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Sixth National Liberal Federaton o [ndia, Poona, 1923,

PDE——
~ December 27 and 28, 1923,
’ / :0:
RESOLUTIONS.
sl
I—Condolence,
This meeting of the all-India Liberals mourns the death during the last
year of Sir Narayan Ganesh Chandavarkar, Kt., Mr, V. R. Gupte, Mr., Kasturi

Ranga Iyengar, and Babu Ashwini Kumar Dutta, all of them worthy sonsof India
and devated workers in her cause. The Conference oﬁgrs its heartfelt condolence

to their bereaved families.

P

(Put from the Chair.)
I1—Self-Government.

Having in view the many inconveniences and anomalies which have been
felt in practical administration under a system of dyarchy in the provinces and the in-
congruity and difficulty in practice of an irresponsible central Government control.
ling and superintending the administration of transferred departments by ministers
responsible to local legislatures, having also in mind the difficulties of the central
Government having no majerity of its own in a legislature with a majority of elected
representatives of the people ; and having futher in mind the immediate necessity of
releasing the Government of India and the local Governments from the con-
trol exercised by the Secretary of State for India and the proved inability of the
Government of India, not yet fully responsible to the people, to protect the interests
of Indians settled in self-governing Dominions and Crown Colonies, this meeting of
the all-India Liberals, concurring with previous meetings thereof, is emphatically
of opinion ttat full 1esponsible government in the provinces ard ccmplete responsi-
bility in the central Government except in the Military, Political and Foreign depart-
ments should be established without delay, and for this purpose urges the immediate
appointment of a Commission similar to that provided for in the Government of
India Act of 1919 for making a full inquiry into the actual working of the present
constitution and making recommendations in respect of future constitutional
advance. 1

——

Moved by :—The Right Hon, V. S. Srinivasa Sastri, P. C. (Madras.)
Seconded by :—Dr. R. P. Paranjpye, ( Poona.)
Supported by :—Mr. S, M. Chitnavis, ( C. P.)
” » +—Rao Bahadur G. K..Chitale, (Ahmednagar) (in Marathi.)
” » s==Mr. A, P. Sen, (U.P.)

III—Indians Overseas.

() This meeting of the all-India Liberals places on record its indignation
and resentment at the Kenya Decision of July last which, besides being grossly unjust.
and invidious, violates the most solemn pledges of the Crown and other constituted
authorities, and its firm determination which is likewise the determination of the
?zho]e of India, never to accept any settlement which assignsto their countrymen
in Crown Colonies, particularly Kenya, a status in any way inferior to that of any
other class of His Majesty’s subjects. This meeting trusts that the Committee to be
appointed by the Government of India in pursuance of the Resolution of the last
?mperial Conference will be able to secure for Indians in Kenyaa position
o keeping with her recognised status as an equal partner in the British
Commonwealth, besides safeguarding in an effective manner their economic interests.,
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(i) This mecting further views with alarm the tendency of the provisions of
the Kenya Immigration Bill and requests the Government of India, notwithstanding
the unfavourable attitude of the Secretary of State for the Colonies, to press upon
him the necessity in ordinary good faith of delaying the progress of the Bill through
the Kenya Legislature until the Committee above mentioned should have had op-
portunities of examining the mcasure and discussing its provisions with the Colonial
Office. This meeting is further of the opinion that the Government of India should
without delay appoint a strong and representative Committee and s2nd it to
England at the earliest possible date to raise the question with regard to the Kenya
Immigration Bill with the Colonial Office.

({ii) In view of the facts that the political, civil and cconomic interests of
Indians in South Africa have been for generations without adequate protection,
that at the present moment their economic status is further threatened by the
imposition of restraints which are humiliating to this country as well as injurious to
their interests and that the position of Indians within the Union of South Africa
excepting Cape Colony hus, during many years, been inconsistent with their status
as subjects of a common Sovercign and with the national dignity of India, this
meeting of the all-India Liberals strongly urges the Government of India
and the Secretary of State to take effective retalistory measures against
the Government of that Dominion whose representative refused even at the last
Imperial Cenfercnce to explore any avenue for the redressof the grievances of
Indians, great numbers of whom were born in that country and own it as theirs.
In particular, this mesting recommends the imposition on non-Indian South African
Colonials of reciprocal restrictions and disabilitics in respect of the franchise,
both political and municipal, eligibility for the public services and the right to
hold properties and trade, mining and navigation licenses.

(iv) This meeting strongly urges (1) an amendment of the Racial Distinctions
Removal Act so as to deprive non-Indian South African Colonials in India of the
special privileges still accorded to them in criminal trials, snd (2) the imposition of a
prohibitive import duty on South African coal, taking care at the same time by
suitable measures, to provide adequate facilities to Indian coal inthe way of trans-
port and otherwise.

Moved by :—Mr. B. S. Kamat, ( Poona.)

Seconded by:—M1. G. A. Natesan, (Madras.)

Supported by :~Mr. N. M. Joshi, ( Bomasy.) (in Marathi.)

IY—Dr, Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru.

This meeting of the all-India Liberals places on recod its high appreciation
-of the services rendered by Dr. Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, K, C. S. I, at the last Imperial
Conference to the cause of Indians overseas in general and Kenya Indians in parti-
cular and notes with satisfaction that the Kenya Decision is no longer found to be
treated as final and that the Committee to be sent by the Government of India
will raise the entire question with the Colonial Office.

Moved by:~Dewan Bahadur K. R.Godbole, M. C. E.
V—Retrenchment,

While. taking note of the recommendations of the Inchcape and the
various Provincial Retrenchment Committees, this meeting of the all-India Liberals
«calls upon the Central and Provincial Governments concerned to effect all possible
economies and to lose no time in exploring further avenues of retrenchment.

Proposed by :=—Mr. C. M. Gandhi ( Surat).
Seconded by:-=Mr. R. R. Jayavant ( Nagpur ).
VI—Removal of the Sex Disqualification,

This meeting of the all-India Liberals is of opinion that the time has
arrived for the removal of the sex disqualification in regard to membership of and
franchise for the Provincial and Central Legislatures,

Proposcd by ;~Mrs. Ramabaisaheb Ranade.
Seconded by :—Mrs. Kashibai Devadhar,
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VII—Separation of Judicial and Executive Functions,

, This meeting of the 2ll-India Liberals deplores the delay in carrying into
effect a long overdue reform viz: the separation of Judicial and Executive functions
and urges the Government to lose no time in giving immediate effect to it.

" ( Put from the Chair., )
YIII—Labour Representation.

This meeting of the all-India Liberals desires to press on Governe
ment and Liberal orgamisations the need of encouraging the establishment of
trade unions in the country and of labour being adequately represented in
Provincial and Central Legislatures by direct election in stead of by nomination
a3 at present. »

( Put from the Chair. )

1X—Protection to Indian Industries,

‘ This meeting of the all-India Liberals is of opinion that Protection to
industries of national importance should be given, the period, form and degree of
protection depending upon ths condition and prospects of each industry.
.

Moved by :—Mr. C. S. Deole ( Bombay. )
Seconded by :—Mr. H, G. Parkhe ( Ahuednagar. )

X—Repeal of the Princes Protection Act,

This Conference urges that The Princes Protection Act should be repealed
a3 early as possible, as it i3 opposad to the interests both of Dritish India and of the
subjects of Indian States.

( Put from the Chair. )
XI—The Army.

(1) This meeting of the all-India Liberals is emphatically of opinion that
it is the duty of the Government to take steps for a more rapid training of Indian
officers in all arms of the army including the Air Force so that the Army may truly
be Indianised at an early date.

(2) This meeting of the all-India Liberals considers that with a view to
expedite the Indianisation of the Army and in the interests of national economy,
a substantial reduction in military expenditure accompanied with a reduction of
British Troops now used for iuternal security purposes should be effected as soon
a3 possible and that in any case the recommendations of the Inchcape Committee in
‘this behalf be given full effect to as a first step.

‘ (3) This meeting urges that the report of the Military Requirements Com-
mittee should be published without delay.

(4) This meeting of the Liberal Federation is further of opinion that Indian
young men reading in Universities or Colleges should be made to undergo some
military training and discipline,

(5) Thismseting of the all-India Liberals further urges that no distinc-
tion should be made in the status of officers of the territorial and anxiliary
forces and in the matter of granting King's Commissions.

Moved by :—Dr. R. P. Paranjpye, (Poona.)

Seconded by :—Mr. B, S. Kamat, (Poona.)

Supported by :(—Mr. A, P. Sen, (Lucknow.)
" Lieut. Abasaheb Khardekar, (in Marathi.)
» Mr. T. A, Kulkarni, (in Marathi.)
” Mr, Kamala Kanta Verma, (Allahabad.)
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XII—Indian Deputation’s V{ork,

This meeting of the ali-India Liberals records its sensc of high appreciation.
of the work done, under the most discouraging circumstances, in connmection with
" the discussions on the Kenya question by the Indian Delegation consisting of the
Right Hon'ble V. S. Srinivasa Sastri, P, C.,and Messrs, B. S, Kamat and Jamanadas
Dwarltadas.

( Put from the chair.)

XIII—The Salt Tax Certification.

This meeting of the all-India Liberals enters its emphatic protest against
the certification by His Excellency the Viceroy of the Indian Finance Bill, 1923,
providing for the enhanced Salt Tax in the face of the clearly expressed opinion
of the Legislative Assembly to the contrary. Inthe opinion of this meeting, the
Bill should not have been certified either on ecoromic or political grounds. This
meeting is further of opinion that section 67-B of the Government of India Act is.
wholly inconsistent with any true responsibility of the Legislature and that even
under the constitution as it is, it is necessary that the power of certification vested
in the Viceroy should be strictly limited to genuine cases affecting the safety and
tranquillity of British India or any part thereof.

Proposed by :—Rao Bahadur R. R. KALE ( Satara.)
Seconded by :—Rao Bahadur V, R. PANDIT ( Nagpur. )
Supported by :—Mr. N. N. Hingne, (Ahmednagar) (in Marathi.)

XIY—Mr, C. F. Andrews’s Services,

This meeting of the all-India Liberals places on record its sense of high
appreciation of the services rendered by Mr, C. F. Andrews to the cause of Indians
overseas in general and of Kenya Indians in particular, especially in connection
with the dizcussions in India and England about the Kenya dispute.

( Put from the Chair. )

XY—Uplift of the masses.

This meeting of the all-India Liberals is strongly of opinion that for the pur.-
pose of accelerating the process of nation-building, more strenuous, more sustained and.
more vigoraus efforts must be put forth by the people and Government so as to bring
sound and suitable education within the reach of the illiterate masses at an carly date
by means of compulsion; to improve their economic and moral condition by adequate
measures, to raise their political status by a broadened franchise and in the case
of the untouchables to remove untouchability which is a great impediment in the
way of national advance. This meeting further calls upon the people to make
adequate sacrifices to secure this object and the Government to find more money
for the achievement of nation-building as quickly as possible.

Proposed by :—Mr. G, K. Devadhar ( Bombay.)

Seconded by :—Mr. M. B. Marathe ( Belgaum. )

Supported by :—Mr. G, K. Gadgil ( Poona.)

» Mrs. Janaki Bai Bbat ( Poona.)

XYI—-Mr. H. S. L, Polak's Services.

This meeting of the all-India Liberals places on record its sense of gratitude
of the services rendered by Mr. H. S. L. Polak in connection with the discussions-
in London on the Kenya dispute.

( Put from the Chair. )

XYII—Indiansation of the Services.

(1) This meeting of the All-India Liberals is of opinion that the real question
on which it is necessary for the Government to have a definite policy for the future
in connection with the Public Services is the question of the venue of recruitment,
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(2) This meeting is further emphatically of opinion that in view of the fact
that the traditions ot administration established in this country by British Officers
have been in full operation for over half a century at least and that many of the Bri-
tish Officers now serving in this country will continue to hold their appointments for
nearly another 25 years, it is necessary both on economic and political grounds that
recruitment in all Public Services should, in future, ordinarily take place only in
India, power bzing reserved to the Government of India to recruit experts on special
terms for limited periods.

(3) This meeting is further of opinion that the -recruiting, appointing g.nd
controlling authority in future should be the Government of India and not the
Sacretary of State and that the Public Services Commission should be appointed by
the Government of India to discharge in regard to recruitment and control of
public services in India such functions as may be assigned thereto by rules made by
the Government of India. ‘

(4) That the basic pay of all these services should be on an Indian basis with
special allowances to be given to DBritish Officers on such conditions as may be
determined by the Public Services Commission to be appointed hereafter.

(5) That in regard to any grievances of a financial character or of any other
kind, this meeting is of opinion that they should be examined and redress given to
public servants consistently with the financial capacity of the country to bear any
additional financial expenditure; provided further that before any steps are taken

in this behalf, the Legislative Assembly shall be taken in full confidence by the
Government, '

(6) This meeting of the all-India Liberals appoints Mr. C. Y, Chintamani to
appear before the Commission to give evidence on behalf of the Liberal Federation,

Moved by :—Rao Bahadur W. R. Dhoble ( Nagpur. )

Seconded by :—~Principal K. R, Kauitkar (Poona.)

Supported by :— Rao Bahadur R. R. Kale ( Satara),

XVIII—Restatement of the Creed.

The object of the National Liberal Federation of India and of its component
organisations is the attainment by constitutional means of Swaraj ( résponsible self-
government ) and Dominion status for India at the earliest possible date.

' ( Put from the Chair. )

XIX-—Swadeshi,

This meeting of the all-India Liberals strongly urges upon the people of India
the urgent need of bringing into greater practice the doctiine of Swadeshi and calls
upon them to make it & point to purchase Indian-made goods only, wherever possible.

» (Put from the Chair. )
XX—Indians in Mauritius.

This meeting of the all-India Liberals urges the Government of India to en.
quire into any legislation under the contemplation of the Mauritius Government
which is understood to prejudicially affect the political representation of Indians
settled in Mauritius and to take effective steps to safeguard Indian interests
against any impending danger.  And if our countrymen there fail to get their grie
v. nce redressed, this meetin  is of opinion that further assisted emigration of Indian
labour to that Colony be stopped as soon as possible.

( Put from the Chair, )

XXI—Appointment of office-bearers,

Th's meeting of the all-India Liberals appoints Mr, C. Y. Chintamani and
Pandit Gokaran Nath Mishra as Secretaries for the next year and directs that the
all-India Council should be constituted in accordance with the lists to be submitted
by provincial Liberal organisations by.the eud of January 1924,

( Put from the Chair. )



6
XXII—Party Orgarisatioh,

Whereas in the epinion of ths Federation it is imperatively necsssary that
ellective steps should be taken immediutely Lo reorganize the Liberal Party so as to
bring apout greater solidarity among its ranks, to cxtend ths scope of itsinfluence
and to increase its wtility and to carry on aneffective propaganda for the early attain-
ment of responsible governmant and the sceuring of a status for Indians overseas
compatible w.th-india’s status as an equal partner of the DBritish Cominonwealth,
and wherens it is realisad that these objects cannot be achieved without first raising
a large Party Fund, secondly, without increasing its membership, thirdly, without
adopting a definite programme and policy for work, fourthly, without sccuring
public support for that programme aud policy and educating the clectorates either
by speeches or through the Press, English and Vernacular, or by taking other steps
that may bz necessary, this meeting of the all-India Liberals is of opinien that the
work of organization should bs entrusted to a Committce consisting ofi—

1 Dr. Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, K. C. 8. 1. ( Chairman. )

The Right Hon'ble V. 8, Srinivasa Sastri, P. C.
Dr. R. P. Paranjpye.
Mr. 8. M. Chitnavis ( Nagpur)

‘Mr. C. Y, Chintamani; and) .
Pandit Gokaran Nath I\/lishl'a.J Secretaries.,

ot Ao N

This meeting further resolves that the gentlemen nams=d above be asked to
form themselves into & Commiites with power to co-opt such and so many other
members of the Party in India as may scem to them necessary.

This meeting directs that the above-named gentlemen shall pay visits to im-
portant cantres in the country to interview msmbers of the Liberal Party, to address
meetings and to take all such other steps as may be necessary for the ratsing of the
funds and increasing the mambership of ths Party aud securing sipport for its pro-
gramme and policy.

It further directs them to prepare a scheme of work by the members of this
Party te be carried on among the electorates and the people at large.

It further directs them to consider the advisability of sending a deputation of
two or three mambers to Eng'and at such time as may seem to them proper for secur-
ing support there to the programme for further constitutional advance.

And it further authorises the Committee to take steps for raising  Fuuds for
this deputation and also for the establishment of an organization in Eugland.for the
dissemination of the views held by this Pacty and for securing the co-‘operutlon. and
supportof English politicians and public men. 1t further directs this Committee
to submit a roport of its work to the Council of the Libzral Federition not later th.an
the end of May 1924 and in consulation with thz Council to arrange for the.holdmg
of a special session, if necessary, at such time and place as may be found smmb.h?.

This meeting places sum of Rs. 10,000/~ at the disposal of the Organising
Committce to enable it to carry on the work indicated above.

The Fedcration further anthorises the Organising Committee to carry o1 the
work of the Council pending its appointm:nt, after which it shall bg open to the
Council to delegate all or any of its functions to the Organising Committee.

XXITI—Next Session of the Federation.
The next session of the Federation be held at Lucknow in U. D
Proposcd by :— Mr. A. P. Sen ( Lucknow.)
XXIV—Vote of Thanks to the President.

I’;oppscd by :—The Right Han'ble V. 5. Srinivasa Sastri, Iy Gl

- P S T
Aryabuushan Press, Fooua.
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Chairman of the Reception Committee, President,



THE

National Liberal Federation of India,

The Sixth Annual Session.

wathh.

Wednesday, 26th December T 923.

———3 ()} o

Opening Day.

The sixth session of the Natiopnal Liberal Federation of India
assembled at Poona ou Wednesday, December 26th, 1923, at 3 p. m. in
the spacious pavilion specially erected for the occasion on the Gokhale
Memorial Hall grounds in Sadashiv Peth near Sotya Mhasoba. The
pandal was tastefully decorated with flags and buntings and was fitted
up with the necessary requirements including electric lights to securs
the convenience of those that attended tie session. Portraits of
Ranade, Dadabhai Naoroji, Pherozeshah Mehta and Gokhale were
hung up prominently on the platform and inspiring mottoes like, for
instance, "*Self-Government is India’s Birth-right,” “Union is strength,”
“Reform the Reforms,” “Rizht the Kenya Wrong,” “Democratise the
Native States,” “Practise Swadeshi” greeted one’s eye as one looked
round.

