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"W~ DEDICATE OURSELVI:S ANEW" .. 
.;; · of th pain of partition. We 

'oiced at our achievement in spate • 

T 
HE 15th of August come ond ~e ~•lm and the opportunity that freedom brings. But though the sun 
looked forword fo tht sun of r•; ~ I d nd for us it remained a twilight hour. It has been a long 
rose It Will hidden from ut by ar c ou s, a F fr dam Is not a mere matter of political decision 

twilight and the brlghtnell of the day is still to co~•· or .:;ortont that is ecCinamic policy. It is of the 
or new Con•rlfullons, not even a matter of 7.hat dsl m~r~ ~ged anJ the hea'rt is full of bitterness and hatred, 
mind crnd htarl and If the mind narrows ltse an s e o 

then frHdom It absent. . . for us in 1 lte of all that has happened. The 
Another 1 Sth of August has come and rt IS a salem~ day gone forwa';d some distance aiCing our long 

year ha• coMlderoble achievement to its cr~dit anddweh ialive,. n and of a betrayal of the spirit that has 
h 1 also full of unhapprness on um a ro . • f th Journey. But I e year s h th triumph of evil in the assassrnatrCin o e 

been the redeeming feature Clf Indio. This year ;s seen :uld there have been fa( anyone of us than this. 
Father of the Nation, and who! greoltr ahame an sorrow c • 

1 
b 

1 
this aalemn doy 01 we should, but our celebration cannot be one of VCII~giCiry and pious 

We ce e ra • ne of heort·seorching and a fresh dedication to our cause. Let us thank not sCI. much 
platltud.._ It muat be ob I h t have left undone and what we have dCine wrCingly. Let us thank Clf 
!If what we have done ut o w a we d Let think of 
tht mltllons of rtfugees who, deprived of all they possessed, are still homeless wan ~ers. 'ted u~. tty for 
the mallei of India who continue to aufler and who have looke.d to us with hope a~ wa~ pa ren 

0 
betterment of their unhappy ICI!, Let us think , also of the mrghty rtsources of lndra whrch, if harnessed 

and utilized for the common good, can change the face of .India and make her. great and prCisperaus. To 
thlt great task let ua addren ounelves with all the strength rn us. 8ut <1bave all let us remember the great 
lellon• that Mahatma Gandhi taught us and the ideala that he held aloft f<1r us. If we fCirget thCise lessons 

and tdeala we betray our coult and our country. 
f I d d d dl I. Ourselves anew to the great cau~e of free Sa on this anniveraary a our n open ence we e co 

India and her people. May we prove worthy.- JAI HIND. 
JAWAHARlAl NfHRU. 

* * * * * 

"LET NO WEAK THOUGHT DISTURB US" 
' 

T
HE 15th of August, 19A7, will alway• remain a memorable doy not only In the history of India, but alse> 

tn that of Britain, tht CommCinwealth and the World. Never before, an· any single day, did ~ many 
mllllona of people achieve their llberoliCin. For Britain it was a day Clf pride and glCiry - pride in 

anllllng a people to fulftl their destiny and glory In the voluntary transfer of daminlCin over a large Empire._ 
The Commonweolth acquired a member which, was at one time characterized "a lost d<1minlon". The world 
secured by Its Council a valet Cll once unique and free - uninftuenced by power politics, prompted by lofty 
Ideals and urged by o new philosophy. 

What we hove achieved, what we have avoided, and what we have fCiiled ICI secure- all these ore 
matters !If recent history an which lilt public CQR CCime ICI its own judgment. If SCime hopes have prCIVed 
dupes, many fears hove proved liars. We have survived disasters and shCICks -the greatest of them which 
coat us the Fother of the NatlCin. Our GCIVernmtnl, aur odminlstratian, our ftnances and Clur peCiple - all 
reeled under many a blow, but we miraculously revived and stood up ICI fCice the whirligig of lime in all its 
revenges. We stand !Ciday ftrm and determined, ready to utilize every oppCirlunity that may came our way 
to enhance our preatigt, uphold our h<1nour and safeguard our welfCire. 

