merchantable nature in and throtwh­
out the district of Kolar in the Nandydt·oog Division of .1\fysore, and by the acrrcem~nt 
n·ow in recital, it was, inte1' alia, provided ~that the said M. F. Lavelle should find all 
moneys necessary for the purpo:se of prospecting, and that the said M. F. Lavelle, durincr 
the said period of three yea1·s, should be at liberty to select one or more pieces of land 
n~t exceeding in the aggregate 10 pieces,. and n? o.ne piece .to e~ce?d in extent hvo square 
miles out of any part of the lands compnsed w1thm the said district of Kolar, and which 
the said M. F. Lavelle should deem suitable for mining for gold, metallic ores, precious 
stones, coal, and other substances of a merchantable nature, and that the said Govern· 
ment of M ysore should grant to the said l\1. F. Lavelle leases for the same upon 
the termg, covenants, and conditions as in the said agreement now in recital is men­
tioned: 

And whereas, by articles of agreement made on the 18th day of February 1875, and 
expressed to be between the said George Dela PC~er Beresford of the one part and the 
said M. F. Lavelle of the other part, in consideration of the said George Dcla Poer 
Beresford agreeing to provide the said M. F. Lavelle with all necessary moneys for 
prospecting and working under the said hereinbefore in part recited agreement, a certain 
proportion of the profits to arise therefrom was thereby secured to him : 

And whereas, for the purpose of raising the necessary funds, the said 1\I. F. Lavelle 
and Geol'ge Dela Poer Beresford associated themselves with the said A. l\Iackenzie and 
several others. 

And whereas, in pursuance of the terms of an agreement entered into on the 13th day 
of March 1876, between the said M. F. Lavelle and the said George Dela Poer Beresford 
and Alexander Mackenzie, together with the several others so applied to by the said 
M. F. Lavelle and George Dela Poer Beresford, the said M. F. Lavelle reque~ted the 
said Government of Mysore to g;:_ant its con~ent t .. a transfer and assignment of the said 
agreement to the said George lJela Poer Beresfol'd and A. Mackenzie, and in e\·cry 
respect to consider the said George Dela Poer Beresford and A. Mackenzie as the 
assignees of all rights then vested in the said M. :F. Lavelle by virtue of the said agree• 
ment: 

And whereas, for the purpose of carrying out the said request of tl1e said ?vi. F. Lavelle, 
the Government of .1\Ivsore have consented, upon the said .1\I. F. Lavelle sul'l'endering to 
the said Government of Mysore all his interest under the said agreement, to enter into a 
similar agreement with the said George Dela Poer Beresford and A. J\Iaekenzie, their 
executor;;, administrators, and assigns : 

It is witnessed that he, the said M. F. Lavelle, doth hereby Furrender unto the saiJ 
Government of :M:ysore all the right of him, the said JH. F. Lavelle, to prospect and 
examine for gold, metallic ores, precious stones, coal, and otllCr substances of a merchant­
able nature in the district of Kolar and all othet· the rig:hts and privileges of him, the Baid 
M. F. Lavelle, under the said agreement of the 22nd February .187 5. . 

And it is further witnessed that, in con:>ideration of all and smgular the prenuses, and 
at the request and by the direction of the ;;aid M. F. Lavelle, testified by his execution of 
these present~, it is hereby agreed between the Government ?f 1\fy~ore on the one p~r.t, 
and the said George Dela Poer Beresford and A. Mackenzie, then· executors, adnuDI· 
strators, and assigns on the other part, as follows :-

1. The said George Dela Poer Beresford ami A. 1\Iackenzie, their executors, admini­
strators, and assicrns, bhall, from time to time, :mel at all times during the period of three 
years e;ommencing from the 13th day of 1\far?h 1876!.-h:we. exclusive license ancl ~i~c.rty to 
enter mto, upon, and throughout the district of l\.olar m the Nanclydroog Dms1on of 
:Mysore, and the boundaries of which district arc particularly described in the ~<.:hctlulc 
hereunder writteu, for the purpose of prospecting and examining for gold, metallic ore.", 
precious atones, coal, and other Rubstanees of a merchantable nature, the quartz, reef.~, :~nd 
strata of earths, atone, or rock runnincr tln·0u"'h the 8aid district, and also fur the hkc 
purposes or any of them to drive or sinC shaftd fn any place or place~ within Euch di,triet. y 2. The 
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2. The said George Dela Pocr BcrcsiorJ and A. Mackenzie, their executors, ~dmini­
stnnors and assigns shall find all moneys ncccss:1ry for the purposes of prospectmg and 
examininO' the siid district and also of dri,,ing shafts therein, but shall not, during such 
period ofthree years, be required to pay any r~nt or royalty to the said Gove1:nment of 
Mysore in reRpect of the land so t,o be entered mto and upon by them as aforesaid. 

3. The said Geor()'e Dela Poer Bere::;ford and A. Uackenzie, their executors, aclmini­
st~·ators and assigns ~hall not, during their operations for prospecting and examining in 
the said district the quartz, reefs and strata of earths, rock or stone, in driving shafts in 
any of the lands comprised in such district, interfere with the works or plant or vested 
interests of native miners and smelters in any other mines or washings within the limits 
of the said district of Kolar, and which are now in existence or in course of operation. 

4. The said Georo·e Dela Poer Beresford and .A.. Mackenzie, their executors, admini­
strators and assicrns,

0 

shall, during the said period of three~years, be at liberty to select, 
mark out and su~vey one or more pieces of land, but not exceeding in the aggregate 10 
pieces of land, and no one piece. of Ian~ ~o excee~ in .ext.ent two square mile~, out of any 
pa.rt or parts of the lands compnsed w1tlnn the sate~ d1str1?t of Kolar, and w:h~ch they, the 
sa1cl Georo·e Dela Poer Beresford and A. :Mackenzie, the1r executors, admmrstl'ators and 
assiO'ns, shall deem suitable for the purposes of mining for gold, metallic ores, precious 
sto:es, coal and other substances of a merchantable nature, and the said Government of 
1\Iysore shall, within the spare of three calendar months from the time of receiving from 
the said Georae Dela Poer Beresford and A. :Mackenzie, their executors, administrators 
and assians, a

0
notice in writing of any piece of land having been so selected, marked out 

and sur~·eyed by them, grant to them and their executors, administrators or assigns, 
a lease containing the exclusive license and liberty throughout such piece of land to mine 
and work all quartz, reefs and beds or strata of earth, stone or rock, containing or sup­
posed to contain gold, metallic ores, precious stones, coal~ or other substances of a mer­
chantable nature, for the term of 20 years from the date of such lease. 

5. Every lease so to be executed by or on behalf of the said Government of Mysore 
in favour of the saicl George Dela Poer Beresford and A. Mackenzie, their executors, 
administrators and assigns as aforesaid, shall contain the terms and conditions following, 
that is to say:-

I. Each lease shall be executed in duplicate as lease and counterpart, and shall be 
registered in clue form of law. 

II. Each lease shall grant to the said George Dela Poer Beresford and A. Mackenzie, 
their exerutors, administrators and assigns, exclusive liceme and liberty to search for, 
mine, :mel work all quartz, reefs, and beds and strata of earth, stone or rock, containing or 
supposed to contain gold, metallic ores, precious stones, coal, or othP.r substances of a mer,. 
chautable nature, and to wash, dress, crush and make merchantable all such gold, metallic 
ores, precious stones, coal and other wbstances found therein. 

III. Each lease shall contain power for the said George Dela Poer Beresford and 
A. l\Jackenzie! their executors, admnistrators and assigns to sell and dispose of all gold, 
metallic ores, precious stones, coal or other substances of a merchantable nature worked 
or found by them. 

IV. Each lease shall contain a provision prohibiting the said George Dela Poer Beres­
ford and A. Mackenzie, their executors, administrators or assigns from inte;fering with 
the works, plant, or vested interests of any of the native miners and smelters which are 
now in existence, or in the course of operation, in any part of the land comprised in such 
lease. . 

