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"W~ DEDICATE OURSELVI:S ANEW" .. 
.;; · of th pain of partition. We 

'oiced at our achievement in spate • 

T 
HE 15th of August come ond ~e ~•lm and the opportunity that freedom brings. But though the sun 
looked forword fo tht sun of r•; ~ I d nd for us it remained a twilight hour. It has been a long 
rose It Will hidden from ut by ar c ou s, a F fr dam Is not a mere matter of political decision 

twilight and the brlghtnell of the day is still to co~•· or .:;ortont that is ecCinamic policy. It is of the 
or new Con•rlfullons, not even a matter of 7.hat dsl m~r~ ~ged anJ the hea'rt is full of bitterness and hatred, 
mind crnd htarl and If the mind narrows ltse an s e o 

then frHdom It absent. . . for us in 1 lte of all that has happened. The 
Another 1 Sth of August has come and rt IS a salem~ day gone forwa';d some distance aiCing our long 

year ha• coMlderoble achievement to its cr~dit anddweh ialive,. n and of a betrayal of the spirit that has 
h 1 also full of unhapprness on um a ro . • f th Journey. But I e year s h th triumph of evil in the assassrnatrCin o e 

been the redeeming feature Clf Indio. This year ;s seen :uld there have been fa( anyone of us than this. 
Father of the Nation, and who! greoltr ahame an sorrow c • 

1 
b 

1 
this aalemn doy 01 we should, but our celebration cannot be one of VCII~giCiry and pious 

We ce e ra • ne of heort·seorching and a fresh dedication to our cause. Let us thank not sCI. much 
platltud.._ It muat be ob I h t have left undone and what we have dCine wrCingly. Let us thank Clf 
!If what we have done ut o w a we d Let think of 
tht mltllons of rtfugees who, deprived of all they possessed, are still homeless wan ~ers. 'ted u~. tty for 
the mallei of India who continue to aufler and who have looke.d to us with hope a~ wa~ pa ren 

0 
betterment of their unhappy ICI!, Let us think , also of the mrghty rtsources of lndra whrch, if harnessed 

and utilized for the common good, can change the face of .India and make her. great and prCisperaus. To 
thlt great task let ua addren ounelves with all the strength rn us. 8ut <1bave all let us remember the great 
lellon• that Mahatma Gandhi taught us and the ideala that he held aloft f<1r us. If we fCirget thCise lessons 

and tdeala we betray our coult and our country. 
f I d d d dl I. Ourselves anew to the great cau~e of free Sa on this anniveraary a our n open ence we e co 

India and her people. May we prove worthy.- JAI HIND. 
JAWAHARlAl NfHRU. 

* * * * * 

"LET NO WEAK THOUGHT DISTURB US" 
' 

T
HE 15th of August, 19A7, will alway• remain a memorable doy not only In the history of India, but alse> 

tn that of Britain, tht CommCinwealth and the World. Never before, an· any single day, did ~ many 
mllllona of people achieve their llberoliCin. For Britain it was a day Clf pride and glCiry - pride in 

anllllng a people to fulftl their destiny and glory In the voluntary transfer of daminlCin over a large Empire._ 
The Commonweolth acquired a member which, was at one time characterized "a lost d<1minlon". The world 
secured by Its Council a valet Cll once unique and free - uninftuenced by power politics, prompted by lofty 
Ideals and urged by o new philosophy. 

What we hove achieved, what we have avoided, and what we have fCiiled ICI secure- all these ore 
matters !If recent history an which lilt public CQR CCime ICI its own judgment. If SCime hopes have prCIVed 
dupes, many fears hove proved liars. We have survived disasters and shCICks -the greatest of them which 
coat us the Fother of the NatlCin. Our GCIVernmtnl, aur odminlstratian, our ftnances and Clur peCiple - all 
reeled under many a blow, but we miraculously revived and stood up ICI fCice the whirligig of lime in all its 
revenges. We stand !Ciday ftrm and determined, ready to utilize every oppCirlunity that may came our way 
to enhance our preatigt, uphold our h<1nour and safeguard our welfCire. 

Let no one feel that we Clrt not olive ICI the dangers and the seriCIUsness of the problems that face us. 
Let them reflect on the difficult legacies we received, the handicops under which we laboured, the dangers we 
had to face, the disasters we had Ia surmount and tile embarrassments we had ICI avoid. Surely, if in 
spite of them we art still on our feet and are able ICI IOCik the whale WCirld in the face, It is a testimCiny to 
our vitality, our courage, and our faith. On this, the first anniversary of our freedom, let nCI weak thCiught 
disturb us; Instead, let us resolve ICI labCIUr fat- our country and our cause with redoubled vigour and courage 
and renewed fCiith in our destiny. It Is only thus thCit we CQn succeufully guard the priceless pCissessiCin we 
have secured Clfter yeors of blood and toll and suffering - the Freedom of the MCI!hertand. 

6 tHE FlliST ma 



tGreethtgdl 

FROM THE RT. HON. LORD PETHICK-LAWRENCE OF PEASL.Al<E, 

11 Old Square, 

L.lnooln'S Inn, w .o.lt. 

It gives me the greatest pleasure to wish India 

many happy return~ of the day on this first anniversary of 

her life as an independent nation. May her renown increase 

from year to year and may her name be honoured throughout the 

world as a defender of justice freedom 

* * * * * 
On the first anniversary of Indian National freedom and sovereign independ· 

ence I write as a friend and well-wisher of India to congratulate her people and to 
express my heart-felt desire for their happiness and prosperity. 

The last year has been a difficult one, and many of the difficulties were 
inevitable; indeed, it is remarkable that there has not been more trouble and disorder. 
ln this respect the more gloomy of the prophets of disaster have been confounded. 

There are still many difficulties and complications ahead. These are both 
economic and political and are in part due to the general disorgani~ation in the 
world, and especially in Asia, following on the upheaval of the second World War. 
Yet, taking a long view and looking well ahead, India has a tremendous opportunity. 
Her long association with Britain has given India some ilaluable assets. Apart from 
technical and material progress India is the only country in all Asia that has had the 
opportunity to develop democratic forms of government as well as having had the 
opportunity to prepare for these forms of government. 

In the true ~ense of the words, India is thus the most progressive nation in 
Asia and has the opportunity, and, indeed, the responsibility, for assuming the 
political leadership of Asia. This leadership can combine the best spiritual forces 
both of the East and the West and can play a great part in the future peace and 
progress not only of the peoples of Asia but of all the world. 

TilE FIRST YEAR 7 
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.Greeting. 

I 1end my greetings and good wishe~ to the people of India on ~h~ ~e~ 
annl11er1ary and I am sure that the 11ast maJority of the people of Cheat Br1tam JOm 
with me ln

1 

this expression of our renewed congratulations to India on the attainment 
of her freedom. 

A year ago, and what a short time that is in the agelong history of India, 
amid scenes of great rejoicing where11er Indian people were gathered together through· 
out the world, India celebrated the achi1wement of her Independence. 

AU her friend., of whom I claim the pri11ilege to count tnyself one, ha11e 
watched with intense interest and sympathy those first and difficult steps which she 
has taken along het• path of freedom. We ha11e admired the courage of her leaders 
and the constancy of her people and we ha11e sorrowed with them o11er the tragic loss 
of their great and inspired Mahatma Gandhi- a loss which the whole world shares. 

But though that great human spirit has gone from us, the ideals and teachings, 
to which he ga11e his life, li11e on as a sure guide to his people through all their 
difficuleies. 

The generous affection shown to Lord and Lady Mountbatten on their 
departure from India, whom they ha11e ser11ed so well, is, I am sure, a token of the. · 
friendlhip and good feeling which exists between our two equal nations. We shall 
do our utmost to deser~~e the continuance of the close friendlhip which they fostered 
between our two countries with such outstanding success. 

There is much that we can do in this 11exed and troubled world to help one 
another to build up a better and happier life for our peoples and in that common 
cflort we shall, I am sure, find the most certain pledge of our continuing friendl-y 
relations. 

We greet the great Indian people on the first Anni11ersary of their independence 
and wish them God's speed on their joume-y. · 

.f;ta/1-d c~ipp• 
* * * * * 

In this one year of India's independence the people of the United States ha 
leamed more about India than they ha11e e11er known before. In all the pr · lie 
centuries, which were the years of our brief national life, India's people were sh e~~tdouds 
• I ' I' N h ks • . fr I d' roo e m co on:a •.sm.. owh, t anh toal.,,lSitd~s on:_ n 1a and information sent from India, 
!"e '?'et uegmmndg to dear th e r.e n 1a speahK. . Americans are reali:ting with dawn. 
mg m crest an won er t at JUSt o11er our or~ton, within a few winged d h 
lies a great country, hitherto unknown. · ays, t ere 

Let there be aU possible communications between us. For 'th all d 
humility we Americans are beginning to /ind that Indians are congenial U: M ue 
Indians than any other Asian c:iti:tens speak ouT language. The lnd' 0 115' ore 
, f h • h d . I l'k . lan temperament IS art rtg t an art1cu ate, 1 e ours. Whate11er barriers th 
surmounted. India and the United·States can face boldly our d·it are cfan be 
are basically enough ·alike to be friends. 1 erences, or we 

" 



FEW chapters in the rich and varied chronicle of the 
.. struggle for freedom of nations through the ages 

excel the thrilling story of India's bloodless revolution, 
which, under the inspiration of our Leader, Mahatma 
Gandhi, won her Independence jnst one year ago. It 
wa;; a magnificent initial achievement magnificently 
sustained >despite the stupendous and alniost simulta· 
neous . internal calamities that might well have crushed 
a people less courageous and less dedicated to the 
ideal of liberty.- Now our immediate need and our 
urgent task is to fulfill the manifold implications of 
real freedom in every sphere of national life so that 
India might resume her due and natural place in the 
leadership of the world. 

.,. 

SAROJINI NAIDU 

(Governor of the United Provinces.) 

. TodaY. we have completea one full year since ·we 
attained· our Independence on thC 15th of August last. 
As we look back, we find that it has been a year of 
·great expectations· and great tribulations. On the 
·morrow of our independence, our joy was marred by 
the tragic happenings which followed the partition of 
·th~ country. Gandhiji, who had led us to freedom and 
·who ·provided the unfailing source of moral sustenance 
to the nation h. its darkest hours, was snatched away 
from oW. midst. Millions were uprooted from their 
h~mes and the adininistrative problems created became 
stupendous. Many of these hapless refugees have been 
already settled, and others are being rehabilitated 
~.thin .the limits. of our means, but we are facing 
bigger problems · of national' economic reconstruction. 
. Our productive machinery has slowed down so Seriously 
that we fate an economic crisis.' . Unless we can 
. t.~iate our plans into action in terms of inCreasing 
standards of living of the masses, ·they will remain 
mete aspirlitions:. At .this crucial period in our nation's 
history, we need unity above all, for without unity, the 
task of national reconstruction will remain unfulfilled 
·~c( national ·~efen~e wili be jeepardised. We must 
'rise aboVe ·local and section31 ·interests and avoid 
;~pti~e · .rend~cles w~ch. may weaken national 
~~gth and. soli~tY· . . · · · · · .. :-..- . - . .. . . . 

SYAMA PRASAD MOOKERJEE 

· ( MiniStu 'for Industry· and Supply, 
Gouernl'llent of India.) · 

I am glad to know that the Ministry of Information 
.and Broadcasting is bringing out a Souvenir to com· 
memorate the first year of India's freedom. ·I write 
to wish the enterprise all success. Although it ha:s been 
a yeas of unprecedented difficulties Jor both Govern· 
ment and the people, we have reason to congratulate 
ourselves on the success with which the more serious 
of these difficulties have been surmounted. We still 
have trying problems ahead of us, but I am convinced 
that if we remain united and apply ourselves with 
renewed energy and wisdom, we shall in time solve 
them. Freedom can neither be achieved nor 
preserved eXcept at a price, and we as a people must 
be prepared to pay the price in unremitting effort 
discipline and sacrifice. ' 

• 
JOHN MATTHAI 

( Ministei- for Transport, Government of India.) 

.. ·• <>. 

A year has rolled into. eternity. In tills short space 
this country has moved so fast that old land-marks 
have completely. disappeared. · Problems of a type 
which have never faced any country in known times 
bad to be tackled. I often wonder from where this 
great capacity, this great patience to see through what 
we. have seen, could have come. The Hindu civilization 
iS undoubtedly very sticky and in spite of our inclination 

. to be fatalistic in this particular respect, this country 
has .shown the triumph of endeavour over destiny. On 
the 15th August, 1947, there were 600 and odd Indian 
States,_ all . claiming sovereignty. Stabilising freedom 
w.as a Job. However, the States question has been solved 
.to the satisfaction of all concerned and this has enabled 
. this country to stabilise freedom. The internal difficulties 
were and are undoubtedly there, but .1 should say the 
Government has got now a finn grip over the situation. 
The seeds of future greatness and progress will soon 
begin to sprout. Freedom is only a means to an end, 
the end· being full opportunity to every individual to 
realize whatever is best and noblest in him: Conditi~ns, 
both moral and material, have to be created to achieve 
this end and these conditioos will flow from suitable 
action- legislative and executive -taken at an appro- • 
priate moment by the Government. I have no doubt 
that this will· happen. Looking back, there is no· reason 
to regret- every reason · to rejoice. ·The performance 
may seem meagre·to some, but there is'UlOre in promise 

-~ FIJIS'l' YEJUl ,9 



and that is r~:ally magnificent. The future will respond 
not to slogans but to hard work quietly done. New 
political habits have got to be developed to sustain this 
inheritance of freedom. It will take time, but a sense 
of responsibility is a condition requisite. Let us hope 
that the second year of our Freedom will witness distinct 
progress and will be moving rapidly towards what we 
have laid before us as our ideals. 

* 

N. V.GADGIL 

(Minister for Works, Mines and Power, 

Government of India.) 

* * * * 

The 15th of August l947 has passed into history as 
the day of the attainment of our cherished goal. Let 
us again rejoice on this day, which is our greatest 
national festival. But let us not forget in the thrill of 
joy that eternal vigilance is the price of liberty. We 
have yet to build up the edifice of our national 
character and to train and discipline ourselves in a 
manner that each one of us becomes a sentry standing 
guard to the country's honour. There could be no 
more appropriate occasion than this for us to dedicate 
ourselves anew to the services of the country and to 
renew the solemn pledge to spare no endeavours to 
make Mother India great and glorious. Complacency 
in any shape or form will be fatal at this juncture when 
every ounce of our energy is needed for the preservation 
of our freedom and when the tender plant of our 
independence needs tending with our sweat and blood. 
Greed and narrowness sometimes threaten to over­
. shadow our noble virtues and much loose and ir· 
.responsible talk is abroad. · We have many enemies 
to face, and are yet to convince the watching world 
that we have developed full strength, both moral and 
material, to maintain our independence. This is no 
small danger: it is a chnllenge to us as a nation- a 
~rent to our very existence. 

. JAGJIWAN RAM 
( Miraist~r for Labour, Gov.rnmtnl o.flndia.) 

* * * * 
~ India won its.long-sought freedom on the memorable 

. l~th of August last Y,eat. Ever since then, we have 
tried to bring that freedom to the dooR of those who 

• 
'to 

reside within the millions ~f India's cottages. Unless 
freedom lights up their homes and brings comfort and 
cheer. i_nto their lives, the 15th of August may cease 
to live in the memories of our people. May we, there­
fore, strive for this great and inspiring idelll! 

* 

. . 
JAIRAMDAS DOULATRAM 

(Minister for Food and Agriculture, 

Government of India.) 

* * * * 

A year, ago to-day, we celebrated our Independence 
Day. An era had come to its end. Another, the era of 
our dreams, had begun. We were free. We had come 
to our own. We heralded tJ!~ day with legitimate joy. 

' 

A year has gone _by today. It has been a year of 
great anguish and deep sorrow for hardly had we started, 
when we found ourselves overwhelmed by an unparallel­
ed · unleashing of sinful strife and beastly passion. 

·Millions of our people found themselves carried away 
in the 'storm. Hundreds-of thousands were uprooted. 
Innumerable innocent lives were lost. ·So often during 
those · anxious months, when gloom • hung low · and 
heavy, some even wondered if Destiny wauld cheat 
India of her hard-won freedom - if we would survive 
the· catac1ysm. 

'BUt those surely were moments of m~mentary weak­
ness. The world knows how' resolutely and with what 
great faith the evil was arrested. We have indeed 
m~ch to be thankful for. Never perhaps in history has 

· a Government had to face such tremendous odds in 
50 short: a period. We cannot yet say that our· trials 
have ended. ·But no one doubts that the worst is 
over.· 

Today, as we celebrate the first ~versary of ··our 
:lnd~pcndence Day, it is our bounden·duty to re-pledge 
our loyalty to our Government. Let this. faith- be the 
symbol of our unity. We have.much•to do yet to rid 
o~rselves or. the. evil of . the past iear. Let us do it 
wtth resolution and remember that th f · · · e measure o our 
success and the speed with whi-"- • 
d · ds. · · "" we can 'orge ahead 
epen upon the measure of our co-operation with 



every element of our national life and the loyalty we 
give to our national Government. 

BALDEV SI~GH 

(Mitlister for Defence, Gouemment of India.) 

* * * * * 

Twelve months have gone by since the liberation of 
our country from foreign domination. After the advent 
of political freedom we had naturally hoped t6 devote 
0111 our time and attention, as well as our unlimited 
energy and abundant resources, to ·the building of a 
New India- the India of which we, in the Congress, 
have dreamt, and W?rked for, and for which thousands 
have laid down their lives and millions suffered. 
But to our great- misfortune and discomfiture we we,; 
confronted with a situation for which we were not at 
all prepared. ·The barbarous scen~s which India wit· 
nessed before and after the partition have made us 
hang oudieads in·shame before God and Man:· History 
tells us that even ip the remote past, when Europe and 
Asia ·were scenes · of religious wars and crusades, in 
the name of God _and Religion, people in India, belong· 
ing to different creeds, were tolerant 'towards each 
other and lived amicably. It will again be for History 
to record its verdict on the 'divide and rule' f>Olicy of 
British Imf>erialism which has been I>rincipally respons­
ible for the communal venom that has engulfed India. 
It has ·been resf>Onsible for the brutal murders of 
thousands of innocent women and children and the rope 
and abduction of a still larger number. M;illions of 
our countrymen have been uprooted from their hearths 
and homes involving incalculable hardship and misery 
and I~ of f>roperty. · 

Our Leader and Father of the Nation, Mahatma 
Gandhi, spared no I>ains to stave off the mounting tide 
of. communal fanaticism, rapine and murder. And he 
did succeed in his efforts to a large extent. His tragic 
end in the great cause was his biggest triumph. What 
he failed· to achieve by his post-prayer speeches and 
fasts was ·accomplished by his glorious death.. His 
death, has. cast a shadow of gloom over the land; but 
his shining ~amf>le and teachings still beckon us to the 

- path he bas shown, The first· Anniversary of the 
achievement of freedom cannot, therefore, be an oc· 

• casion of unmixed 'rejoicing. 

Sons of Israel, after their deliverance, had to go 
through wilderness, suffering, untold hardships for a 
long time, and even decimation, before reaching the 
promised land. It is said that God revealed to Moses 
that it was not without ordeal that Man could be Free 
and worthy of the citizenship of the Holy Land. May 
be, India too is passing through a similar ordeal before 
complete political, economic and social freedom is 
achieved. We have to shed our false pride and 
petty prejudices, short-sighted communalism and 

. narrow provincialism before we can enjoy the full 
fruits of freedom. Let us, therefore, hope and pray 
on this solemn occasion that necessary far-sightedness, 
strength and courage be vouchsafed to us during the 
ensuing year to work for the high ideals for which our 
Beloved Father, Mahatma Gandhi, lived and worked. 

* 

MOHAN LAL SAKSENA 

(Minister for Relief and Rehabilitation, 

Gouernment of india.) 

* * * * 

When I was a young man, I remember Dr. Annie 
Besant saying in one of her speeches, "Ohl the joy of 
being a free man in a free country!" Yes Freedom is . . ' an mestimable gain, but, as there is no rose without a 
thorn, freedom has its responsibilities as well as its 
rights. The Indian Union came into being at a time 
of very great stress. We must never forget the extra• 
ordinary difficulties, the aftermath of war and partition 
which faced the Central and Provincial Govemmen~ 
in India, We cannot expect these worldwide' 
difficulties, to be overcome in a short period 
of time. That would be to expect the im­
possible. I feel that not only should we be grateful 
for the sacrifices of those great persons which have led 
to our freedom but we should give to them ample time 
to surmount existing obstacles. It is sad to think that 
while we have achieved our freedom we have lost 
during the months that followed that venerable world 
figure who more than any one brought freedoiJl within 
our reach. Let us do our utmost to follow in all 
humility his ideals of peace and unity. 

MAHARAJ SINGH. 
(Governor of Bombay.) 

\ 

THE FIRST YEAR 



n~•JttmliJ 
Twelve months ago India achieved her lon~·dcsired 

goal of 'Independence after a struggle rangmg f o;er 
many yean. These twelve months have beentho hiDllm· 

Our immediate task is to produce an . atmosphere of 
confidence and security, congenial to stable pro~css and 

I. n'ty India's colossal resources awrut steady 
• d 'ally to those at e e mente stram an stress, cspect all d 

genera prospe · • b 
mobilization and; in whichever provmce they may e, 

of afl'a1n. Seldom has any Govemmcnt been c ~ 
upon to face problems of such difficulty and complexity 
as the Govcmment of India during the past one Y~· 
It is important, I think, to realise this and those : o 
voice their impatience that progress has not· . een 
quicker would do well to realise that on: y:ar •18 by 
comparison a very short period in any nations hlllt~ry. 
They should rather consider the fact that ev~n dunng 
this short space we have a number of great achteveme~ts 
to our credit of which we may well be proud .• At e 
same time it. is equally important to guard agamst ~y 
feeling of complacency. Solid work and co-operatio? 
amon~t all are necessary to build up the future of thiS 
country and by solid work I mean whole-hearted 
endeavour and not the mere shouting of s}ogans. Let 
us remember the anniversary of the btrth of our 
independence should not be merely an Cl<cuse for 

their fruits are for all alike. If only the era ~f product­
ive plenty is allowed to be heralded, there will be more 

k ' r all than they can handle and greater 
wor 10 m' th 
abundance of essential and other commo ties an 
the people have so far been able to dre~ of; Those 
confident hopes, however, cannot matenalise m a day 
nor can harvests be ripe ovemight. Cottage and heavy 
. d tn' es will take time to arise, and it is for the people 
mus 'I'd t themselves to proceed in a disctp me manner o 
organise their activities in such a way that there should 
not be any siackness or loss of working hours. ~et us 
all unite in the common effort not merely to gtve all 
our people what they urgently need but also to make 
our country really great. 

I b tionl - 'tt should be an occasion for each one of 
ce e ra • f 1 d' 
us to dedicate ourselves afresh to the semce o n ta. 

ARCHIBALD NYE 
( Govtrnor of M adrar.) 

* * * * * 

· The peopl~ of India came into their heritage a year 
ago after centuries of hearr-rending vicissitudes. ~e 
have now a whole year of political freedom for whtch 
we 'liad been struggling for 28 years and longer under 
Mahatmil Gandhi's guidance. This was only the first 
step towards the fl!ller realization of our life-long 
dream. Unprecedented misfortunes have taken a heavy 
toll during the Intervening months and, worst of. a!l, 
we have been witnesses of the greatest tragedy m 
India's history in the violent end of the greatest apostle 
of j,eace our age ha,s known. The Central Govemment 
has had to face 11nparalleled dif!iculties which it has 
~n able to control. with .considerable measure. of 
success. The administrative structure which it inherited 
after mucl) mutilation offered a problem of no mean 
~agnltude. Had it .not been for the confidence which 
Pandit Nehru, Sardar Patel and other national leaders 
commanded among the people, this structure would 
have collapsed after the hard knocks which fell to 
India's lot. We should thank our stars that we have 
gone ·n long way towards full recovery. 

* • * 

ASAF ALI 

(Governor of Orissa.) 

* 
·Twelve months ago Inma became free. Much has 

happened· since to rejoice over and much too, to regret, 
Freedom has· been won but the main Architect of 
Freedom has been lost, Suspicion and lust .for power 
'and Wealth stalk the world and frustration and greed 
find many strange bedfellows~ With the result that t)te 
m'temational situation is becoming more ominous and 
iess hopeful for tl}e establishment of universal peace. 
If only Mahatma Gandhi had been with us at this 
~ critical stage of human progress! His preachings 
are, however, there to remind us !>f the high ideal 
which, according to him, should be the aiJ)l of every 
man or woman to attain by all peaceful means. To my 
mind it. is. necessary that putting aside desire for wealth, 
fame or power we should demcate ourselves to ~mbat 
ignorance, poverty and disease anc!, to Promote a strong 
s~nse o( Inman citizenship, free from vul~ty, sordid­
ness or bigotry in any form. If our.minds be moulded in 
patterns: of noblest nationalism that is entirely f~ {rom. 
~e faintest 'Wnt of communal, . racial, linguistic or 
ten:itorial bias, and our he;uts be fi}U of "the ni.iJk of 
human kindness", we shall be able_ to Pl'eSefV!: o~ 
independence, grow and prosper, arid l!lso ·tQ 'pl!J.Y 9ur 
proper rol~ in the evolution of the hw:riaq race. · · · · 
~~. , ..... -,:;~·~···#·· 

·M: S.·~y .:.". 

(Goumwr of Bihar.) 
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Many grave and difficult problems face us today. people of India show the same discipline as thev have 
If they are to be solved satisfactorily and happily, we done during the first year of our Freedom, we may 
must fulfil certain requisites, viz., internal peace and • look to the future with confidence and hope. 
complete harmony amongst the various sections of the A. HYDARI 
people, work in co-operative spirit and self-less devotion 
to the cause of raising the standard of living of the ( Gov1mor of Assam.) 
millions who live in villages. 

/' 
MANGALDAS PAKVASA 

(Governor of the C.P. and Berar.) 

* * * * * 

This is the first anniversary of Indian Independence. 
It was realised that it would require skill and fortitude 
on our part to overcome its attendant perils - the skill 
of people in positions of authority and trust, and the 

· fortitude of the people in general. During the last 
twelve months the difficulties and dangers encountered 
have been even greater than was at first imagined 
they would be; and yet we have lived through them. 
This is evidence of the inherent strength of the Indian 
Union. Battered we are but undaunted, and if the 

* * * * 
It is indeed in the fitness of things that a Souvenir 

should be brought out on the 15th August to com• 
memorate the first year of ·rreedom. This, our first 
year, has been none too easy for us. In fact, our 
Gl:>vernments and our people, including those in the new 
Province of the East Punjab, have had to face most diffi· 
cult and complex problems. Nevertheless, throughout the 
year we have been making rapid strides towards the 
stability and consolidation of our Indian Union, and 
our freedom is now firmly rooted. Many questions 
still stare us in the face, but I am sure that, given hard 
work, discipline, spirit of service and goodwill on the 
part of our citizens, we will solve them successfully. 

C. M. TRIVEDI 
(Governor of the East Punjab.) 

"There is no bTavery gTeater than a resolute refusal to bend the knee to an 
earthly power, no matter how gTeat, and that without bitterness of spirit and in 

the fullness of faith that the spirit alone lives, nothing else does!' 

-Mahatma Gandhi. 
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Bapu'il.Legacyt 

of that article, he acts exactly on the same 
plane all the monkey. He loses his dignity 
all a rational human being. It is the duty of every 
buyer to examine the conditions of production. We ~o 
recognise this sometimes in a limited way. I~ a child 
is murdered for its necklace and the ornament 15 offered 
for sale, moll of us will decline to buy it even if it is 
rheap. We would hold that one who buys that nrcklace 
takes it along with the blood guilt of the seller. .But 
this moral consideration is often relegated to obv1ous 
incidents only and is not projected into every act of 
daily life. 

A COMMON ACT 

It is common knowledge that milk is obtained mostly 
from milkmen who neither allow enough for the calf 
nor even provide for their own children. They extract 
rvrry drop of milk from the cow, sell it and perhaps 
give their children a little tea which is cheaper. 

Let us examine the m~ral implications of this 
transaction, both as regards the milkman and his 
customer, He deprives the calf of its right and pro­
bably causes it to starve and die of malnutrition. In 
this he is guilty of both dishonesty and violence. He 
deprives his children of their due. Again he i• both 
dishonest and violent, and cheats them of their rightful 
food -milk - and substitutes the stimulant- tea. This 
is the same sin repeated for the third time. 

The customor who buys this milk takes over the guilt 
of the milkman, though he may not have preformed 
the dt•cds himself, If he buys it without thinking, he is 
in no wny different from the self-centred monker. The 
passing of money between the customer and the milk­
man makes no difference to the moral significance of 
the transaction. 

SHIFTING OF CROPS 

Supposing n poor farmer tempted by high prices 
parts with his land on which he has been cultivating 
food- sny paddy, the purchaser then grows, say, 
roronut. This product is used to extract oil in mills 
from whirh soap may be manufactured. In such cases, 
aftrr a ft·w years the original farmer goes through the 
purdmsc money and is reduced to a field labourer. He 
gets, not his own dehuskcd paddy, but polished rice 
from tl1e mnrket, Thus he suffers from malnutrition, 
whitt• no doubt the soap manufacturer makes a good 
profit. 

In tl1is transaction, there is dishonesty because the 
short-sightrd gtffd of the farmer is taken advantage of 
and he is indurt'd to part with his land that has been 
providing him with livdihood. This creates a short• 

age in the food supply of the community when .the new 
crop of coconuts is used for making soap. ThiS causes 
violence to the community also. 

The unthinking buyer of soap, therefore, is eaddled 
with these grave responsibilities. How many of us can 

plead "not guilty"? 
When the rice mills dehusk the paddy and polish the 

rice, they arc depriving the people of the nutrition con­
tained in the bran, the germ, etc. as these are rem?~ed 
in the process. This again increases the maln~tnt1on 
of the people and causes disease and death. It IS both 
dishonest and violent. 

FOREIGN TRADE 

Articles that cross political bou~daries are often part 
of commerce based on war. The Japanese trading 
rights in China, or British markets in India were results 
of armed conflicts. Every one who buys or sells goods 
which form part of their trade becomes a party to the _ 
conflict, 

If Burma was held under political bondage for its . 
petrol and we ·used kerosene oil- a . bye-product, 
we could be abetting the rulers of Burma in their 
aggression. There is violence and dishonesty in such 
a course. How many of us are conscious that the 
simple act of lighting a kerosene lantern makes us 
party to Imperialism? 

If the projections of moral responsibilities involve the 
producer, middleman and consumer in common guilt, 
what is the remedy? 

Gandhiji's spiritual approach to life laid the guilt at 
everybody's door and showed that they are all tarred 
with the same brush. None of us can plead ignorance 
without being reduced to the plane of the brute. How 
then shall we save ourselves from this grave situation, 
plunged as we are in the violence and dishonesty of an 
economic organization which calls for the greatest 
destruction to be able to function at all? 

SELF-SUFFICIENCY 

The solution offered by Gandhiji is perfectly simple. 
Use only goods manufactured within the range of your 
knowledge and by methods easily understood by you. 
This is the meaning of the programme of self-sufficiency 
through the organization of village and cottage indus­
tries prescribed by Gandhiji to meet the situation. This 
will not only absolve us from participating in the 
terrific violence and dishonesty that prevails in 
present-day society but it will also lead the war-stricken 
world from destruction to the full realization of all 
that is noble in man. 
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Bapu's lcgilcy 

GANDHI A 
S. N. AGARWAL 

T I IE 111 .1d :u 1 of .1 \Ollll~ I liudu ""' ~uddrn ly 
11 '1110\l'd B.q111 fr o111 0111 r11id' t .1nd till' 

wholr· of ludi:r , 11.1y tlw 1d wll' 11orld. drrply 
11 11111111\ tlw i11 1'fl·" ·1hlr- lo" of ow· who 1\.l\ 
1';1\ily till' gll'.t ll '' ' liviug 111.111 of our ti uw. ~., otlwr 
fr-:rdn ill :1 11 )' 1'011111 1)' h:rd ' Jlllll l,ll li 'OU\Iy r:r rnrd '- I IIIUth 
lo11' .111d :1d111ir.ttio11 f1orn 111illion' of proplr· :r~ B.qn1 : 
IHI lratlr r h.td n·c ri11'd \ II! h 11:rnu and l\orlci-11 id1 
lrihutc·' .lftrr hi' dr:r th a' ti ll' Fatlwr of 0111 :\.1tu11l. 

Ew r )' vi ll.1g1·, tell\ 11 .1nd imtitu tion in I ndi.1 tod.11 i' 
.rnxiou\ lo pnprtu:rtr thr lllt'lllory of thl' hl'!m 1·d lt-.1tlt-r. 
1\ut lrow ~h .1ll 11r prt'\l'l'\'1' hi' hoh IIIC' IIIOrY? lh l'll'l l· 
ing :llti, tir ~ta tun and hanging lik-, itl' portrait' in 
puhlir ll.tlt, and Gowrnuu·nt buildint:' ? Crrt :rinly not. 
11."1)' dforh to n.1nu· road,, p.11 k' and rduratioru l 
i11,1i1utiom afln ll.1pn .lfl' lk void of irn.1gin.rtion .1nd 
.1 ll ',tl ·'fll'll 'l'ia tiou of ti ll' grt',ll lr·.rdn. l fi, hl'!mt·d .rnd 
piou' 11 11'111!11\' 1.111 lw I'"'"' i1wd in n11r hl'.ll h nu l ~ ily 
lll'ing to lw 1\'lltllll' of thl' glorinu' fl' t:.rn· th:rl lw h .t~ 

lrlt " ' .1 lrg.u \' of whirh 1 ll'fY 1 itill'lt of till' 11orld 
i' till' (l ·giti1n:r l1' lwir. It i, tlw lq~.rry of ln11 11 :lll i~rll , 

..,·lflr" \1'1 vi1 r nl 1111' dolln-trodd,·n .r nd tlh' 11 r:1k .. 111d 
,,.,, ... . J,." 1'\fJI' I'inu·nh with Truth :urd 'on-1·iokr11'1'. Thi' 
lrg.u y. in 11'1111' of tll iHTo'lt' .rrti1 it y, i' tlw Corhl 1"111li11· 
1'111)..: 1'.11111111' 11 hi1h C.rndhi ji h.1d h1Tn p11ttin~ hd"on· 
11' t'l'l'l' ' illl 't' hi' I ' ll II y into .H tiv1· puhlir lifo · in South 
.\ 1 r ir:t .rnd lmli.l. I k had .tlll ,ll'' h,·,·n tl'lliu~ 

II' in unc·quiltlt ,tl lt't ll t' th.ll Sll.tr.rj 11 ithout tnrr­
' lnul i,.,. 11111k would hr llll '.lllinglr,~ .111d unn·.tl . ~1 :1111' 

nl "' did 111 11 l.tkr hiur ,,·ri1'11' 11" .111cl l"l'f..:.ll dl'(l hi, irhi,t­
''"''' 1111 tllllllllllll.tl h.ulllllll\", 1./uult. 1 ill.tt:t ' in<fu, tri· ·~. 
n.ttion.ll l.tngu.t t:• . 1111111111 h.rhili11 .111d 1 ill.lt:t' 11 Mk 
ti ll' ' l.ttf, ' 111 . 111 ich·.tli' t. llut11i1h till' .r<f,,·nt 11f politiul 

SIJ ', IG /~ . ·1.\I : / It, oll.t,~t 
K.trturh.t. 

f11Tdor11 .. d tn ,1 't'l)' lw.11 y .tnd unprrrrdt·nt•·d ~.H rifrtr . 
11c haw n·.dizrd th.1 t ,\,a r:~j i'l. in fal t. md1·,., 11ithou t 
IIH' .,olid. ( on-.truc tiw 11ork t h:~t Bapu h.td rrp~·.r ted ly 
hoTil ,t, kint: II' to rar I'\' out \\'i th 1·igour and drtrr­
ntin.rtion. ' l lw d,l\1 n of poh tir:r l indq>1·ndrnn· h.ll­
undouhto ·dly fl'I IIO\'I'd tht· grr.l tl'\t hurdk in our p.tth. 
1\ut poli ti1 .d liberty :tlonr is not rnough : it is a 111eans 
ll• .111 tnd. .\ nd thr end i, all round human 11 r lf:t rl'. 
II'. a' 1\.rpu u.,,.d to r:t ll it. " :uvodaya". 1t \\'a<;, thr re­

'"'"· hut fitting that mn,trur till· 11orkl'r~ from all parts 
of the rounll) ' should han· as~nnbkd la. t ::-.larch at 
s, "·'~ram .111d ·eardwd thrir hea rt to find \\'hrtlwr 
the> \\'err \\'Orthy of thr kgacy that 13apu hnd ldt 
us. ltirn.ltl'ly thcv dcridt·d to dedicate their lives to 
thl' 1 omplrtion of U.tpu' Con truniw Programme and 
thr 1\rothnhood of ~uch t Oib trurtil'l' \\'orkn~ \\'a 

.1ppropri.ttdy n:trnrd " ar\'oday:t ':tmaj". T he an·o­
d.tp :trrt.lj ~ta nd-. for .1 ~orirty ba~rd on Truth and 
:\orr·vioknn · hn ·:111~1· a \Orir ty b:tsl'd on untruth and 
' iokn1r l .1 11 rw1 ,.,. pro111otc all round pro~1writy and 
ll'dl-bri ng. 

\\':trdh.l and . \Ta~rarn arc till' crcographic::ll hrirs 
nf lbpu\ \\'ondrrf ul kgacy of con tructi\l· \\'ork 
or ... m nd.1y:t". :\l111ost :til the in titution' ron­
ru·t ted 11 ith hi' < Oll\lrurtiw program111c arl' . ituatl'd in 
thr\r pi.H ,., . In \\',trdha, \\'C h:tw tlw 1 k:tdqu :trtns 
of th,· .\ 11- lndi.t \" ill.t ~, · l ndu~tri1'\ .-\ .soriat ion which 
h,,, hr,·n doirr~ :tdrnir.tblr \\'Ork und•T the ablr 
guid.IIH"t' nf Prof. J. C. Kumarappa since 19:1·1. 'f' lw 
l lindu,t.llli Pr;H h.tr '.tbha \\'hirh propacr:t tr\ tl w 
n.llil'"·" l.lnf.!tr.tf.!t ' throug-hout thl· coumry \\'as :tl o 
loundrd hy B.qHt in 19 ~2. It i~ :tt pn''il: llt \\'Orkin•T 
under th1· ~upr11 i, ion of :\ d1.1rya Kaka K:tldbr. Th~ 
ilf. th il.l .\ , hr;un . 11 hirh i tlw i'\:t tion:tl \\'ornen's Uni-
1 ,., ... i t ~ l1f lbpu \ ronn·ption. ha been f unrtionincr 
,., n , i111 1' I !:l'F1. In tlw brcrinning, Acharya Vi nob~ 
llh:tl ~· '' .1, it Princip:tl. The A hram conducts 
' " Oil n indl'J)l'ndnn rourSl' ' which arc not 
:t llili.llcd to U .lily ~l:t tutory niH·r ity· but th . 
di. tim~ui,ltin!.! ft·.ltUrl' of tlw .\ ltra111 1· tt'1 I .l 

·• ' l' cmp 1a. ts 
<'11 lll.lllll.d l.thour. :\ II tlw inm"tl'' "r , ·If . 
• • " J ·• t: l • upportrncr 
Ill d.uh rn.tnu:tl '' ork. inrludincr scawncr'r rt cr d " 

" o o· an no 
'' 11 .11\h .li t' •·rnplm,·d fo r rook"rrtcr . h' d . · "' 11 a rnrr Ill 
'h·.llllll!.!. I he \ ·k,;lri.l Conunl'rt't' Colkrr . It ~ I . .. 
1 · . . o' :r:; )t l n 

I II' ptorwn ""tllution in introducr'nrr th h 
. 0 l ' lllOt l'r· 

tongur a' thr nwdtum of in\lruct iott up to th , U . . 
. l l1l \"l'I'Sll )' 

't:tgL' : lbpu m:tugur:ttl'd thi important reform in 



SEV AGRAM: Two girls of tbe ,\labi/., 
A rbram grinding rom for tbeir mec/ •. 

the Commerce College on the hi toric 9th Augw;t, 1946 
The Head Office of thr Kasturba Memorial Trust 
which devote it energies to the uplift and wt'il-bcing 
of women and children is al. o ituated in Bajajwadi. 
Be idl' , the Bajaj Guest Hou r of the late eth Jamna­
lal Ba jaj is al·o an in\titution whirh has become the 
ymbol of ationalism: it ha been the National Home 

for all leaders and ron ·tructivr worke~ for the Ia t 
fifteen year . 

In Sevagram, we have the Headquarters of the All­
India Spinners' A sociation with Shri Jajuji as tht· 
guiding spirit ; the pinnm' A ociation al o runs its 
Khadi Vidyalaya for training workers in the technique 
of khadi production. The next important in. titution 
in Srva~rram i. thr Hindu tani Talirni angh or the 
All-India Ba ir Education Board who t' rrrl'tary is 
Shri Aryanayakam as i tt·d by hi able lifrpartner, 
Shrimati Ashadevi. The Ba-;ir Education chrmr, later 
railed by Bapu as the Na}'t'e Talim, was Bapu's 
'Late t Fad"; the Talimi angh who r Pre ident is 
Or. Zakir Hussain, runs a Training Collegt· at evagram 
accommodating trainee from all parts of the country, 
and to which mo t of the Provincial Governments send 
their own candidate for training in Basic Education 
every year. The Practising Basic chool and now also 
the Post-Sa ic chool arc run mainly under the guidance 
of Shrimati Ashade,·i. But the mo t attractive feature 
of Sevagram i tht• small but artistic mud hut in which 
Bapu used to stay. It is only a tiny room with an 
attached bath-room; thi mall room serving as 
drawing-room. dinin~ room, lx·d room and committee 
room for the meetings of different institu tions 
in \\'ardha and evagram. Nca r Bapu's hut arc 
Kasturba' and ~fahadcv Desai's cottages which arc 
now being used for guests and trainees of Basic 

Education. But Bapu'. hut i. being pre crvcd as n 
memorial. Gue~t. and inmate of the A.hram come to 
the hut to spin, nwditatt· peacefully and to n·rite 
roupil't from the Ramayana. 