Let no one feel that we Clrt not olive ICI the dangers and the seriCIUsness of the problems that face us. 
Let them reflect on the difficult legacies we received, the handicops under which we laboured, the dangers we 
had to face, the disasters we had Ia surmount and tile embarrassments we had ICI avoid. Surely, if in 
spite of them we art still on our feet and are able ICI IOCik the whale WCirld in the face, It is a testimCiny to 
our vitality, our courage, and our faith. On this, the first anniversary of our freedom, let nCI weak thCiught 
disturb us; Instead, let us resolve ICI labCIUr fat- our country and our cause with redoubled vigour and courage 
and renewed fCiith in our destiny. It Is only thus thCit we CQn succeufully guard the priceless pCissessiCin we 
have secured Clfter yeors of blood and toll and suffering - the Freedom of the MCI!hertand. 

6 tHE FlliST ma 



tGreethtgdl 

FROM THE RT. HON. LORD PETHICK-LAWRENCE OF PEASL.Al<E, 

11 Old Square, 

L.lnooln'S Inn, w .o.lt. 

It gives me the greatest pleasure to wish India 

many happy return~ of the day on this first anniversary of 

her life as an independent nation. May her renown increase 

from year to year and may her name be honoured throughout the 

world as a defender of justice freedom 

* * * * * 
On the first anniversary of Indian National freedom and sovereign independ· 

ence I write as a friend and well-wisher of India to congratulate her people and to 
express my heart-felt desire for their happiness and prosperity. 

The last year has been a difficult one, and many of the difficulties were 
inevitable; indeed, it is remarkable that there has not been more trouble and disorder. 
ln this respect the more gloomy of the prophets of disaster have been confounded. 

There are still many difficulties and complications ahead. These are both 
economic and political and are in part due to the general disorgani~ation in the 
world, and especially in Asia, following on the upheaval of the second World War. 
Yet, taking a long view and looking well ahead, India has a tremendous opportunity. 
Her long association with Britain has given India some ilaluable assets. Apart from 
technical and material progress India is the only country in all Asia that has had the 
opportunity to develop democratic forms of government as well as having had the 
opportunity to prepare for these forms of government. 

In the true ~ense of the words, India is thus the most progressive nation in 
Asia and has the opportunity, and, indeed, the responsibility, for assuming the 
political leadership of Asia. This leadership can combine the best spiritual forces 
both of the East and the West and can play a great part in the future peace and 
progress not only of the peoples of Asia but of all the world. 

TilE FIRST YEAR 7 
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.Greeting. 

I 1end my greetings and good wishe~ to the people of India on ~h~ ~e~ 
annl11er1ary and I am sure that the 11ast maJority of the people of Cheat Br1tam JOm 
with me ln

1 

this expression of our renewed congratulations to India on the attainment 
of her freedom. 

A year ago, and what a short time that is in the agelong history of India, 
amid scenes of great rejoicing where11er Indian people were gathered together through· 
out the world, India celebrated the achi1wement of her Independence. 

AU her friend., of whom I claim the pri11ilege to count tnyself one, ha11e 
watched with intense interest and sympathy those first and difficult steps which she 
has taken along het• path of freedom. We ha11e admired the courage of her leaders 
and the constancy of her people and we ha11e sorrowed with them o11er the tragic loss 
of their great and inspired Mahatma Gandhi- a loss which the whole world shares. 

But though that great human spirit has gone from us, the ideals and teachings, 
to which he ga11e his life, li11e on as a sure guide to his people through all their 
difficuleies. 

The generous affection shown to Lord and Lady Mountbatten on their 
departure from India, whom they ha11e ser11ed so well, is, I am sure, a token of the. · 
friendlhip and good feeling which exists between our two equal nations. We shall 
do our utmost to deser~~e the continuance of the close friendlhip which they fostered 
between our two countries with such outstanding success. 

There is much that we can do in this 11exed and troubled world to help one 
another to build up a better and happier life for our peoples and in that common 
cflort we shall, I am sure, find the most certain pledge of our continuing friendl-y 
relations. 

