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REPORT 
ON TRE 

AD~v:INISTRATION OF THE EXCISE DEPART:viENT 
IN THE 

. ' 

ASSAM \1 ALLEY DIVISIOt~ 
FOR THE YEAR 

SECTION I.. 

GENERAL.· 

1. The eonsumption of country spirit, gatJjct tl.nd opium increaseu during the 
Consum tion.. year nn~er report. b~ 14·7, 8·6 and 2·~ per cent: re~pectire· 

· P · .. ly. Th1s all round mcrease was attnbuted prmmpally to 
natural revulsion after tl•e collapge of tlle temperance agitation of the non-co-opera
tors. The consnmption of country spirit and ganja was higher in almost all the plains 
districts, wllile in tbe districts of Kamrup, Varrang, Sibsagar and Lakhimpur more 
opium was consumed than in the year before. ~rhe consumption of liquor and drugs 
mainiy depends upon tbe purchasing ·power of the consuming public. Labour 
conditions were generally good and the price of indigenous products ruled high. The 
garden coolies were l':l)so earning very high wages in consequence of the improved 
conrlition of the tea industry. Better supervision, detection of cases of illicit distillation 
and of s:verat ganja cases, the vigilance exercised over the sm.u~gling of 'Malwa 
opium and the increase in the number of foreigt1ers addicted to gan.fa were aclditional 
factors at work. · · 

2. 1Nith the increase in consumption of liquor and dl'llgs the revenue demand 

D d 11 t
. a for the year under all heads expanded from Rs. 51,55,500 

eman , co cc Ions an expen- t R - 18 S8 h · • • R 3 63 388 7 diture. · o s. 5o, ,8 s OWing an Inc r3ase of s. , , or 
· per cent. Both license fees and duty contribute;d towards 

this striking increase-license fees Hs. 1,95,582 and duty Hs. 1,65,165. The demand on 
account of licrnse fers under the principal beads of Excise revenue and from 
duty were Rs. 29,09,291 and Rs. 25,85,059, respectively, as against Rs. 27,13,709 and 
Rs. 24,1H,894. 'l'he total receipts were Rs. 56,82,120 as compared with Rs. 52,10,639 
in Hl23-2,L 'Ihe~e figures do not however include colbctions made for the Frontier 
Tracts. . Of the total demand J'Ccoverable during the year over 99·99 per cent. was 
realised. Rupees.110 'Were remitted. The expenditure of the department excluding 
refunds granted to 1he vendors was Rs. 1,14,341 as compared with R-;. 1,14-,2Dt; 
in the _preceding year. ·A sum of Rs. 18,425 as against ns. 1,74,!147 had to be 
refundea during the year. Of thjs Darrang alone was responsible for Rs. 17,744. 

3(i; In o!uer to check the consumrtion of country spirit the Deput,v Commis~ 
sioners have been authorisr.d to close 3 or 4 

Administrative changes and country spirit shops in a district between 
ref·rms. 

the hours of 2 P.M. and 4 P.M. on days other 
than market days, holidays and Sunuay!l. 

(i'i) The system of settling opium shops by tenclcr has been extended to the 
district of 1\owgon~. 

(iii; 'll:e system of selling opium only to consumers who holu passes from the 
Deputy Commissioner has hecn introduced in Kamrup with eiTect from 
tLc 1st July 1025, and will be extended to all districts with effect from 1st 
April1U2G or !JOs~ibly even earlier. 
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(iv) It h~ts been ordered by ihe Government of India that all payments for 
opium supplied to the Excise Department should be made as so1u as it is 
sent out of the facbry. Consequ~ntly the whole of the sale proceeds of 
opium including the cost price will be shown under the new head " gross 
receipts on issues of excise opium" in the Imperial Return No. I. 

(v) In accorJance with the decision made that" duty should follow consump· 
tion '' instructions were issued regarding the sale and payment of duty 
on foreign liquot'. Duty will now be recovet•ed from thu m:tnufacturer 
or wholesale vendor in the province of manuf:.~cture anrl the excise 
authorities of the exp:n·ting province should report to tl1e impcn·ting 
province the total a1notmt of liquor el:ported and adjust the amount of 
duty due to the importing pt·ovince by transfer credit. Tbe exporter may 
also at the time of payment of duty credit to the importing province the 
duty due on the quantity of liquor despatched. 

4. The Looal Buards and ~{unicipalities were consulted in mattRrs of general 
and local importance connected with excise administra· 
tion and in reg'll'<l to sites of all new and olJ excise and 

opium shops. The Dhubri Municipal Board objected to the location of the town 
liquor shop at its present j':jte hut the objection was overruled as th0re was no 

_ other suitable site. The Nowgong Local Board recommended that the opium shop 
at Debnarikali should be closed, The Board's recommendation could not be 
accepted as the closure of the shop would cause grave inconvenience to the inhabitants 
of the. are!\ which it serves. No objection or suggestion was received. from any 
other Board. ' -

Local public opinion. 

The names of villages in which excise shops were opened fur the first time are 
given- below :- . 

(1) One country ·spirit shop at Bhaoraguri in. the distt•iot of Goalpat·a. 
(2) One country spirit shop at K.umarikhata in the district of Kumrup. 
(3) Two oplu·m shops-one at Sarutamuli and another at Gerua. in the district 

.. , . . of n~rra.ng. . 

5. As regards the .teaching of temperance in schools the Director of Publia 
t h' Instructinn reports that no ohange in the · system was 

Temparance eac 1ng. made during the year. 

6. Settle nents for the year 1925·26 show a decrea~e of Rs. S:t,898 in comparison 

R It· f tt-1 t f th with those for 1924.-25,. the total estimated vend fees 
.esu s 0 se. emen s Ol' e b . Cl' R ~7 98107 1' . t R 28 s·:> 00"' . 'I'h . year 1925·26 :-Ap~endi:t D. · emo s .. ., , , on y as agams s, , ..,, a. e 

. . . decrease 1s ··shared by Nowgon~ (Rs. 50,;>72), Darrang 
_{Rs. 35,928), Lakhimpur (Rs •. 2~.915) arrd the Garo 'Hills (Rs. 408), while the other 
districts show· an increase. The inereases were in Sibsagar ( Rs. 14,097), Goal pam. 
(Rs. 9,012) and Kamrup (R~. 3,816). 'Ihe net decrease of Rs. 84,898 was mainly 
dne to the decrease in the estirnated vend foes for the opium shops owing to the fmther 
rerluction of the ration fixed for the shops .. 'fhe fp,es for the counh•y spirit shops in 
Darrang. and the ganja shops in Nowgong and La.khimpur and in the Garo Hills 
were. also somewhat low, Increase in, the consumption of liquor aud drugs, which in 
its turn meant incrl:'ased profits for retail vendors, recovery of the trarle from the 
effects of the so-called tempBrance movement and the improved condition of the 
tea indu,try rendered tl1e pro;;pects of the tt·ade Vet·y hopflful !lnd hAlped to stimulate 
competition at the auction sales. In Dibrug:trh the c )ill petition was so intense that 
for many sh lps there were over 100 biddet·s and in th~ case of one opium shop there 
were as many as 198. N ow·a-da,ys all the excise and Dpium shops are settlod in 
consultatiop with the advism·y committees. The auction system bas in fact been 
replaced hy selection and the result is thftt every onP. bids much above the maximum 
price fixed fot• the shop. 'fne difliculty of selection of vendor:; iu Dibrugarh, it is 
said, was gt·eatcr than ever. Thf' max:irnum bid acceptable was offered by as many 
as r::JO to 7U persons for ea"h shop. Erentually the Deputy Commissioner distributed 
the shops by lot. The inevitable result of this was an enormous crop of appeal,, 
Ultimately the Commissioner ha.d to revise the settlements of a number of country 
spirit and gnnJa shops. The experiment of settling opiurn shops by tender was 
successful this year .. The Deputy 0Jrnmissiouer of SibsaglH' reports as follow·s :-

"'!'hi~ sy>t.:m proYel satisfactory. '!'here .. have bcc.'n no complaints hitherto and the delay which 
took place bst year in opening th~ tenJ,~rs in court a.•1d clas;ifyiug them was obriatcd· The uns~eruly 
d'stnrha·,ce~ aad noise which are bound to occur whl;!n wou!J-b~ less~e> an: a!lo1vcd to shout out tl1etr 
rte•1dc.:; in COlli:'~ were also a\oided." 
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In reporting the results of settlernent of excise and opium licenses the Deputy 
Commissioner of .Nowgong made the following remarks :-

"The experiment of set·Jeruent by tender was I thi'lk a success, one great advantage of the 
tend< r sy~tem ii:! the fact that a convenient interval can be kept b~tween the receipt of the tender 
and the convocation of the Commitcee, which enahles the officer manazing the settlement to arrive 
at his ]eisnre at a consi iere I opinion as to the way in which shop4 should be settled. It is interesting 
to note that in some c.~ses wher..J last year there was only one bidJer, and the shop was accordingly 
settled at a low rate, this year the p1·eviou~ lessee, who was also the on ·y applicant fearir.g that h& 
mirrbt lose the ~>hop if he offered too low a bid made a. more reasonable offer, in some ua~es going as
hi;h as the maximum fixed for the shop. " 

With effect from 1926·27 this system of settlement, will be extended to other 
districts. · 

7. All the reports and returns except those of Kamrup and Darrang were 
received in this uffice in due time. In t.he case of 

Reports and returns. K arnrup, the entire excise staff was very busy -vrith the 
IE'eparation and issue of passes to opinm consume1 s. 

SECTION II. 

COUNTRY SPIHJT. 

8. The total revenue amounted to Rs. 14,66, 765 or Rs. 2,32,1911 in exc~ss of that 
for 1923·2!L. 'Jhe area~ under the outstill and the contract 

. Geueral; Appendix A, Return I. supply system remained the sa~e as in the previous year .. 

9. The total receipts rose from Rs. 12,25,430 in 192:3-24 to Rs. 14,55,527 d.u;ring 
the year. Vend fees yielde 1 an increase .of Rs. 1,08,003 

Conti-act supply system: Appen• d d t R 1 22 0 · 4 th ' t'~ t ·1 f . th t J!x A, Returns I, III ani! IV. an u y s. , , f1 , e respec !VB to a s or e w:o 
years being Rs, 5,72,179 and Hs. 8,~3,348 as against 

Rs. 4,fH,l7G and Rs. 7,61,254. All the districts except the Garo.Hills were responsi
ble for the increase under vend fees, the increases being Rs .. 47,218 in Sibsag<tr, 
Rs. 42,427 in Lakhimpur, Rs. 10,766 in Goalpara,- Rs. 4,523 in Darrang,. Rs .. 1,.988 in 
Kamrup and Rs. 1,2Sl in Nowgong. As reported last year the increases. were partly 
due to the increased consumption of country spil'it ·and partly to the favourable 
settlement of the count,·y spirit lica!!:se:~. l1he OJmpetition: for these licenses \vas 
generally keen in every district 

The issue strengths of distillery liquor and the rate of duty remained the same 
as in the previous year. The cost price of liquor was: however raised from· Rs. 2·3·3 
toRs. 2-6-0 per L. P. gallon. · 

The total number of shops licensed for the retail sale of country spirit rose from 
109 _to 115. All the districts except Lakhimpur and the Garo Hills were responsible 
for the increase. Several distillation cases were detected near Bhaoraguri in the 
district of Goal para and the local people also applied for a shop. The need was found 
to be real and a shop was opened at Blraoraguri. In Kamrup a shop which could not 
be settled in the previous year was settled during- the year and ancther shop was 
opened at the request of the Manager of the .Messrs . .Birkmyxe and Company's ·grant. 
A shop at Orang in the district of Darrang was necessary as several new tea gardens 
were oprned near Orang and the Nepalese were reported to manufaeture. large quanti
tics of liquor near Majhat and Dhanshi tea gardens. For the convenience of the 
Nepalee sawyers and the hill people a new shop at Dipbu on Assam·Ben~Sal Railway 
lras opene:l. The absence of a shop near Barputhar in the district of 8ibsagar led 
to illicit dhtillation and snle (Jf liquor bv the Ncpalee settlers in the Nambor. To put 
a check on this illicit trade and to rne.Jt the demanl of the garden coolies a shop 
was requhcd at ~arpathar. In Lakhimpur the ar~angement made to settle the 
4 shops, viz., Guijan, :\lakum, Dun.duma and Saikhowaguat as one unit with certain 
restrictions \Yas continued. The license of the Dhoolie canteen in the distdct of 
Sibsagar was renewed. 

10. The consumption of country spirit increased from 151, 892 L. P. gallons 

Comumption irt contract area. 
to 1:4, 340 L. P. gallons or by 1 t·7 per cent. All dis~ 
tricts except Nowgong and the Garo Hills showed an 

increase. Increases were marked in Lakhimpur, Sibsagar, Goalpara and Kamrup, 
the percenti:lgr~s being 18·li, U·01 33·1 and lQ•,.t, respectively. The most general cause 
at wurk was undoubtedly as rqJOrted in 1Ui3-21, the gl'adual recovery of the trade 
from tlte effect of the non-co-operation mnvemcnt coupled with the p~·osperity of the 
tea industry. The increase may also be ascdbeci to bettor supervision and detection 
uf a number of cases of illicit distillation. Irregularities such as, short measures and 
dilution of spit-it with water were detected. in a good m'any shops especially in the 
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district .of Sibsagar. The variations in thr other districts are small anJ call fur no 
special com.ment. 

11. The number of case!' of drunkenness ·.ras lSG as agti'nst 1::11 in the previ~.u" 

D k 
· vear. It is genemliy rem:nked that. the nnmher uf such 

. run enness. •· · d ct tl th t' 't f t£ prosecutions epen s rn .1er on c ac IVJ y o 11e t0wn 
police, than on any increase or decrease in crmsumption r f li-1u·n·. ThPJ'e was an 
incl·ease of 30 cases in Goalpara and this is said to have been due to the activity 
(!)f the previous.lessee who tried to expose the new licensee. It is, however, rcpo1 ted 
that drunkenness near the shnp premise.,; has consider11bly decl'ease,l with the iJltro
duction of the contract supply system. 

12. There we:·e 7 excise wa1·ehouses in the heginn1ng of the yeat·; hut the ware-
. house at Golagohat had to be clo-5Pd in DecetnLer 1024 as 

Exoise warehouses. '-' the building was declared to be very unsafe. The same 
contractors Messrs. Hajee Ismail Sait and Son!'l of the Russa Distillrry, Calcutta, sup
plied the spirit required for this division. 'l'he quantity of c.mntry spit-it received in 
the warehouses during the year was 185,8,10 5 L. P. gallons as ag·tinst 1Gl,361'2 L. P. 
gallons in 1923-2J, li'orty L. P. gallons were issned duty free fflr political purposes. 
·.Lhe transit and stm·a2;e wastages \\'ere 1,9:!3 and 928·5 L. F. gallons as compared with 
1,63t 4 and 985'7 .L. P. gallons, respectively, in the preceding year. Losses in certain 
consignments sent to the·warehouses at Dhubri, Jorhat., and 'rinsukia mainly account 
for the increase in transit wastage. No fault wa.s found with the quality of the spi
rit supplied. The stock of spirit fell much below the prescribed minimum on SP,Vet't.tl 
occasions as the supply of liquor was not verv regular. The work of the Jorhat 
warehouse was not managed properly and the Inspector in charge was removei from 
1\Arvice. 

'l'he expenditure on the warehouses on capital account was Rs. 851 and on repairs, 
Rs. 2,370. 

13. The outstill system was in force in the North IJakhimpur subdivision of the 
district of Lnkhimpnr and in the hill portion of the Garo 

Outstill system. Number of Hills district. Seven licenses as ag-ainst 6 in 1923-2t were 
licenses and re"l'enue: Appendix A, · ~ 
Beturns I and m. issued. The license fee~ amounted to H.s. 11,23S as against 

Rs. 9,HO in the year before. 'l'he increase was dne to the 
better settlement of shops in the North Lakhimpur sub 1i vision as well as at 'l'ura. 

14. No sample of spirit . was sent for ar:alysis to the Customs and Excise Chemist. 

Analysis. Calcutta, during the year. 

SECTION III. 
FOREIGN LIQUOR. 

15. Ti1e number of licenses remained the same-62-as in the previous year. All 

L
. d A d' licenses except tbe one at Tura were settled under the 
1censos an revenue: ppen u: :fi d f Th b . , . 

A, Returns I and III. · xe .oe system. e ottlrng license at D1hrugarh was 
renewed. Tbe total fees realisecl amounted to Rs. 9,3-13 

as against Rs. 9,489 for 1923-2t. Consumption was 21!,667 gross gallons as agaimt 
23,707 gross gallons in the preceding year. 'l'hese figures do not, however, include 
impods by private individuals for their own use. Foreign liquor docs not compete 
with country spirit in this division. 

16. Ten licenses as against 6 in the preceding year wm·e issued for th('! sale of 

Medicated wines, 
medicated wines. 

17. 'f4irty-nine licenses as _against 34 in the previous year were iisuecl during the 

D t d . ·t A a· A year for the s~le of denatured spirits and for possession of 
eua urr spm : ppcn IX , l . 't • f h 1 1 }' 't n t 11 Return nr. sue 1 spm m excess o t e ega 1m1 ; l,·lJ"' ga ons 

1 were sold as against 1,230 gallons in 1023-2±. All dena-
tured spirit is imported from outside the province. There is no evidence that J.enu.turc(l 
spirit is used as R.n intoxicant in this division. 

SECTION IV. 
TARI AND PACIIW.JI. 

18. Six licenses, viz., 3 in Goalpara, 2in Kamrup and 1 in Lakhimpur for the 
vend of fermented /ar·i were issued durinc; the ycn.r as 

'1'ari licenses and revenue: Appen· · , 11 
dix A, l{eturllS 1 and lii. 11!!1:linst 5 in the previous year. A sum of r:.;. 2,7 0J as 

against 1\s. 1,613 in the preceding year was rcnliscd fl._~ 
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license fees. No license for the sale of pach~oai was issued. The consumption of tari 
and pachwui, as reported last year affected the sale of country. spirit to some extent. 
The fees for the ta1·i shops were further raised during the year. · · 

SECTION V. 
HEMP DRUGS. 

Ganja. 

19. One hundred and thirty-seven licenses were issued during the · year as against 
. · . 133 in the previous year. There wll.s an , in~reas~ of -one 

LICenses and revenue: Appendix: shop in each of the districts of Goalpara and N owgong 
A, Returns I and III. 

and a decrease of oEJ.e shop in Sibsagar .- , · . 
The number of wholesale licenses was 25 as compared with '26 in 1923-2-4.. The 

total revenue for the yPar ·\Vas Rs. 4,62,4~5 as compared ·wibh Rs. 4,20~786 in the 
preceding year. ' .Towa~ds th3 increase vend fees co:itributed Rs._ 2:L,67l anA duty 
Rs. 17,004. . 
· The vend fees rose by Rs. 8,4.04 in. Goalpara, .by Rs. 7,811 in Kamrup, by 
Rs. 6/i65 in. E:ibsagar by Rs. 3,008 in Lakbin;tpur Q.nd, by Rs. 9ll in Nowgong. 
These increases are, as· in the case of co·mtry spirit, attributable partly to fav.ourable 
settlements of shops ~ud partly to increased consumption of the· drugs. : . 