V. Each lease shall be for. the term of 20 years, commencing from the day of the date 
thereof. 

VI. Each lease sh:~.ll provide that the said George Dela Poer Beresford and 
A. Mackenzie, their execut0rs, administrators, and assigns, shall pay, from the date of 
its execution and for the term of the lease, the annual assessment charcreable on all 
arable and assessed lands comprised in such lease, the amount of such asse~sment being 
£xed at the date thereof, to be paid by instalments according to the rules in force in the 
district for the collection of land revenue; and in addition to such annual assessment 
ehall pay a penalty or premium of ao times the annual assessment in respect of all 
assessed lands which shall be required by the said George Dela Poer Beresford ancl A. 
1\Iackenzie, their executors, administrators, or assi()'ns, for the purpose of erecting builclinO's 
there_on, sinking 11hafts, or in any way opening 

0
up the surface therein, such penalty ~r 

rn·emmm being computed on the assessment paid on the land at the time bein()', in the 
ca~e of Government lands, or on the recorded valuation or "beriz," in the case

0
of inam 

or kayemgutta holdings, and being determined absolutely by the Deputy Commissioner 
of the district at the time of the execution of ~uch lease, or thereafter at any time that 
ihe.laml may be taken up by the said George Dela Poer Beresford ancl A. Mackenzie, 
their executors, administrators, or assiO'ns, or durin()' the term of their lease. Provided 
l . 'dl 0 0 t wt no mam Ol' occup1e and !ihall he comprised in a selected block, unless the said 

G e?rge Del a Pocr Beresford and A. :Ufackenzie, their executors, administrators, or 
a::~1gns, can themselves buy out the holders, or make their own terms with them as to the 
ce~-ion d their rights ; in which case the payment of the fine or premium afore-men-

1 0 1 • c 2 tionrrl 
r 
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tioned shall be remitted, and the said George Deb Poer Beresford and A. :Mackenzie 
their executor:>, administrators, and assigns, shall be required only to pay to the Gorem: 
ment the annual as8eBsment chargeable in the case of Government assessed lands, and 
the jodi or quit-rent w!1ich has theretofore been paid to Government by the inamdar or 
other occupant in the case of inurn lands. Provided also, that the said GeorO'e Deln. 
Poer Beresford and A. Mackemde, their executors, administrators, or assiO'~S shall 
during the continuance of the lease, pa.y, in addition to the annual assessm~ut, quit~ 
rent, or jodi aforesaid, all local ceases and other taxes or rates of every desciption for the 
time being payable in respect of the premises or lands comprised in the lease, or of any 
buildings or works erected thereon. 

VII. Each lease shall }Jrovide for the payment to the said Government of Mysorc, 
their successors or assigns, or to any officer appointed by them for the purpose ofreceivinO' 
the payment by the said George Dela Poer Beresford and A. Mackenzie, thcit· executor~ 
administrators_, or asslgns, of a royalty of 10 per cent. upon the net sale proceeUd of ali 
gold; metallic ores, coal, and other substances of a saleable nature, which shall have been 
dressed, crushed, and made merchantable by the said George Dela Poer Beresford and 
A. Mackenzie, thei1· executors, administrators, or assigns, and such royalty shall be paid 
clear of all deductions whatever. 

VIII. Each lease shall provide for the payment to the said Government of Mysore, 
their successors, or assigns, or to any officer appointed by tl1em for the purpose ofreceivin(l' 
the J?a;yment by the said George Dela Poer Beresford and A. Mackenzie, their executor~: 
adtmmstrat01·s, or assigns, o( a royalty of 20 per cent. upon the saleable value of all 
precious stones found on the land comprised in such lease, and such royaltv shall be paid 
clear of all.deductions whate'\"er. • 

IX. Each le~se shall contain a provision that, if and whenever any of tl1e said renta, 
a~sessments, or royalties, shall be in arrear for the space of 60 days after the expiration 
of the time allowed for payment by Clauses VI. and X. of paragraph 5, and after the 
issue of a notice by the civil executive officer of the district, Ito the said George DeJa 
Poer Beresford and .A. Mackenzie, their executors, administmtors, or assign~, they shall · 
not, within 30 days after the service of such notice, pay the rents, assessments, and 
royalties, the said . Government of Mysore, their successors or assigns, shall be at 
liberty to seize and distrain all gold, metallic ores, precious stones, coal and other 
~Substances of a saleable nature, in or about the mines or pits opened, worked, or 
carried on by the said George Dela Poer Beresf01·d and A. Mackenzie, their executors, 
administrators, or assigns, in the land comprised in such lease, and that the said 
Government of )fysore, their successors or assigns, may sell and dispose of e\'ery such 
distress as landlords may do for rent in arrear under demises of lands, and out of such 
distress or distre.sses, and the moneys produced thereby, may deduct and retain all arrears 
of rents or assessments and royalties then due under the lease, and all expenses incurred 
in or about any such distress. 

X. Each lease shall contain the following covenants on the part of the said George 
DeJa Poer Beresford and A. Mackenzie, their executors, administrators, and assigns, that 
they will, throughout the term of lease, in the best and most effectual manner, and with­
out intermission, except when prevented by inevitable accident, search fdr all gold, 
metals, metallic ores, precious stones, coal, and other 11ubstances of a saleable character, 
within or upon the lands comprised in such lease,. and will also, if required, and before 
the. sale thereof, deliver to, or permit to be taken by the said Government of 1\lysorc, 
their successors or assign~;~, or their aO'ent or agents, a sample or samples of all metals, 
metallic ores, precious stones, coal and

0 
other substances which shall have been dressed, 

crushed, and made merchantable and prepared for sale. All such samples so taken shall 
be paid for by the said Government of 1\:lysore, their successors or assigns, at the curre!lt 
market rate. And, al:so, thot they, the said George Dela Poer Beresford and A. l\1ackenz1.e, 
their executor~, administl:ators, or assigns will, immediately af~er any sale. of the smd 
metals, metalhc ores, preCious stones, coal an4 other substances, gtve to the said GoYern­
ment of l\1ysore, their successors or a11siO'ns, or their agent or agents, a return of the 
prices for which the same respectively shall have been sold, and, if required, the names of 
the purchasers thereof, and also that they will, within 90 days after any such sale, or 
within six months from the time of the extraction of the ore, pay to the said Govern-
ment of 1\:lysore, their successors or assigns, the royalties hereinbefore reserved. . 

And also that they will, throughout the said term, make and keep in son~e convemcnt 
place on the said lands, and so that the said Government of :Mysore, their successors, 
agent, agents, and assigns, can have at all times fi:ee access thereto, proper . books of 
accounts of the working of the said mines, and the costs thereof, and of the <hsposal of 
t)1e metals ~nd metallic ores, containing all particulars ~f. quantities, dates, and ,other 
facts and cu·cumstances necessary or proper for ascertammg the exact value of such 
metal and. metallic ore. And also correct maps, plana, and sections of the said min~s 
and workmgs. ;And also w~ll, when required by the said Gover~ment of 1\Iys?rc •. their 
su~cessors or asw':ns, or their agent or agents, give to them ?optes of all entr!es m the 
satd books, and of every such map, plan, and section, as aforesa1d. And also will, at the 
end, or sooner determination of th~ said term, give up to the s:1id Government of JI.Ip~rc, 
or th~i.r successors or assigns, the said books, maps, planfl, and sections in good and ycrfect 
cond1t1on. And also will, throughout the said term, keep all boundary }JOS!s m goo.d 

' ,;.. 

u 
repa1r 
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repair and condition, and ev~ry shaft, pit, or open working with.in the sai~ lands! suffi­
ciently fenced for the protectiOn of man and beast. And also WJll not until the license 
be obtained in writing of the said Go·vernment of Mysore, their successors or assigns, or 
their arrent or acrents, wilfully close, fill up or choke any mine or shaft. And also will 
keep open and I~ot obstru~t all o: any e;=<isting roads, paths, or bye-w.ays of any kind 
whatsoever. And also WJil permit the said Government of Mysore; their successors and 
at:8igns, and their agent or agents_, servant~ and workm~n, throughout the said term, to 
enter upon any of the works earned on under or by virtue of these presents, and exa­
mine the state and condition thereof, and to use the engines, machinery and apparatus 
upon or within the said lands, for that or for any other lawful and rea!!onable purpose; 
makin()' compensation for such use (except when required for .examining and takinf!; plans). 
The a~ount of snch compensation, in case of difference, to be settled by two arbitrators, 
one to be named by the said Government of :Mysore or their successors or assigns, and 
the other by the said George Dela Poer Beresford and A. Mackenzie, their executors, 
administrators or assigns, or if the arbitrators differ by an umpire to be chosen by them 
before entering upon the arbitration, and if either party shall fail to name an arbitrator 
after notice in writing by the other, or his or their agent, requiring him or them so to do, 
or shall name an arbitrator who neglects to act or to proceed with due diligence in the 
business of the arbitration, or who will not join in naming an umpire, then by the valuation 
of the arbitrator named by the other party, and the award made by such arbitrators or 
umpire may be made a rule of Court, subject to the provision of the Code of Civil Pro­
-cedure or any then ·subsisting statutory modification thereof, and all!o to exercise the 
liberties hereinbefore reserved, and will afford all reasonable facilities and assistance in 
the exercise thereof. And also will from time to time make compensation to the lessee, 
tenant or occupier of any of the eaid lands for all damage 01' injury to, or interference with, 
the surface thereof. 