We greet the great Indian people on the first Anni11ersary of their independence 
and wish them God's speed on their joume-y. · 

.f;ta/1-d c~ipp• 
* * * * * 

In this one year of India's independence the people of the United States ha 
leamed more about India than they ha11e e11er known before. In all the pr · lie 
centuries, which were the years of our brief national life, India's people were sh e~~tdouds 
• I ' I' N h ks • . fr I d' roo e m co on:a •.sm.. owh, t anh toal.,,lSitd~s on:_ n 1a and information sent from India, 
!"e '?'et uegmmndg to dear th e r.e n 1a speahK. . Americans are reali:ting with dawn. 
mg m crest an won er t at JUSt o11er our or~ton, within a few winged d h 
lies a great country, hitherto unknown. · ays, t ere 

Let there be aU possible communications between us. For 'th all d 
humility we Americans are beginning to /ind that Indians are congenial U: M ue 
Indians than any other Asian c:iti:tens speak ouT language. The lnd' 0 115' ore 
, f h • h d . I l'k . lan temperament IS art rtg t an art1cu ate, 1 e ours. Whate11er barriers th 
surmounted. India and the United·States can face boldly our d·it are cfan be 
are basically enough ·alike to be friends. 1 erences, or we 

" 



FEW chapters in the rich and varied chronicle of the 
.. struggle for freedom of nations through the ages 

excel the thrilling story of India's bloodless revolution, 
which, under the inspiration of our Leader, Mahatma 
Gandhi, won her Independence jnst one year ago. It 
wa;; a magnificent initial achievement magnificently 
sustained >despite the stupendous and alniost simulta· 
neous . internal calamities that might well have crushed 
a people less courageous and less dedicated to the 
ideal of liberty.- Now our immediate need and our 
urgent task is to fulfill the manifold implications of 
real freedom in every sphere of national life so that 
India might resume her due and natural place in the 
leadership of the world. 

.,. 

SAROJINI NAIDU 

(Governor of the United Provinces.) 

. TodaY. we have completea one full year since ·we 
attained· our Independence on thC 15th of August last. 
As we look back, we find that it has been a year of 
·great expectations· and great tribulations. On the 
·morrow of our independence, our joy was marred by 
the tragic happenings which followed the partition of 
·th~ country. Gandhiji, who had led us to freedom and 
·who ·provided the unfailing source of moral sustenance 
to the nation h. its darkest hours, was snatched away 
from oW. midst. Millions were uprooted from their 
h~mes and the adininistrative problems created became 
stupendous. Many of these hapless refugees have been 
already settled, and others are being rehabilitated 
~.thin .the limits. of our means, but we are facing 
bigger problems · of national' economic reconstruction. 
. Our productive machinery has slowed down so Seriously 
that we fate an economic crisis.' . Unless we can 
. t.~iate our plans into action in terms of inCreasing 
standards of living of the masses, ·they will remain 
mete aspirlitions:. At .this crucial period in our nation's 
history, we need unity above all, for without unity, the 
task of national reconstruction will remain unfulfilled 
·~c( national ·~efen~e wili be jeepardised. We must 
'rise aboVe ·local and section31 ·interests and avoid 
;~pti~e · .rend~cles w~ch. may weaken national 
~~gth and. soli~tY· . . · · · · · .. :-..- . - . .. . . . 

SYAMA PRASAD MOOKERJEE 

· ( MiniStu 'for Industry· and Supply, 
Gouernl'llent of India.) · 

I am glad to know that the Ministry of Information 
.and Broadcasting is bringing out a Souvenir to com· 
memorate the first year of India's freedom. ·I write 
to wish the enterprise all success. Although it ha:s been 
a yeas of unprecedented difficulties Jor both Govern· 
ment and the people, we have reason to congratulate 
ourselves on the success with which the more serious 
of these difficulties have been surmounted. We still 
have trying problems ahead of us, but I am convinced 
that if we remain united and apply ourselves with 
renewed energy and wisdom, we shall in time solve 
them. Freedom can neither be achieved nor 
preserved eXcept at a price, and we as a people must 
be prepared to pay the price in unremitting effort 
discipline and sacrifice. ' 

• 
JOHN MATTHAI 

( Ministei- for Transport, Government of India.) 