The President-Elect, Dr. Sir Tej Bahadur Sapm, X, €, 8, L, LL, D.,
arrived at 3 p. m. and was received at the entrance by Dewan Bahadur
K. R. Godbole, M. C. E,, Chairman of the Reception Committee and its
other office-bearers. He was then taken to the platform in a proces.
gion, headed by Mr. S. K. Shindkar, Captain of Volunteers, followed
by the five secretaries to the Reception Committee. viz. Mr. G. G,
Thakar, Mr. N, G, Virakar, Mr. 8. K. Godbole, Mrs. Kamalabai Gandhi
and Mr. D. V. Ambekar, the two vice-chairmen viz. Dr. R. P. Paranjpye
and Mr, B. S. Kamat and the Chairman, Dewan Bahadur K R. God-
bole. The President was supported in the procession by the only ex-
President present, the Right Hon’ble V. 8. Srinivasa Sastri, P. C., and
other Liberal veterans. As the President entered the pavilion, the
whole assembly rose to its feet and enthusiastically cheered him till
he bad taken his seat. ‘

Among those presont at the meetings of the Federation were
Sir Mahedeo Chautal K. €. 1. E, C. 8. L, Dr. R. P, Paranjpys, Mr. B. 8.
Kamat, Mrs. Ramabaisaheb Ranade, Hon’ble Mr. S. M. Chitnavis
from Nagpur, Hon'ble Mr. Justics Keshaorao of Hyderabad ( Deccan ),
Ras Bahadur V. R. Pacdit, Mr. N. A. Dravid, Rao Bahadur W. R
Dhobale and Mr. R. R. Jayawant from ©. P., Mr. A. P. Sen, Bar-at-
law and Pandit Kishen Prasad Kaul from Lucknow, Mr. Krishna
Rsm Mekta, Editor, Leader, Mr. Prakash Narayan Sapru, Bareat-Law,
Mr.Kamala Kant Verma and Mr. Braj Narayan Gurta from Cawnpors,
Rao Bahadur K. G. Damle and Mr. Thombrs, pleader, from Akola,
Reo Bahadur R. G. Mundle, Mr. Landge and Mr. Rodrigues
from Yeotmal, Mr. Dongarsicg Patil, . L. C., from Bhusawal, Mr.
C. M. Gandhi from Surat, Rao Bahadur Ramanbhai Mahipatram
Rilkanth from Ahmedabad, Messrs, M. K, Apte, 8. B,-Wadekar and
V. N. Barve from Dhulia, Rao Bahadur R. R. Kale, Lisut. Abasahab
Khardekar and Mr. N. G. Joshi from Satara, Rao Bahadur
G. K, Chitale, Mr, R, G. Dhaneshwar, Mr. N. N. Hiongne and Mr.
H, G, Parkhe from Abmednagar, Mr. R. G. Pradhan, M.L.c, from

Opening of the
Sesslon,
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g‘;’;‘i‘g’f of the Nasik, Principal G. C. Bhate, Prof. 8. B. Bondals, Prof. X. N. Dravid,
and Messrs. G. R, Abhyankar and V. K. Mainkar from Sangli,
the Right Hon'ble V. 8. Srinivasa Sastri, P, C., Mr. G. A, Natesan,
B. A.. Editor, Indian Rowew, Mr. T. R. Venkatarama Sastri, Mr.
Kolandvelu Mudaliar, Mr. V. Venkatasubbaiyah, Mr. R. Surya-
narayana Rao, Mr. M, S. Machava Rao, Mr. K. G. Sivaswami, and Mr,
Ekamber Rao from Madras, Mr. and Mrs. J. K. N. Kabraji, Sicdar
Abasaheb Mujumdar, M. L. C. Mr. and Mrs. K. A, Ghaswalla, Mr,
M. B. Marathe, Mr. B. P. Nadzauda and Mr. A N, Nadgauda from
Belgaum, Mr. G. XK. Davaduar, Mr. N. M. Joshi, Mr. J. R. Gharpure,
Mr. D. G. Dalvi, Mr, Vasantrao S, Ravut, Mr Caunilal D. Metha,
Mr. C. 8. Deole, Mr. T. A Kulkarni Mr. D. R, Mitra, sand
Mr. Nadir F. M. Garda from Bombay, Hoa'ble Khan Bahadur
Ebrahim Haroon Jaffer, Mr. G. M. Kalohor, M. L. 5, Rao Saheb
R. K. Karandikar from Ratnaciri, Col. K. C. Sanjans, Mr. J. H.
Bhabha, Mr. H, J. Bhabha, Mr. and Mrs. Garlani Craig, Maulvi
Refiudin Abmed, M.L.C. Sirdar 3. C. Mudaiiar, Rao Bahaiar V. N,
Khopkar, Mrs, Anandibai Dbavale, B. A, Mrs. Laxmibai Gadazil,
Mrs, Kamalabai Gandhi, Mrs. Tsrabai Patwardhan, Mrs. Sundrabai
Thakar, Mrs. Kashibai Devadhar, Mrs, Dargabai Gokhale, Mrs,
Sagunabai Agashe, Mrs. Tarabai Ranade, Mrs. Yamunabai Bhat, Mrs.
Janakibai Bhat, Mrs. Gangubai Khedgar, Mrs. Umabai Gokhale, Dr.
Mrs. Sundrabai Kirtane, Mrs. Radhabai Bhide, Mrs, €rizhuabai Bapat,
Mrs. Sitabai Paranjpe, Miss Rangubai Ponkshe B. A., Mrs, Varubai
Shevade Mrs. Lsahanibai Pradhan, Mrs. Draupadibai Chinmulgund,
Dr. V. B. Gokhale, Dr. N. L. Ranade, Dr. V. B. Bast, Mr. K. R.
Limaye, Jahagirdar of Bhsatkunki, Principal K. R. Kanitkar,
Mr. G. C. Bhate from Roha, Pandit Hardatts Sharma from Pazjab,
Mr. D. R. Walimbe from Karad, Rao Bahadur R. N. Joglekar
Rao Bahadur H. V. Chinmulgund, Mr. G. R. Gaadhi, Mr L. R.
Gokhale, Mr. G. G. Thakar, Captain N. R. Satpute, Mr. N. G. Vira-
kar, Mr. 8, K. Godbols, Mr. A. L. Dashpande, Prof. V. K. Joag, Prof.
V. B. Naik, Prof. M, K. Joshi, Prof. K. M. Khadye, Prof. G. H.
Kelkar, Prof, 8. R, Kanitkar, Professors Divekar, Kelkar, Chiplunkar
and Athavale of the Indian Women's University, Mr. G. V, Gupte, Mr.
K. S. Gupte, Mr. R. S. Sule, Mr. G. C. Bhat, Mr, D. H. Bhast, Sirdar V.
M, Natu, Mr. and Miss Kohn, Dr. E. X. Dias, Mr. V. T. Agashe, Mr. G.
K. Gadgil, Mr. V. L. Thube, Mr. L. R. Karale, Khan Bahadur Aspan-
diar Irani, Mr. 8. M. Mundhwawalla, Mr Jehangir Pestonji, Mr.
Bomanji Pestonji, Dr. K. K. Joshi, Dr. V. G. Paranjpe, Mr. Ram-
chandra Bhikaji Joshi, Messrs. N. L. Halbe and N, V. Raddi from Wai,
Dr. D. G. Godbole, and Mrs, Janakibai Pradhan,

The proceedings commenced with the sicging of the following
national and welcome songs by a group of young Indian ladies from
the Seva Sadan:—
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Welcome Address,

After the singing was over, Dewan Babadur K. R. Godbole,
Chairman of the Receptinn Committee, delivered the following welcome
address :—

FELLOW-DELEGATES, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

ON behalf of the Raeception Committee of The Sixth all-India
National Liberal Federatiou, it is my privilege to-day to offer you a
hearty welcome to Poona. I may tell you that I am only a substitute
or Badli chairman, and as such I am not likely to be a very successful
funotionary, (Voice of ‘No, No'). Sir Hormasji Wadya, the President of
the Deccan Sabhs, was the Chairman of the Reception Committee ae-
cording to the original programme, but he resigned on account of his
ill health and I bave been asked to supply his place rather lats in the
day. Under thase eircumstances, you will have to judge of my perfore
mance with some leniency.

The oity to which I welcome you has & long record of political
thought and activity behind it. The founder of the Great Maratha
Empire was born in one of the hill-forts of the Poona District, and was
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eduoated in this oity in his early years, It wasin this Poona Distriot
that he commenced the formation of the Maratha Empire by acquiring
territory and hill-forts from the Mahomedan Ruling powers of the day.
After the Maratha power was established under Shivaji, it became a
large Maratha confederacy in the time of his grand-son Shahu and his
minister Peshwa Balaji Vishwanath.

The Peshwai head-quarters were in Poons, and it was from this
oity that the Maratha Empire was governed for upwards of seventy
yoars, After the fall of the Maratha Empire also, Pcona has continued
to be an important place as it has been the capital of the Bombay Pre-
sidency during the greater portion of the year from the commencement
of British Rule in Western India.

Some of our most eminent public .men such as the late Mr. Justice
Ranade, (Cheers) G. K. Gokhale (Cheers) and B. G. Tilak were bred up
and worked in this city. It was here that one of the most successful
political organizations of its day, namely, the Sarvajanik Sabba, was
started by Justice Ranade in the seventies of the last century. This
was an organization that commanded great prestige and influence in its
day, controlled as it was by public men like Ranade and Gokhale.
The late Mr. Gokhale startad here in 1905 the Servants of India
Society which consists of public workers of the type of the Right
Honourable Mr. Sastri {Applause) and Mr. G, K, Deodhar. It i to a city
with these antecedents that I offer ycu a welcome this afternoon.

OUR LOSSES,

Since the last meeting of the Liberal Federation, we, on this side of
Indis, have had to mourn the sad death of Sir Narayan Ganesh Chanda-
varkar, Kt. who was one of our foremost publiec men working in politi-
tical, educational and social fields in this Presidency in the Liberal
ranks. He gave invaluable assistance andlead in all fields of his activity.
Atthe time of his sad demise he was the President of the Bombay Legis-
lative Council where his work was marked by conspicuous zeal and
ability. Sir Narayan's loss has been found to be extremely difficult to
replace. Another death which we have to mourn on this side isthat
of the 1ate Mr. V, R. Gupte. Ha was a rising public man and actually
died in harness while doing public work in the Bombay Legislative
Council where he was attacked by paralysis a few hours before his
death.

HISTORY AND POLICY OF THE LIBERAL PARTY.
.

Before proceeding with my farther remarks, I should like to place
before you two extracts from the Liberal Party manifesto issued in
August last. The first of these extracts gives a history of the formation
of our Federation and runs as follows :—

The Liberal Party of India is as old as the days of Raja Ram Mohsn Roy and its
groatest member was Dadabhai Naoroji. Itisthe party thatis faithful to the tradi-
tions and principles, policies and methods, and is steadily and consistently cerryiog
on the work of the Indian National Congress that was founded by Hume, served devoted-
ly by Wedderburn, and rehabilitated after 1567 by Mehta ard Gokhale among others.
It exists to realize the ideal, held forth by Dadabhai Naoroji at the great Congress of
1906, of S8waraj for India within the British Commonwealth, It seeks to achieve by con~
stitutional action, Self-Government and Dominion Status for India as early as posgible,
1t {3 to the constitutional efforts of the Indian National Congress that India owes the
Reforms of 1892, 1909 and 1919, In connection with tbe last and most liberal of the
three Acts, those robust-hearted Congresemen who had not loat faith or given up pati-
ence were obliged in the publio interost to separate themselves from the old organiza-
tion when it passed under a new control and ceased to be what it had been. They then
founded the National Liberal Federation of India with the double object of ensuring the
effectuation of the Montagu-Chelmsford Scheme in as liberal a form as poasible and of
sustaining the old Congress movement.

The second extract relates to the principal objects for whi.ch the.
Libersl party is working and will work in future, These are given as

follows +—
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1. Thke same status for India in hor dealings with other members of the British Welcome Address.

Commnionwealth as is accorded to the self-governing Domiicns 3

9. The approximation, as far as may be, of the relations between the Sectetary of
State for India and the Government of India to the relations that subsist between the
Secretary of State for the Colonies and the Governments of the Dominions, and the
abolition of the Council of the Secretary of State for India

3. A reform of the constitution and functions of the Government of India so as to
make it responsible to the Legislative Assembly in all matters save foreign, political
and military affairs, and including fiscal policy ;

4. The abolition of Executive Councils in the provinces and the conversion of the
whole of the Provincial Governments into ministries responsible to the Legislature ;

5. The extinction of the provincial coutributions to the Central Government;

6. A radical reform of military policy such that Indians may get into their proper
places in 81l branches of the cefensive argauization of the country, and substantial re-
duction of military expenditurs ;

7. A rapid Indianization of the Civil Services and their control by the Government
of India instead of by the Secretary of State, as an integral and indispersable part of
the policy of respounsible Government for India ;

8. The widest possible diffusion of education and a reform of the system so as fo
bring it into greater harmony with Indian conditions 2nd requirements 3

9. The adoption of measures for the up-lifs of all backward classes, and specially
the provision of extended educational facilities for their boys and girls ;

10. Legislation to bring land revenue policy under the control of the Legislatute
for the better protection of the legitimate interests of land-holders, and for the amelio-
ration of the condition of tenants;

11. The improement of agriculture and the development of the co-operative
movement ;

12. The development of Indian industries ;

13. Social legislation, and the welfare of labourers;

14, The complete separation of Judicial and Executive functions as well as services;
15. The eradication of the drink evil. The Indian Liberal Party will strive by vi-

gorous and sustained constitutional methods to secure the abova objeots as early as
possible.

I think the above extracts will be interesting to you as they give
in a compact form the reasons why a separate Liberal party was form-
ed and what that party proposes doing.

WORK OF THE COUNCILS.

Since the last meeting of our Federation at Nagpur, the Legislative
Assembly and Provineial Counoils formed in 1920 have ceased fo exist
and elections for the next triennial Assembly and Councils have taken
place. The work of the Liberals in the old Assembly and Councils has
been pronounced to be good and satisfactory. The members of the
Liberal party inside thq several Governments and legislatures have
laboured unceasingly for the removal of wrongs and the redress of gri-
evances as well as for the development of beneficial services and have
proved the fitness of Indians for the exercise of therights of self-govern-
ment, Their achievements have not besn more marked and striking,
on account of the periods of exceptional financial stringency through
which India has been passing during the last three years and also on
account of the spirit of non-co-operation which was exhibited in some
of the legislatures. Most of our Liberal ministers have worked with

conspicuous zeal and singleness of purpose and have ptoved undoubted
BUCCEESES,

NEED FGR VIGOROUS PARTY ORGANISATION AND PROPAGANDA.

The tale is, however, woeful with reference to our new legislatures,
Our foremost men like Sir Dinshaw Wacha, the Right Honourable Mr,
Sastriand others havs beentelling usrepeatedly that we must have party
organizations and regular propaganda work carried on notonly in cities
and large population centres but even in the remote country side for
educating our masters, the electors, The elector must learn to dis-

2
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tinguish batween his true friend and his impostor frisnd. The Liberal
party has failed hitherto In doing the propaganda work and in forming
the required organiza‘ions and the consequence has been that the party
has been swept away in tho recent elections. This is what Mr. Chuni-
1sl Gandhi predicted in his Presidentisl address to the Second Bombay
Provineial Liberal Conference held at Karad ia May 1923. This is
what Mr. Gandhi said :—

If that (i. o. forming Liberal organizations ) is not dome betimes, thers is very
imminent danger of the party being swept away at the coming elestions,” at which, so
faras Iam able to read the signs of the times, a largs number of our frionds of the N,
C. 0. movement will try to suter the Counoils for the purposs of either gotting a redress
of the Punjab and the Khilafat grievances through the Couaeils or, failing that, wreck-
ing the same,

What Mr. Gandhi predicted has come to pass and prominent
Liberals, like Sir Surendranath Banerjee, Mr. Chintamani, Sir
Chimanlal Setalvad, Dr. Paranjpye and Mr. Kamat on our side have
lost their seats, The Council entry section of the Congress calling
themselves Swarajists put up & larga number of csndidates both for
the Central Legislature and for the Provincial Councils and they have
seoured seats in considerable numbers defeating Liberal candidates in
many cases. The number of declared Swarajists ( Das party ) politi-
cians that have got into the Provincial Councils are 18 in Madras, 23
in Bombay, 45 in Bengal, 43 in the United Provinces, 9 in the Punjab
and 42 in the Central Provinces. The figures for Bihar and Orissa and
Assam are not available. In the Central Provinces, the Swarajists
have a clear majority and will rule the Council, which consists of 70
members altogether, if they work on right lines. All theses successes
of the Swarajists are due to the network of organizations that they have
all over the country side in the shape of District and Taluka Commit.
tees and the large followings they have created. 'The Non.co-operation
and Congress organizations have been mainly helpful in procuring
seats for our Swarajist friends.

WHAT WILL DASITES DO ?

It remains to be seen what the Swarajists are goinz to do after
entering into the Councils and the Assembly. They are apparently not
going to accept the responsibility of Government, judging by what M,
C. R. Das, the Swarajist leader; has done in Bengal and what Dr. Munje
has done in the Central Provinces. The Qovernors of Bengal and C, P,
ara stated to have offered ministerships to Mr. C.R. Das’s and Dr. Munje’s
followers ; but they, on behalf of their party, have declined to sccept
the offer. Apparently, therefore, the Swaraj party will be in the opposi-
tion. Their deslared policy so far is tomend or end the Councils. Ifthey
meud the Councils, they will continue the work of the Liberal party
and will practically be Liberals themselves, ( Hear, Hear). If they at-
tempt to end the Councils and wreek them, they will do an incalcu-
lable harm to the country. The policy of the Swaraj party in the As-
sembly and the Provincial Councils is going to be settled on the 29th
inst. and early next month.

As regards the Liberal party, we must taka a lesson from what has
taken place, and must furm proper organizations and educate the elec-
tora by steady propsganda work. Whatever our lapses in the past, I
trust that in this session of our Federation, we shall take some definite
ateps for the organisation of the party and the systematic education of
tha electorate. Unless this is done, the chances of Liberals getting in
large numbers into the legislatures in the future will be vary meagre.
Thke Right Honourable Mr. Srinivass Sastri has observed in his Nag-
pur Presidential address of 27th December 1922, that the ordinary
elactor being illiterate, ignorsnt and desirous to be let alone, is liable
tobe gulled by the demagogue and persuaded to vota for the person
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who makes the most intemperate speeches and the most extravagant Welcome Address.
promises, This is quite true of the ordinary I'ndian eleator. H(? musk an Bahadar
be properly educated and must learn to appreciate the value of his vote K, R, Gudhole.
and the merits of the several candidates who ask for the same. He

must know who is his true friend and who are empty talkers who will

achieve nothing.

Having made the above general remarks with reference to the
Liberal party and its present position, I carefully considered whether
I should review in my speech in detail the principal questions which
bave been before the public during the last year in India and in Indian
Legislatures—questions in the political, social and economic fields.
1 have come to the conclusion that it will not be proper for me to do
£0 as Chairman of the Reception Committee, Chairmen in my position
have done this in the past, but I consider this procedure to be open to
objection and I will tell you why. We choose a President every year
to guide the deliberations of the Federation and he is always a gentle-
man in the front ranks of our politicians and public men. I think it
unfair that his Presidential address should be forestalled by another
lengthy speech from the Chairman of the Reception Committee probab.
ly going over the same ground as the President has t5 cover in his ad-
dress, This is like cutting the sand uader the President’s feet, I will,
therefore, refrain from making any lengthy remarks on the questions
of the day and will content mysslf by simply briefly referring to some
-of them.

TREATMENT OF INUIANS OVERSEAS.