And also will from time to time~ ::md at all times hereafter, effectually keep 1ndemnified 
the said Government of Mysore, their ~tuccessors and assigns, from and against all claims, 
<1emands and expenses whatsoever, by reason, or in consequence of any injury to, or inter­
ference with any lands or property whatsoever, occasioned by, or arising from the working 
under these presents, or the exercise of the liberties hereby granted. And also will deliver to 
the said Government of 1\'lyt;ore, their successors or assigns, a copy of every assignment or 
under-lease of the said premises or any part thereof, within two calendar months after the 
date of every such assignment or under-lease. And also will, at the expiration or sooner 
determination of the said term, deliver to the said Government of :Mysore, their successors 
or assigns the mines worked under these presents, and all workings, buildings, boundarv 
posts and fences connected therewith, and other the premises in good repair and working 
order, and in all respects in such state and condition as shall be consistent with the due 
performance of the covenants hereinbefore contained.·· And in the event of the said 
Government of M ysore, their successors or assigns desiring to purchase any of the plant, 
machinery or fittings belonging to the said George Dela Poer Beresford and A. Mackenzie, 
their executors, administrators or assigns (providing they shall be willing to part with 
the same), then and in that case the amount of purchase money to be paid for the same 
shall in the case of difference be settled by arbitration in the same manner as is herein­
before provided in the case of difference ~rising as to the amount of compensation to be 
paid to the said George Dela Poer Beresford a!ld A. Mackenzie, their executors, admi­
nistrators or assigns as aforesaid. 

XI. That each lease shall contain an express condition to the effect that, if and when­
ever any part of the rents or MSessments and royalties thereby reAerved shall be in arrear 
for 30 days after due notice has been served on the said George Dela Poer Beresford and 
A. Mackenzie, their executors, administrators or assigns, or any one or more of tl1em, or 
on their agents, or fixed on any part of the lands comprised in the lease, demanding· pay­
ment of the same, or if the said George Dela Poer Beresford and A. Mackenzie, their 
executors, administrators or assigns, or their workmen shall cease to carry on the regular 
working of the mines, or cause any obstruction or annoyance to the .;>fficers of the said 
Government of Mysore, or to the people of the country, or refuse to afford information to 
the Government of Mysore, or if and whenever there shall be a breach of any of the 
covenants on the part of the said George Dela Poer Beresford and A. Mackenzie, their 
executors, administrators or a~signs, then in such case the said Government of Mysore, 
their successors or assigns or their agent or agents duly empowered on that behalf, 
may re-enter upon any part of the mines or workings carried on under any such lease in 
the name of the whole, provided always that no such re-entry shall take place until after 
the expiration of a notice, which shall first be given to the said Georcre Dela Poer 
B~re.sford a~d A. ~I.ackenzie, their. executors, administrator~ or assigns, calling upon t!1em 
wrthm a period ot s1x months to g1vc a reasonable explanation of the matter complamed 
·of~ and to rectify the same, which notice shall be in writinrr, and shall be served on the 
said George Dela Poer Beresford and A. Mackenzie, their ~xecutors, administrators and 
assigns or any one or more of them, or on their agents, or fixed on any part of the lands 
comprised in tl1e leaE<e, and to be l:ligned on behalf of the said Government of M ysore, by 
the Civil Executive Officer of the district, or any other officer specially empowered on 
that behalf, and in default of any such reasonable explanation and reetification as aforesaid 
the term of 20 years to be granted by such lease shall absolutely cease and determine. 
In witness thereof Colonel James Langford Pears, Commissioner of the said Nandydrooo-

1 g J. c 3 Divisio~ 



22 CORRESPONDENCE REL.\.Tll\G TO 

Division of i\lysore, acting for aml on behalf of the said Government of Mysorc anJ. the 
other parties to these pre$euts have hereunto set their respective hamh the day andy t·~n 
first above written. 

ScHEDVLE to which the above-written Agreement refers. 

Boundaries of the Kolar District: 
On the east, by the North Arcot District. 
On the south, by the Salem District. 

On the west, by the Bangalore and Tumkur Districts of the .Mysore Province. 
On the north, by the Bellary and Kadapa Districts. 
Area of the district, 2,500 square miles or thereabouts. 

' · (signed) M. F. Lavell~. 

Witness to the signature of the above-named Michael Fitzgerald Lavelle. 

(signed) Joltn lJfillet, of Madras, Barrister-at-Law. 
J. J. Palrnan, :Managing Clerk · 

to the Administrator General of l\Iadras. 

(signed) · J. L. Pearse, 
Commissioner, N andydroog Divi8ion. 

Witness· to the signature of the above-named 
James Langford Pearse. 

(signed) R. H. James. 
J. W. Blaikie. 

(signed) G. Dela Poer Beresford, Lieut.-Col., 
Assistant Adjutant General. 

·witness to the signature of the above~narned 
George Dela Poer Beresford. 

(signed) W. E. Scltmidt. 
John Sylk. 

Witness to the signature of the above-named 
Alexander Mackenzie. 

(signed) Francis Desilva. 
E. Robbinson. 

(signed) A. ~lfackenzie. 

Present at 12 noon on 18th April 1877 at the office of :\Iessrs. Arbuthnot & Co., 
Beach Madras by-

A. illackenzie. 
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APPENDIX B . 

.A.BSTIUCT l\fEliiORANDmr of the Recitals in the Deed of Assignment, dated 6 December 1881, 
executed in favour of the Kolar Concessionaires Company. 

I. 
)Iemoranclum of Agreement, 

dated 19 March 1877. 

II. 
Indenture, dated 21 July 1877 -

III. 

Parties-
}. Mr. l\1. F. Lavelle. 
2. Government of Mysore. 
3. Colonel G. D. Beresford and Mr. A. Mackenzie. 

By this agreement, the right of prospecting for gold in the 
Kolar District up to 13 March 1879 i~ transferred to parties 
No.3; viz., Colonel G. D. Beresford and Mr. A. Mackenzie. 

Parties-
1. Colonel G. D. Beresford. 
2. Mr. A. Mackenzie, 

Mr. Mackenzie makes over all his right, title, and interest in 
the Kolar Concession to Colonel G. D. Beresford. 

Chief Commissioner's Order, No. Extending the prospecting period up to February 1883, and 
8246-1656, elated 12 :Febru- the period of lease from 20 to 30 years, and reducing the rate 
:try 1880. of royalty from ten to five per cent. 

IV. 
Deed of Trust, dated 19 Febru- Colonel Beresford was aupointed trustee fo'r the followinO' 

ary 1880. gentlemen in connection ~ith the Kolar Concession:-
0 

I. l\Ir. J. H. Blair 

2. Colonel G. D. Beresford -

3. Mr. A. Hay Anderson 

4. Mr. Leander Miller (as Executor of John Miller) 

5. l\Ir. F. G. Shaw 

6. 1\ir. W, B. McTaggart -

7. Mr. J.D. B. Gribble 

8. Colonel A. ,V, C. Lindsay 

9. Colonel J. L. Pearse 

10 . .Mr. i\1. F. Lavelle -

11. Colonel J. H. 1\i. Shaw Stewart 

12. Colonel J. Michael 

13. l\Ir. ·w. Morgan 

V. 

:. 

TOTAL 

Shares. 

8 
72 
7 
7~ 
7 

l:t 

4 

u 
4 

TI 
4 

72 
f:i 

Lease, dated 22 l\farch 1880 

VI. 

- The Government of Mysore lease to Colonel Beresford the 
"Ooregaum Block," containing 1,280 acres, 30 guntas, and 70 
square yards. 

-I Leasing the H l\Iathamangalam Block" to Colonel Beresford, 
. 1 ,280 acre::~. 

I.~ease, dated 13 Au(J'ust 1880 
0 

VII. 
Indentmc, dated 27 September 

1k80, 
Parties-

1. Colonel G. D. Beresford. 
2. The 13 gentlemen named in Deed of Trust, dated 

19 February 1880 (vide Document No. IV. above). 
3. T!1e ~1ysore Gold Mining Company (Limited) f~rmcd 

m England. 
4. Charles Tennant and Archibald Shanks Shaw (probably 

" promote~·s of the above Company). 
7J0 acres out of the "Ooregaurn Block," known as block~ 

N ~s .. 3, 4 and .'3, rue sold to party No. 3, •• The l\fysure Gold 
Mmmg Company,'' 
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VIII. 
Indenture, dated 1 November 

. 1880. 

IX. 
Agreement, dated 16 Se1)tember 

1880, and indenture, dated 
1 November 1880. 

X. 
I. Indenture, dated 10 August 

1880. 
2. Agreement, dated 6 Novem­

. her 1880. 
3. Indenture, dat~d 21 April 

1881. 

XI. 

Parties-
!. Colonel G. D. Beresford . 
2. Mr. A. Mackenzie. 
3. AU the 13 gentlemen above referred to. 
4. Ooregaum Gold Mining Company (Limited), formeJ in 

1\Iadras. 
Selling to party No.4," The Ooregaum GolJ 1\linin(r Com­

pany," :::.63 odd acres out of the Ooregaum Block, and k~own as 
Block No.2. 

Parties-
1. All the 13 gentlemen above referred to, representeil by 

Colonel G. D. Beresford. . 
2. The lHadras Gold Mining Company (Limited), formed 

at l\1 adras. 
Making over 640 acres out of the :Madamangalam Block to 

party No. 2, the .Madras Gold .Mining Company. 