.. ·• <>. 

A year has rolled into. eternity. In tills short space 
this country has moved so fast that old land-marks 
have completely. disappeared. · Problems of a type 
which have never faced any country in known times 
bad to be tackled. I often wonder from where this 
great capacity, this great patience to see through what 
we. have seen, could have come. The Hindu civilization 
iS undoubtedly very sticky and in spite of our inclination 

. to be fatalistic in this particular respect, this country 
has .shown the triumph of endeavour over destiny. On 
the 15th August, 1947, there were 600 and odd Indian 
States,_ all . claiming sovereignty. Stabilising freedom 
w.as a Job. However, the States question has been solved 
.to the satisfaction of all concerned and this has enabled 
. this country to stabilise freedom. The internal difficulties 
were and are undoubtedly there, but .1 should say the 
Government has got now a finn grip over the situation. 
The seeds of future greatness and progress will soon 
begin to sprout. Freedom is only a means to an end, 
the end· being full opportunity to every individual to 
realize whatever is best and noblest in him: Conditi~ns, 
both moral and material, have to be created to achieve 
this end and these conditioos will flow from suitable 
action- legislative and executive -taken at an appro- • 
priate moment by the Government. I have no doubt 
that this will· happen. Looking back, there is no· reason 
to regret- every reason · to rejoice. ·The performance 
may seem meagre·to some, but there is'UlOre in promise 

-~ FIJIS'l' YEJUl ,9 



and that is r~:ally magnificent. The future will respond 
not to slogans but to hard work quietly done. New 
political habits have got to be developed to sustain this 
inheritance of freedom. It will take time, but a sense 
of responsibility is a condition requisite. Let us hope 
that the second year of our Freedom will witness distinct 
progress and will be moving rapidly towards what we 
have laid before us as our ideals. 

* 

N. V.GADGIL 

(Minister for Works, Mines and Power, 

Government of India.) 

* * * * 

The 15th of August l947 has passed into history as 
the day of the attainment of our cherished goal. Let 
us again rejoice on this day, which is our greatest 
national festival. But let us not forget in the thrill of 
joy that eternal vigilance is the price of liberty. We 
have yet to build up the edifice of our national 
character and to train and discipline ourselves in a 
manner that each one of us becomes a sentry standing 
guard to the country's honour. There could be no 
more appropriate occasion than this for us to dedicate 
ourselves anew to the services of the country and to 
renew the solemn pledge to spare no endeavours to 
make Mother India great and glorious. Complacency 
in any shape or form will be fatal at this juncture when 
every ounce of our energy is needed for the preservation 
of our freedom and when the tender plant of our 
independence needs tending with our sweat and blood. 
Greed and narrowness sometimes threaten to over
. shadow our noble virtues and much loose and ir· 
.responsible talk is abroad. · We have many enemies 
to face, and are yet to convince the watching world 
that we have developed full strength, both moral and 
material, to maintain our independence. This is no 
small danger: it is a chnllenge to us as a nation- a 
~rent to our very existence. 

. JAGJIWAN RAM 
( Miraist~r for Labour, Gov.rnmtnl o.flndia.) 

* * * * 
~ India won its.long-sought freedom on the memorable 

. l~th of August last Y,eat. Ever since then, we have 
tried to bring that freedom to the dooR of those who 

• 
'to 

reside within the millions ~f India's cottages. Unless 
freedom lights up their homes and brings comfort and 
cheer. i_nto their lives, the 15th of August may cease 
to live in the memories of our people. May we, there
fore, strive for this great and inspiring idelll! 

* 

. . 
JAIRAMDAS DOULATRAM 

(Minister for Food and Agriculture, 

Government of India.) 

* * * * 

A year, ago to-day, we celebrated our Independence 
Day. An era had come to its end. Another, the era of 
our dreams, had begun. We were free. We had come 
to our own. We heralded tJ!~ day with legitimate joy. 