About a mile from \\'ardha tO\\ n, i. another im­
portant centre of ronst ruetivr 11 ork. Fornwrly it was 
known a. Nalw:~di; now it ha' ht't' ll rtanwd Gopuri. 
'I he colony sprang up about fifteen H'a~ :tgo when 
.\ rhan.\ Vinoba Bhaw started his ~pinning artd weaving 
n·ntre in tlw Nalwadi village which is pn·dominantly 
populated In llarijan . Later, the rolon\' drwloped 
into a bit: n·ntn· for the manufarturl' of cha1~har 
I \pinnin~ "hn·ls) and other arn·.,sorit'll ronnt·etcd with 
~pinnin~ .tnd \H'~\\ in~. In 19·10, the lntr t•th Jamna­
lallbjaj startrd the i\11- lndia roseva angh and ~hifted 
its lit-ad Office to this Colonv whirh thl'n ranw to bt• 
kno\1 n as Goput-i. roput i j, now the I ft<adqu.trtt·rs 
of the Gram eva ~ [ancl.\1 which runs a dairy, a 
tannery and a big work hop for tlw manufartu rl' of 
spinnin~ whrl'i~. The Gost·va an~h ha' bc·<'n ca rryin~ 
on successful rxprrinll'nts in dairyin~ and stock-hrt·t'd­
ing. hrimati Jankidrvi, wife of the latr eth j alllnn lnl 
lbjnj. is the Prt·sidt•nt of till' GD'It'va an~h . 

\\'ill l ndia lw worthv of th<' lrgaq• that Bapu 
has bcstoll'ed on her? Will slw d<'velop a balanced, 
dcn·ntralised and human rronomy in this ancient land 
in accordancr with Rnpu's concrption? Or will sh<' 
go on following th(' Western pattern 0f large-. calc 
indu~trialization with all ,1 ttcndant <·vi is? This is 
a vital qtH'stion that fan·s the· Con~rcss and thr 
National Gmwnnwnt Ll'l U\ t•arnc·st ly hop<' that 
India will follow Bapu's t~ ·,u·hing-; and idt'als that 
prcs('nt to tlw \\l'ary and war-torn world a modl'i of 
sorio-cronomir organization that wi ll c·stablish lasting 
pt•an· and prosperity. 

SEV A GRAM: A gro11p of happy Harijan 
rbildren from a Baric Ed11calion School. 



Bapd'IIJ.egacY'I 

SECULAR .. :.:NATIONALISM . .. ~ ... _,. 
. . K,. M. 'MUNSHI 

0 NE of the eMential problems of education- or 
perhaps the paramount one -Is to awaken 

·national consciousness in our young generation .. Because 
we have national freedom, it does not follow that we 

. have the strength to preserve our existence or our 
r.:Ceilom as a nation,· British military occupation which 
II!Bl!ltaincct. eq{oteed unity is gone; India is divided 
.into , JwQ; .'~indu·Mwlim antagonism has not dis· 
appeared; t~e }eparatist urge for linguistic provinces 
is getting .~tro!'lgcr; our old "1\fOrld social divisions a~d 
the inert.j'" of the \lntaught and the backward have Still 
to be ~e. . Every one must therefore .realise that 
if we rann~t rcma~ a nation our freedom will not last . ll ,. ' aday •.... :.. . '' . -.-. . 

What ~ ; nation? . It is an aggregate based on its 
constituent ·me.;,bers consciously 'willing' themselves 
into a nation. Religion or race, as in Pakistan or 
Hitler's Germany, has been exploited to some national 
ends; but a nation cannot exist unless its active members 
ccasdessly exert themselves in thought and cond\lct, 
to express the will to nationhood to the exclusion of 
the lt'ntirncnts. This will springs from a common 
bond between such members - which we call national 
con.sciousncss- and their capacity for collective action. 

The basic element in national consciousness is the 
Collective Uncon.scious of a people: the sense of oneness 
- a sort of collective soul- which possesses them sub· 
con.sciously. For in.stance, we not only think that we 
nrc Indians but we also feel it; this is most Important 
for th.e feeling shared in common. by. millions of us rises 
from our Collective Unconscious. In its rudiments, it is 
the product of in.stinctive cohesion Imposed by the needs 
of survival, the need as in sheep, for instance, for 
finding fodder and escaping wolves. In human beings, 
the texture of this cohesion is woven by language, by 
words, phrases, idioms and tonns of speech shared in 
rommon. These fonns are not mere sounds; their 
history ~ back to the earliest stage of human exist­
t'nre. They represent ideas, urge~, patterns of conduct 
and thc literary, artistic and social heritage which 
hnve grown into the Collective Unconscious. 

The lf'COnd strand of the common bond is the 
collective memory preserved in the tradition and 

history of common dangers and triumphs, of heroes 
who are . believed to have led the people to security or 
victory; and of a sense of the continuity of a group 
from the distant past. 

The 'third factor is provided by the fundamentals of 
·. culture: certain well defined social ways, life patterns, 
ideals ;.Dd prlnciples which, persisting through genera· 
lions, have become indispensable elements of the 
common outlook. 

Language, race, memory and tradition have ~ense 
power over minds. Sita is a little word in which is 
coiled the might of the Collective Unconscious. It 
lights 11p tradition, provides a fundamental life 
pattern, stands for the sublime courage of women. 
In every city and hamlet the name evokes veneration, 
inspires conduct and commands collective approbation. 
The. word 'Brahmacharya'- sexual control- though 
stands for an ideal, similarly strikes a chord in our 
Unconscious and con:imands instantaneous respect. this 
is our Collective Unconscious speaking. 

Where the Collective Unconscious is untrained or 
mistrained, these names have no meaning. the word 
'Sita' evokes no response but only a contemptuo11s 
smile on the well-powdered, well-rouged face of an 
'advanced' woman. I was discussing Gandhiji with a 
convent-bred young lady in Lahore when I referred tO 
Brahmacharya as a great vow. Not familiar with any • 
of the Sanskritic languages- except perhaps the bazar 
Punjab!- she pronounced the word Urdu-wise 
'Ba·rcm·chari'.. She thought it meant some kind of 
beggars. He:r Unconscious, untuned to any Sanskritic 
language missed the noble associations of the word. 
Thus are the waifs and strays of our Culture made. 

Let us take the partition of India with all it! horrors. 
Why did it become a reality? The a.nswa, is plain. 
AU Indians could not consciously "will" themselves into 
one nation; our Collective Unconscious had been split 
into two. A perverted teaching of history under British 
inlluenee was mainly xesponsible for this segregation. 
Pratap and Shivaji were heroes to yoiiJlg Hindus for 
they represented resistance to Muslim aggretsion. The 
MuslimS dwelt on their lost supremacy over the Hindus 
md .satisfied their yearning for a glorious past by 
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looking up to the vandalism of Mahmud Gbazni and 
Aurangzeb with pride. Once, at Hydc:rabad, I referred 
to the Nizam as the representll,tive of the Akbar tradi· 
tion. I thought it more than a fulsome compliment. 
The Urdu papers of Hyderabad promptly felt insulted 
because I had compared their benevolent ruler to a 
kafir. To take but one instance; Gandhiji, to the Hindu 
mind, was first a Mahatma. To the patriotic Muslim he 
was but a great leader. Except, of course, during the 
last few days before his death when every Muslim saw 
in him their saviour, the sub-conscious Muslim mind 
!poked upon him as alien in spirit. Indians could not 
develop one Collective Unconscious; there were two; 
and Pakistan became inevitable. 

Indian nationalism has sprung from the Collective 
Unconscious of Indians whose culture was rooted to 
the Sl:!iL No doubt it was fertilised through the influence 
of the West. Ram Mohan Roy, howeY,~!~', 'went back to 
the Upanishads to broaden the Hindu ~gious outlook 
under the influence of European rationalism, Dayananda 
Saraswati· went baCk to the Vedas in order to adjust 

• our religious outlook to tiie . needs of nationalism -
equality of caste, removal of superstition, emancipation 
of women, national language, glorification of the distant 
past as an antidote to the inferiority complex induced 
by foreign rule. Bankim Chandra secularised Hindpism 
~y investing a national struggle with religious emotion. 
Durga; the Mother, became Bharat, the Motherland. 
Vande Mataram, apparently a hymn to Durga, became 
an apothesis of the Motherland with her multitude of 
arms, her richness and her purity. Shri Aravinda, in 
many ways the seer of our modern nationalism, frankly 
stated it to be our new religion. He purged our religion 
of its other-worldly attitude. Patriotic service became 
karmayoga. Bharat in which the rishis and gods were 
born became India to be consecrated once again with 
the blood of patriotic martyrs. 

Gandhiji took ow nationalism to another stage. He 
completely exorcised Hinduism of other-worldliness. 
Religious movements under his influence suffered an 
eclipse. He obliterated social divisions, emancipated 
women, removed untouchability, without even offering 
an excuse to the religious conscience. Service in this 
world became a substitute for salvation in the next. By 
secularising nationalism he paved the way for patriotic 
Muslims to accept it without disowning thdr Perso­
Arabic background of their culture. 

But he could do all this because he in his person 
e.inbodied and expressed the best iii our Collective 
Unconscious and, therefore, could sway it like a 
monarch. There wns not a word, idiom or imagery in 
the Sant and Bhakti schools -:~f poetry or Tulsidas or the 
Gita of which he was not a romplete 11l&ster. He loved 
the land, its rivers, its mountains, its trees, its birds; be 
lived close to the Mother. He knew our traditions. 
He knew the ways of our rishis: he lived like one. He 
lifted our tradition and history to a higher plane, 
adding to them fresh tradition and greater glory. He 
based his life's pattern on the Gita, observing thl' 
Mahavratas, labouring to achieve the absolute integra· 
tion of his personality. He trained us to forms of 
collective action which though new to the world Wt"rr 

fundamentally India. He moved us not · by logic, but 
because of his control over our Collective Unconscious. 
To us he was the Sage, Mahalma,- the Bapu- not 
merely the father of the Nation in the sense in which 
Washington Is to the Americans; and the immersion of 
his ashes in our sacred rivers was the spontaneous ex­
pression of our unconscious urge to see our highest ful­
fihnent only when the land was consecrated with the 
ashes of the Father of the Nation in the ancestral way. 

YoU: cannot mobilize the Collective Uncorucious of 
our younger generation without in some manner leading 
them on the very path of self-development which 
Gandbiji trod before them. 

"Religions are different roads converging upon the same point. What dou · 
it matter that we take different roads, so lo~g aa we Teach the sanie goal?" 

-Mahatma Gandhi. 

t.JII.I'UIS! YUil 



0 'E thing j, ~un·. C. Raja~opa larhari i. tht• mot 
l o~o: i1 .d 1 hoin· ;~, thr IN of tlw Warrl'n Ha tings . 

. 111U ,,, tlw ftl'\1 Indian Go\'t'rnor Gnwrill. Hr is an 
nuhtanding- C:ongn·" lt·adn with nton.· thiln 25 )'\'ilrs 
nf ' "'"'irr to thr nation hdtincl him. lntdkrt. and not 
t'ttloti(ln, I' hi, ''Ill~ in tr;~dr. Thr honourrd po ition 
lw un upi•·, i' 111111 h likt• tlw '~ 111holir Crown, which 
1 (lldlv ~hitu•, hut nnw ' hin1nu·t . It i' an offici' whirh 
d\"tt tn rHI, rh it of qua I it )' dt·t:H hnwnt. Thr 111:1 n 
"ho ,. j,l\l ·hrt'.l~inA 11a11w i' oftt·11 rol1dt' tN·d into a 
~ i111ph- "( '.It" . .• nd \\ho i' IIIOI't' oftt·11 aO'tTtionatd)' 
.ldd~t·'"'d ·' ' "R.1j.1ji". h." it. I It- i, ralm and rollt•rh'd 
.111d ' .tic ul.lt ing. R. tj.1ji i, ·' p.lrtl'lll:ln 11ho ha, oftl'll 
ddlt'd hi' p.1rt1 .. \ •mnnor •t'th'ral ha to ri~r :~ hovr 
p.11 11 lt·~t-1. for lw rq>n''''"" .til. Rajaji lill, tlw bill. 

.\ notiH 1 th i n~ i' 'llrt'. Xo otlwr rhoin· would ha11· 
""'" l~t' l~tll lll 'd n1nn· wholt•ht':tl'h'dly l'it lwr in En~bnd 
(\1 in P.1~1,1.1n . From .ll11011~ tlw n·lwk R.1j;~ji h,

1
, 

.tl\1 ·"' hl't 11 .1 f.11 <'uri tr of tlw Bri ti ~h . Ew n Briti h 
,\,, i.di'" h.11 1 1 011\t'l'\ ;Hil ,. ithtil1rts. ,lfld Rajaji Ita' 
111'1'11 ,, "lo1 .1hlt· '1111\tT\ .Hiw". .\ s tht• Prinw ~lin i tn 
11! ~l.tdt ,l' ht I\I ITII J<l'\7 .11\d 19:~9. hr ll'i\\ admin·d b

1 
lndi.lll,, hut 'i1nph l,,, ,.d hi' thl' Briti.h. On .l ull 28. 
111 10 . • 11 l 't~on.l. i 1 '' .I, Ill' '' h<, conl'inrrd th1• .\ 11-1 ndi::~ 
:11n~u·-., Ct'llllnilln nf tlw wi dom of tlw war t•O'ort 

. tl t h ou~::h th.11 dft,lt did liN matrrializl'. 1 11 a, in 
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RAJAJI 
KRISHANLAL SHRIDHARANI 

+-
•.... . .. Y 011 1/'0IIId uel'er kuou· u•b,tt lie1 
bebind those dark glas,er. buwour or 
sarraJm, s;mpatb; or toleraure. approl'al 
or boredom . ..... ·· 

Arnnint in thmr days. and I rlra rl y l'l' llll' lllhrr how 
Brlti h publir itr offin·r, built him up as the only 
state man in lndi<t . l ie ha. ht•t•n thl' tl'a('hrr's pet. 
No wonder thr London .Ifni/ t·di tori:di"·d : "C. R' 
l'<'l)atility. intdlrrtual a lertnr~ <tnd ins<t tiabk- curiosity. 
remind onr of thr fiN Gol'l'rnor Gt'IHTa I of India. 
\\'ilrrl'n Hastin~." 

Now It-t us turn to Paki tan whirh wa~ <tlmo t as 
jubilant a , if not 1110n· than . India owr C.R's appoint· 
rnt•nt as thr first Indian Gowrnor Gt·nnal of lndi<t. 
'l'ht• Paki tan prr s wa, ~o rnthus ia~tic as to imply that 
~ ndia wa~ payin~" sprrial romplinwnt to Pakistan. as if 
11 'Ia~ pot·tir justice thil t the twin arrhitl'r ts of tlw Parti· 
tion Plan '>hould be tht· fi rst Gowrnor General of the 
twin Dominions. Xlr. Jinnah ll'f\s not so spontanrous 
and wholl'hta rted on Mahatma Gandhi's mart \'l·dom 
:1. on R:~jaji\ rlrviltion to ht·ights equal to hi~ own. 
Hr thn·w to til • · d h' f 1 ll'tn . 1s usual n·st·rvt· and il loo nr 
ilnd wrot<• 10 R · .. . "'I . 

"J:IJI. ·' ' ,. warm rongratulatton on 
vour. :l~pointllll'nt a. Gowr~or Gt•nt·ral. of the I ndiiln 
Oom1n1on C nd · . 'd · I 

. • t r ~our gut anrl'. I hopt·. wrll come rca 
fnrnd hi ll br tll'l't'l1 th · D . . . I 

. ' two ommrons. It 1s no r ~'''t' nttal to I nd' h · .. 1 
. 

1
:1 t iln to Pakt tan". If Rajajt fulfi ~~ r. J tnnah's h 1 · 

T. · 0
P<' · 1<' w11l go down in history as a II an . 

And Yt' t anothrr th'ln,IT I. 

THE FIRST YEAR 
1"> rrrtain. No other man 



than C. Rajagopalachari could have replaced Earl 
Mountbatten of Burn1a so conclusively. When Lord 
Mountbatten left Government House, it marked 
the end of an era: Rajaji striding up the marble steps 
signified the beginning of a new era. It was a clean 
break. It indicated so deep a psychological revolution 
that it required marked changes in physkal details so 
as to register the upheaval in the minds of men. No 
other Indian leader could have off~red a sharper 
contrast to Lord Mountbatten. The former Com­
mander of the Commandos is a dashing figure, tall 
and handsome. If Gandhiji reminded an Ameri­
can correspondent of Micky Mouse, Rajaji reminded 
another of a turkey. On a dark turkey neck, fully 
furnished with a well-developed Adam's apple, too frail 
a body supports too big a head, bald and egg-shaped. 
A jutting lower lip and a beaky nose compk1e the 
picture. There are two more details, the slight figure 
stoops over a cane, and the very very dark glasses are 
so inseparable as to form part of his physiognomy. 
You would never know what lies behind those dark 
glasses, hurnour or sarcasm, sympathy or tolerance, 
approval or boredom. Lord Mountbatten is a socialite 
colourful and volatile; Rajaji is quiet and frail. Lord 
Mountbatten was at his best in large parties, with an 
appropriate word for each guest, informal and un· 
demanding, yet the image of pomp and Circumstance; 
Rajaji has a quiet dignity, but he is the very antithesis 
of pomp and circumstance. Government House 
under Lord Moi.mtbatten was almost the last official 
residence where a party meant well-chosen whisky. 
Rajaji is a teetotaller, and evangelical. He is a fanatic 
against drinks and drugs; he has written a "Prohibition 
Manual" which tells you all about drinks and drugs; he 
was the Secretary of the Prohibition League of India; 
his own District of Salem was the first area in India 
to go completely dry under his regime in Madras. 
Government House under Lord Mountbatten was full 
of black ties and vintage wines. ' Fluttering dhoties and 
excellent South Indian coffee in Rajaji's Government 
House are the visible syn\bols of the new age. · 

Rajaji brings to All-India politics the subtleties of 
mind of a Southern Ilrahmln. He is a great debater, 
not 'colourful but lawyer:like, not an orator but pleader; 
'his famous forensic' powers have been the undoing of 
many an adversary. His mind is analytical and he is 
a past-master in dialectics. His interests are earnest; 
he has· written books on Socrates and Marcus Aurelius 
'in Tamil and lle has been influenced by Thoreau ·and 
John Stuart MiU. ·He has also a creative side. He has 
written chatt)r storieS both in Tamil and English, and he 
has made the Gita arid the Upanishads easy for Indian 
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readers. Most of his stories are paniblcs-instruments 
to popularisc causes d,·ar to his heart. Even in his 
speeches he uses parables. He has written several 
political tracts and, while Mahatma Gandhi was in 
jail he edited YOUNG INDIA for a while. He is 
a fine story-teller but he is more caustic than witty. 
That makes him quirk at repartee, at some one 
rise's cost. 

Chakravarti (World Conqueror) Rajagopalachari was 
born in 1879 ( th.at would make him about 70 now, 
the ideal age for leadership in India) in a village nt•ar 
Hosur in the Salem Distrirt in Madras, of distinguish· 
ed Brahmin parents. He finished his studies at Law 
College, Madras, but the highest dt·gret•s he received 
were simple B.A., and B.L. However, within a short 
time of his joining the Bar in 1900, he built up a very 
lucrative 'practice. Had he stayed away from politit·s 
and stuck to law, he would have amassed a fortune. 
That was not to be. A strange little brown man in 
a loin cloth was attracting Indians of talent to tht· 
service of their motherland and Rajaji responded in 
1919 by joining the Non-Coopefation movement. One 
of the points on which the nationalists wen· to non­
cooperate with the British Raj was the prartkc of law in 
courts set up by the aliens. RajaJi non-cooperated and 
ceased being a lawyer. Ever since then, Rajaji has be· 
come one of the closest and the most orthodox disciples 
of Mahatma Gandhi, not only in politics but in life. 
Taking the cue from his Master, Rajaji dcwlopt·d fads. 
Besides the bias against drinks; he developed biases in 
favour of low salarii·s and khadi (home spun doth), 
This political entente was lat<-r underscored by an 
entente cordiale at the family level. C. R's daughter 
married the Mahatma's son. In a province raj(ing with 
Brahmin versus non-Brahmin war, the caste system 
was defied because a Brahmin married a Vaishya, but 
that brightened the politiral future inst"ad of darkening 
it. 

Rajaji became the high prit·st of Gandhism. He led 
a simple life, so much so that he had not seen a Movie 
until 1938 when he saw a Mkky Mouse cartoon in the 
company of another who had never seen a film, 
Mahatma Ga1. 'hi. I remember Rajaji's visit to 
Gandhi's School in Ahmedabad where I was studying 
for a time. It was 1930 and the famous march to the 
sea, with its prospects of jail-going, was in the air. 
Rajaji was by that time an experienced jail-bird, so 
1 asked his advice. Ht• said: "Begin to learn how to 
live without the morning newspaper. You won't get 
it in prison. · And it is harder to get along without the 
mom!ng newspaper than without the morning cup of 

(Continued on page 61) 
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M U TBATTEN AND RAJAJI 
K. SANTHANAM 

I cannot but marvel at the great ~a t rioti ~ and the 
hi h courage of Lord ~lountbattrn Ill .H!;n:emg to be­
ro~m· the Ia t 13riti.h Viceroy of India. It ~nay b.e recall­
rd that r-.lr. Churchill declared with lin•· tmpenal arro-

h I h d not become the fir t 'crvant of tht· 
~ann· t at w a . . 
King Emperor to liquidate his Emptrc. l t could not 
haw been .In ea y deri. ion for Lord ~lountbatten . 
him elf belonging to the royal family. to rr~~ond to tlw 
call of Prime r-.linister Attlce to undertake tht thankle . 
ta. k in J ndia. It wa not merely a thanklr. 'i task. Lord 
\\'awll' handling of the Indian political problem had 
made the tangle almost insoluble and it looked as if 
flrit ain ould ncitha . tay nor withdra" with honour 

and di~nit\'. 

/~, 1 1,,11 ,,,,. , 111 r\nt• l)t//n to take over from Lord i\1o111Jib.1ll i' ll . 

I 
I' i' ditlit ult to im.1~nr t\\O person more different 
in ll\'Nmal .1ppt·ar.ll1 t' , outloo~ and attainm ·nt.s. 

Lot d ~tmmth.ltl\' n tall, hand onw, young and ener­
~~·ti t . hrinunin~ '' ith optimi m and df-confidcncr and 
inht,in~ hnpt• .1nd t•nthu~i :l'tn all round; and C.R. old 
.1nd "rin\..kd, 1 .11111 ,11\d im).>\·rturbahk qm·\lionin~ vel)' 
~t aii' II H'nt .tnd 1 ro,,.r\.llninin~ ,., t'l)' 1 1tor. Tht• 
formt•r, hnrn in tlw l()y.ll family of far-ofT England. 
'"' "'Rht up in tlw n:l\ y. ht·ranw 111.1\lt'r of military and 
'"" ,,\ ' '' ·"qW .uui 11'10~ hi place naturally among the 
hi~hl'\1 and 1110 1 p<l'H'rful in the world. C.R. con\ 
of nrthndo)\ Brahmin parent , tartcd life a a district 
' ·"' \1' 1 , ,,\I t ihn·d hi~ rart't'r in ill moment of ucc 
to tnlh"' ~ l.1h.\lnu •· ndhi and .1 hicvrd rc ognition 
,1nd n nint•ntt· h' hi intdli~·ncc . character and 
1\,11 it Ill. II \1' 1\ it t' 

Lord Mountbatten' achievement. in the first four 
month of offin· were nothing hort of miraculous. The 
'l'Cret of hi succe s lay in his d ear gra. p of the two 
fundamentals of the situation. He reali ed that at the 
\tage at which mattrrs tood in ~'larch 1 9·~ 7. there wa 
no pt•ardul ~olution t·xrcpt in thr div i~ion of India and 
th1· partition of the Punjab and Bengal. He saw equally 
rlrarly that no .olution would haw ,1ny significance with­
out the complcH· rdinqui bing of po"Tr by Britain 
followed by the withdrawal of the Briti' h forces in India. 
It may be recalled that the e were tht· r~~t·ntial feature. 
of the C. R. fonnula. When on<.:l' he had a clear grasp 
of thee fu ndamental , it wa~ easy for Lord Mount­
bath'n to ce that they hould be ra rrit'd out in the 
quickc t po sibk time. not only to hold Indian im­
patience under control but also to prt'\'Cnt British rr­
artion from gathcrin" trength. Tht· Indian Governor 
Gt·ncralship was the first political job undertaken by 
Lord Mount batten and it must ha' ,. bern an agree­
a bit• urpri e to find him elf such a complete master of 
the game. From the first , he kept Mr. Jinnah and the 
chid Congress leaders fascinated by hi decision and 
drive. He howed extraordinary politi a\ acumen in 
n·cogni ing the vast reserve of power in Mahatma 

' 1·t h' ,, '''·"'c.r de tin\', their names have become 
linkl'd toe,l thrr. ~either could ha,•e imagined that he 
" nuld "', "P' tht ,,ffire of Govrrnor General of free 
lndi.l .1nd ,, rt.1inh tll'itht•r oue,ht it 

G~ndhi and succeeded in cultivating the latter's good­
Will ven though the Mahatma disliked the division of 
ln~i~ and tried to take the country back to the Cabinet 
M, IOn plan when it wa too late to do so. While 
Lord ~lountbattcn made every deci ion. he took great 
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care that the responsibility was openly and unequivocally 
shared by the Congress and League1eaden. In Britain, 
he managed to illence Mr. Churchill and the Tories 
with the vision of India voluntarily a_scepting Dominion 
Status and hustled the British-Government into passing 
the Indian Independence Act in record time. When he 
persuaded the League and the Congress to accept his 
nominee, Sir Cyril Radcliffe as the common head of the 
boundary commissions for the Punjab and Bengal, he 
had performed the rope trick' in Indian politics and 
secured a prominent position among the great makers 
of Indian history. 

Then disappointment came. With Mr. Jinnah's re· 
jection of joint Governors-Generalship, it looked as if 
Lord Mountbatten's association with India would come 
to an end on August 15, but the Indian leaders consider­
ed it wise and graceful to request him . to continue as 
the first Governor General of Free India. Then followed 
the great explosion in the Punjab. Only the future 
historian will be able to say who was responsible for 
this terrible tragedy and whether it could have been 
avoided. It seems to me that in his deep abs01:ption in 
the political game, Lord Mountbatten neglected his 
military strategy. He assumed too easily that the people 
of the Punjab would follow the political leaders and did 
not realize the danger of communal armies and police 
forces. While he cannot escape some responsibility for 
the failure of the Punjab Boundary Force, it must be 
confessed that no one expected sueh a big flare up. For 
the handling of the conflict, he had no responsibility 
having become a strictly constitutional head of the 
state. There is no doubt that his advice and guidance 
was of great assistance to the Indian cabinet in this 
crisis. In those dark months and the darker days that 
followed the assassination of Mahatma Gandhi, Lord 
and Lady Mountbatten came to be identified with the 
fortunes of India., The great receptions and gathenpgs 
at the time of their departure on June 21, demonstrated 
the high regard in which the leaden and the people had 

Personalities 

_come to...hold them. 
~" .-~ 

As for the first Indian Governor Gen~ral, I do not 
want to say much. C.R.'s political career has bee-n 
marked by high crests and low depressions. As the 
opponent of the Council-entry programme, he was more 
than a match at the Gaya Congress to the great leaders, 
Deshabandhu Chittaranjan Dns and Pandit Motilal 
Nehru and as the first Congress Premier of Madras in 
1937, he set up a standard of ability and int('grity which 
has not been equalled since. But as in the case of his 
great ma~~ter, Mahatma Gandhi, the yean when he stood 
aside from politics were even more fruitful than when he 
was playing a leading part. They gave him time to study 
and write and the Tamil and English literatures have 
been enriched by his short stories, studies of the Upa· 
nishads, the Gita, the Vedanta and other works. His cui· 
tural interests are so wide that he could find himself 
active, useful and contented under any circumstances. 
His penetrating intellect, the lucidity and persuasiveness 
of his speeches and writings and the wit and charm of 
his conv.enation are too wellknown to require mention. 
But it is not so wellknown that he is utterly free from 
·personal ambition and has an almost morbid tendency 
to step aside and take a back scat. That he is today 
the Governor General is a curious result of this 
tendency. He voluntarily gave up the Finance M'mistcr· 
ship of the Government of India to take up the difficult 
office of Governor o£ West Bengal. Whether he will 
be able to make his influence felt at Delhi in the same 
manner as at Calcutta, it is not possible to say yet but 
I have no doubt that the prestige and dignity of the 
high office he holds arc safe in his hands. 

Nurtured in the British imperial tradition, it was 
given to Lord Mountbatten to end British Imperialism 
in India. It will be a fitting task for his successor to 
consolidate the freedom that has bee-n won and uniCy 
the people b)· removing the barriers of caste, creed and 
community that divide them now. 
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/)r, U,lft' li ./1',1 f'w .1d ,1/ the l11 1t11 11t '' ol l fJ I/ n{ the ( nn otitllt!lll t l llt' lllb/) .It mit/lli!!,hl fill t l 11f.111t I.J . 1947· 

A CRO~'DED YEAR 
DURGA DAS 

T liE pn·c.lotllin.lnt imptt'"i.nn of thl' p.1\l \'1':11' '' onr 
of .H lun'l'lllt'llt. of h.l\ Ill)! "t'.ltlll'rl'd till' ~tnnn . 

Th.1t in ihl'lf " ·" .1 ln11 drn uncll'l "h1''~' i11111li'IN' 
\\ l' iAht 111.111\' .I \11'11·1'\t,lhli\hl'd St.\11' llli~ht \It'll h.l\ I' 
,t ,I~Rt'rrd . Cn·.tt \lridr' h.11 r hl'rn tal-•·n tC\\I';ud' 
ll.l titlll.\1 \1 ill. 

llw llriti' h "ithdt.\\1,11 ldt in it- '' ·''-r .1 \,\ltl\1111 
in ti ll' .1d111ini,tr.1ti1 , . . uul '""II it1 " n iu·, in 111.111\ 
·"'.,' ' l'h.1t tnaclt• it i111 'it.1hlr th.1t minlll' riot- . hould 
dt·~l'llt' l'.l tt· i 1110 'rrin11' d i' t u 1 b.1 lltl'' · St'llll' .111 nun t 
111u~t ht· 1.1kc•n of tlw p.ut pbwd h1 tlw dt·partin~ 

Hriti'h .i, il , tn·irr nu·n in ' rr .Hin~ h.1d blood lx-1111'rn 
tlw rntlllllltnit il'~ in till' Punjah 1" thr ir ~~ tl'matir 
. IJlJlt'.I'I'IIH'nt of the· ~hi'· lim' O\l'r .1 Inn~ pniod. It 
,, ·'' a drfinitt· l)('lin . ' llu 111.1in tr.m,frr nf 
pn" r r. hi'WI'\'l'r. "a' arh in rd '' i I hn111 hlt'\Od,Jwd 
pl'rh.IP' thr li1 1 in, t.lllll' of ih l-ind in hi-t1'n·. and a 
'ing11l.lr triumph f,,r till' 'Pirit ,,f nt,n·\ j,,Jrnn· in "hi h 
th~ !- l ru~!-!k f,,r imkl)('lldt·nn· h.1d ht·1·n kd hi' till' 
F;~ t lll'r of tht· • ·.1ti0n. 

Thl' m·dit for thi~ Ill' \\ -l'lllrn goodwill ,1nd abwncl' 

of hittiTIH'" in thr rrbtion brtll'rrn tlw rulrr and thr 
ruh·d 111u~t r:o Llrgrly to thr 1·i. ion of ~bhat111a Gandhi 

.111d thr Coni!H '' lt'.ldrNhip in r:rnrral and th1· nnl' 
1 ntH rption that the Jaq \ irno~ . Lord ~!ounth.tttt n. 
brought to hear on hi ta 1-. 

In .Ill 'on\nou,nr,~. that ta~k wa gir:antir. 

l'lw prohlt'111 of Iran kr of poll'n wa. b.1d 

t·nnugh But tlw problem of tran faring it to t\\'o 

atothoritit''· ont• of tlwm not y<'t in hrinr:. 11 a 11 0 1 r . 
\\'ithnut Lord ~ !ountbattrn'. "igour and d\'nami 111 tlw 
I.H!!t't rould t:ot hal'r been rt for :\ugu t 15. l ~Hi . 
But it Ill.\\' ht· that from Lord ~[ountba ttcn' very quali­

tit·, flm, l'd hi m:tin dt·frn . H" wrnt traight to hi 

go.1l '' ithout :1 lloll'ing him l'lf to br di tracted b" tlw 
minor dfl'l L' that ''ould re ult and without r rrrt in" 

tho''' . :tfq~uard' whO.l' ll t'<'N it~ a morr ront<'mplatil'~ 
mind ll'ould han· fon~. rrn. 
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Rut on that da1 of des tim. :\ugu't 1·1. I ndi.1 "·'' 
pn·parrd to fon~t·t and for~i' r. [ lw hl't flu-.h 
of f rrrdom wa rl'\ rakd in thr fn·m,· ol popul.!r 
c·nthmiao,rn, and tht c·n c· of hi~h .1d1 c ntutc. "hic h h,,, 
hrl'n Jpth dr .. uihrd hi r .mdit :\rhru ·'' " lndi.l 
di rowr, hmdf a~ain". 

i\nd thr work of di CO\'l'ry has ((One on. through tlw 
dim tcr; in th(' Punjab. tht' tragrd\ of million~ ol 
propl!' on thl' lllOIT to find Ill'\\ homc·, " lulr .Ill tl11 it 
prrriouo, po ~r~-.ion 11rrr lrft hrhind. thr ' .1\1 ptnhh 111 
of tlwir hdter. food and t lothing. Feu c .tt.l'ttopltt 
on urh a ralr \It' ,,c·n· not pn·p.11c·d. hut 111 

ha\'t' nnw lookt·d bark. l f no rrnwdic·, "'·n· to h.llld. 
liT impro' i rd thrm .111d in thl' prorc'"'' dist mrr.·d in 
thr 11l'\\ I\' nation.1l isl'd army a tool of 111.1tt hie-" di,c i 
plinc· and \t'f\ in·. Thr :\nm did .1 'c·n finc· job 
indcl·d in the Punjab and latrr. in 1\.,,-,hmir. 

A greater tr t all'aitcd thr arm" in K .... lunir. lkforr 
it ll'il ra iled in , thl' raidt'l's had pc·twtr:w·d almost to 
thr ~atr. of Jammu and nnal:(.ll' l'o fil:(ht hark in 

In Retrospect 

t!'rr.tin of \til h difllt ult)· ' ' a a r riou problem. It was 
bt'lausc· of thr tool rourage and ~rim drtcnnination 
"ith whit h thr .ll lll\ h.1d fought , that in the first 
\t'ar raidl'l"' \\t'l't' nra rh- diminated frotn m t of 
tlw trn iwn thn· h.td o1 t'rt un. 

But if 1\.,,,lunit is ,, triutuph for our a11n •, it pro­
' ul• d .1 'rth.u k for our diplm11.H ' . \\'c· fa ilrd to obtain 
It Pill tl,, l' :\. Snurit1 Cotllll il .1 rrrognit ion of the 

ju,tic ,. "' nut c ''"' ,\ nd "hilc· th!' Sc·c cni t~ Couucil 
,, .. , qj[[ i11 tl11 111d't of thl' di't 11\\ions on " ·'\hmir, the' 
\ cttnll ln't 11\ l.ttlll t ~l.lh.lt tll,l ( ;,,ndhi\ ·'"·'"in.ltion 
"·'' .11. i11tc llt,llion.d 1 .d.unit\ I hc·11 it.llt' hrrn 11orld­
"id1 llihutt ' It• hi' lltll\Cirl, dnt tihing him ,,, till' 
l:( rt .t it \1 111.111 ol th1 1 t IIIII I\, till' glt ,\It'\( ,\~,i,\11, till' 
gtt',lll 't ' "It 1 t.lu i't. Hut "h.1 t ",,, Ill lith tnon· -.i~ni­
lu .t nt \\.1\ th.tt Ill oll/1 llltlt.t :\o Ollt tIt I \\lflh(lli-.c·d 
.1 n.ltioll i11 hilll'~'lf ,,, 111\lt It ·" did C.111dhiji 

.\ nd c Ull<Ht' h c·nottl!h. hi-. dt".l th 11 1.1dt· ll ' rl'alitt' that 
hi' \\ell k \' ,~, -. tillundnt\1', lit- h.HI 11011 fn t ll\ f~t · c ·dollt , 

Ll)rd ,\lotmlb.JIIt/1 cutarmg 111 P.111drt f.w .t,,tr/,d Sthrtr 1 111111.1' PrJIII( t\11111 1/1't . 



In Retrospect 

ht~ had Alwwn uA the way to conquer the communal 

mon~tt·r, hut that momtcr wa.' not drad. Gandhiji 
dt·ad rnov<·d u~ out of our romplan·nn· ~o that there 
waA a wave of Rpontani'OUA rt·vul~ion agaimt rommunal 
organizations bringing with it a hopt: of la~ting arrord 

J)('twrrn the communitic·~. Tht· rhange in the atmos­

phrrc can only 1M' dt·~rrihc·d a~ revolutionary. 

Another rrvolution wall taking place which had as 

far-rraching an import. That was th•· rhangc· in the 
statuA of the Indian Statr·~. At the rnd of tlw First 

Yrnr thr only Statt• of nny siz•· that had not lx:cn 

drmorrati7.1'd and inh'gratc·d was Hyd•·rabad. 

Anothrr source of anxic·ty has bt·cn tht· relations with 
Pakistan which, in spitr of man}' gl'nnous gestures on 
India's part, continue to be difficult. The Kashmir 
problrm ha.' addc·d furthr·r complications, but lately 
there! h:u appral't'd a wckome awareness that a finn 
poliry i~ thr only onr that is undrrstood by thr 
~iAtrr Dominion. India's hrsitations in fort'ign policy 
grnrrally havr ldt u~ with fc·w friends, but iri the rnd 
our dt·tr•rmination to s!l•t•r dc·ar of power blocs and 

rivalrit·a must command n·sprct in the international 
field. 

And 'o Wl' rome to our Constitution whost• draft has 
llt·c•n rompktcd but not yt·t discusst•d h>· the Constituent 

'I t '• {'• of tl•( /1/,lt./11 
. 1111/1 , , "'"'.~ ·' 11/rt 

''' / JII./11:. /q .1 pon· 
/,tot/! "''"::• • 

Assembly. It can bt· dt·srribt·d as the charter of the 

rommon rnan. Hut th<· drlay in passing it has caused 
some ronrern. The opposition has tried to exploit it 

though without any surrl'SS, if the results of the U.P. 
bv-drctions arc any indication. The lesson is that thr 
r~untry is still solidly tx·hind thr Congrl'ss hut impatient 

at timrs for action. 

So much history is parked in this eventful First 
Year that it is t·asy to undrrcstimate the significance of 
Mr. C. Rajagopalarhari's appointment as 'the first 

Indian Gov!'rnor General. The wisdom of the choice 
has nowher!' been questioned and it is particularly 
apposite that an Indian should hl' the Head of the 
State to hrrald the new era which will begin with the 
!'oming into operation of the new Constitution. 

--+ 
Paudit Jau,abarlal Nehm .•1vearJ in the 
Maharaja of Gwalior, Rt~jpranmkb of the 
Gtualior-Iudore·Malll'a U nirm a/ G ll'rtlior 
on Ma)' 18. Sealed on /he rigbl iJ 1/u: 
Mabaraja of Indore. Uparajp,.anmkb of 
tbe Union. 

De.rnll!d and mim!d roma of ,, toll'll --+ 
i11 Ka.rbmir. 
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MtNtbm oflbt l11Ji1111 Dtltgalioll to 
tbt tbircl msio11 of tht ECAFE. 
Front row, Ltfl to Ri~ht : Mr. 
An.mt.u.r_ydl/.1/n lyt11gar, Dr. Syam1 
Pr.u.td J\IN~trji, Dr.Juhll Al,rJib.Ji, J\tr. 
Sit.u.mt.l RttMi. Ba,·• rou•, L •fl lu 
Ri~ht: Mr. B. Shia·• R•o, Mr. S. 
Cb.tlr.m~tll, Sir J. C. Ghosh,· Mr. C. 
C. Dt.r.ti, Dr. B. N11~r1j411 11ul· Mr. 
S. N. Roy. 

LAST BRITISH BAT­
TALION IN INDIA: 
Tbe Fir.rl Battalion of 
Jbe SommeJ Light In­
fanlry was lbt last to 
leat'e India. 



'/ /J, i\ lnllntb.llft'll• .wd tbm d.mgbtrl 11'.11111,~ (, 1/t'lll/1/tlll HfJII I<' 111 1.1/r lnddmg .~ood h)t 11 JndJ.I. 

PhJIIf' \ fltf. IJ.du. { 1111t.l l\mgtlnm tl lllll•lt:l fm Coii/11/0II IIt'.dth R, l.ltlo•J• ltjt) .wd R. If. ll.ldr!ll , l'llllt•l l\mKtlom 
Fmugn Ot{1n· .111/lltl . ( 111111£) 1.111 ll'llh Slmi h Abdllll.th, ( ught) lnjort 1 11/t'rllll,~ of tht ( \ . \ 1'!11111 ) CIJ/111111. 

Phoro UN II[O NATIONS 



U 1ljl\ llt\1 t l U I l it \I U 1'1 1\11 I?. 
Mnn•lcr j"' 1/c.rlllr. (,ol!'lln/11'111 
oj llldt,l. 

,\lrt. !JA ROJIS I S AIDU, Gownor of 
fiJI! L' 11i1ed Pror·inrn 

MI'J . VljA)' ALIIKSHt111 PAr\ 'DJT, 
Indian AmbaJMdo, to tbe U.S.S.R. 

TATU ' IN FREE INDIA 
HANSA MEHTA 

0 UR ln·rdottl i' 111111 .1 \'l'.tr old. E~t·n 11ithin t hi~ 

' hort (lt'ritld India would h.1w for[\c·d f.1r aht·acl 
hut for rin·um,l.IIH r~ bn·ond rontrol. n tilt' \'l'r)' 
cl ,l\1'11 of hn fn·n lo111 lncli.t had to f.11·r prnblt'lll\ whirh 
11 tluld h.ll't' 1111111'1\ rd .tn~ ~O\l' l lllllt' llt ho11 ,.,.,.r long 
c•, t,th(i,hrd nr 't1 o11~ it 111.1\ h,l\ t' ht't'll. In 'Pitr of 
thi, .111d in 'Jlilr 11f lll.lllY othn trnuhl1·, t ' ll~intwt·d by 
intl'l't'' tt·d p.trtit·, lndi.t h.h 1-rpt hrr rhin aho\'t' watrr 
. 111d ~-:our .tllt'.tcl "ith f.1r n·arhin~ ~rhrmt·~ for tht' 
'll\ i.d .111d l't'lllltlll lit .td\',lllt'l'lll\'1\l of hl'l' propk. In 
thi, .11ti1 It-, I .1111 \'lllll'l'flll'd with ,,hat fll'C India llll'an 
It I II tiiiH'II \lll(y. 