First is the treatment of .ndians in Eenya and in the Colonies and
Dominions of the British Empire. We have a President for this session
who has complete first-hand information on this subject and who has
just returned from a Confereace where this question was fully discuss-
ed. He has found a promisicg avenue for the solution of this impor-
tant question, and we will soon have in his address his considered and
maturs views on this subject.

THE CERTIFICATION OF THE SALT-TAZX.

The next item is the certification of the increase of salt tax by the
Governor-General in March last, in face of the repeatad opposition of
‘the Legislative Assembly, Lord Reading has defended this action of
his, in his speech at the European Association dinner at Calcutta on
15th December 1923. Whether the certification was justified or not is
-another question, bui it had the effect of putting the Liberal candidates
at a considerable disadvantage in the recent elections. Several intelli-
gent electors pointed to this certification and stated that the Councils
and the Legislative Assembly were useless bodies when their decisions,

a8 in the case of the salt tax, wers flouted by Governors and Governor-
‘General.

THE KHILAPAT.

Next comes the Khilaphat question. A republic has been esta.
‘blished at Angora and the Khalifa has been deprived of all temporal
powers, Are the Mahomedans in India satisfied with this arrangement ?
-Apparently they are, as we have had no agitation on this subject of
late amongst our Mahomedan friends.

ROYAL COMMISSION ON SUPERIOR SERVICES.

The last item to which I will refer is the Royal Commission on
Superior Services in India, which is at present holding its gittings in
India. T have followed the proceediogs of this Commission with con.
giderable interest, as I hold some views on this subject formed during
my membership of the Bombay Legislative Council of over ten years.
‘Epeaking generally, I hold opinions on this subject which are similar
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and all-India services should ba constituted on a Provineial basis as
8001 83 possible, except in the caso of the Indian Civil Service and the
Icdian Police Service, The element of Eovropesns in the latter two.
Services should be steadily decreased until it reaches the minimum
oompatible with the maintenance of law and order throughout India.
The foreign element in the Indian Civil Service should be reduced to
half the whole strangth of the service in the next ten years. In tha case
of the Folice Service, ths Indian elemert should be steadily in-
creased until the Europesan element is reduced to balf the total strength
in the mext fifteen years. All other services should be provincial and
under the control of local Governments and legislatures, They should
be manned by Indians almost entirely, the few foreigners that may ba
needed being engaged on 5 years' or 10 years'.contracts on epecial
terms. The pay of all ranks should be fixed on an Indian basis, Euro-
peans being allowed 50 per cent, additional overseas pay. The Provin-
cial Services should be divided into two grades lower and upper, the
pays of lower grades ranging from Rs. 250 to %50 and the pays of uppsr
grades from Rs. 400 to Rs, 1200, the Commissioners and other divisional
officers getting special allowances ranging from Rs. 300 to Rs, 800 per

month.

The recruitment should be by open ccmpetition to the extent of
75 per cent,, the remaining 235 pey cent, being kept- available for selec-
tion from lower services, I would have our superjor services organiz-
ed on the above lines, The all-India Services should ba controlled by
the Government of India and all other services by tha Provineial
Governments and legislatures. The contrel of the Secretary of State

should be eltogether abolished.
CONCLUSION.

Befors coneluding my remarks, I want to draw attention to one
other point and that is the great necessity, that exists at present, of uni-
fication of several castes, creeds snd religions that prevail in India,
specially as regards political work in Councils and elsewhere. The dif-
ferences between Hirdus and Mahomedans must vanish ; so must the
differences snd misunderstandings between Brahmins and non-
Brahmins and Lingayats and other Hindus, These elass
differences are clogging the wheels of progress in our legislatures and
administrations. The sooner they go, the better. As remarked by my
friend, Rao Bahadur Kale of Satara, we must all abandon the doctrice
of bate snd exclusiveness snd cultivate the spirit of love and broad-

mindesness. We Liberals must try our utmost to secure this end,

1 have now done, and conclude by according once more 8 Learty

welcome to you all.
You will now proceed to the election of your President. ( Loud’

Applsuse.)
ELECTION 07 TRE PRESIDEXT.

Dr. R, P. Paranjpye. ( Poona), in formally preposing that Dr.
Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru do take the Chair, said :—

Ladies and Gentlemen, 1 rise to propose that the deliberations of
this Federation be presided over by our well known patriot, Dr, Sir Tej
Bahadur Sapru (Applause). It is needless for me to explain in detai]
his eminent fitness for this post. After a very illusirious career st the
bar, he was arpeinted a Member of the Lxecutive Council of the Viceroy
in which post be served for over two years with great credit. When be
found that be could not get on in that position {laughter/—1 do not
know exactly what tha reasons of his resignstion were—he returned ta

his profession. But be was toogood a man tobe lelt entirely tohia
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profession. The Government of India selected him as the repres-
entative of this country at the Imperial Conference in London. How
guccessfully he carried out his duties and how forcibly he pleaded th.e
cause of our people in that Conference inface of a strenuous opposi-
tion from all quarters is well known to us all.

Asg our Chairman of the Reception Committee has told us, the Liberal
cause at present is somewhat on the downward path. Therefore we
want the lead of a stalwart like Dr. Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru in order to
guide us in our deliberations and point to us the right path for our f}xr-
ther progress, I do not think that it is necessary forme'to say anything
more to recommend the proposed nomination of our distinguished guest
and I hope you will carry this nomination with acclamation. (Appla-
use ).

Mr. G. A, Natesan ( Madras ) i—Brother-delegates, I rise to
support the proposition which hardly needs any support. I am sure that
Dr. Sir Tej Bahadur's services are so widely known, and whatever
people might be inclined-—unkind eritics—to say of Liberals, no one for
a moment would suggest that Dr. Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru gought office.
Forwae know that the office was thrust uponhim and thathe accepted it
under great sacrifice, and those that have known gomething of his great
work—not only publio work but the work which has hardly come to
light inthe Press or on the platform--work which he did secretly andun-
ostentatiously-will ever remember the lasting service which he has ren-
dered to our country. I venture further to assert that whatever may
be our temperament in regard to the position of Indians overseas, when
considering the difficult position in which he was placed, Dr. Sir Tej
Bahadur Sapru has tried his best to help us and he is certainly enti-
tled to our thanks for all that he has been able to achieve in that direc-

tion. I do not wish to stand any longer between you and Dr, Sir Tej

Bahadur Sapru, whose address, I am sure, you are now most anxious to
hear. (Loud applause ).

Mr. A, P, Sen (Lucknow) : Ladies and gentlemen, I heartily sup-
port the proposition.

Mr, S. M. Chitnavis (Nagpur) : I warmly support the proposition
that has been =0 ably proposed and seconded.

The resolution was then unanimously carried and the President-
elect was inducted into the presidential chair amidst loud applause.
He was also garlanded by Dewan Bahadur K. R, Godbole, Chairman of
the Reception Committee. '

Dr. Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, the President, who on rising was given
a very loud ovation, then delivered the following address :—

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS,

FELLOW-DELEGATES, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

My first duty is to tender to you all my sincerest thanks for the
great honour you have done me in inviting me to preside over your
deliberations this year., When about two -months ago I received in
London cablegrams from Sir Hormasji Wadya and Mr. Ambekar
offering me the presidentship of the Liberal Wederation, I was not
free from considerable doubts as to whether I should accept the offer.
But, after carefully thinking over it, I came to the conolusion that
if the party to which I hava the honour to belong had decided to call
upon me to place my services at its disposal this year, I should be
wantiogin my duty ifI failed to respond to that invitation ( Hear,
hear ), Much as I appreciate the honour which you have conferrad on

me and much as I wish that your choice had fallen on some worthier
person, I feel, however, that without your support and cooperation
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it would be impossible for any person in my position to achieve any
success in what appears to me to bea crisis in the history of the
Liberal party. Ihave no doubt that I shall receive your supportin
a generous measure ard I feel that the very fact that this conference
has been called this year in this great and historio city full of
politieal memories of ancient days—a city which in our own gene.
ration has been the scena of activities of some of the most outstanding
figures of modern India—should inspire us with some high and useful
purpose.

Gentlemen, I hate just spoken of the crisis in the aairs of the
Liberal psrty and it will be my attempt to daal with it fairly and
frankly and to invite you to face the situation in the same spirit. I
do not propose to address you on too many eubjects, I would much
rather concentrate your attention and mine upon some of those
problems which seem to me to be the mos’ pressing. Of these, one
affects our party, and that I propose to deal with at a later stage.
Meanwhile, with your permission, I shall st once deil with two or
three problems on which I have no doubt you would li¥e to hear ma.

THE IMPERIAY, CONFERENCE.

It was only on the 30th of the last month that I returned from
England after an absence of over five months, During a part of that
period I'had to work at the Imperial Conference. I assume that you
all have read the proceedings of that Conference relating to the
question of Indians overseas and I therefore do potpropose to troubls
you with much of what has appeared in the press. I desire eimply to
explain the position as it strikes me, and while I shall no doubt
express my own opicions, Ishall leave it to you to form your own

judgment,
KENYA,

The position which arose when the Kenya decisions were given
by His Majesty’s Government in July last was to my mind a most
critical one. Important negotiations had been pendiag for some time
past between the representatives of the Indians in Kenya and the
white settlers there and the Colonial Office. For our part we had
the satisfaction that our case was being put by a deputation which
was led by one of our most distinguished countrymen whose know-
lodge. of the subject is only surpassed by his eunthusiasm for the
cause. I, of course, refar to the Right Hon'ble V. S, Srinivasy Sastri.
(Lsud applsuse ). When I reached London, I found that Mr. Sastri was
deeply immersed in this question and it gladdened my hesart to know
that all that was humanly possible was being done by Mr. Sastri in an
atmosphere which seemed to be charged with eleotricity. At last the
White Paper was issued which led to the famous debate in Parlia-
ment, part of which I myself attended. Those decisions were recei-
vod by our countrymen in Epgland and here with feelings of indig-
nation and dismay and I am afraid noshing that has happened during
the last three or four years has tended more to weaken the faith of our
countrymen in the justice of His Majesty's Governmernt than these un-
fortunate decisions. (Hear, hear.) While, on the one hand, it is said that
His Majesty's Government cxnnot interfers with the internal autonomy
of self-goveraing dominions and that no self-governing dominion will
for & moment tolerate any encroachment on the part of His Majasty’s
Government upon the complets freedom of the dominions to pass their
own laws relating to franchise—parliamentary and muunicipsl-—on the
other band it is felt that the same argument, assuming it to be valid or
politically sound, cannot in the slightest degree apply toa Crown
Colony-&enya was and i3 stilla Crown Colony; but it came to me
83 a surprise when a die-hard politician with whom wa in lndia ars
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-pot unfamiliar, presuming perhaps upon my ignorance, sought to
onlighten me by saying that Kenya was not a Crown Colony and that
though it had not responsible Government, it had an element of
responsibility. 1t was a dangerous guggestion to make ; for, similarly
India might claim that though it has not responsible Government, it
has a measure of regpoasibility in the provinces at least. It was quite
_apparent to my mind that argumente such as these were absolutely
untenable and the real fact “of the matter was that His Majesty’s
Government found the white eettlers too strong for them. It was urged
hy some of the statesmen whom I saw in my private capacity, that the
Kenya decisions had certainly improved the position of Indians in
Kenya in certain respects. To put it at the lowest, it sesmed to me to
be a debateabls point. Those among my cuuntrymen who knew better
the position of Indians unhesitatingly maintained that so far from
their position having been improved, it had been seriously prejudiced
in 8o far as the minority of the white settlers was placed in a posifion
-of political predominance and defiritely acquired the right of exclusive
ownership in the Highlands., Indeed, that was not the view of only
the Indians,- Even the Government of India did not at all feel happy
over the decisions given by His Majesty’s Government, and His
Excellency the Viceroy ‘felt himself called upon to say in a speech
which be delivered to the Legislative ‘Assembly that “the mews of the
-decision regarding Kenya came to me and my Government no less
than to you as a great and severe disappointment ; for India had made
the cause of Indiansin Kenya her own. As His Majasty’s Government
has stated, this decision conflicts on material points with the strongly
-expressed views of my Government as lzid before the Cabinet by the
-Secretary of State for India, ” This was the state of things in which
I found myself placed in London towards the end of July last.

THE DIFFICULTY OF THE POSITION.

I am aware that it was felt in certain guarters, and by some of
my esteemed friends also, that I should immediately severe my connec.
tion with the Imperial Conference. I carefully considerad the posi-
tion; but I was clear in my mind that so far from withdrawing from the

vConference it was my duty to fight for the vindication of Indians’
rights in the dominions and the Crown Colonies and to try eiiher to
get the Kenya decisions revaersed or at any rate to pave the way for
their reconsideration. This is the task that I set to myself. I put
myself immediately in touch with some of my political friends in
India and I also communicated my views to His Excellency the
Viceroy who had deputed me on that mission. The more I thought
about it, the more stronzly I felt that ‘I should not give up the Con-

ference without at least making a struggle for the vindication of our /

rights, The friends whom I consulted were distinctly of the opinion
that I must stay and fight for our rights and I also received much
support and encouragement from His Esxcellency the Viceroy. The
difficulty which then confronted me was that [ found that India did
not figurein the agenda of the Conference excepting in regard toa
small question relating to -the mandated territories, I owe it to the
support which I received from Lord Peel after I hadlexplained to him
my position, that His Majesty's Government agreed to give Indiaa
day in the Corference. I then interviewed the dominion Prime
Ministers, I explaived to them my scheme and I must say to the
credit of all, excepting of course General Smutsy, that they generally
‘agreed to support me, Here [ muststata that from the beginning to
the end, I took my stand on the resolutions of 1921, which, we owe, in
no small measure, to the efforts of Mr. Sastri, and [ cannot allow the
criticism in certain papers fo go unchallenged that I departed in any
degree either from the letter or the spitit of those rezolutions.

Presidential
Addresn.

Dr. Sir Tej
Bahadur Sapru.



Presidential
Address,

Pr. Sir Tej

12

GENERAL SMUTS' ATTITUDE.

With General Smuts, my experience wag, however, different, Aw
Thave said more than once, he was adamant. General Smuts has
claimed that he showed me every courtesy. I have never denied it.

Babadur Sapra.  On the contrary,I frankly admitted it in the speech which I delivered

at the Lady Emily Lutyens’ residence and I cannot imagine that
General Smuts could hava overlooked that portion of my speech. But
if General Smuts at all expected that social courtesies on his part could
in any measure or degres make amends for his attitude towards the
Indian problem and that they could justify me in overlooking his atti-
Jtude towards the political issue which was raised, he wassadly mis.
taken. Ihad not gone to ask for his sympathy with our aspiraticns
towards self-government. I would much rather that wa fought our
battle for self-government single-handed than that wae should seck his
support or the support of any outsider in regard to those aspirations,
(Hoear, hear). I put before him a definite issue and he rejected it, Not
enly did he reject it, but he suggested, though he did not move, counter-
proposals which, to my mind, were wholly subversive of the prio-
eiplo of oitizenship within the ambit of the same Empire and which,
if accepted, must necessarily establish a higher and a lower grade of
citizenship, Not only did he reject those proposals, but he also openly
attacked the Indian Government in & mannerin which, by his own
standard, he should not have undertaken upon himself to criticise
avother Government, which is a part of the same Empire ; for let me
remind you of what he said. “I must say quite frankly," eaid
General Smuts, “ that I have been very much perturbed over the
attitude adopted by the Indian Government in this matter. They
pressed the case sgainst Kenya in a way which seemad to me to exceed
the limits of prudence and wisdom, and, when the settlement was
ultimately made, language was used in regard to it which I think would
certainly not help the cause of loyalty eitherin India or anywhere
else in the Empire. The whole incident,as I said, has had a very bad

v effect in South Africa.” This was what Geperal Smuts said, Now,

if after this language and his whole attitude and after saying that
franchise for coloured races in South Africa was “ a question of
impoesibility,” be expected me to treat him as the best friend of India,
then he indulged in a vain hope. Frankly, gentlemen, I do not care
whether he charges me with a breach of international etiguette or any-
thing similar toit. I feel that ihe South African Government, of
whicb he is the head, has adopted towards our countrymen settled in
that part of the Empire, an attitude which, to use his own language,.
cannot help the oause of loyalty either in India or anywhere else in
the Empire (Hear, hear.)
"1 shall now briefly refer to my expsrionce of the Colonial Office.
With the Colonial office I had no little difficulty, but it must be said:
to the credit of the Duke of Devonshire that while he saw no prospect
of the Kenya decisions being modified, he at least agreed to extend the
seope of my scheme to Kenya.

THE SCHEME OF COMMITTEES,

I shall now briefly explaia to you, if I may, what my schema was.
That is contained in my speech and also in the speech delivered at the

Conference by the Prime Minister and, lest it might be misunderstood,
I would quote the formula as contained in the latter in extenso;

The fHecretary of State for the Colonies, on behalf of His Majesty’s Govern-
ment, cordially acoepted the proposal of Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru that there should
be full consultation and discussion, between the Becretary of State for the Colonies
and 8 committee appointed by the Gavernment of India, upon all questions affoots
ing British Indians domiciled in British Colonies, Protectorates and Mandated -
tecritories, At the same time the Duke was careful to explain that before decis
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sions were taken as a result of discussion with the committee, consultations with  Presidential

the local Colonial Governments concerned, and in some cases local enquiry, wopld Address.

be necessrry, Dr. Sir Tej
Further, while welcoming the proposal, the Duke of Devonshire reminded the Bahadur Sapre-

Conference that His Majesty’s Government had resently eome to certain decisions

as to Kenya, which represented jn their considered view the very best that could

be donain all the ciroumstances. While he saw no prospect of these decisions

being modifed, he would give careful attention to such representations as the com=

mittee appointed by the Government of India might desire to maks to them.

Sir Tej Babadur Sapru, whila taking note of the above statement of the Duke,
desired to make plain that the recent Kenya decisions could not be accepted as

final by the people of India, (Hear, hear).

I shall now ask you to analyse and examine the provisions of the
-formula which I have rust quoted. While no doubt if is true that the
Kenya decisions have not been reversed—and frankly speaking I did
not expect that s decision given by His Majesty’s Government in July
last could be reversed by the Imperial Conference in October—I per-
sonally think that our position is distinctly stronger to-day and the
prespect is more hopeful. I do not wish to put the case higher than
this, nor do I wish to overlook the fact that the real struggle will com- Y,
mence now. After the Kenya decisions it was generally understood
that the principle of equality embodied in the resolutions of 1921 had
been abandoned, if not directly, at least by implication, and in im-
portant quarters there was not a little nervousness as to what the
Conference might do if any one was rash enough to raise the Indian
question. The result, however, shows that at the Conference of 1923
we have seeured a most valuable endorsement of the resolutions of
1921, Next, we have rsopened the Kenya door and there is reason
now to hope that justice may in the end prevail. The Conference has
now definitely provided a scheme for machinery which, if rightly
employed, will go far in the future to securs the proper investigation
and the due remedy of the grievances under which Indians labour
‘/whether in the Colonies or in the Dominions. Apart from our having
gained an unequivocal expression of good-will towards our aspira-
tions from the other members of the British Commonwealth—exclud.
ing South Africa—a very important constitutional advance has been
seéured, namely, the right of the Government of India to negotiate
with the Colonial Office through men appointed by itself, for this and
0o less is what Is explicitly provided for in the formula, Lastly, we
have again succeeded in isolating South Africa. I shall, with your.
permission, here explain a little more fully the object of this seheme
for the appointment of committees.