The decrease of Rs. 1,328 in Darra~g wa9 simply due to ·poor competition at the 
auction sales •. Vend fee~ for the shop in the. Garo Hills were ~·13alised in the district-
of Goa.lpara. ·· 

20~ There was a further increase of 19 ma.urids 21! seers in consumption, the 

C 
· t· . £ • • , total quantitv consumed being 2±5 mau:nds 9 seers as 

onsump Jon o !Ja11Ja= .t~.ppen- d ·t·h 22~' d' 2 , • , th · · , · · 
dix A, Return IV. compare ·w1 t> maun s 5 seers m e prevwus year. 

Owing to the higher retail price, viz., ann1ts 14 per toh 
of ganja the consumption declined by · 35 seers in the Garo Hills but. increased in· 
every other district. . 'Ihe increases of 7 maunds 18 seers . in Kamrup ~nd .5 mauntls 
l8 seers in Goal para are snicl to have been due to return of iiofn:ial cond.ition after the 
last temperance movement. . Decreases in these two districts irl 1921·22 we1!e 76 
maunds 13 seers and 16 maunds 28 seers, respectively. In Sibsagar the increase was·; 
4 maunds 31 seers and is attribute:! to .. tlie detection . of several hill ganfa cases and· 
of cases of illegal cultivation of ganja plants. Better- ri:ianagetnent. and supervision· 
of the shops in Lakhimpur and the. larger influx of foreigners addicted to gattia on .. 
account of favourable jute .trade in Nowgong. were .given as the. reasons for the· in• 
creases of 1 maund 14 seers and 1 maund 1 seer, respectively, in these two districts. 
In D:trrang the increase wa8 oiily 17 seers. · · · · · 

The .wholesale prices charged by goiadars -~aried from Rs. 7 to Rs. 8 a seer. 

Blzang. 

21. No license for the retail sale, of bh'J.n{j was issued during the year. Six drug· 
gists' permits, viz., . 4 ,in Kamrup and 2 in Sibsagar as 

Licen>es and revenue: Appendix A f 
A, Returns I and III. against 8 in 1923-24 were granted. sum o Rs. 10 was. 

realised. as license fees; 

SECTION VI. 

OPIU~L 

22 .. The total number of licenses for the sale of opium was 2,62 as compared with 
265 in the preceding y~r. In Darrang the number w~s 

Retail licenses und revenue: Ap· h h 
pendix A, Returns I and III.. reduced by 3 by the clo ure of one shop w · ic was con· 

siclerr.d too close to another shop ancl hy the amalgamation 
of 3 other shops into one. The receipts for the year were Rs. 33,e9,05V as against 
Rs. 35,23,758 in the year before, an advance of Rs. 1,45,299. Vend fees brought in 
Rs. 21,1~,597 and dnty Rs. 15,56,460, the corresponding figures of the preceding 
year being lls. 20,21,853 ~nd Rs. 14,9s,goq, respectively. Every district shared in 
the larger recPipts accrumg from vend fees except Goalpara and Nowgong where 
realisations decreased by Rs. 3,729 and Rs. 21,726,. respectively. Sibsa!!ar heads the 
list with an increa"e of Rs. 53,811. Next comes Darrang with an increase of 
Hs. 25,836 followed by Lakbimpur and Kamrup with Its. 20,316 and Us. 18,206. In 
these districts more o~ium was conSllmod than in the ye~r b~fore. _ 
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· 23. Consumption inct·eased by 21 maunds 9 seers or 2·5 per cent. Eight hundred 

C 
• A d' ·A R · and forty-two ma.unds 27 seers of opium as against 821 

onsumpbon : ppen tlt e· d · 19 '>3 · .1 • turn IV. ' maun sl8 seers m :.. ·21! were consumed dur!llg tbe year. 
The increase was distributed over all the plains distiids wit b. 

the exception of Goal para and N owgong. The highest increase, viz., 14 m:1unus 30 seers 
(7·1 per cent.) occurred in Sibsagar and was attributed to the fact "that comumers who 
gave up the habit of taking opium during the time of the non-co·opcrr.tbn movement have 
resumed the habit and those who reduced the daily dose have again increased it!' As 
reported last year a number of shops in this district remained closed every month after 
the full ration had been sold out. In certain shops the monthly ration had to be 
raised by the Deputy Commissionet•. Next comes Kamrup with an increase of 
7 maunds 14 seers (9'6 per cent.) due to a people being accustomed to higher retail rate, 
better prospects of the year and introduction of pass system in the neighbouring 
district of Goalpara." An incre'lse of 5 maunds (1'9 per cant.) in Lakhimpur was 
attribute:! to'' greater vigilance exercised over smuggling of contraband l\lalwa opium 
and prosecution of vendors f,Jr short weight given by them." h Darrang there was 
an increase of 3 maunds (2·4 per cent.). It is'' suspectei that people who glve up 
opium in the non-co-operation movement have again taken to the drug." Some young 
Nepalese were also found to take opium. 

The reduction was 1 maund 33 seers (39·8 per cent.) in Go1lpara and is attributecl 
to" restrictions in issues, higher retail price and the introduction of the pass system." 
The heavy drop in the consumption of opium in the Mikir Hills oonsequent on the 
failure of the lao crop is mainly responsible for the decrease of 7 maunds 2 seers {4·4 per 
cent.) in Nowgong. 

It is regrettable that consumption hM again gone up hut a reaction was bound to 
set in as already stated, after the temperance agitation subsided and it is believed that 
this reaction is only just beginning. With a view to keep the consumption within proper 
bounds and in pursuance of the policy of graiual and steady annual. reduction in the 
issue of opium the shop ration was originally fixed in certain districts much below the 
district ration of 4 maunds sanctioned for Goalpara, of 91 maunds for Kamrup, of 126 
maunds for Darrang, of 185 maunds for Nowgong, of 250 maunds for Sibsagar and of 
273 maunds for Lakhimpur and the Deputy Commissioners were empowered to vary the 
ration of any individualshop; but whileincreasingtherationof one shop he mustl·educe 
an equal proportion from another shop. · In no case was he authorised to exceed the 
district ration. That the policy of Government has always been. kept in view and that 
no effort has been spared to reduce consumption will be seen from tho result of the 
action taken during the past few years as summarized below:-

Year. District ration. Consumption. .Remarks. 
' 

1 - 2 3 4 

M:ds. srs. l\Ids, srs. 

-
1921·22 ... ,,, 1,286 28 971 28 

1924-25 ... .... 929 0 84.2 27 

No definite information as to the actual extent of the veterinary use of opium is 
available from the registers of opium consumers maintained by the rebil vendors. 
The Veterinary Departm':lnt, the Chairmen of the Local Boards ;and the Manag0rs of 
the tea gardens were however consulted but no useful information could be obtained. 
During the year under review only 1 seJr and 17! tolas of opium could be definitely 
stated to have been issued for vcterinar.v purposes. When necessity arises opium is 
supplied by the owners of the animals but no account is kept of the opium so 
cousumed. 

The system of allowing the sale of opium only to c-msumcrs wh'l hold passes was 

Pass system. 
introduced in the district of GonJparfl. as an cxperiment:1l 
measUt·e. The experin1cnt has worked very satisfactorily 

and has discouraged consumption. The total number .of pas~cs issued to orclin:1ry 
consumers was 504 and 10 special passes were issued for medicin:1,l purposes and for 
tretttment of sick elophants. The total demand for opium rras 3 maunds 12 seers GS tolas 
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only as against the demand of 3 maunds 36 seers 60 tolas ascertained during 1922·23 
when a census of opium eaters was taken. Actual consumption as stated diminished hv 
no less than 39·8 per cent. in this district.· SanQtion bas be~n accorded to the 
extension of this system to other districts of the division. It is certain there will be 
an appreciable reduction in consumption in other districts also when the system will 
be introduced, for not only will shops be rationed but individuals also. . . : · 

Druggists' permits: 
A, Heturus I and III. 

Appeniix 
21. Six druggists' }Jermits, in'z., 1 in Goalpara, 4 

in Kamrup and 1 in No\vgong were issued and fees 
amounting toRs. 9 were realised. 

SECTION VII. 

COCAINE. 

25. Nine licenses as against 8 in the prec3ding year ware. issuel for the sale of 
• A a· CJcaine during the year under review. A sum 0f Rs. 11 

L1censes and re'l"enne: ppen tx 1' l 1' f A · th d' A Returns r and IlL was rea 1se as wense ees. . s m e prece tng year no 
' case of tha use of the drug as an intoxicant was detected. 

Seventy free permits were issue1 to the Managers of tea gardens. There was no case of 
confiscation of the drug during the year. No cocaine was sent to the .Medical Store 
Department. '£he followin; statement shows import, consumption, etc., of cocaill.e by 
chemists and druggists and Managers of tea gardens ;-

Consumption Balance 
Year. Previous years' balance. Import during the year. during at the close Remarks. 

• the year. of the year, 

1 I 2 3 ' 5 6 

Lb• oz. dr. gr. Lb. oz. dr. gr. Lb. oz • dr. gr. Lb. O?lo dr. gr. 

1924-25 ... ... 1 5 . 2 2~t* 1 8 .2 22 .1 4 G lH 1 8 6 28 • Revised ,. 
figures. 

Consumption has increased but there h no reason to believe that thJ drug is being 
used for illegal purposes. · .. 

SECTION VIII. 

OFFENCES AGAINST THE EXCISE AND OPIUM LAWS. 

26. · Thl'ee hundred and thirty-five perl3ons were arrested during the year under 
. . . report for offences against the Excise and Opium Laws as 

Arrests, convt.ctionq and pumsh- a(J>ainst 366 in the precedinO' year. All the districts except 
1llents: .Appendwes K aud L. ~ , o • • 

Darrang were res pomnble for the decrease. Convwtlons 
were obtainecl against 2S9 or 86·2 per cent. of the persons arrested as compared with 
327 or 89·3 per cent. in the previous year. The number of Clses instituted also fell 
from 335 to 314 during the year. In the district of Darrang there was an increase 
of 47 while on the other hand all the other districts showed decreases, the .most 
noticcnble being 47 in Kamrup and 15 in tsibsag11'. The decrease in Kamrup is l'aid 
to br. due to ''reaction and the excise staff being engaged in the pass system work for 
the last 3 months of the year " and in Sibsa(J' ar there were changfls of officers. Cases 
of unlicensed sale of excise opium fell fwr~ 6 to 4, of illicit possession of excise 
opium from 20 to 17, of illic:t possession of contraband opium from 3 to 2, of illicit 
cultivation of poppy from 7 to 4, of illegJ.l possession of country spirit from 56 to 30, 
of illrg,tl possession of excise ganja from 1::1 to 4, of unlicensed sale of pach<oai from 1G 
to 7 and of unlicensed sale of tari from 1 to 2. The number of cases of unlicensed 
sale and manufacture of country spirit however increased from 139 to 157, of illegal 
~ultivation of excise gania from 22 to 30, of illicit sale of bhang from_l to 2 and of 
Illegal manufacture and possession of p:whwai from 19 to 24. Bes1des these there 
were 2 c~scs of unlicensed sab of excise ga11 j a an:l 2;) cases of illicit J?Ossessiou ancl 
sale of lull ganj o, as in the previous year. 

The case work has not been O'oorl and the decrease in the number of opium c:u;c3 
• 0 I t d 
lS remarkable, at a time when an i11crcase might reasonably ltave been e:s:pcc c · 

There were only 3 prosecutions for brcuch of the conditions of licenses. 'l'he 
licemccs were dealt with departmentally in the majority of the cases. C:1scs of. s::tle 
Ly short weight and measures were very common. Veud<Jrs were adequately pumshe~l 
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for all such irregularities. Fines amouuting to Tis. 20,297 as ngainst Rs. 16,32·~ in 
1923-24 were realised during the year. A few excise and opium licenses bad also to 
be cancelled and the secmity deposit forfeited in the districts of Goal para, K owgong 
and Sibsagar. · 
· The fines imposed and realised in criminal cases amounted to Rs. 16,200 and 
Rs. 11,172, respectively, as compared with lls. 14,285 and Rs. 11.960 in the preceding 
year. Rupees 5,38J or33·0 per cent. of. the fines imposed were distributed as rewarc;s. 
l'tupees 1,~16 or 33·7 per c;:ent. were paid to the excise officers, Rs. 1,130 or 20·9 per 
cent .. to the officers other t 11an excise and Rs, 2,439 or 45'2 per cent. to informers and 
others. Informers were. adequately rewarded and rewarJs were on tho whole fairly 
promptly paid except in certain c:tses in Kamrup, Nowgong and Lakhimpur where 
there was some delay. 

The punishments inflicted wet•e generally adequate and deterrent. In certain 
cases in which they were not so in the districts of Goalpara, Darrang, 8ibsagar and 
Lakhimpur, the attention of the trying Magi&trates was drawn to the fact . 

. 27. The number of persons arrested by excise officers was 255 as against 292 in 
. the previous year and by p~Vce office7s 80 as against 74. 

offic!~rk of exCise and other Excise officers obtained, convictions in 89 per cent. and 
· Police officers in 77' 5 of the cases sent up by them. 

28. The following cases of opium smuggling were detected during the year 

Important Cases. under report :-

(1) One Joyram Cachari of Khayrabari in the district of Darrang was arrested 
in a running train by the E:x:ciqe Inspector of Barpeta with half a seer of 
opium. The account book which was found in his possession showed that 
this man was in the habit of smuggling of opium. 

(2) Fourteen three-fourths tolas of excise opium were sold by the salesman of 
Kharikhana opium .shop to an inhabitant of the North Cac1Jar Hills with 
the object of smuggling. 

(3) On receipt of information that one Manik Chand Aginwalla, a shop-keeper 
~t Udalguri in the district of Lakhimpqr dealt in Malwa opium, the Excise 
I:nspector at Tinsukia engaged one Nathuni Kahar to purchase opium. On 
the 2:.Lth May 1924, at night, when Nathuni was taking delivery of opium, 
the Inspector with his companions rushed towards the shop and -conducted 
a search. As a result thereof .M anik Chand .Agarwalla and Sankal Ojha 
were aiTested with 5 seers of opiurr.. 

( 4) Three Khamtees (Palang Khang, Pankin and Plangtha) were caught with 
one seer of foreign opium supposed to be smuggled from the border of the 
Eastern Frontier Tract. 

The next most important class of cases is unlicensed manufacture and sale of 
Fatika or country spirit. One hundred n£ty-seven cases of this class were sent up. 
Of these 8 cases were detected in .GoalFara, 36 in Kamrup, 66 in Darrang, 11 in 
Nowgong, 12 in Sibsagar, 28 in Lakhimpur and 1 in the Garo Hills. Four cases of 
cultivation of poppy, 25 cases of illegal possession and sale of hill ga11ja and 30 cases 
of cultivation of gania were also instituted during the year. In one case in the 
district of Sibsagar a Marwad shop keeper was caught with two seers and ten chattaks 
of hill ganja. '£he detection work was· poor and it ls regrettable that there has 
been no particular success in the detection of the cases of smuggling of contraband 
opium which, it is believed, continue on a considerable scale. 

' 
SECTION IX. 

OFFICERS ENGAGED IN THE AD:'.HNISl'RATION. 

·29. Mr. J. Hazlett, r.c.s., held charge of the Department f1·om 1st April to 2Sth 
At1gust and from 30th September to 17th October, Ur. J. 

,Commis;ioner nnd Deputy Com· A. Dawson from 29th .August to 29th Septeru ber and 
IDbSlOOers. Mr. n. c. Barnes: c I.E., r.c.s., from 18th October 10211 
to 28th March 1925. I took over· charge of the Depa1·tment on the 29th l\Iarch 
1925. M.r. 1Iezlett was on tour for 61 days, Ur. Dawson fo~ 18 days and :.\Ir. Barnes 
for 7 4 days. Sadar excise offices at Dbubri, Tezpur and Now gong and tlJC excise 
warehouses at Dhuhri and Tezpur were inspected. All the sadar and subdivisional 
excise offices with the exception of those at Gauhati and Dibrugarh, all the ganja 
gola11 except jorhat, Golaghat and Sibsagar ancl all the excise wherchouses TI"Cl'C 

· inspC;.cted by the Deputy Commhsioncrs during the year .. 
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30. As in the previous year the Assistant Commissioner of Excise did no work in 

Oth 
. ffi this division. There was no change in the number of 

cr supenor o cers. h l t' S . t d f , . w o e· 1me upenn~en ents o Exmse. The prescribed 
amount of touring (200 days) was done only in the district of Sibsagar. The prelimi~ 
nary work in connection with the introduction of the pass system in Kamrup is said 
to have greatly interfered with the Superintendent's touring in January, February 
and :March last. The Superintendent of Excise, Nowgong, was on leave up to 24th 
July 1B2.t, and his touring fell short by 9 days. In Lakhimpur touring was short 
by 17 days. No explanation bas been given for the shortage but there was change 
of officers. All the excise offices, excise warehouses and gani a go las were inspected 
by the Superintendents, and t~eir inspections were generally thorough. 

31. The work of the Superintendents generally was good. A special word of 

Excise staff .. 
praise is perhaps due to Babu Pramode Chandra Roy, 
who had much to do in connection with the issue of passes 

in Kamrup and who is also in charge of tbe Goal para district. 
As has been stated eleswhere the detection work of the Inspectors was poor· 

The work of Babu J yotish Chandra Mitra, Sri jut Golap Chandra Sarma and Srijut 
~luksh'lda Kanta Bhuyan was favourably commented on by the Deputy Commis· 
!'ioners of the districts in which thev served. · 

" 
32. All Deputy Commissioners to0k a keen interest in excise work. 
Babu Satis Chandra Das Gupta, Head Assistant in the excise branch of my office, 

continued to do good work in this capacity. 

S. N. MACKENZIE, 

Oifg. Commissioner, Assam Valley Division. 
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REPORT 
ON THE 

ADMINISTRATION OF THE EXCISE DEPARTMENT 

IN THE 

SURMA. VALLEY AND HILL DIVISION 
:FOR THE YEAR 

SECTION I. 

GENERAL. 