Sin11· ti lt' ad\'t'nt of f1w dn111. 111\lltt'n h:l\1' hrnt ~iwn 
hit.:h oflitl'~ . \\'1' h.t\'t' .1 11 1\lll:tll C:ahinrt ~l inist t: r, 
.llltlll ll' r oO\ t'riiOI' .llld a third .Ill Amb.l,~ador. All 
thl' .td l lli ll i~ tl.tti~t· (lt"t~ "ill :11,,) hr opru to \\ 01111'11. 
\\'11111t'll "ill lw di~ibk for nuuitmt'IH to tht• 
polir1· fm 1 t'. 

l ' p till 1111\1 tilt' l' ni~t· l . it\' rr.,iuiut: Corp, 11,,~ only 
I Ill'. lilt fm llt.tlt• ~tudnth. l'ht·n· " ·'' no trJ i nin~ for 
" ''llll' ll ltll' ;HI\ili.ll' ,,,ll. 11 orl-. Tlw l'nion ll\t' rn-

IIH'IIl an· now planning a National Cadrt Corps. This 
~rhr 111r includes thr training of womrn for any 
l'lllt: rgrncy that lll.t)' arisr. ln the t' day · of unrrnainty 
whrn till' ecurity of thl' rountry is th n·alt'nrd from 
1·ithin and without such a traininrr i' absolutdv ::. . 
nrn·, ary :md till' univl'rsitil' will be rrndl'l inrr rrrrat 

~ ~ 

~t'l'\'in· to tlw rountry by organizing the ~at iona l Cadet 
.orp for mrn and women . 

In labour lt-gi lation too, woml'n h.11 r cored, 
many point . The ocial In urancc Bill ha been pa cd 
.111d it~ prol'i ion include maternity brnefi t o\'Cr and 
.thol't' thr other bt·nefi t which an: for both men and 
''OIIH'n. Tlw principl1· of cqual pay for t'qual work 
ha bt·t·n accepted. The Govcrnnwnt of Bomba,· have 
:~l rl'ady announrrd their intl'ntion to implrmc~ t this 
prinr ipk in their Departnwnt of Education. nti I now 
tlw .Ia~~ I .a~1d tlw Cia ~ I I Service in that D('part­
mrnt had dtfi l·n·nt rail' of pay for men and women. 
This di~tinrtion will now go. 

. But ~~~l' 1110 t far-reaching rhangl· arc in the social 
hdd. I he Hindu Code Bill, now bdorc the Indian 
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Parliament, is a progressive measure. It contemplates 
drastic changes in the social system of the Hindus. 
The system needs complete overhauling in view of the 
changing conditions. Under the present Hindu Law, 
a woman suffers from many disabilities. Firstly, her 
right to property is limited. There are two principal 
schools of Hindu Law, viz., the Dayabhaga School 
and the Mitakshara School. Neither School rc· 
cognizes woman as an heir who can inherit her 
father's property in her absolute right. The marriage 
laws are also hard on women. The intercaste marriages 
of the Praticoma variety are prohibited, i.e. a man 
belonging to a higher caste can marry a woman belong· 
ing to any caste lower than his own; but a woman 
belonging to a higher caste cannot marry a man who 
belongs to a caste lower than her own. All marriages 
are considered sacramental and the law does not 
provide for divorce. The man, however, can get over 
the difficulty by marrying again, as polygamy is permit· 
ted under the present Hindu Law. .... ,.~ 

With regard to guardianship it is the father who is 
regarded as the guardian of his children, however 
undeserving he may be to play the role. The mother 
becomes the guardian of her children only after the 
death of the father. The man, however, can deprive 
the woman of her natural right if he expresses such 
a desire before his death. 

It is the same thing with regard to adoption. A woman 
must have the consen~ of her husband before she can 
adopt a child while the man can do so. No female 
child can be adopted. Such adoption would not be 
recognized by the Law. 

The women's organizations have been agitating for a 
number of years for the removal of these disabilities. 
A Committee under the chairmanship of Sir B. N. Rau 
was appointed a few years ago to look into the matter. 
On the recommendations of the Committee, a BiU to 
revise and consolidate the Hindu Code was drafted and 
introduced in the Central Assembly. The Government 
was, however, not very serious about it with the result 

'1n'l Retrospect ... 

that nothing came of it. The Bill has now been taken 
up by the piTSt'nt Government and was discussed at 
the last session of the Indian Parliament and referred 
to a Select Committee. The Bill, though not 
entirely satisfactory, can be described as a progressive 
measure. It recognizes woman as an hdr and absolute 
owner of her father's as well as husband's property. 
The defect in the Bill is that as a daughtt•r, she receives 
only half the share her brother g<'ts in thdr fatlu·r's 
property. Whcn the new Constitution lays down the 
principle of equality irn•spt·t·tivc of st•x, the nt'W Hindu 
Qode cannot make this distiru·tion bt·twccn sons and 
daughters. One hopes that the Sdn't Committee will 
take note of this and not allow the Bill to be passed 
without a challenge. 

The Bill maintains that all intcrcastc marriagt•s arc 
valid. This will strike at the root of the caste system 
which, as it exists today, can have no justification. 
Neither can it exist in its pn..ent form without violnting 
the democratic principle of equality ns accepted in the 
new Constitution. The Bill also prohibits polygamy and 
includes provisions for divorce under certain conditions, 
both for men and women. 

The chapter on adoption is unnecessary. W c can 
have a separate Law of Adoption applicable to all 
Indians on the same lines as the British Law. Adoption 
among the Hindus is mostly for religious purposes. A 
son, it is believed, protects his ancestors from going 
to purgatory after death. If, therefore, thcre is no son, 
a son is adopted in order to save the ancestors from this 
undesirable fate. Such ideas are ridiculous in these days 
and a secular State cannot give recognition to them. 

The new Constitution aims at creating a secular 
democratic State. Tlic laws of Free India, thl'refore .• 
will have to be consistent with this objectiw. The 
adoption of the draft Constitution for that reason 
is bound to bring about a change in the present 
state of affairs. The status of woman will improve as 
a result of the change in the laws as well as in the 
outlook or the people. 
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WHAT FREE INDIA MEANS _To ME 
ARTHUR MOORE 

I
N attempting to t•xprcss in a short article what India 
means to me I have undertaken more than I can well 

do. Yet in the att<·mpt peradventure I can help myself 
to a more explicit consriousnrs.• and therewith enable 
my readers to share it with me. 

My first frrling is one of d("bt and gratitude. I owe 
India much, and within the measure of my >trcngth 
I must go on st·t·king to rrpay. 

In India, dt•spitc the confusion of the times and the 
dash of world events, and in the midst of controversies 
in which I had, as Editor of a daily paper, to engage, 
I found personal peace. Moreover,- and herein my 
cxpcricnn• is pt·rhaps peculiarly fortunate, and not 
typical of what happens to Europeans in India, -I have 
experienced a continual sense of growth instead of 
decline. 

Coming down from Pt•rsia, I first visited India in 
1912. I came again, -also fresh from Persia- in 
1922, but I did not settle in India till 1924. I was 
then well past the normal prime of life and I felt and 
showed my years. Today, though there has been no 
return to youth, I am physically stronger and mentally 
more capable of concentration without fatigue than 
twt•nty·four years ago. Although I do not come from 
a family with a tradition of •crvice in India, the East 
callt•d me in my childhood and I knew that one day I 
should live in India. When I was a small boy I wrote 
some vt•rst• for the srhool magazine of whirh I only 
n·membcr two lim·s:-

''I am tlae claatageltss ageless East, 
Nr~•er a lover laavt I rcltased." 

But for a long time I dodged my fate, and I spent 
)'<'at'S ( induding four years as a soldier and aimaan) 
in tht· Balkans, Russia and Pt•rsia. In the end I strlll·k 
root in India, as I knew all along I would. 

From the time of the Montngu·Chelmsford refonns I 
bt•t•amt• d<'<ply intt•n•st<·d in the evolution of India's 
politit·al fn•rdom. My dream was that this should 
rome about ita my lift·tim<', and that I should «'e it 
happt•n by pt•at't•ful transition, with Britain fully con­
senting. It was plain to mr that sooner or later there 

would he a war between Britain and America on the 
one side and Japan on the otht·r, (I used to write about 
this in the twenties), and I wanted to sec India a free 
Dominion before that, and ranging herself of her own 
accord with the British Commonwealth, When the 
Princes suddenly plumped for federation at the opening 
of the first Round Table Conference, and Mr. Jinnah 
gave it his blessing, I rejoiced, When constitutional 
machinery for a federation of Greater India was pro· 
vided in the Government of India Act of !935 my· 
hopes rose higher. By this time it was plain to me that 
we were heading for a war with Germany and Italy 
which might begin before the war with. Japan, and 
what influences I had I used to urge that federation 
should be achieved before war broke out. 

But my hopes were vain, The enthusiasm of the 
Princes for federation soon waxed cold; the 
Congress would not look at it, and the Moslems then 
in turn rejected it. Only too late in the day did Lord 
Linlithgow exert himself to urge federation upon the 
Princes, and faced with the fact that Hyderabad, 
Mysore, Travancore and others of the largest States had 
never at any period weakened in their opposition to 
federation or accepted representation in the Chamber 
of Princes, he dismissed the project as impracticable on 
the eve of war iri 1939. 

One success there was, when the Congress accepted 
responsibility in the sphere of provincial government in 
1937; but this was nullified by collective resignation 
soon after war broke out. Since then many of my hopes, 
if not shipwrecked, have suffered sad deferment, and 
though I rejoiced when India, with the full consent of 
Great Britain, attained her Independence on August 15, 
19+7, I could not but grieve that neither the Greater 
India of my dream nor even a federation of what had 
been British India had come to pass. 

Yet I keep my dream and do not despair. Some day 
Indians will resolve the m~ntal contradictions which 
now involve them in failun'S and frustration. The root 
question is still about non-violence, and whether you 
>re willing to defend your country and the lives and 
honour of your people with arms in your hands or not. 
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:\f:1 ny tinw' did I di' tll" thi' l)lll''liOil \\ ith (r:-tndhiji. 
:~ nd after .\u.t:u't l.t\1 lw ill'< .trill' .1 r h.tncrd 11 1.111. \ \' hen 
all hi' ,i,ion of ll indu' .tnd :\(o,ll'lll'- l'lnhr.Hin(!' onr 
;-~ nothn for jo) that tlw Brit i,h \\1'1'1' quittin(!' tunwd 
to illmion. lw ~·"' rlc.trh :1 nd ~:tid t'lnph.ttir.dk th.tt 
tlw flhim•a lw had pn·adwd h.td ht'l'l1 hut ,, fon11 of 
himw. a nwthod ol w;-~ r . and th :~t l11· no\\ under..,tond 
thr duty "'hirh a GO\nnlltt·nt "·"to ch-knd it- pt·opl,·. 

Today I \1'1' l ndi:1 full of pn~ona l pa< iflq, "ho .tro· 
public war-nt<Htgn~. Thne i' .1 11 in i'll'lll do·ll t.IIHI for 
i nten~ ifi ed ntilit :1 ry :~rti<H1 hut no ,- i ~ihh· in11·ntion of 
taking- part in it. no ra lly to the .1 1'111\' :1nd thl' .1i r fon ,. 
for tlw Ka~hmi r or HydtTa had fro nt\. Tht· <T\' i' 'i111ply 
to ~~·nd tlw :lnny. - tlw >:I Illi' :1nny. hut now di' ido·d 
and dimini~lwd by parti tion - th:1 t "'a' OIH ,. dnich-d 
and dislikl·d. Tht· idt·a nf pt'l' onal '·" rifin · ~, · , ·m 
lcH'king. H:l\'\' you got tht• St·poy. - r <l lll not spt'akin r.: 
of thl' offi cers: thl'y know rhr ir in1portann· and ran 
takl' care of thl'm ch-I's. - han· you ~ot thl' ~l'poy. 

whom you t·xprr t to die for you ;1 :1 m:lttt·r of rou r" ·· 
in your mind :1 nd !wart ? Art' thl' I nclian ladil'' "ho lc:td 
socirty. knitt ing- \\ Oolly m mfortrr' to ht'I' )J hint front 
fro. tbitc in Kashmir? .\ rl' you runntng- c:l nt t'\'lb with 

0111 

... 
·®· .,. 

S.trd.~r 1\. J\1. PASfJ\. 
1\/IR. Amb.trud•.r tn 

/•ill./. 

Str 8 RA,II A 
A mb.JII.uf,, , t•• 
l '. A 
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' olunll'l' r workl'r' w ,.,,,,. h i~ hontt·~ icknt's~. :tnd t0 givt· 
hi111 IH't '"'t't'l 11'.1 :1nd rofl'n· and lw lp hin1 throtrg-h 
'"'.11'\ hour, ; II' \llll .m·. "h~· an· y011 kn·ping- it '0 

quil't .' I n·.1d 1111 \\Prd ol it in thl' P·'P~'~ . 

Sn tllt'n. lt')nit in t: ·'' I dn 11 11 tJti, fir t :t lllli\'1'1',:11)' of 
lndi.,\ lndt·pt·nclcntT. Ill\ pr.ll't'l' i' th.1t Indian' 111.1\ 
",,k, ttl tltt· dr,i11· w clcknd t' \1' 11 '' itl1 tlwi r liH·, thl' 
Ill'\\ It o o·dPIII tlt.ll C:tld h,l, i,!i\1 ' 11 tl tt'lll. (;:111rfhiji 

"ould '""' ' lt.l(l \Oll ddl'nd \IIlii ltt'.trt h' on t·itlwr ~ idt· 

ol ti ll' hnrdn . . tnd lw 1 it:hth '·' " th .tt h.td l'unj.thi ' dntw 
' 0 tho· ki lling \\ntdd 'POll lt.l\1 ' ' t••pJ wd .111d tilt' horror' ol 
l.t\1 .\ llt l\11111 \WII)d IIIII h,llt ' h.IJl)lt 'IH'cJ. i.l' t IIPl Jndi.1\ 

gt'Pt,:J.tphit .d , i, ,· .111d lll.llt'l'i.d " '"''" ' ,., intn\it .Ill' lwr 
I hi)cJJt 'll \\itlt ,\ \1 '11'1' Ill )lll\\1' 1'. )11';1\t' lllt' ll \\h(l ,\l't ' 
\\ illing to t,:i\'t ' tho·ir li, ,·, h;l\t' lwlpn· "'"' ddt•;ttt·d 
th(N' \\ltO , Ill ' 1\Pl \\i liilll.!; 10 L:l\1 ' tl lt' il' .1 11<1 lt ' k 
on otiH' r~. or nn t'I'PIItllllll \\'t' ,IJ>OII' to "in tho 'lll :t 

blood J, .,, ":1 r. 

.\ nni\l' l'·'rir'. li ko · :\t'\\ y ,.,,l. .lit ' .111 Ol\',1\1011 lt~r 

lit' \\ l t ''t~lutio lh. \\' h ~ 11111 .til of " ' dnt~ll' Augu't I "1. 
to ' trr ngtlwni111.: nur 1nokt· to dn 111nrt· for tilt' 

lndi.1 '"' IO\c ~ 

/)r \ ) ' ( /) 1/()!J!J , I/.\ 
Amb.1 uJ, t•• l:x ,j•t .m<J 
Jll ll/1 1/t r / •1 '/ r./1/ t,..f,/1 . • 

!lr1 I 1-. 1\U/!J // ,\A 1\l/ \(),\ , 
lltxh ( ,111111/rt l ••ll• r t•1 tht I ' 1\ . 

Arhr l NA{ifN 8HAIIAC•1AUA 
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Eo C TJ()N 
K. G. SAIYIDAIN 

E 
l>LIC1\ 110~ I' ,1 pl.111l of \loll gHlll lh . It h,1\ to 
tr.lill lwlll'l lllln .llld 1\01111'11 oll1d ( 11'0111 through 

tfll'lll, 01 hrlll 'l \!tllolf Olt!J I. ft\ J't'\ Uft\ ( ,llllllll, th1 11'f11 Jt . 
)It' \ 1'1'111 1\ltflln ,1 11 '1\ 1110nlh\ 01 ,1 f1'11 \I ,II \ ,1\ IIIII 

r.1n \1'1' tlw llllfHlll l of .1 f.ttton . 

Ag.till . lmli. tl1 l'<hu .ttinn h,1, h1·1·n 1 ,tutrl1t in ,, ' !l li'O· 
tvpt d .111d ,1,1111 ll.Jdition fm m1 1 .1 hund11'd \l ',tr\ 
It\ .tilt I\ .111d Phjn till'· it\ 1111 thod' ami lt'fhlliqur, ih 
l llllit ul.l .1nd tOIII ' "' .llld ih cuq.111i1.11lOI1 h,l\1' hrrn 
dlllllill,l lt'cJ h1 JHII fl0\1' \ 1\ hit h \I I I I ' lll'illll'l Cfl Jl,llllit 
11or Jl'i,Jtrd In !1 11 d1'1rlnpinq \ Ill in·l'l ono111it ' itu.11io11 
.t nd tht· 1 h .tll~in•: id1'Ping1 of tl11· 111\lllll l . r\ow. it i, 
'i tnplv illl)ll'"ihl1· in ,1 \1'.11' 111 Ill !I tn n·plat I ' or 

I \I 'll llllldil\ \lllhl.ltlli,tffl thi\ ofd \1\li'Jll, 1110\l'd ,1\ it i\ 
in inn11.1 ll11 Jllllll'" of tltOll\l1llltion .1nd dtanq1· 
11111\ l Jl.I IIJI ,dh h1 \)lll 'old 0\ " f' 11 1,1111 \1',11 \, 

\ rl .111ntl u 1 l. 11 1111 h." to 1)1' 1.1~r11 into t omidt·r.1 tion 
in 111dr1 111 pul !111 ' itu.llinn i111o it' pwprr )11'1'\fll't ti1 r . 
llw di1 1' 11111 nl th1 IIIII ni i 1 11 ith it-. ttlll\l'l)lli'IH I' of 

1111111111111.d ol l! ll'' 1.11111 ·""~"' .111d d1,< 11 dr1 inlt'llllJllrd 
.tf) Jli OL'll " ff 11 (;11\t'lllllll'nl in ih ,111\il'll Ill rt ''-l'ltfl 
tlw IIJll lll llt d 11111111 111' h.td to ,Ju·l"· r11.1111 '' lw11H, nl 

n.1tinn,d 111 ''"' llllllltlll 

In ' Jlilr nl .dl !111 " ' lllllll id.thh h.111dit ·'I'' J>-lrho­
lu~it .11. hl, lnr .~od .II HI pnlitit .d 1hr11· i' .111 unckm.1hk 

f1 lll ll'nt in ~ ·dut'atinna l thought .111d a n1·11 1 1'1nn of 

~·chu ,ttion i' brqinninl: to .tpprar in tlw pnlu' .md 
,11ti1 itin of l'du<.llioni'h ,,, 11rll a' ,\dmini,ll .tlllr'. In 
tlw hr\t pi.H r. tlwrr i' 11011 a lull and fran~ rn o~ni tiC'n 
f tlw f.111 that thr , 1 hrmr of B,1,i1 :\.t tion.d FeitH at ion 

'"" 1 o11w to ' 1<11' 11 ith it' in, i<.t;u1n· on a mininnnn of 
\1'1 1·n ' ' .tr~ of frl't '. 1 ompul,ory cdtll':ttinn. in tlw 111othrr 
toll'~Ut and 1 I'Jllr in~ round \Oll1l' form ol nail II'Ork. 
It i' not rl'~:t rdl'd now :t\ a pt 1'\0nal f.1d of ~L1h .11 111 :tji 
and .1 ft-11 ,·durationi,h. and thr futurr lorm of ma 
rdut ation in thr <OUJ\tf'l' ll'ill hr ba,rd on it. During 
tlw opn.llinn of , t•r tinn 91 1'\Til in prol'inn·' 11 lwrr 
i111.1' nominalh· 11·orkin~. it \ I'll\ hnndirappt·d lw officia l 
nq,:lt-1 t .1nd indifkn·nrr. No11 . T'rovirH ial Gol'l'rnmrnts 

h.11 r t~ ·affi1nll'd thrir a lle~ianrr to till' '' lwmr and in 
manv prm·irH't''I- Bomhay. Bihar. L. P .. ~ !:tdra'. rtt .. -
'ompui'Ol) Education :\ t 1' hall· atlllalh- brrn pa rd 

.1nd arr hr in11; implrnwntcd. 1 n . omr pro\'inrrs. at­
~t ·n l ion i. !win~ dr1·ot<·d to thr prohlrrm involl'l'd in 
wn11 11ing ordinan· prirn.111 t hoof, into Ba~i< 
:-., hnnf, :\ ft-11 month' .1go happcnrd 10 
p.u·tit ip.tll' 111 thl' :\ 11- lndi.t Ba'i' Edur.llion Con­
f, · ~tlllt ' lll'ld .11 Bikr.11n Bih,tr ) undt•r tlw di\linr:u i~hrd 
pn·, idt lll'hip of Dr. Zakir Hu sa in. I 11 ·'' impll'O..\I'd 
onh 11ith thr JWII " '"" of Hnlit \ th.t t prrmratrd till' 
prorrrdin~' of ti ll' Confnrnr,· but aJ..o ll'i th thr popul.1r 
.q>pr.ll th .1 t it n1.1dr to tl11· 1 ill.t!!;t'"- of thr \1 holt- rrg-ion. 

l'.w,ht J 111 zl•.u f. t, \ t J,,,, .z./,/t, trill ~ tl t 1 ·mltmiiJ W JI0/1 of 11> C 1 1 1 
Nc'll /)1 " " Oil J.uuw I I ; , 1941\. • 0 11 hlf It• I 11 the H ''bl \tf I en r.t At r !ror) Bo.ml oj Edllr.t/J0/1 beld at 
7 /•1 llon'Mt rJm.tiJ R.,,l 11/IJ,ut l l lllll l 1\,

1111
, 

1
\fmicter fo~· 1 

He l;l '11~ '111
'
1 

A bill l\1.zl.tm , (:.:d. t\lmJJitl' for Edtl(.t/ion. e.t ~. II .!WI r,rnrtt to the l'lght of tin· Prime J\lmirter. 



There was a growing recogmllOn of the intimate 
relationship of education to everyday life. 

Under the leadership of Maulana Azad, the Education 
Ministry and the Central Advisory Board of Education 
have been considering the various aspects of education 
and, if the speed at which the various committees have 
been producing their reports and recommendations is 
continued in their execution, education will really move 
forward at last. 

At the Conference of Education Ministers and other 
educationists which met at Delhi last January many 
important problems connected with different stages of 
education were discussed and useful decisions taken. 
An· important result of the Conference was the forging 
of a closer co-ordination of policy, between the Centre 
and the Provinces and a joint determination to cut 
short the undoubted and prolonged time-lag between 
planning and execution, 

Since then a Sub-Committee of the Advisory Board 
has produced a quick Report on Adult Educa­
tion which sets out to give a new orientation to work in 
this field, so that the education of adults may go beyond 
the confines of mere literacy into the domain of dynamic 
social education aiming at the enrichment of the life 
of the people in all directions. It is to press into its 
service teachers, students, voluntary workers, officials 
and within five years it is to effect a major breach in 
the nation's ignorance, illiteracy and lack of civic 
understanding. In some provinces, noticeably in the 
C.P., work on these lines has already begun and 
the Education Minister in the Central Government 
recently stressed its importance and urgency in a com­
prehensive statement of policy on the subject. 

Another Committee has reported on the problems of 
Secondary Education and recommended that there 
should be a certain general f ramcwork of Secondary 
Education for the whole country into which provincial 
schemes may be fitted. It has recommended 12 yean 
as the total period of pre-University education (in­
cluding both Basic and Secondary Education) 
endorsed the establishment of different types of Second­
ary Schools, suggested the holding of only one publir 
examination at the end of the course. They expressed 
the view that English should not be taught at the ·, 
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Junior Basic stage at all and later, when it has ceased 
to be the medium of instruction at th~ Universities, it 
need not be taught at the Senior Basic (or lower 
Secondary) stage dthcr. It has also defined the place 
of the federal language in education. If the Provinc~s 
agree to the general outlines of the Committee's scheme 
-and it is likdy that they will do so because they 
were all represented on it-Secondary Education will 
be spared the danger of running along entirdy difft•n.•nt 
lines in different provinces. 

The formation of a National Cultural Commission 
that will cooperate with UNESCO was an important 
event. 

Among the other important questions wnsidered in 
recent months were trrhniral terms at the University 
and Secondary Stage, the place of English and of thr 
regional languages in higher education, finance, and the 
education of the refugees. It is true that, in mmt 
cases, they arc at the deliberative stage but that is, to 
some extent, unavoidable because education is a pro· 
vincial subject and the Centre exercises mainly an 
advisory and coordinating function. It ran, howewr, 
share educational policy through Conferences and 
technical guidance and it ran quicken thr tt•mpo of 
educational reconstruction through ~enrrous finanr· 
ial aid. 

This is only a brief review of a momrntous yrar in 
retrospect and not the occasion to look into the future. 
But among the many things whirh ran be seen, the 
most important is the problem of social and rivk 
education. The change from politiral subjection to 
freedom is, in any cas<', beset with problems and 
difficulties which demand an intelkrtual and moral 
reorientation. But when it is attended by communal 
frenzy and bitterness of surh magnitude as W<' have 
seen and it involv<·s the tragedy of millions of r..C ug<Ts, 
whose sufferings have rmbitt<•r<•d them, the task of 
education and re-education becomes a moral and 
political challenge. It was this challrngr-the challenge 
to build a more cooperative, more pracdul, mor<• 
tolerant, more sensitive concept of citizcnshiJY~·that 

Gandhi ji strugglrd to meet in his last grrat epic of 
suffering and sacrifice and it is thr s;urcd duty of those 
on whose shouldrn his mantle has fallen to carry on 
this great work of soda! and moral rr-rdu"ation. 
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FO OD 
B. R. SEN 

0 
F tlw ir np111 t.tllt dl'\t 'lnp1111 '1lt' in tlr ·· ' plwn . 11f 
food ,tdrllilli, tr.ttinll ,111d at:ritultur .tl prodllt 11111l 

, jlljl' ,\ U~II\1. lljl 7. tho \1101110\1 illljl!lll.lll l .11"1 1111· 
douhtt·dh tlu ill ,ll l~lll.ttioll of .1 pnli1 1 nl lll llC:II'"ill' 
dl'l o11 trol ol pri• ,., .r11d r.rti01wd di, trihutinll nl lood­
gr.rill' ,rlld tilt' 111Hkl't.1kir11.,: Ill tilt' Co·utl. tl ( ;o, t'l'll ll \1 '111 
ol l.11 g•· l.111d ll 'tl.llll.llion pro1•·• ' ' ill dilh-11'111 p.ll'h nl 
llldia 11 1th 111'.111 tr.t• tor ' .111d pl1111 1.!lr,. 

llw , , , , .. 111 ' " pr i1, , 1111trnl .tud 1.1tinrlt'd di\lrihutioll 
nl fo••dc:r:1i 11' lwg.111 .11 dw tillll' 11! tlw lknc;.tl 
F:u11i11t' ur Itt 1'\ llw 111.111l It-a tun·, ol tlw 

"'"'Il l .I ll' '" ·llkno11 11 . ll11 Prm i111 "' .111d St.lt•· 
(;lll'l' I'IIIIH'IIh \1 Ill !I'd tilt' 111,1 '\ illllll ll Jl0'~ihfr \llp!Jfir' 
fro111 11 it !t in tltr 1 otllltl'l Ill ~ · Lih01.1t1' prot ur..-nwnt 
,rfl!'llll ''· 1.111~i r H,: fro11r f11 ·1· pun h,l\1 '' i11 tl11· oprn 
111.11 ko·t to 1 onqntl'''rl In ir,. l'lw C•·ntn took thr 
" '' flOII' ihilitl for di,ll ihnti11c, 11lt,1tl 'l 1'1' " ·" ,1\'olil:thl•· 
111 1111 ir11por h .111d lnt .rl 11''0111'1 I'' to tlw dl'i11 it l'rm im r~ 
.llld St.1t1'' ill .11 1 nr d.1111' 11 ith .1 ll.1'i' Pl.111 h,l,rd on 
d1 ·tl.111 'd \Ill pfu,,., .111d d1·l11 it' 1 .rlnrl.1t1'd on .1 10111111011 
lnrn111l.1 !11 .\ uc:u't. 1!11 7. th1 t'lltin loodt: r.l ilh tr.lck 
of th1· tlllll llll fl·l" t'd thrnuc:lt (;mn 111111'111 h:rnd' at 
' 01111' ' l.ll.!t' or otlll' r : i1npnrh. 11 hitl1 llt'lt' .1 Ctllt'l'llnu·nt 
lliCliiOf>oll'. h:HI i111 n·.l,l'd to 21 ~ 111illion tnlh . . 111d 11R 
rnillion fli'Ofllt· " ' '" ' r.l tinrlt'd 

1 hi ' ,1, u·111 of food :rd rnini '>tration i111 okrd t!H' 
npn ,1tion of .1 1n11nhl'r of rontrol~ nil prir•·'· 1110\'l'lll.rnt 
.r11d tr:rck . Statutor\' maxi111UIIl prorurl'l rH·nt pncrs 
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hoarding, blackmarketing and corruption and were not 
altogether an unmixed blessing. With the installation 
of popular ministries in the provinces in 1946, this 
dissatisfaction found increasing expression and tended 
to undermine the entire food administration based on 
controls. Internal procurement became increasingly 
difficult and the only remedy was an increase in 
imports. In 1945-46 and 1946-47, we had to spend 
about Rs. 80 crores and Rs. 100 crores in foreign ex• 
change against our total earning of Rs. 270 crores and 
Rs. 300 crores respectively. This affected our capacity 
to purchase capital goods sorely needed for our post-war 
development plans. The rapid increase in the 
price of foodgrains from abroad accentuated the 
weakness of out· position. Then came the partition of 
the country, which left 80% of the production of jute 
and 40% of the production of cotton in Pakistan and 
l~d to a demand for the expansion of jute and cotton 
production in the Indian Union, involving a reversal 
of the war-time policy of diverting acreage from com­
merciai crops to foodgrains. 

The Foodgrains Policy Committee was appointed by 
the Central Government early in September, 1947, to 
consider these problems. Its main recommendation 
was that the Government commitments under rationing 
and controlled distribution should be reduced. The 
recommendation was accepted by the Central Govern­
ment in consultation with the Provincial Governments, 
and a policy of progressive decontrol was put into effect 
from the end of December, 1947. 

The new policy had to be implemented mainly by 
the Provincial Governments, since procurement and 
rationing were their responsibilities. The extent to 
which they have relaxed controls has been conditioned 
by their supply position. In the surplus and slightly 
deficit Provinces such as East Punjab, C.P., Orissa 
and Assam, price control and the restrictions on 
internal movement of foodgrains have mostly been 
removed and monopoly procurement has also been 
given up. The U.P. also took similar steps but the 
Provincial Government have announced recently that 
rationing will be reintroduced in Kanpur, Agra, 
Banaras, Lucknow and Allahabad and will cover all 
persons with incomes of less than Rs. )00 per month. 
The heavily deficit provinces-at least some of them­
have proceeded even more cautiously. West Bengal has 
retained price control and monopoly procurement as 
before. In Bombay, rationing has been retained in the 
four cities of Bombay, Ahmedabad, Poona and Sholapur 
but price control and monopoly procurement have been 

1ril Retrospeclll 

discarded. In Madras, the rationed population has 
been reduced from about 42 millions in 194 7 to about 
8 millions. 

The decontrol policy has now been in operation for 
only a little over six months. It is, therefore, too early 
yet to draw conclusions. Certain trends are, however, 
noticeable. In the surplus provinces of C.P. and Orissa, 
prices have come down after an initial upward spurt 
immediately following decontrol, but in Assam, rice 
prices showed some increase in January, 1948, which 
has since been maintained. Procurement is satisfactory 
in C.P. and Orissa. In the heavily deficit an'as con· 
sumers are facing acute difficulties. The short fall in 
the harvest of rice and millet in Madras this year, 
though not so large as originally anticipated, has aggra· 
vated the difficult position. Priers in Bombay and 
Madras have been showing a steadily upward tendency 
and the Provincial Governments have had to open 
relief shops- which is only another form of rationing 
-to ensure minimum supplies against ration !'ards. 

The difficulties of the Government have to some ex• 
tent been mitigated by the improved position in regard 
to imports, through an improvement in imports, which 
consume our foreign exchange resources, cannot be 
regarded as a satisfactory solution. An Agreement was 
concluded with Australia in December, 194 7, by which 
the latter undertook to supply 25 million bushels 
( 6, 70,000 tons) of wheat in 1948 at a price of ISs. 6d. 
per bushel (Rs. 367-8-0 per ton). The production of 
rice in Burma is steadily increasing and expected to be 
back at the pre-war level within the next two or three 
years. Arrivals of foodgrains from abroad this year 
have been satisfactory, and totalled 1.5 million up to 
the end of May, 1948. The world prices of foodgrains, 
however, still continue high and the hopes raised by 
the International Wheat Agreement in Mar(•h this year 
remained unfulfilled when the U.S. Congress failed 
to ratify the Agreement before it went into recess in 
June. 

The inauguration of land reclamation by heavy 
tractors at the end of last year has attracted much public 
attention. Cultivation by tractors is not quite unknown 
in this country. For the last 25 years tractof'l have 
been imported into this country by individual cultivators 
possessing comparatively large holdings. Till last year 
the total number of tractors in the country was estimated 
to be about 3,500 in all. At the end of last year the 
Central Government took over some 200 heavy tractors 
and bulldozers from the United States Army equip­
ment. These machines have been reconditioned in a 
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workshop at Pusa and for".thc- Tall! 9 months have 
bccn·tJ<cd for Jand•rcclamation work mostly in U.P. and 
C.P. Some 45,000 acres of Jimd were reclaim~d . by 
them last season but they are capable of rcclatmmg 
some l,80,000.acres per annum. ·· 

The Foodgrains Policy Committee have recommen~cd 
a target of 10 million tons for increased food production 
to be reached in as short a period as possible to meet 
the requiremcnll! of the increasing population.- Of !Pese 
10 million tons, they expect 4 million 'tons to be 
secured as the result of the completion of the various 
multi-purpose ilrigation and efectridty projects,· another 
3 million tons under ihe present Grow More Food 
campaign and the balance of 3 million tons from new 
lands to be reclaimed by Government. · 

Although no proper surveys have so far been under­
taken to estimate the e:dent of cultivable wasteland it is 
known that there are large tracts of jungle in 
certain States and Provinces which could be cleared 
and brought under cultivation. Some of these States, 
e.g., the Eastern States, have now been merged and 
are part of the provinces of the Indian Union. Similarly, 
a good deal of land which has been infested by the 
weed known as 'Kans' in Central India and the Bundel­
khand area and 'Hariali' in Bombay and Madras, which 
arc now dthcr lying waste or yielding one-fourth to 
on~-sixth of the normal output, could be made fit 
again for cultivation after deep ploughing by heavy 
tractors. 

The report of the Foodgrains Policy Committee is 
bdng examined by the Government of India in detail, 
but in view of tlic difficulties and the time required 
to obtain the necessary machinery and other equip­
ment it may not be possible to reclaim more than 6 
million acres in the next five to six years. Preliminary 
survey work cannot be carried out at more than 2 
million acres per annum. This in itself will limit the 
sp<'<'d with whkh land reclamation can be under­
tak<•n. And if the country accepts the target of reclaim­
ing 6 million acrt·s it will be necessary to 
purt·hasr an additional 1,000 machines. In the present 
state of world production and demand, we cannot 

expect more than 300 machines at the end of the first 
eighteen months and thereafter 300 machines every 
year. These machines will require an equal number of 
heavy reclamation ploughs and an adequate number ~f 
scrub clearing and drainage equipment sets. It ts 
possible to manufacture heavy reclamat~on ploughs in 
India but certain component parts wtll have to be 
imported. 

While there arc undoubtedly great possibilities for 
tractors in agricultural operations, both in the reclama· 
tion of lands from jungle or weed- the weed infested 
lands must be treated to deep ploughing every 5 or 6 
years- and in normal cultivation where bullocks are 
not available in sufficient numbers, the important fact 
must be recognized that tractors cannot replace bullor ks 
in this country. There are certain basic factors which 
must limit the extension of tractor cultivation in India. 

· The minimum area of land on which a 25 to 30 H.P. 
tractor can be economically used is 1j0 to 200 acres. 
The rotation of crops must be of an intensive nature 
so as to ensure employment of the tractor for at least 
1800 hours in a year. This means that the land must 
be fully irrigated and must grow more than one crop. 
Thus the large areas in India which .do not have an 
;tdequate supply of rainfall and arc not irrigated will 
have to be left out. Also rice cultivation, as practised 
in India, does not lend itself to mechanical cultivation 
and rice acreage constitutes about 35 per cent of the 
total acreage under. foodgrains. Apart from all these 
considerations, we cannot overlook the fact that 
mechanical cultivation is I:lased on diesel oil supply, the 
indigenous production of which is extremely limited 
and will not be able to keep pace with the increasing 
demand. We cannot make our basic industry - which 
is agriculture- dependent on supply of fuel oil from 
abroad. Bullocks must, therefore, continue to be the 
main source of power for cultivation in India for all 
time unless there is an economic revolution in the 
country such as occurred in the U.S.S.R., which is 
unlikely within a measurable distanre of time. How­
ever the reclamation of 6 million acres of land over the 
next 6 years, if we can achieve it, will in itself be a 
great advance. The steps already taken in this direction 
are significant when we look at the past year. 
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REHABILITATION 
S. K. KIRPALANI AND AFTAB RAI 

THE word rehabilitation gained currency in India 
comparatively recently and the idea was associated 

largely with the resettlement of demobilized military 
personnel. Outside India rehabilitation was an 
important branch of activity in the United Nations 
Relief and Rehabilitation Administration of which India 
was a Member. The rehabilitation of persons displaced 
in Europe as a consequence of World War II has not 
made much headway and it is reported that until 
now some 200,000 displaced persons are going to be 
admitted into the United States of America by the 
allotment of a special immigration quota. 

The exchange of populations has been a comparatively 
f!lre.phenomenon in modem history. After World War 
I, about a million persons were exchanged between 
Greece and Turkey. Before World War II broke out 
a large number of people were displaced in Czecho­
slovakia through Gennan pressure. The migration of 
people caused by the partition of India has been an 
operation of unprecedented magnitude. Unfortunately 
the mass exchange of population between the two parts 
of the old Province of the Punjab and certain other areas 
of both Pakistan and India has been a process accom• 
panied with murder, arson and plunder on a consider­
able scale. There was no choice for hundreds of 
thousands of people but to forsake their homes and 
property and to flee for their lives .. Hindus and Sikhs 
residing in Pakistan have crossed over to the Indian 
Union by the million and similarly, millions have gone 
over to Pakistan. Therefore, the word rehabilitation 
today has a very special significance and a compelling 
urgency because India cannot afford to allow millions of 
her uprooted nationals to remain without proper shelter 
and gainful productive employment. Apart from the 
Punjab, other displaced nationals have come in in 
substantial numbers from the N.W.F.P., Baluchistan, 
Bahawalpur and Sind. 

Well-nigh six million displaced persons may be 
equated to a million families. Each of these families 
had a home in Pakistan, a palace, a bungalow 
or a humble hut. Each family had one or more bread­
winners. Therefore, reduced to statistics, India's task 
of rehabilitation means finding one million homes and 
gainful occupation for a million and a quarter. 
The houses abandoned by Muslim evacuees and the 

occupations deserted by them offer shelter and employ­
ment to but a fraction of our own refugees. An im· 
portant factor that should be appreciated is that the 
composition of the population that has gone from and 
the population that has come into the Indian Union is 
different so far as occupations are concerned. This fact 
further complicates the task of rehabilitation. It is, 
however, clear that the task is colossal in scale and 
complex in character. Much has been done, but much 
more remains to be done. 

About two million people displaced from Pakistan 
have been settled on land left by Muslim evacuees. 
This settlement is of a temporary character and it will 
be long before a pennanent stttlement with clear titles 
for settlers can he effected. Likewise, a very large 
number of persons, probably a million or more, have 
gone into the big towns of East Punjab, Western U.P., 
Delhi Province and elsewhere and are subsisting on one 
occupation or another. It is, however, not improbable 
that many of these arc only partially employed. 
On a conservative estimate, about two million persons, 
of whom about a million are still in refugee camps, 
remain to be resettled and rehabilitated. Most of these 
persons whether they live in rural or urban areas have 
been accustomed to occupations of an urban character. 
Thus, two million refugees fonn the hard core needing 
rehabilitation. 

Hitherto the economy of India has been predomin­
antly agricultural. About 85~1> of the population sub­
sisted directly or indirectly on agriculture. The mass 
movement of population affords an opportunity to 
redress the unbalanced economy of India. Our refugees, 
far from being a liability, are a potential asset of very 
great value. The process of resettling them may take five 
years or more but it is important that we proceed on a 
well-considered programme so that rehabilitation may 
fonn part of the much larger process of the industrial, 
social and cultural development of our country. Today, 
India is independent politically and this fact gives us 
the power to order rehabilitation in such a manner as 
to expand and strengthen the economy of the country 
substantially. 

Thus we cannot think merely in terms of the rehabili­
tation of the refugees. We must at the same time proceed 
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LABOUR 
S. C. J 0 S HI 

SINCE August 15, 1947, the day of our Freedom, a 
year has rolled by and as we look back, we feel 

overawed by the magnitude of the problems we had 
to fare. Fortunately by now we have turned the corner 
and can look forward to steady progress. 

PLIGHT OF LABOUR 

The dawn of freedom gave Indian Labour a new 
hope in its none too happy a plight. The stress of 
the long years of war has brought fatigue. The 
scarcity of consumer goods- even food and clothing­
was reflected in the halfclad underfed workers. The 
rudimentary provision of education and public health 
facilities called for enormous expansion. The lag 
between the contraction of war work and the switch­
over to peace-time production rendered surplus several 
workers, who could hardly be absorbed in other 
occupations. The rising cost of living reduced 
the real income of people in employment and made 
more untenable the position of those displaced 
from work. 

In the circum~tances, it was not unnatural if the 
workers confidentlv turned to the National Government 
for full employme~t, fair wages and reasonable working 
conditions. 

IMPORTANCE OF INDUSTRIAL TRUCE 

The problem essentially was how to meet the general 
scarcity. Fundamentally this could be met by increased 

·production. This, in turn, depended upon the full 
utilization of all the resources of the nation. In this 
plan industrial peace is of supreme importance. 

New ground was broken, in this connection, by the 
passing of an important Resolution on Industrial Truce 
for a period of three years, at the Industries Con­
ference held in December, 1947. Among other things 
the Resolution states: 

" ...... The system of remuneration to capital 
as well as labour must be so" ilevised that, while 
in the interest of the consumers and the primary 
producers, excessive profits should be prevented 
by suitable methods of taxation and otherwi.re, 
both will share the product of their common 

effort, afta making provision for payment of {wir 
wages to labour, a fair rctum 011 capital employed 
;,. the i11dustry a11d reasonable reserves for the 
maintenance and n:pansiotl of the undertaking.". 