' 

A year has gone _by today. It has been a year of 
great anguish and deep sorrow for hardly had we started, 
when we found ourselves overwhelmed by an unparallel
ed · unleashing of sinful strife and beastly passion. 

·Millions of our people found themselves carried away 
in the 'storm. Hundreds-of thousands were uprooted. 
Innumerable innocent lives were lost. ·So often during 
those · anxious months, when gloom • hung low · and 
heavy, some even wondered if Destiny wauld cheat 
India of her hard-won freedom - if we would survive 
the· catac1ysm. 

'BUt those surely were moments of m~mentary weak
ness. The world knows how' resolutely and with what 
great faith the evil was arrested. We have indeed 
m~ch to be thankful for. Never perhaps in history has 

· a Government had to face such tremendous odds in 
50 short: a period. We cannot yet say that our· trials 
have ended. ·But no one doubts that the worst is 
over.· 

Today, as we celebrate the first ~versary of ··our 
:lnd~pcndence Day, it is our bounden·duty to re-pledge 
our loyalty to our Government. Let this. faith- be the 
symbol of our unity. We have.much•to do yet to rid 
o~rselves or. the. evil of . the past iear. Let us do it 
wtth resolution and remember that th f · · · e measure o our 
success and the speed with whi-"- • 
d · ds. · · "" we can 'orge ahead 
epen upon the measure of our co-operation with 



every element of our national life and the loyalty we 
give to our national Government. 

BALDEV SI~GH 

(Mitlister for Defence, Gouemment of India.) 

* * * * * 

Twelve months have gone by since the liberation of 
our country from foreign domination. After the advent 
of political freedom we had naturally hoped t6 devote 
0111 our time and attention, as well as our unlimited 
energy and abundant resources, to ·the building of a 
New India- the India of which we, in the Congress, 
have dreamt, and W?rked for, and for which thousands 
have laid down their lives and millions suffered. 
But to our great- misfortune and discomfiture we we,; 
confronted with a situation for which we were not at 
all prepared. ·The barbarous scen~s which India wit· 
nessed before and after the partition have made us 
hang oudieads in·shame before God and Man:· History 
tells us that even ip the remote past, when Europe and 
Asia ·were scenes · of religious wars and crusades, in 
the name of God _and Religion, people in India, belong· 
ing to different creeds, were tolerant 'towards each 
other and lived amicably. It will again be for History 
to record its verdict on the 'divide and rule' f>Olicy of 
British Imf>erialism which has been I>rincipally respons
ible for the communal venom that has engulfed India. 
It has ·been resf>Onsible for the brutal murders of 
thousands of innocent women and children and the rope 
and abduction of a still larger number. M;illions of 
our countrymen have been uprooted from their hearths 
and homes involving incalculable hardship and misery 
and I~ of f>roperty. · 

Our Leader and Father of the Nation, Mahatma 
Gandhi, spared no I>ains to stave off the mounting tide 
of. communal fanaticism, rapine and murder. And he 
did succeed in his efforts to a large extent. His tragic 
end in the great cause was his biggest triumph. What 
he failed· to achieve by his post-prayer speeches and 
fasts was ·accomplished by his glorious death.. His 
death, has. cast a shadow of gloom over the land; but 
his shining ~amf>le and teachings still beckon us to the 

- path he bas shown, The first· Anniversary of the 
achievement of freedom cannot, therefore, be an oc· 

• casion of unmixed 'rejoicing. 

Sons of Israel, after their deliverance, had to go 
through wilderness, suffering, untold hardships for a 
long time, and even decimation, before reaching the 
promised land. It is said that God revealed to Moses 
that it was not without ordeal that Man could be Free 
and worthy of the citizenship of the Holy Land. May 
be, India too is passing through a similar ordeal before 
complete political, economic and social freedom is 
achieved. We have to shed our false pride and 
petty prejudices, short-sighted communalism and 

. narrow provincialism before we can enjoy the full 
fruits of freedom. Let us, therefore, hope and pray 
on this solemn occasion that necessary far-sightedness, 
strength and courage be vouchsafed to us during the 
ensuing year to work for the high ideals for which our 
Beloved Father, Mahatma Gandhi, lived and worked. 