1. The consumption of country spirit increased by 1311 L.P. gallons, or 3'3 
. · per cent. and of gan1a by 44 maunds 32 seers or 37·8 

Consumption. d 'th h fi f 1 t Th per cent. as compare w1 t e gures o as year. e 
consumption of opium on the other hand fell by 3 maunds and 23 seers or 5·6 per 
cent. during the year under report. All the districts except Sylhet, where the decrease 
was slight, contributed towards the increase in consumption of country spirit 

. while as regards ganja the increase w~s shared by all the districts. The increase in 
the cor..sumption of country spirit in Cachar and the N aga Hills was due in the 
former to the detection of a large number of cases of illicit distillation and in the 
latter to stringent preventive measures taken to' stop illicit distillation. In Sylhet 
the decrease was slight and was due to high price of food-grains. The increase I 
believe to be due almost entirely to the curtailment of illicit supplies and not to 
represent any actual increase in consumption on spread of the drinking habit. The 
increase in the consumption of g.t.nja was due to the lowering of the maximum retail 
price. Here again this had the effect of checkin~ illicit supplies and the increase 
does not necessarily denote a larger number of consumers. As regards opium there 
were decreases in Cachar, Sylhet and the N aga Hills, due to steady reduction 
in the ration, and to the high retail price of the dru·g. In Khasi and Jaintia Hills, 
however, there was slight increase following on a marked decrease in the year before 
an.cl due to shops which had not taken out their full ration i.n the preceding year 
domg so in this year. At the time of fixing the ration the decrease in consumption 
could not be foreseen. ' 

2. Notwithst:mding the increase in consumption of country spirit and ganja, the 
Demand 11 t' d a· revenue demand for the vear fell from Rs. 9,85,143 .to 

, co ec tons, an expen 1- R • • · · h · 
ture. s. 9,79,459, owmg to the reductiOn m t e manmum 

retail price of ganja and consequent reduction of its vend 
fee~ and the redu~tion in the ratbn of the opium shops. •.the license fees under the 
mam heads of e:x;Cise revenue fell by Rs. 39,993 \Vhile on the other hand the duty rose 
by Rs. 35,877, the revenue demand ~rom license fees and duty being Rs. 4,72,15l:l and 
!ls. 4,42,283 a.s compared with Rs. 5,12,152 and Rs. 4,06,4..06 in the preceding year. 
lh; total rece1pt.s were Rs. 9,03,039 as against Rs. 8,95,007 in 1923-~4 and were due 
to mcrease~ ~a~es .under country spirit and gavja owing to detection of cases of manu
facture of llhc1t liquor and smuggling of hill gcmja. 

AU the amount recoverable including the arrear b:.tlance of Rs. 600 which 
had been outstanding since the close of the year 1921-22 was realisecl during 
the year. 'l_1he expenditure of the department excludin(l' the cb::trges on account 
o~ r~funds fell from Hs. 61,491 to Us. oO, 771 in the 

0 
year under report. The 

(hstr~~t of Sylhet alone is responsible for a decrease <if Us. 13,772 owirrg to the 
abohti?n o.£ the pos:s of Inspectors, the peons and the patrol parties and consequent 
reduction m truvelhng allow::mce drawn by establishment: other districts shew an 
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increase of Rs. 3,(152. These figures rlo not include expenditure in the office of the 
Commissioner, Surma Valley and Hill Division. 

Administmtira changes and re• 
fo~ms. 

3. The followin~ measures have been introduced witJ. 

effect from the ht Aprill925 :-
(1) The maximum retail price of opium has been fixed nt Rs. 2 per tola in tl1e 

Sadr and Hailakandi subdivisions of the Cachar district, this being the 
rate in Sylhet. 

(2) With a view to bring· an the population in North Cachar Hills under a 
uniform system regarding supply and other restrictions the paqs system 
has been introduced in the area served by the opium shop at D:lmcherr::t 
in the district of Cachar. 

(3) The system of settlement by tender of excise and opium shops in the Sadr 
subdivision of Cachar is being given a trial. The Commisf'ioner having 
been authorised to extend the system of settlement of excise and opium 
licenses by tender in other districts also, orders have issued to try the 
system in other districts with effect from 1st .April 19213, an exception 
being made in respect of the 3 outstill shops in Shillong town, where 
discretion has been left to the Deputy Commissioner as to the method of 
settlement. 

(4) It has been decided to introluce the pass system in the districts of Sylhet 
and Khasi and Jaintia Hills and in the plains portion of the district of 
Cachar, the system being already in force in the North Cacbar Hills sub
division and the N aga Rills clistdct. Steps are being taken to give effect 
to the system from 1st October 1925. The majority of the Siems, chiefs 
and sardars in the Sadr subdivision of tho Khasi and Jaintia Hills who 
were consulted are in favour of the proposal. 

(5) The rate of still fees in the Khasi and Jaintia Hills bas again been raised 
from Rs. 80 to Rs. 90 per still outside the Shillong 5-mile radius ; fwm 
Rs. 80 to Rs. 120 in certain selected villages· which are adjacent to the 
Shillong 5-mile radius; from Rs. 75.to Rs. 85 outside the .Jowai S-mile 
radius, and from Rs. 225 toRs. 250 within Jowai S-mile radius. The Jowai 
town and 4-mile radius have been extended to an S-mile radius. The 
number of stills licensed by Go~ornment during the year remained the 
same, viz., 227 as in the previous year. The number of stills in the Khasi 
ancl Jaintia Hills was however reduced from 256 to 2j,9, Inter-State t1affic 
in country liquor has been strictly prohibited throughout the district, while 
the policy laid down by the Excise Enquiry Committee of 1910-11, th:ct 
stills in the villages should be reducecl to the number necessary to supply 
a reasonable local demand, was always kept in view. 

(6) The proposals for the c:mcentration of a certain number of stills within the 
bhillong 5-mile radius in a suitable area in the neighlJOurhood of Shillong 
havjng been sanctioned, 32 stills have been removed from certain viJla~es 
within the aforesaid area and concentrated at U mjajew leaving a few stil1s 
in the villages to meet local demanJ.s. These stills at Umjajew are meant 
to work solely for the. 3 licenserl shops within the Shillong Municipality. 

An establishment of one Supervisor on a pny of R~. 23-1-35 and one peon 
on Rs. 14-l-17 hus been eutertaiued to watch thcl stills in the eoacen
trated area at Umjajew, and rules have'b2en revised to suit the changed 
condition. The Siem of l\Iyllicm will be::tr half the cost of the establish· 
ment including pensionary charges. 

(7) As an experimental measure the Superintenclent of Excise and the In'>pec
tors in charge of the warehonses in the district of Sylhet are being placod 
under the Superintendent. of Police as regards work and discipline. 

4. Local Boal'lls and Municipaliti~s were consulterl as to the number and location 

Local public opinion. 
of all excise and. opium sh0]1S. The Sylhct Municipality 
asked for tue removal of all exciEe shops in the town out· 

sicle the 'l\lunicipallimits but no suitaule site has yet been found to meet the wishes of 
t'Le }.1 unicipality. The Karimg:mj country !i}Jirit ~hop has again 1Jf·en shifted to a 
new site in deference to the wishes of the nlunicipality. The opium shop at Dcani
lJ<~.ZRl' and the ganja r-hop at Bhimkbali lw..ve been closed to meet the wisltC's of 
the Karimg:anj and Sunamganj I .. ocal Board~, re~;pectivcfy. r.I.'he Sunamgnn.i ~Iuni· 
cipality asked for the removal of the excise shops in the town out~irlc tl1e 
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:.M unicipallimit without assigning any goocl. reasons, ancl their objections h:we been 
ovenuled. Local Bodies generally ignore the effect of local public opm10n upon 
consumers of liquor ancl drugs, brgely perhaps because locfll public opinion does 
not genP.rally address itself t!J tb.e actual oiTenders bnt prefers general denuncia
tions. One Local Body to whom a course of moral suasbn was suggestel as a means 
of reducing comumption disclGimed any wish to try the treatment on the gl'ouncl that 
coercion was more effective. The country spirit and UM?ja shops at Sa.garnal 'vere 
removed to a new site by the side of the new Local Board roa:l in consultation with 
the .Jianagel's of the neighboming tea gardens atld with the consent of the Tripura 
state Darhar. Other :Mnnicip1.lities and Local Boards raisett no objection as to the 
location of the existing shops. 

1\l~hat may be done by intelligent temperance work appears in the Naga Hills 
report where, largely by the e:ITorts of Government officers, village sentiment is enli'lted 
with excellent results, and among the Aos tribal feeling has definitely set a~a,inst the 
cons'lmption of opium, In Kohim<t the village took an oath to abstain from illicit 
distilling and since then illicit distilling has g1·eatly decrea!:led. 

Temperance teaching. 
5. As regards the teaching of tP.'mperance in schools, 

the Director of Public Instruction reports that no change 
in the system was made during the year. 

G. The total estimated vend fee for 192 licenses in 1924·25 were Rs. 4,n4,757 

R. 1 f 1 t f l 
and the estima. ted fees for 189 licenses for 1925-23 come 

esu t o sett emrn s or t 1e year t B 4. 97 07 · · · ...e R 2 750 Th fi · 1025-26: Appendix D. o ~s. •, ,5 , an Increase u1. s. 4 , • ese gures 
• are based on the estimated average monthly consumption 

of exci:5able article-; ancl will vary according to issues of liquor an1 drugs. Cachar 
was re!iponsihle for an increase of H.s. 29,152 and Syl)let for Rs. 17,610, while Khasi 
and J aintia Hills ancl the N aga Hills· showed decreases of Rs. 1, 218 and Rs. 2, 794, 
respectively. The increases in Sylhet and Cachar were due to keen competition. In 
the Sadr and Hailakandi subclivisiom of Oachar enhancement of t.he rehil price of 
opium is another reason for the increase. · 

In the Khasi and J aintia Hills the decrease was due to the settlement oi 
3 country spirit shops with one man at a reduced price with a. view to break down 
a'' ring" who· w:;.nted to keep down the prices. In the Naga Hills it ;was due to 
the reduction in issues of opium: excise and opium shops in the Sadr subdivision 
of Cachar were settled under the tender system. All the shops have been settled in 
consultation with selection committees of representative local gentlemen and special 
care has be: en taken not to give too many shops to one party or individual. Committees 
generally agreed to the principle'that old lessees of e~tablishe1 good character should 
generally be allowed to retain their shops but one Committee caused some hardship by 
deliberate.ly turning down old lessees. 

7. Except from the N aga Hills reports and returns w.ere sent punctually to this 
office. · 

R~rorts a.nd returns. 

SECTION II. 

COU:NTUY SPIIU.'r. 

8. The total receipts from country spirit rose fl'oru R~. 3,81,0.52 to Rs. 3.93,837 

Gr·ne·al. A d" A R ·t . I during the year undel' review .. The nreas under the 
~ 1 

• ppcn tx: ' .c mn ' t'll d t t 1 ' I . . outs 1 an he con ract supp y system remamec thl.l same 
as m the prov10us year. 

9. The total receipts were Rs. 3,30,1!)6 against Tis. 3,19,996. 'The collodions on 
Cnr•tract •up lv ~ t .A • acrount of license fees increa~ed by Rs. 5,42D, the figmes 

iii::.\.', l~ct~m; r,'l£t:d r-?:en being Rs. 1,37,108 against 1\s. 1,31,679 in the preceding 
year. Cacbar contributed Rs. 1,283 and Sylhct Rs. 11,1-1o 

towards the increase. In Cachar the increase is dne to the increase in con· 
sumption in consequence of cner0!1'ctic measures beinO' taken aO'ainst illicit distillinO', 

h ., . s ll. . b 0 :::> 
~v hem .V '.Let the mcrease is more apparent than real because the liccme fees and 
auty on 97 3 L. P. gallons of countrv spirit consumed in the vear 1923-2 L were realised 
ill 1922-23. ~ • 

. . rrller? was no change in the issue strengths .. and the rate of duty of country 
spmt, 1rh1le the cost price was raised from Its. 2-3-3 to Rs. 2-G per L. P. gallon with 
clicct from the 1st April 19:!.1:. 

38 



4 

The total number of shops licensel remained the same as in the previous year. 
10. Consumption increased from 39,529 L. P. gallons to 40,840 L.P. gallons or by 

C t
• . t 3·3 per cent. There were increases of 1,701 gallons 

onsump wn 1n con met ares.. 1a -~ t • C h d 14~ ]1 or u·::, l)Cl' cen . m ac ar an :1! ga, ons or 16·4 per cent. 
in. Naga Hills, while in Sylltet consumption decreased by 230 gallons or 8 per cent. 
and by 307 gallons or 100 per cent. in the Lushai Rills. The increases are due to the 
detection of a large number of cases of illicit manufacture of liquor in Cacl1ar, 
and to the adoption of stringent preventive measures to stop illicit dhtillation 
in the Naga Hills.. The Deputy CIJmmissioner, Naga Hills, reports that illicit distil
ling is far less prevalent in Kohima. Some Kohima villages took an oath to refrain 
from the practice in future. In Sylhet the decrease was slight and is attributed to 
continued high price of fo9d·grains. As stated in the last year's report the Deputy 
Commissioner, Sylhet, says that 60 U. P. liquor is not popular with the tea garden 
coolies and hence the manufacture and use of pachwai are very common among them. 
The Deputy Commissioner, Cachar, reports that the supply under the distiilery system 
has greatly enhanced the retail price of liquor and is driving people more and more to 
illicit manufacture: this can be easily done in tea gardens and out-of-the-way places. 
It is exceedingly difficult with the existing staff to check this illicit traffic and the 
number of convictions is a very itnperfect index to the extent of the malpractices. 
Garden Managers generally give much assistance even at the risk of temporarily dis· 
turbing their labour force in suppressing illicit selling of liquor on gardens. 

The closure of the shop at .A.ijal is responsible for the decrease in the Lusl1ai 
Hills. The total collections on account of duty were Rs. 1,99,088 against Rs. 1,88,317 
in 1923·24l. · 

11. The number of cases of drunkenness rose from 44 to 63 in 1924-25, viz., 23 cases 
in the district of· Cachar, 33 in Khasi and Jaintia. Hills 
and 7 cases in Sylhet. Drunkenness aud dis01•derly 

conduct in the neighbourhood of shops have decreased since the introduction of the 
distillery system. The increase in the number of cases is due to better vigilance of 
the town police. This represents one person convicted per 55,000 of the population. 
Reports generally indicate a steady decline of cases of drunkenness in public place~:~. 

12. The number of warehouses remained the same, viz., three. The contract for 

Drunkenness. 

Excise warehouses. the wholesale supply ·of country spirit with Messrs. 
Haji Ismail Sait and Sons of the. Russa Distillery, 

Ca~cutta, was in force during the year. The quantity of country spirit received 
in the warehouses during the year was 42349·4 L. P. gallons as compared with 
41,911·1 L. P. gallons in the preceding year. The transit and storage wastages 
were 348·7 and 382 3 L. P. gallons against 373'8 and 404·2 L. P. gallons, respectively. 
~'he stock in a,ll the 3 warehouses weat below the prescribed minimum on several 
occasions, but at no time went so much below as to cause inconvenience 
to tbe vendors. No complaint was received with regard to ~the quality of spirit 
supplied, but it is held in some quarters that the quality of the liquor now supplied 
is not so good as that previously supplied from the Jorhat distill~::ry and that its 
flavour is not as agreeable. The expenditure in warehouses on capital account was 
Rs. 40, and Rs. 851 was spent on repairs. 

13. As in previous years, the loutstilr system was in force in the Khasi and 
" Jaintia Hills and the hill portion of the Naga Bills 

Out$till system. Nnmb.er of Iicen- district. Four licenses as in 1923-24 were issued : tile 
SPS and revenue: Apr.~ndh: A, Re· 1' f . R Cl o~ a 
turns I ancl III. lCense ee amounted to Rs. 57,G41 ngamst s. . vu. 

The amount incluiles Rs. 17,166 being fees for &tills in 
the Khasi and Jaintia Hills. The decrease in revenue was due to higbPr prices 
obtaine•l at the sales of the 3 country spirit shops in Khasi and Jaintia Hills for 
1923-24 than those obtained for 1924·25. 

14. Samples of water used for reduction purposes in the warehouse at Srimangal 
. in the district of Sylhct were sent to the Chemical 

Analysis. Examiner, , Calcutta, and both were declared to be cf 
reasonable purity and suitable for the purpose. 

SECTION III. 
FOHEIGN LIQUOR. 

15. The number of licenses for the s~1le of foreign liquor remQineJ tho same, 27, 
as in the preceding year. All licenses 'rcrc settled under 

Lic~me~ and re,·~nue: Appendix the fixccl fee system. As in :previous ycnr only _oiJ.c . 
A, lMurns I and HI. bottling license was in force. Tl1e total f(;C3 rcall~ctl 
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amounted to Rs. 4,060 as compared with Rs. 3,8:)0 for 1923-24. The increase is due 
to the settlement of the retail license at Sunamganj, which remainei clo~ed for want 
of a bidder in the preceding year. The figures for consumption were 13,939 gross 
gallons as against 12,122 gross gallons in 1923-21<, the district of Cachar being responsi· 
ble for the increase. A fairly large quantity is imported direct from Calcutta by· 
European consumers and these figures do not include such imports. The sale of foreign 
liquor does not compete with that of the country spirit a:; the price of the former 
is much higher than that of the latter. 

16. The number of licenses for tbe sale of medicated wines remained the 

Medicated wines. 
same, viz., 9 as in 1923·24. Eighty-three gallons were sold 
against 63 in the previous year. The increase was equally 

divided between Sylhet and Cachar. 
17. Thirty-five licenses again•t 25 in 1923-24 were issued for the sale of denatured 

. spirit and for the possession of such spirit in excess 
Denatured spirit; Appendix A, of the legal limit. One thousand three hundred and thirty

Return III. two gallcms were sold as against 834 gallons in the preced
ing year. The consumption has risen very high as it is used for making varnishes for 
furniture and umbrella handles. 

No case of denatured spirit being used as an intoxicant has beeu reported during 
the year under rPport. 

SECTION IV. 

TJ.Rl AND PJ.CHWAI. 

18. No license for the vend of tari or paahwai was issued. Free home-brewing 
Tari licenses and revenue. of t>achwai is allowed to tea garden coolies and aboriginal 

tribes and its consumption affects sale of country spirit 
to some extent. 

SECTION V. 

HEMP DRUGS. 

Ganja. 

19. The number of wholesale and retail licenses were 8 and 94 against 10 and 95, 
. respectively, in the previons ye:1r. The total revenue for 

Licenses anhevt>nne: Appendix the year was Rs. 3,22,522 as n.gainst Rs. 3,17, 701 in the 
A, Returns I and III. preceding year. 

Realisations on account of licease fee decreased from Rs. 2,2t,3t5 to Rs. 1,92,630 
in 192:t,-25 or by Rs. 31,715, Cachar being responsible for Rs. 2,216, ~ylhet for 
P.s. 28,9:14 and the Khasi and J aintia Hills for Rs. 525. 