This resolution, though it was initially passed by the 
members of the employers' and workers' organizations 
in their indivic!ual capacity, has since been welcomed 
and ratified by the organizations of the employers and 
workers, with the exception of the All-India Trade 
Union Congress. 

In their statement on Industrial Policy dated the 6th 
April 19-1:8, the Government of India have accepted 
the Industrial Truce Resolution. They also consider 
that labour's share of profits should be on a sliding 
scale normally varying with production. In addition 
to the over-all regulation of industry by the State, they 
propose to establish machinery to advise on fair 
wages, fair rcmu?erat~n for capital and co.nditions of 
labour. They will abi.> take steps to associate labour 
with all matters concerning industrial production. 

In the Government Resolution of April 6, 1948, the 
r~~pectivc spheres of the state and private enterprise in 
the industry arc indicated and the need for ensuring 
full cooperation between labour and management and 
the maintenance of stable and friendly relations between 
them arc emphasized. 

In this way a solid foundation has been laid. The 
implementation of the details will go a long way to 
ameliorate the living and working conditions not only 
of the industrial labour but also of the masses of the 
country. What is needed is goodwill and sincere co­
operation on the part of all concerned. 

In pursuance of this decision, an Expert Committee 
has been appointed to advise the Government on the 
principles to be followed for the dctennination 
of labour's share of the surplus profits, calculated on a 
sliding scale, normally varying with production after 
provision has been. made for fair wages to Labour, fair 
return on capital employed in the industry and 
reasonable for the maintenance and existence of the 
undertaking. The promotion of Works and Production 
Committees is being speeded up. It is also hoped that 
the other machinery mentioned in the Government 
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Ht·,olutitlll ~~ill \ OfJ/1 hi' st·t up :tnd s t.~rt functioning. 

ENFORCEMENT OF LABOUR LEGISLATION 

'lt'w J11cf11, tri.d l)j,putt'\ t\rt , 1917, pr01idrd ..r.tnding 

11 w1 llirH'ry for tlw c onrili.ttion .111d a.djudit .11io~ of 
iudu\trial di,putt'\, 'I Ill' lndu, trial Rt·l.t llom ~larhtnny 
of tlw Govrrnnwnt of India hr lpl'd to hrin~ ,thout 
:unir. thlc \C' ttlt·ulrnt\ in .1 l.1rf.\l' n11111l)(' r of indu,trial di'­
putt·' in ~~tim·'· port\, r . 1ih1:t )~ .md othrr < r: tl .d 
undrrt.tk i ng~. 'l'hl' Pro\'int i.tl rm11 hinnir-; funt tit IH'd 
in hringi11g ahn11t arnit .1hk \r ttlr uwnt of indu, tri.tl 
di~pult'\ within tlu·ir n·,prrti\'l' juri,ditti(lft\. 

Tlw prim ip.d drruand' of tlw lltllktr' 111 11· for 
iru 11',1\t' in wagt'\, n·<ognition of union,, intrrim rrlic·f, 
h()IIU\, \toppagt· of retrnH huwnt . liht·l.tlit;ltion of ~rn it c· 
rondit iom, t'll'. 

'l'hl· Indian 'l'r.tdr L' nion' (AnlrrH.luwnt ) At t. 1917. 
providrd for t o1npul,ory n·t·o~nition of tradt· union' 
wlu·n rnt.tin tOndition., llt'rr fulfillrd, .1nd dtTI.In·d 
u·rt.1in pr;u titr' ,,, unf.t ir pr.Htitt'' on tht· p.11t of 
t'lnployrn. and rnoAnilrd tr:tclr union,, Thr undrr-
1 •ing objn t 11 ," to hrim~ ti ll' partir\ doo,rr .t nd to 
di'lt ouragt· ~trikr' and lot 1-.mll-.. 

Coal ~f inr' L.thour \\'c·liarr Fund A< l. 194 7. anJ 1hr 
prot l'l'd~ ol ·' It '~ of 'i' anna-. pn ton \\t·rr utilii't 'd 
for arran~in~ .tnd .tidin~ fat ilitit·, for ho pitaliza lion. 
pi1head haths. rn·dH'~. 1 .lnlt't'll'o. hou ing <lnd water 

~uppk. 

Ru b undn tlw ~li t.t ~ l inr' Labour \\'rlfa rt· fu nd 
,\ t 1, 1916. 11 t·n· nt.ldt· in 19 1 i .1nd thr prorl'ed · of a 
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1 , In\' on till' 1.dur of mit.l 1'\portl'd out, idr lndi.t 

llt·n· t rrdi1rd II> thr Fund for purptN'~ simila r to thmc· 
of tlw Co.tl ~l int·, L.1hour \\'r lfarr Fund. 

Grratrr allrntion \l':t~ :d'o p.tid to thr rnforrnnrnt of 
tht· lntlu,tri.d E111plo) llll'nl ( ' t.tndin~ rdrr, ) .\r t. 
I 1H6, 11lu·n·h · tlw l.lrgrr undnt.tl..inR" 11 rn· n·quirt·d to 
fi.IIIH' .111d .tbidt h)· ddinitl' t:tnding- Ordrr, ~0\ rrnin~ 
t lw 1 ondi 1 im" of t'll 1 ploynwn t of t lwi r 11 orl..a,. 

\\' itlt .1 'i··v. to r.ti,in~ thr nutrilion.d 'ot .1ndards of 
tht· indu,lri.tl 11orl..n,. tlw Gm crnllwnt of India han· 
m.tdt· it obli~.11nr) on the part of thr t ·rnploycr~ 

to prm idr ackquatt· t.l nlt't'l1 f:lrili1ir~ in fartori1'\ when· 
m n 2:>0 11 orl..n, .trr ordin.1ri ly t'mployl'd. A 1)1'ria I 
Oflit 1'1' h,l\ ,tl,o hn n appoint1·d to in, ptTt ranta·t'll' .1 nd 
to ;1ch i"· thr Crntral G01nnmt·nt undntaking, throu~h­
out tlw lndi.1n L'nion. ll i srn in·s .1rr al~o 111adc :11ail­
.thlc- nn rrqtH'\t to all Provinri.tl and ta te GowrnnH·nl\ 
for 'rllin~ up .tnd organii'inj:! <.ln lrnh. Though 1hr t:t'k 
of t n·ation .wd maintcnanrr of ronditiom condurivr to 
\labh- r:tntt·t·n lltO\'I'lllt'nl in India is not ra ~. ,.,ptTially 
ll'lwn 'ra rr itv of food artirlt·' t ombirwd 11 ith control~. 

rationing etc., i L'l'l' rr. then· i' L'\ cry rea on to bt·lil'l'l' 
that the poliry of pro\'iding tlw workrr 11 i1h a good 
nwal at tlw"ll'orkplan·" is bound to bcromr a pnma­
m·nl p:1rt of the lndi:tn l! nion'. indu. trial ystcrn. 

Tlw wa«•· 1.:trs and dt·arnt''' alloll'.llic't' of lhl' 
11 orkn, \ll' rt' improwd by enforcing the all'ard · of 
' ariou' adjudit atol"'. the rrronunrnclatiofl' or settlr­
mcnt' of the Conciliation Olllrns and Conciliation 
11oa rd., .1nd of tlw Pay Cornmi.sion 11 hirh . uggestrd, in 
addition to \'arious f:tril itics and pri\'ilrgr . . a minimum 

LABOUR WELFARE 

On tht· 11rlfan· 'iclr .. 1 Co.tl ~lint·, l.ahour !lou ing 
.tml (;t'llt't.tl \\'l'lf.tr · Fund 11,1\ romtitu tt·d undl't' th • 
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allowance throughout the country. The workers ln coal 
mines situated in the different Provinct's have also bren 
granted substantial inm·ascs in basic wages and drameAA 
allowances in addition to a bonus equal to four months' 
wages, provident fund, leave and other amenities. 

The Adjudication Award of Mr. Justice Raia· 
dhyaksha, which has been accepted and substantially 
enforced by Government will rtsult in a substantial 
reduction of the working hours of the employees on the 
Railways. 

The position of workers in the plantations had 
improved aftt·r the employrrs had agreed at the 
first Tripartite Tea Plantations Labour Conference at 
Delhi in January, 1947, to grant f Camcss allowance, 

maternity bt·nt·~ ts and sirkn<·ss allowann·s to th~ 
workers. The discussion at thr Second Tripartite 
Conft•rrnre in April, 1948, has brought furthrr n·li<·f to 
thr plantation workrrs in rrgard to wag<·s, housing and 
medical help. The Prohibition of the rmploym<'nt of 
children undt·r 12 years of agt has bt·en voluntarily 
agrrrd to by the employ<·rs. The Conference al~o 

agreed to the many salirnt matkrs to be cmboditd 
in the special legislation for Plantation Labour, 

NEW LABOUR LEGISLATION 

The year under review is memorable for ,most pro­
gressive labour legislation. The principles oft social 
insurance have br<'n introduced in the Employees' State ., 
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Insurance Act, 1948, which provides for the constitution 
of a State Insurance Fund from the contributions of the 
employen and the employees, supplemented by Gov­
ernment grant for administrative purposes. The pro­
ceeds will be utilized for the grant of benefits in respect 
of sickness, maternity and industrial accidents to the 
workm in all factories other than seasonal factories. 
The Act also provides for the extension of its provisions 
to other establishments- industrial, commercial and 
agricultural. 

The dccasualization of dock workers is provided for in 
the Dock Worken (Regulation of Employment) Act, 
1948. A committee.has completed its work of preparing 
a Scheme for regulating the employment of stevedore 
labour in the Bombay Port. The Scheme will be the 
first of its kind in India. 

The Minimum Wages Act, 1948, provides for the 
rrgulation of wages in industries where the workers have 
not yet adequately developed bargaining power. The 
Act covers agricultural workers and workers in woollen 
carpet making, rice mills, tobacco plantations, oil mills, 
local authorities, building operations, lac, mica, motor 
transport, leather manufacture, etc. Under the Act, 
the minimum wage in these industries has to be fixed 
within a period of two or three years. 

Further lrgislation on the anvil relates to the whole­
sale revision and overhauling of the Factories Act. 
It' provisions will apply to a much larger number of 
factories t?an arc cove':~ at present and it will lay 
down prec1scly the cond1t1ons regarding the safety and 
health of workers and will require the provision of 
canteens, creches and rest·rooms. The construction 
of new factories will be subject to previous licence 
whereby the proposed lay-out and other details of th~ 
factory would be rtquired to satisfy definite standards 
before construction can be started. 

CONFERENCES AND COMMITTEES 

Progress .in ~e formulation of labour policy is made 
at the pcnod1c conferences. The Preparatory Asian 
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Regional Conference of the International Labour 
Organization convened at Delhi in October-November, 
194 7, focussed attention on the special problems of 
labour if\ the Asian countries. 

The Indian Industrial Committee on Cotton Textiles, 
which met in January 1948, considered measures for 
increasing production, training of workers, institution 
of Provident Fund and Insurance Scheme, and standard­
ization of wage rates and dearness. allowance. 

The Industrial Committee on Coal Mining also met 
in January, 1948 and discussed several important 
subjects such as amendments to the Indian Mines Act, 
provident fund scheme for coal mines, attendance and 
production bonus, improvement of statistics of labour 
and production in coal-mines and abolition of contract 
system of coal-raising at Railway Col\ieries. 

The Labour Ministers' Conference held at New Delhi 
in May, 1948, considered inter alia the questions of 
industrial housing and the wage policy to be followed 
in implcmentin~; the provisions of the Minimum Wages 
Act, 1948. 

MORE AVENUES OF EMPLOYMENT 

On ~e side of industrial development for the purpose 
of creating more avenues of employment, the Govern­
ment has announced in the statement of their Industrial 
Policy that a National Planning Commission would be 
set up for formulating a programme of development 
and securing its execution. Already the Damodar 
Valley Corporation Act, 1948, and the Industrial 
Finance ~orporation Act, 1948, opened up possibilities 
of the agncultural, electrical and industrial development 
of the country, 

Thus, v.iewed in all aspects, the progress made during 
the year '." by no means inconsiderable. Already the 
curve of mdust.rial ~isputes. shows a downward trend 
and the effe?hve nnplementation of the Industrial 
Truce Resolution will provide the a~o be , 

d 
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certe and wholehearted effort to banish ve and 
want from the Motherland. po rty 



A NATIONAL ANTHEM FOR INDIA 
NARAYANA MENON 

J anagana and not be badly out of step. Its mood and 
tone are confident and not of nostalgic longing. And 
what is far more important, it has a most hrartt·ning, 
almost resounding climax in the repeated phrases }o11y11. 
he, ]aya he, ]aya he, ]aya Jaya ]aya ]aya he. 

There are differences of opinion about the actual 
melody itself, so I give below the first verse of the Visva 
Bharati version whkh I fer! is the most authentic of all. 

W HEN the search for a suitable National Anthem 
for free India began, it was obvious from the 

very outset that the choice would boil down to two 
songs- Bankim Chandra Chatterjee's Vande Mataram 
and Tagore's }anaganamana. Other songs, Iqbal's Sare 
Jahanse Achcha, Ram Dayal Pandey's ]handa Uncha 
Sada Rahega and I.N.A. songs like Subh Sukh Chain, 
have captured the popular imagination and gained 
varying degrees of currency . But Vande M ataram and 
J anaganamana have come to occupy a permanent posi­
cion in our national life. Not only have they been 
closely identified with the national movement but they 
have virtually served the puropse of a 'national anthem' 
throughout the years of struggle. Practical considera­
tions would make ] anaganamana the more suitable 
of the two. This must have been the reason which 
prompted the Government to adopt it as our national 
anthem. The choice is provisional as the final decision 
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has to be made by the Constituent Assembly. I If • q q 1 q • w 11 I 11( q rr • 1 • I 

al · L IT 1 fir 'J '~'«, s • • ot e 11 a a a e a What are these practic considerallons? et us 
'take Vande Mataram first, There are two versions of 1~11 • 11 rr 1 11 rr ( 1 'cr q q q 1 "11. If .• I 
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version and the Vishnu Digambar version. Neither of ' 
these versions is musically simple and their subtlety I II • II It I 
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and most skilled of musicians. The elusive rhythm (or 
I Ill! IIIII II· It wllf( II lack of rhythm) as well as the complex melodic line 

make it difficult to be sung in chorus. The melody • 11 ll " 111 1 ~ 1 
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itself is somewhat shapeless and too diffuse to stand 1 "" If q q 1 w<r • q IT I "1: w 11 • 1 • • I 
harmonization. Of course, during the last year the 8 01 ll " 011 1 ftJ 8 '" 1 il 1 1 1 1 1 
words have been set to music in a hundred different 
ways. Hirabai Barodekar's version, for instance, has a I"'" • It - 1 ( \ "t \ \ fl! \ lilt • I • • · . I 

• ~:ertain evanescent charm. Pandit Omkamath Thakur I1T 1 \ a 11 • • • 111 a "' • • 1 • 

makes it into a magnificent lament surcharged with 
emotion and his version lasts a full quarter 
of an hour. Then there are the various film versions 
ranging from the sweetest of syrupy tunes to full­
fledged rousing marches. But none of these will do. 
In any song the words and the melody are integral. 
Vande Mataram with a new melody is not Vande 
Mallaram at all-all its nostalgic emotional associations 
will disappear if it is sung like a popular film hit. 

Now Janaganamana is not a very distinguished piece 
of music. Few national anthems are, for that matter. 
But it has the eminent virtue of being 'singable'. Even 
the most unmusical of us can join in a chorus singing 

l~<r <r <r<r1 <r • <r. I If ·If <r1 11 ~'l 11<r ·I 
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·tn'l Retrospect':~ 

It rould srarerly be otherwise coming 11.1 it docs from an 
lmtitution with which Tagorc was so closely associated. 
The Visva B.harati singm sing it at a brisk tempo. This 
would make the repeated If .:5 at the beginning, 
particularly in instrumental renderings, less awkward 
to manipulate. The first verse which is complete in 
it•clf both musirally and in sentiment should last 
about 50 seconds whirh is long, but not too long for a 
national anthem. To take out a few bars from it in 
order to shorten it would be to mutilate it. I have 
heard several such unforgivable perpetrations in whkh 
some bars are summarily removed from the body of 
the music without rime or reason. It is pathetic that 
in n country with so noble and nndrnt a tradition of 
mu•ic as ours surh perpetrations on third rate brass 
bands Should become the standard vt·rsion for important 
national orrasiom. 

W c must, of course, have a standard version of thl' 
national anthrm. But to what degree is standardization 
nrmsary? In India itself whrre we have a predomi· 
nantly mrlodir tradition, it is sufficient that we 
standnrdiZI' the mrlody, say, the Visva Bharati version. 
Naturally, a gro~p of singers or musicians will render 
it diiTcrrntly In different parts of India according to 
thr musical resources available much as the same God 
Savt tilt Ki11g will be performed differently by an 
amateur twdvr piere orchestra in a provincial town, 
an accordion band at a village fair and a symphony 
orrhi'Stra in London. But the melody will remain the 
same in rarh rase, For performance outside India we 
nerd a harmoniZI'd version which will be true to the 
authentic melody we all know here and which should 
be a distinguished piece of orchestration. It should be 
the sort of nrrangrmrnt whkh can be played by say, 

$0 

the London Philharmonic On·hestra if Panditji goes to 
Covent Garden, without causing the least embarrass· 
ment to anybody. Such an arrangement can be best 
done by a good European composer, not just a musical 
enthusiast. He should be ~upplied not only with an 
accurate score of the melody but with a good recording 
of the authentic version so that he can listen to it 
repeatedly and get into the spirit of it. He should 
also be provided with profuse notes on technical points 
to be remembered -the tempo, the cadences, the 
exact meaning of the words so as to have the climaxes 
correct. Above all, he should be advised to treat 
the whole piece not as "a symphonic poem" but rather 
:.IS "a song with accompaniment" so as to make the 
melody stand out strongly. 

Surh a version will almost exdusively be for use 
abroad. We ourselves have no symphony orchrstra.~ 
worth talking about to perfonn it. Even if we had 
them, it is scarcely appropriate that our national anthem 
should always be entrusted to the tender mercies of 
foreign instruments and a foreign idiom. If we do 
want a standardized orchestral version on records 
for use in, say, broadcasting or cinemas or places of 
public entertainment, let us have a version for a small 
combination of Indian instruments. Such a combina­
tion can reproduce the authentic graces and ornaments 
of our music that no notation or foreign orchestras can, 
and give to our national anthem that intimate charac­
ter and quiet dignity so characteristic of our music. It 
need not be "harmonized", but could make use of such 
contrapuntal and orchestral devices (drones, hetero­
phony) as are in keeping with the genius of our 
music. 



INDIAN STATES 
C. P, RAMASWAMI AIYER 

T HERE have been and there will be differences of 
opinion as to whether the Indian States as they 

existed in 1946 or 1947 can be regarded as essentially 
British creations and it has been my view (which I have 
often emphasized) that some at least of the States are 
much anterior in origin to the British era and have 
inherited century-old traditions of political existence 
and beneficial social and humanitarian efforts. Indeed, 
I go so far as to suggest that the emergence of the 
British power and the growth and exercise of what was 
termed Paramountcy had two startling ~ffects. In the 
first pla.ce, Par.unountey was too often used to preserve 
and buttress States and Rulers who had fallen below 
ordinary standards not only of administration but of 

·morality and decency. On the other hand, in the case 
of some States whic:h had a continuous history of mea· 
sures taken for the welfare and prosperity of their sub­
je.cts, there was often no active encouragement, and 
they were sometimes even frowned upon and cold­
shouldered. I have personally told more than one 
Vic«oy and Political Officer that the mechanically 
similar treatment of Indian States on the basis of rigid 
formulae led to a species of dependence and resulted 
in lack of nerve and initiative whic:h ultimately proved 
injurious to the best interests of the States. The Poli· 
tical Department, hedged round by precedent and 
usage and old-world notions of secret diplomacy, acted 
in a manner whic:h sometimes produced ironic effects. 
There was a Ruler of whom a high political luminary 
in England spoke in lyrical terms a few 
months before he was deposed. Rulers whose conduct 
revealed regrettable abnormalities were treated on the 
same level as those who, though they were not often 
seen in Delhi or London, were doing their best to pro­
mote the interests of their people. Summing up the . 
results of the activities of the Political Department, it 
may be stated without fear of contradiction that by a). 
temate processes of vague threats and promises of titles 
and gun-salutes, some, if. not many, of the Rulers tend· 
ed to become courtiers. Absenteeism from the State, 
senseless extravagance displayed in foreign capitals and 
places of resort and concentration on outside activities 
were the themes of academic censure but in practice, 
these habits were not really checked by any pressure 
brought to bear from without or within the States. The 
life of the late Maharaja Sayaji Rao Gaikwar of Baroda 

and of the late Maharaja Scindia of Gwalior furnish 
illustrations of opposition encountered by indepcndrnt· 
minded Rulers at the hands of the British authoritirs. 

Some States, under the guidance of far·sighkd 
Rulers as in the cases of Baroda, Mysore and Travan· 
core, in eoune of time, enfranchised themselves from 
meticulous interference on the part of the local rcprc• 
sentatives of the 1>aramount Powrr, and initiated great 
schemes of social reform and economic advancement. 
The development of Primary Education and of social 
reform in Baroda, the inauguration of large hydro­
electric and irrigation schemes and the rapid spread of 
women's education in Mysore, the carl)• establishn•ent 
of a Legislative Assembly, the Temple Entry Prorlama· 
tion and the rapid educational progress and industria· 
lization in Travancore, reflected enlightened administra· 
tion. In other words, whereas the system of admini· 
stration in British India was largely that of a Police 
or Regulatory State based mainly on the ideals of pre­
servation of law and order, there was more construe· 
tive and imaginative statesmanship, enterprise and ini· 
tiative shown in some of the Indian States and it may 
be remarked that most of the steps so taken in the 
Indian States were not enthusiastically welcomed by the 
Central Government. The usual criticism levelled 
against the States has been that they were benevolent 
autocracies, but I make bold to say that there was very 
little autocracy in the best of the Indian States as they 
had definitely evolved a tradition of response to popu· 
Jar wishes-a response which was only recently mani· 
fested in British India and which really came into 
partial existence not earlier than 1935. 

Some of the States established Representative 
Assemblies and kept themselves in touch with popular 
opinion, but, in the main, it may be conceded that al­
though there was a fairly large number of Maharaja~ 
who were anxious to do well by their subjects, they 
were wholly unprepared to meet the concerted and con· 
eentrated political agitation which developed apace not 
only in what was British India but in the Indian States. 
This unprepan:dness was accentuated by the advice 
that was generally tendered by the representatives of 
the Paramount Power in consonance with the policy 
punued generally in British India and the advice and 
injunction were frequently conveyed that it was the 
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TriiRctrospectlt 

duty of the Rulers to preserve their integrity and indi­
viduality. It IS needless to enter into the details of Utose 
engagements nnd undertakings which, from time .to 
time were formulated by a Government and a pohty 
whi:h felt very apprehensive about its position in the 
country and at one time relied upon the Indian States 
as a main support or buttress, although administrators 
like Dalhousie, Curzon and, later on, Reading, showed 
more of the iron fist than the velvet glove. When the 
British made up their minds to withdraw from India, 
they did so without previow preparation and their time­
table was prepared overnight, so to say. And even 
after the declaration, there were statements and pro­
miles rousing an expectation of comparative independ­
ence on the part at least of some of the major States 
111bject only to accession in respect of three subjects. 
What the Rulers did not anticipate but what Sardar 
Patel foresaw was the unleashing of forces which insist­
ed on a speedy attainment of unity and uniformity of 
political practice throughout India and which were not 
particularly tender to historical traditions or even to 
good government. The time-spirit was irresistible 
and the drama of history unrolled itself and 
Sprdar Patel rode the storm proving himself 
to be an astute judge of human nature and of 
t~c potentialities and dispositions of the Rulers as a 
class. What Dalhousie and Canning were unable to 
do during many years, Sardar Patel achieved in a few 
months but such an achievement would have been im­
po,sible but for the mental unpreparedness of most of 
the Rulers to meet a situation which they had only 
imperfectly envisaged and also the rapidly converging 
an~ national · demand for Responsible Government 
which would not brook any delay and would not put 
up with any alternative solutions save those advocated 
under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi. As a result, 
with one exception, the Indian States have already ac• 

ceded to the Indian Union and have inaugurated 
schemes for Responsible Government. They arc bound 
rapidly to be assimilated, in administrative practice, with 
the rest of India in every department of Government 
and not simply in the three subjects as to which acces­
sion has taken place. Even those States that have not 
merged themselves with the provinces are destined 
gradually but inevitably to coalesce in fundamentals with 
the rest of India partly by reason of the influence of 
great political parties whose activities cannot be restrict­
ed to ill-defined geographical boundaries and partly 
by the inescapable evolution of common programmes 
throughout India and lastly owing to the rapid emerg­
ence of the feeling not only in the former British 
Provinces but in the Indian States themselves that the 
only legitimate role of the Maharajas and the Nawabs 
must be that of pure constitutional monarchs or, to 
put it more cimdidly, ornamental personalities enjoy­
ing a position analogous to that of the King of England. 
There is, however, one aspect which is often lost sight 
of in regard tc• the position of the King of England. 
Exercising their national charactemtic of preserving and 
even glorifying all that is traditional in their history and 
life the people of Great Britain pay great respect to the 
King and the Royal Family and are tumultously enthu­
siastic on such occasions as the Silver Wedding of a king 
or the conferment of the Order of the Garter on the 
heir-apparent. That conformity to historical traditions 
is not very conspicuous. in the mentality of modern 
India and it is a matter of considerable doubt whether 
the formal and ornamental existence of the Rulers will 
be quite on a par with that attained by the British 
Sovereigns. But, of course, here, as in England, much 
depends on the personality and character of the Rulers 
an? the readiness and gracefulness with which they 
adJust themselves to novel conditions and to an atmos­
phere to which they have been unaccustomed. 

"You may ha41e occasion to possess or use material things, but the secret of 
life lies in ne4/er missing them." 

-Mahatma Gandhi. 
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FOREIGN POLICY 
(CONTRIBUTED) 

I NOlA'S activity in the field of foreign affairs, in the 
first year of freedom, has taken many forms. Its 

principal features were: (I) the establishment and ex­
tension of diplomatic contacts; (2) a full utilisation of 
the machinery of international co-operation; and (3) a 
faithful adherence to the policy of non-entanglement 
with any power bloc. 

Whereas in August, 1947, India had only about half 
a dozen diplomatic missions abroad (mainly in the 
U.K., some of the Dominions, China and the U.S.A.), 
the number bas since increased to 20 or 25. Indian 
ambassadors, ministers and representatives of lesser 
rank are now to be found in nearly every part of the 
world. This has come about not only as a result of 
India's own initiative, but, at least in some cases, at the 
instance of Government, anxious to enter into relations, 
and exchange representatives with her. No fewer than 
21 Embassies and :tegations have brcn opened in Delhi, 
and the Indian Cap,ital has become one of the most 
important diplomatic centres in the East. These new 
developments have necessarily entailed an expansion in 
the stren!(th of the Ministry of External Affairs (with 
which is linked Commonwealth Relations), and special 
measures have had to be taken for the recruitment and 
training of the required cadres. 

With an expanding and still fluid diplomatic service, 
India tackled the many serious problems that confronted 
her in the international field. The question of the 
treatment of Indians in South Africa had already, on 
India's initiative, been di~cussed by the United 
Nations General Assembly in 1946; and a resolut­
ion had been adopted expressing the opinion that the 
treatment of the Indians should be in accordance "with 
the int~rnational obligations under the agreement con­
cluded between the two Governments and the relevant 
provisions of the Charter." The resolution also called 
for a "report back" to the Assembly in 1947. On this 
latter occasion, the Political Committee of the Assembly 
carried the matter a little further but the resolution that 
it passed failed formally to be adopted at the plenary 
session of the Assembly. (The voting was as follows: 
31 for the resolution, 19 against and 6 absentions. A 
_2/3 majority was held to be necessary for the adoption 
of the resolution.) 

Meanwhile, a grave situation had arisen in Kashmir, 
owing to the attack launched on the State by tribesmen, 

and others, with the active and systematic support of the 
Pakistan authorities. The Indian Union, which had 
accepted the accession of Kashmir, was obliged to 
undertake military operations to prott•rt the freedom 
and integrity of the State; and, in order to prevent an 
extension of the conflict, appealed to the Security 
Council to restrain Pakistan from pursuing a course 
which was no less contrary to the spirit of good 
neighbourliness than it was to the recognized principles 
of neutrality. The Five Member Commission, which 
was subsequently set up by the Security Council to deal 
with this dispute, has commenced its work and further 
developments arc awaited. 

On all other matters, affecting a wide range of day 
to day questions of trade, transport, finam·e, etc., fre­
quent negotiations have taken place between the two 
Dominions, and in a number of instances agreements 
have been reached and differences composed to their 
mutual satisfaction. 

Another issue yet to be settled, in which India has 
shown a keen interest is the conflict between the Indo­
nesian Republic and the Government of the Netherlands. 
In conformity with her well-known . stand in favour of 
the liberation of colonial territories, India not only 
granted de facto recognition to the Republic of Jndo­
n~sia, but invoked the intervention of the Sr<·urity 
Council to save the new-born Republic from military 
annihilation. Protracted negotiations, under the 
auspices of the Security Council, have since bern taking 
place and what the outcome may be is not dear. 

Concern for the speedy termination of colonial rule­
to say nothing of the need to check the spread of 
flagrantly discriminatory racial polkies-was also evi· 
dent in the firm resistance offered by India to all at­
tempts by the Union of South Africa to obtain United 
Nations sanction for the annexation of South-West 
Africa. 

These efforts on behalf of peoples still under foreign 
control sprang from the conviction that the political 
emancipation and economic progress of subject 
countries and under-developed areas is essential to the 
attainment of a stable equilibrium in the world. India 
accordingly took a leading .part in all United Nations 
activities which had a bearing on these matters, in the 
work of the ECOSOCO and its subsidiary commissions, 
in the IV Committee of the General Assembly which 
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In Rc•trospcct 

ck:1l' with Tnl, tc ·c·,hip p•ohlc·ll ''· .111d in till' ~ 1wr i .d 

I'OIIIIII ittt·c· to ~tudy and n port on in fnn11.1tion frcun non­
" ·lf -goVI'rnin~-: tnritorit·'· ECA FE .1 ' "h' idi.u'. ol 
EC( )S()(:(), dr:din~-: p.~rtit ul. crh 11 ith tTOnOIIIil' pro­
hlc·lll\ i11 ti ll' E.c, t 11 ill. it i, hopl'd. lw of rral :1\' i~Lllll c· 
i11 p•·nlluct ing 11111tu:dly hr 11rfiria l .11 tion in tlw n o11nrnil' 
.c 11d wci.d hrkk lndi:c .ctt.lr hc·, tlu· highn t illl()(lfl.lnrr 
In 1hi, hod\' . . end h:~s playrd a ton, II'IH ti\l· :1nd prollli­
llc'lll 1olc· i11 ih drlihrra1io11~. 

' llw .11 hin't'llll'nt of n :~ t i on :d indq)l'ndc·nt c·. thr 
IIH'thod of ih arhit'Vt'llll'nt . lht· \IT\' ~i 11· of lndi.1. hn 
inlwrrnt iii i(>Oit.l lll'l', lwr p.1rt in 111 0 world 11.1r'. :1nd 
lwr arti\l· intnc·,t in intnn.llional aO'a i• rornhiiH'cl 
to 111arl, l11di.1 out :1~ :1 r.1ndid.llc' for lllt' lllbn , hip of 
tlw ' " 1'1'1 '1111' t'\lTutiw organ of tlw l nit t·d i\.11ions. till' 
St•turitv Counril. lin hid for l'lrrtinn in 19·17 \\';1,, 
htli\1'\C'r, frn,t l-.ltrd ll\' thr opn.llion of a " :rntln11.1n\ 
:\ gll'l'IIH'nt" l'l' l!·lr<l ing till' di,trihutinn of the· 11011-
(ll'l'lll.llll' nl " ',11\ 1111 till' Cc'lllll il : .lftn c ontc·,tin~ .1 
~lll ' l'l'"ion 11f inrt'lll lu' i''' h:· llol\, in ' 'hirh ~ lw 1 on-

~i'> tr ntly polll'd 2">· '~() 'otc\. I ndi.1 11 ithdn·11 hiT 

, .111didaturl'. 

or no ( ountry. pnhnps. ran it ()(' 'a id 1\'ith 
mon· m nfi dcnc ,. than of India th.\l lwr fon ·ign 
policy is .H tuatt·d hv .1 faith in tht· l'nitt·d 

'f ht• l.zt, J.m tll.I•.ZI)i .mJ 1\l r•. I 'IJ.IJ .I 
Ld •IJIIII P,uulit 111 thl' dch.~.lll'c lo1111g' · 
before• a meetm.~ of the U1111cd .\'.1/tfl ll• 
Fn •l CrJ/1111/tlln ( Po!tttc.d ,11/d Sc·oml) } · 

Phoro : UNI TED NATIO~S 

i\ation~- both :1~ an idl'a l l'lnhodying thl' 
highest hopt·~ of rnankind today and :IS an 
imtrunwnt fo r tlw n·alization of tho~~· hopl's . 
. , hi, fnith 111 :1~ not Ill' uni\'1-r~ally shnrrd : 
1'1'. 1~0n~ an· not \\':lilting to indun· a rrrtain 
cE,illmionmnH. And thnl' is. indt'l'd. the all 

too oh' ious rift he til n ·n C• lll' rrg10n and another. 
0 111' 1 ontirwnt and anotlwr. one group of 
Stat''' nnd anothl'r. Tht· fa r t that the •I'L'at 
Pmn·r-. tt·nd to rangt· thl'lmrh n on diO'n r nl . idt·s. and 
,·,pou,,· apparl'ntly irnTonr ilablt· intnrs t~ . docs not 
Jt-,~,· n tht· uiAicul tic~ and dnngns of tlw situa tion. 
India. h0\\'1'\ n. has ql'adily drrlim·d to yield to the 
tnnptation to align lwr-.df 11ith any bloc. either to 
:H hi,.,.,. a fa cilt· and po,~ibly dl'n·pt i\'!· security or in 
thl' hopl' of lindins a ~hort ru t to t'!'onomir bt·ttnmcnt. 
Slw In'. of 1 o uN ·. a dinTt intrn·~t in hrr neighbour , 
partir ularl \' thO\l' facing prohlrrm ~irnilar to lwr O\\'n; 
.1nd in ~o f:Jr as joint anion rould lw lp in tht· solution 
of thosr prohlnm. ~he ha~ not lll'cn slo\\' in contributing 
lll'r shnn·. \\'i th rou ntrit·, further afield. wlw thn 
gn·:~ t or sma ll , her rl'lations han · bt•t·n unifon11lv 
fril'ndly and r ord ial. At a timl' \\'hen pollt'l'fu l forn·s 
:m· rcndin~ the \\'orld apart. it may lw no '111:1 11 ~n\'iCt' 
to pr.ll 't· to rl'f rain from lak i n~ ' idt·' and thl'n ·by ha~trn­
ing the day of fin al rupt un·. 
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SOME ASPECTS OF OUR ECONOMY 
S. K. RUDRA 

THE general complaint seems to be that since 
August 15, 1947, there has been steady deterioration 

in. the standard of living of the landless classes in the 
rural areas nnd of the workers and low income cate­
gories of people in the industrial cities. Reference to 
the Economic Adviser's general index numbers and to 
the cost of living indices published from several centres 
in the country would confirm this. For instance, the 
Kanpur cost of living index for May, 1948, has risen to 
442 points, with 1939 as base. It has surpassed the 
peak point reached in August, 1947, at 410. It is well 
above the average for the war years. Hardships due to 
economic stress, either of consumers' goods, housing or 
other factors, arc apparent. These cannot be denied. 
It is also true that our Administration has not openly 
declared 'its adherence to any particular type of econo­
mic system or social order. This has proved disappoint­
ing to many schools of thought. Academically reviewed, 
it would appear to be an open question, whether any 
particular system or social philosophy, however com­
mendable in itself, is the end of administrative 
endeavour. Much vital it is to secure the material 
·uplift of the under-privileged, and raise their intellectual 
and moral stature. It would appear that such is the 
objective of the present Government. If ·there had 
been any doubts on this issue, and it is idle to deny 
that there were not, these have been much allayed by 
the declaration of the Government's economic policy in 
their statement of the 16th April, 1948. Except for the 
abolition of the zamindari systrm, or landlordship, for 
the next ~en years at any rat~, the Government is going 
·to allow sufficient scope to private enterprise. They have 
reserved certain key and essential industries for State 
ownership and management either directly or through 
public corporations. It is obvious that this declaration 
of Government policy cannot please all sections of the 
community. But there is ample evidence to show that 
public opinion is behind the Government. The Govern­
ment had to fare manifold and immense difficulties 
during this brief space of time. Partition has meant the 
practical strangulation of the economic life of the 
country. The refugee problem is complicated by more 
than merely economic and sociological complexities. 
The political situation is at once difficult, delicate and 
dangerous. Any hasty action would therefore only lead 

to total dislocation. The polky enundntcd by the 
Government is the wisest possible in the dn·umstann·s. 

PRODUCERS' GOODS AND TECHNIQUE 

Our great need is for producers' goods and trained 
technicians. This is our severo bottleneck. We desire 
to renew our worn-out plant, and to instal new 
industries, multi-purpose projects, fertilizers and a~ri­
cultural mechanization schemes and transportation 
equipment, plant and gear. Planning Boards, Priority 
Commissions, Finance Corporations and Purchasing 
Commissions have been set up with this end in view. 
Schedules ~f demand have been drawn up and appor­
tioned according to set periods. An endeavour is madt• 
to secure instruments of produt·tion and n·quisite pt•r· 
sonnel of skill and experiem·e. Problems of for•·ign 
exchange, dollar scarcity in particular, impede the 
process of procurement. Th,· partition has plat·rd our 
Dominion in a position of unfavourable bnl:.nc: of 
trade. This has added to our problems. Our sterling 
balanres in London are assets that cannot be rt•adily 
available to meet our emergent needs. But negotiations 
are under way. It is not improbable that a satisfactory 
workable solution will be discovered. With driw for 
exports, sponsored by the Government, and by measures 
liberalizing exports and controlling imports, we hope 
to meet our adverse balance of foreign trade. Apart 
from exploring avenues of profitable trade contacts 
within the sterling area, the Government is anxious to 
develop trade with Amerira whirh nerds some of our 
products. It i~ a market well worth our dose study. 
It must, however, be indicated that both in matter of 
price and quality, we should be more circumspect. 
Rivals and alternative "substitutes", synthetic or other­
wise, arc not so scarce as to impart to us a sense of 
monopolistic security. The history of the loss of our 
saltpetre and indigo trade in the course of the last 
ccr>tury should act as a warning to us. We rannot 
"squeeze" foreign purrhasel'll hcyond certain limits. 
Already unfavourable reactions have been set up against 
us. Goodwill in foreign trade dealings is a gain 
that should not be forfeited. We need foreign help 
in more ways than one. We can secure it only if we 
act with energy, care and moderation. If we find we 
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are able to secure capital goods and technical assistance 
in requisite amounts, we shall in time, hasten the 
economic development of the country. 

INTERNATIONAL TRADE POLICY 
In order to develop our economic strength both to 

meet the home and foreign markets, the Government 
has been able to formulate a wise and judicious policy 
of international trade relations. While the Government 
has declared itself against an autarchical or isolationist 
policy, it has yet maintained independence of action in 
the matter of the determination of the terms of trade 
treaties that it might wish to enter into with other 
countries. Autonomy of agreement has been retained 
and preserved. Arduous battles were fought by our 
Delegations at the various International Trade Con· 
ferenrcs. Happily, these culminated successfully in the 
vindication of the viewpoint championed by us on 
bt·half of all the underdeveloped and backward . coun· 
tries of the world. Metropolitan and industrially 
powerful countries have had to concede to· the rights 
of the less favourably placed nations of the earth. This 

I 
.1 te has taken within its scope only certain 

nsli u . d . . 
industries. In due course, it will expan Its operalion 
to cover a greater range of indu~tri~ prod~cts. Our 
name which does not stand very h1gh m foreign ~ar~ts 
for reliability of quality will thus have been rctneved to 

good purpose. 

TECHNICAL TRAINING AND RESEARCH 

is an achievement of no small order that stands to the 
credit of our State. The matter of the raising of the 
standard of living of the peoples, particularly of the 
vast agricultural populations of Asia and Africa, 
together with the concept of full employment 
were incorporated in the World Trade Charter, 
labouriously and skilfully hammered out at Vavana 
this yt·ar. To this end it is expected that the 
Tariff Board, whirh for the present is an ad hoc body, 
will be converted into a permanent institution. Thus 
equipped, the country can develop her economy on 
sound and stable lines. Her defence, producers' goods 
and consumers' goods industries, could be duly 
organized and appropriately located, with proper 
consideration for the coordinated development of the 
n·spective regiCins within the country. Our home­
crafts and domestic industries could find their proper 
pla1·e in our economy. They could also discover scope 
for thdr unique and artistic products In the rich and 
growing markets of the world. We would thus have 
n balanr!·d economy in the well coordinated develop· 
mcnt of agriculture, with cottage industries and modern 
manufactures. lnridcntally, it may be mentioned that 
the Government has t.1ken steps to ensure the quality of 
our products equal to international specifications. It 
is for this purpose that the Government has instituted 
the Indian S!andards Institute. To begin with, the 

As already indicated, the crux of the problem is 
Jack of trained personnel in all grades of work. Our 
peasantry is hardworking, our cattle-breeders are 
knowledgeable, our craftsmen are skilled, our middle­
.~en are shrewd, our bankers and financiers are men of 
·.discretion, but for modern methods of. production, 
whether In agriculture, commerce or industry, we have 
an inadequate supply of men of experience with the 
requisite ability. In technology, in the supervisory and 
managerial direction, we Jack a supply of qualified men. 
Our. mechanics, skilled workmen, and operators have not 
the ripe and precise skill that is required for handling 
tools of great fineness or of high powered operative 
capacity. This is, however, a matter of training. The 
Government and businessmen are alive to this need. In 
the various schemes propounded it is satisfactory to note 
that the Government has made careful and fairly 
adequate provision for such training. . Training centres, 
technological institutes, and above all, highly equipped 
and well staffed research stations of various types, have 
been envisaged and planned. Opportunities and 
financial provision have been made to enable the 
gifted from all grades and ranks to secure appropriate 
training. As a foundation to such technical equipment, 
the Government is planning or rapid extension of 
primary compulsory and free education both for boys 
and girls. Secondly, education with a distinct bias 
towards selective vocation is also being arranged. Me11; 
and women of ability are being sent to foreign countries 
to gain training and experience such as cannot be had 
~ere. Simultaneously ways and means are being con­
stdered to secure the services of experienced and techno· 
logically specialized men to come to this countrv for 
a term to organize and conduct our various ind~strial 
undertakings. Thus reviewed it must be conceded 
that the Gove.rnment has much to its credit in regard to 
supply of trained and technical personnel to serve the 
needs of commerce and industry. Immediate results 
may not .be apparent, but long-term benefits are bound 
to be satisfactory. 
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In Retrospect 

DR AF T CON TITUTIO IN E 
M. VENKATARANGAIYA 

T II E 111mt significant fra tun· about the draft Constitu­
t ion of India is tha t it is Indian. The dl'l!land put 

forward a. euly as 193+ th at the peopk of India must 
ha\T thr full frccdom to draw up thcir own ron~ti t ution 

has btTn a t last ful fi lled. The Constitution is hut the 
logica l comt·qtwnn· of thc t r:~ nsfcr of politica l power 
to Indian hands on August l j, 19+7. 