THE SCHEME EXPLAINED.

According to my scheme, the committes or committees must be
appointed by the Government of India and not by the Secretary of
State and will deal direcily with the Colonial Office in regard to
all questions affecting British Indians in British Colonies, Pro-
tectorates and Mandated territories, If necessary, the committes
‘or committees to be appointed wiil have to go, when concerned
with questions relating to Indians in the Dominions, to Australia,
New Zealand and Canada, the Prime Ministers of which countries
expressed their willingness to abide by the resolutions of 1921, and
to give effect to their provisions with the help and support of their
Parliaments. Mr. Mackenzie King and Mr. Massey agreed to receive
such committees and Mr. Bruce thought that he could giva effact to the
provisions of those resolutions without .the help of such a committes,
To uge his own words, “Australian public opinion is ready to welcome
80 far as the position of Indians domiciled in Australia is concerned,
80y measure which is conceived in the interests of the Empire as a
whole.""  Further on, Mr. Bruce summed up the position as follows ;—
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in view of the position which exists in Australia and the consideration which
has been given to the question, there is no necessity for a committes further to
discuss the matter such as has been suggested by Sic Tej Bahadur Sapru. While
I appreciate the spirit iu which it is pus forwarl, I do not thinkiin the special
circumstances of Australia thers is any necessity for such action. On my return
to Australia, I will consult with my colleagues as to what sction can ba taken.

Inreply to this I stated as follows :—

Wo do not want tosend a committea to create any agitation in his country
( that is to say Mr. Brace's)— or for the matter of that,any agitation in any
country, and I can absolutely feel sure that that is ot what is at the back of my
mind ; but if it is necessary for us to explain our position to you and to help you in
the problem, for Heaven's sake do not refuse to accept a commirtee like that., We
want simply to help you, and if without receiving a committes from my Govern-
ment and my country. you can solve the problem, s0 much the better for you, 0
much the botter for us and &0 much the more creditatle to you and to your

Government.
BRITISH COLUMBIA.

Since I left Eogland, I have learnt that the Parliament of British
Columbia has expressed its unwillingness to make any concession in
favour of Indians in regard to franchise. Waell, I am neitber surpris.
ed nor disappointed. At the time when the discussion took place, I
fully knew that it would not bs without much difficulty that our com-
mittes would be able to create an imprassion on those in suthority in
British Columbia. But I have no doubt that if the Committee goes to
Canada at an early date, it should be able to come to some settlement
notwithstanding the fact that tha attitude of British Columbia is at
present, as it has been for some time past, one of obduracy. But in
this connection I shall quote from Mr, Mackenzie King's speech i

It i probable that the Dominion Franchise Act will come up for revision at the
approaching session of Parlisment. I told Mr, Sastei it was hardly probabls it
would come up last session, but that I thought jt would come up next sessiom. If
the oonrse we anticipate is followed, the Franchise Act will be referred to a come
wittes of the House and that committes will bo in a position to hear any represents-
tions that may be made to it.

Further on he stated :—

“If it were their, (¢. e., the Indian delegates’ ) desire to have the Indian dele-
gation given an opportunity of meeting the Parliameatry committee to which the
matter will be referred for consideration, T should be glad to sse, if the time of
their visit so permitted, that they were given a chance to meet the msmbers of
that committee and to confer with them at Ottawa. In other words, we would be
only too happy to give to any group which may coms from India, any person she
may send, the amplest opportunities to discuss with our public men all aspects of
this particular question, I say this having regard to the method of approach Sir
Tej has presented to us here. He has made it clear that the committes would

" come for the purpose of exploring avennes and ways and means to reach an ulti-
mate result. He should recognise that we may have to take time in this matter,
but I would like him to believe that we are sincere in hoping that we will be able
to meet his wishes. In seeking sato do, we moy havs to proceed step by step; bus
the Canadian people as a whole are, I am sure, really desirous of meeting our fellow
British citizens from India in every reasonable particular. I have not the slightest
doubt abont that,”

It will thus be seen that so far as Mr. Mackenzie King is concern-
ed, he has pledged himself to give every facility to our committee and
I think I may eay that his attitude will be one of helpfulness. It is
precisely because British Columbia is obdurate or obstinate that we
have got to send a strong committee and strengthen his hands by our
support.

I shall now pass oa to the Crowa Coloniesand particulariy to
Konya. For the administration of tbe Crown Colonies including
Kenya, His Majesty’s Government is directly responsible through irs
Colonial Office. During my negotiations, it became quits clear that it
was impossible for me to get the Duke of Devonshire or His Majesty’s
Goveronient to go back at once on their decisions. I was equally
clear that the Kenya decisions could not be sllowed ta gy unchallengad
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and though they might not be reversed or reconsidered in October, 1923  Presidential
“the situation might change, political conditions might be more favour- Addrss.
able at no distant time, and what seemed fo be a hopeless position Dr. Sir Tej
then might improve if we persisted in our attempt to secure justice Bahadur Saprum.
.and equality for our nationals thera. It, therefore, seemed to me that
the next best thing that could be done was to get an undertaking from
the Colonial Secretary that he would extend the scopa of the schems to
Kenya also. Accordingly the formula which I have just quoted above
was settled and it is “that while the Duke saw no prospect of those
decisions being modified, he promised he would give careful attention to
.such representations as the committee appointed by the Government
-of India might desire to make to him.” After the formula was read
by the Prime Minister, I stated in my last speech that to me as an
Indian it was of course disappointing that the Duke saw no prospect
of modifying the Kenya decisions, which could neverbe accepted in
India. I further stated as follows:—“But his agreement with the
principle of my scheme, and his consent to give careful attention to
-such representations as the Committee may lay before him, inspires me
with the hop: that the door is not barred, and that the Colonial Office
may be shown the way to an acceptable solution.” Now, speaking
-candidly, I do not think that there can be any room for doubt that
the Kenya decisions have besn robbed of that finality which was
claimzd for them in July last and that they must come up for recon-
sideration. Meanwhile, since I arrived in Indic, I have learnt that the
Kenya legislature has introduced an Immigration Ordinance which is
-extremely drastic in its character and which, if allowed to become law,
will practically stop Inlian emigration to Kenya. I have not yet been
able to read the terms of this Ordinance and my knowledge of it is
confined to the summary which has appeared in certain newspapers.
-Of course, we cannot accept an Ordinance of that character and we
must plainly tell the Colonial Office that that ordinance, if allowed
by them to become law, will complicate the problem still further,

In the situation that has arisen, it ssoms to me that a committee
regarding Kenya should go at once from India to England to make
representations to and enter into discussions with the Colonial Office
without any loss of time, T have strong hopes that the Government
-of India will not allow the grass to grow under their fest and that
they will expedite the appointment and despatch of such a committee
consisting of strong, tactful and weighty persons at the earliest possi-
ble date. As I visualise to myself the situation, it seers to me that
the committee 8o appointed should first tackle the question of immigra-
tion and then raise the bigger questions arising out of the Kenya
decisions, You will perhaps-ask me what guarantse there is that this
committes will succeed in gaining any solid or substantial results, My
.apswer to such a question would bo this, Ifthe men you send are
strong and reasonable, they should be able to achieve something sub-
stantial, more particularly because the Goverhment in Englnd appre-
ciate now the depth and strength of the Indian feeling on this ques-
tion. And for aught we know to the contrary, we may have at
no distant date a more favourable Government. As all experience
-shows, decisions which were at one time considered to be final have
-had to be reconszidered and although it is true that the white settlers
in Kenya have got the moral support and sympathy of South Africa,
which to my mind is a factor not to be ignored, yet it does not seem
to me beyond the scope of statesmanship to arrive at a settlement
which would more effectively safeguard the economie interests of
our countrymen in Kenya and remove the sting of racial inferiority.
Indeed, it seems to me that unless this is done, the tension created by
the Kenya decisions must continue to exist and India must refuse to
-accept a position of inferiority in the Empire,
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I am aware of the objections that have been raised to this scheme
which has been acceptsd by the Imperial Conference. It has been
said that the committees will be expensive. That they will gost some
money I have no doubt, but political fights in these days necessarily
involve expenditure. I donot know of any political organisation at
present existing in India which can carry on its propaganda or achieve
any substantial results without pecuniary sacrifices. At the same time
I think that the expenditure involved should by ne means be so heavy
as to justify our rejection of the scheme., It has next besa asked, if
the committee fails to achieve muy result, wiatis to be done next

I should not like to anticipate events ; but in all consitutional fghts,

it seams to me the failure of one step is only an incentive to another, -
Frankly speaking, those who raise objestions of this character should
be prepared to suggest alternatives snd if they have alternatives of
their own, why have they not hitherto acted on those alternatives and
what has been there to prevent them from taking indepsndent action
of their own? (Hoear, hear). It is far better that we should work steadily
and patiently but with a full determination to get the wrongs remedied
than that we should indulge in threats which we do not mean to
give effect to or which we know or ought to know cannot be given
offaot to.

SOUTH AFRICA.

I shall now pass on to South Africa. The problem is the biggest
there, There are about 161,000 Indians there who, excepting a few thou-
sands residing in Cape Colony, have no politieal franchisa. In Natal
their municipal franchise is threatened. In the Transvaal, there is no
franchise of any kind. [n Natal they cannot acquire town lands; in town-
ships and in the Transvaal, they are prohibited either as individuals or
as companies from acquiring land. In the gold area they eannot
occupy land. The manner in which traders’ licenses are granted acd
the'law relating to them is administered, makes their ot still morel une«
bearable.. Last of all, the Union Government has under contemplae
tion legislation providing for the compulsory segregation of Indians in
urban areas by imposing certain restrictions on the ownership and
occupation of land. All these facts I brought forward in my speech
at the Conference and nowhere throughout his speech did General
Smuts challenge any oae of them. Throughont his speech ha treated
the Indian question as if it was a question only relating to franchise,
and yet he asserted that he did not think that his Indian fellow-
subjects could complain of injustice and “"that it was just the opposite.”
Consider for » momen} the manuner in which he spoke. “People
who have come there as coolies,” said General Swmuts, “people
who have come thers as members of depressed classes in
India have prospered. Their children have been to school; they
have been educated, and their chbildren and grand-children to-day are
many of them men of graat wealth,* One should have thought thah if -
these men had acquired wealth and received education, they were good
enough to exercise soma sort of political and municipal franchise. But
General Smuts's position is that he cannot make a distinction between
these men and the original inhabitants, and he says: “You have a
majority of blacks in the Upion, and, if there is to bs equal manhood
suffrage over the Union, the whites would be swamped by the blacks;
you cannot make a distinction between Indians and Africans; you
would be impelled by the inevitable logic to go the whole hog, and the
rasult would be that not only would the whites be swamped in
Natal by the Indians, but the whites would be swamped by the blacks,
and the whole position for which we have strivon fortwo hunred years
or more, now would be given up. For White South Africa, itis wot
a question of dignity but a questicn of existence and no Government
could for a moment either tamper with this position or do anything
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to meet the Indian point of view. Thisis the unqualified dootrine
of white supremacy within the British Empire—a dootrine which, to
my mind, cannot be accepted by those who owe allegiance to a
common Sovereign. In the first place, General Smuts conveniently
forgets that the whites in the South Africa are as much foreigners
ag the Indians, In the next place, the Indians there, who, sccording
to his own admission, have been educated and have acquired wealth,
cannot justly be grouped together with the blacks until the latter
have reached the same stage of civilisation. Inthe third place, even
assuming that the predominantly large number of Indians is a stand-
ing menace to the safety of the whites, that may be an argument for
regulatiog the law of franchise, but it can never be an argument
for the parmanent and wholesale disenfranchisement of the Indians
and in any case there can be no justification for those ecomomic
restraints which have been put upon Indians and which, apart from
imposing indignity on them and on India, strike at the very root
of their prosperity as well as freedom. What I was most anxious
about was that General Smuts should join hands with the Govern-

ment of India in exploring avenues for the solution of this diffieult’

problem. I knew that hehad dissented from the resolutions of 1921
and I had little or no hope that I could persuade him to agree to those
resolutions mow. But he would give nothing, consent to nothing,
and hold out no hopes, - On the contrary, as I have shown above,
he showed his concern not only in the whites of South Afries but
also in those of Kenya, and attacked the Government of India for
their attitude towsards the Kenya decisions. He also refused to
agree to the appointment of a diplomatic agent to be sent by the
Government of India, to look after the Indian interests there and
to aot as an intermediary between it and the South African Gov.
ernment and to keep the Government of India well informed of the
facts relating to Indians there. I am satisfied that from General
Smuts and his Government we nesd not expect the smallest possi-
ble response to our demands, and I believe that if he persists in the
course which he has adopted, the problem of Indians in South Africa
will at no distant date become such a grave problem, that it will be
a source of the greatest weakness to the very idea of imperial
nity, of which he professes tobe an ardent exponent and apostle.
It is bound to lead to a cleavage among the subjects of our common
Sovereign on racial lines and however much we may regret it, it
must be recognised that when that tzt}ge is reached it will be a most
disturbing factor in imperial unity, ‘whiech will have to bej reckoned
with seriously by those who are unwilling at the present moment
to recognise its evil potentialities. Here let me strongly repudiate
ono of the propositions urged by General Smuts, viz., * We must not
derive from the one British citizenship rights of franchise, because
that would be a profound mistake.” I regret that even the Duke of
Devonshire fell a prey to this confusion, when he sought to make a
distinction between imperial nationality and * local citizenship.” If,
however, imperial citizenship is not a mere shadow but consists of
something subatantial, then I cannot see how it is possible to divide
that citizenship into two grades, a higher and a lower, You may raise
your franchise as high as you like,but I do maintain, and maintain
very strongly, that notwithstanding any measure of internal auto-
nomy that you may possess, you cannot bar out any section of His
Majesty’s subjects merely on racial grounds., The question, therefore,
arises a8 to what is to be done with regard to South Africa. General
Smuts will not have a diplomatic agent from the Government of
India;he will not have a committee to investigate the facts and
_explore the avenues for a solution ; he will not remove the economio
restraints imposed on our countrymen and I foar he will persist in
kis pglioy of segregation, If we had a fairly substantial population
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of white South Africans livioz or carrying on trade in India, I should
not despair of a solution, Butas matters stand, he can pursue his
even course in the name and on behalf of the whites thers and refuse
to be diotated to, by any outside authority on the ground that South
Africa is an independeat self-governing unit of the Empire. India on
the other hand is not a self-governing unit and its Government is
still in the leading strings of the India Office and His Majesty's
Government. Meanwhile, in recenf years, Natal has been making
money out of its coal trade with India.

TARIFF AGAINST SOUTH AFRICAN COAL

I certainly think that the time has come when ths Governmens
of India should take courage in both its hands and failing to gat
any satisfaction out of General Smuts, as it is bound to fail, raise
the tarif against South African coal (Hear, hear), reduce railway
freights for Indian coal, improve transport facilities, and give other
encouragement to the local cosl industry, Unless some such action
is taken by the Government of India and unless it tells the authorities
in England that outof respect for Indian feeling and also on considers
ation of self-respeot it must be allowed to take this line, I think
nothing that we may do will produce any impression on the South
African Government, I think the safety and prosperity of onr brethern
in South Africa and our own nationsl dignity demand that we should
call upon the Government of India totake a strong line, in dealing
with South Africa; for I am convinced that if the Government
«of Indis feals that by representations or negotiations it can achieve
any satisfagtory results now or for a long time to come, such
attempts are doomed to failure and their failure is bound to lead
to a development of political feeling in this country, which will
be extremely embarrassing to it, in regard to its internal adminis-
tration. ( Hear, hear. )

To sum up, my view is that so far as the Dominions other than
South Africa and the Crown Colonies including Kenya are concerned,
we must give a patient trial to the scheme which has been adopted by
the Imperial Conference and do fnothinz in the meantime which
may prejundice the course of negotiations with the Dominions or the
Colonial Office in regard to Kenya. But so far as South Africa i3 con-
cerned, I am clear thatthere is neesd for strong action on the partof
the Government. I say the Government, for unless the duly constitut-
ed Government asserts itself in an upeguivocal manner in a con-
troversy with another Government, the result of any action on our
part may be far from satisfactory or substantial. ( Hesr, Lear)

INDIA AXD THE IMPLRIAL CONFLRINCE

The position of Indis in velation to the Imperial Conference is
a peculiar one. To quote the words of Mr. Duncap Hasll, “The re=
cognition of the rights of India to & place in the Imperial Conlercnce
is a mark of her specisl position and circumstances. No etner pore
tion of the Empire.........can yet ve said to have advanced sudiciently
towards self-zovernment to have any jist el.im to recosnitionas a
member of the Conferenca” India haswzot & vite, as every Domie

nion has, and spaaking for nayself, I rwust glaily acknowledze that

the Indian delsgation was listened to with patience awd courtesy.
Indeed, the one thing noticesble throughout the proceedicgs of the
Conferenca was the atmosphere of good wiil in wiish we worked. But
when I say this, T think I owe if ta you to say also that the thought
was mot ehsent from my mind that if India were a eeli-governing
Dominion, it could speak with greater authority and greater prwer
(Hear, hear). The Ministers of the Dominions speak with the conscious. '
ness that they have their Parliaments and their countries bebind them,
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Not so in the ocase of the non-official Indian representatives, The
Indian representatives have no mandates from their Parliament and
the Indian Government is not yet an independent Government., Uba
doubtedly, tomy mind, India’s prestige in this Couneil of the Empire
would be infinitely greater if she could deal with the rest of the Empire
on terms of perfect equality, and it is for this reason that I feel that
uniess and until India first achioves self-government, the position of
her nationals overseas must always continue to be more or less unsatis-
factory. We are reminded every now and then by our eritics, friend.
ly and otherwise, that we must wait and be in no hurry to press the
claims of our countrymen in the Dominions and the Crown Colonies
until 4 more favourable change takes place in the opinion of the white
settlers. It seems to me that if India were a self-governing
country, the necessity for addressing these injunctions to the white
settlers would be equally strongly felt. As matters stand at present,
the underlying basis for advice of this kind is that Indians can at bast
expoct an indulgence, I do not think that if India were & self-govern-
ing country within the Empire, the wishes of her Government or her
people could be ignored or a decision which was resented even by
the Government of India could be given, as it was in July last, when
on the main questions the opinion of the white settlers prevailed, It,
therefore, seems to me that while on the one hand it is our duty to
emphasise our claim regarding proper, just and equal treatment
outside India, our duty is even more imperative, that we should lay
still greater stress upon the achievement of responsible government in

‘India itself, This leads me onjto the second part of my address.

THE INDIAN SITUATION.