The big drop in license fee was due to reduction in vend fee in consequence 
of the lowering of the maximum retail price from Re. 1 to annas 12 a tola. It wa!i 
however made up by the increa~e i11 duty the amount of which rose from Rs. 93,356 
in 1923-2-1 to Rs. 1,29,892 in 1924-:25 or by Rs. 36,536 : Cachar contributed 
Rs. 16,208 and Sylhet Rs. 20,328 towards the increase. The net. result was that 
total revenue under this head "increased by 1·5 per cent. in spite of the big drop in 
license fees. 

20. Consumption rose from 118 rnaunds 15 seers to 163 maunds 7 seers or an 
· increase of 4i maunds 32 seers. Cachar contributed 20 

Consumption of ganja: Appendix maund& 39 seers, Sylhet 22 mauncls 14 seers, Khasi and 
A, Return IV. J . t' H' 1 d th N H'l! 10 t d am 1a 1l s 29 seers an e .l all'!J. ·· 1 s seers owar s 
the increase. The lowering of the retail price was the chief ~eason for the incrcas~d 
consumption. This incl'ease however was ,due not to any spread of the gctnia halnt, 
but to the substitution of the licit gania in place of the cheaper excise grmja smug
gled f.ro~ the Tripura St.ate an(l of the hill ganja brought ft·om 1\Iauipur, the 
Lusha1 ll1lh and from the mterior of tLe N ot"th Cachar II ills. In Cachar and Sylhet 
n. good number of cases of importation of gauia ancl smnl'l'~linO' of hill gania were. 
1 t d · ' v o~ 0 

• cl f uetec e : m one particular case, nearly 8 seers of such gania were setzc t·om one 
man. The Deputy Commissioner, Nag::t IIills, reports that a comiderable trJde 
between tr:1nsfrontier villages goes on. The Konyaks themselre; do not consnm c 
ganja and yet these transfrontier vilhges are full of hemp cultivation. The markc t 
must be a large one. A'3 an example of the amount takeu down to the plains, two 

39 
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Konyaks after returning from lztd were fonnd to h::rre lG} cnatbks of ganja iu their 
po~sl s!,im. 'Ihe Deputy Commissioner believes that tea garJcu coolies are the chief 

custcmers. 
Ganja i:i not bldngthe phce of opium or any o~hcr drug. 
'lhe who~esa.le price, clmrgeJ by the go.'aclars. was Rs. i-S toll'. 7-1± rer ~err, in 

Cachn.r and Us. 7-S in Sylhet and the rresctiLecL minimum ~tock was ruainuired. 
In spite of the incre:-~seJ C:)nsumption the pruhibitionist's conscienc:> is far les.;; ex:erci~ed 

·in rcsrect. of [!(llj(f. th 1n in res:J1ect of liquor nnl opium: or at lea-t it is far rnol'c 
cautious in cxpre5siug itself. 

BH.AXG. 

21. As in the preceding year, two reta'llicenses, one in Cach1.r n.•Hl one in Sylhet, 
were issued. Eley-en Drng<,;;'ists' permits-10 ir1 :3ylhet and 

Lk~n<esand r~venne: Appeni!h: 1 in Cachar-were gnnted agamst 7 in 1D23·2±. The 
.!, RL'turns I and III. · d . £. 

increa~e 1ras ue to tl1e opening of ~ome K:rm·:.1ji rms in 
the districts of Svlhet and Cachar. The total collections amounted to Hs. 731, of 
11hich Rs. 691 w~s realised on acconnt cf ;ieeusa fee sud the bal:lnce on account of 
duty. The consumption was 2 maunds against 1 maund 22 seers in 1f,23-2t 

SECTION VI. 

OPIU~I. 

22. The number of ret:lil licenses issued O.uring the year was 32 a~piust 33 issuel 
in the pre'tious year, which diJ not include two opium 

Retaillic~n>es ani re>emie: Ap· licemes at Kohima and Digar settled under special 
~ndix A, Returns I and III. srrangement. Two shops in 'cacbar and 1 shop in the 
Naga Hills were cJosed during the year under l'epoit. The bbl renuue fell from 
Rs. 1,!:10,053 toRs. 1,70,232, a decrea<:e of Rs. 10.851, !loth licens3 fe~s and duty 
were re~pomible for the decre~tse, the fi:ur·es being Rs. 1,02,:.?82 and Hs. 713,950 
:.1gaimt l;s. 1,U6,2 ~S and Rs. 83,S35, re,pecti're:y, in the previou-~ ye1r. In S,rlltet und 
Kha~i and Jaintia Hill~ there wera incrt·ase:s in license fees bv lis. l ,t2:, and Rs. C:23, 
while in Cachar and the Naga Hills there were c!ecrease-. of Rs i5,2 :G and l~s. 1,151, 
re~pectiyely. The inc:e:l<e in license fee in Sylllet was due to better settlement and 
in Khasi and J aiutia .. Hills to increase1 con sum ptiJn, and the G.ecrea3e in CG.ebr nnd 
the Xaga l::lills was due to the decrease in conSLlmptiou anlloweriug of m::n::imum y-end 
fees in some c1ses to leay-e a ~mall mar g 'n of profit to the vendm·s. Receipts fmm 
Juty fell hy I:s. 4,HO in Cachar, Rs. VI) in Srlhet, Rs. 630 in the Khrrsi and Jaiuti:l. 
Hills and by Rs. 1,i55 in the ~aga Hills. The ~!ec1e:tse in c:uty was ch;e to the 
decrease in consumption in consequecce of tl:e rationing of shops. 

23. The sanctioned annual ratio, of the dhhicts of Cncl:ar. Srlhet, li.kEi c.nc1 
Jaintfa Hills and the S[lga Hills. 1\~re :21 m:nmds. :5 

Consumption: Appendix A ~ • 1 :, · 
R~.;urnlY. 'maunds2Yseers,23maun.:ls,!, seers, :.wd 17 n::aur.cs:.::l 

sr:ers, rc:specti>ely, dming the ye::u: untler rL'po;·t. The 
consumption of opium which was within the limi;; of the sa:1ctiGne:l rad,Jn in dl 
dis.tricts except Khasi an1 Jaintia Hi:Is, wbere it wa:; exceedtd b;-- 3 ~eers, fell Lo::u 
63 mc::;ncls 9 seers to ;sg mau:Dd~ 23 seers. The dcc;:-e •~es \rer~ ia t~1e cli.:tricts vf 
Cacbar, Sylhet and the l\r.g1 Ili:ls by 23 seers, 1 m1und 3 seers nncl 3 n::::n;rcd3 1::! 
seers, respcctinly, while in the £:basi ::mel Jduth Hiih thc'r~ was an berea-~ d 
1 Illc1lllld 15 seers. In KhJSi and Jain.tia. Bills the real ir.cre::ts::> \Yas b1 l9 ~ 'crs 
as the cons urn ption of the B:w]a g:1cj shop, •·i ::., 3J seers, \\ hich \1 as 1ithcr~,j ir.c ~ :.dl:·J 
in the iigmes of Sylhct, was shown ag:1inst KL:1:,i and Jaintb llills. Fm;h:·r the 
lessee of tha Lam::-J'ut s1wn to(jk out reoou1arh· the mor.thlr r::.tiJD in fdl d·ai~::; the 

~ ~ 0 • ~ ~ 

year unc:er report wher2us he dil not do so iu the predns ~>:'::tr. T:.:c Icsu:t 
'\Ins tbat 1he sanctioned ration of the district was irTtg-u\~r:v e:s:cce:dt:J b meet 
the demands of the Bllci•, the )Iikirs and ether iurii~cut rcoi~l~ ll>i go b Li;Lly 
n·1;:tlarious tcacts. In C1char anl Sylh•::t reductd rations-for rt;: st10fS ancl tLe c~<:H:rc 
of t rm sLops in the former aistrict r:.re tll0 re::sons for the c:ccrcasc whi).::~ in tl:e 
~r:g:1 IJi.ls the decrease was due to (l) the p~·ac~ice of issuin::: o1 i~1.m only tJ hoL:crs 
of passes, (2) the c:osure of the ::llokc,kclmug !!ll''P ar:d (3) the trans:cr cf the 
So::::tp':r shop in tbe Dig:1r mnuza io the di~tri::t of C:1.chnr. The Deputy C mr:':is· 
siunc:r, Cach:ll', reports that the ration was insufficie!:t for the crdi!J:-try c,-,,:~clL] :Ln 
of the dbtrict, and mo;t of tllfl shors remain e.! clo~ed c.-cry cn·;:ll Lr n ·.1 t, b: cr 
n.o:·e for \\aut of opium. Thi~ h >err likr:l;· due to a r,:·:s D LL: :: v,:: 
Oijum ~or others as well as hi:melf, a j,ncticc" wLic\ it is L.; 1, tl:.: I .-~ ~:~~ ~1 
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will stop. Some individual consumers in Cachar are reported to require far more 
th:1u the gener:1l average and I snspect that the above is a reason. rrhe introJuction 
of the pass system with the tightening of the opiun~ ration (2 to 2! tol.a per head 
per month) created a demand for more opmm m the North Cachar Hills, and thi~ 
led to the smuggling of opium 1nt,) the Hills from other districts. rrhree such 
cases were detected. In one case 64 tolas supposerl to have been brought from the 
Dacca district, in another case 25 tolas and in a third case 96 tolas supposed to have 
bePn brought from the N owgong district were seized. It need hardly, perhaps, be 
pointed out that smuggling cases are most difficnlt ~o detect and even when detected 
arc not easy to prove in Court: the smuggler l1as always posed as the poor ma.n's 
friend. Bnt now that the pass ~ystem wm be introduced all over the province, it is 
hoped that smuggling will di~'appear; hut unles~ much care and caution is shewn in 
reducing the issues of opium annually and increasing the price, there is every chance 
of smuggling taking place on a more extensive scale from outside the province, to 
the benefit of the smugglers rather than of the cause of temperance. In Tripura 
State opium sells at Re. 1-6-0 a tola and tb.e Deputy Oommissicner, N aga Hills, ·reports.: 
"It is difficult to say }low much opium is made across the frontier and imported for sale 
irrto our territory. The poppy is cultivated on a large scale and a certain amount of 
trade undoubtedly goes on." 

The price per tola of opium was Re. 1·12~0 a tala' in all the districts except 
Sylhet, where the maximum price was fixed at Rs. 2. 

The system of maintaining the register of opium consumers was continued during 
• • £ the year. Since tile rationing system has been introduced, 

Rrg1slratron and census o t' f · · t d' A k d 
opium-eaters. consump lOll o op1urn IS no sprea mg. s remar e 
· above, a number of Ao Nagas previously addicted to opium 

left off the habit during the year under report, the use of opium· being condemned 
by the large majority of the tribe. If the ticket system in the Naga. HiUs has done 

· nothing else, it has put a st0p to the consuwption of opia:m by the boys of the ·1\Ior
ung;,; prior to its introduction the usual practice was for fines against village custom 
to be realised in opium which was. distributed among the members of Morung 
concel'ned. 'l'his iniquitous custom naturally m'lde practically every male . member 
of tbe tribe a confirmed opium-eater from boyhood. 

During the year under report 4 oz. and 5 drams of opium in crude form and 
medicinal pr2parations were used in the districts of Khasi 

.. Com:um-ption for nlerinary or • 1 
1uasi-veterir,ary use: and J aintia Hills and Cachar, respective y. 

Drngp:i.:ts' permit8 : Appendix A, 2 L. No druggists' permit wac;; issued during the year 
I~ctums I and 111. under report. 

SECTION VII. 

COCAINE. 

25. :Eight licenses iVCl'e issue:l for the vend of cocaine against 6 in the previous 
LicPn<e- 1 A a· year and license fees amounting to Rs. 10 were realised. 

. ' am revenue : ppen IX N f f . . 
A, lttturns 1 and III. o case o the use o the drug as an mtox1cant was report~ 

. . . ed, and so far as is known the plant is not grown in this 
DlVJsw.n. Forty-seven permits were issued to Managers of tea garJ.ens to cover 
posse~:swn rtn<l use of the drugs in their hospitals. No coc::tine was confiscated durin.~ 
the y:ar. The f~ll~wing statement shows the jmport, consumption, etc., of cocaine lJy 
chemu,ts ancl druggists ancl tea garden :Managers :-

Previous Impo1t ConRumption Balance at 
Year. year's durit•g the during the the close of Remel'ks. 

balance. year. year. the year. 

______ 1 ___ [ ____ 2 __ _:__ ____ 3~-__.:, ___ 4 __ __;,..--__ 5 __ _:_ __ 6_· -

1021-25 

I Lb. oz. dr. gr. Lb. oz. dr. gr. Lb. oz. dr. gr. Lb. o~. dr. gr. 

... I 0 10 H 8 1 ..j. 7 2:!~ 0 7 12 0 1 3 10 21 

----------------

tj 0. 
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SECTION VIII. 

OFFI~NCES AGAINST THE EXCISE AND OPIUM LAWS. 

26, During the year undet• report 203 persons were arrested under the excise 
and opium laws as azainst 2-18 in the precedi!1

0
r:P year. 

Arrests, convictions and punish· • ~ 
:ments: AJ1pendices K and L. Wh1le there wa~ an inm·ease in the numbet· of persons by 

14 in the Khnsi and Jaintia Hills, the districts of Oachar, 
Sylhet and the Naga Hills showed decreasr~s of 11, 23 and 15 persons, respectively. 
One hundred and eighty-seven persons or 89·9 per cent. of the number of persons arrestecl 
were ·Convicted against 225 persons or 90·7 per cent. in 1923·2·-L. The numbet• of cases 

· fell from 227 to 182. The districts of Cachar, Sy!het and the N aga Hills were responsi· 
_ble .for the decrease of 14, 25 and 6, respectively. Oases of illicit possession of excise 
opium rose from 5 to 8, of unlicensed manufacture and sale of country spirit from 79 
to 98, of illegal importation of hill liquor from 2 to 7, of illegal cultivation uf excise 
ga"Jja from 3 to 4, of illicit possession and sale of hill ganja from 9 to 13 and breach 
of conditions of license from 3 to 4 ; while o::ts~>s of illegal possession of country spil'it 
felLfrom-38 to 9, of unlicensed sale of excise ga•da fram 4 Lo 3, of illegal posses-,ion 
of excise ganja from 6 to 3, of smugglin~ of ganja from 28 to 11, of illegal importa
tion of hill ganja from 23 to 14, of illegal cultivation of wild ganja from 15 to nil 
and of illegal manufacture and possession of p1chwai from 6 to 3, A lar~e number 
of cases of unlicensed manufacturo and sale of country spirit were detected in Oachar, 
Sylhet and the Naga Hills, the number of cases being 72, 12 and 11 against 55, 6 and 
5 in the previous 'Jear. The Deputy Commissioner, Cachar, reports that illicit dis· 
tillation of liquor in tea. gardens and particularly in .the adjoining coolie bastis is 
very common. Cases :al'e frequently detected but it is not always easy to do so spe· 
iCially in tea gardens. On one occasion the coolies of a garden, where a search was 
attempted, resisted the excise officers and turned them out after assaulting them. A 
nun.ber of .coolies were ·sent· up by the Police .for rioting and were convicted in 
the criminal .court. . 

There were 4 prosecutions for breach of conditions of license. The majority of 
such cases at·e dealt with departmentally and do not appear in the returns. Some 
cases of dilution, short measure and ·after-hour s9.les were also detected and the vend
ors were adequately punishei ·departmentally. 1'he fines imposed and realised 
amounted toRs. 13,019 .and Rs. 9,667, respectively. The amount of rewards distributed 
represents 44'8 per cent .. of tbe fines imposed. In addition special re;vards of Rs. 117 
were paid. 

, In all the distdcts informers were rewarded adequately. Rewards could not 
however be paid to the informers and preventive staff promptly as the recommenda· 
tiona for rewards were not received in time. There has been some improvement in 
this respect, but the procedure, specially in subdivhions, causes delay which cau hardly 
be avoided. Punishments were generally adequate. The attention of the trying 
Magistrates was drawn to cases in which punishment was not f)ufficient. 

27. The number of persons arrested by Excise officers was 96 against 93 in the 
·w k £ E . d th ffi preceding year and by Police officers lll against 155. 
· or 0 xcise an ° er 0 cers. Excise officers obtained convictions in ~2·7 per cent. of 

·the cases sent up and .other .officers 88'3 per cent. 

There was no subordinate excise preventive staff in the district of Sylhl'lt. The 
inspection and detection work was done by the_ Police. The Deputy Commissioner, 
Sylhet, reports that the inspection work in the Karimganj, South Sylhet and Sunam· 
ganj subdivisions wns only " fair " while it was " unsatisfactory " in the Snclr :111d 
Habiganj subdivisions. The det<>ction work was "fair " in the Sadr and South 
Sylhet subdivisions, '' unsatisfact01•y" in Karimganj, "poor" in Habiganj and ''mode· 
rate " in Sunamganj subdivisions. On the whole, the experiment has not pt·ovcd a 
striking success : neither bas it entirely failed. Perhaps with more experience ~he 
Police may do better. Steps have already been taken to supply the Pohcc 
officers with the necessary instruments for the inspection of the country spirit shops. 
At present I t~ink ~hat thet:e is no d~ubt that Police olficers do ~ot give t~e same 
close arid conbnuons attention to exc1se work as the former exctse staff might be 
expected to do, and the reason generally is that the average Police office~ is not 
interested in excise work, which he looks on as au extl'a duty thrust upon h1m, and 
also that his other duties take up too much of his time. Detective wOL·k was best 
where ordinary crime was lightest. I nspect.ions were almost always perfunctory. 
I do not think that the Police as a rule are to blame : they arc merely understaiTcd. 
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Important cases. 28. The following are among the more important 
cases:-

(1) 'Ramjoy :Muchi and Ranglal :Muchi of Jhalopara on the other side of the 
Surma river opposite the Sylhet Steamer ghat and of Tarapur Tea Estate 
were found in possession of 69 tolas of hill ganirt imported from Khasi and 
J aintia Hills. They were sent up and convicted and sentenced to pay 
fines of Rs. 100 and Rs, 150, respectively. · 

(2) U Bung, Khasia of Shillong, was f1mnd in possession of 1 seer 1i chhatak 
of hill gctnfa at Barpunjibazar. He was sent up, convicted and sentenced 
to pay a fine of Rs. 00. 

(3) On the 13th September 1924, the Court Sub-Inspector of Haflong searched 
the luggages of Baikuntha Nath Barman and Lakhiram Patni at :M:upa 
and found 25 tolas of opium in a tin containing fish which belon~ed to 
Lakhiram. As Baikuntha tried. to snatch away the tin, he also was 
arrested and both were convicted. 

( 4) On 4th October 1921, the Court Sub-Inspector, Haflong, searched the 
house of one Dina Bandhu Barman at Maihong where Narendra, the 
alleged smuggler, was alleged to have put up and found 3 ·pieces of opium 
weighing 77! tolas, 2i tolas and 17 tolas, respectively. Narendra was 
convicted under the Opium Act but Dina Bandhu acquitted. 