Parties-
!. The 13 gentlemen above named. 
2. The Kolar Gold Mining Company (Limited), promoted 

by Messrs. Adam Hay Anderson and T. D. :Sargent. 
Selling to" The Kolar Gold Mining Company" 300 acres out 

of the "1\fallamangalam Block." 

Indenture, dated 14 October Colonel James Michael (No. 12) makes over to Colonel 
1880. William Arbuthnot his * shares in the concession. 

XII. 
Agreement, dated 6 December 

1880. 

XIII. 

Parties-
!. The Kolar Gold Mining Company. 
2. Mr. Adam Hay Anderson. 
3. The 13 gentlemen above named. 

The Kolar Company agreed to release to party No. 3 fol' a 
consideration of 5,000 1., the right to 1·equire a sub-lease of the 
southern moiety of the Madamangalam Block, which had been 
secured to the said company by indenture, dated 10 August 1880. 

Note.-The above-mentioned sum of 5,000 l. was paid by the 
13 gentlemen to the Kolar Company. 

By the above agreement, it was also agreed that the Kolar 
Company should take the northern moiety of the l\Iadamangalam 
Block in lieu of the southern moiety which they relinquished. 

Agreement endorsed on the Altering a date in the agreement, dated 10 August 188(), 
agreement, dated 6 December 
1880, 

XIV. 
Indenture, dated 7 December 

1880. 

XV. 

Parties-
!. All the 13 gentlemen named above, substituting Colonel 

Arbuthnot for Colonel .Michael. 
2. Colonel H. Dyer. 
3. R. Gordon (Trustee for the Great Southern of Mysorc 

. Gold Mining Company) (Limited). 
Parties in No. 1 agree to grant to the Great Southern of 

Mysore Gold Mining Company a sub-lease of the southern half 
of the Madamangalam Block. 

Agreement, dated 3 January Morlifying dates of payment of consideration money referred h• 
1881. in agreement, dated 7 December 1880. 

XVI. 
Under-lease, dated 8 April 1881 Parties-

1. Colonel Beresford. 
2. All the remaining 12 gentlemen. 
3. Colonel H. Dyer. 
4. The Great Southern Company. 

Parties No. 4 accept an under-lease of the southern moiety (•f 
the l\1 adumangalam Block. 
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XVII. 
InL1cnture, dated H January 1881 

XVIII. 

Parties-
!. Colonel Beresford. 
2. All the remaining 12 gentlemen above referred to. 
3. Arthur Lionel Preston. 

· 4. The Nandydroog Company (Limited). 
The N andydroog Company, No. 4, are granted an under-lease 

of about 250 acres out of" Block No. 1, Ooregaum." 

Lease, dated 7 March 1881 
I . . . 

- The Government of 1V[ysore grant to Colonel G. D. Beresforu a 
lease of the Oriental Block, 640 acres. 

XIX. 
Agreement, dated 25 November 

1880. 

XX. 
Agreement, dated 25 November 

1880 . 
..:\greement, datecl4 July 1881-

II 

XXI. 

Parties-
1. The 13 gentlemen referred to above. 
2. Sir 'YV. \Y. Arbuthnot, Bart. 

Sir Vv. W. Arbuthnot agreed to procure a company, who would 
take a sub-lease of the Oriental Block. 

Parties-
1. The 13 gentlemen above referred to. 
2. Mr. A. Mackenzie. 

The Honourable P. 1\Iacfayden. 
Sir vV. "\V. Arbuthnot. 
Mr. G. G. Arbuthnot. 
Mr. J. '\V. Arbuthnot, of Messrs. Arbuthnot & Co. 

Messrs. ArbuthD;ot & Co. agree to procure a company for the 
sub-lease of the Onental Block. 

Note.-This company has not as yet been formed. 

LeaBe, dated 15 March 1881 - Parties-

XXII. 
Agreement, dated 4 December 

1sso. 

XXIII . 
.Agreement, dated 24 February 

1881. 

XXIV. 

!. Colonel Beresford. 
· 2. The Government of' Mysore. 

Gove1;nment lease to Colonel Beresford the " No. 2 North 
Ooregaum Section Block." Extent 320 acr~s, 37 guntas, 69 square 
yards. 

Parties-
1. Mr. J. H. Blair and Colonel A. "\V. C. Lindsay, on 

behalf of the 13 gentlemen above referred to. 
2. James Thomas Harris. 

Party No.2 agrees to purchase the" No.2 North Ooregaum 
Section Block." 

Altering a date in the agreement, dated 4 December 1880. 
Note.-A company was formed in England, under the name of 

"The North Ooregaum Gold Mining Company,'' for taking a 
sub-lease of No.2 North Ooregaum Section Block, but no such 
sub-lease has as yet been executed. 

Lease, dateJ 15 March 1881 - Parties-

XXV . 
. \greemcnt, dated 3 January 

1 t\81. 

I 

!. The Government of Mysore. 
2. Colonel G. D. Beresford. 

Government grant to Colonel Beresford n lease of the No. 4 
North Ooregaum Section Block. Extent 320 acres. 

Partics-
1. Mr. J. H. Blair anJ Colonel A. \V. C. Lindsay, on 

behalf of the 1:3 gentlemen. 
2. Inches Campbell Walker. 

l\Ir. \Valker agt·ccs to form a companv for the sub-lease of'' The 
No. 4 North Oorcgaum :::lcction l3lock:" 

D 
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XXVI. 
Agreement, dated 21 February Modifyinp the date m~ntion.ed in the agreement, datct13 ,January 

1881. 1881, for the formatiOn of the company therein llc~cribed. 

XXVII. 
Under-lease, dated 27 July 1881, 

and Agreement, dated 13 Octo­
ber 1881. 

XXVIII. 

Purti~s-
1. Colonel Beresfortl. 
2. All the remaining 12 gentlemen. 
3. Messrs. Arbuthnot & Co. 
4. Inches Campbell 1V alker. 
5. Nine Reefs Company (Limited). 

The Nine Reefs Company take a sub-lease of No.4 North 
Ooregaum Section Block. 

Lease, dated 7 March 1881 - Government grant a lease of the Balaghat Block to Colonel 
Beresford. Extent 150 acres. 

XXIX. 
Agreement, dated 25 December 

1880. 

XXX. 
Agreement, dated. 26 March 

1881. 
Indenture, dated 1 June 1881. 

XXXI. 

Parties-
1. The 13 gentlemen above referred to. 
2. The Honourable P. Macfayden. 

No. 2 agreed to procure a company for the sub-lease of the 
Balaghat Block. 

Such a company was formed, under tl1e name of "The Balacrhat 
Gold Mining Company (Limited)," and the company to~k a 
sub-lease of the Oriental .Block. , 
Note.-Mr. J. Miller, one of the 13 gentlemen above named, 

being dead, the name of his execntrix, Catherine Emma Morgan, 
is entered in this document. 

Lease, dated 7 March 1881 - Government grant to Colonel Beresford the lease of the Kaiser-i­
Hind Block. Extent 640 acres. 

XXXII. 
Agreement, dated 31st January 

1881. 

XXXIII. 
Agreement, dated 31 January 

1881. 

XXXIV. 
Agreement, dated 30 March 

1881, and Indenture, dated 
26 July 1881. 

XXXV. 

Note.-The royalty and rents payable to Government for thio 
block were compounded by a lump sum payment of 55,000 rupees. 

Parties-
1. The 13 gentlemen named above. 
2. John Henry Buchanan Forbes. 

No. 2 agreed to procure a company for taking a sub-lease of 
the "Kaiser-i-Hind" Block. . 

Parties-
!. The 13 gentlemen named above. 
2. Messrs. Arbuthnot & Co. 

Messrs. Arbuthnot & Co. agree to form a company for takinp; 
up the Kaiser-i-Hind Block. 

Such a company was formed, under the name of "The Kaiser-i­
Hind Gold Minin"' Company (Limited)," and the company took 
a ~nb-lease of the Kaiser-;i-Hind Block. 

Lease, dated 15 March 1881 - Government grant to Colonel Beresford the lease of the Victoria 
Block. Extent 640 acres. 

XXXVI. 
Agreement, dated 7 January 

1881. 

XXXVII. 

Parties-
!. The 13 gentlemen above named. 
2. Major Charles Henry Streett. 

No. 2 arrreed to form a company for the purpose of taking a 
sub-lease ~f the Victoria Block. 

Agreements, dated 14 J nne 1881 Extending time for the formation of the above-meutionetl corn-
and August 1881. pany. 
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XXXVIII. 
Agreement, dated 31 January 

1881. 

XXXIX . 

Parties-
!. The 13 gentlemen above named. 
2. Mr. C. H. Streett. 

No. 2 agreed to form a company for the purpose of taking up 
the Albert Block. 

Note.-No lea,.;e for the Albert Block has yet been issued by 
Government. 

.Agreements, dated 14 ,Tune 1881 Extending time for the purchase of the Albert Block. 
and August 1881. 