The pressnt constitution has been in foree for the last three years
and we have just passed through the turmoil of the second general
elections, When ths reforms were initiated, political India found
itself gplit into two camps. Our party decided at that time to enter the
councils and to work the reforms. There were others who would
have pothing to do with them, who looked upon them as a mere
camouflage and who thought that the political salvation of India lay
not in working the reforms in the eouncils but by opposing them
and by boyeotting the councils. We had to bear the heat and burden of
the day; we had to court much unpopularity. Undoubtedly the
other party was better organised, more active and more richly possess-
ed of the sinews of war, We had, however, the courage of our convic-
tions and according to our lights worked the reforms. In the process
of working them, we came into conflict with popular opinion in regard
to certain matters and towards the end of our term in the councils we
wers in acute disagreement, on not a few occasions with official opi-
nion. The verdict of the electorates at the last elections has gone
against us. That is a fact which must be recognised and even in
quarters where our work was appreciated at one time, there is a tend-
ency tobelittle it and to find fault with our outlook. Speaking for
m.Yaalf, I am not in the slightest degres perturbed, if in certain official
circles, which shall be nameless, thero has been a change of attitude
towards us. I should be sorry indeed if, as repeatedly asserted by
our political detractors, thers was an iota of truth in the charge made
lﬂg&mstuss that we had entered into an unholy alliance with the
bureaucracy =zainst ths liberties of our country (Hear, hear). We
were prepared to work and I have no doubt we shall continue to
work with those in power only on one condition, that is, that we
Toserva to ourselves in the fullest possible measure the liberty of
th‘kmg alive of our own, when a course proposed to be taken by the
Uovernment on a particular oocasion does not commend itself to our
J_Qd‘%ment orconscience (Hear, hear), I do not think that we can have any
(- justification for surviving as g party, if we allow our judgment to be
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i""“'“i‘l subordinatsd to any extraneous considerations. As regards the popular
e veordiot, I venture to think that it would not have been so wholly
r.8ir Tei against us as it has been if we had bean better organised and had taken

3adadurSapray .. Jono before the elections to educate public opinion more
effoctively. You will pardon my frankness if I say that so far as the
education of public opinion iz concerned, we have not done a fraction
\/ lof what was necessary and thereby allowed the impresscia to go abroad
that everything that went wrong in the country during the last three
years was done either with our connivance or with our acquiescencs.

LIBERALS' RECORD OF WORK,

Our party’s record of work in the councils taken en masse has, to
my mind, been such that we ocould reasonably expect atleast some -
credit for it. It is due to your efforts that the Prass Act of 1910 has
been repealed- To you also the country owes the repeal of many other
repressive laws and if circumstanoss had been more favourable, I have
no doubt that one or two other pieces of similar legislation, which etiil
stand on the statute book, would have disappeared. I can multiply in-
stances of legislation and other volid work for which you may claim
eredit. When the true facts relating to the situation during the last
three yesrs are published, even those who condemn you to-day without
knowledge or because of prejudice, and as I maintain without justifica-
tion, for having been parties to what they describe as wholesale repres.
gion, will regret that they have indulged in languasgs which, howsoever
profitable as an electioneering devise, will not be endorsed by history.
From knowledge that I possess, I feel satisfied that] without your
moderating and restraining influence the position of your orities would

V have been much worse, Professedly, you could not favour and I hope
you will never favour anything whieh disturbs or prejudices the orderly
development of the sountry, But equally true it is that you did all
that you oould to pour oil over troubled waters snd if you failed in your
attempts, the blame cannot to my mind be laid at your doors. On the
other hand, if.personalities are eliminated and party passions kept well
under control, it must be frankly admitted that it is a great tribute to
your foresight that those who refused to enter the councils in 1929

\/ have after three years deoided to follow yvour example. (Hear, hear.)

THE WRECEING OF COUNCILS,

1t is true that they are going into the councils with professions of
destruction on their lips; but you must make allowance for their very
natural desire to seem to be consistent. As to whether they will sue-
ceed in destroying the counecils, the next three months will show. Spesk-
“ing here again from my knowledge of the constitution and of the machi-
nery of administration, I have very serious doubts as to whether even a
fraction of the threats which are at the present moment held out will
materialise. Buteven assuming that unfortunately the stage is reached
when they will succeed in giving effoct to their threats and the entira
machinery of the Government is paralysed, it will be for these wreckers
togive us the alternative to the present oonstitution. ( Hear, hear. )
You will at any rate have the satisfaction that you have been no party
to the wrecking of the constitution and it may very well be that those
of you who may find themselves face to face with a situation like this
in the Assembly or the provineial councils may set try to prevent tha
machinery from being wholly wrecked. It is assumed, however, by
those who are at present going into the Councils that they and they
alone desira and are prepared to work for the achievement of responsible
government in India. The facts, however, are too strong for suoh an
sssumption. Within the very first year of its existence, a resoluticp
was moved in the last Assembly urging further constitutional progress,
The Government of India sent a despatch tu the Secretary of State
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and the present Seoretary of State sent a reply which is well konwn Addeess,

to you. The Secretary of State vaguely hinted at the possibility of
further exploring the avenues of progress under the present Govern- Dr. SirTej
ment of India Act. What exactly he meant by it I cannot say. But Bahadur Sapru.
time after time your representative in the Assembly gave frees and
forcible expression to the desire for further constitutional advance.
Meanwhile, opinion has crystallised in Liberal circles all over India,
and during the last two years the Liberal party has not hesitated to
express its views on the question freely and frankly. I personally
think the time has come when you should definitely frame a programme,
J put it before the country and the Government, work for it and figcht for
it. Ihaveno doubt whatever that when you put forward that pro-
gramme, it will be received with strong opposition in certain official
circles in India and if the present Government should continue in
England, you need expect very little from it in the way of constitutional
advance. Arguments which were used thirty years ago against any
progress are still being used to-day and I have no doubt they will
continue to be 8o used if the question of consititutional advance arises
not now but thirty years hence. Opposition of this character need not
deter you. You have conquered such opposition in the past and I
have no doubt that you will still be able to conquer it in the future.
But, to my mind, it is not encugh that you should formulate your pro-
gramme. Itisat least as neoessary that you must effectively deal
with your opponents’ arguments and even mors than that, it is necessary
that you should setyourhouse in order first.

THE POSITION IN THE PROVINCES.

| he position at the present moment is that in the provinces you
have got diarchy with partial responsibility. Diarchy has got very
few friends left in India either among officials or non-officials. The
whole basis of diarchy was that in regard to certain subjects of
administration, Ministers would have complete control and in regard |,
to others they would have an effective voice. So far as the transferred
subjects are concerned, it is an admitted fact that the Ministers have
been expected to make bricks without straw. (Laughter) They have had
practically no control over the purse and our finances have besn at the
lowest ebb in almost every province. 1tisasmuch to the credit and the
statesmanship of our Ministers as to the sense of discipline of the
services, Imperial and Provincial, associated with them, that inside
the Government there has not been friction, such as under the consti-
tution might have paralysed the administrative machinery, But ex-
perience has exposed its defects and we must profit by experience, As
/regards the other half of the Government, experience shows that at
least in certain provinces, Ministers have had no effective voice and
the system of joint deliberations which the Parliamentary Committes
so much emphasised, has not been followed to the extent to which it
might have been. Besides there has been no such thing as joint respon-
sibility of the Ministers either. Indeed, in atl east one province, the
differences between the Ministers and the members of the Executive
Council have on certain important cocasions come to the surface in
open Council. On the other hand, the position of the Ministers in at
least some parts of India has been far from enviable, as they have J
not kad that support from the councils, without which true responsi-
ble government is impossible,

THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT,

In the central Government, the position, if anything, is even more
unsatisfactory. On the top of the central Government is the Secretary
of State and it should never be forgotten that the power of direction_
superintendence and control, which is vestsd in him, is not a mere
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figure of speech. It is a very real and living control, At any rate I
have not noticed much evidence of any self-abdication on the part of
Whitehall. ( Laughter). In the altered state of things, notwithstand-
Ing, the theory of the ultimate responsibility of Parliament for the
good government of India, the centre of political gravity has shifted
from Whitehall to Delhi and Simla and yet the position of the Gov-
ernment of India is by no meansa very enviable one. On the one
hand, constitutionally it is under the control of the Secretary of
State; on the other it has to deal with un Assembly which has an
overwhelmingly large non-official majority. The exeoutive is irremova-
ble, but all the same, excepting in regard to certain matters it feels
the pressure of solid non-official opinion in the Assembly. A Govern-
ment, situated as it is, can never depend upon thes -ort of any party
in the Assembly, It may at times accept compromises, w . erhags
it would have rejected if it hada party to fall back upon and.when it
refuses to accept any such compromise, it comes into conflict with non-
official opinion in the Assembly and popular opinion outside. On
the other hand, an Assembly, which knows that it can criticise the
Government and ‘offer obstruction whenever it can close up its ranks,
but which is not entrusted with any responsibility, must more or less
be always in an sattitnde of suspicion and resent the limitations whieh
have baen placed upon its powers.

A THOROUGH RE-EXAMINATION NEEDED.

Taking the situation as it is, I submit that a true sense of respon-
sibility cannot grow in s soil like that of the Assembly., Admittedly,
the constitution, which was given by the Act of 1919, was of a tempo-
rary character and the Government of India Act itself contemplates
the appointment of a Commission for the purpose of enquiring into
the working of the system of government, the growth of education
and the development of representative institutfons, ete. It seems to
me that upon a true construction of section 84 (A), it cannot possibly
be held that this Commission cannot be appointed before the expira-
tion of ten years. Ithink the whole position has been put very pointedly
by Mr. Hope Simpson { whose re-election to Parliament I welcome } in
4 speech, which he delivered last month at the National Liberal Club.

It is patently unreasonable said Mr. Hope Simpson, that India should be
condemuned to the administration of a faulty constitution for six long years, if in-
termediate reform is possible, nor cau I see any reason why the statutory provision
for an examination in 1929 should preclude examination of the question before that
date. Only good can come from investigation of the working of the machinery seot
up under the Act of 1919, If all is wall, it is good that this fact should be
authoritatively stated. Ifthere are weak points, they should be strengthened ;
if modification is required, the change necessary should be undertaken. The case
is one for detailed, careful and thorough enquiry, in all its aspects by a Commission
of first olass men, to include an expert in constitutional law.

With these observations of Mr. Hope Simpson I need scarcely
tell you that I am in complete agresment and I have repeatedly urged
them myself, both here and in England dyriug the last twalve months,
There are no doubt dangers in over-acc;}eration, but, to my mind, there
ate even greater dangers in undue delay. At a recent debate in’the
Royal Colonial Institute Sir William Vincent, who can speak,l’ with
direct knowledge which isby no means out of date, is reported to
have stated as follows ;= '

8ir William Vioceat emphatieally declared that Britain had given India certain
solemn undertakings, and it was impossible for Britain to go back on them. None
was more alive to the dangera of over-acceleration of the reforms than those who
have some measure of responsibility for carrying on the + dministration. But it was
impossible in the new system, whioh has been inaugurated, for good or bad, to carry
on the old system of bureaucratio government that had g0t to change with change

ing times, and the aooner they made up their mind to that, the better it would be
for future relations.
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These are not the words of an irresponsible agitator or a 1;:;;:2::“31

Jdilettante politician. They are the words of a man who has had

intimate experience of the reforms and who has held so many pp girTej

distinguished positions in India under the old and new systems Bahadar Saprd.

alike, I, therefore, think that it is the weakness of the present

constitution which furnishes the strongest argument for a tho-

rough re-examination of the whole position and when to that is

added the undoubted fact that political sentiment in this country

-among all classes has unmistakably been growing and that a new con-
/-goiousness is pervading the whole of the country, I cannot see how

it is consistent with statesmanship or with the best interests of England

and Tndia to postpone tho appointment of such a Commission until

1929, Indeed, Mr. Montagu himself, during the passage of the Govern~

ment of India Bill, declared that the law relating to the appointment

of the statutory Commission was not like the law of the Medes and

Persians and I for one fail to see how either the Government of India

or the Secretary of State or Parliarent can improve the position by
v waiting until 1929. On the other hand, there is every danger that the

situation may still further deteriorate and what may be possible now

to achieve, with the good will of all or many, may present difficulties

-of an enormous character, a few years hence.

AMENDMENT OF THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA ACT.

I am aware that it is held in certain quarters that it is possible to
‘make an advance in certain directions under the present Government
-of India Act itself, without in any way modifying or altering the pro-
-yisiops thereof. Even assuming that the Secretary of State in Couneil
may by rule framed under section19 (A) of the Aot, regulate and re-
-gtrict the exercise of the powers of superintendence, direction and
control vested in him, with a view to give effect to the purposes of the
Government of India Act 1919, it is obvious that such relaxation of
‘the control of the Secretary of State will be very much different from
‘gonuine responsible government. Let us assume further that
under the Government of Indin Aot itself, it is possible to establish pro.
‘vipcial autonomy. Will you be satisfied with provincial autonomy
without a corresponding change in the character and composition of the
‘Central Government? The words “provincial autonomy’ seem to have
a great fascination for some of us,but I venture to think that when
you will take the trouble of viewing the Government as a whole, you
‘will not be free from serious doubt ag to whether in actual practice it
is practicable to give the provincss autonomy, when the Central
Government, which must continue to deal with certain national matters
-of the most vital character, will continue to own the control of a
higher authority, From a purely constitutionl as also an administra-
‘tive point of view, I think the system will not work even fairly satis-
factorily for long and I am afraid there will be constant friction
‘between the sr-called autonomous provincial Governments and the
Central Government. It is true that thesphere of functions of the
two Governments may be more clearly defined, but it seems to me
inevitable that in certain matters affecting the interests of the
country ag a whole, your Ministers will be in the unenviable posi-
tion of choosing between their supporters in the Counocils and the
-Central Government. It seems to me that nothing can be more ill.
assorted or more likely to retard the growth of full and real respon-
sible institutions in this country, than to introduce complete reponsi-
bility in the provinces and place them under the coatrol of an irremov-
able and irresponsible executive in the central Government. The
spirit actuating the two respectively will be, if not antagonistic, very
-different and I am afraid that instead of getting the substance of
responsibility, you will get the shadow. Among other problems of
‘the future as I envisage, it is the problem of having a central Govern~
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ment which in regard to national matters will be the moss cobesive
element. For, our provinces cannot in the interest of national safsty
and naticnsl progress aford to be too provinelal. I am not pleading
for the introduction of diarchy in the ¢entral Government, All that
1 am urging is, that the feld of administration covered by the
central Government should be earefully [surveyed and examined,
the sphere of functicns of the central and provineial Gove:ernments
should be precizely defined, and that the civil administration in charge
of the centrs]l Government should bs made responsible to the extent
to whichit is made responsible in the provinces. This necessar%ly
gives rise to the question asto what we are to do in the future with
tha Army and the Foreign and Political Departments of the Govern-

ment of India,
TEE ARMY.

As regards the army, I desire to emphasise that it. is 'such [:A
huge snd delicate machinery and the problems connected with it ars of
such a complex and technical charscter, that I think you will be well
advised not to press for ifs control, until you ara ready for it. It
should not however be beyond the scops of statesmanship to provide
ample statutory safeguards for the army budget. Tt.mt is a mat.ter
for experts. Meanwhile, we should have a definite and ste.adxly
progressive programme for the Indisnisation of the army, by which, I
ucderstand, the providing for the recruitment of Indian officers with
the highest training in the different branches of the army. This must
necessarily be 8 slow process, but not soslow as I am afraid will be
the case if po further progress is made wupon the scheme, which was
adumbrated early this year—a scheme which, though it is a conces-
sicn to Indian sentiment, is very {ar removed from the real Indiani-
sationof the army and may take generations befors our aspiration in
that direction bears fruit If the scheme which was put forward
before the Assembly early this year has not evoked much responss or
enthusiasm, itis to no small extent due to the consciousness that
whatever it may do, it cannot achizve the end, which it professes to
achicve, within any ressonable distance of time. I shall perhaps b-
asked, as to who in future is to administer the Army Department and
who is to represent it in the legislature. Well, gentlemen, the Foreign
and Political Departmenis are surposed to bs in the hands of the
Governcr-General himself and yet the fact that the Governor-
General is not a member of the legizlature has not placed those Depart-
ments at any special disadvantage. Similarly, I think, some
such arrangement will have to be arrived at, by which the Governor-
Geperal may sssume definite responsibility for ths administration of
the army and be also represeyted in the Assembly of the future.
These are matters for the examination of the Commission, which I
have suggested above, ard I, therefore, refrain from going into details.
It is sometimes urged that Indis can cever be a self-governing
country, unless it is able to assume- responsibility for its defence,
Well, if in the case of some Dominions England could take responsi-
bility for their defence until they wers a%le to assume that res-
ponsibility fer themselves, why not in the case of India 9

TEE TXDIAX PRINCES.

Netless iportant is the problem relating to the Indian Princes
and their relations to the Central responsibie Government. That there
are some enlightened and patriotic Princes I readily adait, but the
vast majority of them, I maintain, are extremely jealous of their
rights and dignities, and hsvizg been accustomed to centuries of
autocratio rule, they cannot be expected easily to fall into line with
democratio ins:iwutions. So  far from courting their cpposition or
arousing their suspicion, it is far better that in the interest of the bulk
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of the country, you should leave them alone, and let them remain
under the direct charge of the Viceroy, than that you should try to
bring them into direct relation with your responsible Government of
the mear future. I am open to argument and should always be
ready to accept a better plan; but I suggest to you that you
should adopt & definite programme for responsible government in
the provinces and a corresponding simultaneous modification of the
character and composition of the Government of India.

OBJECTIONS ANSWERED.

I shall now briefly notice soms of the arguments whioh may be urged
against any such further constitutional advance in the near future.

(1) In the first place, it is urged that a democratic responsible
Government in India is an impossibility, without an intelligent
and capable electorate, Under the present scheme wes have got
an electorate of some five millions. The election of 1920 was criticised
on the ground that a considerable number of electors abstained from
voting, This year, although exact figures are not yet available, it is
a fact that a very much larger number of electors have gone fto the
polls. Howsoever we as party politicians may regret the electors’

‘choice, the fact that they have gone to the pollsin much larger

numbers is significant. You cannot increass the intellizence and
the capacity of the masses by keeping them away from the exercise
of those rights, which are best appreciated and valued only when
they are exercised. If I may be permitted to quote from an article
which I contributed to the Contemporary Review for November, “ I
maintain very strongly that the mass of our people are maturally
shrewd, and understand their local problems. They are far more
orderly than people of their class in any other country. They are
responsive to generous treatment and elsvating influences. The
consciousness of the pogsession of political power and the repeated
exercise of it at elections should in 1itself be an educafion of
incalculable value. In addition there is an obligation upon those who
seek their suffrages to give them political education.” To those
who constantly remind us of the illiteracy or want of education of
our masses without at the same time recognising their own share of the
responsibility for that state of things, I shall say, * Do not forget the

vhistory of your own country in or about 1832, Your system of

v

elementary education did not commence till nearly half a century later
and you are still busy in expanding and improving education; but
that has not prevented you from expanding the representation of the
people. At any rate, if there was any seriousness about the
announcement made in Parliament on August 20¢h, 1917, as I think
there was, the argument of the ignorance of the masses should then
have been carefully weighed. I do not wish to minimise the impor-
tance of it, but at the same time I maintain that the education of the
masses and constitutional development must go hand in hand.