(5) On 5th May 1924, one Joham Das of village Longjai in North Cach~r Hills 
and a sepoy, on leave, belonging to the Eastern Rifles, Dacca, was found by 
a constable in the Haflong hazar smelling of opium. He was arrested, 
and on searched 64 tolas of opium was founJ in the haversack of the 
accused. He was convicted and sentenced to 3 months' rigorous imprison· 
ment and a fine of Rs. 25 . 

. SECTION IX. 

OFFICERS ENGAGED IN THE ADMINISTRATION. 

29. Mr. J. E. Weqster was in charge of the departmant from 1st April 1924 to 

D
. t . . l:Sth April 192 L and from 23rd October 192:t to 31st 

Commissioner and 15 mt March 1925, and I was in cbarze for the remaininz part , Officers. '"' .... 
of the year. :Mr. Webster spent 85 days on tour and 

I spent 71 days. All the Sadr and Subdivisional Excise offices and the Excise 
warehouses, Pxoept the one at Chhatak, were inspected. 

30. All the Excise offices except those at Sylhet Sadr, Karimganj and Ha~iganj 
h . ffi and the warehouses at Srimaugal were inspected by 

Ot er superiOr 0 cer~. Deputy Commissioners. Babu Tanu Singh, Superintendent 
of Excise, Sy lhet, spent 193 days on tour. His tour were well arrangel and were for 
fairly long periods at a time. l"Q. Cachar Maul vi Ikram Rasul, Superintendent of 
Excise, was in charge from the lOth April1924t to 29th July 192:ts and spLmt 58 days 
o.n tour. Babu Dhirendra Nath Sarkar, Superintendent of E:ii::cise, was in charge from 
the l·tth August 192t to 31st March 1925 and spent 136 days on tour. All the Excise 
offices, garzia fOlas and warehouses were duly inspectel by tlJ.e Superintendents. The 
Excbe Superintendent at Sylhet impected all the pltrol parties except the one at 
Kurti and gave imtructions on excise matters to the thana officers. 

31. The two Superintendent" Ba1u Tonu Singh and Babu Dhirendra Nath S:ukar 
E . o: continued to do goocl work. '!'he Deputy Commissimers 

xmse sta • in spite of the pressure of other duties all found time to 
take an active interest in Excise matters. 

32. The Excise Branch of my office was very efficiently man'lged by Maulvi 
Abdun Nur, Head Assistant of the Branch. 

A. H. ·w. DENTINCK, 
Of!g. Oomrnissioner, Surma "?"Uey and Hill DidsiM~. 

61· 
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X ame of district. 

( C3char I Sylhet 

s~ v~a~t :Kha.t!i 8Jld Jaintia IIil1s 
X a.,oa Hills 

L ushai Hills ... 

r 
Goolp&.."'a 

Kamrnp 

I Darrang 

!silam Valley~ Nowgong 
Dirlsi.on. I 

Sibsagsr 

I Lakhim 

t Garon: 

Ssdiya Frontier Tmct 

Balipa:m Frontier T~t 

:lranipm: 

Total 

Grand total 

Grand total of 1923·24. 

2 

60,935 

1,38,153 

14. 

Country spirits. 

Rs. i 

I 
Rs. 

95,682 

5 

Rs. 

1,02,Siil 

2,33,835 

Rs. { Rs. 

1, 1,02,361 
2,33,8SS 

57,341 I 57,341 
I 

IMPERIAL 
Reoe 

'

Collntry fermet~t-' .. 
ed liquors. 1 

9 l1 

Rs. Ra. 

300i 

_l ___ . ____ i _I_ 

1,99,0881 ... t' 1,3i,103 I ~.36,1!i6157,6U ,3,93,837 ... '·' ... I 
--·--- ·-- __ , __ , 

'i"6,2i21 33,297 . 1,(19,569 1,(19,569 &XI : f,f/1 I 
41,9;51 25,966 67,~·41 6;.9'1 1,2:241 1,2!4 I 

os,sosl 65.oso 1,53,sss 1,53,388 1 

! 

I
. 39,985 23,665 63,650 I 63,65() I 

000 3,11,359 2,12,318 5,23,6ii : I 5,?3,G7i I I 

••. ' 3,25,449 2,ll,853 5,37,3(121' 10,410 I 5,-!i,i20 I 855 . 5:iS I 
···! 000 000 ...... 620! 820 .. ' ... / 

;----·-:-j_,_j 
···18,83,34.8 ... 5,il! •• i9(r)

1
14,55,52i 111,238 J l!,oo,i6S I 2, ;::~ j 2,:-39! 

.----.-.--~-.-~ 
... I 15,815 ... 4,839 j !0,654 ... 2•\wl . .. · •.. I I • I 

... 1 I I 

... , I 1 

E
- .--·--~-·--~ 

... ... 7,14,1!6 ' 18,12,3;; ,61:',8i911S.S!,2561 2 72] . 2,739 ! 

... I !1,64,746 6,00.3+.1 i -;:.:1 ro,196 116,35.252 ; 1,&4'3 .--:::;.· 
I i i I I 

(al Inch:;dE'E Rs. ;,)() 
(b\ h:e. HI 
(cl B· . .,.,~ 
(dl R~.-·· 8 
(e! B.a. :! 



nue. 

Wines and spirits, foreign 
liquors, other th11n beer, 
medic11ted wines and 

commercial spirits. 

15 

Opb.m. 

s 
"' ·a 
0 .... 
0 

Hemp drugs. 

15 1 16 1 17 1 18 1 19 1 20 1 21 1 23 1 24 1 26 1 27 l 28. 

1---+----~----~--~~--~--~r---~----~--~~-~------
\ 29 -

Rs. Rs. 

1,490 

1,569 

861 

140 

Rs. Rs. 

1,490 1,03,851 

1,569 2,35,404 

861 58,202 

141) 440 

Rs. 

90 

92 

35 

Ra. R•·I 
37,575 50,048 

11,655 18,202 

21,195 29,451 

6,525 4,5'31 

Ra. 

87,623 

29,857 

50,646 

11,106 

Rs. 

4.3,727 

85,52;) 

640 

Rs. 

30 

10 

Ra. Rs. 

4S,757 66,053(a) 

85,535 1,26,'~82(b) 

640 93S 

Rs. 

1,09,810 

2,11,617 

1,626 

I 
----11-------:------------l·-----~~-------:----~·l------l------·.-----------l------r·-------

... 4,060 I 4,060 I 3,97,897 ll17 76,950 [1,02,262 1, 79,232 1,29,8921 40 1,29,932 1,93,3?1 I 3,23,%3 

-l---:----·---l----:----~---l----·l------:·---------!----
630 

1,12[1 

760 

630 1,10,859 

1,129 70,294 

760 1,54,148 

2i5 275 I 
1,830 1,830 

6:!,925 

5,25,507 

5,52,262 3,687 3,687 

5 

145 

4,950 1 4,637 

1,49,985 2,03,660 

9,587 

:(,53,645 

10 2,23,425 3,01,954 5,25,379 

7 

31 

136 

2,74,230 3,71,459 6,45,689 

4,34,700 5,90,089 10,24,789 

4,69,170 6,40,798 11,09,968 

36,210 

47,350 

14,940 

14,325 

45,765 

39,600 

36,210 

47,350 

14,940 

14,325 

45,765 

39,600 

44,504 

64, 791(c;j 

20,ii41 

18,286 

59,7ss:c) 

56,356 . 

80,714 

1,12,141 

35,481 

32,611 

1,0:5,550 

95,958 

1

_ .. _·-:---1,_os_2_
1 

___ 1,_os_2_
1 

__ 1_,8_s_z
1 

__ .. _._I ___ ... __ 
1 

__ ._ .. __ 

11 

___ ._ .. __ 

1 

___ ... __ _:_ ... ... J _:_ 

~~-9,343 _9,34~~8,E4i7 334.1 15,56,460 21,1~,597 36,69,057 -1-,9-8,1-90_1_· .. _~1-90-:4~6-5_1_4_,6_\:_ 
200 200 20,854 5 37,485 

~,105 

5,580 

47,481 

3,795 

64,966 

6,900 

5,580 

1,380 1,380 1,897 3,277 

160 160 160 

... 13.6031 13.603 1'·"·'" '" 1·..,:.58il "·"·1"
1 
"·"·"' '·"·'" 1 ., '·"·'"' 1:::::-~: 

- ... - --1~~--I3-,4-:J9-1 ~I-6~,5·o-,·4-2-4 ·l---4-,-2,-1-6,2-9,-27-o ~\~s-, t-0,-16-1 -2-,7~G-s-2\-: -~~ :,:;- 7,4I,9jO 

on account of vend hcense fees for bhang. 
" " " " , , and Ra. 11 on account of druggist' a permits. 

gal~onage surcha-rged on liquor sold in tea·garden canteens. 
, hcense fe,ee for bhang. 

" 

(~' uj 
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IMPERIAL RETURN No. 1-concld. 

Revenue. 

"' "" 0 "' ;.:: 

~ <a 

"' "' 
R 

~ 0 
.... 
"' " " ... 

.9 .... .E g 0 0 

0 " 
p;; 

" 
() .: l:l 

Name of district. 'a ·" ·S a .; ... ., "' " "" 'd ] 1:1 "' 0 

"' § a ,.t:l ... 
~ 

~ ... 
.s rn 

., ., .s 
5 .. 0 ., 0 j " ~ 

~ " .... 
" 0 

.l!l "' "' .; .. Q 
0 "~ ~ ., . "' cl ... 

"' p;<,.P 
"'"' d :::: 

"' ] .... "-' " <:!:!) ., g 'd ... 
OCl 0 "' l! .5"' .... 0 •• "' ~ 

0 ~~ i) z ;:;l"' if: (!! fl:l ... 
3~ 31 32 33 

Rs. Rs. Ra. Rs. Rs Rs. Ra. Rs. 

f Cachar ... ... 4. 1,500 183 3,03,061 "' 3,03,061 25,389 'J,77,672 

Sylhet ... ... 1 291 420 4,77,882 ... 4,77,882 18,379 4,59,.')03 

Surma Val:ey ~ndl Khaai and J a.intia Hilla 5 ... 36 1,10,.550 1,465 1,09,085 6,700 1,02,335 
.Hill Division. 

I Na.ga. Hilla ... ... ... .. . 11,546 

.... 921 
11,454 303 11,151 

L Luahr.i Hills ... ... ... ... .. . ... ... .. . 

= 10 ,1.70~ 
---

9,03,039,1,55;1 ~~,-8,50,711 Total ... • 639 9,01,482 --
f Goo,Jpara ... ... ... 870 102 2,02,137 180 'J,Ol,957 lO,GU 1,91,3i3 

I Kamrnp ... ... 5 886 280 5,37,396 170 5,37,226 16,759 5,20,467 
I 

Darrang I ... ... ... 675 96 7,15,789 17,744 6,98,()45 15,218 6,8~,827 

As.,am Valley Divi·1 Nowgong ... ... 1 4,280 55 7,46,568 ... 7,46,568 17,534 7,20,034 
siou 

Sibsagar ... ... 1 10,841 450 16,67,169 3Zl 1G,66,838 25,885 16,40,953 
I l Lakhimpnr ... 4. 2,745 136 17,61,209 ... 17,61,209 28,326 17,32,883 

Garo Hilla ... ... ... .. . 1,852 ... 1,853 5 1,847 

-11 1_20,207 

---
"·"·'" I"·"J -:.:;;;-

----
Total ... 1,119 1,14,341 5-i,90,35·i 

Sadiya Frontier Tract ... ... ... 1,09,102 ... 1,09,102 2,031 1,07,071 

Ilalipare. Frontier Tract ... ... ... 6,900 . .. 6,900 ... 6,9Ll0 

:Manipur ... . .. ... .. . ... 5,740 .. . 5,740 ... 5,7.!{) 

--21-,~;,:----
6S,s6,9o:_f~9,9s:_I-=~1I.G7,1~~~6 Grand total Oh 1,758 

, Grand tot:.l of 1923-24 --ls-jG;8 24,168 6Z,2!,77Sjl,SO,d79i 6Mi,09911,75,7891 58,63,310 

·-" -
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IMPERIAL RETURN No. II. 

Expendittt1'e • 

-. I Supplies and services. .;l 
0 ., 

I 
I 
! 

Salaries .Allow-
~-ama of .district. · and estab- anoes. 

Valley and Surma 
Div ision. 

1 

rcachar ... 
I Sylhet ... 

. I 
Hill ~ Khasi ana Jain-

tia Hills ... ' 

Naga Hills ... 
l Lushai Hills ... 

.. 

... 

Total ... 

r Goalpara ... 
.. J. Kamru,p ... 
I Dar rang ... 

Valley Division ... ~ Nowgong ... 
I . 
1· S1bsagar ... 

·I ·Lakhimpur. ... 
i Ga~o Hills .. .. :. 

Total ... ... 

Sadiya Frontier 'rract ... 

:Balipara Frontier Tract 

Manipur ... 

Grand total ... 

Tota.l o£ 1923-24 ... 

lishment. 
Re~ards. 

2 4 

Rs. -1· 'Rs.·l Rs. · 

' 
18,7"50. 3,410 2;6-()9 . 

14,451 1,684 1,615 

2,728 I 5.54 1,842 I 

... ... 288 

I . .. ... ... 
--------

35;'92~ !5,648 6,354 

--...-

. 7,49_7 !2,437. 329 

12,~56 ;2,413 1,349 

11,169 :2,147 1,398 

,13,56.7 ·3;269 .352 
'· 

20,723 .. 3,259 1;258. 

21;839 3,623 1,245 
i ... ... 5 .. 

-~ ~~ 

87,o5l 17,148 5,936. 

----------
1,608 423 ... 
... ... ... 
... ... ... 

------------
1,25,188 23,219 12,290 

----
11,28,100 28,021 12,4-52 

~ .. ., ., 
"" ,_.M g 

'8~ .:1 .,_ , . 
g''"' ., ., 

Other 
., 0 :;:1 ·s till • .... .,Q 

~harges. § • ; ~ ..... 
!::10 llll:B ,.d 

~.~ .s ~ 0 

... "' 7i 
1:1 "' =.c: """ 8'"-' 8" ~ --

5 6 7 1 8 

Rs. Rs.l Rs. Rs. 

... ·50 570 25,389 

~5{11 ... 379 18,379 

I 

... . 1,487 89 6,700 

. .. ... 15 303 

. .. ... . .. . .. 

- -.--
. 250 j ~~5~7 1,053 50,771 

I 

~ 
__,..._ .. ·' '\., 

I 
8 343 10,6]4 ... 

l 

... I 2 139 l6,75!t 

... 56 448 15,218 

... ... 346 I7,u34 

... 
I 
... 645 25,885 

. .. ... 1,619 28,326 

... .. . . .. 5 

------, 
. .. 66 ~,540 II, 14,341 

--
... ... . .. 2,031 

... ... ... .. . 

.. . ... .. . ... 
--- -- -

250 1,603 4,593 1,67,143-

--- ---
793 1,823 4,600 1,75,789 

o5 



18 

DIP ERIAL 

Knmber of 'll"hole•ale 
1 

_____ c_o_un_tr_y_li_qn_o_r_s._~-·--
1 

licenseaforealeof- b '·'-·--"-----' 

Kame of district. 

1 

r Cachar 

1 Sylhet 

Surma Valley and Hill ~ Kha.si and 
Pinlion. 1 Hills. 

KagaHille 

l Lllllhai Hille 

I 
... 
... 

Jain& 

... 

... 

.. 
"' ·;:: 
Q 

a 
to 
;a ... 
= C> 

=1 6 
E ::3 
C> !l .. 
0 " 0 0 

3 I 5 

... 
I 

... 
... . .. 
... ... 
... 
... ... 

~g1 
... d· ... 
o~" 
e~'~ 

~~1 
c= 

""" 01 
,; ~t;; 
~ 

.., 0 = . 
.. "-""' 11: 

·a. .ii s "'.s o·--; e "' 
"' r:~:ef~ .13 

";<;; ".s " " §'~~.., 0 
0 

I 6 I 8 I 
. .. 3(a)l 

... 1 

... 1 

1 ... ... 
... . .. 

.. 
"" E 
"" Po 
Ei 
~ 

11 

3 

5 

I 

Knm er of ,;;.]~~f~ceu••u f0r retail 

t> t> 
§ ~ 

... 
Jj 

" "' 0 ;; ;a ,_; 

.. ...:. ... ~-!., ~ 
""" "~ rC"t; 
~§ ""'" "" §~ I!! ~ =:; 
~§ I "'"' ;; 

:::s ·- ... e .. , .;; .3 -~g. ·:: c. 
! "' cl.l-' rii~ rij- ~ 

12 I 13 I H I 16 

2Z ... .. . . .. 
38 1 ... .. . 

... ... 3 .. . 
2 

I ... 
... 11 

.. . 
" ... . .. .. . 

62 1 .I 
I 

... Total ... ... --=-~~-... ,-sl---:1 
1-------,:----l----1------t 

I 
f Goalpara 

J Kamrup 

.law. Valley Dhision J :::~ 
l Sibsa,<78.r 
I . I LakhimpUl' 

... 

... 

... 

... 
... 
... 

... . .. . .. 

. .. . .. . .. 

. .. ... . .. 
... . .. . .. 
... ... -
... 6 . .. 

. .. 3 

1 8 

1 3 

... 2 

3 7 

S(a) 2 

23 

10 

lB 

1e 

32,b; 

13 

'" 
... 
... 
... 
... 
... 

···! ... 
... I , .. 

61 

3 

z 

1 

l Gs.ro Hills ... ... ... ... ... I 1 ... ! 1 I 

:- --
::·;;::~··: :·I ::J~~~~ : : :, ! 

6 

... 

I- 1 181 1 ,~-:1· •.• 15 33 

f 
l-....-1---1--l 15 --361-1-.5 1---!!-1 10 l 

Total o 19!3-2-l ... ... 6 ... 

.!Jan.ipUl' 

Grand total 7 

i a) Inclndea one 'l;lottling I license. 
(b) ~elude~ one lell·gn.rden canteen. 
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""' 0 
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I , .. 
:: ~ 

I , ~ .... .... .... 0 .... 

I , .... ., 
0 <:It .... N 

Foreign liquors to be consumed 
off premises. 

Liquors in hotels, restaurAnts, 
boarding houses end clubs and 
refreshment rooms and stuns 
other than Railway refresh-
mont rooms (excluding can-
teons) . 

Liquors in Railway refreshment 
rooms, diik·bungalows, dining 
cars and steamers. 

I 

Rectified spirits and medicated 
wines {druggists' permits). 

Denatured spirits. 

Raw opium. 

Ganja • 

Bhang. 

Opium and ita preparations for 
medical purposes only. (Drug-
gists' permits.) 

Hemp drugs for mediool pur-
poses only. (Druggists' per-
mita.) 