Sir B. N. UAL'. CrniJ/ilu· 
11o11.11 Adt iJ, , w 1/u· 
G'm' rl/1111'111 of l 11di.t. 

Another equally sirrnifican t fc:ature is tha t the draft 
Consti tution is entirdy modern in its outlook and in 
the conception of th1· sta te it sccks to creatc. It was 
frared in certa in interested quarters tha t Indians with 
thei r trad itional \'l'ncration for the past would product' a 
reactionary typt· of constitut ion with a view to making 
it appear as indigenous as possible. This fca r has now 
hcen bdird. T hr kading mcmbcrs of thr Constitul'nt 
Assl'lnbly as wdl a those who \\'l'ft' appoi nted to the 
various committLTS and ~ub-rommittL't'S havt· can·fully 
gone through tiw constitutions of all modrrn stall'S and 
framed a constitution which is in complt·tt· conformity 
with the politica l and social ideals of the pn·sent day. 

The st·rular nature of the Sta te tha t the new Constitu­
tion \\'Ould rreatc is of vital importance. judged in tlw 
light of the country's h istory. There has always btTn an 
atmosphere of theocracy about the State in India. It 
wa so in ancient times when the sta tu. of a citizen was 
detrrmined by a preordained social structun·. In tht' 
Middk Ages. when portions of the country fdl into thC' 
hands of the ~[uslim invaders, the status of an individua l 
deprnded on whcthr r he wa a Yiuslim or non-Yiuslim. 
The British 1:1:-.de the situation much worse by creating 

a poli tica l and adtlliniq rati\t' ordtT h.l ~l'd rn tirl'l ~· nn 
l'OII1 11luna l i~lll .md di-t ributing politir.d .1ch . lllt.lgr~ ,\l' · 

cording to a 111:\1\\ rrl ig;IHL 'l'hr lll.lkl'l: (If th1· nrw 
Con,t itut ion h :l\' in~ '"'' ~'"fu lh fought .lg.lilht tl ~t •,t • 
tendrnr irs havt· rrea tt d .t pu eh '' 'tlll.ll· -t.ltt' in which 
riti7t·n~hip ha~ noth in~ tn dn "i th .1 rn.w\ nn·cl. t';l tt· 
or rrligion. I t remgnizt·~ tlw inn.llt' \\orth ,\1\d l't(U.dit,· 
of t' \ ' l'r\' r itizt·n. Tht' ll' wi ll lw 1111 't.llc rdi~ inn ,., .·n 
thou~h till' do111inant Wt lion of tht· pt'<' plc a n· ll ind11~. 

No rdi~ious instruction i~ to he prm ickd h, tlw S t.ttt·. 
Tlwrl' will lw no rOII\1111111:11 d rrtor.l lt''· E\1'11 tlw 
n·sl'rvation of st·:lls in <'l'l'l.lin kgis i.Jturr~ fnr ~ ( u , l il m. 

Schl'duled Classl's and Indian Cltri ., t ia n~ is to lw onl\' 
for a lirnitt·d pniod. 

Thl' Stalt' is drrnor ra tir too. Dr rncwrary in1plir~ th.11 
the govnnrrw nt of thr st:Jit' j, ~uhjt·rt to rrrtain li111 i t ~ 

in the exerrisl' of its authorit y, th.l t a lil'ld of lihe1 t\' 
is ldt to the individua l and that tiw ~m·nnnwlll i~ 

ultimately rl'sponsiblr to thl' pt'oplr who \\ill lw ft\'l' to 
rriticizl' its action~. to oq:~.111iZt ' t h t ' ll l \l' kt·~ into riva l 
politica l partil's for thl' pu1'(Jm1· and to partirip. tlt' lo·cdy 
in a ll thr pniodira l l'il'r tiom lrdd to dt•ttTntiiH' " Ito 
should be their rulr rs. Th<· Fund.t rrH·nta l Rigl 1t ~ M't 
a li rr1i t to gowrnrru·rrtal authority :1nd (>1'1'\'l'lll it fro111 
lwcoming tota li ta rian. T lw fll'l'dolll of ~(ll't 'l'h and of 
:-~ssoria tion t·nsun· tlw I'S tabli ~h rrH·nt of a l'l'' (>omiblt· fo rrrr 
of govnnrrll'nt. Thl' ba, is of ri tizl' ml1ip i~ wick a nd t 'll' rl' 
is no pri ,·i kgc·d St'C' t ion :1 rr tong t hi' r i t izl'n ~. 'f'IH ,. J~ 

provision for adu lt sufl'ragt· :tnd joirrt •·It ·< tor;att ·s. T lw 

Sri 1\. M. MU.\'S /11. 1\lun· 
b, r, Crmtrillllloll·dujlltiJi 
Cmrrmtllt o. 

Illustration :: NAGEN BHATTACH ARY,\ 

TIIC FIRST Y~AR 57 



In Retrospect 

'\''' 111 of .1clult , ,Iff rag!' i' a rno\1 rl'\olution.tn• ~tt · p .ttH.l, 
in tlw \.t'al\ to 1 lllflt ', it i ~ hound to hri11g politir.d JlOIIt r 
''ithi11 tlw n·:u h of tl w 11 1.1\' t·\. 'lilt' w.ll'' in ,,!tit h 
indu, tri.d and .tgrit ultur.d labour i' .d11·.HI\' org.anit.i11g 
it ,clf , Jtow' 1 lt .tll} tlw dnnot 1.1tit n.11un· of tlw 11t 'l\ 

01dt·r ,tltd tlw ddnlnin.1 tion of tlw t OIIHIIOI1 111.111 to 
1 apturt· tlw t it.1dt·l' of .1uthru it1 in tlw 1 t'J"\ f1 f't t.:'l'llt'IOd 
t'ltTtiom to lw lwld undn the IH'I\' Con, titutinl1. 

llt·,idt ·~ lwing \I'I UI.1r and dt'II HK r:ll it the llt'll 't.tlt' 1 ~ 

ft·dt·ral. l'lmugh lt't lmit .til\ tlw dr<t ft Con, titutiol1 
' Jlf',tk' of l11dia :t\ .1 "U11io11 of Statt·," .t ncl not ·" 
" Ft·dt'l,ltion of St.1tn". tht· politir;d w~lt' lll t'll\ i, .1gt d 
i11 it lt." .dl tlw t'\\l'llt i.d' qf ft•dt·r;di"lt. T ht·n· i, :1 
di, trihution of Jltlllt'r' ht'lllt 't' ll thl' tt 'llll t' .111d tlw unit,, 
.1 di,tl iln1tion 11 hit II t .tnnol lw intt·1 frn·d '' it h nrdina rilv 
t'\t t' Jll tl11 ouglt .1 Jlllll ' '" of t on, titut ion.d .llllt'lldn wnt 
whit l1 It .• , to llt' l.t tilwd h1 tlw lq.: i,Ja tun·-, of th t· St:ltt'' · 
T lwn· i' :d ... n ptm i' ion lor .1 Suprt'lllt' Court 11 ith 
po11 1'1' to Jll""" 'uu 1· on tlw 1 .:lidi t\' nf tlw 1:1\n t·n.u·tt ·d 
hv ti ll' Unio11 Jla1li.ut1t'lll .md tilt' St.llt' legi,l.tt urn. 
T lw Clllt, titution ;d'o pro\ id1·, lor a \tTnnd dt:llltht'l' ­
ti ll' CIHIIII' il 11f St.llt '' 11 hit h i' org.tnizt·d to rqm·,t·nt 
unir... ·" unih. In tlw di, trihution of pm1't'L prm i ~ ion 

h .• , ht 'l'll 111.1d•· lnr .1 li , t of Ll11ion\ •·:-..rJu, iv•· pm~t' t'>. 

.1 li ' t of tl w 111'111 '1' of tlH' St.tll'' and .1 liq of ron­
t'IIITt'lll Jl'""'" · l{,·,idu.try .111thnri ty i, lnratt·d in the 
Cntlll' "" tlw 111ndd of the C1n.tdi.tn Constitution. 
l'lwn· i' hnllt '\t 'l on•· .11·ti1 kin the Comtitution Artirl•· 
22h 11 hi• It 1 nlhidn .thlv nlodi ft ,·, till' ft ·ckr:t l ch:tr:trtl'r 
ol till' t 1uinn. l'hi, ,\ rt itlt· lll.tkt·, it po,,ihk for tlw 
l ' "inn l ', trli .ll llt'lll In ln.:i,l.ttt· on .til itt'lll inr ludcd in 
tl w St.tlt '' ~-:,, lu' i"· l. i, t if ' urh .1 rour~c i~ drr l:t rrd to 
llt' in tit,· 11.1t it>n.d inlt'l'''l h1 .1 rnnlution ~upportt·d ll\' 
11111 It ·" th.tn !lin-third, ol tilt' lllt'tllht·l-.; of ti ll' Counril 
111 St.tt•·, I fli , ~i11 ·, rtltllll fpr !'Ill n1.H hnH'lll hv thc 
C••JJlll ' till th1· .t ll ltllltllll\ of ti ll' un it~ not in tin;rs 11f 
l'llll'l'.'t 'lll I ltut ill 11\ll lll,tf til II\',, .111d lll.ty p.l\l' tltc 11 .ty 

S•t .\' COI'.~L.IS II '.itll l 
/l"f ,\ G.iR . ,11,,.1,,, 
( •1/ 1/ll/1/1 1111··''·' '111/,~ (.', ,, • 
mut,,. 

\ u , 1// .. 1/)/ 1\IW /1 .\.rl­
\ II , I til/ , If}"{. (( , ,II. n.b,,. 
( •11•1111111 1/·.l•.tl/111,. ( ·Ill· 

IIIII/ c. t. 

for gradu.d o\1-r-n·ntr;Jiiza tion 11hir h wi ll prO\'t' harmful 
in .1 1,1, t rounll'\' likt· India wi th i ~:, di\!'1'\t' rq~ionn l 
lll'l'd' ,1 11cl re<JIIir;' ll ii'II!S. rh b .\ rt icJto rrquin·~o, l'lTOil· 

~idn:t tion. 

Lik•· ;dnto. t a ll nwdcm con~titutions. the dr;.ft Consti­
tut ion nl lndi.1 prm idr~ for .1 body of Fund.lllll' lllal 
Rit,:lt h 11ith 11hich tiw ' ta tt· ;, not pr n 11ittcd to intcrfn<· 
,·xn·pt in tltc intcn·~ts of puhlir ordcr. mor:tlity or 
lwa lth. Tlw ri~hl\ thu~ inrorpor:t tr d qu.tr:ultt 'l' ront­
plt·t•· •·qu.1 lity to .t il thc ri ti7l'll\ :tnd in tlw pt·tuli:tr 
,cu ing t•f tiw rnun try it lll l':tn~ thc abolition of un­
tourlt:~hi lit y 11 hich for ag··~ ha, bt'!'ll tlw ~rc:t tt·s t rur~t · 

to I ndi.t. Tlw frccdom of ~prcrh and rxpn·~s ion and of 
.t,,ociat ion :tn · ;~ l,o guar:tntt·rd. :\long 11 ith this go tlw 
fn·t·dont of ron~c icnrc and thr right fn·rl>· to profess. 
pr.Hti~t· :tnd propag;llt' (IJW's rrli)!ion. Religious. 
ling-ui tir :wd cultural lllino,·itics arr frcc to t•stabli h 
:~nd m:tint:tin · ·dur:~tiontt l in~titutions of their r hoin· 
a nd an· cntitlcd to rrrriw qr:~nt >-in-a id from the 
(;," l'l'lllllt' lll. Lq.\i,f:tt ion to gil't' df',·rt to tlwsr rights 
.llld Ill puni'h thmt· who infringt· thl'lll i ~ within thl' 
' pt·r i.11 ju ri~dit tion of the Ccntrr and this g-i\TS to thr 
right ~ .111 dkrt iwnt·~, t·ntirrly inckpt·ntknt of thr 
odcl it it·, of .u1y p:ll'l irul:t r st:t tt· Gowrn lllt'nts. Finally . 
. 1:1 tl u·,,· right... .tn· rnforn•:tblr through Court~ of J ustin·. 

B,·,icJ.-, tht·" · jmtiri :~bk rights tlw Comtitution h:~ 

i"llt'd rl't't.lin direrti\'l's of t:ltl' Policy. It is obliqa tory 
IIJ>Pn .111 •ll\'l'l'llllll'tlls to :tdlwn· to thr m in th•·ir k qi,la­
tion .1nd .!d ntinistr:~tion . These dirrrti\'1·~ n,nfn on thl' 
ritill'lh tlw right to work. to :tn :tdt·qu.1t1• mc:tn. of 
li11 · liht~nd. t<' a '"nr•· cquit:tbk di'itributinn of \\'t':t lth. to 
,,., 111 it' .1 t,:;timt old ;1!!1' ;mel ~irknt·ss. to human!' rondi­
tit1lh 11f \\ork and tn frrl' priman · 1·dul'.ttion. Tlw list 
1n.1' lltll h,· quitt· :t~ cxh:tmtiv;. as th at found. for 
in,t.nll 1'. in tlw Constitution of the GlTnta n rZt·public 
hut all tlw s.\nlt'. it i suflir i,·ntly romprl'l1t·n in~ and 
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enable I ndi:-r to become :1 highly progn·~~'' l' modnn 
state. 

During th1· las t dl·radc tlwrr had bl·en :\ di,·idl·d 
opinion :-t s rrg:-trd ~ thl' for111 of cxcrutiw best ~uit1·d to 
conditions in I ndi:L \\' :-~ . it to lw till' p.rrli.lllll' IIU r~. 

In Retrospect 

Till' pro,·rswns rcl:ttin~ to the l'Xl'ITt~l' of judic i:~ l 

pO\\'l'r l'tNII'l' tlu· opna t ion 0f t Itt' R ulc nf L:1\\' and 
imp(/lt inl sy~t cm of justirl'. Lil-.1· :~ny ntlwr frdc-r:-t l s t :~tr, 

l n di:~, undcr the Ill'\\' Constitution. \\'ill lta\'l' a uprcm ' 
Court of its O\\'ll . JudgT~ :~n· .lppnintn l by tlw Prcsi­
cknt nf thl' L' nion l'\'l' ll in ti ll' r :1sc· of thc tate lli~h 

non-pa rliantl'ntary. or tlw "i~~ typr ? Tlw t'ontrmn ... y Court... . Tlwy l' njoy prnn:llll' ll\'l' t1f ll'lllll'l' :111d fixed 
is 1101\' srt :11 rr st. Tlw dr:~ft Constitution prm· i ck~ for a 
parli:~nwnt:~ry form of govnnment of tlw Briti~h typr 
undrr "'hirh tlw Pn·sidl'nt of thl' L' 11 ion :111d tlw 
Con-rnor!' of tatrs blTOllll' nomin:~l he:~d~ of the 
l'XlTUtiw "'hik rl'al :~ uthority \\'ill b1· l'Xt'n· i~~·d by tlwir 
Councils of ~lini~tlTS or Cabim·t. H1· "ill pr:ll ti1 .dlv 
rhoosl' th1· othn mini~ ll·r~. Tlw memhn~ of thl' C:-thinl't 
arr rrq uin·d to lw ll ll'lllbl'l's of thl'ir I'I'Spl'ctin· k~i.., b­

tun·~ and tlwir rl'sponsihili ty i~ of :1 colll'l'tiw char:rctn. 
All thrse ;~rc thr usu:-tl fl':-tturTs of a pa rli:ll tll'llt:IIY fonn 
of Gownlltll'llt n·produn·d in thl' draft Constitut ion. 
Thcrl' is ho\l'nTr orH· point of clill'nnH·l· IH't\\'lTll ti re 
Prrsiclcnt of thr Union :111d th1· ;on·rnor of :1 Stat!' 
Thl' Prn.idc·nt c:-t n lll'\'lT act inclqxnciC'IItly of ti ll' 
Cabinet \\'hilt · thl' Cnwrnor ca n do so 11 ndn rnt:rin 
ci 1Tli111St:1 1l ('C · ~. 

The· Pn ·sidcnt nf tlw l'ninn i ~ l'i1Ttc·d by till' lltc 'lllhcT<; 
of :1 11 l'l1·r tnr:d colll'gl' con.;i~ting of tlw ltll'tllhc·t of 
both l-l ousl'~ of tlw L'nion Parliatlll'llt :-r nd ti ll' d n ·lc'd 
llll'tllbns o f thl' lq!i~ l:ttun·~ of tiH· tall'S. l ie- ''ill thu.., 
n·pn·~1 ·n t both tiH· C1·ntn· :-t nd tlw p:-trt~ . I lc· hold~ hi' 
oRin· for li\·1· yl'.lr' . Till' dr:rft C:on~titution prcl\'iclc·, for 
t\\'O :~ltnn :rt iw llll'thnds of .lpnointing- tlw ConTnnr of 
a St:-ttl'. OtH' is c· lc·rtion hy till· p1·oplc· .r ncl thl' othc ·r. 
:~ppointnu·nt hy tlw Pn·siclc·nt of ti ll' L'ninn nnt of :1 
p:11ll' l nf fnur. chosc ·n hy thc· Sta te · Jc-gi, l:llun·. 

Thnc· is prn\'i, inn for till' rn·,id1·nt of tlw L' ninn 
l'Xl'l'rising c·xtraordin:-r ry j)O\\'l'I'S in tinw.; of c·nwre;c·m·,·. 

TIH' Cninn kgi..,Jatun· is hic:~ t ncTal. Tlw I lou" · of 
thr P1·oplc- n ·prc ·,l'llh thl' P1·nplc· :" :1 ''hole · ''!t ile· 
the· Council of St:-ttc ·~ n·pn·" ·nt- tlw unit... a ~ unit-. Tlw 
fir~t i~ dinTtly l'll·r tl'cl \\'hill' the llll'll thn, of tlw ,,., Plld 
- l'Xn·pt fiftl 'C'II \\ ho an · nnntin:~tc ·cl h\ the · Pn·, id1 ·11t 
:1 1'!' 1 hoo;c·n hy tlw c·lc ·c·tc ·d IIIC'IIthn.; of tlw \l:tlt ' lc ·o;::i, l.c­
tun·,. . tall' ll ·o;::i ... btun·.., 111:1\· hi' c·itlwr hie .IIIIC'r.d or 

unir :llnl'!'al. Exn·pt in n ·,p~ · c'l of 11con1T hill ... ho th 
1-lou.;,·, h:I\T c·qu:dit\· of :lllthorit \· :rnd dc ·:tdlod.,,, if any. 
a n · :;okc·cl throuo;::h joint >itting:.. 

Sum.111 II. I.\' ·.1 ,\1/'/ I I . I. 
,\I, m/;, r. ( ol/ •111/lt 111 • l 1· 
•• mMr. 

..,:d.rrin. In :rddit ion to di ... rlr.trgi ng tlw u~u :tl nrigi na l 

.tnd .tppl'!l. tll' fu nctilln' tlw Suprn tll' Court in lndi.t 
},,, , to gi\l· ih opinilln on any llt .t ttn rdnrnl to it hy 
tl w Pn· ... idc·nt. Tlwn· i' :tl..,o pro\ i ... inn for thr appoint­
ll ll 'llt of ad /we judgn .tlld for tlw .lttn rd:tllt'l' pf rctirl'd 
jud!!' '' fc.:t t ll rl'~ non·! to l ndi.1 tltouglt found d~c­
,,ltnl'. 

Tlw dr:rft C:onqitution tint' c rl'.ttc·, a ..,n\'C'n·ign dnno­
cr:rtil · I'I'[>Uhlic .1ncl ~ c ·rnn ·.., to it- riti/.1 '11\ -.cwi.tl . cTnnnll tir 
and pnlitic:d ju-.tin·. li l wrt~· of tlu•u .~llt. c·xprn.;inn :rnd 
\\'nr ... hip and l'ljll:dity c<f ' l.lt ll ~ .1 11d c1f opport nnity. 
( ;i, <'II l'llltditioll' of llc'.ll c· n ;tt 'lll:d .111d intc·rll:t l -=-­
tlll II ' i, c·\'1'1'\' prc" pc·c t tlt .tt tltld<'l' tlw IIC '\\ Cnn.., tit ution , 
I nd i.t "'ill lw i11 .1 pc,...iti~<n tn tn.tk1 · r.rprd progn·'' in 
tltc· ll 'l'OI"tnu ti1111 11f lwr ll.ttinn.d lilc-. S111111 ' lll:t)' 
I'C 'III.ll k tlt.tt tlww j.., not 11 111c It tit . II i ... " ' i ~ in:tl i11 tl w 
dr:1ft Con, titution :tlld tlt.tt .tl111m t ,.,,.,., ptmi ... ion in it 
lt. l' hc '<' ll horro\\C 'd f1 o111 otl t• 1 1 " " ' titutinu... or ftnllt tlw 
(;II\C'I'IIIII<'IIt 11f (ndi.l ,\ c t nf 111 :-1. ' J Jr i\ \ ltll\\ \ lll<'rf'iy 
tlw 1 .t t l ~eolic it\ of tlw nntlook nf tlw ft.tllll'l'\ 11f tlw 

Cnll .., ti t ctti~<ll .1 11d tlw 1.11 ~1 · .llllllllllt of trutlt 1 "llt:tilwd in 
tlw \\ i"· " ''" '!'\ .c ti"ll llt. cdc· II\· l't of,·.....,or :-.1. 11 [ .ntd . " I [ow 
litn it1 ·d :dtn .til i' tlw 1111111.111 ll tind in ... n f.c r : 1 ~ tlw 
I J'l ',ilillt.: of C'W'IIti ,dl\' Ill ' \\ poli tit :d p.tl tl' l'll\ I~ 
( Cl ll('l'l'lll'd". 
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In Retrospect 

THE PROBLEM OF REFUGEES 
MEHR CHAND KHANNA 

0 :-\ .Jnllt' '1, 191 7, "·" ,trlllllliiHt'd ti ll' B1 iti,l1 Ct!\.t'lll­
lnrnt \ l'l.1n lor thr tr.ln\fn of jllll\1'1 to .1 d11 ltkd 

r ndi.l. \\'ith ~ll ' ,l t n lw t.llll l' till' Colli.,: It '\\ ch idl·d to 

a~l''' ' 111 tl w p1opm.tl' 1om i1u ··d th.1t .1111 .tltl'l'­
n.ttill· 1 oul\t' 111i~ht ht· 1'\l'n \IOI \1', ' I ht ' Pilll\111' of 
l'.1hi\l. lll \l't'UII'd to Ill' drtl·rrnilll'd to hold up .111 pro~"·'~ 

11rrtil tlw dl'lrrand fot .1 ~rp.1 r;tlt ' ~ l u, l i 111 St.llt' "·"ron­

' t·dnl. Corrtnllrn.rl hittnlll'•' "·" in tlw ·'"' nd.rnt . 
\'it ioll\ riot ' '"'" ' hrr.tl.in~ out in ,, 1 i1tlt· of lt·t.tli.ttion 
.IIHI, ollnlt·t· rt ·t.di.ltiotr. llw mntimll'd lll l'\t'lll l' of thr 
thi1 d Jl.lll) 1\ ·'' a ' eHII'e I ' nf d.lll)-:1'1'. In ~til It 
,·in""" '·"" ,.,, 1lw Con~n·" frlt th.rt the· 11C'~ t 
irrll'l' '' t' of till' lnllllll\ 1\0IIId hr \1'1\ l'd il j>0\11'1' rallll' 
to l11di.ttt lr.tlld' 1'\'t'll :rt tilt' 1 <ht of p.rrtition. It thou~ht 
th.tl till' lnrr11.tlio11 ol P.tl.i,l.lll 111i~h1 lll'lp thing~ 10 
~rttl• · Jll'.ttl'lullv and till' lltinoritir' in th1· lndi:-rn L'nion 
.tml P.t l.i, t.llt '"nrld h,t\'1' t ' IIOU~h ,,,frgu.ml' to rnahk 
tlrl'lll to lr;td tlll'ir li1 1' \ undi,turhrd. 

l .. ttl'l' t'\ ''"''· ullfPilllll.ltl'ly. hrlit·d tlw ~ ·-.: pt·r t :-rt ions 
''' till' Cort~ll'"· In ordrr to f::.rin :1 politir:-rl :rd1 .1111:1~1', 
till' ~JII,Iitn l.t ·,l~llr :tdoptl'd 1.111ir' thl' I'I'Mtlt of ll'hirh 
\1',1\ In llt',tlt ' ,, ftTiill~ of ill,t'lllrity :1nd hittnnr~o~ in thr 
lu .11 1' of till' ll i11du' .111d tilt' Sil.h' rr,icl in~ 11 ithin thl' 
ll'l'lilnl\ nl l'.tl.i, l.ll l. !11 thr ll':rkt· of JW'Iitioll .. 1 1\ :l \t ' of 

l\ o11 t\1 11•11111 lt /11.~"' ,/lt,l/1111,~ 11,1/1/ .11 Al ll:.llf.n .~. ll f, o/,111111/. 

violnu I' .1nd e omrnun:-r l fn·nzy Sll'l'Jll mrr thl' Punjab 
and ~. \\'.1.-. P. n·~ult ing in indisrriminatt' murdrr, ar on 
.111d plunda on :1 11 unprrrrdrntrd \rail'. \\'hrn life lw­
e ·""' ' :dtoge·thrr un,,1f1· in Pakio,tan. tltr I lindu' :111d the 
Sikh, had no rltoirr hut to lra\l· thrir homrs and comt· 
0\ rr to I ndi.r ,,, quirk ! ~· a~ thn· could. Tlw 1.pontancous 
tr:-rn,frr of population rl'arhrd such proportion' that the 
Gm e-rnutrnt drr idrd to rrr.llt' a :\lili t:ll'y E1 aruation 
Organization to takr rhargr of the mass migntion and 
to rfl'rrt a pl:tnrwd transfer of population. I lundrcd. 
of thousand~ of rrfugrrs wcrr e1·aruatrd by rail, by road 
or oy air. Thry wrn· givrn prottTtion fmrn predatory 
ur.~r.IUdrr' and ga n~ of rornnrunal rnurdr rrrs. The 
Organization carrird out a stuprndous task with extra­
ordinary rffirirnry and irna()'ination. Its timely services 
w1·n· grr:-rt ly apprt'riatrd by the ref ugrcs and the Gov­
rrnmnH of India rarnrd thrir gratitude for this help. 

Hounded from Paki~tan , uprooted from their homes 
and work. six and a half million rdu()'rcs poured into 
thr Indian nron. Thl')' fdt dazed and bewildered by 
till' ~hock of rvrnts. 

Almo. t owrnight lift· was rornplrtdy rhangcd for 
tlwrn. A largr numbrr found food and lwltrr in the 
various n·fugn· ramps run by tlw Gmrrnm1·nt. ~!any 
found rrfugt· with thrir friends and rdativcs. Living 
on thr dole· and proving a hurdrn to orw's f rirnd and 
~·:latiw~ i not at all to the liking of thrsr proud peoplr. 
I ht'\' want thl' lltTr~sary pniod of r1·lirf to be rcdurrd 
to thr minimum :-rnd rxprrt Go\'i'rnnrrnt to devise 
wav~ :~nd IIH'ans by which thl'y ran . tand on their own 
~~:~ · t . l'arn thr ir own living and haw thrir own homrs . 
. 'hi' ~I'Oplr in thr ramps frt't for I:H'k of work and frc l 
llliJ> •• IIwnt at tlw valuablr tin~t · !win!! waq 1·d. ThosL' 
nllhldt· "ho haw h · ·r1 11 . · · e • a) t to s:-rvr sornr mont'\' ran not 
,,.,. '' ith nJU"n'1 ·1 11 1 · · 

. " fill Y :1 t ll'tr n·sourrr~ bring slowly 
fnt trn·d all':ry and l':llrn up for lark of opportunitv to 
fll.lkr :Jdt·quatr inwstnwnts. oon. thn· fn-1. tlwir .last 
pt·nm· 11 ill lw sprnt ... d 1 h .' · .. n t It'll t ry 11 rll lo~t· whatrvcr 
~lopr t~w:· havr of q:-rrting life arww. Thr rrfugn' 
llldu\lrrah~t who 1 ·a . · · 1' s ru nnrng m:~ny ronrnns before 
tht· lr.t(!rch owrtook hir11 f 1 · · . t'l' ' llll(l:ltll·nt :11 tlw drby. 
h·~ t h" pn·rious liulr rapital lw wastt·d. The 
flltddlr-rla,~ fre·l in , b . . .trun· :1 out tlw futun· of thrir 
1 hddrn1 rf tilt' J>r ·~ .111 I 1 1 u nrm P oynwn t ron 1 in ur for long. 



To the refugee the pace of rehabilitation appears 
slow. It is his complaint that the formulation by the 
Government of a broad outline of its plan for rehabilita­
tion has too long been delayed. An ordinary refugee 
cannot understand the delay in the functioning of the 
Government. To him every delay means Government 
red tape. He cannot but remember the quick 
constructions that sprang up during the war and he 
wonders why things cannot move with the same speed 
now in an emergency no way lesser than that of war. 

One· can understand the impatience of the refugee 
who has suffered and has lost his all. The delay 
in his resettlement creates uncertainty and unrest in him. 
The problem of rehabilitation, however, is so vast and 
complex that with the best of efforts, it must take 
some time for its solution. 

Quick and simple solutions need not necessarily be 
right and lasting ones. Sometimes a step which may· 
give immediate resul~ may ultimately create more 
difficulties than it solves. There is a clamour for the 
indiscriminate building of cheap, very short term mud 
houses. As a measure of relief to the refugee from the 
inconvenience and hardship of living in canvas tents, 
there is much .to be said for it. But as a means of 
permanent rehabilitation of refugees, the wisdom of 
such efforts is doubtful. Such temporary measures 
cannot remove the feeling of uncertainty in the minds 
of the refugees. Unless he has a home and a job of his 
own and an assurance of permanent settlement, he can-

RAJAJl (Continued from page 23) 
coffee. And get to learn to live without fresh air. You 
will find it is not so necessary." I discovered in jail that 
his advice was sound. 

Rajaji also became the interpreter of Gandhiji's 
political principles. When Gandhiji was in jail in 
1921, .a great controversy arose between the "Pro­
Changers" and the "No-Changers", between those who 
wanted to go to the Legislative Assembly and those who 
wanted to continue Gandhiji's non-cooperation move­
ment. Rajaji led the latter and won against such 
stalwarts as the late Pandit Motilal Nehru and 
the late Deshbandhu Das. His stock rose suddenly. 
He became the General Secretary of the Congress; he 
was a member of the Working Committee from that 
time until1942, when he went out of the fold because of 
serious differences. 

"lnl Retrospecil 

not [l'el rooted in the soil, of being an intrgrnl 
part of the new State. 

The problem of 'housing the · rdu~cs is difficult 
and urgent. The short supply of essentials is holding up 
progress in the building of houses. An adt•quate housing 
programme must envisage fairly comfortable and wdl· 
built houses. It is necessary to pursue schemes of 
suburban development, the establishment of new cities 
and townships and the development of new plots for 
the rehabilitation of urban refugees. While planning 
these townships and new suburban dt•vclopmrnts it will 
be necessary to provide enough industrial and other. 
productive activity to give employment to the residents. 

What is needed, then, is an early formulation of 
Government plans for rehabilitation . The first stt•p is 
the dispersal polky which must be based on the 
rapacity of rae h area to absorb them. The Provincial 
and State Governments at the same time must come out 
with the outlines of their rehabilitation plans. Every 
encouragement will have to be given to refugees to learn 
new vocations and get training which will enable them 
to fit into the economy of their new homeland. 
The plans for housing will have to be integrated to the 
plan of industrial development and increase of pro­
duction. 

In the course of time, these unfortunate countrymt•n 
of ours will be able to contribute thdr best to 
the progress and we If are of the country provided 
an imaginative policy is followed with drive . 11nd 
dctcrmina tion. 

He has the courage of his convictions. The 
fatoful year, 1942, proved it. India was seething 
with the preparations for the August Revolution. "Quit 
India" was ·in the air.' The Congress had derided not 
to aid Britain in World War II. Rajaji was oppoiK-d · 
to all this. He pbdcd for caution, advocated the 
granting of the prinriple of Pakistan in the interest of 
communal harmony, tric\1 to show the justness of the 
war, and thus antagonised most of his colleagues and · 
burnt his political bo!t.ts. Rajaji stayed out while 
his erstwhile co-workcis rotted behind prison bars; and 
while others worked .underground,. He went into . 
political exile. · 

He came ba~k in 1946, a~d sho;,cd a touch of 
Richclieu. He was taken as ~ minister in 'Free India's . 
first 9Dvemment; anCI now he :holds the posiiion w~icb . 
was once hel4 by ~ arren Hastingil, · 
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INDIAN HISTORY AS IT SHOULD BE 
K. M. PANIKKAil. 

HE decision of the Government of India to T establish a Commission of impartial schol~rs to 
write a detailed and authoritative history of Ind1a has 
been welcomed by all thinking men. Why has such a 
Commission been found necessary? Why is it that 
there has been an almost universal demand in India 
for a rewriting of our history? It is wellknown that 
the Hindus as a people never attached importance to 
history as a branch of studies or as department of 
literature. The traditions embodied in the Puranas 
and the I tihasas are undoubtedly historical, as 
it is claimed. V amsavalis or dynastic annals arc a part 
of the Puranas but the absence of any chronological 
sense or order ~nd the process of reductions to which 
they have been subjected at different times pl~ce .the 
Puranas definitely outside the category of h1Stor~cal 
literature. The Muslim historians start their narratives, 
so far as they relate to India, with the raids of Mahmud 
of Gazni and while their chronicles are undoubtedly 
valuable ' they are limited in interest, partial in their 
approach, and useless when they relate to the Hin~us 
or to the life of the common people. The early Enghsh 
historians of India based their studies mainly on the 
Muslim chroniclers and their approach, naturally, was 
to treat the Period of Warring States which preceded 
the British Rule as a suitable prelude to their own 

greatness. 

It is only during the last fifty years that a proper 
approach to Indian history has become possible. The 
devoted labour of numerous foreign scholars in decipher­
ing ancient scripts and the interest of the British 
Government in India, in the collection, preservation and 
editing of epigraphical and archaeological records and 
the researches o£ eminent historians into the literatures 
ef other countries helped to unfold a continuous picture 
o£ I ndin through the ngl's. The process was gradual. 
The first and most important step in this connection was 
the identification of Sandrocottus of the Greek historians 
as Chandraguptn the Maurya. That gave Indian 
history a basic date from which it was possible to work 
backwards and forwards. The deciphering of the 
Asoknn inscriptions =nthroned that monarch whose 
name had bt"rn expunged from the V amsavalis in the 
pantheon of Indian history. Gradually, the develop­
ment of Buddhism, collated with difficulty from the 

literatures of other countries, fell into perspective. With 
the discovery of Harishena's inscription, we began to 
share in the glory of the Imperial Guptas. Slowly the 
gaps were filled up by the research of numerous scholars 
working in different parts of India, bringing to light 
new inscriptions, coins, relics of forgotten dynasties, 
endowments of pious donors. 

Today, though there are notable gaR~ iJ!. our know­
ledge and not a few unsolved riddles,_ it can be, legiti­
mately said that the pattern elf. India's story is now 
clear. We can trace the g!'Dwtlr of the Indian mind 
frum the days of Mab.~njodaro to our own times and 
every Indian can feel himself the inheritor of 5000 
years of civilization. But the story has ·DP! yet been 
told. The integration of Indian historical knowledge 
has not yet been attempted and therefore in spite of the 
immensity of the material and to some extent as a 
result of it, we have no history of India which satisfies 
us or gives us a true picture of our evolution. 

There have been some half-hearted attempts by 
European scholars, notably the Cambridge History 
of India, to utilize the available material and 
present a picture of India's past. But they started 
with two handicaps. In the first place, all European 
historians suffer from the idea that nothing important 
or original could have come from India itself and it 
is a part of their duty to find a European origin for 
things of"value which somehow came to exist in India. 
Secondly, they have the idea firmly implanted in them 
that Indian history falls into different periods, water­
tight compartments which can be treated separately. 
Hence the old division of history into Hindu, Muslim 
and British periods, forgetting the essential fact that, 
in regard to India, dynastic history counts for little 
and the evolution of the people, the growth of their 
thought and civilization, was independent of dynasties. 
To the European historians Alexander's raid was more 
important than the rise of Chandragupta imd the 
Seleucids living in distant Bactria (to whom the Cam· 
bridge History of India devotes so disproportionate 
a space) were more important than the Maurya Empire. 
Also the European historians in India had no sympathy 
for understanding of Indian art or literature. Dr. Vin· 
cent Smith, who was the first English historian to at· 
tempt a connected and readable history of India in 
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one volume, was responsible for so strange a statement 
as that after the Gupta period Indian sculpture became 
degenerate! 

The treatment of the period of British rule in India, 
covering actually not more than a hundred and fifty 
yean, has been the most curious feature of Indian 
historical writing. The Cambridge History of India 
devotes two volumes to a minute chronicling of the 
heroic deeds of British generals and the wise statesman­
ship of Viceroys and Governors-General. In all this the 
Indian text book writers merely echoed the judgment of 
European scholars. The recent Advanced Text Book 
of Indian History by three distinguished Indian 
scholan has allocated over 500 out of its 1100 pages to 
a description of the 150 years of British rule and the 
whole of Indian history up to the Regulating Act is 
dealt with in the rest. 

It was the late K. P. Jayaswal who introduced into 
Indian History a new and national attitude. His 
Hindu Polity took the whole of Hindu history in one 
sweep and provided it with a background. R: D. 
Bannerji's Benares lectures on the Guptas demonstrated 
the new method of using archaeological and epigraphic 
records. The work of a distinguished school of 
historians in South India, especially Dr. S. Krishna­
Swamy Aiyangar and Professor K. A. Nilakanta Sastri, 
explained the national importance of South India's 
contribution to India's · histoiY-' Nor can the work of 
scholan like Father Hcras and hi~ disciples be forgotten 
in the interpretacion of Pallava, cHalukya and Vijaya-

. ,·no 
nagar history. · ~ 

. fl. 

Also the work of recovering Indian· history c~nnot be 
considered solely from the point of view of inscri~tions, 
coins and excavations. The discovery of Kau!ilya's 
Arthasastra is a significant date for us. It is ~·this 
work which made it possible for us to understand the 
continuity of Indian administration, the structure of 
our political institutions and the ideas behind our 
statesmen of ancient times. The monumental work of 
Dr. Kane on Hindu Dharmasastras has opened the 
way for a study of Hindu social concepts through the 
ages; and the steady work of lndologists everywhere in 
editing old manuscripts, fixing the dates of authors and 
generally filling up the gaps of our literary history is 
also an important aspect of this work. 

With so much material available for study, and with 
so long a period to cover, the writing of Indian history 
is indeed a task of gigantic magnitude. Giblxm's 
Decline and Fall coven only a thousand years; 
Ranke's History of the Papacy coven 1800 years and 
is naturally restricted in scope. The only true compar-

Rewriting .tndiM .. Historyl 

ison which a comprehensive history of India can bear 
is to a history of European civilization taking within 
its range not merely the political history of Europe from 
the earliest beginnings in Greece but also the social, 
religious and economic dcvdopments during this whole 
period. The position, however, is complt•x. The 
history of European colonial expansion, for instance, is 
hardly five hundred yean old, while recordt·d Indian 
colonial history, now available to us, covers over one 
thousand years. And when it comes to rdigious history 
the story of the Christian sects in Europe, no doubt 
extremely complicated, is plain and straightforward, 
compared with the numerous schools of Buddhism which 
once prevailed in India, with the varirtit·s of Jninism 
which are still flourishing, not to speak of the luxuriant 
growth of Hindu sectarian dortrincs from the time of 
the Buddha to that of Dayananda Saraswati. 

Thus the writing of an authoritative and rompn·hrn• 
sive history of India is a stupendous task which can be 
undertaken only by a team of scholars each one of 
whom is not only a specialist in his field but is gifted 
with sufficient. imagination to sec in his own mind the 
pattern in its entirety. Essentially, therefore, what we 
have 'tci achieve, in the first place, is a sense of perspect­
ive, by which each period, each region and each develop· 
ment, either in thought, in material advancement or in 
the arts finds its place. To do this we have to unlearn a 
great. deal, for no one would deny that historical thought 
in India during the last fifty years, owing to its compart­
mentalization, is extremely lopsided. 

GOLDEN AGE, A MYTH 

In order to establish a correct perspective it is also 
necessary to eradicate from our minds evrry vestige of 
the view, cherished by many, that a golden age 
flourished i~ our past or the equally absurd doctrine 
that our history is a record of uniform progress. 
No free or vigorous nation ever looks baek to the past 
as a golden age. The doctrine of the golden age is a 
manifestation of escapism for a people whose present 
affords them no hope. German people, before their 
unification by Bismark, used to speak of the age of 
Frederick Barbarossa as their golden age. The Portu­
guese of today look upon the period of Dom Manuel, 
when they held half the world in fcc, as a golden aw. 
It has been customary for Indian writ~rs of late to look 
upon the Gupta Age in this light. But in what sense 
is the reign of the Guptas a golden age in Indian 
history? True, the Hindus of that time were a vigorous, 
adventurous and dynamic people. They had successfully 
driven out the forcigncn, eliminated the exotic influt·nces 
which had left their mark on Indian life, spread 
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thrm,.·lws far and widr across the ocean .aqd generally 
built up a state syst1'm which brought peace and prosper­
ity to thr land .. The art and architecture of the period 
show a vigorous manliness, a noble conception of beauty, 
ari urgr for self-expression which comes to a people 
only. in times of greatness. The Gupta literature 
was also able to capture and give expression to a sense 
of gracious beauty,· to conrrive .and carry out a 'bold 
redaction of the epics, the P.uranas and other ancient 
literature, and generally convey to themselves and to 
posterity a sense of vitality, stateliness and .achievement 

, , All this is. true. But surrly, India in the 3rd and the 
4th (·,•nturirs was in no sense the paradise that people 
now imagine it to be, any more than China was under 
the T'angs, Englan9 in the age of Elizabeth or Fr~nce in 
the time of Louis XIV. The condition of the common 
people was miserable. Slavery was tbe basis on which 
thc economic life of the country flourished. Caste 
restrictions were rigid and in fact it would seem that 
reaction was in the ascendant. A closer examination 
of every one of the so-railed golden ages in history will 
prove the same fact. No one would exchange his life to­
day in order to live in the reign of Augustus, Chandra­
gupta Vikramaditya, Elizabeth or Louis XIV. We have 
to rerognizc, while viewing with pride .the achievement 
of our people in great periods, that the doctrine of a 
golden age is a myth. 