XL. 
Lease, dated 15 :March 1881 - Government grant to Colonel Beresford a lease of the .Nc. 3 

North Ooregaum Section Block. Extent 320 acres. 
XLI. 

Lease, dated J .5 March 1881 ditto - • Concessionaires' Block. Extent 640 acres. 

XLII. 
Lease, dated 15 ~larch 1881 ditto - - Simon's Block. Extent 318 acres, 37 guntas, 

6!> square yards. 

XLIII. 
Mortgage tleeds, elated 1 Septem- Mr. Gribble's and Mr. Adam Hay Anderson's shares in the con-

her 1880 and 24 January 1881 cession were mortgaged to Messrs. Arbuthnot & Co. 

XLIV. • 
Indenture, dated 6 Decembel' The rights and premises granted to the Kolar Concessionaires are 

1881. assigned to the "Concessionaires Company," composed of the 
following gentlemen :- -

1. Colonel G. D. Beresford. 
2. Mr. G. H. Blair. 
3, Colonel A. vV. C. Lindsay. 
4. Colonel J. L. Pearse. 
5. Mr. Adam Hay Anderson. 
6. Catherine Emma 1\Iorgan (Executrix of the late Mr. John Miller). 
7. Mr. F. G. Shaw. 
8. Mr . • T. D. B. Gribble. 
9. Mr. W. B. McTaggart. 

10. Mr. M. F. Lavelle. 
11. Lieutenant-Colonel J, H. M. Shaw Stewart. 
12. Lieutenant-Colonel "\V. Arbuthnot. 
13. :Mr. W. Morgan. 

(signed) K. Skeshadri Iyer, 
Dewan of Mysore. 

0 .1. 
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REGISTER of LEASES granted by the Government of Mysore for Gold Mining in the Province of Mysore. 

Date REMARKS, 

District and Taluk, Name of Property. Name of Lessee. and Term of Description of Land. Extent. 
MPayable Showing Stamp Dnty and Registration Fees, and 

Lease. Redemption Fine and Deposits. 

Acres G. Yds. Ra. a. P· &. a. p. 

KoL.IR, BET:liANGALA - Ooregaum, No, I • - Lieutenant-Colonel George 22 Mar. 1880, Unassessed waste land 660 25 0 - Stamp d~ty - - - - - - - 26 - -
de Ia Poer Beresford. 30 years. Occt<pied land - - 1.53 7 108 148 - 9 Registration fees . - . - 2fl 12 -

Unoccupied land - 199 0 40 87 9 5 - -
Inam land - 267 37 43 06 1 8 Stamp for assignment of 2.50 acres to the Nan· 

7,526 dydroog Gold Mining Company - - - - -.. 
1,280 30 70 331 11 10 Registration fees for - ditto - ditto- - 1,537 8 -

Stamp for assigning 263! acres to the Ooregaum 
Company - - - - - - . 225 - -

Registration fees for - ditto - ditto- 00 - -
Stamp for assignment to 1\lysore Gold Mining 

D,fi2G Company - - - - - - - -
Registration fee!l for . ditto . ditto- . 1,132 - -

Mathamangalnm Block - ditto - ditto - - 13 Aug. 1880, Unassessed waste land 797 5 64 - Stamp duty - - - - - - - 20 - -
30 years. Unoccupied arnhle 436 28 63 382 1 10 Registration fees - - . - - - 19 l:l -

land. 
Occupied Government 41 15 108 24 14 4 Stamp for assigning a part of the block . - Q - -

lund. Registration fees for - ditto - ditto- . &3 12 -
Innm land - - 4 30 • 7 12 Stamp for assigning 640 acres to the l\Iadras 

1,280 Gold Mining Company - . - - 5,02.3 - -
0 0 407 12 2 

Registt·ation fees for - ditto - ditto· - l,O:J.) -
~ ~-

Stump for asei~ning hnlf of the above to the 
lllysoro Reefs Gold lllining Company - - 8,0~.:; -

Registration foes fvt· - ditto - ditto- . l,G4~j - -

Kai,ct·-i-Hind Block ditto ~itto . - 7 l\Iat•. 1881, Uuarahlo wa•te land lllO 21 !10 :-::tamp duty - . - - 2G 
30 years. Arnblo , " 1~0 18 22 Ill 15 7 Rt•gistration fee• - - - . . - 40 - -

---~·· ~--·-- n .. nt• nntlrnynltirs •lisrhnrged hy 11 lump pny· 6-10 0 0 111 15 7 
rncut of - . - - . - 5!j,O(l0 - -

-·- -· :-:;tamp for a~!'ig.:ninl! ri;.;:hts to tlJ(~ Kai£-m·~i-Hind 1 

! Company .. - - - .. • • ! ,) - -
Hw1 i--tmtinn f1'C' for . f!itln . diltn • - J,;,j:1 - -



- diii\J - • ditto 

Balaghat Block • ~ ditto ~ - ditto ditto 

Concessionaires' Block • . ditto - . ditto 15 Mar. 1881, 
30 years. 

t::l 

--·~ 

Victoria Block - ditto . . ditto ditto 

Simon's Block - ditto • • ditto ditto 

Unns~E:'S~C'tl unarnhl 
waste lanu. 

t) 

Unoccupied nrabl 0 

wa,,tc laild. 
! Oceupie•l land ( Kan -
I 

dayen). 
Occupied land (1Iool . 

gaval), 

Occupied land (Kan 
daycn). 

Unoccupied arabi e 
waste land. 

Unoccupied unnrabl 
waste land. 

e 

Unarnble wnste (Go 
vernment). 

Unarable waste (.Jod 
village). 

Arn ble waste 
·ment). 

. 

i 

. 

Arable waste (Jod i 
village). 

Arable Government 
waste land. 

Unarable Government 
waste land. 

Unamble Government 
waste. 

waste 
4rable 

waste. 
Arable GoYernment 

waste (Jodi village). 
Government lands 

(Kandayen). 
Occupied lands (Jodi 

village). 

Curried forwurd • 

·187 

80 

43 

78 

(i-!0 

1 

15 

133 

149 

426 

104 

65 

44 

040 

55 

585 

640 

166 

37 

20 

40 

45 

3 

318 

5,581) 

18 8·1 

;)7 (j 

'l 116 

lD 30 

0 0 

6 34 

4 116 

2 13 

13 42 

17 41 

22 80 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

3 l! 

38 '95'1 

0 0 

0 0 

27 73 

7 26 

37 69 

I 00 

-
78 10 1 

~3 I) 4 

!) 3 3 

Ill 0 8 

1 1 4 

14 1 -
-

15 2 4 

-
-

60 611 

-
00 611 

51 2 2 

-
51 2 2 

-
-

24 2 0 

-
41 - 5 

2 4 9 

07 7 11 

1,Hi7 1 7 

duty -
Ht,~i>•tnlti<m fees 

Stamp duty 
Registration fees 
Starnp for assigning rit)hls to the Enlaglmt 

Gold l\Iining Company 
Registration fees for - ditto - ditto 

Stamp duty • • 1 

Registration fees 
Statnp for assigning righte over this block ns 

well as over the other blocks in the di~trict to 
Concessionaires' Company (Limited) 

Registmtion fees for • ditto - ditto 

Stamp duty -
Registration fees 

Stamp duty • 
Rcgistt·ntion fees 

26 - -
40 -

1,220 
28~ 

~0 
3[) 

5 
132 

26 

8 -

G -

30 8 -

2G -
40 8 

• !JO,li32 10 -



RnoisT£R of Leases granted by the Government of My.vore for· Gold Mining in the Province of llfy.~ore-continued. 

Date Annual RE:ItfARKS, 
Description of Land. Assessment 

District and Taluk. Name of Property. Name of Lessee. and Term of Extent. 
Payable Showing Stamp Duty and Registration Fe.!s, and 

Lease. to Government. Redemption Fine and Deposits. 

Acres G. Yds Rs. a. p. R1. a. p. 

Brought forward - 5,589 1 6Q 1,157 1 7 . . - - - - - 90,532 10 -

KoLAR, B!lTMANGALA . North Ooregaum Section, Lieutenant Colonel George 16 Mar. 1881, Government lands 11 38 97 4 -11 Stamp duty - . - . - . 26 - -
Block No. II. de In Poer Beresford. 3Q years. (Kanda yen). Registration fees - - - . - - 39 8 -

Government arable 50 32 2 47 3 7 
waste. 

Government unarable 257 9 22 
waste. 

320 0 0 51 4 6 

I 

Ditto - . No. III. - ditto . ditto . - ditto - Government unarable 296 33 107 - Stamp duty • . . - - 26 - -
waste. Registration fees - - - - . - 37 8 -

Government arable 23 6 14 21 8 4 
waete. 