Cocaine • (Druggists' permits.) 
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"'~ o"' 
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l 

Na1ne of district. 

J 

l 

·' 

f 1 

l { ~;:: ::: ::: 
Snrma Valley and Khasi and Jaintia. IIills ... 

Hill Diviaton. · 
Naga Hillk ... ... 

· L Lushai Hills ... ... 
~ 

; . ' Total •i•' ~ ... 
; ... 

l 
I 

[' Goalpara. .... . ... 
' , f:tramrup •h· .... 
' ,. r- dt' .... 

Assam Valley 1 Nowgong ., .. ... ... 
Division.; 

. Sibsagar ... . .. 
i 

.. 
I La.khimpur ... ... 
I 

'Garo Hills ... . .. 
l 

! . . .. ... 
Tota:l ... 

l 
Sadiya :Frontier 'l'mct ·•I• 

Ba.lipara Jiron tier Tract i ... 
"l!liiiipiir ... ... 

Grand total ... ... 

Tota.l of 1923-24 ... 

.! 
0 

:5 
!tO 
1'1 ., 
~ ... 
-11 

2 

20 

Country spirits. 

Issues in Imperial gallons. 

'I 
'S 

t! 
" ·~ ... ... 
<ll 

I 8 

HIPERIAL 

Consump 

Foreign Liquors, othe~ 
spirits. 

Imporwd liquors. 

tr. P. gals. U, P. gala. L. P. gala. ~s. 

ad• 6,o6s so· t9,B2D 

so• ao,o55 . so• 16,480 

·so• ·go9 so· ·oGs · 

---
... ... 

, .. ~ ---
3()• 8,955 ~·so· 19,565 

so• 5,015 rso• 14,670 

so• ' 3,622 ··~w 37,975 

3<f . 2,745 6o• 17,135 

so• 18,123 600 1,16, 784. 

ao• 30,090 eo• 1,09,14.5 

300 2® so· 200 ... 

--
i ... ... 
I 

~..........._, 

... ... 

. .. ... 

... ... 
--.. . . .. 

12,187 

27,631 

------
40,8® 

.. 14.,094 

9,878 

17,725 

8,775 

59,399 

64.,721 

l!4S 

1,74,840 1 

3,268' 

... 
... 

2,18,448 

5 

5 

5 

il 

-;-c 
5 . .. 
5 ... 
5 ... 
5 . .. 
5 .. . 

. . --~ 
5 ... 
5 ... 

536 

'237 

493 

1-
1,266 

93 

94 

209 

I 27 

366 

:733 

.. . 

-----
... ... 1,462 

... ... .. . _ ....... ,,. 

.. . .. . ... 

... . .. ... 

... 

5,727 

1,116 

627 

·us 

-
7,588 

72 

1,220 

1,519 

330 

3,170 
~·· . 

6,242 

2 

---
12,555 

-... 
... 
. .. 

-
20,143 -~~-r~; 

--- --:.~-----:::,---;,: ... ... 19,728 



RETURN Ko.IV. 

tion. 

than commercial 

Liquors manufac• 
bned iu India pay· 
ing duty ut Tariff 

rates. 

10 
I 

11 12 

Commercial spirits. 

13 

10 

275 

662 

395 

14 

19 

54 

21 

15 

Srs. 

83$ 

223 

927 

398 

17 

Rs. 

75 

75 

75 

75 

Opium and oth~r Dr~ga. 

18 

Ra. 

140 

160 

140 

140 

'· ... 

21 

Sra, 

2,191 

4,248 

60 

28 

22 

r.ri 
:9 
.s 
<ll .s 
cl 

" 0 
<.> .... 
0 

"' ~ 
U2 

23 

Srs. Lbs. Oll. gra. 

60 

20 

0 3. 27St 

0 2 150i 

0 !!! 13& 

l-------l·----~-------'·---------l-----~---l---------1·----·---1·----·----1---------l·-------l·------·---

-:_~ 101 
1,332 73 2,386 6,5?.7 80 0 8 2 

------------1·-----1-----1-·-

39 

2GB 

183 

22 

367 

. 615 

110 

3,333 

4,965 

6,0';4 

8,832 

10,393 

75 .. . 140 

75 140 

75 140 

75 140 

7S 140 

. 75 140 

1;764 

2,358 

747 

?73 

2,142 

],979 

46 

0 0 372~ 

0 0 35 

0 3 289} 

-------- ----+------+-'"----l----"---l·---·-+----1---
1 9,809 ... . 0 4 259~ 1,494 33,707 

------~--1--1--1-:----l---·-

"' ... ' ... 833 69 

69 

124 

l--.-.. -·l--... --l---10-l---!,·8-3-0 --7-3·'.---37 .... ,_1_1_9~·,~~-_-.. _. -1-· .. _l---:-40-5-l---80_
1
_0_1_2 ·; 

----~----11------.. ---- ------
3 2,004 60 36,421 13,815 62 1 9 416 

~. 7 0 



Nam1l of district. 

"" rcachar 
~ ·l 
"'§ J 'Sylhet 

~-:~ ~ Khasi and 
::.-A I Hilla. 

~~ Naga Hills 
J.l I 

. LLnahai Hills 

I 

' "'I 

Jaintia 

22 

Area, in square miles. Population (in thou· 
sands). 

2 

6,027 

3,115 

Distillery 
system. 

3 

4 3,5611 .... 

7 .. 5,428 

... 243 

Distillery 
system. 

10 

36 

.•. 

5 

517 

2,506 

1. 

UIPERIAL 

Incidence of 

Number of square miles per shop. Number of 
lation. 

Country spirit. Country 
spirit. 

Opium. 
Distillery 

Hemp 
drugs. 

I Distil· 
.i ,Jery area 

1 
0 

6 

area. 

g I. o;i. ~ -.j 
of ~ ..... k 

p p:; ~ ~ 

4 

1 

162 

164 

I 8 I 

1 603 1 

2,009' ... 8 2,001 8 

3,115 ... • 3,115 ... 

~~---

j) 1 10 1 11 

132 ... 1 4 

90 ... 'l I 

1 ... 

3,115 1 ... 

•!.•. ... ... .. • 

Total 
... --::-:~-;-: 3,0231~~ -~60 ~-;,--;-:~~-;-:-

"""'""-"--- -·--"'-- ~ ......._ _____ _ 
. fGoa!para 

:I I Kamrup 

~ 1 Darrang 

~{Nowgong 

~ 'I Sibsagar a, · 
j3 llakhimpn~ 
«< Garo Hille 

Total 

' ... 

Sadiya Frontier Tract ... 

Bc.lipara F~ontier Tract ... 

:r.rauipur 

.:. 

;,, 

··'•• 

1.165 

2,670 

'l , 3,947 ... !1.7 'l4S ... 3 188 3 438 I s 131 21 2 

'4 3,859 ,., lll '132 ... 1 5M 1 101 1 193 ... 3 ,1 
I 

·l 2,917 1 ,,. 8 · 470 171 73 265 ... 

3 3,696 i ... 10 388 1 ·231 92 231 ... 2 

6 5,091 ... 18 805 1 181 1 67 1 181 ... 4 z 
\i 2,947 122 21 .. 445 194. 1 827 1 98 1 293 4 4 2 

470 165 14 2,670 ... 470 ... . ... ... 3,140 1 ... 

---------- ----~---- ......___....:.. -· --~- ......__ ..__-

a;Ms 25 22;927 2s7 Ids · 3,1599- Ms 1 . 2a1 .1 9611 2ta / 2 16 2 

--=-=-=::-=-===[ : ::-:::-:::-: 
... ... ... ... ... ... ... . .. j .... ,... ... ... ... ... ! ...... 

Gmnil total 

.....__._ ----·-·-~ ..... _.._ ...___..........___.._......._..._ ........_- _.,___.. 

- .... ':1.2,9771 36 SM41 691 . 154; 6,8111. l~~.,. '1 i ... .,1 ,.. 11 I ... ... 24. z 

j,.,,f;l .. ·"' m r;;:--:,n I "" Fl ~; r~l-;,-t-;1-:;-~: · 
• F igu.res not. 
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RETURN No. V. 

C Oll811illpti on. 

----------------------~-------------------------~----------

shops per 100,000 of pupn· 

Consumption per 
100 of the popn· 
lation, in gallons 
or seers (to two 
places of deci
mals). 

Average ta:~:ation per proof gallon or seer, in rupees (to two places 
of decilllJ!.la). 

t> 
"' ::::l 
~ 

Hemp drugs. ~ 
..., 

Country spirits 
Distillery area. Opinm •. Hemp drugs. 

Average 
total 
excise 

revenue 
per head 
o£ popu 
lation 
(!!ide 

eolnmn 33 

·;::: -
·a 

1--:---1----1 Ill 

of the 
Imperial 
Return 
No. I) 

12 

7 

1 

2 

1 : .. . 

13 

1 

7 

1 

j 
0 

8 

114 J15 116 1 17 118 119 1 20 1 21 1 22 1 23 1 24 1 25 1 26 

5 ·34 

2 1'04 

1 '64 

·oz 

'01 

•38 

•25 

·o6 s·o 

·16 5·o 

3·39 8•391 44•84 

3"46 8'46 45•0 

37•9i 82·81 

70•27 115•27 

31•77 

19•95 [ 29'90 

19•91 22'31 

10·85 

I
Rs. a. p. 

49·85 0 8 5 
I 

42'22. 0 3 0 

27'55 0 7 3 

... ... i ... ... ... .. ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... . .. I ... 

r-:--;-~--:-~ . ~~· 0·07 ... ··I .... ,... .... ..., ..... --::---;;:;;---::-
0 1 2 !!!7·90 .... 16•39 11'51 

2 

3 

1 

2 

4 

5 

1. 
I s; 

s! 
10 I 

9 

7 

2 

3 

1 

2 

4 

5 

4 1·8~ o·01 o·z3 5·41 2·36 7·77 45·oo 42·15 87'15 20·52 25·23 

2 1·22 o·43 o·so 4·47 2·77 7·24 45·oo 61·10 1o6·1o zo·o8 27'47 

2 3•70 1'03 0'15 4•98 3·67 8•65 45'00 60•81 105·81 20·00 27'49 

4 2•20 1'52 0'19 4'55 2"70 7-25 45'14 61'16 106•30 18'53 23•65 

0 4 

45·75 0 4 2 

47·55] o 11 3 

47'49 1 7 11 

42"18 1 14 0 

3 7•21 1'07 0'26 5"24 3•57 8·81 49'21 66'82 116"03 21'36 27•91 49'27 2 0 4 

2 13'88 1•76 0'3$ 5•02 3•28 8"30 45•14 61•65 106•79 20'01 28'47 48·48 2 15 11 

1 1'77 0 0 1· 

... · 

68 
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PROVINCIAL TABLES. 



Division, District. 

1 2 

r Ca.char 

For
eign 

liquor. 

ol 

.! .. .. 
~ 
~ 

3 

:i 
ai ... ·.: 

-~ ·s. .. 
"' "' -! ~ ;; ~ 

" ~ "' t:l 

4 5 

26 

,; 

j 
p 

.!!l .; s .! ai ;8 to .. ., 
§ "' 

0 

a .. 
t> -! ~ ~ 1:: A A 

6 '1 8 

APPE)l' DIX B-

Excise Revuzue JJemaud 

Country spirit and country fermented liquors. 

Tari. ~ .. 
~ 

p a 
0 

~ ~ 
0 

g .::. 
;a 1:1 t: .l!l 
~ 

g "d :s 0 

"" 0 
t' ~ .. .. .. 0 

~ .. :::: "' ., <:> ];:} .... ::; ., .. .... ., ;a lli g:;; 
!Jot 3~ :i " ~g 0 

~"" 
0 ~ o"' 
~ ~ ..... 

.-:;; 
-o "' ..., 

i " ~ j a .!!1 !;; " 0 r.. p ~ 

9 10 11 u 13 14 15 16 

Su~ VallJ 

~~I 

... 1~.:. ~; ·~ .. ~.~ ~· :~· .. ~~ 1>1::1 .~ 1,0::.1 ~·· ~· ~.· 1,0~~ 
Sylhet ... 1,575 40 33 1,38,153 .~ ... 95,682 2,33,835 ... 2,33,835 ... ... ... 2 33 835 

Khasi ruul Jain- 899 ... 45 ... ... ... ... ... 57,516 57,51tlll ... ... ... •57:5ltll 
tie. Hilla. 

:::;;.,.::: .:"' ::: .. ' ::

113

1 ::: ::: .'~ .::"' ~· ::'"1 ::: :: :: :·'rol 
Total , .. ~-:;~;~-... ---~ ~.43,4%-57,8161::;1-... ---... -,~- 4,01,28 

[ 

Goalpara ... ~ - ... - 5 --:.:-... - ~ 1,03,049-.. -. -~~--:--... -~~ 1,03,79 

Krunrnp ... 1,090 50 40 46,892 ... ... 25,635 72,527 ... 72,527 1,215 ... 1,215 73, 74' 
I 

Dar:mng ... 740 10 20 88,628 ... ... 65,370 1,53,998 ... 1,53,998 ... ... ... 1,53,9~ 

275 ... 6 ~.878 ... ... 25,984 69,862 ... 69,862: ... ... ... 69,16' 

1 
Nowgong 

Assrun Valley 
Division. Sibeagar 

I Lakhimpur 

l Garo Hills 

.,, 11815 10 40 2,96,999 w• ,., 2,04,000 5,00,999 ,., 5,00,9991 "' "' "' 5,00,9~' 

... 3,662 40 66 3,23,605 ... ... 2,10,4981' 5,34,103 10,200 5,44,3031 855 ... 855 5,45,15: 

... 1,080 ... ... 1,240 ... ... 636 1,876 720 2,5961 ... ... ... 2,59•. 

-----~------~-
Total ... 19,262 110 _:_~,714 ~--"· __ 5,64,700'14,36,414]~ 14,47,334:~_-.. _~ 14,50,H.: 

Sadiya Frontierll 200 5 15,815 ... ... 4,839 20,654

1

... 20,654 ... ... ... 20,654 
T:mot. 

:Ba.Jipara Fron· ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... "' ... ··· '" ... ... 
tier Tract. 

Ma.nipur ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... . .. 

Grand total... 13,296 180 305110,75,915-::-:- 7,08,80318,00,533
1 

68,736 18,69,269 ~ "'=12,'ll4 18,72,08.1 

Total of 1923-24 12,077 170 26S 9,73,551 ... ... . 6,13,i2ljl5,86,772l 68,503 16,55,275 1,513 ... 1,513 15,5G,78• 

----~-
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(PROVINCIAL). 

for the year 1924-25. 

Opium. 
D1'1lg

gists' !---------:-------.,.--....--per· 

Drugs other than opium. 

mit a. Ganja. Bhang. D1'1lg· 

Fines, ferfeitures, 
and 

miscellaneous. 

1---------:----l---l----:----.,.---1--..,.-----l gists' 
per-

17 1 

:Rs. 

50,234 

18,202 

50,481 

20,366 

4,636 

2,03,653 

3,01,954 

18 1 

Rs. 

37,710 

10,035 

41,715 

17,910 

4,950 

1,49,985 

2,23,425 

19 

Ra. 

87,944 

28,237 

92,19G 

38,276 

9,586 

3,53,638 

5,25,379 

Bs. 

1 

4 

mits. 

21 1 22 1 23 1 24 1 25 1 .26 1 27 1 

Rs. :Rs. Bs, Be. Rs. Ba. Be. 

65,702 

1,26,131 

1,0.1 

728 

43,987 1,09,689 54() 

84,985 2,11,116 140 

1,180 2,231 ... 

560 1,288 ... 

43;170 35,290 78,460 ... 

64,78;! 47,350 1,12,133 .. . 

20,541 14,940 35;481 .. . 

30 570 

10 150 

1 

10 

Bs. Bs.l Ba. 

1,10,260 2 1,643 

2,11,276 1 711 

2,231 

1,288 

78,460 

1,12,137 

35,481 

5 36 

972 

3 1,166 

771 

B.a. Bs. 

4\J 1,683 

36 

33 

Bs. 

3,03,155 

4,75,708 

1,52,928 

47,G68 

972 1,93,417 

1,166 

771 

5,41,870 

7,16,399 

3,75,353 2,73,330 6,48,683 1 20,034115,545 35,579 ... ... ... ... 35,579 1 4,335 ... 

5,38M8 , 3,97,440 9,35,538 , ... 56,056 4!l,!l0i.i 98,961 ... ... ... 2 98,963 1 11,291 ... 

4,335 7,58,74! 

11,291 15,48,657 

2,881 17,53,873 

5,930 

6,38.775 4,67.685 11.06.460 ... 56,022 39,580 95,602 ... ... ...

1 

... 95,602 4o 2,881 .. . 

... ... ... ... 1,334 . 920 2,2541 ... ... • ... ... 2,21A ... ... ... ... I 

:;,:~r;,,,:_ , '·"·940 '·"·""' ~;.·"1 ... ..._ ... 1 ; ~"·"~ , '"" _ ... _,2.-1._41_6_,_ss_,1_8._888-

. 47,481 37,485 84,966 ... 1,897 1,380 3,277 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... . .. 1,09,102 
I 

3,105 3,795 6,900 6,900 ' I 
i 
,...._:.:.:.__ 5,580 5,580 ... .... 160 160 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ~ 
l 22,53,018 16,50,7151 39,23,383 --6 4,57;449 3,98,782 7,86,j66

1

GSO -40~ -1-7-l--7,-83-,5-3-1 I--17-I-2-3,-80-6I--40-!-2-3,-S4·-7l-6::-:":t.J,20,089 

1 21,83,484 16,38,645138,22,429 4 4,tJ8,854 2,76,649 7,45,503 "642 31 673 15 7,46,191 14 21,664 173 2,16,357 62,59,775 
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APPENDIX C-(PROVINCIAL). 

lJemattJa, CoUection81 Remisstons anil 01,tstaniling Balances on accounl of Euiae Revenue for 
the year 1924-25. 

I Demand. l CoUectioll8 durin~ the year. 

Current. l 
,g .. 

Dili8i District, !! ~ " on. '§ o1 
8 .. "' g 
~ " 

.,. 
" 1i 1 <a 

'i "' 
., 

.!'! ~ 
.. .. 

Q 

·~ ~ 

'1 1; !'.!. ~ .~ ;I i " s t " ! ! ~ :!:loo: g~ ! 
.. 

~! 
.. 

" ~ ... Q " "" !'< 0 "" 0 

I I ' D I I 
Bs. Bs. Ra. Rs. Ra. na. Ea. Ra. lU. ··J I Cacbar ... ... 600 2,311 8,00,844 8,01,"' 600 3,00,844 1,617 3,03,061 ... ... 

Sylhot ... . .. ... 469 ,,75,239 4.76,239 ... 4,77,3991~) 483 4,77,882 ... . .. 