(2)Itisnext urged that India is a country of important minori-
ties and sometimes we are told of warring minoritiss. I am prepared
to admit that in any schemwe of responsible government which may be
evolved, it is of the most vital importance that the political, civil and
religious rights and interests of the minorities should be adequately
and most scrupulously protected, It will do no good to ignore or
minimise the problem. Let us face the situation boldly, courageously
and yet hopefully,

So far as the depressad olasses and what are called the untouch-
ables are concerned, our sympathies are unreservedly with them and
I do maintain that if our passion for political freedom and democratio
government is real, we have got to modify our old world notions of

v
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social relations. Either you valus those traditlonsl soclal distinctions
oryou value the politicsl institutions you are sepiring after. If you
value the latter, then you have to slter radically your old outlook.

THE HINDU-MTSLIM PROBLEM.

(3) Similarly, in dealing with the Hindu-Mahomedan problem, I
would make an earnest sppeal to all concerned, to considar whether
the cheriched idea of responsible government does not imperatively
demand that wa must make unaccustomed eacrifices on both gides
and part with prejudices and parrow sectarianism. This, let it be
admitted, is a most serious comment upon our entire political life,
and go wherever you may outside Indis, this is the one question which
is put to you by every one, friend and foe alike. If hitherto Hindu.
Msahomedsn unity has lacked strength or durability, it has been main-/
ly due to the fact that we have not adopted the true basis of unity.
This can only be the recognition by the two communitias that India

J’is the common country of both, that the claims of India on the service
and loyalty of both are paramount and that political freedom and politi-
esl rights are by no means Inconsistent with the exerclse of religious
rights and ceremonies by each community with the fullest possible
freedom. I do not wish to go into the details of the solutlon of this
problem. I wish merely to state the problem as it strikes me. There is,
first of all, the question of representation on municipal, local and ]
parliamentary bodies. This again resolves itself into two questions—
(1) What is the adequate representation to which the Mahomedans are
entitled ? (2) What is the best method of representation ? Nearly seven
years ago when the Mahomedans of my province wanted eeparate re-
presentation in the municipalities, I supported them, not becausze I
thought that it was politically sound but because it seemed to me that
that was the only condition on which they were prepared to co-operate
with the other communities. Even after this distance of time,I do
not regret my action. Separate electorates appear, however, to have
brought in their train a mass of evil. But unless and until the
Mahomedans themeelves change their attitude, I think we should do
nothing to take away from them this method of representation, to
which they rightly or wrongly attsch so much importance. As to the
amount of representation, Ishould have thought that the question had
been solved by mutual agreement. But if that is not g0, why should it
be impossible to solve it now ? A little exsrciss of patience and for
bearanee on both sides and an earnest desire to understand each other
should b;ing us pearer the solution than anything else, and I think
the duty rests heavily on leaders of all sections of politicians, who
beliove in the destiny of India that they should, at s joint conference,
fairly and frankly disouss this question and arrive at some solution.

MINORITIES AND THE SERVICES.

. Tl_me next question is the question of the representation of the
minorities in the public services, Much as I deprecats recruitmentto
publio services based on communsl grounds, I recogmize that in the
present circumstances of India it is inevitable. I personslly think thst
the besft s_olution of it lies in the sppointment of a Public Services
Cc:mmlssxon, on which Hindus, Mahemadans and Furopeans should all
alike b_‘“’ represented and the work of recruitment should be lefi to it.
Ex?eptmg in regard to certain appointments of a political character,
which should, in my opiaion, ba left in the hands of Ministers, I believe
that we should meet the situstion much batter, if wa wers to transfer
all such power from the hands of Ministers or the Executive Govern-
me:'xt to an independent body like the Public Services Commission
which must ses alen to the asdequate representation of each community.

RELIGIOUS DISPUTES.

] As.regsrda rfligious disputes in which the ignorant masses get at
times involved, it is certainly the duty of the lesders to do nothing or
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say nothing, which may inflame sectarian passions. But that alone is
not suficient. With the fullest exercise of religious freedom there
must be tha understanding that each party has got to respect the
gusceptibilities of the other. Moral injunctions alone will not solve
the problem, conscious effort is even more necessary and it ssems to me
\t{hat in your Constitution of the future the amplest safeguards for these
ights and privileges should be expressly provided for. Necessarily,
you will have to depend upon the growth of sound public opinion to
support your effort, But the problem cannot bs solved exocept by
facing it. A heavy responsibility in this connection lies on the press
and with its growing power in the country, I think it can be a potent
factor in dealing with this problem. The recent disturbances in India
havebeen advertised a good deal in England and the impression pro-
ducad naturally is one, whioh is not very hopeful for the future. Butl
do maintain that so far as this question is concerned, we should take
the responsibility for the solution of it on ourselves and .if the leaders
of both communities, to whom Indianunity and Indian self-govern-
ment are such sacred words, maks a determined effort to restore
happier relations and to arrive at a settlement, which will be accep-
table to the vast majority of both, I think the problem may yet be
8olved.

BRITISH INTERESTS AND TEE IMPERIAL SERVICES.

'Wo shall probably make our task much easier if we also recognize
that there are certain vital British interdsts in India and that unless
and until those interests are safeguarded, we shall have to meet with
no little difficulty in our attempt-at achieving self-government. Simi.
larly, in regard to the Imperial Services, which are predominantly
Buropean in their composition, we shall have to define our attitude. I
do not wish to go into the details of this question for more reasons
than one. But I venture to make a few observations. The
Services do no good to themselves or to thiscountry by impugn*
ing the good faith of Indian politicians, nor is it right or just for us
to indulge in wholesale condemnation of the Services. Any unjust or
unfair eriticism of the Services must be deprecated. At the same

- time it must be borne in mind that hitherto the Services have ocoupied
a peculiar position, It does not correspond to that of the publio
gervices in England or in the Dominions, They have been to a large
extent responsible for the formulating of policy in India and if in the
future their position is approximated to that of the permanent services
elsewhere, I have no doubt that much of the oriticism which is level-
led afthem will be diverted to the responsible Minister. Indeed,
the recent eleotions show, that much unkinder language has been used
by our countrymen towards our own Ministers and other Indians
associated with the Government than towards members of the perma-
nent services, We hear much of cases, in which cfficers come into
conflict with public opinion. I wish, we heard as much of cases, in
which officers are held in esteem by the publio, for' I refuse to believe
that there are no good men among them or that all appreciation of their
work is extinct among Indians, So far as the question of salaries
and emoluments is conoerned, if there are any legitimate grievances,
by all means let them be examined and redress given where it is dus,
subject only to the financial capacity of India. But the essential
question, to my mind, is the question of the venue of recruitment. Why
should the deoision of self-governing Indis, unless it isa thing of the
very distant future, be anticipated now ? In any case, it seems to me
that many of those who are already in the services, will be here for at
least another twenty-five years; but the longer you continue recruitment

in Exgland, the longer you postponethe day when the services will be
Indianissd.

Presidential
Address,

Dr. Sir Tej
Bahadur Seprv,



Presidential
Address,

Dr. Sir Tej
Bahadar Sapru.

v

28

NECESSITY FOR A COMMISSION.

Gentlemen, I have placed these views before’you in the broadest
possible manner without going into minute details and sll that I ask
you to do on the present occasion is to give your careful considera-
tion to your future policy and future programme. If you want consti-
tutional progress, you muss set to work for it. That work does not

" and should not consist merely in passing resolutions or making
speaches. You have got geriously to educate public opinion in favour
of your policy snd to acquire support for your views ; for unless this
is done, the forces of opposition against you will be strong indeed,
far stronger than you imagine. Do not reject my suggestion about
the early appointment of s Commission, merely because commissions
and committess are supposed to be a method of shelving pressing
problems, If that were my conviction and belief, I should not have
brought this suggestion befors you, But I do believe that before any
constitutional advance takes place, the whole position will reqnire very
" eareful examination; so many interests have got to be reconoiled,
go many different points of view have got to be borne in mind, so

" much readjustment of the system of Government will be necessary,
that I oannot imagine that merely because you express the wish for
the establishment of Swaraj, it will be an accomplished fact. A
commission is the very thing contemplated for sush progress by
the present Government of India Act and even if it were not go, further
constitutional development would in any case have involved the
- bringing into existence of an sgency for giving effect o it. Once
a commission is appointed, you can put forward before it your own
views on the future of the Constitution and put all the pressure that
you are capable of on the Government here and Parliament in England
to give effect to your views. That is the only constitutional method
which, to my mind, seems likely to yisld any satisfactory results.
Constitutions are not easy to make, as is sometimes imagined and
it is for you to prepare the ground by takingthe necessary steps.

THE LIBERAL PARTY,

Above everything else, it is necessary that you should define your
own position and organise your own forces, So far as your position
is concerned, I have no doubt as to what it should be. “The Liberal
party cannot be an asylum either for tories or for revolutionaries.
(Hear, hear). "Liberalism is not merely a mode of expression but a habit
of thought and action. Our watochword should always be Progress,
and continuous Progress. Our methods should also be clear and well
defined. While we should resist to the utmost of our power and
capacity anything which is calculated to retard our progress, I do not
think that we can seriously contemplate the adoption of a «alculated
polioy of obstruction, which so far from helping our progress may
seriously hinder it. Again it seems to me that if the Liberal party is
o extend its influence, casual and unorganised aotivity is not enough ;
its work must be countinuous and incessavt. I admit that our

" detractors have poisoned the public mind against us, but thatought
not to deter us from approaching the public and putting up with the
rough and tumble of public life. 3We must have a strong oentral
exocutive and we must try to establish living and serious-minded
associations all over the courntry wherever we can. ¥ Not only must we
do this, but we must strengthen our own press and wherever it may be
necessary, establish new organs. We shall no doubt meet with diffi-
oulties for some time, but I have not lost all faith in the shrewd common-
sense of the people. It may be clouded for some time but it cannot
be forall time. 1tisby persistence alons that we can conquer those
foroes of opposition, which have acoounted for our defeat and
disappointment at the last election, I do nol sympathise
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with those who find solace merely in the thought that they i’:ﬁg”:ﬁ"l
might have done better if only their opponent QE indulged inless
misrepresentation of their views and position, "We'tnust frankly admit Dr. Sir Tej
that much of our present position is due to the weakness of our U:hadurSapre
organisation, the want of party discipline and above all our omis-
sion to organise an adequate party fund- For I think that if
wo are to surviva as a party, it is necessary that we should have
funds and ample funds. I know the difficulties in the way, but I also
know that we have got to fight those difficulties and overcome them., In
order to advance our scheme it may be necessary, indeed I think it
will be necessary for us, not only to send a strong representative
deputation to England but to establish an independent and active
organisation of our own there, for the dissemination of our views and
correct information in England. Be it said to the eradit of Mrs. Besant
that hers is the only organisationthere that does something for India
in the way of propaganda. It is all very wall for our countrymen to say
that we can afford to ignore English opinion, but do not forget that
we have no real living organisation of our own there. Those who
are opposed to any further progress and who regret even the present
measure of reforms have got powerful organisations, supported by
plenty of funds and led by some retired Governors and officials, who
still think and talk, as if India stood where she did in their time. The
English nation is essentially conservative and fights shy of any change.
Its conservatism is all the greater in the case of India, which it hasbeen
aocustomed to treat as a country full of ignorant people, hopelessly
divided among themselves and flying at each other's throats and kept
together only by tha eonfrolling hand of its representatives here, I do
not blame people in England; for they are boun1 to attach weight to the
uncontradicted statements of some of those who claim knowledgze and
experience of India.‘lBesides, let us not forget that the impression which
some happenings in this country have produced, hasbzen most unfavour-
able tousand yet my exparience during thelast fow months was distinctly
hopeful, for, while on the one hand there is a section of die-hards who
will continue to oppose our aspirations for as long as they can, on the
other there are men of broad sympathies and large outlosk but little
knowledge who, if properly approached, will be willing to help us.
Such help I would not discard or despise. I would avail myself of
every such sourcs from which we can gather strength and support. I
believe we can do much useful work by sexding a strong, well-in-
formed and capable deputation to England. ¥Our work in India must
g0 on gimultaneously, if we wish to push the cause to-a successful
issue. J I, therefore, think that if this meeting of the Liberal Federa-
tion succeeds in nothing more than in devising means to organise
the party and in adopting a definite line of policy, we shall not have
met in vain.} If we fail in that, I for one must view the future of our
party with the gloomiast of forebodings. But I have still hope that the
traditions of Pherozeshah Mehta and Gokhale arg not dead among us.\/
Howsoever unworthy we may be, as their suceessors, let us make an
honest attempt to live up to their ideals and seek inspiration from
what they said or did in their day. Eighteen years ago, it was left
to Gopal Krishna Gokhale to give & definite shaps to our ideal in his
great speech at Benares, Since then that ideal has ceased to be a far-
off adorable dream. It has become now s living passion with us. To
be in our own country what other subjects of our common Sovereign
are in the self-governing Dominions is no longer a dream, which we
would leave it to posterity to realise, Our diffculties may be great,
they are great, but they have to bas conquered and must be conquered,
I venture to think that if we approach these big problems in the
Practical spirit of those great and hallowed names and with their
robust faith in the justice and righteousness of our cause, if we only
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realize that oonstitutionally our position is much stronger than {6
was in their days, then I have every confidence that we shall succeed
in building the edifice of Self-Government within the Empire, the

foundations of which werae laid by them.

Temporary defeat ought not to damp our spirits. On the contrary,
it should act as an fncentive to more active, more persistent and more
substantial work. V1 yet believe that the Liberal party, if ouly it oan
reorganise itself, will play a great part in the development of the Con-
stitution and though temporarily Liberals may have received a set-
back, Liberalism will still be the rallying cry of all those elements in
the country, which recognise the value of constitutional work and
which beliove in the efficacy of oconstitutional methods. ( Loud

applause ).
Telegrams and Letters.

Mr, D, V., Ambekar, one of the Secretaries to the Reception
Committee, in laying before the Conference letters and telegrams raceiy-
ed by the Reception Committee, wishing the Conference all possible
sucoess, said:-Ladies and gentlemen, & number of messages from several
persons wishing suocess to this Federation have been received, They
are really too numerous even for a brief mention on this occasion and [
therefors propose to refer only to the more important ones, I wish
first to make montion of the talegrams received from four ex-Presidents
of the National Liberal Fedaration of India, namely, Sir Surendranath
Banerjee, Sir Sivaswamy Aiyar, Mr O. Y. Chintamani and
Dewan Bahadur Govinda Raghava Iyer. Then we have received an
inspiring message from our revered leader, Sir Dinshaw Wacha. He
88Yy8 —

Sir Dinshaw Wacha's message,

Heartily wish deliberations of Liberal Conference under your states-
menlike presidency will be crowned with success. Come what may, India
is bound steadily and speedily to fully realise its cherished aspirations under
the old acd tried standard of the Liberals and Liberals alone. So long as
there are in their ranks good men and true, stirling and seli-less patriots of
the sturdy type ot Dadabhai, Ranade, Pherozeshah and Gokhale to guide
and lead them, the future of constitutional progress (of India) is sure
and certain. So let the Liberal phalanx go forward as of old, undismayed,
erect, and firm, with a stout heart and Spartanc ourage. Let them bide
their time as time is on their side, and theirs and theirs alone is the ulti-
mate triumph.

Then, Sir Hormasji Wadya has also sent hie good wishes for the
succecs of tbe session. Sir Gokuldas Parekh, Sir Chimanlal Setalvad,
Mr. N. M. Samarth, 8ir Deva Prasad Sarvadhikary, Pandit Gokaran
Nath Mishra, Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru, Sir Moropant V., Joshi,
the Hon'ble Mr. Chunilal V. Mehta, Sir Binode Mitt-r, Psofessor
Gulshanrai from Punjab, Hon'ble Sir A, P. Pairo from Madras
Munshi Narayan Prasad Asthana, from Allahabad, Rai Kishnaji:
from Benares ; Rao Bahadur R. V. Mahajani from Akola i Rai Anand
Swarup Bahadur from Cawnpore; Rao Saheb Khare from Amraoti; Mr.
Ishwardas Lakshmidas, the new Sheriff of Bombay ; Mr. S, Rangaswami
Iyengar representing Sivaganga Liberals; Rao Bahadur S. D, Garud,
Mr. G. B. Pradhan, M. L. C, Sardar V. N, Mutalik, M, L. A, Mr
Badridetta Joshi, Vakil, Haldwani, Mr. Gaurishankar, Benares, Mr.
M, D. Altekar from Bombay ani Rai Saheb Jagdish Prasad from
Muzaffarnagar are among those who have sent us their good wishes.
The Hou'ble Mr. B. V. Jadhav, the new Education Minister,
Bombay, has also written under date Deo. 25, 1923 to Dr. R. P,
Par_anjpye as follows:—" Many thanks for your kind and earnest
[nvitation to attend the Liberal Federation tcemorrow. I am sorry
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I cannot avail myself of it as I have to attend the Maratha Educa?ional
Confsronce at Belgaum. I am generally in sympathy with Liberal
prinoiples and I wish the Federation every success.”

Formation of the Subjects Committee,

The President : Members of the Reception Committee ard Dele~
gates will, as usual, resolve themselves into the Subjects Co.mmittee at
6 o'clock this evening. The Subjects Committee meeting will be held
here in this pandal and it will be open only to members of the Recep-
tion Committee and Delegates. Outsiders will not be allowed.

The session is now adjourned to to-morrow, at 12 o'olock mid-
day. :

Secor.d Day’s Proceedings.

™.
ol 2

Thursday, the 27th December 1923,

s § () S

The Federation resumed its deliberations exactly at 12 noon.

The President —Ladies and Gentlemen, I shall read out to you
the first resolution in which we express our sympathies with the sur-
viving members of the families of certain distinguished countrymen of
ours, and I will ask you all as & mark of respect to their memory to
pass that resolut’on standing. The resolution runs as follows :—

Condolence.
Resolution I,

This meeting of the all-Indla Liberals mourns the death during the
Iast year of Sir Narayan (Ganesh Chandavarkar, Kt., Mr. V.R.Gupte, Mr.
Kasturi Ranga Iyangar, and Babu Ashwini Kurcar Dutta, all of them worthy
sons of India and devoted workers In her cause. The Counference offers its
heartfelt condolence to their bereaved familles.

I will ask you all, Ladies and gentlomen, to pass this resolution
standing.

0y

The resolution was then declared carried, the Houss standing.

Demand for Self~Government.

[y

Resolution 11,

The President :—The second resolution will be moved by the
Ri.ght Honourable Mr, Srinivasa Sa.tri, and I have no doubt that you
will all listen to his speech with that attention which be is entitled to.

The Right Honourable V, S, Srinivasa Sastri, P, C, 1=
Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen, the resolution is in many ways

velf-oxplanatory, aud I should be sparing myself some exertion if at
the outset I read it out to you :

Having in view the many inconveniences and enomalies which have
been felt in practical administration under a system of dyarchy in the pro-
vinces and the Incongruity and difficutly in practice of an irresponsible
central Government controlling and superintendiyg the administration of
trausferred departments by ministers respousible to local legislatures, hay~
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ing also tn mind the difficulties of the central Jovernment having no
majority of its own in a legislature with a majority of elected representa-
tives of the people ; and having further in mind the immediate necessity of
releasing the Government of India and the local Governments from the
control exercised by the Secretary of State for India and the proved inabi~
lity of the Governmeat of India, not yet fully responsible to the people, to
protect the interestsof Indipns settled in self-governing Dominions and
Crown Colonies, this meetlng of the all-India Liberalg, concurring with the
previous meetings thereof, is emphatically of opinibn that full responsible
government in the provinces and complete responsibility in the central
Qovernment except in the Military, Political and Foreign departments
should be established without deldy, and for this purpose urges the im-
mediate appointmsnt of a Commission similar to that provided for in the
Governmant of India Act of 1919 for making a full inquiry into the actual
working of the present constitution and making recommendations in res-
_pect of future constitutional advaunce.