320 0 0 21 8 4 

Ditto . . No. IV. - ditto - ditto - . ditto - Unarable Government 253 35 45 - Stamp duty - - - - . . - 2G - -
waste, Registration fees . - - . . . 3!) 8 

Arable Government 66 4 76 61 7 6 Stamp for assignment of rights to the Nine 
waste. Reefs Gold Mining Company - - - 5 -

Registration fees for - ditto . ditto • 802 - -
320 0 0 61 7 6 

ToTAL before the} 
rendition - 6,549 1 60 1,201 511 j91,534 2 -

GR;~~AL} &. 02,825. 7. 11 . 

. 
' 

~HJ\fooA HoxxAt~t - . Yurgnnhnloo Block . Lieutenant John Haddock, 14 Jan. 1882, Occupied lands • 1 38 0 
I, . 2 - Stamp Duty - . - - - . - }() -

! a retired officer of the 30 years. Arable waste - 518 3 0 33!) 11 Rcgi•trntion fees 
I 

(i2 J:l 
Madras Army, 

- - - - - - -
Unaruble waste - 150 3 0 i5 1 - Deposit money - - . 1,000 -

I 
--

I 
670 4 0 4](l 12 -

I > 



Ditto Nu, Ill 

Ditto No.7 

Dutiurhalti Bloek -

Koonkwa Block -

Til'trampoor Block 

William t1nJT!Itl, EHh (If • ditto 
Bnug·a!orl'. 

lllnjor-General Robm·t G. 
Lewis, retired list, llan­
g·aiure. 

Lieutenant 8. t'. Gough, 
2tul I3attulion, the Hump­
shiro Rog·imcnt. 

C. llfeennl•shaiyn, Es<J., 
Barrister-nt· Law, Dan• 
gnloro. 

Lieutenant A. llf. Lloyd, 
attached to the 12th 
.Madras Native Infantry, 
Palaveram. 

ditto 

15 Jnn. 1882, 
30 years. 

20 Aprill882, 
30 yont•s, 

5 May 1882, 
30 years. 

William Robertson, Esq., 24 July 1882, 
of Stafford, in the county 30 years. 
of Stafford, England. 

oe,•npio<l lands -
Arnhlo wustu 
llnaru hlo ;, 
lmunluntl:s 

Occnpie<lland -
Arublo wasto 
Unarable , 
Inmn lnnds 

Occupied luml -
,\ruble wasto 
Unarable , 
I nam lauds 

Occupied land 
Arnblo wasto 
Unarable ,, 
lnnm luud8 

Occupied land 
Arable wnsto 
Unurublu ,. 
lnam lands 

Occupied lands -
Unarable wuste 
Inam lands 

Can·ied forward • • 

I 

Is:; 21) 0 301 12 -
lt\ 31 () 

I 

11 - -
4W 2il 0 !W:J 14 -

:11 (i 0 34 8 
--··-------

Gl5 (i 0 1. 

0·17 2 -

272 37 0 100 
207 lG 0 04 4 -
2:23 0 0 111 8 -

10 16 0 5 - ----------------
713 20 0 280 12 -

!)3 38 0 104 12 -
17 13 0 4 -

583 10 0 201 10 
6 18 0 1,'; - --------

700 30 0 415 0 -
··- -

138 20 0 !lO 4 -
301 4 0 124 4 -
244 20 0 1"" 4 -
.)8 17 0 53 4 -------- -------

742 33 0 396 -

174 0 0 13:) - -
60 24 0 18 - -

410 35 0 205 7 -
38 34 0 20 - ----------------

603 13 0 370 7 -

287 14 0 103 12 -
207 25 0 148 12 -
56 11 0 32 2 ----------------

641 10 0 374 10 -
--· 

4,807 13 o\ 2,0IG 1 -

I 

Plump tlut.y - - I 
u~~~··i:-:tratioll fi'P~ 
St!~up fllt• a,;,igmnont of ri!.:l•ts It> "'iloon & Co~ i 

lle!':iotmtiou foL'S ft>l' - ditto - ditto 
lluposit money 

Stump duty -
Rog;istration fee' 
Stump for n~signmont (,frights to Wilson & Co. 
Furth or registration fees 
Deposit mouey 

Stump rlnty -
Registration fee' • l 
Stmup fm· nssigmncnt of rights to Wiloon & Co. 
Regi~t.r·utiou fees for - ditto • ditto 
Deposit money 

Stamp duty 
Regi~ti'Ution fees 
Stump for assignment to Wilson & Co. 
llegist.ration fees fm· • ditto • ditto 
Deposit wonoy 

Rtamp duty -
Registration fees 
Stllm]l for as;ignment of rights to Wilson & Co. 
HogiMtration foes fot• - ditto • • ditto 
Deposit money 

Starnp duty 
Registration frcs 
Stump for assignment of rights to Wilson & Co. 
Regi~tration Ieos for • ditto - - dittu 
Deposit money 