·- v~•[ Khnsi and Jalntia ... 11,670 1.41,238 1,41,258 ... 1,02,523(b) 8,027 1,10,650 .. . ... 
•!'d Hlll Divi· Rills. 
11on. 

NagaHills 110 47,658 47,668 11,631(c) lS 11,M6 ... ... ... . .. ... 
LashaiHIIII ... ... -~00 I s.~~:297 ... .. . ... 

I 

I I 
I 

litam·Vallt;r Dl· 
Tision. 

,, Total ... 600 14,560 9,64,899 9,65,,99 10,1.12 11,03.oil9 ... . .. 
Goal para ... .... 844 1,93,073 1,93.073 ... s,ot,aoa 034 ~.02,137 ... . .. 
Kamrnp ... 6,888 &,34,982 &,34,982 ... 6,30,686 6,810 6,31.396 .. . ... ... 

7,15.7891 Darrang ... ... 11,840 7,04,569 7,04,559 ... 7,04,659 11,230 . .. . .. 
I 

9,712 7;49,030 7,30,617 Nowgong ... 110 7,49,140 ... 16.951 7,46,588 110 ... 
Slbsagar ... 87 ""6,875° 16,~,282 15,42,819 37 16,33,941 83,191 16,67,169 ... ... 
Lakhimpnr ... ... 36,496 17,17,377 17,17,377 ... 17,17,877 41!,832 17,61,209 .. . ... 

l GaroHUis ... ... soo 5,680 S,6SO ... 1,550 852 1,852 ... ... 
----- ---si"6~i83 --- Dill--·-Total ... 147 71,955 54,46,988 M,47,080 1,11,900 60,32,120 ----- ----

Sadly a llrontier ... ... 1,09,102 1,09,102 ... 1,08,1102 200 1,09,102 . .. . .. 
Tract, 

Balipara 
Traci 

·Frontier ... ... 6,900 6.900 . .. 6,900 ... e,ooo .. . ... 
llanipur ... ... ... ~;740 -B;740" 'f' 6,740 ... M40 . .. ... 

1iii --- "6'371 65,34,022 f1i:;(6~:oo;.;1 liOI-:::-Grand total ... 86,515 65,88,674 65,34,321 

• Revised figures. 
(~) Inclwles Its. 2,160 oollveted for Khnsl and Jaintia Hilll, 
(b) Excludes Rs. 2,160 collected in Sylhet, 
(c) Exclwles Rs. 36,027 collected in Sibsaglll', 
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APPENDIX D-(PROVINCIAL) .. 

Settlement of Euise and Opium Shops 1mder th.e Auctio1t System for 1925-26, as compa1·ecl wit'h· 
192'1-25. 

Total number of shops Increase or decrease of nil descriptions License feea. ;cttled under the in 1924-25, as com-
auction system. pared with 1923-24. 

Division •. District, 

1924-25. 1 1925--26· I 19:14-25. I 1925·26. I Increase., Decreas e. 

~--

s 5 6 7 

Rs. Ra. Rs, Rs, 

( Cachar ... ... 61 62 1,32,626 1,61,778 29,152 ... 
I .. 
I 
I 

Sylhet ... ... 118 1H3 2,08,253 2,20,,863 17,610 ... 
Surma Valley and Hill ~ Khasi and J aintia Hills ... 7 7 92,478 91,260 . .. 1,218 

Division. I 
2;794 I Nag~ Hills ... ... 6 4 26,400 23,606 ... 

l Lushai Hills ... ... ... ... . .. ... . .. .. . ... -------------
Total ... ... 192 189 4,54,757 4,97,507 46,762 4,012 

-----
r Goal para ... ... 69 68 . 61,480 70,492 9,012 ... 

~ 

I 2,96,8G8 I Kamrup ... ... 76 76 2,98,052 3,816 ... 
I Dahang ... ... 71 67 3,89,532 3,53,G04 ... 35,928 

.. I 
Assam Valley Division ... i Nowgong ... ... 78 76 ~ 

5,04,331 4,53,759 ... 50,572 

·sibs!!.gar .• ... 143 14:1. 7,42,335 . 7,56,432 14,097 ... 
Lakhimpur ... ... 86 86 8,87,859• . 8,62,944 ... 24,915 

L Garo Hills ... ... 4 4 4,416 4,008. ... 408 
·-

~otal ... . .. 527 521 2R,83,005 27,98,107 211,925 1,11,823 
... ... ' . -.-.- - - ---

Sadiya ~rontier Tract 
I 

987 ... 12 12 53,430" 54,417 I ... 
'. ... .. 

Balipara Frontier Tract ... 1 1 3,795 3,850 ' 55 ... . ' i • p I ,., ... . ' 
I 

M~nipur ... ... ... . .. ... . .. 
I 

... ... 
'. ... 

I 
. . ' ... .. ·---r-- --

Grand total ·'·· .!. 732 .~23 I 33,~~:987 3-3,53,881 ! 74,729 1,15,835 
. ~· -·- -· ~ --~-· ·- ~ ... - ~· ~ 1....--...,...-w..:J _ ... _ -···~ Net decrease ... ... . .. 41,106 

t Revised figures. 

71 
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APPENDIX E-(PROVINCIAL). 
Retail Priees at toldclt Spirits and JJrugs 1oere sold O!l Tendors during t'he year 192·t·25. 

Country 

I 
Foreign I Ga11ja per seer. I Bhang or siddhi per I Opium. spirit. liquor. seer • 

.. .. k 
0 k 

"" 
0 .; 

t t 
<:1 ~ "' Division, District. g k 

"' 0 0 I> 

"' I> "' .. &l "' <I 

"" "" I# I# e .., ..., "' I> 
"' ~ :;; .. r.:: .. r.:: .; ] .l3 '0 "' "' -e ] C' C' " .1:1 

k k 
~ k It k 

C> "' "' tQ tQ "' 0 
J:4 J:4 p:j p:l J:4 -

1 2 3 5 6 7 8 9 

Cachar ... ... As. 12 to Rs. 4·8 to Rs. 7-8 to Ra. 60 ... As. 8. Rs. 10 ... Re.1·1! 
Re.1·5. Rs. 5. Ra. 7-14. 

Sylhet ... ... Aa, 12 to Rs.4-8. Rs. 7·8 ... . . 60 ... As. 8 .Rs. 20 . .. Ra.2 
Re. 1-5. ,_ v.u.,J 

and Khaei o.nd Jain till Hilla Re.l-12 ... Re. 1 to ... 
" 

60 .. ... . .. Re. 1-12 
Hill Divisi~n. Rs. 5. 

N aga. Hilla ... "' As. 12 to Rs. 2·8 to ... .. 60 ... ... . .. Re. 1-12 
Re. 1·5. .Ra, 6, 

l Lushai Hills· ... ... ... ... ... ... . .. . .. 

r Goalp~rll ... ... A e. 12 to Ra. 4-4 ... Rs. 8·0 ... Ra. 60 ... ... . .. Re. 1-12 
Re. 1·5. 

l 

I Kamrup ... ... Aa.10 to Rs. 4.8 ... Ils. 7·0 to .. 60 . .. ... .. . " 1-12 
Re.l·S. Rs. 'l-8. 

>- V&l~j Darrang ... ... As. 10 to Rs.4-0 ... Rs. 7 to 
" 

60 ... . .. .. . " 1-12 
Re.l-5. Rs. 7·8. 

Division. Nowgong ... ... As.12 to Rs. 5·0 ... Ra. 7-9 ... .. 60 ... . .. .. . , 1-12 
Re.l-5. 

Sibsaga.r ... ... As. 12 to Rs. 4.-0 Rs. 'l-0 to .. 60 ... ... .. . .. 1·12 

I Lakhimpur 

Re.l-5. Rs. 8. . 
HI ... As. 12 to Rs. 3-4 ... Rs. 7-4 to " 

60 ... ... ... u 

l Re. 1-5. Rs. 7-8. 

Garo Hills ... ... As.12 to ... ... .. 70 ... . .. . .. ... 
Re. 1-5. 

Sadiya Frontier Tract As. 10 to ... ... " 60 ... ... . .. Re. l-12 
Re.l-5. ... _ ..,....., ... ,. I ... 

I 
... ... - ... .. . " 1-12 

Manipur ... ... ... ... ... . .. ... . .. . .. 
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APPENDIX F-(PROVINCif\.L). 

StatemeJtt showing the proport-ion of teventte brougM itt by license fees ail compared ioitlt duty .. 

Division. District. 

1 2 

Sylhet 

Khasi and Jaintia. J 

Cachar 

Surma. Valley a.nd Hilla. 
Hill Division. l Naga. Hills 

Luaha.i Hills 

r Goalpa.ra. , .. 

I Kamrup ... 

1 Da.rra.ng ... 

Aa~~%:a.lley Di· t :;bw~::: ::: 
La.khimpur ... 

:::~Y~ills Fronti:; I 
Tract. 

Balipa.ra. Frontier 
Tract. 

Manipur 

Country spirit. 

Distillery system. 

3 

59'5 

59•0 

76'05 

40·0 

41'0 

so·5 
s8·s 
42•5 

37'2 

40•6 

39'5 

Outatill 
system. 

5 

100'0 

100'0 

100'0 

100•0 

I Ganja, 

6 

40'0 

40•4 

39'4 

44•8 

42'2 

42•1 

43'9 

43'3 

41•3 

7 

60'0 

59·6 

70'6 

57'8 

57'9 

56'1 

:57·7 

58'8 

57·9 

Opium. 

8 

42·8 

39'0 

41'9 

56'5 

9 

51'6 48•4 

42'4 57•6 

42•5 57•5 

42•4 57•6 

42•4. 57·6 

42'2 57•8 

44•1 35'9 

55·0 

72 
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APPENDIX G-(PllOVINCIAL). 
Statenient showiug Receipts, Issues and Balances of Spirits i, Excise 71' arekouae8 under the contract 

8!)stem during !92·t-25. 

I ll.oceivod during tho Issued during the year. 
~ 

year. ~ 
0 '0 :l: <> 

~ 0 

" Toto! to be ~ " District, Excise warehouse. ,;! accounted 0 

" ,;:: 
-:; for. "" For " ~ 
"' Blat1~~il· Under Oo

0
fdl'ut;<'.nt 

Dy transfer rrdis- ~ ~ or nnrier To4al. '8 "' bond, tilln· ... bond, tiou. "' " 

i 
~ 

... 

.s 
~ <> 
.ll " " :rl ~ ~ 

L.P.G. L.P.G, L.P,G. L.P.G. L,P.G, L.P.G. L.P.G. L.P.G. L.P.G. L.P.G. 

Cachlll' ... Sllchar ... ... 2,027'8 . .. 17,644'7 19,872'0 16,822•0 ... .. . 16,821'0 £l6•9 2,623•1 

... { Srimnngal ... ... 2,~1'1 ... 18,926'9 21,348'0 1r,eoa·2 ... ... 17,608'2 470'2 S,269'S 
Sy:het 

Chhatak ... ... l,OIW9 ... 5,577'8 6,642'7 6,3-16'8 ... . .. 6,~·8 210'8 1,085'1 

Gonlpmra ... Dhnbrl ... ... 1,526'9 ... 17,817'9 18,'44•8 16,373'3 . .. ... 16,873'3 46%'3 2,009'2 

Darmng ... Tezpur ... . .. 1,812'4 ... 18,992•7 20,805·1 17,663'1 .... 40'0 17,703'1 661'6 2,-140'5 

Nowgong ... Chapnrmnkh ... 1,974'2 . .. 15>262·0 1~,236•2 15,22!1'9 . .. . .. 15,flll•9 407'1 1,599•2 

( Jorhat ... ... 678'1 ... 28,182'6 28,760'7 27,584'() ... ... 27,1!84·0 596'2 580'5 

I 
·i· U,878'2 8ibsagar ... 1 Golaghnt ... 2,466'1 ... 12,622'9 14,089·0 14,878-2 ... ... uo·s . .. 

.. "' 19;492'7 19,4ll2'7 1,373•7 l Nnzirn ... . .. 2,137'2 ... 21;843'3 23,979•5 ... ... :,113'1 

. " 

; 
as.ar8·o 2,300'612,364·1 La k-h I m- "TiDJ!nk.ia ... ... 844•2 . .. 72,138'5 72,982-7 68,318'0 ... .. . 

pur. 
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Division. 

··-v.u., .J Hill Division. 

/usnm Valley 
vision. 

I 
l 

District. 

2 

Cachar ... \ 

Sylhet 

Kha.Ai and 
Hills. 

Naga Hills 

Lushai Hills 

Total 

Goal para 

Kamrap ... 

Darrang ..• 

Nowgong 

Sibsogar 

Lakhhnpur 

Garo Hills 

Total 

Jaiutia. 

Sadiya Frontier Tract 

Bal ip2ra Frontier 
Tract. 

lii~nipur 

Grand total 

"' g 
Ol 
Q .., 

;.:: 

'\> 
... 
0 

'S 
"' z 

3 

34 

APPENDIX II-

Statistics showing the wholesall' mtd retail1Yend 

LicenAG fees for wholeRalo vend of imported apHts and importoJ fcrmontccl 
liquors und malt liquors mnnufuctured in 

l.lritish Indi>>. 

Spirits nud fermented liquors soli! thcrounuer. 

To other licensed vendors. - f To tLo pi1 ulic. 

Imported. ~ ImportoJ. 

.s .:: 
'" 0 

"" '"" .i 
d s ai s ~ ui 

"' :s ,.; ... ~ .: ... . 9 " 0 ~? 0 0 
(:: A " <.> ·a 

~ 
Q 

til ~ "' ~ 00 ;:.;; 

I 4 5 I () - r 8 10 11 

3 113 1,027 4,319 

20 187 

-----------------------------
I 

5 ... ... ... ... 112 1,057 4,ii2G I ... 
---------------------------

... 
28 

70 348 580 

3 
lo 2:·5 1 GiS 

4 li54 2,392 6,6G8 172) 2/IO;J 2,81:3 

-----
9 624 2,740 7,276 174 2,:!,~18 ·~,~~~1 

-

--------J-·---:·--'-----1--- -----
2,7·10 
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{PLtOVINCIAL). 

------------ ---~-~-~~---~---·····- -·----

i'oro1gn spirit~ o.nd fermontcilliquora. 

Sol<l un<lcr shop licenses. untlcr Hotel and D:.k lJungJclotv/ 
lieoni-)cs .. 

On fi~ca retail fees. Sales thereunder·. Sales thcrermder. 

s,Jos thcronudor. 

,; 

.5 
;::: 

12 ·I 13 1 

I 

1,rn i 1 

I Hi 117 I 18 j 10 I :?0 I I __ 21 

I ---';--
15 

1,180 
I 

8:)1) 

91 2(10 

120 

22 
r 

I 
I 
I 

oi 
4) 

347 ! 

! 
... i 

I 

23 

125 

8G 

421 

5 

... i ... 

2G I~ 

2 

3 15 1~7 3Z8 

1 28 

i 1--··---:---:--'----J----:---~--- ---- --------,----:----1---~---

1--14- ---78_G_
1 

__ s_,4_1_1,, _()_~.n-J2_:.;_ 1 ___ .. _· _I,_ .. _· !_· .. ____ 1_s 1-"'l_:i-587 ~~ --16-l--2-·:_o_ --J.s--o .... 

2 

3 

10 

33 

5.) 

17 liJG 

2,J.,G 

72 

211 

9G 

••• I ••• ... : ··· I , i ,, 
2 

2 

oi 
' 

i 

8G 

1 

12 552 

4 10 109 

1,251

1 

... ... ... ... 61 ... 28 ~ 82 3 G 1·16 

963 

233 

156 

2,7o~ ... ... ... ... 4 ... 1 J n 'i J.1. sGl 

... I ... ... ... 1 ... IS~ 2 ... I ... ... : ... ... ... ... 

,~\_1_.2_1_0 .. __ ()_.~'_0._' 
1 
___ 5·_')_11-:--]-'--·-.. _. __ 1_8_:~_, __ 2_,_~~~-1-G~,~~-·-·~·--~,I __ " ! "' "I " ~~~ 

1 \ 

... i 

... I 

41 

", .. 

: .. I ... :.. ::: ::· I .. : 
!0,.!fJ3 r 7.826 --1 r-.-.. -~~~-~ ~ ~-----:: ----:-, __ 32-----:-~--;:; 

i l 
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APPENDIX I-(PR0~1:NCJ.At). 

Ganja Golas t~tul Gmja ;.ptirletl 6j Ol>ladars. 

Dmsioc. 

r!c~w ... 1 
. . j 
J i ~ylh~t I 

Surma Vs.l:t'Y : 
and Hii; ~ Kl:asi and Jainri11. Hili~i 
DivW.o:J. I I 

• :Ssg!l. Hills -· 1 

l Lnsl::ai HiHs 
I 
l Tt;tlll 

r1 GCJ.lr,na ... 

I I 
i r•a.n:1Ue' 

I I -
As.."ll!D. \aJe-~ ' ::\c.-gong 

Diri.;io;:;. · ' 

Tcbll 

.:;.;ana. tc.:al 

I 
I ... i 

J ... i 

... I 

l 4 
I 

~VdLL ~~~ 
3 1 3 lf. 10, 

I 

T 
315 

I 

II ,. 

Jla.s. r.l JldL Lt. I lllds. .... .... .. e. 

58 9 14' 61 !4. 8 55 10 15 6 13 ' 
10131 61 126 38 5 10;' 21 0 It 14 5 

I 
I I , .. 
I ••• I '" I ... 

~--L ______ I __ _ 
4 i 1"8 21 u , 16~ ::t~ 1: I ~5 27 u ___ • 1_ ___ _1 ___ _ 

3 : 49 27 10 l 45 liJ .~ 1 ..~. ll 6 

2 ; ()3 25 {I l 61 22 4 1 'I 2 l2 

s 
8 

2'2 18 9, 166 2 

6 2".1 7. 43 4 

7 24 u i 61 0 

s 
1 

:!1 19 1€i 1 2.• :!& ~ 3 33 15 

) 12 1 I 18 5 1 i :.'1 17 i I 18 2ii 4 :: 23 u 

1 19 14 : 60 0 121. (j± :;.) 10 ! ;;;- 3.5 3 6 25 '1 
!. ' 

2 · s 15 4 ! 48 10 6

1 

.::J 2s 10 &1 27 o l 4 as 10 

2~: ~10 15 . :![.'"' .. B 
4 

2~ 21 0 

al 
r; 

5 39 71 18 !() 

:..:D . ~~ 1! 15 :269 1 10 

8~~ .;; ~ ;J3 8i 416 3 4 "~ .. :.\} 1:! ; ;l(! (I ~ i 55 & 14 
' 
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APPENDIX J-(PROVINCIAL). 

Receipts tWtl Issues of OjJittm for 1924·25. 