The nature of this resolution, the objsets it seeks to advocate and
the arguments by which that step of progress is supported, all must be
familiar to the public of India, because, as we state here, this is merely
s ra-affirmation at this session of the opinlons given expression to in
previous sesslons of this body. Speaking personally for one moment,
before plunging into the subject,I may be permitted to remind this audi-
ence that about a8 year ago when I spoke from tha Chair of a similar
sesslon, I stated that I was a reluctant convert to this resolution. At
first my opinion was a little more backward than wahavenow taken up.
Amongst the many things that converted me at that time was tha faot
that the Liberal Association itself, when I was away from the country,
had committed itself after deliberate disoussion to the terms of the re-
golution. SirP. 8. Slvaswami Iyer who, you remember, was our sscond
Prosident and still to-day leads the Madras Liberal League, & man
famous for his sobriety of judgment, had spoken and written to
this effect. I need not remina the readers of the Nineteenth Century and
After that ho had written there with much fulness of argument recom-
mending the course that we now advocate. Then, I had the benofit of

" many an earnest conversation with the President of this mesting. He

held views much in advance of mine at the time, and he put forth from
inside knowledge many a consideration which was new to me, and
then I became an absolute convert to the idea. But more than that,
during quite recent times, as you know, eertain circumstances have
happened which have forced my conviotion Into an attitude of fized
determination.

In the first place, there are two considerations put forth here for
our asking for full responsible government in the provinces, I am not
prepared to say that diarchy has absolutely failed. Any system in the

\‘%ands of sensible people like Dr. Paranjpye oan be made to work.
iarchy, however, is attended with a great many inconvenienoces. In
daily administration it wasthe source of almost intolerable friction.
Ministers complained that they had very little finance. If you answered
them * that was due to the general financial stringenoy of the country,”
they said, " Yes, it is true, but it is true also that this trouble ariges
\/partly from the faot that the Finance Member of the provinee cannot be
s Minister under the rules under the Act.” Then, they complained, for
example, that officials were not always amenable to their discipling.
Well, on this point I do not expact Dr, Paranjpye to support me. But
you had facts published with regard to the United Provinces-facts
published at the time that Mr. C, Y. Chintamani and Mr. Jagat Nara-
yan were obliged to resign their office~which proved conclusively that
if it only pleased the head of the administration to intrigue with the
officials of & department, he could make the position of the Ministers
untenable. Now, [ will tell you a story illustrating the extent to which
the humilistion of & minister could ba carried. I will not name even
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the province unless something escapes me without my knowledge. 1In
a cortain province there was & European gardsener whom, it would ap-
pear, the Secretary of State had appointed. He was an old man and he
was willing to retire on a gratuity and at the time when the craze for
retrenchment was at its height, the Minister took his courage in both
his hands, negotiated with this European gardener and nearly persuad-
ed him to accept a gratuity and go home. But the Secretary of State,
when he heard of this, sent down orders to the effect that as he had
appointed the man, the Minister could not dispense with his services
in that way, and therefore much to the surprise of that employee him-
gelf he was reinstated in his position, Well, that kind of thing ought

not to be allowed to happen in any service, even if it be the Indian

Civil Service. That it should have happened in the case of a gardener,
ghows the extent to which an arbitrary Secretary of State, whom we
cannot hold responsible, will go in the exercise of powers still remain-
ing in his hands.

Then, we go to the Central Government itself and complain of the
state in which it is allowed to remain with no sort of responsibility at
all to elected representatives of the people. Now, on that matter the ar-
gument employed by us is rather on behalf of the Government of India
itaelf than on our own behalf. The Government of India cannot be sure
at any time of a majority of their own unless they intrigued to sce that
particular groups always present in this couatry, where party politics
are not fully crystallized, voted for them. Unless they descended to
tactics of that kind, members of the Government of India would always
be in fear when they came into the Assembly and they would not know
what might happen. Now, that leaves the Government of India weaks
irresolute, and unable to take a definite stand with regard to any poliey.
That, however, is an argument which any one might employ who had
seen the working of the Goverament of India from outside.

I now pass on to a part of this argument which hasbsen hinted af
in the words of the resolution veleased from ths control exercised by
the Secretary of State.” We want the Government of India and the
Yoeal Governments to be really strong and independent governments
looking to the wishes of the people and, where they are willing, compe-
tent to carry out the wishes of the people- Unfortunately the Govern-
ment of India in more than one instance within my own knowledge
have been willing to carry out the wishes of people, but could not carry
them out, because the Secretary of State was against it. Now, that is
a consideration which goes to the very root of the case and seems to
me to invest this resolution with an importance almost transcending
the importance of anything else. We cannot have a Government of
India not continually looking to us but looking outside the country
for the inspiration of its policy. We can no longer afford to have that,
and where you have two Houses of the legislature each with an elacted
majority, one with a preponderating elected majority, it is impossible
for the Government of India to carry on with any dignity to itself or
with great profit to the people.

Now, I will bring out in more detail an argument which may not
be always present in your minds, During the time that the Governe
ment of India Act was being discussed in England, a prineiple was laid
down at our instance and was laid down with great emphasis by the
Joint Select Committes. This principle is exceedingly important, and
it would be worth your while to allow me to state it at some length and
state also some of its implications. We always feared that, as the
Secretary of State for India was an outsider to the Indian constitution,
outsider not in the legal sense but in the ordinary sense of the word,
it might be dangerous to continue his unlimited and irresponsible
powergover the affairs of India. But the actual position came to this
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that we placed, acoording to one of thess sectlons of the Act, in his
ands the power to control, to supsrintend and to direct generally: the
affairs of Indis,

" W feared that the unlimited exercise by the Secretary of State of
this power would leave the Government in India, whether Cantral or
Provinoial, at bis meroy, unable to enunciate a policy and unable like-
wise to meet the large and elected legislatures that were then created,
For that purpose, the Joint Select Committee enunciated as an ordinary
principle of administration this rule, that when the Government found
itself in agreement with the legislature on any particular subject, the

écretary of State was enjoinad not to interfere but to let that measare
take full effact. Itis a great and vital principle and if it had been
maintained in its integrity, it would really have deprived our conten«
tion today of a great deal of its foroe. But the principle has not besn
observed. Notice how subtly the defeat of this principle has been
brought about. We say that that * oonourrence " between an exesutiva
Government and its legislature should be a condition precedent to this
Secretary of State's non'interference. Suppose, however, the Secretary
of State issued an order in his exeoutive capacity to the (overnment
somewhat to this effect: suppose, he said, whenever the legislature in
India threatened to raise any important point, the Government of
India must first refer that matter to him and then only assume any atti«
tude. Then it would mean that the conourrence between the Govern-
mont and the legislature would be deprived practically of all meaning.
That, [ understand, has in practice actually happened. Under instruc-
tions from the Secratary of State, the Government of India and some
looal Governments are compelled to refer important matters to the
Secretary of State bafore they can say anything as their own opinion,
80 there can ba nothing like spontaneous agresment between the Gove
ernment of India and ourselves unless the Secretary of State had
chosen to leave some fresdom in any particular matter to the Govern-
ment. Now, I understand that this principle hasg really been brought
fo a nullity by the constant habit which the Seoretary of State has
fallen into of giving orders to the Government of India beforehand,
thus tying up thsir judgment, and the constant habit that the Govern.
ment of India have fallen into of referring important matters to his
opinion. You all know that the Governments in India are specially
fond of secret cables. The sacret cables are a terrible foa to the establighe
ment of democratio institutions, Now, it will not be a very gross
exaggeration to say that the Government of India of today is a Govern-
ment by secret cables between the Vieeroy acting singly and the
Secratary of State, perhaps also acting singly. People may be able to
toll you, if they ware inclined to be communicative, of cases in which
the Members of the Executive Council of the Viceroy did not know
what was passing between him and the Secretary of State, Now,
you all know human nature.  You all know also official human nature
placed in subordination. You also know how office, when once taken,
binds you down, by attractions and by privileges, I will say this.
When the Govern'meut of India and its officials are placad in a position
of that close and intimate subordination to the Seoratary of State, more
l?leii:l:el;:::en;;l totbe“;z member of & Tory Government, ha sends fre-
quu can at coanc:s s:e l:;:vtgigt lll: (;zposftlon_to th‘e pfaople's. wishes,
a Government is placed a o oton fa 1n 'w.hwh such
ud how intolerable is the position of the

legislatures which you rensw by your franchise onee in overy three
years,

Now, let me pass on to the last to i
’ ¢ pio mentioned in the resolution.
We have referred in the resolution to the recent knowledge that has
oome t? us, sadly but u?mistakably. the inability of the Government
of India to protect ourinterests when we are setiled abroad. I will
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not go into that melancholy matter at any length, but suffice it to say
that while like the President, who occupies the Chair today, I express
India's gratitude to the Government of India for the valiant way in
which they presented our case to the Dominion authoritics and to the
Central Government of the Empire, we can never forget that Govern.
ment with three hundred millions of people, wielding vast power over
the resources of a continent, had to yield before a body of rebellious
white subjects in a remote little colony of the Empire ! They could do
nothing and when they protested, they wara told that it was not proper
for them even to protest { laughter ), Now, I do not know’ what the
membars of the Government of India themselves feel under that treat.
ment, But I speak, I think, for a great many of you and a great
many more in the country when I say that we feel it a humiliation
that our Government should be as nothing in the Counecils of the
Empire. -

What is the remedy ? The remedy is to put our Government in
the same position with the authorities of Great Britain, with the Gove
eroments of Australia and Canada. Make us a full Dominion ( Hear,
hear). Enable the Government in India to speak for the people, on ba.
half of the peopla as their mouth-piece to outside agencies; do not
compel the Govarnment of India to talk to us as the mouth-piece of
an outside party as they sometimes do, a8 the Viceroy did the other
day when he said the people of England would not tolerate your ate
tempt to get self-government. In saying so,he did not speak as the re-
presentative of the people. He spoke as the representative of an out-
side authority. That position we have always known, but it comes
- home to us now in such a way that even the mildest of us cannot but
resent it. 'When we the people of India are in dispute with the people
of other parts of the Empire, we want our Government to stand up for
us and to speak fully and unreservedly. This Government cannotdo
80. They can do so up to a certain point, but when the Secretary of
State tells them to shut up, they have to shut up. But we eannot shut
up and we have to go on without the Government of India backing us.
The Government of India may feel with us, they may think also that
we are injured, that we are on the right track and it is a great pity
that they cannot back us up and give us aid, but the constitutional
poeition is such that our Viceroy and his Counecil with the most excele
lent of intentions, with the most profound and genuire sympathy with
our demands and with every desire to back us up, could only go a cer-
tain length but no further,

Now, thisis the main defect of our imperfe ¢t constitution; we

wact it rectified by releasing the Government of India from the

meticulous control that the Secratary of Stats exercises over them,
But we want them also to be the executive administration of g full
grown dominion, where the final authority rests with the people.

Ladies and gentlemen, having said so much on the more important
points in the resolution, I have still one word to say with reference
to the method by which we seek to attain this great object, Wa sug.
gest, as you will see in the last part of the resolution, that the Govern-
ment in England should anticipate the operation of one of the sgclions
of the Government of India Act by a few years and forthwith appoint
s commission to make the necessary inquiry and recommend the
evolution of India into the status of a dominion. Now, it is agreed that
a commission for fully investigating the facts is & necessary prelimi-
?ary to the advance of a constitution. It is so. It has been laid down
1? the very Act that governsus. All that we say is, let it take opera-
tion immediately rather than a few years hence. It isa very reason-
able request and we are all convinced of its reason, But there are
peopls who think that that request of ours is unreasonable, There
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will be a great deal of oposition to it and therefore the attempt th‘at we
put forth must be really backed and supported not merely by the voice of
the Liberal Federation—a usually discredited body as it is—not mere-
Iy by the voice of the Indian National Coogress, as it is outside !;he
oonstitution of India, and therefore has handicapped itself not being
shla to speak to aconstitutional country in & constitutional way, (Hear,
hear ). Itisnot merely the voiceor fesling of this party or that party
that will oarry weight, and therefore some of us have thoughi of a plan,
not necessarily in antagonism toothers, but in ourjudgment supplemen-
tary to others. Wo have thought of a plan of a National Convention,
which should arise out of the section of the non-official part of our
legislature, whether with the sanction of the various Governments if
it could be obtained, or without the sanotion of the various Governments
if it is not forthooming. In any way, we think that the electors under
the constitution of India at present working, that these electors should
have it in their power to tell their representatives in the various legis-
latures: “Go ahead in our name and appoint a National Conven-
tion for the framing of an outline of a constitution which some of you
shall then go and present to the psople of England and to the authori-
ties there in the name of the electors in India,” Now, with such a
demand as that made by us, it is very likely that the appointment of
this commission which now some people oppose as premature, will be
thought of as the only possible way of mesoting the situation that then
would arise. Necessarily, therefore, there is no antagonism between
that plan and the plan we propose. It is perfectly conceivable that
one will help the other and be & complement and auxiliary. I am say-
ing this in particular because thers are, I know, a great many outside
this assembly, s great many outside eventhe Liberal organisation, s great
many amongst the Swarajists of the day who have pledged themselves
to work for the Dominion Status of India by means of a National Con-
vention such as I have tried to adumbrate. To these people I shall
specially appeal in this sense that this method that we have sug-
gestad, besides being consonant to practice and to the requirements of
the Act, is not at ali likely to prave prejudicial to the progress of their
own plans and might therefore be concurred in even by them. With
such support, not only coming from the Liveral Federation but from
all who have been parties to the National Conforence supported by all
and based on the general wish of the electorates of the country, I
believe the demand for Dominion Status is a demand which even the
die-hard Government of the day installed in Westminster will find it
ciffioult to set aside. ( Loud applause ).

Dr, R. P, Paranjpye, ( Poous. ) t—=Mr. President, ladies and
gentlemen, I beg to sesond the resolutiog which has been g0 ably moved
by my friend the Right Honourable Mz, Srinivasa Sastri, I am going
to touch only on some aspects of one part of the resolution of which I
have had some experience during the last three yoars. Do not expect
to hear from me any secrets. But I will give you in general
terms some of the points in which our constitution presents several dif«
ficulties in actual working. Personally when this system of diarchy
was first thought of by the Round Table Group, I thought it to be a
great improvement upon the old mera aufoeratio and bureaueratic way
?f administration of this country and frankly I still think that it is an
improvement upon the old state of thirgs, (Hear, hear). That does not
mean that there are no defeots, that it cannot be improved, and this re.
solution asks you to insist upon the removal of thess defects and that
would to a very graat extent mean the doing away with diarchy for a

. much better form of administration, You all know exactly what diar-

:;hy means, It means that the functions of a Provineial Government are
1v.1ded into tw.o.pnrts: O_ae part is what is called the reserved part, in
which the administration ig carried on by the mombers of the LExecutive



37

Council of the' Governor. The Legislative Council can pass resolutlons,
can vote on matters referring to these departments; but those resolutlons
and those votes can only be of the nature of recommendations. . "On the
other hand, the transferred departments are in the hands of Mlmsters
who are selected from the elected members of the Legislative Councils
and these Ministers must 8o conduct themselves as always to command
a majority in the Legislative Councils. If on any matter about whieh
the Legislative Couneil is keen, the Ministers are not able to command
a majority in the Counoil, the Ministers must go. Really- epeaking,
with a powerful Legislative Council the position of the Ministers is
much stronger than that of the members of the Executive Council. Tt
is true that the Governor can override the decision of the Minister, but
if the Minister sticks to his opinion and is coafident that the Legis.
lative Couneil will support him through thick and thin, then it is not
the Minister who may have to go, but that it is the Governor himself
that will have to go sooner or later. For tuis, as [ have said, a strong
Legislative Council is required. Unfortunately my experience of our
Bombay Legislative Council shows that it was not so strong as was
really required for an efficient working of this diarchy at leastin our
province. We have had no settled majority at the back of the Ministers.
Ounr Council was divided into a large number of groups which could
bs manipulated very often in various ways, so that the Ministers had to
use a great deal of tact in order to carry on their departmants at all.

But at the same time leaving aside the particular question of the
Bombay Legislative Council, during the last triennium there were a
certain number of difficultiss, sometimes of interpretation of the Act,
sometimes of the actual working of the Aet which have-cropped up and
which it is not necessary for us to shut our eyes to. \gou will find in
the first place that a great deal of power is given under our present
constitution to the Governor. In particular some things are left entirely
to the personal discretion of the Governor, especially so far as the in-
dividual members of the Imperial services are concerned, If they have
got any grievance, they can appeal to the Governor in his personal
capacity and not as the head of the Government, .

Then, agaio, as regards the Ministers, during the discussions that
were going on while this Government of India Act was on the anvil, it
was, I believe, understood that the Ministers were to work jolntly as a
ministry. As a matter of fact at least in our province, the Ministers
have not at all worked as a joint body, at any rate formally. You will
find, if you read the Bombay Government Gazette every week, there are
several notifications in which such and such an appointment is made
by the Governor acting with the “Minister,” in the singular. Itisnot
a joint responsibility of all the Ministers ; but the Governor conducts
each department with the advice of a single Minister. You will see
how much this practice weakens the hands of Ministers, I believe it
was intended that the Ministers were to work in common. But the
words used in the Government of India Act in several places and iu the
Devolution Rules point to contradictory meanings and it has been de-
cided after a reference to the highest legal authority in England that
the Ministers have no joint responsibility but that they are to work
singly with the Governor. Of courss that does not mean that Ministers
in practice do not consult each other., We have always been, I am
happy to say, on most friendly torms with each other, But a formal
joint responsibility and formal consultation are the things which matter.
I think this doubt must be put an ead to. We must have even at least
in this disrchy the Ministers meeting together. So far as I remember,
wo have had only one or two meetings of Ministers alone before this
question was finally settled, Afterwards we have had no meetiog of
the Ministers separately.