* 

MOHAN LAL SAKSENA 

(Minister for Relief and Rehabilitation, 

Gouernment of india.) 

* * * * 

When I was a young man, I remember Dr. Annie 
Besant saying in one of her speeches, "Ohl the joy of 
being a free man in a free country!" Yes Freedom is . . ' an mestimable gain, but, as there is no rose without a 
thorn, freedom has its responsibilities as well as its 
rights. The Indian Union came into being at a time 
of very great stress. We must never forget the extra• 
ordinary difficulties, the aftermath of war and partition 
which faced the Central and Provincial Govemmen~ 
in India, We cannot expect these worldwide' 
difficulties, to be overcome in a short period 
of time. That would be to expect the im
possible. I feel that not only should we be grateful 
for the sacrifices of those great persons which have led 
to our freedom but we should give to them ample time 
to surmount existing obstacles. It is sad to think that 
while we have achieved our freedom we have lost 
during the months that followed that venerable world 
figure who more than any one brought freedoiJl within 
our reach. Let us do our utmost to follow in all 
humility his ideals of peace and unity. 

MAHARAJ SINGH. 
(Governor of Bombay.) 

\ 

THE FIRST YEAR 



n~•JttmliJ 
Twelve months ago India achieved her lon~·dcsired 

goal of 'Independence after a struggle rangmg f o;er 
many yean. These twelve months have beentho hiDllm· 

Our immediate task is to produce an . atmosphere of 
confidence and security, congenial to stable pro~css and 

I. n'ty India's colossal resources awrut steady 
• d 'ally to those at e e mente stram an stress, cspect all d 

genera prospe · • b 
mobilization and; in whichever provmce they may e, 

of afl'a1n. Seldom has any Govemmcnt been c ~ 
upon to face problems of such difficulty and complexity 
as the Govcmment of India during the past one Y~· 
It is important, I think, to realise this and those : o 
voice their impatience that progress has not· . een 
quicker would do well to realise that on: y:ar •18 by 
comparison a very short period in any nations hlllt~ry. 
They should rather consider the fact that ev~n dunng 
this short space we have a number of great achteveme~ts 
to our credit of which we may well be proud .• At e 
same time it. is equally important to guard agamst ~y 
feeling of complacency. Solid work and co-operatio? 
amon~t all are necessary to build up the future of thiS 
country and by solid work I mean whole-hearted 
endeavour and not the mere shouting of s}ogans. Let 
us remember the anniversary of the btrth of our 
independence should not be merely an Cl<cuse for 

their fruits are for all alike. If only the era ~f product
ive plenty is allowed to be heralded, there will be more 

k ' r all than they can handle and greater 
wor 10 m' th 
abundance of essential and other commo ties an 
the people have so far been able to dre~ of; Those 
confident hopes, however, cannot matenalise m a day 
nor can harvests be ripe ovemight. Cottage and heavy 
. d tn' es will take time to arise, and it is for the people 
mus 'I'd t themselves to proceed in a disctp me manner o 
organise their activities in such a way that there should 
not be any siackness or loss of working hours. ~et us 
all unite in the common effort not merely to gtve all 
our people what they urgently need but also to make 
our country really great. 

I b tionl - 'tt should be an occasion for each one of 
ce e ra • f 1 d' 
us to dedicate ourselves afresh to the semce o n ta. 

ARCHIBALD NYE 
( Govtrnor of M adrar.) 

* * * * * 

· The peopl~ of India came into their heritage a year 
ago after centuries of hearr-rending vicissitudes. ~e 
have now a whole year of political freedom for whtch 
we 'liad been struggling for 28 years and longer under 
Mahatmil Gandhi's guidance. This was only the first 
step towards the fl!ller realization of our life-long 
dream. Unprecedented misfortunes have taken a heavy 
toll during the Intervening months and, worst of. a!l, 
we have been witnesses of the greatest tragedy m 
India's history in the violent end of the greatest apostle 
of j,eace our age ha,s known. The Central Govemment 
has had to face 11nparalleled dif!iculties which it has 
~n able to control. with .considerable measure. of 
success. The administrative structure which it inherited 
after mucl) mutilation offered a problem of no mean 
~agnltude. Had it .not been for the confidence which 
Pandit Nehru, Sardar Patel and other national leaders 
commanded among the people, this structure would 
have collapsed after the hard knocks which fell to 
India's lot. We should thank our stars that we have 
gone ·n long way towards full recovery. 