Tht•re is one other pitfall which the writers of national 
histories have to avoid: and that is to view history as a 
departmrnt of national apologrtirs. The temptation 
of a patriotk historian to sec the hand of God in the 
evolution of his own people is indeed great. From 
Thurydidt•s to Herbert Fisher few have been able to 
rt•sist it. In a smse, the Anglo-Indian historians have 
been the worst oO:<•ndcrs in this matter. After the first 
days of partisan historians, India has been. flooded with 
historieal writings whose one object would seem to be 
to i<~stify every artion of the British authorities in India,· 
to gloss over what they cannot justify and, what was 
wm~c, to blacken all characters and misrepresent all 
11\0Vl'ments hostil<• to British power in India. From 
William Huntt•r and Alfred Lyall to the tribe of 
Dodwl'!ls, Vincent Smiths and Robrrtscs, the progress 
has ~ern .continuous .. Nor have we been wholly inno­
cent m tim mattrr. Th~ history of the Great Rebellion 
th~ abortil'r wnr of ind,•prndrnre, as written by Vinayak 
Savarkat\ and tlw justifimtion of the Peshwas which 
startt•d with thr <'nthusiasts of the Poona School provide 
t•xamples whkh an· illuminating. History rcquires 
. 'fi . 1 no 
Justt ratton. 1tr good and the bad are equally parts 
of it and nt'<·d no whitewashing. 

The only proper approach to the history of a living 
people is to treat it as a co~tinuing progress. The es­
sential assumption of history is that it portrays a com­
mon social and cultural heritage. Without such a 
community of interest, history can hav~ no meaning. 
That common social and cultural heritage is strongest 
in the case of single peoples and is less evident but 
effective in· the case of continuous groups of nations. 
A history of England or France represents a stronger 
unity of national culture and therefore the heritage it 
represents is of a wider range extending practically to 
all aspects of life. It would also not be incorrect to 
speak of a history of Europe for there is a European 
heritage but naturally its range is less extensive. The 
fact is however clear that without a common tradition, 
without a social heritage shared by all, without a 
continuous process of evolution in its institutions, 
whether it be of decay or growth, there can be no 
proper history. No one can deny that there is in India 
a continuous tradition going back to Mahenjodaro 
and the Indus Valley civilization for there we see in 
unmistakable form the dominant figure of Siva and the 
vital figure of the Devi and the peaceful image of the 
Yogi in contemplation. The Vedic Suktas are still 
chanted in India and the ceremonies prescribed still 
performed. The questions that were put to the 
Rishis in the Upanishads are still being discussed and 
a?swered and the religious thought of India today is as 
dtrectly related to the teachings of the Upanishads as 
at any previous time. So far as our social heritage is 
c~ncerned, from the Himalayas to Cape Comorin, the 
rttuals and the ceremonies under which the Indian 
people live, though modified greatly by the impact of 
other cultures and by the material process of growth 
and decay, are in essentials not different from what the 
Dharmasastras laid down many centuries before Christ. 
It is the interpretation of this great heritage its growth 
modification and persistence through the age; that repre~ 
sents the .true su.bstance of Indian history. It is only 
by ~ conttnuous mterpretation and renovation that this 
hentage has been maintained. 

India h~ now been integrated into a single state 
and the umty of her social tradition is now reflected 
~fter many cen~uries, in political unity also. The tim~ 
... there.fore su~table for a reinterpretation of India's 
htstory m the light of the efforts of the Indian people 
thro~gh the ages to maintain her individual life and her 
und.ymg quest for political unity. That is the duty 
Indta expect~ h«;r historians to do today and let us 
hope that they Wtll not fail in this supremely important 
task. . 
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CULTURAL RE AI FREb I I L\ 
KALIDAS NAG 

FREED ~ I of India i-. the inc\'itahk <nmt'<j lH'IHe of 
hl' r 'Piritll:t l lilw r.ttion .1nd cultu ral n ·n.1i ~ann·. l'lu· 

or topu~ of ronrpet rtl\'t' roloni.di 111 sa\\' lndi:t prm tr.ttt· 
in tht· nr id-ei~httTilth 1 t · ntur~ on tlw fidel -. of Pl.l'-'t' \ 
and P.tnipat ( 17) 7- 176 1). \\',· n ·nwrnhn our dekah 
and thl'ir tr,tt•ir t 'O II>t ·qut· n<T~. But \\ C for~l' l th.t t our 
\' i ll a~e ~ai nt. Ra111pra-.ad of :\orth l ndi.t. :tnd our rll:t\ h'l' 
llllhir ia n. T\'a~a raj.t of outh l ndi :1 . (i,·t·d .t nd \\ orkrd 
for our ~pi ri tu:~ l t ' ll l:l nrip:~ t i on t'\'t' ll in thmc ~ loo 11 r int 

of d:l\'~. 

Abou t . 1 n ·ntury bt·fon· Pl:t \~t·y \I t' fi 11d lh ra hikolt. 
tlw phifo,nplw r prin< t' of ~l ughal India. tra mla tin~ tl w 

amkrit L' pani-.had-. in to PtT-.ia n. unfolding the t'ltTn.d 
tn·a-.un ·-. of ll indui-.rrr :tnd 1-.l:tnr. To\\ ,trd~ the end 
of the t·ighllT nth n ·ntury \I t' fi nd Ra nu.rohan Roy 
( 177 18:tl). :l tll·nrpting to bring L'pani-. hadir 
H indui-.nr nnd I.I:~ nr into :1 S\'nthe-. i~ of C nit.t ri.tni-. rrt 
' YII thofi, ed in his fi~ t puhlisht·d \\'Ork-. T oufal -ul - .\f u­

;,·nhhndin ( 18fl:i ) . Ranu rroh:t n \\':t\ tlw fir'> I 'l 't'l' of 
rnodn n A-. ia. if not of tlw nrodnn " oriel. \\'ho rnadt· 
piorwn :tllt'll l(ll' to n Tonri lt- tht· dognr.rtir rnn tr:1clit­
tion-. of 1-I indui'lll . (, l.t rr t and Chri,tianity ;111d to 1." tlw 
foundati<Hl ' of :1 Chu rrh L' ni\'nsa l. ((,· r ha rnpion('(( tlw 
r.Hr,t· nl th t· d t·pn·,-.ed \\'OJ11.111hood and of tl w do\\' 11 -
troddr n :~nd t·xploited 1 r ol s of I ndi.1 . \\·,. lr nd hi111 

:d,o rh .unpio11in~ f rn ·dnlll of tlw pn·" .111d tlw 1 · " ' ' ' '' 

of Turkt ·~· a nd I rl'land as "'"' ' a s of tlw lndt·pt·nclc-nt ,. 
of L. ttin .\ rrwrir:1 .1~:1 i n~t p.llli -. h tyr.tnn,· ( 1 itf, Fdin ­
lnu !!h .\fa~a ;i111 . . t ptn nlwr. 182.\. ) . .Jne rn ~ lk nth.tn l 
~nTted Rarnrnnh.t n :I'- tlw "intt·mt·ly adnrin·d .1ncl 
d t · :~ rk lw iO\ ,·d w ll.tbora tor in the \tT\'ict· of rn,rnkind" . 
R:tntntoh:ln RO\ \1':1\. in fat 1. tlw \Tri tahlt- ~ fornin~ Star 

11f tlw .\ ,i.lll n·n:11".11 H t .tnd tiH F.tt lu r ol ~ l ndt 111 
l ndi.a. \\·,. hnd in hi' \\ nrk' .111 n tr.1nrdin.11\ l. 11 nili .llit \ 
\\'ith .tnd fu , inn nf l lind11 l ' ni t. tri.1ni,1n. l'n , i.ll r rm ' tl 
1 i-.rn .\ r.1h ll ronntlwi, nr. Chr i\li. tn t·thit ' · Chint .,. . 
ph i lmoph~ .1ncl tlw pro~ 11 ·"i" · " it· nt ili t tlrnu~lrt ol tlw 
Ot cidt· rtt. 

In tht· M't om l qu.lrt l'l' ol tl rt · nint·tt ·t·ntlr c t'll l\1 1' m · 

notict· tl w .tch t·nt t>f tlr t· 1111 .d "" ' tir S11 '1' ICtlll. lk ri , hn.t. 
~Lidfru,ud.tn l>utt " itl r ft i, (lilt tit r..:• niu' .tnd H.11tkir 11 

Ch.llldr.t Ch.lttt·r ji tl w '" ' ' tlt ',lti\ t' (1111\1'-\\ Jit t r .tnd 
tlw irn r11ort.d .1 ut hor 11f " \ '.tndt ~ l. lt .t r . tlll" . II i' <.tori•·' 
.tnd IOII l.llll ,., fc111111'd .t llt'l\ !!' '" ' 111 litt ·r.ll lllt ' \\ llitlr 
thrnut:h tr.lll , l.lti tHl\ .llll l .td.tpt. ttioll' ' tinnd.1lt d tlu 
l.!f! l\\ th nf rnn' t nf tl rt (11 11'-: ll '"i" IIIPdt 111 litt r. ttlll t'' ol 

Rl'll.t 't t' ll t l ncl i.1. 

In tlu· thir cl qu.11 lt r nf tl w ni r11 lt t nth tt ' ll ll ll \ 
lbhindr.Jn.ltlt '1'.1 r..:on · .tppt .111 d 1111 fili i 1 ult ur.tl IH II IIt•ll 
,111cl ( Oll tilltll'cl to \ (It'd tilt' (II \ ( II of l1 i-. I It ,tli\ I ' t.:t' llil h 
!1\ t'l tlw n lli n· litl'l. ll \ .t nd .tl ti, tit lifo· 11f l ndi.t :t lld tl11 
1\ 0 rfcl . f ft. \1,1\ 111! 11 1' tl1.111 .111 indl \ id11 .tl l'l 11111' : 
ICthind r.l n.lth in l.ut \\.t .•11 ' " ' tittrti1111 'i ruli t .tl inl' 
tlw 1 b in" of ll.t tion.di' '" ·" \I t'll ·" of intt rn.ttitll l.di" ll 
In thl' .tl>.,.lltt' of ll .tt inn.d r..:c•\ t'lll llltll l. lw lr. tcl to 
, llfl t I in hi\ I ,II h I ,( Il l I 11 0111 IJI i\ .ttioll' of I\ I I\ \Ill t 
ho tlr in ll l.tlt 1 :.tl t q uip11 11 11 1\ .tnd in lll lll l.t ll II' 1\l tll llt I: 
' till . t'\1 '1' proud of l1i ' .tllt •·-.t• .tl lwr it.t t:t . ICthind r.lll.t lll 
11 fu" ·d tl w p.lt roni, int: .t iel of .1 11 .drt 11 {!11\ t ll llllt 111 .tnd 
t!Ll '-(ll'd tlw lr.tlld of ~ l.d l.lt ll t .t ( o.t11dl1i \1 l111 1 .III II' to 

fulfil tht· pru t\ cln·.11 n .tncl '' ' '' lt cl lr irn ·" ''( ;urudt '". 

·1 hmt \•. Ito pn ·tt nd tt • ic now tl 11 profcllll lcl \\ lllp.tth\' 
" hie h ~ l.th.ttr n, t j i fl'!t for tlu , ,., i' .tl of lndi .a n C ult un·. 

1/lurtra loon 
RAM ENDRANATH CHAICRAVORTY 
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r•pccially of the Arts and Crafts of India, should 
remember how lovingly he called to his side the re· 
nowm·d artist, Na~dalal Bose, from Dr. Tagore's Art 
Academy, to help him whenever wanted. The im· 
mortal music and songs of Tagore were treasured by 
Mahatmaji till the last days and he felt that those 
things, conveyed adequately to the neglected millions 
of our rural population, would bring about a new 
spiritual awakening and a wider cultural revival in the 
ncar future. With Rabindranath and Mahatmaji illumi­
nating our path w~ felt confident that freedom wa.• 
bound to come to .our people, and, in fart, to all the 
t·nslavcd and oppressed nations of the world. The 
'Poet-laureate of Asia' was also the musical prophl't of 
our freedom and though Tagorc could noi survive the 
shock of the scrond world war, Mahatma Gandhi, as 
the Father of Indian lndt•pendenrc, came to fulfil his 
drt•am and handed over the sacred torch to his 
generation. He taught us to consider freedom not only 
as a privikgc for the ft•w but as the birthright of all 
inrluding the 'lowliest and the lost', as sung by Tagore 
in his Gita11jali, 

II 
Thus while reaching the peak of our cultural rcnais· 

sanrc in the age of Tagore and Gandhi, we citizens of 
Free India must organize and mobilize our educational 
and cultural resources so that our teeming millions, 
toiling silt·ntly and patiently through centuries in our 
hills and fort·sts, firlds and factories, grow up in the 
full consciousness of their grand cultural heritage. 

Our accumulated cultural assets arc enormous in 
quantity and of superb quality. We must now have a 
regular National Planning for mobilizing and utilizing 
those assets for the benefit of the entire nation as well 
Ill! of other friendly nations of the world. Historicall¥ 
and geographically placed in the heart of Asia, we 
Indians are probably predestined to compile and· co­
ordinate the cultural treasures of India and the Orient 
into a grand Encyclopaedia Asiana. 
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Rural India, neglected for centuries, still cherishes in 
obscure corners invaluable gems of unwritten literature 
aud un-recorded music in the form of folk tales, ballads, 
plays, pantomimes, dances and other forms of folk art 
which should now be thoroughly explored and conserved 
through a National Academy of Folk Culture and 
Museum of Man under the direction of a body of 

rxprrts. 

The higher type of music, both vocal and instru­
mental, must find its haven in our National Con­
servatory of music, drama and allied arts. In fact 
UNESCO is now lending its active support to the 
expansion of mass education through its encouragement 
of the national theatre movement. 

Turning from education through the ear to education 
through the eyes, we should develop a Central Institute 
of Audiovisual education, co-ordinating all the latest 
scientific research and discovery in the domain of 
sound film technique, radio and other media 
so effectively used by Soviet Russia in the quick liqui­
dation of illiteracy. This great work of artistic and 
cultural education will be worthily supplemented by 
developing soon our projected National Museum, our 
central and regional galleries of Fine Arts as well as 
our National Portrait Galleries. 

To attend to all these pressing nation building pro· 
blems we should have a special Ministry of National 
Art and Culture to perform the same responsible func­
tions as UNESCO is doing for the United 
Nations. The work that Free India will do now 
will be taken as a model, and an inspiration by many 
of the less favoured nations of the world. The poten· 
tiality of such a world-wide cultural collaboration is 
tremendous for it opens up a new horizon of creative 
unity and probably a grander renaissance. However 
much we may feel embarrassed today on account of 
our political and economic complications, India should 
prove worthy of the great cultural and humanitarian 
services rendered to mankind for over a millennium. 



India at International Conferences 

II DIA A D THE U lTED 
M. C. CHAGLA 

A FREE .tnd indrpc·ndent lndi.t nnt~t pLI\ hl'l full 
.tnd proprr tolt- in intnn.ttion.d .lll.tit . lin 

fon·i~n pol in 111u~t he l.tid do11 n in I ndi.t .111d 
giH·n rfTc·n to tlunuc:h lwr .\ mh.t".tdot' .utd diplo­
matic rrprnrnt.lti\r~ .Ill tlw 11orlcl o\c'J. Hut ~I tt nlll\t 
.tl o play hrr p.trt in tltr 1 omit~ of n.ttiott,. :\nd tlt .tt 
~hr r:tn do 1)\ lwin~ :1 nu·mbrr of tlw L'nitrcl i\.ttinm, 
an t ' (Hill!~ in full hn ohl i~.ttiom, 1 011\t iou~ al'o of ltrr 
right\ and pti,ilc·c;r,. 

The· l 'nitrd ~.ttiotl\ '' ·'' r,t.thli, ltrd on the· 
ba~ic :t\SUtnption tlt .tt thr 11orld i~ llltt' .tnd indi' i­
~ibh·. ' llw onlv w,l\ to ;l\ oid war 11 a' not to di' idr 
tlw world in blon and group~ but to t.tr~lr all prn­
hlrtm :t'> afTc·rtinc: tltr 11 Ito It- 11orld . Thr cTOIHHnic 

ntJI.ti~e from 11hid1 the· 11orld "·'' ,ulfc ·rin~ " ·'' dur lo 
faulty produrtion and diqrihution. .\ nd ti lt' rrtnrd~ 

lay in thr 11holr 11orld brin~ ra llrd upon to produn· 
more ll.td di,trihutr tnon· rquitablv. :\ 'rme of scTur­
ity w;~s c•. sc·nti:t l if n:1tions ll't'lc' to rc·:t::.r to :11111 them­
.l'ln·. :ttcd prrpa rr for .mothrr w:tr. For th.tt purpo L' 

it w.t~ intrndrd th:t t :tn intrrn.ttional polin· force· hould 
br pro\'ided. Thr lntrrnation.ll Court of .Ju tin· g:t\l' 
rrrrrt to till' idc·:t th:tt difTrn·nn·o; lwtwn·n nation 
. hould lw n·,oh n.l not h\' thr :trhitr.tmrnt of w:tr but 
by pr:trrful and judicial ;u bitr:ttion. 

T wo di:1 111rtrirally oppmrd idc·a, h.td 10 hc· rrroncilrd 
in thr Chartrr of thr L' nitrd i\atiom: thr ~o,c·rrignty 
of c'.trh n.t tic,n :tnd tlw O\'c'rridinl! authorit\' of rhr 
L'nitrd 1\'atiom. \\'hilr it wa., prm iclc-cl th:tt tlw 
l!nitrd i\ations would not intc·rfnr 11ith tlw domc·\t ic 
afTait of thr nwnthc·r r\ation\, tilt' l:tttn in tlwir turn 
also agreed to surrrndrr p:trt of thrir ~m·t n·igntv by 
ub cribing to tht· prinriplr and purpows of thr Charta, 

and agrerin~ to lw lopl to thrm. 
The right of tht· w to gin·n to l'at h of tht· Big PmH·~ 

wa :1 rr:tl i tir rornTtiw to the idr:tli~m undrrh ing tl.c 
. t'lting up of thr L'nitrd ~a tiom. It "·" n·alizrd th.tt 
w:tr rould not be a\'oidrd unit·~, all tlt r Hig Pcmrrs 
agn-rd on major i''-Lit' . If one· hl'!d out it was ,uffi­
rirntly tron~ to th11art and drf\' thr L'.:\. 

India \\':1~ ont· of tlw original 'i~n:ttoric·\ to thl' Char­
,,., ~wd ha' .1111 .1~' hl'rn a loyal and rnthu,ia, ti< llcl'lnhn 
of thr C.~ . he· ll,tlll\ pi'.HI' no lc·" th.tn .tm 
otlwr rountn· .tnd thr prinriplr' of tilt' 'h,trtn h.td 
brcn :1 living f.tith with hrr lon~ hdorc· thn ,,c·n· tran'i­
cribrd in thrir prr~c·nt fom1. But till 19 ~6 slw could 

nol pl.11 .11 1 indrprndrnt tctlr. ~ltr 11 ·'' lic ·d lo dtt• 
;t protHtr in~' ol ( ;rc .tl l\1 it.tlll .urd Ire r I nrc it.: II pnlic 1 

1,,,, ~rttkd .ttttl dict.t tcd II\ lrc·t lnrci~n ru lc·r,. In 1111(1 

tlw Con!!IC" .ttlc ptcd nllnc 111 tlw Cc ntt.tl Cnlc'lll· 
lllt'lll .uul nut ptnc Ill l'rnnc ~ l ini~tc r •c In tnl .111 rndc·· 
prndrnt de lc ·~.llion let rcptnrlll nur cnlllltl\ . F111 the· 
lrr , t tirru· tltr n·. tl 111it ,. t~l lnlli.t "·'' lw 11d iu the· 
Corrnc il of tlw \\ell ld. I rc·rru nrht 1 thr l.r.tdn nl lltt• 
(:/C'I lw-Sim.t~i.tll de lc g.ttiPII tc 111111.! lilt ' tlt.tl \II !.11 il 
Ill' ll.tntc dIn ~noll 11l1.1 t tile lr uli.111 llc lc~.ttion thnu~lrt 
011 .1 p.11 tit ul.u ,uhjrt I .til tlt.r t lu lt.td ltl dn 11 ·" 10 ,,,~ 

lti , llrir i'h c Pl lc · .t~ltc ''· .uul lw ~lie'\\ th.t l lntfi.t \\ottld 
lot· tlw linr rlt . tl ~c't l nul "' l·:ngl.111d. llul tlti~ tinw, lw 
s.tid hr ~Ill'\\ th.t t lndi.t 11.1(1 .1 polit 1 .111d ide·,,, ol 
hrr m1 n. 

l lw IIIII' ljllt'\tion on 1111' .tgt rtd.t or till' l ' ni tt•d Ktlion\ 
in ICJ IG 11hid1 "·" of dt·t·p .111d ' ir.d intc tr \1 to lndi.t 
\\,]\ ti le' ln'.tllllt' llt or hn n.ttiou.tl, irt South .\ ft it .1. II 
r.ti,rd a \'t'ry hig qw·..rion. far ILlll\1 r ndi ng- il\ lor.tl 
a rtd pa rorhi;tl i rlt r t , ., ~, It t.tisrd tlw 1 hti ll l\' qunl iort 
of 1111' wlour h.tr. It 1.1i"·d 1111' que·\! ion 11 lll'llll'r 1 on­
si\tc'tttll '' ith till' C:lt.u tc ·t 1 i, it 1 ights 1 ould hr dt·rtird 10 
a \('Ilion of 1111' \ llh)t't(\ or,) lllllllln on tilt ground ol 
r.ur. < olour or 1 Ollllt ntrtilr . 

fn di.t. in .td\Ot,llllig"ltt I 1'.111\1', round ltt 'l\rJr t ortfron­
tc·d 11 ir lt di ll u ullit·, 11 hit It \C'I' II tc ·d In lw .tl rrto\1 
imupnahlc ·. '1111' l 'nile d St.tlc'' lt.td llt'r own 1 olour 
prt~hlc · rrt .t lld ''It' loo~c d upon U\ ·" \tirr ing 1111 till' 
hnt nd~ lit'\ I. l in oppo,ition "·" .1 fon·gotH' 1 0111 111\icrn. 

~h.tirm.t/1 of tf,t l'ifth Crlll/11111/t•e, i\11• jllllltt' 
/·,tZfl lf/1. (u;:ht) th,tl t 1111/! IIJt! .\ n tt•/,1/ )·Gwu,tf ofth t• 
f '1111ttf \ ,t/1111/c, 1\l. l t_)K tl" i..Jt, lnfllle the firtl llltUIIIK 
of lht St!t" fl /1.1 \ 1 111 11 •• 11 11 h1tlt i\1. Lu ,1tldrn 1t'lf the 
mtml~trc 1111 tht IJI~t!xu t clllll.tlt c for IIJ-!H. 
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Slw cilllllillo~t• d th• l !'\ . .111d 11 ith llt 'l , fit ' 11.1, hound to 
c.trl\' ~ ' ' '1.d ,\',1tiwl\, 1'\(lt'li.dh th• ~outh ,\lllt'l ico~n 
~1.11;., \\ lilt l1 1\1 '' 11ithi11 It• r politic .d cHhit llwn th1 n· 
111 11 (.,.Joui,d l'cl\\1 '1\ lik1 l·:unl.lllcl. Fr .lllll ' .111d 
JloiJ.111d. '1(11'\' ft .1cJ ti wi1 11\\ II , k,.j1 IIIII\ in lflf' 

1 upl111,11d 1\11d l111.dh . C:n11 1.d S11111h 11ith I h.1r.11 tni, tir 
,1\111 11 Ill'" f11111 1.1i1111'd hi"'" If to l11 tlw JIIOI.It.:Oni' t of 
till' ' ·" 11 cl 1 it.:ht of clo1111'\ li1 .111d illll 'l ll.tl \ 0\ 1'1'1 i~lll\ of 
tlw ',11 in" ' · 

Not\\ itil't.111cling .dl thi' lndi.1 11011. .\ 11d in \\'inning 
,Jt,· dicl 11111 1111'11 II ,.,t,,hli, Jt tlw ju,tic ,. ol l11 r O\\ 11 
c. lll\1, hut ,d,o ~111 tlw L' . .\'. to \Uh,triht· to tlw 
priru ipft·, ,, fti t h \\I'll' of uni\t r, ,d .1ppli1 .1tion. R.11 i.1 l 

di" rir~lin.ltinn 11.1' <ondt·lllll t'd ,1, ht ing '""''·"' to tiw 
Cll.l l ll ' l. It 11 ·" 1 lt ·.1 d \' l.1id dm1 11 th.1t tlw \0\ t'll'it.:ntv 
of ti ll' l'\.1tiou\ ''·" 1 i1111111" 1iht d l11 th1 p1i11t ipln of 
till' Cl1.1 1lf'l .. 111d tiw .\'.1tion' \\t 'll ' no long«'l flit ' to 

h·gi, f. ltt· 1'1'1'11 1\ ith ll ' t.:o~nl to till' ir do1t1nti1 .1IL1ir-. 
i11 ·' " ' 11 1.1 11 1\1'1' i111 ""'i'tl'llt "ith th1· pri11ripl1·' of thl' 
Ch.1rtn. 

l lo\\ .111d " l11· did lndi.1 , 1111 · ·~ ·cl ? l .. u ~.:~ ·h o\\ ing to 
till' ' '"'llgth ol h1·r 1 .111\1'. l\ut lnd i.1 .d,o h.1d till' ''III­

I'·'''"' 11l ,, Lll'gl ' 1111111llt' r ol ~ l · · •r~l w 1 ~l.tl t''· 'I hn n·.di11·d 
th.1t , Jw ""' ' lll'.1k i11g thl' l.•ngll.ll:l' ol th1· Ch.lrtt'l' .1nd 
·' fJJll'.d ill t.: to ti ll' Jll i111 iJ1l1 ·, " hi t h thn thl'lll't'h ,., h.1d 
" " '" I ihn l Ill. .\ , 1.11 ,1\ il t'l'tfll ll l 111'111 , Ju· \\,1, ,I \Oil lit: 

11.1tin11 .111d hn g.tll.1111 l11,:ht 1 "itt·d tiw .ldlllil.ltioll of 
nld1·1 11.1 tin11' " h1'"' l1i, tnri1·' .tf,n 1 t1111.1innl p.lt.:'l'' 

n·1 ountillt.: , uflt•l ing' .1nd \trugc;ft ·, in thr 1 <Ht\1' 0f 
f111 do111. ' I hn .tf,o .1dllli11·d lwr for thr inckpl'ndnll 
litlt , 111· took on .dlqtw,t iom th. lt r.ww bdon· thl' U.\'. 
It \\ o1tld Ill' .1 mi, t.1k1· to think th.1t lndi.1 onh <·on<Trm·d 
h1·1, ..Jf ,, ith lll'r O\\ n prohll'lll\ .1 nd i~non·d thl' othn 
illqJOrt.lllt lllilltt·l' of tiw gnwral world 10111 1'1'!1 " hich 
c .llllt' lwlon· th 1· l' .i\'. India pl.l)t·d lwr full part in 

.dl di" "" ion' a nd dd>.ttr~ md "·'' al"·') ' li,tl·ncd to 
\\ itft rt''fJITI. 

I ndi.1 ha' of l.1t1· rr;tli7rd that .ti l is pnhap~ not well 
"ith tlw L'.i\. Tlw \I'IO h;~, bn 01111' a d1·ad hand 
"hirh m tlt ili1·' ;1ll it~ ani' itir'>. ~lorl' and more 

it lw< OIIH'S appilrf'n t that probll'rn~ arc not bl'ing dis-
111\'t'd on tlwir llll'rit' but po\\'cr politics plays a big 
part in th,·ir drtennination. Thr aftermath of the 
.'outlt .\ frira n <( lll'~tion. th(' \\' ::1\' the Kashmir si tuation 
"·" h.1 ndlt·d in till' l'rurity Council. arr a ll pointers in 
tk1 l dinT tion. 

11ut India cannot afford to losr her fai th in the 
L'. i\. Thl' .dtnnatil't' IS that shr )11ust br­
< o11w ,, P·'" n in tlw ~;~ nw of thr Big rowers. a lly herself 
"itlt 0111· ~roup or othl'r and lo~r hn indr prndencc in 
th1· douuin of fon·ign pol itic~. Tlw U. 1• rr m;uns 
till' only athl\1'1' to \\'ar :~ nd ag~rl'~sion. Every­
th in~ tl1.1t ~tn·ngtlwns it lll:lkt·s for prarr and ('Oncord 

· """" ~.:' 11.11 io"'. E1·nyth i n~ that \l't'a krn~ it brings the 
d.11 nl ti ll' horrihll' dash of arr11s nra rr r. 

\o 1 (o/1\/ 111.~ ( ''·'',I•• 

''I ( 1 If 

.\ ,,.f.,, II ~ ,lt. IUJ... . lli.(i• 
< ,, 1•.1 1 , r (. .z .1.!.1. Su ,\f R M.iSASI. Sri DEII" AN CIJ/IMAt\'· 

,1111u•1t , '" Bo.1;d. L -'L _, l n . n/11 ~.111.1./or / (J Turf::,·)· 

" '"" NACEN BHATTAC'iARYA. 
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INDIA AND THE ECAFE 
P. S. LOKANATHAN 

194 7 MADE history. It witnrssrd the independ­
ence of India and her coming into her own. 

But the same year also witnessed in close succession two 
epoch-making events which ar~ likely to !rave prrmanrnt 
imprints on Asia's history and development. The con­
vening of a conference of Asian peoples at New Drlhi 
under the auspices of the Indian Council of World 
Affairs and under the inspiring leadership of India's 
Prime Minister, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, was, in its 
awakening of the interest of Asia in her own political, 
economic and social problems, of historic importance. 
The conference resulted in the establishment of an 
Asian Relations Organization which, functioning as a 
co-ordinator of national but unofficial cultural, political 
and social organizations in Asian countries, will continue 
to study objectively and without bias the economic and 
social problems of Asia. Meeting only once in two 
years, its impact upon public opinion, while abiding 
and substantial, can only be gradual. The establish­
ment by the United Nations of. an Economic Com­
mission for Asia and the Far East in March, 194 7, with 
a view to promoting reconstruction and economic 
development of Asia, with the Governments of India, 
China, the Philippines, Siam, and more recently, Pakis­
tan and Bunna as full members, marks another mile­
stone in the march of Asia to the realization of her great 
destiny. For the first time, mainly at the instance of 
China and India, a forum has been provided by the 
Uxiited Nations where the accredited representatives 
of the Governments of this region can meet together 
twice in a year to discuss common economic problems, 
to establish agreed principles of action and carry out, if 
they choose, the ·policies determined by mutual agree­
ment. Already the Commission has met thrice; its 
first meeting was at Shanghai where its headquarters 
have been established temporarily, the. second was at 
Baguh in the Philippine Republic, while the third 
session, inaugurated by India's Prime Minister, has just 
concluded its labours. Its accomplishments may not be 
spectacular; the Commission is still in the stage of 
building up machinery for implementing programmes 
of action adopted by the Commission. But what is be­
yond question is that the Commission has provided a 
meeting ground for the Governments of the countries 
of Asia to consider at regular intervals the urgent pro­
blems of Asian economic development. These countries, 

whkh had been separa It'd for centurks by virtue of 
their political and economi<· bondag<', although g<'O• 
graphy, history and culture should haw joitwcl tlwm and 
knit them doser, havt• now an opportuniiy to forgt• 
new links of eoopt·ration and frit·ndship. 

The marks of politkal di·pendmt'l' have not bt•t;n 
fully obliterated. Not all tht• countries of the Far East 
are yet full members of tht• Commis.<ion. Membi·rship 
was confined to indt·pendt•nt t·ountrirs of the rt•gion 
which arc members of the Unitt·d Nations, while some 
western powers, either by virtue of thdr mt•tropolitan 
relationship to countries of the region or of thrir poli­
tical and economic position, have been madt· mt·mbcrs. 
The presence of the U.K., France and the Netherlands 
and of the U.S.A. and U.S.S.R. may be explained for 
reasons indicated above, while Australia and New 
Zealand have been admitted as members by virtue of 
their geographical position and thl'ir inter<·st in' the 
Far East. H~wcvcr that may be, it was f<•lt that unkss 
the countries which w<·rc not st•lf.govcrning \vcrc also 
brought into close rl'lationship with the Commission in 
its activities and programmcs1 the Commission would 
lack realism. Ht·nre the Economic ·and Sodal Council 
adopted the device of "Associate Membership" by whirh 
non self-governing rountrit•s of the region could be 
brought in to partidpatt• in the working and dt·libera­
tions of the Commission in an associate rapacity, with 
all the rights pertaining to membt•rship short only of 
the right of voting at the plenary mt•t•tings of the 
Commission. The only limiting condition was that tht·y 
should be proposed by the m<·mb<·rs responsible for 
their. international relations. Th<·y arc, howcv•·r, en­
titled to sit as full m<·mbcrs of committees or other 
subsidiary bodies that may be established by the Com­
mission. Under this rulr, Burma and C<·ylon, bdorc 
thry became self-governing, Hong Kong and the 
Malayan Union and Singapore, were .admitt<·d as 
Associate Members undrr the sponsorship of the Unitt•d 
Kingdom, while Cambodia and Laos wt·rc sponsor<•d by 
France. The admission of the Indonesian Republic as 
an Associate Membt·r ramc up for consideration at the 
second and the third sessions but on account of the diffi· 
rulty of detrrmin;ng the rival rlaims of the Netherlands 
Government and the Indonesian Republic regarding 
responsibility for its international rrlations, the question 
was postponed. But it may be cxpcctd that before 
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the next sr.,ion meets in November in Australia, the 
Indonr·sian Republic will become an Associate Member. 

The economic problems of Asia and the Far East are 
not such a.~ ran be treated in a year or two. They have 
been long standing and rooted in certain fundamental 
economic and social weaknesses whkh cannot be over­
rome except by continuous ciTort. The Commission is, 
however, concerned with the more immediate tasks of 
rehabilitation and reconstruction. The war has dis­
rupted and damaged the economics of Asian countries, 
perhaps even more seriously than the West. The Com­
mission's main attempts have bern in the direction of 
repairing this war damage and rebuilding the economics. 
Shortages of food and low agricultural production arc 
sought to be removed by devising a food and agricul­
tural programme for the region in collaboration with 
the Food and Agriculture Organization. At the Ootaca· 
mund Session a Working Party composed of represent· 
ativrs of FAO and ECAFE has bern constituted to 
rcconnnend measures for the removal of bottlenecks 
and for the supply of essential requisites for agricultural 
pmdurtion. The vital importance of transport in rc­
ronstrurtion has bc·c·n n·rognizt·d by the Commission and 
a ronferrnn· of transport experts of the region will 
shortly be mnvmc·d to take measun·s for transport re­
habilitation. The Commission has n·mgnized the dose 
relationship betwc•c•n technical training and industr:ul­
ization and for this purpose has ronstitutrd a machinery 
for the promotion of trainin~ facilitit•< in the ""~ion 
and for dTt•c·ting inkrrhnng•' of train~._"('" betwct~n the 
rountric·s of thr n·gion. In addition, recommendations 
have bt•rn made for getting rxprrt technical assist~nce 
from nbroati. 

It is, howeV!'r, in the >phrrc of industrial development 
that tl1c Commission finds its real orientation. An 
industrial Working Party has bren con,tituted which 
has bt•t•n empowt•red to get as many experts as are 
necessary lor thr purpose and has bern mtrustcd with 
the task of studying the industrial plans of various 

"I am afraid the prophecy of the 

to be a P•'tfcct deluge. Hea.,en forbid 
through men's wrongs." 

countries in all their aspects with a view to framing 
definite projects which could be worked out. The 
Working Party is expected to make a thorough and de-_ 
tailed estimate of the financial requirements and capital 
goods and other equipment needed for the putting 
through of these projects. When such detailed esti­
mates are before the Commission it will be possible 
for the Commission to suggest national and international 
measures for the implementation of these programmes, 
but the actual execution of the scheme is essentially a 
task for national governments. The Commission 
can at best be only a supplement to national efforts; 
it can advise and recommend and to some extent can 
also assist, but it should be emphasized that no inter­
national action can be a substitute for national action. 

India has taken a considerable part in the establish­
ment of the Commission. Her cooperation at 
the Ooty Session has been acknowledged generally 
as most valuable and the contribution of her 
delegation has been regarded as substantiaL While 
every country must build up the strength of the Com­
missio~ and contribute to its success, India has, perhaps, 
a spcnal role to play by virtue of her favourable posi­
tion and comparatively large resources. In inaugurating 
the Ooty Session, Pandit Nehru, while deprecating all 
talk of leadership, laid special emphasis on the service 
which India can render to the rest of Asia. No wiser 
words have been uttered. He pointed out that it was 
necessary for India to act in the larger interests of Asia 
as a whole even if it involved some sacrifice. She is 
fitted to pia!'. this role of service in several directions. 
In the provtston of technical training for nationals of 
other. countries, in the exchange of officials and perhaps 
even m the supplying of capital, her contribution can be 
m~s~ valuable and helpfuL {t is fortunate for the Com-
mtsston that India has affirmed her full . 
'th k ~~rn~ 
Ill e tas of economic reconstruction and d I 

f th
. . eve opment 

o ts regton. 

Bible is going to be fulfilled and there is 

that there will be that deluge, and that 

-Mahatma Gandhi. 
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A l(OREAN DIALOGUE 
Interview between Mr. K. P. S. MENON and Mr. MEADE DAVIDSON a t New York broadcasting sta tion 

on March 1, 1948. 

:\:\ \"OL' \"C:ER: l.r t', look .1l till · l 'nitt·d :'\.ltion'! :\ I E:'\0\' : l'h.ll i' .In .111kw.ml qut·,tion. :\f r. l),,vid-

\ \'r bring- \ 'O il .1nothn in tlw 'nin of intn' it '"' 
11ith lt-.ldn' of tlw L'nitl'd \",\lion'. Thi' t '\t · nin~ 

\ l r. K. P. . :\ l,·noll. Rt·pn·,,·nt.lti\c nl tl w l>omi­
nion of l ndi.1 .u1d Ch;1inn:1n ol till· Kon·.m Ct>nl­
mission of tlw Ct'lll-r.d :\ , l'lnhk of thr L' nitrd 
\",~tion'. 11 ill br intrn·it' ll rd h~ :'l lt-.lck I ),1\·id~on . 

:'\t'll) Coulmrnt:~ tor of 'tation \\ \\ RL. :'\r11 \'uri-. 
City. \ l r. Da,·id on: 

'on. You ,\It ' ·''king nw ttl hl1111 Ill\ 011 n tnn npct. 
1\ut I h,l\ t·n't ~ot Ill lith of .1 11 lllll(lt't to hltlll . 

lldorr I 11.1~ ·'"ignr d to tl w Kon-.tn CP111111i"it•11. 
"·'' tin· lndi.1n .\ nth,,,,,,dtll' l ndi.1'~ l n ~ t 

.\ 1nh.1 ,,,dor - in Chin.t. I "·'' prt'~t·n t .11 thl' hit th 
of thr L'nitt·d i'\.t t ion~ in S.t n Fr.tnrbn': .tnd I 
.tttrndrd thl' lir-,t SD\ion <'f thr (;,.,ll-r.d :\ ~~c tnhl\' in 
\'rw York. I h:~' r hrld ;1 nu1nlwr <'I po~h in 

luhrim C rJ/11111111£'£' of United -'"·'''"''' (,"'''·d / ' "'"'Ml /••·"' 1\ . P. ) . ,11/. \0\, {ttlll l •} 
C l>. ll/11/,111 11/ th, l" .. \ . 'I <111/'" '·11) ( tJ IIIII/1 11/1111 1111 l\m 1·.1. 

D.\\' IJ)SO:'\ : :\ l.r. :'l lt·non . 'intt' tl w pmpk of tlw 
l' nitt·d t.ttt'' ha\1 ' .1 '(ltTi.d intt·n·,t in thl' 'i tu.ttion 
in Kon ·a. I :1111 t' 'l\ tn·nwk apprl'ciati\1· of \ou r 
comin~ hen· th is t'\Tnin~ to ~i\1· U'l 'lOIII!' (ir-,t-hand 
information of 1 ondition' in that t·ountn . \"o11 
th i, 'IITit·, of int•·n·it'"' i' dt ·, i~nt"d to nt.lkt· !J!'oplt· 
lwttn :1< qu.tintl'd 11 ith tlw L' nitt·d \".atiom and ih 

opnation, h~ h:l\ in~ thrill lllt'l't it' lc ·adn' :md 
th<N' of ih 'uh idiary hodit·, and ih llll'lnlwr,. 
\\' ill you. tlll'rdon·. 'ltJ rt hy bl'in~ ~ood t ' IHJu~h 

to tt·ll u' '>OIIII'thi ng about youN·If, ~our hark­
ground. ··xpni•·n< , .. t·tc. 

Pholo UNII[O NAIIONS 

l11di.t .111d 0\1'1\1 ,J', !Jut tlt .tt i' of 1111 iii iJ lOII. IIlfl '. 
lint I IIII I' \ tdl \Oil of \Ol l ll' t llill~ nf 11 l1it It I .1 111 
11 .dh prcoud . \"nt Inn~ .tgo I \\t ' llt 011 all 0\1'1-
LIIIrf jou111t \'. IIIO'I tly 011 lttll\l 'h,tt k .tlld 1111 fon t, 
f111111 I1 Hii .1 to C:l1i11 .1 .. It Ill'-' tlw I l irll:d.l\'. t'-, tlw 
K.ll al-.01.1 11 1\ .tnd tlw 1'.1111il\ . .111d tl11nugl1 tl w 
dt '\!Th .111CI ( l ,t'l ''l of SinLi. lll~. r t tool. 1111 ' 12") d:ty'>; 

.11HI it"·'" tlw rnuto· ''hi< h '';" ""·d hy tlw Cltilll''<' 
pil~ri1m tn I udio~ in till' t·,orl\' < •·ntu rio·\ of tlw 
C:l11 i' ti.111 ,., ,t, .tnd II\' \ l.m ·o Polo i11 tfw thi rtn·nt h 

< o·nturv. I " "' , . • u tuallv \Hitto ·n a book a bout 
it : it is < ,tllt-d " I klhi-Chungl-.ing" and it has just 
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LIII. /.\ J\()1?1>1 : C!tdtl (111/fl l/ /I lidO I .tlltlld/1/g tbt• 

f. ttl fll } ''"""' · 

!J,.,." pul ,li , lu·d 1,,. till' o, r~~rd L lli\'l'r~it y l'n·s,. 
lu•pr )1111 \11111.1 th illk I .1111 .ld\'l'rtisim; it! 

n.\\ ' 11 )~0~ : ~ .. ,.II .dl. \lr. \It- noll. I ~hnul~ lm r 
to ll ',ld th.tl 111•111.. .\nd IHI\1 to Y<'llf' \\(lf'h l.n thr 
L nitt·cl ~. lt i"'"· ' llw pn·" ·nt t'llf ldi tion and lutun· 
sutus nl 1\.t~rc ·.l. tlw etlll'· lillw I knllit 1\. in!,!d~ll ll . 