Balance in ~tore at Received Total hsucd 
Division. District, the close of last this ycnr, to be accounted this yenr, Balnuco. 

year, 192~-2~. lU:?.-1~25. for. 1924-25, 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

Mds. s. c. Mils. s. c. Mds. a. c. Mds, s. c. ,Mds. s. c. 

r 
Cachar ... ... 35 6 0 . .. 35 6 0 20 35 0 14 11 0 

Sylhet ... ... 10 10 0 ... 10 10 0 6 19 0 3 31 0 

Surma Valley I Khasi and Jaintia 25 23 0 ... 25 23 0 11 31 0 13 32 0 
and Hill -{ Hills. 
Division. 

I Naga Hills ... 2 6 0 4 0 0 6 6 0 3 12 0 2 34 0 

~ Lu:.)lai Hills ... ... ... ... . .. .. . 

Total ... 73 5 0 4 0 0 77 5 0 42 17 0 34 28 0 

- - ---
( Goal para ... 3 8 0 4 20 0 7 28 0 2 30 0 4 38 0 

• I 

I 
Kamrup ... 69 30 0 4S 0 0 117 30 0 83 13 0 34 17 0 

Darrang ... 86 9 0 87 0 0 173 9 0 125 34 0 47 15 0 

Assam Valleyj Nowgong ... 116 33 0 135 0 0 251 33 0 15:3 14 0 S9 19 0 
.Division. 

Sibsagar ... 146 30 v 201 0 0 347 30 0 245 20 0 102 10 0 

I Lakhimpui: ... 154 14 0 252 0 01 406 14 0 281 19 0 124 35 0 
I 
l Garo Hills ... ... ... . .. . .. ... 

---• 
Total ... 577 4 0 727 20 0 1,304 24 0 891 10 0 413 14 0 

- - -----
:Manipur ... ... ... ... .. . ... 

Grand total ... , 650 9 ol 731 20 0 1,381 29 o! 933 27 0 I 4-.ts 2 0 
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APPENDIX K-

Arrest8, Convictions, etc., ·under the 

- I 

I Number ol ~era~ns-

Arrested with the nssistnnco Convicted with the assistance 
of- ol-

Division. Diijtrlcts, 

~ ~ 6 l:i3 .g 

I 
~" 

0 
.. Q 0 § 

t·! :ll :tl ~·~. (;l .; ·E ,e::~ ·s ~::1 ] 15 "' 0~ 0 ,!! <xl E-< ~ ... 
l 2 3 ' 6 e 1 8 9 

( Cachar ... . .. 24 76 100 19 74 93 24 
I 

Utn;J~ y~I~y andl 

Sylhet ... ... 55 2 67 63 ... 53 13 

Rhasi gnd Jaintia Hills ... 15 18 ll4 !l 15 24 . .. HII. DlVlSlOU, I 
Naga Hills ... ... 17 ... 17 17 .. . 17 ... 

I 

s 

L Lushai Hills. ... ... ... .. . . .. ... .. . .. . . .. 
-------------

Tot!ll ... 111 96 208 98 89 1871 37 

--- --------------

A 

r Goal para. ... . .. 4 16 20 3 14 17 2 I 

I 

I 
Ramrup ... ... 27 30 57 21 28 49 . .. 
Darrang ... . .. 25 90 .115 20 86 106 46 

sa .. m Valley Di vi· { Nowgong ... ... 1 15 16 1 13 14. 1 
SlOD. I Sibsagar ... ... 6 54 60 4 49 sa 14 

I Lakhimpur ... ... 15 50 65 11 37 48 13 

l Garo Hills ... . .. 2 ... 2 2 . .. 2 ... 
------------------,--

Total ... 80 255 335 62 227 289 76 

---------------
Sadiya Fr9ntier Tract ... ... ... ... ... ... . .. . .. 
Balipara Frontier Tract ... ... ... ... . .. ... .. . . .. 
Mampur ... ... . .. ... ... .. . ... ... .. . 

' --- -- ---
Gmnd total ... 191 351 543 160 316 476 113 
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( PrcOYINCIAL). 

I 
Amount of- Rewards distributed under-

~ 
"" 

I E:.:cise and Opium Laws, with reference to ~he amount 
g 

of fines imposed to- Special orders to- :s ., 
" 

" " ] 
" " :;:! "" a "" ~ ~ " ~ " ] ... ~ " .. .. 
" " ] 0 :5 8 a s "' " 0 t . 0 • e 0 

.§ ,.,; 0 0 0. Eo< 
~ sf: "'" az: ... w 

·.~ !'~ 
g 

~ 
"" "' "' 

.,.,.~ ... " .:1 ::;] ~ " " E~ .S-5 ·;:; 
"' " .. ::00 0 

"" .. -...-
i;;; iZ 0;.] "0 0 "" 

,_, .... 0 

"" ..... 

10 11 12 13 u 15 16 17 18 19 2() 

Rs. Rs. Rs. .Its. Rs . Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Bs. 
6,8;)6 4,979 622 987 985 2,594 --. ·-

15 I 15 2,609 ... ... 
3,033 1,778 719 ... 339 .1,108 72 ... . ... 30 102 1.~10 

2,150 1,930 420 1,422 ... 1,842 ... ,, .... ... .. . 1,842 

980 980 75 ... 213 288 ... . ... . .. ... 288 

... ... ... ... .. . ... ... •.•• •.'•• . .. .. . 
------------- .......... --- ---- ---- --

13,'119 9,667 1,836 2,409 1,587 5,832 .. 72 ... 45 H7 5,949 

--------------- --.-.- ---- ----·-----
440 415 53 130 146 329 ... . .. ... ... 329 

3,365 3,365 408 250. 373 1,031 ... . .. ... ... 1,031 

7,4.35 3,585 287 530 581 . 1,398 .... ... ... . .. 1,398 

655 635 ... 150 ~02 352 ... ... ... .. . 352 

2,150 2,080 118 478 696 1,392 ... ... ... . .. 1,292 

2,045 892 21i9 278 4U 978 ... ... "' . .. 978 

200 200 5 ... ... 5 ... ... .. . .. . 5 

-
16,290 11,172 1,130 1,816 2,4391 5,385 ... ... ... ... 5,386 

------ ----~- I ------ ---- ---
... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... . .. .. . 

I ... ... ... ... . .. . .. ... . .. ... .. . .. . 
i ' ' ... ... ... ... . .. 
i 

... ... ... .. . .. . .. . 
-----·- ---- --- - -

29,309 1 19,839 2,966 4,225· ,,J.,026 1U17 72 ... [45 H7 11,3~4 



llivi~on. 

r 
I 

District. 

Cachar 

Sylhet 

Snrm11 Valley i 
and HR\i 
Division. I 

Khasi and J aintia 
Hills. 

Naga Hills 

l Lushai Hills 

Total 

fl Goalpara 
I 

I
·Kamrnp 

Darrang 

AsMm Valley{ Nowgong 
Divisioo. I 

Sibsagar 

Lakhimpur 

L Ga:·o Hills 

Total 

Sadiya Frontier Tr"act 

Bali para 
Tract. · 

Frontier 

Manipur 

Grand total 

s 
.!l .. 
0 

·5 
~ 

'" 0 
" "ii 
i 
~ p 

l 
0 

,; 
:\ 
f"' 

0 
" .~ 

I 
0 

"' ] 
S 

4 

4 

2 

1 

'1 

a 
.!l .. 
0 

~ 
~ 
0 
0 

" 0 

i 
;';l 

~ 
;::; 

40 

Classified 

a 
d ·g. 
"' ll 
~ 

~ " g 
] 

0 " 
" " -~ ·~ 
~ ~ 
0 .. 
"' ;';l 'd 
.2 ~ s 

APPE~DIX L-

Statement of tlze more imjJortaut offe nas 

g 

.e 

.~ 
~ .:. d 

"' "' ~ :0: 

"' 0 ii 
.~ 0 

0 
;; 

j 
0 

"' .s .. 
~ 

... 
" s s w 

2 

!;' 
0 
" 1l 
0 

~ 
"' " " 
~ 
t; 
.!"! 
d 
~ 

il 
-g 

.~~ 
~~ 

10 

72 

12 

3 

11 

"' :E 
~ 
}? 
~ 
d 

1l 
0 

" .~ 

~ 

i 
" "' s 
11 

~ 
0 

" g 
:;; 
0 

.~ 
f 
0 

.~ 
~ 
;::; 

12 

1 

8 

2 

5 

.; 
·~ 

"' 
~ 

" l>l 

'0 
" ~ 
"' ~ 
1i 
~ p 

13 

·~ 
~ 

·~ 
" '" 0 

" 0 ., 
"' " ~ 
H 

2 

1 3 

------------------------1-

_ ... ___ ~_=-__ ... ___ ... ___ ... _ ~-,~~-9---~ --3 -~· 
3 8 1 

2 36 1 1 

5 66 12 l 

2 1 6 

2 2 12 5 2 

2 4 2 2 28 12 

... ... ... ... ... ... ... 1 I ... ... ... ... 
·-4~-17-:-1-;--:- -;---::,-157 3o-:::--21~<],-
-----.----------------------·---··· ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... . .. : 

I 

-
4 25 2 4 2 245 39 7 5 7 
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PROVINCIAL). 

' Opium Lawsfor 1924-25. under the EJJcise and 

] 
" ~ li'o 

·~ <l 
.; " .:: ,.:: 

"' .; ·i 0 

§' s ·~ " i ? g ..<:: " ffi ., ~ .,; .; 
ri5 "" " ,;, 'g ~ "' " 0 "" "' 0 ·;; "' .:: 

·~ .:: "' " "" ~ l ~ .. " "' ;a "' " "' Iii .9 '§ i r.:: "' ·i ... ... g .. 
" "' " "il .§ 0 g ~ 

Pi! 0 .. 0 

" "' <l <l ..; " .:1 0 .:: i 0 0 .; 
~ d ~ 

li'o 
0 0 '3 ·;;- .£ d .:: " 0 0 .... d :.::; :: " :3 " ~ 0 0 " ,g " 0 .£ 0 "' .... .s ... 

"' 
., 

"' 'lil ;;:; i:il ~ ... "" ·~ .... "" .;! i i i 1'1 ~ ... .... t: " ~ <l 0 

~ 
.~ 0 " 0 

"' 0 • t': ~ 
0 

'~'~ "' Ill ... 00 

"' 
.. .§ ] ., 'll "' ... " :g "' ] " ~ ill 0 ] "' "' .s ~ a ~ "" 

0 

"" " ~ 
0 

" "' ,<:1 .., "' "" ~ ';! 'd .., 'd " g "' 'd ll ;:: ;g ~ .., ...: <! .. 
~ .. .. .. 

~ ~ il :a .::l .. 
~· -.; " _g ~ " ~ .2 "' " -a .s e ;:::; a 0 

s s .::; r.:: s p p p ;:::l· = ;:::l p rn E" 
;::; rJ1 .... .... 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 j 2U I 30 Sl 32 

4 11 3 
97 

8 2 14 4 53 

17 
3 

15 

-~---:--:-1~---- --3 -;-----. --~--4 -------; 
-------·------------ --· ----------- ---------""\ 

4 
16 

6 7 
53 

2 5 1 15 1 2 110 
3 2 1 1 16 

12 6 9 2 53 
5 4 5 64 
1 

2 

----------------------
1 2 24 ----------------

7 ~ I 3 314 30 25 

------ --- -------------------------- --- -------- -----

7 
------·1---1----·.---·i-·--1---- --·-1·---1--·1 

3-t 11 38 14 1 5 27 2 
----- -· ----------

496 7 
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APPENDIX M-(PROVINCIAL). 

Supply ana COII81Wlptr'on of cenatureil Spir£ta during the !fears 1923·24 antl 1924-2(}. 

Gallons. Duty. 

Description. 

I 1923·21.[1924-25. 

ltemarks. 

1923-24. 192·1-25. 

! 

I 

I 
6 

m})Orteu ienatureJ spirits ... 2,064 2,830 ... 
I 

... 
I 

······ 

8n!LLO!IIi; rlinted and publislied by H. H. KING, Superinfen(kut, ANm Gorcrnmrut l'rrll. 
(J. & G.) No. 77-l:J~-:lJ-.·19:3~. 



GOVERNr,tENT :QF ASSAM. 

Governor in Council. 

Resolution on the Excise Administration ·of Assam fc>r the 
year 1924-25. 

Extract from the Proceedz'ngs of the Governor in OounoiZ ifz the Judicial and 
General Depar~ment, No. 6073G. J., dated the 21st September 1'925. 

----
READ-' 

i'he Reports of the Commissioners o£ Divisions on the Excise Administration during ·the year 
1924·25. 

R E s.o L UTI 0 N •. 

THE consumption or country·spirits increased still further, issttes having risen in 
three years from 178,966 L. P. gallons to 218,448 'L. P. gallons, an in: crease ·of over 
22 per cent. While to a ·certain ex'tent the increase m.ay be put down to the action 
taken against illicit distillers, and ·to some extent also to the ·:reaction after 'the 
so-called temperance propag,a.nda directed against sales.from licensed ·shop~, the in.ain 
cause is probab1y to be found in the· continued prosperity of.'the ·tea. itidnstry. 1 There 
is no doubt that in the matter of earnings the ·coolie ·during the 1ast two ·or three 
years has been much better off than he. was w ben ·the 'i:ndustry ·underwent ~:period· of 
depression: and it is probable that· having more money to 'sp·end .he 'indulges ·to ·:a 

·greater extent in liquor. The advisability of adopting measures to reduce the con
sumption either by 1·aising the price or by stricter limitation 'of ·closing hours ·or by 
other means is a matter which the Government are now cdnsidering. 

2. It is quite likely that if in certain localities with a reputation for ·excessive 
drinking liquor shops, instead of being open for· six: consecutive ·hoU:rs 'from ~idday, 
can be closed for two hoursin.the·middle 'of·the afternoon, there will be less ;induce· 
ment towards continuous drinking. It may be possible also in certain .plaees to 
reduce the hours on market days during which liquor shops are 'open from four to 
three. The Commissioners of Divisions will be asked to ascertain 'local public 1Qpinion 
on these points and where possible give ·effect to it in the 'settlements for the year 
1926-27. . 

It mly he desirable moreover in certain areas to stop . the sale of the stronger 
class of liquor or to reduce the number of bottles which the single purchaser may 
buy. ·No general orler will solve the problem, which varies in different parts of 
districts and of tho province. 

3. In the .consumption of opium there was an increase of 698 ·seers, as 
compared with that of the previous year. The causes of the increase, which was 
mainly in the Assam Valley, were explained by the Finance Member in his speech 
in the Council .on the 18th July 1925. Steps have been .taken to reduce the issues 
of dpium in the current year to a figure below the issues for 1923~2~, the year in 
which consumption attained its lowest figure. The experiment of introducing the 
system of registration of opium-eaters and the restriction of the issue of opium to 
holders of pa-;ses was found to be successful in Goal para and has been introduced into 
the district of K~mrup with . e_ffect from 1st of July 192:1. In the meantime the 
Government deetded to extend this system all overt he proviiJ.ce and arrangements were 
made to introduce it in the remaining districts with effect from the 1st of April, 19~6. 
The Government have however called on the District Officers to accelerate the regis· 
trn.tion of opium-eaters and issue of passes as far as possible ; and it is hoped th~t 
tbey will be in a position to introduce the system in the greater pal't of the province m 
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the cady part of the cold weather, and a little later in hilly and out-of-the·way k1ets. 
'fhe work of registration and of checking the passes and rations involves a consiclerulJle 
amount of labour and organisation aucl the Government desire to acknowlecl~e the 
loyal manner in which t!J.eir officers have responded to the call ma.ie upon them and 
accelerated this tl·oublesome work. His Excellency in Council is confident that in this 
policy he has ~ehind him the educated opinion of the province, and believes that he 
can rely on the C:1•operation of all inte1·ested in the question to aid the District Officers 
in the work of registration and to ensur" the success of the new arrangements. ltegis
tration will provide a means of discoVe1•ing the ounntity of opium required to supply 
the needs of habitual consumers. And, unless tttat quantity is known, tbe eiT'ec~ive 
control of the issue of the drug is extremely difficult. It must not be fot·gotten, 
however, tha.t a mere reduction itt the issue of Treasury opium is not of itself a. 
conclusive indication of a diminution in the actual consumption of the dru~ by the 
people until aud udoss . the .province is able to deal elfect.ively with smuggling. 
Under present conditions there is little difficulty in introducing into Assam through 
the post and by other means quantities of opium produced in areas where the poppy 
is grown which it is practically impossible to detect in transit. The detection of a 
certain number of cases which have come to light indicates that illicit traffic from 
the west of India is considerably more than might be supposed. It must also be 
remembered that within easy reach of the plains of Assam opium is grown in 
independent Naga. coumry, and iu the Hukong· Valley and in the tt•acts beyond the 
Patkoi Range. It is known that opium reaches Assam from these quarters. . A 
further source of illicit supply is to be found in the Tripura State, where the sale 
price is considerably lesR than that o'1tl:~tiniug in Assam, and whence a certain amount 
of opium finds its way to Sylhet and Cachar. · 

· 4 .. '!'here was a t•ise in the consumption of ganja of 2,590 seers as compared with 
the previous year. The figures are interesting. The maximum retail price of ganja 
was reduced in the Surma Valley from one rupee to twelve annas a tola because it 
was believed that the high price had led to smuggling across the borrler and to an 
extended use of wild ga11j a from the hills. lt is l'emarkable that this reduction in price 
has been followed by a rise in the consumption of Government ga91.}a to a figure rather 
above that of 1922-23. These figures indicate that the local officers were correct in 
supposing thott the high retail price of the drug had resulte:l in the appearance 
on the market of a considerable quantity of illicit ganja. The wild plant Oannabis 
sativa grows like a weed over the whole province and the art of cultivating it so as 
to produce a reasonably strong article is known to not a few. The production of hill 
ganja. goes on in independent territory within easy reach of parts of Assam. It is 
obvious therefore that any proposal to I'aise the retail price has to be approached 
with considerable caution. · 

5. The most important changes effected in the Excise administration in tbe past 
year have been the introduction of a system of settling excise shops by tender instead 
of by public auction, and the placing experimentally in two districts of the adminis· 
tration of excise under the Superintendent of Police. Detection of offences against 
the ~xcise laws wouli be mvre frequent and more successful were the subordinate 
staff of the Police and of the Excise. Department to work more together. The 
working of the experiment initiated in the Sylhet and Darrang districts will be 
closely watched. Should it prove successful, the question of transferring the 
district administration of Excise throughout the province to the Police Department 
will engage consideration. 

6. The thanks of the Government are due to the Commissioners for their reports 
and His Excellency in Council desires also to acknowlege the good work of the 
District Officers, the Excise Superintendents and the staff, during the year. 

0RDER,-0rdered that the Resolution be published in the Assam Gazette. 

By order of the Government of Assam, 

G. T. LLOYD, 

Off g. St•&oltrl &crelar!l to the GctWillliCiit of ..::ssa m. 