* • * 

ASAF ALI 

(Governor of Orissa.) 

* 
·Twelve months ago Inma became free. Much has 

happened· since to rejoice over and much too, to regret, 
Freedom has· been won but the main Architect of 
Freedom has been lost, Suspicion and lust .for power 
'and Wealth stalk the world and frustration and greed 
find many strange bedfellows~ With the result that t)te 
m'temational situation is becoming more ominous and 
iess hopeful for tl}e establishment of universal peace. 
If only Mahatma Gandhi had been with us at this 
~ critical stage of human progress! His preachings 
are, however, there to remind us !>f the high ideal 
which, according to him, should be the aiJ)l of every 
man or woman to attain by all peaceful means. To my 
mind it. is. necessary that putting aside desire for wealth, 
fame or power we should demcate ourselves to ~mbat 
ignorance, poverty and disease anc!, to Promote a strong 
s~nse o( Inman citizenship, free from vul~ty, sordid
ness or bigotry in any form. If our.minds be moulded in 
patterns: of noblest nationalism that is entirely f~ {rom. 
~e faintest 'Wnt of communal, . racial, linguistic or 
ten:itorial bias, and our he;uts be fi}U of "the ni.iJk of 
human kindness", we shall be able_ to Pl'eSefV!: o~ 
independence, grow and prosper, arid l!lso ·tQ 'pl!J.Y 9ur 
proper rol~ in the evolution of the hw:riaq race. · · · · 
~~. , ..... -,:;~·~···#·· 

·M: S.·~y .:.". 

(Goumwr of Bihar.) 

THE FIRS1'. 'YEAil 
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Many grave and difficult problems face us today. people of India show the same discipline as thev have 
If they are to be solved satisfactorily and happily, we done during the first year of our Freedom, we may 
must fulfil certain requisites, viz., internal peace and • look to the future with confidence and hope. 
complete harmony amongst the various sections of the A. HYDARI 
people, work in co-operative spirit and self-less devotion 
to the cause of raising the standard of living of the ( Gov1mor of Assam.) 
millions who live in villages. 

/' 
MANGALDAS PAKVASA 

(Governor of the C.P. and Berar.) 

* * * * * 

This is the first anniversary of Indian Independence. 
It was realised that it would require skill and fortitude 
on our part to overcome its attendant perils - the skill 
of people in positions of authority and trust, and the 

· fortitude of the people in general. During the last 
twelve months the difficulties and dangers encountered 
have been even greater than was at first imagined 
they would be; and yet we have lived through them. 
This is evidence of the inherent strength of the Indian 
Union. Battered we are but undaunted, and if the 

* * * * 
It is indeed in the fitness of things that a Souvenir 

should be brought out on the 15th August to com• 
memorate the first year of ·rreedom. This, our first 
year, has been none too easy for us. In fact, our 
Gl:>vernments and our people, including those in the new 
Province of the East Punjab, have had to face most diffi· 
cult and complex problems. Nevertheless, throughout the 
year we have been making rapid strides towards the 
stability and consolidation of our Indian Union, and 
our freedom is now firmly rooted. Many questions 
still stare us in the face, but I am sure that, given hard 
work, discipline, spirit of service and goodwill on the 
part of our citizens, we will solve them successfully. 

C. M. TRIVEDI 
(Governor of the East Punjab.) 

"There is no bTavery gTeater than a resolute refusal to bend the knee to an 
earthly power, no matter how gTeat, and that without bitterness of spirit and in 

the fullness of faith that the spirit alone lives, nothing else does!' 

-Mahatma Gandhi. 
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