:u•· nl p.llt it ul.ll inlt 'll'\ l Ill li s luTt ' in l~ll'. Ullttrd 
St.ll•·s ' i"'' ' IIIII lf'lllljl' til rup~ .lltd .tdntllllq,·r till' 
p.lrt llf till' " ' IIIIII Y \IIIIth of till' :\13th par:dld 
11 h j It- tl 11 "'' of tiu· So1 irt l" 11 ion hold thr p:1 rt 
n11rti1 ,,f ti1.1t line·. \\'ill you plt-:1S1' gi1T u~ an out-

lirw 111 ti 11 '""' ''' 11'irirh h i to till' 11 :11nin~ of thr 
Cnu1111i"i''n 11 h irh \ 'Oil hr.1d? 

\ I E:-\0~ : ,\ , 11111 kn1111. 1\.on·a li:HI hrrn a ('(lion\' nf 

.1 ·'1 '·" ' , j 11,, · 1'~111. Till' indqwndt·nr•· nf .1\.ot:•·a hr· 
1 ,IIIII' IIIII ' nf till' ohjt·r til 1'\ Ill thl' :\llu·~ Ill till' 

S,·, nnd \\'t~rld \\'.1 r .II HI \1 ·'' tlc ·rl.ll't'CI ·'' \lH h at ti ll' 
C.lilll c .. urc •lt'llt 1' , TIIII ,II'CI, till' I'IHI of the· 11':11'. the· 
l ' uit•·d St: ilt '' .111tl till' Sn1 ic·t l 'nion 1':11111' to an 
,l t.! ll 't'll ll' ll( .Ill i1111111 I'll( :lt.! f'i 'l'nll'll ( that till' 
l 'nilt·d St.1t• ·~ \\1111ld t.ik• · till' ~urrrndn of thr 
J.1p .1111 '\l' llt ll li'' \IIIIth 111 ti ll' :ll!th p:1r;dlc{ .llld thr 
S111 ic·t L' ni""· 111 the· nnrth. But tiu· :iHth par:dlrl. 
"hirh 11 ·'' ju,t .1 tc · lnpt~r.m· rnilit.ny linr. h.udc·n­
: d in t11 .1 ptditic·.d front ic'l'. :\t thl' \l tl\1'0\1 Cnn­
f, ·~tnn· . it "·'' .1 ~11 '1'( 1 th.1t l\.on·.1 ~lwuld I)(' undrr 
. 1 lt~ur- pt~\11'1' tlu,lt·c·,hip for·' pnind not c·xt rrdin~ 
lllc ' \c'.ll . lwl111• ' ' l11· hc•t .llllc' indc·prncknt. But 
1111"1 1\. t~rc ·.lll, h.1 trd thr \cTy \\tlrd "tru~trr~hip". 

.\ ftn .dl. J.tp:lll lilt' nrigin.1lk 1'.11111' to 1\.nlc':t a~ 
.1 Tnhtc·c·! I hrrc·fnrr. this tru~ trr~hip pl.111 11':1~ 
.th.111d11nrd ·'"d thr s,,,·irt L' ninn :111d thr L' nitc·d 

. t.t lt'' tr'l'( l to '''"'' thr prnhlrnt of Kor<':tll indr­
pc·llckllr c· Ill nH'.llh of hlurr.tl ronn ·ntiC1ns. Thcst' 
Ill< ' f.til ·d : :md the l '11itcd tall' ll':t r0111pdll·d to 
pl.11·,· till' nl.ltt<'l' bt-fn1~· tlw l.' nitrd :'\:uions. That 

. · · .. Jnointc·d hi' the j, hm' our C.lllllllll~slon 11.1~ :I f r . 

Gc·nn:d :\w ·lnhly at tlw ~rrond ,, .~~ ion in 1947. 

ll:\\l llSO:\ : I rn·.tll tltr dl'i>atr' in thr (;,·n~Tal 

:\ssc·rnhlv. both in ('(l fl llnittcT .tnd in pit-nary ~t '\\1011. 

and tilt' hittn opposition of thr 'm·it·t hlc~r to tlw 
:\ sst'll lhlv's :u tion. Th i~ opposi tion C':11TII'd owr 

. · If I'd . t ? into tiw 1\.nn·,, n Connlli~~ion ~~~~· . c I II no . 

\ I EI\Oi\' : ' 1., nn::tt in·k . not pn~i ti 1 dy. Thr 
Sm·ic·t .1uthnri tirs in 1\onh 1\.ort':t would ha,·c· 
not hint: to do II ith our Collnllission : and thr 
l 'kr:lint·. ll'hirh II':IS to ha,·c· hn·n onr of thl' nlt'll l· 
hn-; of till' Con lln is~ i on. dt't li rwd to ta ke· part in it. 

D:\ VIOSO~ : But ll'ithout tilt' partir ip:ttion of the 
L'k r:tint'. tlw Coll lllli ~s ion \l't' llt to II'Ork on the 
llli ~ .. ion a~~ignrcl to it ? 

\ l ENON : Yr~. but ll't' 111ade fril'ndly Ol't'rturrs to thr 
Ukraint·. Thr Conunission artually passrd :1 resolu­
tion rrgrl't ting the :tbsrnrr of tlw l"kr:tinian Oek­
gat1· and strrssin rr tlw importance of his p~rt iripa· 

tion. But the I.! krainian Gol'l'f'lllllrnt rrphrd that 
tlw~ adhrrrd to thrir nc·g:t tivr :tttillldr to11·ards the 
Com111ission. 

I )A\ I DSON: \\'rl l. now. wlwn you and your asso­
ri:ttcs got to Korra, how did you prorred with 
\'OUr II'Ork? 

~!E\10;\ : \\'hen ll't' frlt cwt:tin that it wa. impo.siblc 
for us to work in North Korea. we rL'sOII'l'd our­
srlws into sub-rommittt·rs in ordt-r to asrt'rtain thr 
ronditions in South Korra. Onr sub-rommittrr 
1r:ts appointed to asrntain tht· opinion of Koreans 
on tht· llll'thod. of arhirl'ing indrpt·ndt'llrr; :tnother. 
to ~tudy dt'rtOral rrgulations: and still another, to 
srr how an atmospht-rc· for frrr rlrr tions could hr 
~t'run·d. H:tving mn;idned tlw rt'ports of the. c 
ronnnittrt·s. we dl'r idrd to prrsrnt a pir turr of the· 
Kon·an situation to tht· Littlr .-\ssrmbly and seck 
thrir :tdl'irr on the COLI N ' to be followed in the 
fan· of m·it·t non-opn:ttion with the Commis­
~ loll . 

0:\\ )))SON : ~ow It-t nw ask you th i~. ~!r. ~knon . 
\\'h.1t was thr attitudt· of tht· Unitrd States authori­
t i t'~ in 1\.nrra. hdpful and rooprratil't· or othrr· 
wise? 

\!E:'\0 :'\ : Tht'y wnc most hl'!pful. But wr didn't 
want thnn to bt· too hdpful! Wt· didn't want to 
giw risr to the impression that we wen· led by the 
nost· by the militar\' authorities in South Korea. 
And I must say they never tried to foist their 
virws on u.~ . 
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DAVIDSON: And how about the inhabitants in the 
southern United States occupied portion of the 

.- country? What impression did the Commission 
gain from them? 

MENON: We found them channing-perfectly 
channing. Forty years of Japanese rule have failed 
to break their spirit. We found the women quite 
as spirited as the men and, of course, more chann· 
-ing. Among those we met, were a delightful poet, 
who could write poetry even about uninspiring 
themes (she actually wrote a poem about me) i a 
superb singer who took the leading part in the 
Korean version of "II Trovatore"; a distinguished 
educationist who was also a splendid orator, and a 
social worker, so keen on social service, that she 
is called "The Korean Gandhi". A land which can 
produce such personalities need not despair of the 
future. 

DAVIDSON: Now about the northern part of Korea. 
What can you say as to your contacts or relations 
with the Soviet authorities there? 

MENON: Mr. Davidson, I can answer that question 
in one word- None. 

DAVIDSON: I understand. But may I ask you 
whether the Commission was able to talk with 
enough of the inhabitants of the Soviet operated 
part of Korea to obtain a concrete idea of their 
attitude and desires? 

MENON: We were unable to talk to any Koreans 
in the Soviet zone; but we spoke to many who had 
come from the Soviet zone. They were very critical 
and resentful of the North Korean regime, but it 
is not quite fair to judge the North Korean regime 
by their statements because they were -refugees 
who had been hit hard by the radical changes 
effected in the economic system in North Korea. 

DAVIDSON: I think we now have a picture of the 
Commission's work in Korea. Now it has brought 
the matter to the Little Assembly. Can you out­
line the position of the Commission? 

MENON: The Commission doubted whether, under 
a strict interpretation of the General Assembly 
resolution, it was open to them to observe elections 
for the establishment of a national government in 
South Korea alone. We also had doubts as to 
whether it would he wise to do so, as it might 
harden and perpetuate the disunion of Korea. 
On the other hand, the Commission didn't want 

~lndia'Tat:'lnternation~[ Conferences"l 

to throw up its hands or, gi\'c up in despair tl-.e 
whole mission. of' C.xprditing the'' independence of 
Korea. ·That was the- Commission's dilemma; and 
that is why the Commission decided to depute me 
to ·consult the Little Assembly. 

DAVIDSON: Now, Mr. Menon, I have asked you 
only about the official actions of tl1c Commission. 
I fed certain you have your own convictions on 
the situation. in Kor<'a and the- potentialities in. 

· herent in it. Will you give U.s your o\vn impressions? 
. . 

MENON: Mr: Davidson, you have asked for my con­
victions on the situation and the potentialities in­
herent in it. It is my firm convi<-tion that Korea 
must have her indrprndrnrc and will have it. 
She may have to go through a prriod of turmoil 
before she attains indrprndrncr; I would not CJ<• 

elude even some sort of civil war out of the poten­
tialities of a dismal situation, but I hope and pray 
that good sense will pn,vail al~ round and that 
Korea will march smoothly to her freedom. 

DAVIDSON: Thank you, Mr. Menon, for that frank 
appraisal of what looks from here like a bad situa. 
tion. Before we dose this talk, I should like to ask 
you the question I have put to every United 
Nations leader: what do you St•e' in the United 
Nations? 

MENON: The hope of the world, Mr. Davidson. I 
have immense faith in the United Nations. So 
has my country. That is why, from the very outset 
of our troubles in Kashmir, for instance, we declared 
our readiness to put the matter before the Security 
Council. I hope our faith in the wisdom and im· 
partiality of the Security Council will not prove to 
have been misplaced. Having seen something of 
the United Nations at its birth and infancy, I 
know that it is by no means perfect. No human 
organization is. _ But it is, let me repeat, the hope 
of the world. It is, as Dr. Evatt put it, all we 
have. 

DAVIDSON: Mr. Menon, you have made this a very 
short quarter of an hour by the interesting insight 
you have given us into the operations of a United 
Nations Commission on a definite job. I know we 
have learned much from your willingness to talk 
frankly this evening. I cannot say that you have 
relieved our apprehensions, but at least you have 
clarified the situation. My thanks again to you, 
Mr. Menon. And now I return us to our 
announcer. 
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:Kashmirl 

THE COMMON MAN'S STRUGGLE 
CONVERSATION WITH A KASHMIR! 

MULK RAJ ANAND 

I 
MET him in a lane off Qucensway as he 
was carrying a huge load of carpets in a bundle 

on his back. The word 'Hato' came to my mind as I 
looked at him, even as this word used to come to my lips 
as a child whenever I saw a poor Kashmiri walking along 
with a weight on his back in my native city, Amritsar, 
many years ago. For he looked the same as all those 
other 'Hatos' I had seen in my childhood, a gaunt, 
big-boned man with a beautiful greying beard, like an 
aureole around his rugged, lined but swarthy, hand· 
some face, a skull cap on his bald head, a thick tunic 
and salwar on his body and a pair of string chappals 
on his feet. And as words have a way to open the 
doors of memory, I could not help repeating the 
nonsense rhyme associated in my mind with the word, 
'Hato': 

"Halo' don't eat turnips 
Or you will get a tummy-ache". 

As soon, however, as this verse, with which I and 
my little companions used to tease the poor Kashmiri 
coolies who came down to the plains to earn a little 
extra money during the grim winters of Kashmir, 
occurred to me, I fdt rather ashamed of myself, guilty, 
as one feels at seeing a poor beggar. My first impulse 
was to turn away into Queensway and make for the 
Coffee House. But then an intense curiosity assailed 
me. And I wanted to speak to this man, perchance 
he should tell me something about Kashmir, the new 
Kashmir about which the newspapers spoke, the Kash­
mir where men and women seemed to have arisen after 
centuries of oppression, to fight against those who had 
coveted their land. Partly, I thought I should be able 
to make amends to the coolie for having thought child­
ish thoughts about him. Also, I wanted to revive my 
memories of my various visits to Kashmir in that super­
ficial manner in which one tries to buy one's souvenirs 
fi'Om a pedlar who hails from the place which one has 
once visited. 

"A heavy load?" I said, coming up to him. 

He puffed a deep puff, snorted and lifted his eyes to 
indicate assent. 

"Why not a rest", I said. 

"Haji Sahib is coming", he said, and lifted the ·stick 
in his hand and pointed towards Queensway. I turned 
but I could not see Haji Sahib. 

"Do you want to buy?" he said. 
"What have you in the bundle?" I asked. "It seems 

like carpets." 

"Han, carpets they be," he answered. "Will you see?" 

I didn't want to buy ·a carpet, nor did I desin, to 
have a bout of bargaining. But as I stood hesitant, he 
volunteered the information: 

"Haji Sahib is selling a carpet to the Captain Sahib 
there in that bungla. Shamsu, my brother, is with him 
with another load of carpets. Good carpets." 

"And what is your name?" I asked. 

"I be called Mahamadu. Look at the carpets, Sahib, 
and choose one until Haji Sahib comes and then you 
can fix the price with him." 

And, without more ado, he ~at back and dropped 
the load. 

For a moment he phewed hot stale breaths and rolled 
his eyes, and it seemed as if he had been seeking this 
relief, and was grateful that he had met me, a customer, 
the only excuse for a breather. 

He wiped his forehead and the sweat . trickled 
through the deep furrows on his brow under the mark 
the knot of the bundle had made on it, for it was on the 
forehead that the pressure of the weight was most felt. 
Then he spat on the side and belched with a sound 
which seemed like a groan. 

I stood looking at him as though he was a 
gorilla and I realized that he must feel awkward being 
stared at like that. So I stepped aside and sat down 
on the edge of a small brick-built bridge over a dry 
drain. 

"How long have you been in Delhi, Mahamadu?" I 
asked. 

"There be no trade in the valley now," he answered, 
"so I came down with my brother to work here. Haji 
Sahib has a big shop in 'Conoot pia' there. We cat his 
salt." 
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.. .... Ht ;, .1 good 111.111. Ht ; , .1 uJ•c 111.111. //, u.:• 
/t.lt ht r nf Ill) rn11. 1lnd he b.z• lll.:clc .1 {lrlc/ ,,/ /1111 .. 

He !J.If 111./ti!Y ,: IIIII/ of !Jim . ..... . uicl ,\ f.zb.tiii.IIIJ( {11 111/tl!) . 

··You nll':tn then· is no trade bcr:111 l' of thr 11 intrr?" 
~a i el. 

·· Hall. winttT br one cause. and the Pa tha n~ anotlwr." 

··Did you \lT the Pathan ?" l a 1-rd. 

":\o. but my daught: r. a iyd~. killed 0111 .'' 

I k s.tid this quite· ca ualk and I looked .tt hint to 

. lT tlw fulln~t·aning of what hr had .aid. 

'T o ~hoot thr tiger but to mi ~ thr 11 oh n i ~ no ~ood," 
h, brgan. ' 'The wokrs arc til l thrrc." 

I mt·dit.ltrd for a mornrnt on thl' ic:nirt t an< c· of his 
phrasl'. I ' ould <T a quizzical look in hi~ rye~ and 
rn.rd that hr implied the existence of some dt·c·p 

trouhk in hi' land. in spitr of the fart that the in\'adns 
had bt·t·n haltrd. 

"Arr .til your pcoplt- afr ?" I a. ked. 

'' In onr breath therr arc a thou~and brrath~". he· 
aid c. lmly. '·Tho<' 11ho lin· bn·atlw. and the,. 

breathe hard .... " 

Kashmir 

lie p.tu,t·d .1110 loni-l'd ;t t 1111 ''" 1'1 ptitit'll'k fn1111 tht• 

tllf'lll ' ' 11f hi' t " '' ·'' thtlu~h 111 t.t!-t· tttr in. 

l l11 rt· "·'' .1 protr.tt trd 'ikttt t' ll!'tllt't' ll II'-. clttrittg 
11 hit h I tt in I tt• ~.11r ti lt' drpth ,,f hi' Itt lint! lwhind 

ti lt' "''' '"- Ft •t t hPu~h Ill' h.td 'IH•kt 11 t .t,u.tlk .111d 
'i111ph. hi' 'lll'l't h "1 tnrd !P h. I\ t ll!'cn hntn tlttt nf 
rktttl 11t.tl t \)ll ' t i1 ·11t I''· t .trt 1 int! in it- tttt.tll't·t tt ·d. t 111dl' 
t llt' l.tpht~l tilt' 11 i'dt11 11 nl di11 t t t ~ ·. dit1 . . \ , I t ntdd 1111 h 

1 .t~ ttrh 1 nn1p11 hl'nd th1· ' i"nifi1 . tilt t nl hi, It 11 1.11 "' I 
·'''-rei hint dint th: 

" ])p lOIII' lli'O)llt 111it1• !O 1011 ~" 

" :\1\ \Oil II JOlt' lilt' .1 )>11\lt .tnl I (to did lltll \,1\ htl\1 

hi' , i,tt 'l i' nr hi' lttntllt'r Hnt Itt· hll1 d tlw ''holt- r.ml 
11 itlt ti lt' ' tr.tn\!1' 11ntd' of ollt' nf 11111 h,u d, I h. I\, . it 
11 ith lilt'. .. , \ , he ll'.tt lll d into ti ll' pnt 1-rt pf hi ' t11ttir 
.111d prodttt"t·d .1 '"r.tl-\Pddt·tt t llll ll)lln l nld t.t rd. I 
tool- it front hi111 .111d trird tn dn ipllt' r tlw 1111rtk 
1 ould ttnlr n·.td 11111 lint ''· 

:\ f.dl .llll.tdu hl·t:. tn '' it lt .111 irnnit .tl nott· in It i' 1 ni1 ,., 
.. :'\ I v ~1 111 i' .1 I'"' 1 hint" If. I k t .tnnnt lw 1-q>t fn•111 
'int:in(!. \\ lt rn•·11 1 11111 " '~' hint lw i' t.tlkin(!. t .tll-in~ 

in 1l 11 nt1 ''· .utd Ill' 1 .tpt 1'- .thou I till' pl.tt I ' lil-t• .1 lnttnl-n·. 
ofll 11 l!·. t, in[! lti, ' i-tt'l Hut hntlt tlt r t hi ldn·n an· 
hr.llt': tlt1·1' h:tlt ' jni1wd tlw t lt ildtnt\ :trttll'. Hut Ill\' 

11 if1· ' ·" ' tltn ctu[!ht tn 1101 k. fnr tlu n· i' not ,.,,.n ,, tit 
in tlw houw". 

"You ~a id \'OU •·.tt tlw ~. dt of ll.tji S.tl ti h." I tnld 
lt i11 t. h:tn tr rint:"h-. " \\'ltv nnt '' nd ~CH ill' nf tl ti.; ~. tit tn 
l!lttr wifr?" 

:\f:th:tlll.td u lonl-1·d ,tt 1nc· .l'h.IIH •·. :tncl tlwn s:t id, 
'· I Llji S.th ih i' :1 (!Ood 111.111 . hut lw l t .t~ not 111111 It ~. dt 

tn \pan·." 

" I suppo c·". I ~.tid. '\,tit I' '' 11 t .II! I ' IHHI'.td.t\'~ , 

r,pt·t-i.t llv in K." luni r .... " 

~l.dtalll.tdu nnddt·d .tnd 1 lo ' d hi, 1 1n in .1 c ont1 111-
pl.l ti\'r mood. ' I h• n lw h.df op• wd hi 1 ,,., .utcl ' J111l,1·: 

"Thc·n· h.t ~ .till a \'~ h,., n .1 ";att it \' in c•ur p.11 !,." 

" \\' lwn· do 1011 c 111n1 f 1 ont.~' ' I inti 'IIIIJII' cl hint. 

" I lw from .\ n,lllln.tL', Inti '11'1\'\d wn· in ou r land 
thc n· w;t ~ sc ;mit\' .... " 

' ':\ot of 1·\'t'r. tlti1w." I ,,, id . '' I 11 1111 1nl, r tlw apple~ 

:tnd pra r~." 

··. c .tr< ity of c·1• r) thim• for "' S.dtib. ".111 itr c.f ~alt." 

·1 hi, fi'\a tion on .tit did11't surpri .1 ntr. I know that 
Ka\hmiri ~ drink t1·a 11 ith , ,tit .tnd tlwy nc-cd a littlr 
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more of this than others. But, also, I sensed that salt 
had become a kind of symbol for Mahamadu. 

"Did the srarcity of salt make you leave the valley?" 

"I left the valley every year during the bad season. 
Though, to be sure, scarcity of salt had great deal to 
do with it. For when there is no salt, there is no 
loyalty. As they say in my village, 'live not in the city 
whose master docs not provide salt." 

"But now the lion of Kashmir roars in the valley," 
I said. 

"First he is lion, and then he wears coat of mail", 
said Mahamadu proudly. "He is a good man. He is a 
wise man. He was teacher of my son. And he has 
made a poet of him. He has made a man of him. He 
has made many jackals into lions. To be sure he is a 
lion, though he has no mane .... " 

There was glint of mischief in Mahamadu's eyes as 
he twisted his tongue from the sublime phrases towards 
the ridiculous, almost as though he knew that he was 
addressing an audience whom he had to convince 
about the qualities of his hero without using too many 
heroic words. 

"I have heard of the lion of Kashmir and his deeds," 
I said. "To be sure he is a lion all right. And his 
roar has been heard very far beyond the mountains 
and valleys of Kashmir. He seems to be more than 
the equal of the great big lion who used to roar forth 
from across the seas." 

I was deliberately inflating my sentiments so as not 
to let Mahamadu feel self-conscious. But I noticed in 
a while that Mahamadu had become very solemn. I 
was afraid that I may have seemed too light-hearted to 
him. Apparently, this was so, because after prolonged 
~ilt•nce, he ground his teeth hard and almost frothing 
in his mouth, said : 

"The patch of ground where I grew my rice was once 
a stony orchard, on the side of a mountain. I struggled 
hard with it and raised enough to feed my family. But 
the Sarkar took a big share of the crop. And we always 
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lived from hand to mouth. The chickens I reared went 
into the mouth of the Tehsildar. And my brother 
Shamsu was always taken away on begar. .. . Now I 
am told that we shall be given, big engines, which can 
dig deep into the bowels of the earth, and with which 
we can break the hard earth and get a bigger morsel 
into 6ur mouths. The lion of Kashmir proclaims this. 
I shall go back to Anantnag. , .. " 

"First cam and then eat", I said ironically. 

"To be sure," said Mahamadu briefly. And then he 
began to wipe his forehead and his neck with the 
length of his sleeve and looked nervously towards 
Queensway. 

He almost seemed to have second sight. For Haji 
Sahib and Shamsu were visible at the opening of the 
lane, the former with a respectable white turban and 
white tunic on, and the latter bearing a weight, even 
as Mahamadu had come with the load on his back. 

I sat still while they approached us. I knew that 
Haji Sahib would think that. I was a prospective 
customer. · And, of course, my prognostications 
proved corre~t. The merchant asked me whether, I 
would like to see a carpet. I pretended that I was 
on my way to an urgent appointment, but would like 
to come and see whether I could buy anything in his 
shop. He forthwith gave me his card, which I pocketed. 
Then I got up and made my way towards Queensway. 

When I reached the comer of the lane I could 
' not help turning round to take a last look at Mahamadu. 

H~ was walking along, weighed down by the bundle 
on h1s back, dwarfed almost like all the other Kashmiri 
'Hatos' whom I had seen since my childhood. And 
yet, in my mind, I could not think of him as dwarfed 
or weighed down, or burdened, for his words wer~ 
fresh in my memory, tall like the cypresses in Kashmir 
hard like the stones of the earth he said he had tilled' 
small like the needs of his family that he had spoke~ 
~bout, green like the spring in the valley, and bursting 
hkc the many-coloured flowers of its gardens. 



I(ASH~IlR FIGHTS ·O 
KHW AJA AHMAD ABBAS 

I 1\ October, 19+ 7, when thr raider~ from 
im·adcd Ka.hmir they expected to be in 

"ithin t11o weeks. 

P;\ki,tan 
nnag:~ r 

On Ortoba 27. 1947, when the first Dakot:t, carrying 
1 ndia n troop , landed on the rina~ar air. trip. the 
raiders wc:rc in Baramula, thirty mib away. preparing 
to launch a two-pronged attack on tlw l'<lpi tal. It 
wa young Colond Rai' · daring and . rlf- arrifiring 
:~rtion in ru hing traight from the airst rip to the front 
th:~t halted thr raiders just as thry llt'n' rnwrging f ro111 
Bara111ula for Srinaga r. 

r 
On Nowmbl't' 3, thr raiders pent·tratrd up to Uadgam, 

only l·ight mill's from Srinagar and d:tngrrously ne11 r 
the al'rodromr. 

All through the Ia t week of Octobt•r and thr ol'\t 
week of 1o"ernbcr it was touch and rro: no one could 
ay how far the raiders would be able to advance. Yet 

they wm· pu hcd back. The tide turned. ' inc months 
haw pa' ed inn· then and now the raiders should bt· 
pushed b:tck any day aero s the Pakistan border. 

1 t wa neither luck nor accident that foiled the 
raidn..,' evil design . It wa rather the combination of 
the 1 ndian Union army's stri king power and tlw dt·mo­
rratir upsurge of the Kashmiri people that turned the 
tablrs on the invader·. 

Tlw h:~ ttk of Kashmir is tht first tr t of Free India' 

"ictorir~ do not re.dilt' till· he.l\'\' odd, .1~. 1 i 11 t which 
our oldirrs h,t\ t' lwl to light. 1o rl.l,,ir 'Ch.1rgt' of 
the Light Brigade' or e' I'll the 11.1ttlt- of \\',ltl'l'loo is 
po,-.ibk in a mount.1inous tl'l'rain 11 hrn· t'\'l' l · hill 
crest providt·s l'O\ l' r for an t'lll' lll\' dct.u·hmt'lll .1nd ew1 · 
tree hide 11 nipt'r. . ' 

I haw bt·t·n to OIIH' of tlw Olllj>O\h nl.tnnrd ll\' our 
force . Ill' of thesr was on top of .1 hill , I !'1,000 frr t 
high, whl'fr drinking wata had to Ill' rarrit·d fl(llll a 
spring 4,000 krt below, climbing all ti ll' w.1 ·, lik1· ~n.t ts, 
O\'l' r tht• track I t·,~. 11hno~t pc1 pr ndicul.1r gr.ldit·nt. 11 

top it was o cold th11t water fro11· at night and tt';l 
had to bt• 111adt· b)' pl:leing l t1111p~ of s11ow in tht· kett lt· 
and then melting them over the lin·. ln1agine Ill)' ~u r­

prist·, thr n, to find thl'l'e 11ot onl )' ikh-. who :m· at 
lea t arru\tOnll'd to tht· winta of tht· Punjab pl.t in~. 

hut also outh Indian' who had III'Vt'r t'\ pr rienrrd 11 
tempnature bdow ixty drgll't'\, 

The difficulties of transport :tlo111· mak1· of the 
Ka~hmir opt'ratiom a thrilling ~· 'S·' · All till' way from 
Kotli and Bhimbar wlwn· thl' arnl)' t·nrountrrrcl "thr 
worst road in thr world" right up to tht• 1 i M'('tor 
where communicatiom with ri11.1g.1r had to lw lllain­
tainrd owr half a dozrn diwl)ion\ and in 1provi ~rd 

bridgrs, it has bl'rn a heroic advrnturt• to ddiwr 
~upplir !llld IIIOVI' rt•infOrct'llll'lll \. 

Tht· raidr rs had a wa tq:~ir aclv.utt.lge in thl' ir fa\'our 
for thrir bast·s '''I' ll' arros\ till' bordn in Paki, tall 

army in the firld. Tho e \\ ho oml'lime get impatirnt trrritory which ou1 Air Font· ' ' "' unablt· to 
with the lack of new of dramatir and pertacular because of po iblr international romplira tion~. 

bomb 
'l'lw 

MuJOr-Cener.;/ KNiu•Jifl Smgb n.pl.tillill~ 
1be laleJI nulilary llllla/t0/1 l o Slmkb 
Abd111la, Pmnt Mi11irltr of Kadnnir. 
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ill til pid \!lU ll~ IJ H'Il of our .-\ i1 Fon r h,t\t', 
lum r '' 1, r.lrllt d ou t .omr of tlw IIIO' l d.11 illg. 
daugr11111' ,llld tri<l.)' .tr ri.tl opn.ttinm. h01nh· 
in~ o~nd \tr.tflng tlw rllt'lll)', dmppi ll~ strpplir·s, 
.t lld loll l)i llg Oil fl'l ll•lll.li" ,\IH I'. 

Whih· 111inor 111ist.tl.r·s of str.ttr 1-'Y h.wr 
doubtb \ hn ·n 111 td1· gnwra ll ~ dur· to lllis­
t.tlrul,,tion .ti>Oul tlw r·nr 'lll)'\ stJr llgth 
:1nd 111ili t.1r\ intr·lli~rrH r. thrr 1· <,t il lw no 
doubt th.11 in Kashmir thr lndi.tn ~ll lllrd 
fo11r·s h,l\ r· 1 ompktrh ' indiratt·d thrir 
hoiiOU I .111d in l ll . tll~ ill, t.IIH 1' 1m r n·d 

thr·" " ' h r' '' it!t glor>·· 

Yr t, tni lit.t ry str.ttl'gisl\ and ,trill\ k.tdns ''ill hr• 
tlw 111 ,1 to ~Hhnit th.tt in an opr·t,,tion likr· th.tl in 
K.1 shlllir, ri' ili.111 ~upport and 1 nopn.t tinn arr of prinll' 
intport.llll t'. lndn·d, onr \\Ottld ~o ' o far as to s.ty that 
it \\ mtld h.t\t' hl'l' ll \ITY difll< ult, if not :dtogr·thrr im· 
pn,sihlr, to hold 1\.,1\llllli t .t ~., inst thr ill\ .tdin~ hordrs 
il tl w 111oralr ol tlw rorm non proplr h.td n.H I.rd. ot 
o11h tlw popul.ltioll did 1101 .tid .tnd .thr·t thr 1'1\l'lll)', 
hut thr·y oq.~. tnitl'd .md lllohilitt·d .Ill tlwir n·soullr'' for 
ll .l tlllll .tl ddt'lll l'. 

I hi' p11u ,.,, of ll. ltion.t l mnhili1.1timt for till' dr·fr-nu: 
of thri1 hoiiH'I.tnd h.td lw~un 1 \I'll hrf<ll t' thr· fo11nal 
au r"ion ol till' • t.ttr· to tlw lndi.tn L' nion and the 
rOil'l'lj lll'll l .111 i' .tl ol lnd i.1n fon rs. 'l lw tr·n thom.tnd 
~Iron~ Pt'.H r· 1\1 it.i.tLk th.tt lwikh .\ hdu ll.th, im1111'di.ttd y 
<HI hi' rdr··'"' fl lllll Ill i'IHI, h.td r·nrollrd to 1n.tin1.1i n 
w nnntllt.tl h.llnlom in tlw ' t.ttr " hit h \\ ,\~ in dan~l'r of 
lwinl.\ in ln tr·d both ltolll till' \\ rst .tnd thr E.tst Punj.tb 
pl.l\ rd .1 drr isi' L' role in tltr L ri tiral da>~ "hr n rin.tgar 

Sbeikb Abdull.r ( Rtght) u itb Amln·i Grom.Jlo. USSR, 
d11ring tbe Sullrtl) C ounol dtJCIIJH0/11 011 1\.nbnm. 

Photo 1 UNITED NATIONS 

wa~ 'irtually in a stall' of . i t'~l'. T t~ , oJ unlt'l'l'~ countl'r· 
:11 trd rumours, allayrd p.tnir . unrarthl'd p1·trol and 
gr.dn from thl' black markl'l, guardr·d thr ~l'\l' l1 bridg1· 
of ri na~ar, krpt an t')'t' on tlw potrntial fifth rolumn of 
~[u lim Confn r nrr workers :tnd maintained pir kr ts 
and roadblorks on all sides of the city. At night some 
of thl' more intrt'pid one . indudin~ writer and intd­
lrc tual , \\ Ould ~o out on patrol\ rig-ht up to a frw milt-s 
of lb ramu b and hrr \'Oiky· of ~hob to ~i vt· tlw r ncmy 
tht· impre ion that there wa a hi~ forn· ddrnding 

nn.1gar. 

It w:ts at till' samr: tillll' - that is to sa,. bt·f ore and 
i111mcdiatdy aftn thl' arri\'al of tlw Indian ·f~rn·s- that 
N:ttional Conkrenrl' workn s in raidt·r-infestcd 
territor:. likl' :\I ir :\ laqhool Slwrwa ni " ho wa Ia tl'l' 
t01 pturrd. and dir·d :1 martyr's dr-. tth, or(!:t nizl'd an 
undn~round n·si., t.tl\l l' 1110\ L'lllt'nl to hara\., the raiders 

fro111 lwhind thrir line. Latn. mu rh of tlw 
rcronnai anrr: and in tdli~rnn· \\01 k for thr: 
l ndi an Army wa. dont· hy :\ational Confnenrc 
workn-s. oftl'n at gra\'c p1·ril to tlwir li\'C . 



It \Ll~ out of this spontu1l'ous nlllhiliz:t tion that thr 
Kaslunir ::\ational ~l i litia -· indudin~ a \\'onwn·~ 

Hrig:td•·- was fornwd. Herr w:1s a trut· l'l'llph·'s Artll\'. 
~ . 

all ,·oluntrns, rrn:i,·ing no pay :llld in thr rarly J ays 
not t' \'l'll proplT uniform. ho . .tmrn and pr:1sants and 
studt·nh and writers, taking up an11s for thr drknn' 
of thrir rountry. Tbt· as~umptit•n of powtT by Shrikh 
Abdullah \ drmorratir rrgiml'. of roursr, was an im­
portant brtor in rallying propk who fdt. for the first 
time in thrir historr, that thry 1n·rr masters in tlwir 
own homt· and. then·forr. thr primary rrspomihility of 
ddc:nding Kashmir dr\'oh-rd on thl'm. 

Today, the: National ~l ilitia is fighting on ~,.,·,·ral 

fronts, shouldr r to shouldl'r with men of thr Indian 
Army with whom bonds of comradeship arr bring 
forgt·d in actual combat. But that is not all. The 
common Kashmiri who may not ha\'l' joined the .Militia 
has also contributed to the ~unTss of tht: operations 

thiijfi 
.l!,!.tin,t thr raidr rs. Fir~tly . 11 ith tr:~tlitit•nal patinlt't' 
:llld ;a 111 '11 ·hnm lllllkr,t.lllding , •f the gr. In' i~sm·s. hr 
h,,, ht•rn•· thr h.tnl,hips pf thr ,.,.,,liPilli•· hh·k.tdt·. Ill' 
h,tS dPllt ' II ithPllt ~.al t . \\ ith11111 Sll!_!. ll', 1til11 dr.tStil·:llly 
rrdUt nlr:t l it~m pf rin·. Tlw tPuri, t tr;nlt· h:1s hrrn :11 a 
standstill .111d in tlw rPnntrn' idt· .ltn a•"l'hnl' ,,f t'Pill· 
tmmal bittnnns t'l't'll tlw itirwl'.lllt tr.11lt-r h.l ' 11111 lwn1 
abJt- ttl \'t•ntun· IIIII llll hi~ t'll,hll\1,11 \ \\ill tl'l' (IIIII' 11f tlrr 
plains. 1\o Pill' \\'ho h:'' IIIli li1 nl i11 .1 hh·k.~tlnl 

country at ll'ar ran full y ;appn·• i.llt' 11h.1t tlw f\,,,, l11 11iri 
h:1s ~l,nr through. partinrl.trl\' durin).: tlw \\ intn lliPIIth' 
\\'hen '"'''" th~· ~un·i1·ing litH' ,,r traii'JI"I'I tlw ll.1n ih.d 
road - had frozrn. I k h:h ~ull'nnl hut p•·rv 1·•·n·•l. 
no lnngrr out of llll'\'klll'~s .111<1 h t.ali,nl :r' ol t•ld. hut 
lx·r:~mt· he h:1s hel'll tau!-!hl hy hi~ lt-.,dn'. \\lu•111 lw 
trusts, hoi\' this sulkring 11':1' brought "l"'n 
him hy a callous, ruthhs l'llrrlly \\'Ito 11111\l lw do·fo ·,,tnl 
bdor\' Kashmir ran ha11' pl':tl'l' aud pw~p .. rity. 

In this task of sustaining tlw lnl•r:tl• · of ti ll' P' '"l'"' l. ty 
thl' grl'atnt tt·st of tlw dnnonatir nrg.uri1.;1ti"'' nf tlw 
Kashmir National Confnl'nrt·. and .,f ib 1.-adl'r. Slu·il.h 
Abdulbh. To tlu·ir 1'\'rrbo;ting glnry tlwy h;l\'t' ~'""" 
the test. Tlw rll' l·\\'ork pf :\atit~n: rl Ct~rti•T•' tH•· t~rg.lll · 

izations in l ' \'l'l'Y t,./pi/ and \'i ll:agr h.1s gro\\'n ' ll'tlllgrr 
and lllOfl' artiw during thi~ pniod nl ni'i': tlunn ~·h 
thest· org:~ nizations tlw proplt- h;l\'1' ""' o11ly po~rti • ·ip:1tnl 

P.mclit J.nul•.rrl.tl .\cl•'" in•t•ut11:g u·,,,"ot'. 
JJL'ft!t/t'' ' Cmp • ,r/ .\'m1.1g.rr. 
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in n.1tion:d dd,·tH'l' hut in the equall y itnport.mt tnsk 
of layin~ llw founcbtion of .1 tw,,· drtltOl'l'oltir Kn~hmir 

whirh i~ ,·mn~in~ out of the politir :tl :tnd l'ronomir 
n· forn1~ th:ll . lwikh Ahdulhh\ adtnini str:llion h:1s h1Tn 
:1bh· to carry out within tlw frw ntonths it h:1s 
hel'll in pm\1'1'. T hen· :tn· some "ho frd th:ll :1 lifc­
and-ckath ~ tru~~k " 'ith :111 invadn is h:trdly th.: time 
to intmdurl' far-rl·.whin~ and r.1diral rdorms. But 
the lit. t popul.1r Prime :\l inister of 1\.a hmir knows 
bcth·r. lie kn('"'' th.1t l'\ rry tm·a~UI'l' :tdopted with :1 
vi ·w to giving dl·morr.llir po'H'I' to the people to 

Brig. Urlllflll died a lll<ll'f)r's de~~tb fighting 
for fn·edo/11. 

improvr tlwir rronomir condi tion and to remove all 
kud:1l . har kks would help to . trrngthr n thr morale of 
thr prop!~- and to 111:1ke th,·ir mobilizn tion agn inst the 
raider~ im im ihk. 

Thl'y kno" tha t in :1 w:u for dl'tnorra tic principlrs, 
dcmorr:try it~cl f is the trongr t wrapon. Kashmir 
li ght~ on, nnd will continue to fight on, till rvny raider 
i dri,Tn out. lwrnu c the J\.ashmiri~ know that they 
arc fi~hting not onlv to b1•a t a forr i«n a.,.grt s or but 

• I b ~ 

:tl'o to build :1 tww 1\.:1 hmir b::~ . cd on fre~.:dom and 
or i ::~ l ju. tire. 

U.zll) of 0:.ztiou.zl t\!Jiiti. z .md II" Olllt'll's 
D /tllr't' Corp... rin.1g.:r. 

so 



Through Foreign Eyes 

SYMPOSIUM 
THE BRIDGE- INDIA 

W IT H the anthropological and spiritual unity of 
mankind thrre i a di,·n ity that can JS ue 

either in ten ion, discord and conflict or in enrichment, 
harmony and amity. The !iabi lity of the former now 
threaten the whok race " ·ith the fa te that has over­
taken many of its parts. although to appreciate this 
peril is to take the nrst sll'p towards it. avoidancr. 

T he historica l 
divergence b e -
t wrt·n thl' East 
and the \V r s t 
has i n v o I v e d 
many tragic foll ies, 
and too often wr 
havt· assutnl'd that 
thr pa rticular ra­
cia l pathway~ wr 
tread must br su­
perior simply bt'­
causc they arc 
more familiar. \\\· 
have not learnt 
thr truth within 
Walt Whitman's 
words, "all religi­
on, a ll solid things. 
arts. governments 
... fa ll in to niches 

REGINALD SORENSEN and coonl'rs bdorl' 
the proccs ion of souls aloncr the grand road of 
the univcr e" . 

Britain in the 19th Crntury triumphed in European 
rivalry for commercial gain or territorial conquest. and 
India was the most glitterin rr prize. Accepting this as 
proof of Eastern subordination to We tern power she 
boasted of her fortune and ignored alike the conse­
quences of this stimulus to national envy and the latent 
challenge of a resurgent India. Nevertheless in due 
course two world wars not only left Germany bleeding 
beneath terrible devastation but al o Britain with grave 
wounds and a lost pre-eminence. The challenge, how­
ever, at last secured a sa lutary and happier response 
and after too many years of stern repudia tion or aggra­
vating evasion on enlightened British government 
translated the challenge as .a service to its conscience 
to which it gave the tribute of wise statesman hip. 

