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Commonwealth of ~ations, a new constit,utinnal 
scheme, when the time comes. ·There has been 
''ery strong insistence that the framing of that 
Rcheme should be primarily the respomibility of 
Indians themselves, and should originate from 
Indian conceptions of the social, economic and 
political structure of Indian life. 

" HiR ~{ajesty's Government are in sympathy 
with that desire, and wish to see it given the 
fullest practical expression, subject to the due 
fulfilment of the obligations, with Great Britain's 
long connection with India has imposed upon her, 
and for wh'ich His M aiesty's Government cannot 
divest themselves of the responsibility . 

., .Meanwhile they will welcome and promote, 
in any way possible, everv sincere and practical 
step that may be taken, by representative Indians 
themselves, to reach a basis of friendly agreement 
firstly on the form which the post-war representll· 
tive body should take, secondly upon the prin­
ciples anrt outlines of the constitution itself." 

(~) MR. AnRr's SrATElrE:xr D.!TED THE 

14m OF .n·rn·sr 1940. 

"Agreement, consent is inJeed the foundation of 
all free Gevernments, of all true democracy. 
Deci~ion by a majority is not so much of the essence 
of Democracy as a practical convenience which 
presupposes fot• its proper working an antecedent 
general consent to the constitution itself. It bas 
indeed in most federal constitutions been limited 
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