l(i 
~~~ '1 -

;) 

~\() 4 -
l,OUO 

](] - -
[)4 12 -

5 
27 12 -

I,ono 

111 
[,!) 8 -

27 12 
l,OUO 

Ill -
no 4 -
5 - -

:JO 4 
1,000 - -

HI 
liO 4 

5 - -
:30 4 

1,000 -

16 
H2 4 
5 

2!l 
1,000 

7,757 4 

c 
0 
t"' 
0 
._. 
........ 
......... 
) ·' •• < 



REGISTER of Lease~ gJ•:wtcd Ly tile Govornment of lllysure for Gold Mining in the Province of J/ysure-continucd. 

Date Annual 
R E !II ARKS, 

and Tel'm of Description of Land. :Rxtcnt. Assessment 
Di-triet nu<l Tuluk, Name of Pl'operty. Name of Lessee. Payable Showing Stamp Duty and Registration Fees, and 

Lease • to Government. Redemption Fine and Deposits. 

....... 

Acres G. Yds. &. a, p. R1. a. 11· 
Brought forward . 4,807 13 0 2,916 1 - - - . . - . 7,7fJ7 4 -

-

s I!D!OGO, IIO:<);A!.I . Koolhnlli Block . William Gt•m·ge Stephen· 24 .July! 1882, Occupied lands • - 414 14· 0 469 s - Stamp duty . - . - . 16 - -
son, of Stnff'cll'll. 30 years, Unarnble wo&to 231 24 0 ll6 14 - Registration fees - - . - . . itJ 4 -

Jnnm lands . . 31 3 0 8 4 - Stamp for assignment of rights to Wilson & Co. ll - -
Registration fees for • ditto • ditto 30 4 -

I 677 1 0 593 10 - Deposit money . . . - . 1,000 - -

Hnrninhnlli, and six I John Warren Ryan, Henry 2 Feb. 1882, Occupied lnn•l~ - - Stamp duty . . . . - 16 - -
L'~KUR, ClliKXAYAKAN· Valentine Ryan, and 30 years. Arable waste . ~66 33 0 672 12 - Registration fees . . - 111 4 -IIAtl.l, other villages. 

Charles Fletcher, of Oo· Unarable' wa~te - 1,053 ' 7 0 526 9 - Deposit money - - . . 3,000 - -
tacumund. --------------

1,920 0 0 1,090 5 -
Nirulkcre, &c., vlllages Major General Hom·y 1 July 18S2, Arable waste land . 163 30 0 90 12 - Stamp duty . . - - . . . 16 - -}{bodes Morgan, Retired 30 yeal'S. UnnJ•able 

" 
. 476 10 0 238 2 - Registration fees . . . . . . 2 8 -List, Oooty. I l)eposit money - . . . . 1,000 - -

• 640 0 0 328 14 -

Ditto . ditto • . ditto . ditto . 10 July 1882, Occupied land - 6 0 0 5 4 - Stamp duty • . - . . IG - -30 ycarH, Unoe<·upied land . 222 5 0 133 8 - llogistrntion fees . . . . . 24 4 -UnUI'nble 
" 

. 411 35 0 205 15 - Depo•it money . . . . . - l,OGO - -
640 0 0 344 11 -

'111 ;\!tHo \ 1 lfo~ ~4J.l . . Blurk :Ko, ll, Puhnnhalli Li•·lll<•nnnt·Colnlll•l G. w. l'eh. l~ll2, 30 Occupic<llnud . . 285 14 () 117 8 - Not yet registered . . . . 
Cole. yca1·s, Jnam ,. . . J!) 34 () 20 - - Depo•it money - . . . J,fJOO - -

Waste 
" 

. 353 31 0 17(1 14 -
658 30 0 314 6 . . 

JI),,..J; r;,,, 1:1, C1,3ii>H· Tllfltl\{U C'l·:ti~, E~q. 21 Fnh, 1!\8~. I Om•!•h>ol ''"' 
121 38 41: :':lamp 1l11ty . I ]lj - -() - - . . - . . 

II alii. 

I 
30 yeur•. 'vn~le ,, . GO:l ;) () 3111 B 7 Rr•J{i~txntiou fct·s . - . 

- i 47 tl -
t-:tmup for nsr:lJ!nnwut - . . • I J ;, - -

7~;. 1 01 :!17 8 7 ll••,td~lr·ntinn ftTS for t.lilto - . . .. i ~7 I:! -
I Dcpn~it tnonr·y . - . . 1,110!) 



Block No. !J, Yarngan· 
lJHlloo. 

A. M. Smith, E~'l· • 

Block No, 4, Del'ikop,&c. Major General C. G. Ottley 

Blo~k No. 3, C'hattan· 
balli and Pnlvanhalli. 

P. A. Cole, E~q., deputy 
collector, Madras Presi· 
dency. 

Block No, 21 - D. E. W. Lei!l'hton, Esq., 
of :\fessrB. Wilson & Co. 

Block, l\Ianyankoppa - Captain 0. W, Gray, Tra• 
van core. 

I l'ob, ltl83, 
30 years. 

5 1\fay 1882; 
30 years. 

II July 1882, 
30 years, 

14 Feb. 1882, 
30 years. 

Aug, 1883, 30 
yea!'B. 

Aug. 1R83, 30 
years. 

Occupied latH! • 
Unaraulo waste 
Innm !ant! 

Occupied land • 
Arable waste 
Unarnble waste 
Inam land 

Occupied Janel -
Arable waste • 
Unarable waste 
Inam land 

Occupied land • 
Arable waste -
Unarable waste • 
lnam land 

Occupied land 
Unarable waste 
Inam laud 

Ocpupled Iandi • 
Arable waste 
Unarable waste 
Inam lands 

Carl'icd forward • 

. 

-

. 

521 10 () 

28 30 0 
13:! 23 0 

()83 I 0 

252 38 0 
384 20 0 

4 14 0 
38 20 0 

680 12 0 

176 15 0 
307 14 -

54 30 0 
121 21 0 

. 660 0 0 

344 3 -
24 5 0 

187 20 0 
77 3 0 

632. 31 0 

606 10 0 
29 35 0 

137 25 0 

773 30 0 

312 19 0 
106 30 0 
248 16 0 
109 21 0 

777 6 0 

14,275 H 0 

94·1 8 -
14 8 -

lDG 13 8 

1,155 13 8 

326 1 -
288 1 -

2 4 
60 - -

682 6 -

266 2 -
381 - -

27 6 
151 -
825 8 

460 -
13 8 
93 12 
90 8 

657 12 

433 8 
14 15 

159 12 

608 3 

419 12 -
ll6 - -
124 .2 
148 -
807 14 

i0,682 -

' 
I 
Stamp duty 
lcg;istration fees 

Stump for deed of nssig-mnent -
Registration fees for - ditto 
Deposit money 

Stamp duty • 
Registration foes 
Stamp for deed of usignment • 
Registration fees for • ditto • 
Deposit money 

Stamp duty -
Registration fees • 
Stamp for ussignmeut 
Reglstt'lltion fees for ditto 
Deposit money 

Loo.ae not yet registered. Deposit money 

- - • • ditto • • • • ditto 

- • • • ditto • - • • ditto 

111 
]117 

f) -
:lll 4 

1,000 

16 
78 12 

5 
28 4 

1,000 

16 - -
114 8 -

5 - -
:lO 4 -

1,000 - -

1,000 - -

1,000 - -

1,000 - -

- 22,G2R 



REotsTER of Leases by the Government of Mysore for Gold Mining in the Province of Jl'.(ysore-continuPd. 

Date Annual REMARKS, 
Assessment 

District and Tal uk. Ndme oi Property. Nnmo of Lessee. and Term of Description of Land. Extent. Payable Showing Stamp Duty and Registration Fees, and 
Lease. to Government. Redemption Fine and Deposits. 

-----~ 

Acr611. G. l'tk. Ra. a. p. Ra. a. p. 

Brought forwat•d • - 14,275 14 0 10,682 - 3 
- - - - . . . . - - 22,028 - -

SuurooA, lJONNALr-cont<l. Block No.18 . Messrs. Wilson & Co., August 1883, Occupied lands • - .585 21 0 420 12 - Lease not regiatered . - - - - -
Madras. 30 years. Unarable , • . 946 32 0 473 5 - Deposit money . - . . 2,000 - -

Inam lands / - 106 38 0 136 -• 
1,639 11 0 1,030 1 -

Belugutti Block - . Henry Bill, Esq., of Messrs. - ditto . Occupied lands • .584 21 0 932 12 .. Lease not registered . . - . . -
Wilson & Co,, Madt•as. Utul.l'able 

" 
. . 117 18 0 58 12 - Deposit money - . . - - 1,000 - -

Inam lands . . 97 10 - 1.56 12 -
. 799 9 0 1,148 4 -

Block No, 10 A. F. Beaufort, Bombay . - ditto Occupied lands • - .572 16 0 ."i87 12 - Lease not 1·egistered - - . - - -Unarable 
" - 24 I 0 12 - Deposit money . . . - - 1,000 - -Inam lands . 153 14 0 119 9 6 

749 31 0 719 li 6 . 
~[YSOH8. N.HIA:UANOALA . Hogglnvnloo, Surnballi, G. 0. Drown, Esq., Bongalore June 1882, 30 Unarahl~ waste - Gli7 8 39 328 ll 8 and Volagel'i villugcs, years. Arable . 8 36 40 10 3 7 

Lease not registered . - ; . -
Inam land 

,, Deposit money . - - . - 1,ooo - -- 30 0 0 The lessee has 
obtained the 
land from the 
Inamdnr. 

096 4 79 338 13 3 

llu~·...,.Attr TALUK, :-;:uutouA In Dcvikoppn, &e., vii· MesijJ'i<, Wilson & Co. . 30 Sept. 1881 Occupied I nam, &c.- 1,064. 7 0 1,739 Deposit money luge•. - - - - . . . . 3,000 - -

I ToTAL since t11o} 18,1(;9 29 79 15,657 8 Rendition • - - - - - - . - - 30,0~8 - -· --
GnAND 'l'oTAL • • Rs. 40,28ii 8 -. 

• The ~I tulip auu ll•,.gietration fcu3 fur (!J) nino gJ•unts w!ticl• are at present not nscertaiuuiJlo are not iududed in this total. 



COLD ~Il:\E\G TRANSACTIONS I:\ ~IYSORE, &e. ')~ 

J,) 

- l\o. J 1.-

DJ~.\11-0FFICL\.L LETTER from J. B. Lyall, Esq., Chief Commissioner of ::\Iysore, 
to C. Gront, Esq., c.s.I., Secretary to the Government of India in the Foreign 
Department, dated Bangalore, 12th September 1883. 

IN your demi-official letter of the 4th instant you press for a speeily reply to 
your lettei', calling for a rt·port on the mining concessions granted in Mysore 
durinrr the minority of the ~laharaiah, and the connection of British officials 
there,~ith. ! submit this repurt in~my No. 1312-216 of to-day's date, which, 
but for a delav in the office, would have been dispatched a week ago. As you 
will s~e from- the date of the Dewan's ietter therein enclosed, the delay was 
entirely in the Dewan's office. It always takes time to get a reply from that 
office; it works slowly when the matter is one of reporting, and is moreover at 
present in arrear.:l. The only special cause of delay on this occasion was that a 
small part of the correspondence had got separated from the rest of the file, and 
could not be found till lately. The Dewan did not like to report till this was 
found, thinking that some of the papers might turn out to be important. 

I am quite sure that the Darbar has neither attempted to conceal anything 
or to delay its t·eply. No one here doubts that the terms made with the gold 
mining co11cessionaires were good and fair, a.s far as the interest of the Mysore 
State was concerned, and the ryots whose cultivating rights were bought out 
by the concessionaires got very high prices. 

No. 12.-

(Home Department.-Public -No. 1659.) 

LETTER from A. 1lfachenzie, Esq., c.s., Secretary to the Government of India, 
tu the Secretary t1> the Government of Madras. 

Sir, Simla, 9 November 1883. 
WITH reference to the Despatch of the Government of Madras to Her 

:\lajesty's Secretary of State, No. 2, dated the 30th ·of January From Fo1·eign Department, No. !.M(i. 
last, relating to the promotion of Gold Mining Companie:; by dat~d 13th AyriliS?3. S1;e page Hi. · 

G ffi · 1 I d' 1 f d · f h from Restdent, No.l3I2, dated l:lth overnment o Cia s, am 1rectec to orwar cop1es o t e September 1883, with enclosures. 8,,: 
correspondence with the Hesident in Mysore noted on the margin, page Hi. 

and to communicate the following observations. 

2. The Governor Genenl in Council i5 unable to concur in the opinion .of the 
:\ladras Government, as given in the Despatch under notice, to the effect that 
those civil and military officers of the Government who were parties to the 
Kolar concession in M ysore did not transgress the rules in force with reference 
to the holding of land by Government servants. The parties to the concession 
appear to have clearly infringed both the orders of , the Seeretary of State 
contained in his Despatch of 25th November 1862, prohibiting the holding of 
land in Native States by the civil and military servants of the Government for 