Both Britain and lndi.1 h.l\ e ,t.:.li nt·d i1u·.dr ubblr 
thereby. for India is now ln·l' in her 11.1 tion.d clig-nitv t;, 
detnmint• hn 0\1'11 fulfiltJH'Ilt .. llld Brit.lill j, rr:·e f;'()lll 
a morally r mbarr:1ssing incot"i'tt·nn·. De,pi t1• tT~perti\'l' 
problem :~nd burdt·ns. Bri t :~ in .l!ld lndi.t now f. tn · t'.tdt 
other wi th mutual rt·spt·r t .tnd iutplt·nwnt .1 n·l.ttion,hip 
of friendship m:tdt· po,,ihle by ti lt' l(lndi tion olrqu.dity. 
In this. :1 t k:~st . di\'t'l"ity t .1 11 lind ll'ltlllt ili. ttion in, lt'.ld 
of enmity. 

Thi has m:~ny :l'PtTts .1nd implicat ions. 
Economica lly. lndi:~ in hn n:p:tn, ion .. tnd llri t:tin in lwr 
rrronstruction can ~nd soml' mr:~~un·~ of tllutu :-~1 b~t. 
But thou(Th ronditi01wd by ti lt' tltTl'~~itie~ of tTonon1ir 
well-being thnr :tn· :~l~o suh•a:llttial pnlitir:d :tnd 111or;d 
advantagrs to I)(' ~a tiwrrd. l n di :~'s politi r:d ta'k is 
particubrly onnous :mel douhtlt-s~ will li nd scHIIt'thin~ 
good in 11ritish n:pnit'IH't' t'\'t'n thou~h ~ llt' p11Nilt'\ llt'r 
t:~s k in till' contex t nf di~ tinrt ive Indian JH'l'd' :111cl 
circumstances. l\ lora lly, India h:~~ not only t•nngitt·d 
qualities oprrating in th t· md' of :~ II who ltl\'l' fm·do111 
but has also givt·n tlw world tiw impira tion of 1\lah:-~ttn: t 
Gandhi. 

It is rnrouraging to nott· how thr 1110ral ron~r iousnt·~~ 

of man t·mrrgl's with sitnil:tr rontrnt through :1 v:~ril'ty 

of doctrinal expressions. l knt·:~th stT tion :-~ 1 litnit:~tiom 

and pcruliaritil's to a gn·:~ t t·r or lt-ss dq~rt'l' lit·~ a t'Otnmon 
recognition of thr virturs nf " tnnry, pity, pr:tn· and 
lovt'", however n·motr 111a y ~~ t'lll tiw pr:-~c ti r:-~1 transb ­
tion. It is sad th :ll so fn·cpwnti y \\'t' l'lnph :~s izt · Ilion· 
thosr i dt·:~s that sundn than thoM· that g-t·tu·ratt· 
sympathetic understanding. 

No one in thi ~ pn·. t·nt :tgt· ha~ dont· a~ tnud1 
dft'ctuall)• to rdatt· tht· ~nrq morall'lc·mt·nts of thr E:~s t 

and the West than ~ahatma Gandhi . He ha~ aflirnwd 
the common inner spring within Christianity. ll indu i\m, 
Buddhism, Islam, Judaism, and othrr faiths fron t 
which comes the ense of worthy human va lut·s. No 
Christian, he has ncvcrthelrss madt· vivid alikt· the 
ancient Indian belief in ahirma and its aflinit y with thc· 
spi rit by which Christ lived. 

He has insistC'd on the necessary socia l applica tion of 
religiou faith. Thus he ha~ hc·t·n tlw architect of an 
J ndian bridge between the Ea\t and the· West, across 
" ·hirh all generous souls may pa\s over deep divisions. 
This is the fine t of all memorials to his life and work 
and the thought of it a..ssuagt·s the continuity of our gric·f. 
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The Bridge of India is built of many materials. 
There is also the substance of culture by which the East 
and 'the West can know much that is complementary and 
exalting in aesthetics and literature, and there is philo­
sophy, from Gautama to Tagorc, to find kinship with 
the profound explorers of the West. There is essentially 
super-racial scientific research; and there is the inter­
national need of providing adequate sustenance for the 
humble toiler. India can and does provide the invalu­
able means by which the East and the West can 
approach and meet in recognition of their human 
interdependence, · 

The people of the East have their own divergences, 
hut all are today animated by a new energy that impels 
them towards national freedom and social transforma­
tion. India can be foremost among them in fraternal 
example of achievement, as indeed she has so often 
been in the inspirational example of political struggle. 
Yet while she will cherish her own rich inheritance, 
and give much of it to the world, she is aware not only 
of the gross evils of the West but also of its nobler 
qualities and its beneficial knowledge. It is more than 
possible, therefore, that India will demonstrate an 
appropriate synthesis in the social order she is now 
engaged in fashioning, and direct diversity towards 
racial appreciation, international cooperation and the 
sublimation of the wild forces that make war into the 
inspired efforts that make peace. 

Jawaharlal Nehru and all other eminent or simple 
Indian patriots share the splendour of their revered 
forerunners on the day of days of their nation's First 
Celebration in knowing they build not only a nobler 
habi~atio~ for lnclia but also a bridge of enduring 
relationship between the East and the West I see it as a 
bridge of hope and fraternity, and it is as full of grace­
fulness and beauty as the brave banners upon it that 
flow gently in the free air of India. 

ONE OF THE GREATEST ACTS OF STATESMANSHIP 

I am glad to join with others in congratulating India 
on the conclusion of her first year of political free­
dom. ~he recognition of Inclia's right to be free was 
one of the greatest acts of true statesmanship in human 
history, but it was accompanied by the severe dis· 
appointment of the division of India. Despite the 

present difficulties and differences, I hope the time 
will come when India and Pakistan will be closely 
linked in a federation of nations extending als~ to the 
liberated countries of South-East Asia. 

The nrw Indian Government had to meet a situation 
which might have broken the heart of lesser men. The 
distressing communal strife with which the new era of 
freedom began, the conflict in Kashmir, the present 
dispute about Hyderabad and, above all, the assassina­
tion of Gandhiji made the com1>e of the government 
hard and critical. I think the whole world, except for 
a few imperialist diehards, recognizes the outstancling 
ability which Jawaharlal Nehru and his collea§UeS 
have shown in surmounting the intricate problems with 
which they. were faced. Before Inclia attained her 
freedom I used to say that she could form a government 
no less capable in its personnel than our governments 
in Britain. The history of this year has proved this 
to be true. 

There is one sphere in which I should like to urge 
India to play a more important role. India's repre­
sentatives in the United Nations Assembly have often 
given a lead to the world for freedom and justice. All 
peoples who have not yet won their political liberty 
have come to look to India as their champion. Yet I 
should like to see India contributing even more ambi­
tiously and fruitfully to the •solution of the world's 
international problems. I have sensed sometimes that 
Inclian leaders are a little hesitant to assume a foremost 
position in world affairs because they are acutely con­
scious of the effect on others of the distressing events 
which accompanied a communal strife. I would beg of 
them to understand that those who have a regard for 
India appreciate that these events reflected conditions 
arising from the past and that responsibility cann~t be 
placed upon India's new Government in the first days 
of her life. 

Nehru and his associates proved by the manner in 
which they handled•this conflict within Inclia that thev 

. had the spirit and the ability to help solve the greate~ 
conflict which now divides the world. India is in a 
supremely favourable position to bring about an under­
standing between the East and the West before the 
peoples of the earth are again doomed to war, and if 
India assumed leadership in this way I am confident 
th~t. she would r:ceive the gratitude and support of 
nulhons of people m all the five continents. 

India now has the task of applying her new Constitu- • 
tion and of using it to make her great by the ending 
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of phy,it·.tl 1\.ttll :111d b~ :lrrntttp.t tni n).: pt, litirJl frn ·du111 
,,·ith tltr ~~ · ~ i.tl frl'l ·dntn 11 hit h "il l ~ ll :tr.1 11tn · hn 
proplt- ht·.1ltl t. r du ra tion :nal :ti l tlw pn~nn.tl lilwn i1·~ 
which nuke· lift. good. :\l:t n1 pf I!'. "hn tl1rnu~h tlw 
yrars ;w,ori.t tt ·cl ou r~c · h-t ·s with tlH· s lrug~ lc- of l11di:t for 
indrprncll'llt'l'. " ·ill bok rnllhcic·nth I n tlw clc-wlop1111.1ll 
of Indi :1 n dc·ttlon :H'y :~ s tl11·"· ~n·.1 t l.l'b .t n· Ulldni:lkl'lt. 

(FENN ER BROCKWAY) 

" SHOW US A BETTER WAY" 

"How". I :1111 asked, " h:-ts I ndi.t i11 1prc 't'd you during 
the period u ndt-r n ·, ·inl' ?" Thl' rc is one f und:l llll'll ta l 
impress ion which is thrown into high rrli t·f h\' :tn 
initia l pn·-c·otwrption. Ll'l 1111' l'xplain. Till· pn-'dira­
mrnt of the \ \'est :trist·s front the f:tn th:~ t its powrr 

C. E. M. JOAD 

and. IliOn· parti­
cubrly. its powrr 
over na tllrl' has 
enormous!~· out­
stripped its \\'IS· 
dom in till' usl' of 
th:-tt powrr. Now, 
my initi:tl prrcon­
rrption was that 
in India this was 
not so. sincr In­
dians had inhn it­
rd a storr of tradi­
tiona l " · i s cl o 111 
w h i c· h had prl'­
l't'lltt·d tht'lll fro111 
111ak ing thr \\',·st­
nn 111 istakl's. (a ) 
of idc·ntifying a 
good lifl' with a 

multiplicit1· f · 1 . . . . o tnatrna pos~t '" ton' 111 gt·nrral and of 
gadgt·ta tn panicubr. and (h) of placinrr thl' \1'dfarc 
of sornc o 1 . . I . . .... 

. 11 pa rtH·u a r natton:tl group :tbow th at of 
mankmd as a whok. 

n.uddhi~nt. a~ I lllldt'r. tood it. had hdpt·d to prl'S!T\T 
India front tl . fi. . k . . 1t 1st llliSta · 1·. and Hmd utsll t. tht· k :tq 
cxclusivl' and . 1 · . . . p1 0 Sl' ytlZing of I dtt:'I011S. f fOIII thl' Sl'!'Olld . 
.Now tn)· " f d . . . un an1t'ntal trnpn·sston" 1s tha t I wa' \\' I'Ong 
on both accounts. . 

Th,rough Foreign Eyes 

l11di.t (,,, . . 111d illdt ·l'' '""' 111 I<' .til iltlt 'llh .111d pur-
1"''1'' ,I, ' 'll ' IJ.t, IIIII\ !Jn <'1111' .111d IIPlll ' i' gl.tddn 
.It tlw tlllltl~lt l tlt .t tt 1111 ,1'!1 · ··· ·" 1' ,,, l11· u 'i t t•~ ltn 
fn ·l'dPtll tt l l lljll ilt,· \ \ 1''1 ill It 'I~~' • I pf J,,,tl1 ,,, ih 
llli,t.tl,, ·,, lndi.tlh '1 '1' 111 Ill d, ·, itt ' 111• 11< 11 1.11' .111d Ill 

llor, hip l!t.lllt int·, " itlt tlw h '' .111d tl1• · 1"'''' 1 "' 11, 

and tP ht· it l' i ,ti ll ~ llll tltt ' P"•·uli.t r in q,.•rl. ll llc ' .111d 
n;du~i\t' 1 irltll' I h.td .tlttllhl '.tid "lti,lllrit dn 1i111" 
or the· "~:t r rc ·d 111:., ic,n" pf lh•· l ndi.111 St.tt• · pr• ·• i" ·h 
: 1 ~ if tltc·1· wnc· \\'t.,h'l'll Eu t t~pt·.lth htll i,n l l'1 
nation: 1li~ t tt. 

lt \\':IS i11 the· ht~pc · :111d lwlil'l' tlt .t l lndi. tth \lllttld 
rl'frai n fro111 ll~ing tlwir indqJI'ndt ·llt ,. tP llt .tkc· '·"rift, ,., 
on thr altt rs of tlw f:tl"· gnd, pf \\·,.,,, .1'11 ind11,1ri.tli, 111 
and t'Xl'l u~in· natiotl:tli,llt th.tt I l1.1d lwlic ·11·d in .111d 
workl'd for lndi:tn lndc·pc·nd,·nr•·. I t.llt "j, lt lndi.t 
no th in~ lwttcT. 111111 that lndi.tn' hal e' .11 hinnl i1. 1lt.t11 
that tlwy ~IHn tld n·fr.tin fnll n ft~ll1111'in~ in 111tr f"""" 'P\ 
:md should show 11 ' :t ht·ttn \\,tl·. 

THE REVOlUTION OF 1947 

T lwn· an· litany c·ott ntri1·, in wlti .. lt ~""I' ' p·.tr i\ 
pa rtirularl~· n ·ldn:tll'd. :t' tlw lw~i11n i n~ of :t 111'\1' n: t 
or l'l'<'ll of a 111'11' lift'. Tlw L' 11i1c·d St. ttc ·, ,, . l, ·hr:tlc ·~ 1111' 

yl':tr. 1776. :111d tl tt' 1 11-l'l.lr.ll it~ll " ' llld•·lwlldl'!llt ', Fr.llllt' 
cdl'br: t tc ·~ tlw y•·:tr. I ii!'J. It t Ru" i.1 1!rd.1y tl w ~· · . t r ,,f 
l'Oiltt :ll'IIIOr:ttioll i' tlw y• ·.1r. 11!1 7. l 11 E11g l.1 11d :t y• ·.11 
that u~t ·d to lw f:tll tou,, hut i, II0\1' pnll.ljl\ r11 i, t1· in 
llll'll\ llll'll llll' ic ·\, i\ tl w yc·.1r. Ifill/! tl w ~ · ·. 11· of 1\ lt.lt 
\\':lS 0 11('(' r:-t llc-d tl w C lorillll' l{c'l'f"lll ioll. Itt llldio~ 

ti ll' Gn·at Yl':tf tlw yl':tr of tl w llt 'll n.1 " ill 
lwnrdorward Ill' tlw ,.,.:11·. I !J 17. 

Thl'~t' yl'a r~ of p:11 tit ub r f'd..!H·:ct ion :11·•· t.:•' ttcT.tl ly 
conmTtc·d with thl' iclt-.1 :111d tlw 11:11n•· ,f l<n fll lllioll. 
:\l1·n ~jll':t k of ti lt ' .\ll ll'ric·:lll Rnolu litHt. tlw Fn·11• It 
Rn ·olution. tlw llohhn ik Rl'l"lutirr ll . tlw E11gli\ lt 
Rn ·olution of lhB/1. \\'ill 111"11 t'\'l'f \1)1':1k i11 tl w ft tt tll'c· 
of the· Ind ian Rnolution of 11!17 ! l'c ·rl1.qJ\. It 11 :1\ :1 
n·,·olut ion in on1· \1'11\t': it 11.1\ ·, , lll tt ting ,f tlw 
ll'lwd' : ittdn ·d it 11a\ 1'\'1'11 ll torc · it w:1 \ :t taki11g , , ,.,. 
of tlw 1dwd h)' tlw pnopln of India . But it 11': 1 ~ not 
rl'volution in anothtT , ,.n"·· if hy n·volu ti1111 you uw:111 

violrn<T. Thc·n· \1':1\ no \ iolt-mc· in 'the turning of tl w 
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Through Foreign Eyes 

wht-r-1' in tlw sunurwr of 19-H. 'J h.-rt· \\,1, .1 tflri• l 
t h:~ug1 of dirc-rtiou. and :1 qu i1·t t a~iu~ o\1 r of ' t•ntrnl 
You rnight .drnmt '"' tha t \\ h.tt I I.IJlJl~'~Wd in I fl I i 
".1 ~ tlw t omw runation of n nlution. r .1tlwr th.111 rn o­
lutiou. For tlwn· ho~d htTII nnlutiou nolu tinn tn­
w:1rd' ~r-lf-gm..-rrll rll 111 for 111.111 \ lou~.: \ 1',11 '. \\ lwu 
h i\lori. ,n ~ in I ndi:1 "i ll 1\ nit tl11 lu, ton of tlw J.t, t 

100 yt·:tr' '·'Y flft ll l 1/l"rll. \\ lt1 n tlw Briti, ll Jl;~rli.r­

nwnt too~ mer di rn I 1 ontrol lrorr t tlw E.t\1 l ndi.t 
C.:orupany. dm1 11 to I q I i tlw\' "ill \IT . . tnd thf'l' "ill 
dnrribf'. thi' n olu tiPII I l l\\ .trd' ,df-gm t'l'll llll 'lll. ' I h, .,. 
wi ll pr:~i~, · tlw pt·opl~ ' of ludi.t . and ri~hth. for tht· 
patit'Jlf't' tlwy ' ho\\'t·d in w:~itin~. and not on h \ O. hut 
a l'o for tlw l':tp.tt it \' tlwv ' IHI\\t 'd in turniu~ to tlw hn t 
:u t ounl'- t•.trh ~t . tgt· and \l•·p of tlw pron·" !0\1 .1rd' 

" ·lf-gm n nr lll'lll. Pnh.q>'. tlu·1· "ill ,tl, o h.l\ ,. \OIIlt' 
word of rornllwrHI. ttiun lor tlw llriti, Jt j>f'Oj>lt·. \\ h it h 
did 1101 t li ng tn1.11 iou,Jv to po"n : \\hit h d id lwlint· 
tha t lht· pm pJt·, ttl l11dia ou~lt t to • njtl\ tl w lilwrty 
whirh Hrit.ri 11 1'ttjo1 1'd lwr... ·ll. 1d 1idt. .11 th•· l.t't. took 
ih rour.tt.:•· i11 it' lt.tud, .utd .tt t• ·d linnh iu tll.tt hdid. 

1 .1 111 .1 11 old 111.111 till\\. I h.l\t' lotH! hdint·cl tlt:il tl w 
lll'llJl lt '\ of l11cfi.1 IIIII\( lt ,l\ I' \t ·lf-gm l'nllllf'lll. .tlld IIIII\( 

~~~ thl'ir tt\\ 11 "·" · B111 I ""·cl to dn ·.td tlw .tt tua l 
ntnlltt'll l ol ti lt' nuli11 1.: nl 1dt.tl 1011 11 1 .1~ t .til tlw Briti, Jt 
ltll,l t't'' hip of l11di.1. I ft-.11nl th.11 thnt · 111igltt hi' nlll­

' ul, inn' : I ('\ I'll fi ',IJ't'(l, .II tilllt '\, ti l. I I tl ltTt' tll it.: ht lw .I 

w.1r nl l11di.111 l ndt 'lh'ndt·ltt •.. ·" tl11-r• · 1"1' .1 ".1r of 
A11writ'. lll l lldqt•·tHin ln ' i11 I iill .llld .1fltTI\ .mk tlw 
n td h,t, noll' 'o11w .. 1110 ' .IIIII' qui,·tlv. l'lwn· h.h h,·,·n 
110 1\.1 r of lndi.1n l ndt pt·ndnu t'. I rhlt'.lcl tlw Briti, ft 
l'.trli.Ht wnt h.1, l'·'"'·d un.r uinttlll ' h .t nd llt'. lt't·ltdk. an 
lndi.111 lndqwlldt·tu·,· .\1 t. I t.llt llot hut f, ·,· l tlt-t ·ply 
gr.t lt·ful ~r.ttdu l .thmt· .til to tlw pt·oplt·, nf l udi:t. 
"ft,, h.11 ,. , Ju 1\\ 11 .t "" nl'i t.: n l't''l r.tint : hut ,tl ,o gr.lld ul 
ln tlw 1\riti, Jt pt•t•plt- ( !11 "ltidt I ht lou~.: l . 1\ hi, It lt .l\. 
- I \ t' tll un· to tlt i11~ ' lttlllll uudn, t.tndiu!! .t nd a 
'l' ll't' of ju, ti,·,·. :\!.11 "'' tlt >l ht• proud on hnth ,id. ·, ­
ho tlt in l ndi.t :11HI in 1\ri t.tin proud of .1 rt 'ltllu tion 
11 hi, It h.1, h, ·,·n .t '"'"lttllttt.llit•n of ,·, olution : pl <lttci 
"' .t rn nlut i, •n ' ' hit h h." t Pill!' not hy ,·ioknn·. hut 
"' lht: \1 , 1\ p( Jlt '.ltt' .tlld .tglt'l'lllt' lll ? 

:\ly lt~•p• · .tnd 1111 IPIII!ing i' th.ll "''' m.11· n•nti111 11• 
:,, "''~'~ IPI!t'llt,·t t qu.tl hut ·'"''' i.ttrd. t'<JH.tlh In··· hut 
it~innl tPgrtht'l 111 .t uttllu.tl n•llalll>t.llion. Of 011, . thin" 

I .1111 ' " " ' th.tt tlt t' pn•pk~ nf lndi:1 will h1· p;rl'a~ 
(!II n to tlw Ct~nlt iiPII\\ l'.tlth which 11 ill he IIH''' ti nnk 
h.t,rd ''ll the uniwr.-.d Rit.:hh of :\bn - thl' Ri!!ht' ~~·f 
l\!.111 ,., ,.,., "lwn· irn·'P"' tin· ,,f r:u·,· :tnd rdi·~it•n. 

int·sprcti~t· of :Ill difTm·ncn. - if the pcopb of Indi.t 
, outimw to ~i 1 ,. tlwir tn·:t utt·, of thought to ib g ro\\ th . 

(ERNEST BARKER) 

" DESTINED TO TAKE HER PLACE IN THE FOREFRONT 

OF NATIONS" 

D L' RI ·c.; tlw l't':lf 1 h.ll't· lwl'n pri1 ih-~rd to bt· 
:\ nwrir:~ n .\ntb.1s~:~dor to l ndi .1. 1 h;~,,· had :~n 

opportunit~ to t onlirm th1· in tprn~ion' 1 g;tilwd wlwn 
1 l'i,itl'd thi ' IIHIIHry in 19~ 2. On th:t t OtTa,ion. 1 wa~ 
illlj)l t''"'d h~ tlw induqriou' ch:~ r.tc ter of tlw (Jl'oph­
:tnd h~ tht· ittllllt'll\t ' po"ihilitit·' fo r dn·dopmt·n t of 
indu'-lrial .111d a~ritultur.d tTOilOIIII. Jn tlw b~t t11dn· 
Jttontlh. I h.ll'r· htTn a bit· to :.t't' tht·,,· thiu~, ,., 1· 11 111on· 
< 1<"• · 1~· and I .1111 II ton· than ,., ,.,. < nm i111 ,·d th.lt .t ~n·at 
futun · lir ·~ :-t lwad for India. 

It ll'.t~ a thrilling 
l'Xpl' rit·tH c for llll' to 
be pn·s,·nt in I nd i :~ 

on tlw occasion of 
tht· adl't'nt of indt·· 
pl'ndt'tlrt '. I ~han·d 
tht· joy of thl' (JI'O· 
pll' of Ind ia as thl'y 
found tht· tmdl'l'S in 

full t'OIItrol of tlwir 
Oll'n d,·,tinil's a nd 
ll'ith politica l mwr­
l'ignty \'I'Sll'd Ill 

thl'm~t·h t'S. It ha~ 
IJ, ·,·n 11 ith profound 
~:u i~fanion. t oo , 

HI:.',. R). F. GRADY th:n I haw wa tch-

of til• ' c· l'd the prorrcdin~s 
, .nn,tit llt'nt As~1·mbk d I . . :~ n ~l'l'll t 1a t tlw spi rit 

of th~· llt' \1 r~:t llon's founder~ i' un:lllimou lr dn oted to 
thl' ldl':t l ol <'ttinrr up f d · • 

. · . e. sa l'guar lor tht· inhn <'nt 
n.Hur.tl n~lll of ind il'id 1 

· U:t S, as a lrUI' dt·nlOI'I';Jt' \' lllllSl 
' 't tblt,h thl'm. · · 

O n, thin'.! dJ:lt ha~ im()I'I'Sst·d mr 11tO"t I . b h 
· .· . ' las t't·n t c 

'llhtttll .tnd ;,·.tl \\ llh ''hich lnd', I · d . h 
· • I :I s 1 :1 , . , :. :11·t· rome 

'" t: t IJ>- "lth tlu· almoq o,·,·r.rhdm' bl 
f · 1 mg- pro cms con-
rontlll !!' llt'Jil "lwn tht·l· ass d 

· · unw control of the 
llldl'pt·nd,·nt D(ltninion. T hl'St' probl . 
I . . t ms a rl' , ., ·r.· com-

p 1 x :tnd would haflk an1· group f 
1
. . · 

· • 0 po 111c-a l ll'adcrs 
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anywhere. So I have great admiration for the progress 
that has been made in solving these many questions and 
a deep sympathy for those who have had to search for 
a way out of the maze. 

The untimely death of the immortal Mahatma 
Gandhi just at a time when India was beginning to 
stand on her own feet was a serious aggravation of the 
problems I have mentioned. His passing was a personal 
Joss to me just as it caused great sadness throughout 
America, and my sympathies for India's leaders were 
deepened by their bereavement of a great spiritual 
guide whose wisdom and serene goodness was a vital 
bolstering prop for those beset with staggering practical 
difficulties. The manner in which the people of India 
have resolved to adhere to Gandhiji's ideals in carrying 
forward the work of peac<: and unity has been most 
heartening, and I think it is cause for optimism that 
this spirit of resolve is so genuine and widespread among 
people of all walks of life in India. 

While I am more convinced than ever that India 
is fortunate in having many talented and capable 
leaders, I believe that the best hope for the future lies 
in the fine basic qualities of the people. I am impressed 
with their industry, their friendliness, their genial 
temperament, their desire for peace and harmony­
qualities derived from India's great ancient culture 
which gives them the stability and understanding that 
will carry them forward through difficult times. 

India wants to raise the standard of living of 
her people. She wants to develop an educated 
population, a population in good health. She wants to 
catch up with the industrial development in other 
countries, basing this expansion upon the already solid 
foundation existing here. These things arc all good 
aims, and I am sure they will be attained. There is 
naturally a desire to accomplish all this in the shortest 
possible time, and to jo that is not easy. I believe 
that rapid strides can and will be made, and the one 
element i~ progress made so far in that direction that 
appeals to me most is the obvious determination to 
carry on with the programme while preserving liberties 
and keeping the sovereignty in the hands of those to 
whom i~ properly belongs, the people. · 

I am leaving India for a new assignment that my 
Government feels is urgent. But my departure will not 
mean I shall lose my interest in this country; on the 
contrary, I shall watch closely the future events that I 
am confident will further confirm my sincere belief 
that India is destined to take her place in the forefront 

of nations: with all .~e. ad;ancemen.ts that a modem age 
can contnbute to ctvthzatiOn arrrumg ultimatdy to the 
benefit of the fine people of this great nation. 

(Former U.S. Ambassador to India) 

"LEADERS OF THE INDIAN GOVERNMENT SPURRED 
ON IN THEIR SERVICE FOR THEIR PEOPLE" 

After gaining their national indt'pcndcnre the 
leaders of the Indian Government and people are to 
be congratulated on having made all·out dforts to 
achieve prosperity and democracy and to usher in an 
era of peace, prospedty and plenty. The mt•asure of 
success they have already in the first year in such 
directions or their independence cannot fail to 
evoke worldwide admiration. It can be said that the 
communal disturbances and the passing of Mahatny:t 
Gandhi, rather than divert them from thrir set tasks 
to any serious extent, have only animated thrm and 
spurred them on in their service for their people with 
undaunted courage and unflagging determination. 

ICHIA-LUEN LO) 

(Ambassador for China in India) 

"TASKS OF UNPRECEDENTED MAGNITUDE 
FACED WITH HIGH COURAGE" 

It is inevitable and proper that, on each anniversary 
of the 15th of August, 1947, a date enshrined in the 
history not only of India but of the world, all who have 
been privileged to know this great country should run 
their minds back over her successes and failures, her 
achievements and disappointments, her joys and sor~ws 
in the twelve months that have gone before. Dunng 
these, the first twelve months of her independence, · 
the kaleidoscope of the Indian scene has fonnc~ ~nd, 
reformed in varied pattern. There was the s!J~ng 
spectacle of her people's rejoicing on the assumption 

h th ombrrness of events of sovereign power; I ere was e s . . . 
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111 tlw .11111111111: 
ll.ltion lllllll l lllllg 

hr:~h tn• v. nf " 

dw11 ''·" dw tr:1~ic ~.:lnon1 of .1 
ih , , n.-r:1ll'd l··::ci•T: thn•· \\';1' dw 
d1 ·11 1111i111'd r.dl-, I ro111 thilt hlcl\\ : 

. of tltl' fu<a Indian 
(;m, ·rnor (;rnn:l l : 

and tht'l'l' \\:l 'o the 

-.trikin~ displ.l\' al 

thc ·ir lc-:1\· in~ . 11f dw 
c·-. tcTIII and afll'l·­
ti~>n in "ltich the· 
1.1-,t Briti, h Ccl\'1'1'­
IHlr ( ;,.n·T.d and 

Coullll'·' :\lount­
h.ltt•·n of Bur111:1 

\\'t'IT lwlcJ. 

s m ., ua:., c E s HosE 

Yrt thl' ':1rir d 
p:llttTn hdd ron­
, i, tc'IH y of thrmc·. 
tiH· l'nn-;i,tc·n• ~ of :1 
n·solu \t' will to llltTl 
a nd 0\'t' ITOIIIt' diffi-
ndtit·s. It is no 

r :l\1\t ' for 'I" pri"·· or di,:tppointiiii'IH, th:Jl diffindtic·<, 
:li'CI\c·: .il l rountric·, "dl'c·1 tltl'ir ~t' \'t'l'a l tri:J I~ . 

more· I '' P~'~ i.dlv 1\'IH'n thl' \\t:'ll'ld 111 1-:• 111'1':11 1' 
'o tf(lllhlc·d. ' ll~t · rr i, 'u rd~ c .1u,,. for :1d1nir:~ tion 

at dw ltiglt c tll ll .lgc· "ith ''hit h t.1'k' of unpn·n·d,·nt•·d 
lll .ll.!llitndt· lt:l\'t' lwrn f.1n ·d. :lt dw :1hility ~hm, n in 
gr.1pplin~ "ith tllt' '·'' t problrm' tint b,.,,.t tlw nt'\\' 
l11cli.t. .1 nd .11 dw prol.!l't''' m:ldt· to,rard, 'oh in~ tht 'lll . 
Tlw ro111ing \'t':Jr ''ill llt' nnt· of f.11du l dn i'iom and 
th• ·~t · :ll't· still m.1ny diffindtit"' :JI11'.1d. l ndi.1 \ I rirnd' 
and '"·11-\\ i' l11·r, 1n:l\· not on I\' hopt'. hut trmt. th.1t , Ill' 
\'ill (\\t' l't'OIIII' tltrm. 

( ll i!,! lr Co111111 i"i"n' 1 for t/r, l ". f{. in l nr/io) 

"IMPLICATIONS OF MY IND:PENDENCE DAY MESSAGE 

FULLY JUSTIFIED" 

.\ \\'.11' .It:•' I \\;1\ pri\ ilt-c,:c·d .. 1, l ligh C:onnui"innn 

fpr C.111.1d.1 in lndi.t. t•' ' ·' '"'' dw 111'\\ 'O\l'rt'i~n 
Sl.lt•· ,,f lndi.t. I tht'l1 ,,1id. pf l11 di:~. th:-tt as a l>t'oplr 

tllt' "i' '"'"l .1nd •·:-..pni.·111 ,. of dlt' • t' nlllrir.; '"·n· hd1ind 
ha .. 111d ·'' .1 St.lll', thl' :~rdou1. tilt' , o11lidt·11• ,. :~nd thl' 
.1,pir.ll it'11' ,,f \ OIIth \\'l'n· "ith hn. \\'hat lt .1, lt .1ppc·11t'd 

in tht' ,·1-.1r doc·, not .dtn "" l)t' li..f tlwt tilt' implications 
pf Ill\ . l nckp•·ndt·nt c· I )" y lllt'":t!.!:t' "•·n · fu lly jmtilird. 
1 t \\'Ould 110t bc " ·n,ihk to pn·tt·nd th:H 1'\'t' rything has 
~onc smoothly sinn· .\ ugusl I :1 l:bl: I ndi ;1 n st;'ltl'. mrn 
do not lt,·,it:~t• · to ~;1\' tha t . UIWxp•·• tt ·d prohkm 
h,\\t ' :Hi'-t' ll :1 nd th :l t ' ''P' 'I t•·d prohh-111\ h.1\'t' pro\'rd 

mon· difTirult of 

~olution than it \\' ;'I ' 

hotwd tlwy might 
be. In my \'ll'\\'. 
nothin~ could br 
111 o r t' rrassunn~ 

th:-tn thr rr::dization 
of thl'Sl' fan~ and 
tlw r;Jndid l'X prrss­
ion of tlwm by rl'~­

poll',iblc- min is ter~. 

li I :1 111 too fr;1nk 
in -.:1yin~ that at 
one st ~g.- I ":1~ 

sniou: I · :tbrnwd hy 
tilt' (I I:.III UI1 ;1 1 situ­
~t;l n in this coun­
try. I :1111 'qually 
hmw~t in t ·xp:c·"in~ 

Ill\ sinrc;·,. :lclmira­
tion for th(' t our:~~r 
and :.kill \\'ith \\'hich 
rn tilic·d. both lw 
hy thc pcoplt·. 

JOHS D. KEARXEY 

that ~ itu :-t t ion \\':IS md and brgrly 
thr rt'spon, ihk authorities and 

The pt·oplt- of I ndi :-t :1 ppr:-t r to be cqu:~lly st'ized of 
tlw import:l iHT :-t nc! difficulty of their other domestic 
:-tncl tTonomir prohlt-1m. :'\o more than otlll'r countries 
I for tlh'M' problt-111, do nPt t'<.srntially difTn in kind 
from tho,r f:~n·d b" othn t:tlt'' a t r rit ir :ll periods in 
t! J"i r hi,ton·) Ill:\\' lndi :~ <·xp,·r t to resolve thcsr 
d iffi< ultic·;; in ti lt' firq 11101\l.h·;. or \'l'a rs. of her n:~tion­

ho.,d. r 11 our Can.1 di :~ n t·xpericnrr. thr firld of 
d"""''ti• .111d ,., ono1 nil' prohlnns is onr in \\'hir h 
!!0\c·rnnwnt 111:1\ guidc :1nd i1~'truc t. but in which pro­
r.: n·" in tht· long rnn d•·pt·ncls upon the realiza tion of 
nt'l'\' r iti7t'll th.ll IH· IIIU\t rontributt· to. as wrll as 
rrn· i\'t' fm111. tlw rorpor:~tt· rO'ort. 

In thc fidel of fon·i~n pol icy. C:-tn:Jdian :~ nd I ndian 
,·:-. pni,·n• · ·~ h:n ,. hn·n difTnt·nt :1nd I ndi:~ 's. thl' morr 
diHirult . C:.1nada's •·ntry into \\'Orld d iplomnry \\'<tS 

o;r.1du;t l. a t :1 p:HT fixt·d hy oursel\'l'S and in rirrums­
tann·.. <'0111par:~ ti, ..Jy sp•·:~kin~. of intcrnntional 
tr.1nquillit~ l ndi:1 finds lwr:df thrust abruptly into 
tlw tnrtun ·d politics of :1 di"id .. d \\'orld. Hl'l' rrspons-
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ibilitics, placed as she is, arc very heavy. As a close 
and friendly observer I have beeJI impressed with her 
determination to develop her resources to a level con­
sistent with her responsibilities, with the combined 
realism and idealism in the statements of her foreign 
minister, and with her evident intention to play her full 
part in the international organizations on which, 
so far as we can now see, the future of world 
depends. 

I gladly avail myself of this opportunity, on India's 
• .,~£cond Independence Day, of conveying to the people 

of India the felicitations of the people of Canada and 
of expressing the cordial birthday greetings of all 
Canadians. 

JOHN D. KEARNEY 

(High Commissioner for Canatk in India) 

"NOT MUCH OF A FOREIGN LAND" 

I have the signal honour of bringing the message of 
goodwill and friendship from Free Burma to Free 
India after the two countries have left the 
shadow of thraldom. I came to India as to 
a great familiar neighbouring country and holy land 
of pilgrimage. Coming frotnz.Rangoon I found India 
not much of a foreign land. Everything I saw was 
reminiscent o{ Burma's past and present. The scriptural 
scenes came to life and I fe It as if I were back in the 
great past where our Lord went about turning the 
Wheel of Dharma. I have visited various centres of 
pilgrimage and to a Buddhist it is indeed an achieve­
ment of a life-time. Although we are passing through 
critical times the holy places continue to attract pilgrims 
from all over the world. At the last Buddhist Confer­
ence at Sarnath over which I had the honour to 
preside, I found Buddhist pilgrims from Burma. 
Ceylon, China, Tibet, Nepal, Chittagong and 

.. ~ashmir. I.t · is a matter for gratification for me 
a.nd· the Buddhist world that the great Hindu popula­
tion of India has of late evinced great interest in the 
Buddha and Buddhism. This fact is significant not 
only from the religious aspect but also from the wider 
aspect of social and political unity of A•ian countries. 

Since India's attainment of freedom there have been 
groat disturbances, but these sad events do not seem 
to ?ave a serious effect on the overall progress of the 
nation. Under the able leadership of Pandit J awaharlal 
Nehru the nation appears to have realized the dangers 
of disunity at this juncture and rallied round 

lhrough, ..fortignL Eyesi 

the great leader. The successful formation of various 
unions of States testifies to the desire of all sections of 
people in India for a United India. It is my ~at 
sorrow that the greatest tragedy of modern times should 
occur within the tenure of my office in India, -
the death of Mahatmaji. His life of martyrdom was 
crowned by a martyr's death. The whole world is 
inconsolable at the loss. I was at his lxdside shortly .. 
after his death. I paid homage to his remains, as I 
would to my parents and most revered persons. I 
remembered very distinctly the pall of tragedy that 
hung over the people in Delhi for days. His funeral 
procession was miles long. I was present at the im­
mersion ceremony and witnessed the immense crowd 
surging under the blazing sun over the banks of the 
Jumna to pay their last homage to Mahntmaji. Even 
in .his death he had done a lasting service to his nation 
which he co loved. The pt·ople of India lxgan to 
regard the communal harmony as a thing Mahatmaji 
d2sircd of all things and therefore a thing all who love 
Mahatmaji should strive for. 

During the period under review the last in the line 
of the great British administrators and statesmen of 
India, Lord Mountbatten, relinquished his post. The 
great service done by him to India will be long 
remembered in India. He came to India at the most 
critical period of India's history and with consummate 
skill and wisdom he cleared India of the hurdles 
which were considered insurmountable. He was 
succeeded in his post by one of the greatest sons of 
India who had striven and suffered for the freedom of 
India. No fitter man than Shri C. Rajagopalachari 
could India produce to give her the guidance and 
lead she needs in the initial stage of her freedom. 

Last))', I am proud to be Burma's first Ambassador to 
Free India and I am fully convinced that the people of 
India- the heirs of a great heritage- will march 
towards their great destiny under their great leaders. 

(U. WIN) 

(Ambassador for Burma in India) 
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''FULFILMENT OF RICH POTENTIALITIE5-

NEED Of THE HOUR" . 

I came to India in SrptemberJ 1946, soon after th~ 
· Cabinet Mission had completed their task and departed 

rocommt•nding the execution of their plan· to the Viceroy 
and the Indian lradrrs. Since then I have seen pass 
by with almost bewildering rapidity, a succession of 
momc·ntous events: the British Prjme Minister's state­
ment rdinquishing · British ·Power in India, the 

· .Pppointmrnt •: of .. Lord Mountbatten as .India's 
Govc·rno:· Grm~ral, the .Mou'ntbattcn Plan of June 3, 
1947, the withdrawal of the British· from India 
and the emergence of India as a Free Partner in the 
British Commonwealth of Nations. These were all 
ewnts which brought rejoicing to India not unmixed, 
liowcvcr, 'IVith sadness and disappointment at the parti­
tion. But they were followed by other· events which 
were tcrribl" and which shook the very foundation of 
the new state; the.. ravages and suffering of 
the ro;;,munal uph;aval which began in the big cities 
and culminated· in the most stupendous mass migration 
ever known; ~nd most tragic of all, the ass~sination of 
Gandhiji who more than ·anybody else was the 
arrhitc~t of India's freedom. In the first year of their 
indcpcndcnrc the Indian people ran the gamut of human 

'emotions from the exultation of August 151 1947, 
through the indescribable misery and suffering of the 
communal outrages to the ineffable pain and. grief of 
tl).e entire nation at the death of their father. It is 
not merely in the political, social and economical fields 
but in concrete terms of human life and suffering that 
the effect of the recent changes must be assessed. To 
us who are the friends of India, such profound and 
far-reaching events have served to strengthen the bonds 
of friendship and to enrich and deepen our own per­
sonal rxprric,nce. 

It is hoped that out of their trial and suffering 
the Indian people will emerge p~rified and strong to 

face the problems of the present: Fulfilment of her rich 
potentialities, which for centuries have been only partly 
developed or not developed at all, is India's need of 
the · hour. · India is a country · with the largest 
undeveloped· potential. Now • for the · first time in 
centuries India has a Government ·of leaders who ' . . 
command the confidence 'arid the love of . the millions. 
In spite of· the most harassing and difficult problems, 
it can be said that the first free Indian Government . 
have succeeded in inaugurating a New Era of tru:te 
constructive endeavour. Some have accused th 
Government of apparent inactivity and ·slow prog;. s 
but when· one considers the nature and· magniture of 
the obstacles. the Government have encountered, ~uch 
criticisms .seem captiou~ and unfair. 

I have ·firm faith · in the. greatness of India's 
destiny. Her tradition and her culture have always 
placed spiritual values above the material. In a world 
poisoned by power politics and materialism, the signi· 
ficance of Mahatma Gandhi lay in his . demollst~ation 
that the moral and spiritual value~ which his. country 
has always striven for, can and should be appli.ed to 
politics as wei!. India's ·unique. contribution ·to 
civilization, ·has b~en the. ·message . inherent in her 
ancient tradition· and expressed in our times by the 
precept and practice of Gandhiji that all phases of 
human . activity whether on the individual, the 
national or the international plane should be governed 
by moral and spiritual values. Never has that message 
been more urgc:nt than today. 

.. 

(M. W. H •. da SILVA) 

(High Com'!lissioner for Ceylon in India)' · 

·"The mess<1ge of the East, the me ss<1ge of Asi<l, is not ·to be le<1rnt through 
Ellrope<~n spectacles, not by imit<1ting the vices of the West, its gunpowder and 
atom bomb." 

-Mahatma Gandhi. 

88 TilE FIRST YEAR 