any purpose whatever (and not merely for agricultural purposes, as assumed iu 
paragraph 12 of the Madras Government's Despatch to the Secl'etary of Stat£>); 
and also those in his Despatch of 26th August 1873, appro-ring the views of the 
Goremment of India which were direded IF;t merely against habitual specu­
lation (as assumed in paragraph 14 uf the Madras Government's De:!patch), but 
agaimt all tran~:,dions connected with land which are in themselves of a purely 
~pecuhtivc chamr:t i'l'. The parties to the concession were not shareholders in a 
minin,g comp:my forrned for the development of the resources of the country, 
lJut were ori;.jillally merely the joint and several prnprietors of the Lmd itself, 
1he subject of t:l1e concc;;sion, in connection with which mining- companies micrht . 1 c ,, 0 
i;l' HllCj 1t il'Jt l;c: 10rmt:~d. The term.; on which the land was acquired from t:Ie 
C:rm:rumcnt d' 1\lysore appear, no doubt, to hav». been fair and reasonable. 
liut t!H; object rJ tlw concessionaires in thus securing a tract of couutry belieYed 

1 1) 1. F to 



CORHESPOXDEXCE RELATIXG TO 

to be auriferous was purely speculatiYe. It cannot be pretcntled that it \\a:" 
· their intentiou to open or work m.incs in the land. Their sole object was to 
dispose of the land, the monopoly of which they held, to comprwit•s which tLey 
trusted would be formed and promoted for the purpose of acquirin•r it, and it 
was their interest to induce such companies to purchase the land at e~travno·ant 
prices and to secure for them:;elvcs a profit on the transaction excecdincr that 
obtainable on ordinary investments. Operations of this sort cannot be ehurac­
terised as other than speculative, aFld officers in the actual service of the Cro\\n 
are distinctly prohibited fl'om engaging in such transactions by the orders 
already cited. The fact that the concessionaires have since rcgistercJ them­
selves as a company does not, in the opinion of the Government of India 111ake 
any matel'ial difference in the position of those shareholders who are se1-v~nts of 
Government. · 

3. The Madras officials engaged in these transactions, and who are still in 
active service~ are understuod to be (Colonel Shaw-Stewart, Secretary in the 
Public Works Department, M1·, Gribble, of the Civil Service, and l\lr. Shaw, the 
Inspecting Veterinary Surgeon); and I am to request that under the orders of 
his Excellency the Governor in Council, instructions may be issued to these 
officers and to any others concerned, if such there are, to dispose of their 
intere5t in the concession within three months from the receipt of these orders. 

4. ·with reference to the statement appended to the Despatch, I am to request 
that further and complete informa1iion may be furnished in regard to the "North 
Travancore Land· Planting and Agricultural Socit>ty," and the nature of its 
provisio.ns. This information should be accompanied by a copy of the Society's 
deed of iocorporation and its ruks of business. In entry No. 24 of the ~ame 
statement, Mr. Grigg, a civil servant, is shown as holding ten shares of 500 
rupees each in the Ootacainund Cinchona Planting Association. As Ootacamund 
is understood to be Mr. Grigg's head-quarters for half the year, he is apparently 
prohibited by the rules from holding these shares. The Government of India 
W(Ju]d be glad to have some information on this point. A few civil sel'\'ants are 
also shown as connected with a company described as the "Talliar Planting 
Company." I am to desire that inquiries may be instituted by the Government 
of Madras as to whether the connection of these officers with the Compauy is 
an infringement of the standing orders or not. 

5. \Vith reference to the case of l\lr. Garstin disposed of in the proceedings 
of the Madras Government, Revenue Dc·partment, No. 157, dated 3rd February 
1883, a copy of which was forwarded to the Department of Revenue and Agri­
culture with your endorsement No. 157 A of the same date, I am to ohserve 
that the decision therein arrived at is, in the opinion of the Governn11:nt of 
)ndia, in accordance with the orders ou the eubject. 

- No.l3.-
(Public-No. 31.) 

DESPATCH from the tecretary of State fot· India to the GoYernment of India, 
dated 24th of April 1884. 

My Lord Marquis, . . 
Para. I. I HAVE considertd in Council the letter of your Excellency m 

Council, dated the 22nd of January last, No. 10 (Foreign Department, Polit!c~l), 
regarding the grant of mining leases in l\Jysore to certain Gon'rmuent offiei:tb 
and others. 

2. In my Despatch of the 19th April 1883, 1 request:d that tl1e Re~idt"nt at 
Mysore might be called on for a full report on all the _urcumt-:tancc·~ cotm?ctc·t! 
with the grant of these leases. The papers now r£='Cf'IYed do not c•.ompn~e n 
complete report; but tllis deficiency may perhaps be iu some llll'asmc d~e (., 
the breaking up of the office of the Chief Conuni-l'iPner on the trar~sfl'r ol t

1
w 

province of l\Iysore to the Government of His Highness the l\Iaharap. 

3. The following are the main facts to be gail1ered from. your .l<"tlt'r :m:I ii' 
enclosures, as regards the connection of Gowrnmrnt officmls w1tli the 1111 11 

Jt-':,SI S 
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]eases in the Kolar district. · The original Kolrtr mining concession was applied 
for bv .\Ir. Lavelle in 1873, and a formal deed granting him the concession was 
si~nc:d in February 1875, Sir Richard Meade being at that time the Chief Com­
mis::;ioner. In February 1877 (.Mr. Saunders being t!Je Chief Commissioner) 
Mr. Lawlll" gave np his concession, and a new concession was granted in favour 
of Colonel Beresford of the Madras Staff Corps, then Officiating Assistant 
,.\djutant General, and ~Jr. Mackenzie, a member of the firm of l\lessrs. 1\rbuth­
nut & Co., of Madras. Shortly after\Vards Mr. Mackenzie assigned all his 
interest in the conce~sion to Colond Beresford, in whose sole name it henceforth 
stood. The term of the concession was extended in favour of Colonel Beresford 
by 1\lr. S;mnders to February 1880; and again to February 1883, by Sir James 
Gor:ion, who became Chief Commissioner on the 1st of April 1878. In :\Jarch 
and in August 1880, Sir James Gordon tzrantecl to Colonel Beresford the leases 
of two blocks selected by him under his concession ; and the grant of these 
leases and their terms were, in August I 880, reported by the Chief Commissioner 
to the Government of India. Some c01'i'espondence thereupon ensued as to the 
terms of these leases and generally as to the conditions which should be inserted 
in mining leases; b11t it was never sug;gestecl that the granting of the leases was 
objectionable because Colonel Beresford was a Government servant. In March 
1881 nine other leases of selected blocks of land were granted to Colonel Beres-

. ford; and subsequently, on the 24th of l\Jarch 1881, tlie Gorernment of My~ore 
vms restored to His Highness the Maharaja. In December of that same year a 
copy of a deed, dated 6th December L88l,·under which the Kolar Concession­
aires Company appears to have been constituted, was furnished to the Govern­
ment of l\Iysore, which thereby for the first time received formal notice of the 
names of the persons interested with Colonel Beresford in the concession. From 
that deed also it was learnt, for the first time, that, by a deed of February 1880, 
Colo11d Beresford had been declared to hold the conceesion as a trustee for 
thirteen (13) sh~rebolders, of whom he himself was one. In 1880 and 1881 
many leases and agreements were entered into between Colonel Beresford and 
his associate::; and various mining companies or their promoters; but when or 
how these latter documents were brought to the knowledge of the Mysore 
Government is not stated. · · 

4. Your Excellency is of ol'inion that it is clear from the papers.that the 
Ordt·rs of 1862 prohibiting civil and military officers from holding land in 
Native States were nverlookerl alike by Mr. Dalyell and Mr. Saunders. But if 
so, it is certainly not less clear that they were overlooked by Sir James Gordon 
and by the Government of India in 1880 and 1881. · It may very possibly be, . 
however, that in the earlier stages of these transactions it was not so much that 
the ordPrs of Government were overlooked as that, from the specific mention 
which they made oflands held for agricultural purposes, they were deemed in- . (' 
applicaiJle to a concession such as this. I agree, . nevertheless, with· your 
Excellency in the interpretation which you have put em the orders which have 
from time to time been issued as to Government servants taking part in the 
management of companies, and engaging in transactions which are in them­
selves of a purely speculatire charactfr, and I approve of. your proposal to . 
puiJlish the orders anew in a revised and concise form. · ' 

5. With reference to the officials still in active service who are concerned in 
these transactiuns, \vhile I do not doubt that they acted originally in ~he' belief 
that they were not contravening the order:; of Government in acquiring their 
shares in this concession, I concur with your Excellency in Council in thinking 
it essential that t!JeiJ· interests in it should cease at once. 

6. I shaH only :'.dd that I obsr·rve witlJ satisfaction that on a review of ~11 the 
circumstances, your Excellency in Council is of opinion that the tmnsactions, -. 
thou~h objectionable (so far as Government officials were interested in them) as 
contraV("ning the r11les, wen' conducted in a fair and open manner, and without. · · 
any intention of concealment or of injuring the interests of the Mysore State. ' 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Kimberley. 
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