De. R. P
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Dr, B. P, Then, thers waa the question of the administration of the whole
Purasipye. Government. It was intended not in the Aot but in the various papers
that were published at the time of the passing of this Act, that although
this was to be a diarchy iu theory, the q}(ministmtion was to be cone
duoted generally as a unitary administration, Of course as this inten-
tion was not on paper and did not form the regular seotions of the law,
the actual giving effeot to this hope depended entirely upon the wish of
each individual Governor, In some provinces, I was told that in the
beginning the two halves of Government worked together as a unitary
Government. In our Presidency I am afraid there was no pretence at
working onr Government as a unitary Government, (Laughter). Ido
not say that any single provision of the Act was disregarded. They are
all followed to the latter; but the spirit which lay at the root of this
new Government of India Act, that the whole Government was practi-
oally to be unitary, and that only if at any time a question came to
vote then only the two halves were to vote separately—this spirit was
not followed. There were generally after a foew months joint meetings
of the Ministers and Members of the Executive Couneil; but seeing
\/that the Ministers could not wield any effective influence on the deli-
berations with regard to the reserved half, we did not very much care,
except comparatively rarely, to give our definite opinion on the reserv.
od guestions and in fact we wera not in a position to do so. According
to the rules, we did not see all the papers undarlying the various cases
referting to the reserved departments of Government, and it was thera.
fore impassible for us, except as mere readers of newspapers and publie
men, to give a considered opinion upon any question referring to re-
served departments, Consequently we were not at all responsible forany.
thing that happened in the reserved half of the Government. Although
v that was so, the public associated us with the reserved half also and
the sins both of omission and commission in the reserved half were laid
at our heads in spite of our repeatedly saying that according to our con-
stitution we are not at all responsible for the reserved half of the cabi-
net. At elections in particular I was ocontinually heckled on this
point. It was not possible for me to give expression to what I heard
and saw in the joint meetings and we had simply to sit quiet and bear
the opprobrium onaocount of the various acts of the reserved half of the
departments. It is not permissible for me to say what happened on in-
dividual questions. The Governor can, if he likes, administer this
diarchical form of Government in the legal and technical sense of the
term and not at all work it acoording to the spirit which it was intend-
od it should be permeated with during the discussions on the Govern-
ment of India Act., These ars thersfore some of the defacts of the Act.

In our province there has also been a certain change in the rules
as to the way in which the various matters are conducted. I should
have myself thought that although theoretically the departments are
flivided into two halves, a possible way of working this in the proper
epirit might have been arranged somewhat as follows. Formerly,
before the last three yoars, each department was assigned to two Mem-
bers, There was one first Member of Government and one second
Member of Government. Every case went to the first Member and
sfter he minuted on it, it went to the second Member and if these two
members agreed in their point of view, their opinion went abroad as
the united opinion of the whole Government. That was the case for-
merly, Now, however, at least during the last three years this
rgethod has digappeared. Eaoh Member or each Minister works his
own department and the sesond Member practically in every case wai
the Governor. It is impossible obviously for the Governor to go into
details in every matter, even though we had a vigorous Governor like
Bir George Lloyd, and it was very diffioult for one man to be a second
Member for all departments, and it also led to this further diffculty
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that the Members of Government did not know much about what was
happening in other departments but their own. That was the case
during the last three years between the first and second Members. I
should have thought that the best way especially under diarchy would
have been to have two members for each department. For a reserved
department the first Member should be a Member of Council and the
gacond Member should be a Minister. On the other hand, for a transfer-
red department the first Member should be a Minister and the second
Member should be a Member of the Executive Council. Of course if
the Minister differs from the Member of the Executive Council, the
minister may stick to his opinion and then his opinion should stand
and wice versa. But at the same time if the administration wera
earried on in this way, it would have been in effect a unitary system
of Government. As a matter of fact in our Presidency for all the threa
years and in other Provinces for the latter part of the triennium, the ad-
ministration was carried on rigorously according fo the diarchical
system and consequently several difficulties which might have been
avoided by a liberal interpretation of the rules and certainly by a
liberal practice, continued always in existence.

Then, there is a further point to which reference was made by the
Right Honourable Mr, Sastri, viz. the financial control. The Finance
Member in all Goveroments is a Member of the Executive Council and
every proposal, whether in the reserved or transferrad half of Govern-
ment, is to go in general to the Finance Member especially if it has got
anything to do with the spending of money. Acoording to the Devolu-
tion Rules, the Finance Department considers only proposals which are
fully considered in all their details. Now, there is some difficulty in
actually carrying out all these rules, because several times your pro-
posals have got to be so arranged as to be within our possible finanoial
competence., It may be possible to make up a scheme costing fifty
lakhs of rupees or it may be possible to reduce that scheme to three
lakhs of rupees; for you need not take up a complete scheme but you
might take a small fraction. But it is a waste of time to formulate a
new scheme which would cost fifty lakhs of rupees if the Financa
Department is to tell us that it is utterly impossible. Thus the Minifters
have even found themselves handicapped by the financial rules, Well,
as regards the position of the Ministers, I mustsay that I have per-
sonally had not very much to complain. As a matter of fact we

knew what the difficulties were. Every one of us knew that we wera-

faced with very great financial stringency acd that we had to cut our
coal according to our cloth.

Again, the Governor although of the real Tory spirit in the English
constitution, was quite circumspect and knew exactly when to allow
the Minister to have his will and generally I found that if I insisted
upon any particular point of view being carried out, I was alwaysal-
lowed to do 80 and was not overruled, At the same time we had to be
very careful to see that our rights were not invaded, especially by the
Finance Department which, if worked in an unsympathetio spirit, would

slways lead to interference as a reference to the Finance Department

in most matters is necessary because everything practically has some-
thing or other- to do with expenditure.

Then; again, personally I have had no dificulties in dealing with
the various officers even of the Imperial services who were working
under me. Personally our relations were of the most harmonious cha-
racter and they worked as loyally with their Ministers as they would
kave worked with the Members of the Executive Council or the Gover-
nor, But at the eame time I have occasionally heard of instances in
which the Ministers did ot get on properly with the officers of the

br. B.7.
Paraalpyt



Br. R.P.
Parasipye.

40

And that isa difficulty which is inherent in thia

Imperial services. . :
Only in our province we did npot

diarchical form of administration.
meet with that difficulty.

There are, however, certain other points in which dificulties have
also basen experienced, For instance, as regards the services. I donot
talk about tha personnel of those services but about the principle of their
recruitment, powers as regards which are eutirzly reserved by the Se-
oretary of State. The question will come up before this Federation in
detail on a later resolution, but at the same time I might say thatif a
Minister is to manage his department preperly according to his views
and acoording to the views of the Legislative Coununcil, he must hava
some control as to the number of officers that will be recruited and
whom be will recruit. Well, it has often happened—it has actuslly
happened even in our own Government--that the Secretary of State
sends to our Presidency officers whom we do not want. Some officers
were recruited for a department which was already overstaffed and the
Secratary of State said he could not help it and told us to make room
for thoss officers that had been recruited several years ago, whether we
wanted them or not. Thesa are difficulties which are inherent in our
constitution and I baliave they will have to bs remedied very soon.

Moreover, durirg the last three years we were especially on our
trial. Wo knew thata large part of our country did notlo.k with favour
on these councils. We had to work the reforms as earefully as wacould
st whataver trouble and expenditure of energy. At the same time you
caunot always expect this in future. In the new councils that have
been just elected, you will probably find this diarchical form of Govern-
ment presenting many more difficulties than they did in the preceding
triennium. e have, therefore, to sea that these difficulties should Le
got over betimes before they come t> a head and before the position
became absolutely impossible, No form of Goverpment is perfect.
This diarchy certainly is not perfect and it is better that we should re-
medy the defects, and the only way in which we oan remedy it is by
giving provinecial sutonomy to the various provinces.

This is not a new proposal that I have been making. When the
question about tie division of functions in the various provinces was
being considered by the old Legislative Councils, we non-official mem-
bers of the old Bombay L:gislative Couuncil said that at least in our
Prosidency we might have all departments transferred ard I believe
we have shown that thes departments of Government are not to be
turned topsyturvy if they are to bs handed over. to be manazed by
the elacted members of the Legislative Council who have got a majo-
rity of the Legislative Council behind them. I always felt that the
apprehension of the officers of the Services as to their position in the
hands of Ministers from the Legislative Council are entirely unfounded.
‘When these councils and the Ministers feel that they are the final
masters, they will necessarily treat their services in the mostsympa-
thetio and proper way. Afier all members of the services have the
advantage of their experience and the Ministers are all quite new to
the offics routine, Most of the Mlinisters ara not experts in their de-
partments and they have only their commonsense to guide them and
that could be done in conjuction with the expert opinion and know-
ledge of all the various members of thsse services. 1 do not be-
lieve therefore that there will be any difficulty if all the de-
partments of Government ars transforred to Ministers. Especially
thers are some larga departments in which people take a very graat
deal of intorest. The dapartments of Liad Reverue, of Law and Police
are questions oa which memjera of the Legislative Council snd the
public are keanly in‘erested and I think there will be very much less
troubls in tho country if these depariments are in the hands of ths
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Ministers, When we see and know the inner details, we find that some
of the public talk is not justified; but let all information come to the
surface and not be always hidden in files of papers in the Secretariat.

As regards the finances under this diarchical form, well, although
the theoretically reserved departments are tohave the first claim on the
finances, in our Presidency, and I believe practicallyin all provinces,~the
finances have been on the whole fairly divided betweenthe reserved and
transferred half. Of course you can change your policy and say that
you definitely want to reduce the expenditure on reserved departments
and éven abolish police. But there certainly has besn no change for the
worse so far as the transferred departments are concerned during the
last three years. At any rate this is something different from saying
that the reserved departments have gone on increasing their expendi-
ture by leaps and bounds, keeping the transferred departments entirely
starved, You will find that last year in our Legislative Counecil we
made a deliberate cut of sixty lakhs which was properly distributed
over all departments, though it was quite within the power of Govern-
ment to say that we must have more money for the reserved half. But
they did not say so, though on the other hand it may be said that the
transferred departments should not have began brought under reduction,
At the same time, I would say that the actual position there was not so
unfair as it has been tried to make out,

The question of fresh retrenchment in various departments has got
to be considered separately and independently. But when the actual
machinery is considered, I can at least say that in our province there
has not been any epecial discrimination against the transferred depart-
ments.

Well, I do not wish to speak much about the other part of this re-
solution which refers to the Central Government. I have had no per-
sonal experience of the Central Government. I would only say that
having seen that dyarchy Las a certain number of defects in actual
working, either actual or potential, we should take care that when we
ask for responsibility in the Central Government, we are not laying
ourselves open to the same difficulties in any constitution we ask for.
We have in this resolution said that the Military, Foreign and Political
Departments should be practically reserved. I would, however,
like to lay down a certain definite safeguard as regards the
management of these departments also. It would not do for these de-
partments to say, for instance, that they must have 8o much mcney for
those departmenis whatever might happen to other departments. Cer-
tain restrictions should be put at least in regard to monetary demands.
They should be at least to a certain extent under the control of the
legislative bodies,

Well, in this way, then, we want our constitution to beimprovedby
the conferment of full responsibility in sll departments in the provinces,
giving complete provineial autonomy, and incidentally of course doing
away with the reserved half of the Government and the Membets of the
Executive Council and giving responsibility in the Central Govern-
ment. I shall not speak any more about the way in which this is to be
done, but I feel that any change in the Government of India Act can
be brought about only in the British Parliament. The Parliament has
laid down the modus operanda by legislation,~the way in which legisla-
tion will proceed. They have laid down that in the year 1929 a statu-
tory Commission will be appointed which will go into the whole
matter and make proposals for further changes, Mr. Montagu has given
bis opinion that this does not mean that the statutory Commission
could not be appointed before the year 1929, It could be appointed to-
morrow if the British Parliament and the British Government so de-
Bired,land wo say that seeing the advance we have made and seeing

rs
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that public opinion has advanced very fast after the introduction of
constitutional reforms, it is betteryto take time by the foralock and ap-
point the statutory Commission and get to work six years before the
appointed time. Ihave always felt that political concessions when
given early enough are far more satisfying, and lead to uo agitation,
which, if you only delay them for a few years, are found unsatisfactory,
and do not satisfy any demands. That has been the case with Britain
in its dealings with Ireland and with India. Things which might have
satisfied all reasonable demands now ora few years ago have been
thrown aside as utterly useless now. Well, that has been the history
of the political advancement of Ireland and India. I hope that at
least in the future the words “ too late " will not be written on the
glate of India’s political history. We want that measures should
be taken betimes in order that this trouble which we all foresee should
be avoided as far as possible, and therefors it is that this Liberal
Tederation asks that this Commission should be appointed early enough
in order that we might learn from the experience of the last three years
and not have further experience which might not poszibly be easy but
which mightbe very bitter in the near future, W, therefore, want that
this resolution should be passed unanimously by this Federation.

The Hon’ble Mr, S, M, Chitnavis (C. P.) said :—Mr. Presi-
dent, ladies and gentlemen, I rise to support the resolution which has
been so ably moved by the Right Honourable Mr. Sastri and sezonded
by Dr. Paranjpye. Dr. Paranjpye, with his experience of dyarchy, has
placed before you the difficulties which he found in the working of it
and my experience has been more or less the same. I am, of course,
talkizg under restraint, as I am not yet free from official trammels,
although I hope to be so within the course of a week, But dyarchy is
bad in prineiple, quite vicious. In our province, under the exemplary
statesmanship of our Governor Sir Frank Sly, the whole Government
used to a great extent to work as one Government. Ministers were con-
sulted on more or less important questions in the Reserved half, but
we had the feeling that although our advice was sought, we lLad no
vote and that our advice might be disregarded and not acted up to;
while a4 the same.time when any question came up in the Council, we
were bound to vote on the side of Government. Well, we have during
these three years worked the reforms for what they were worth. We
knew that they were not perfect and that great improvements were
called for. But we worked them and we found that there were several
defects and deficiencies which must be removed. We have testimony,
according to popular verdiet and aceording also to opinions expressed
by the Viceroy downwards, that the work of the legislatures has been
satisfactory, and the time has therefore arrived to say that no further
time should be lost in putting all the departments as transferred and

" doing away with dyarchy altogether. Land Revenue, Forests, and

Law and Justice, and all other departments can be worked just as
satisfactorily by the transferred half as they are by the reserved half.
We do not want to lose revenue. In Bombay, although ““ Forests* is
o transferred subject, thera are no complaints that the department
hfas been mismanaged by the Minister in charge. We are just as soli-
citous as the Reserved half for safeguarding the interests of revenue,
The division of subjects, into * Central,’ * Reserved " and ‘ Transferred’
has not besn found to be satisfactory, For instance, in the excise
department, we could not give proper effect ta the policy of Prohibition
ac:cep’ced by the C. P. Government unless we had control over “Foreign
Lu}uor." There are other matters which stand in a similar position.
Tt is therefore absolutely necessary that all subjects should be transfer-
red and worked through popular ministers, and that they should be
subject to the full sontrol of the legislatures. With these romarks, I
bave great pleasure in supporting the resolution.
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Rao Bahadur G, K. Chitale: ( Ahmadnazar) addressed the RaeBabadur

-meeting in Marathi, The following is a summary of his remarks :—

Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen, the resolution which has been
placed before you is that of self-government or Swaraj, I need hardly
say that the Liberal Federation gives prime importance to this resolu=-
tion. My friend, the mover of the resolution, has explained to you
how the eystem of dyarchy works and how it has worked. Our ex-
Minister ( Dr. Paranjpye ) has also explained it to you and given to
you his experience, The sum and substance of all these explanations
is that both the Provincial Governments and even the Government of
India are mere puppets, 8o to say, in the hands of a saperior authority
sitting six or seven thousand miles away-~I mean the Secretary of
State in Whitehall, If this be true,—and I am myss!f inclined to be-
lieve it is substantially or at any rate to & great extent true,~then one
must admit that the whole position is unfortunate and pitiable. As
things stand, the Secretary of State for India gives orders to the Proe
vineial Governments and to the Government of India in most of the
important matters, You have got many instances of that in the last
few years. Mr. Montagu simply because of his authorising the pub-
lication of a telegram from India to him had not only to resign his po-
sition, but he could not even secure a seat in Parliament in the elece
tions which took place subsequently. He was completely thrown out,
It might interest you to know that some of the officials in India were
delighted at Mr. Montagu’s being compelled to resign. It would be no
exaggeration to say that Mr. Montagu was solely responsible for the
very existence and introduction of this Government of India Aot, I
have myself heard the expression *‘ kicked out * -used by certain offi-
cials on the resignation of Mr. Montagu. If we were told beforehand
that the Government of India was only a subordinate branch of the
Goverrment in England,~as we were told emphatically some little time
ago—probably men like our President of this session might not have

-cared to accept the high posts which they held._

Now, if we analyse the work which the Councils ware able to do
during the last three years, and try to ascertain to what extent the
Government has met the people’s wishes, you will find that Govern-
ment has thrown out almost all our resolutions. The reason for that
is, in my opinion, that Government knew that the Liberals who had
gone into the last Councils had not behind them, had not at their
backs, the support of the people. Therefore, they said to themselves
* We can very well disregard these councillors and refuse to give effect
to their resolutions or recommendations,” Now in the recent elec-
tions, other people have come in, but because they have not enough
confidence in themselves they say : * We shall have nothing to do with
your Council ; we are not geing to aceept any office or respounsibility."’
Now we find in some provinces these people have come in, after the
elections, in the proportion of 40 to 60 ; in some provinces they are in
the ratio of 42 to 75. I must say I had some hopes that at least in
those provinces where the Swaraj party had a majority, they would be
ready to accept the responsibility of office and not shirk it. But I con-
sider it most unfortunats that even in those provinees they have been
saying :  We are not going to accept any office or any responsibility.”
Their position is that they do not want to accept any responsibility or
any office and they do not, at the same time, want people to question
them as to what they are actuslly going to do. In short they have
taken up a position of something like non possumus, which I certainly
consider wholly improyer and unstatesmanlike. In a Council where
they have a distincet majority at their command, to say that they won't

accopt responsibility is certainly a position on which one cannot cone
gratulate them,

G. K, Chitsle.
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Now, a word sbout our Ministars. I do not t%)in‘s. it ‘would )be
wrong to describe them as people who hava to d;‘.nce-o;x-tslde‘t:xs ]JZU"U'J’I
(curiain). They cannct say opealy what passes iuside the curtain.
Ther have gotno independence whatever; no power to say anyvthizz of
their own. I reslly feel it is a good thing that these micisters b.ve
not been re-clectad in the recent elections. For, how long can thislife
of endeavouring to earry out the biddings of two opposits forces, witi-
out any hopa of pleasing either, ba tolerated by anybaiy? Of course, ]
do not blame the Miristers themselves; it is the faul: of the system it-
self. The Ministers are simply helpless, It is tha defect in the eonsti-
tution itself that has got to be remaoved and which is responsible for
the whole gitustion.

Those who say they have faith in the reforms hsve put forward
this.resolution in the clearest manner and I am glad they have done eo.
Now, I must say that speaking personally, when the Government of In-
dia have not given us even the few things which they could have givea
under the existing Government of India Act itself, if they were 59 In-
cliced, I really have not much faith in the demand for a statutory Com-
mission. Qnly recently we have been told : * The seed of reform has
just been sown; let it work af least for a short time; it is only three
years since it is growing; let us see how it takes root and grows; sure-
ly you should allow it at least ten years to show what it is capabls of
producing ; you eannot expect to reap the fruit within such s ridicu.
lously short time,” and so on and so forth, If the Government do not
pay any heed to this resolution of the Liberal Federation for the ap-
pointment of a statutory Commission immediataly, I think then there
wiil be hardly any alternative left for the party but to refuse to co-
operate with them and put forward a unanimous demand from the dif-
ferent parties before them. (Af this stage there was some interrugption
by amember of the audience, probably a delegafe.) Well, lock at
the position in Greece to~-dsy, for instarce, Even the King of Greecs
has been obliged to bow befors the people’s demand to abdicate and
vacate the throne, So I do not think if = unanimous demand were to
go up from the people, it could possibly be refused point-blank by the
Government.

Now, we have been tfold in this resolution and in some of the
speeches that this system of dyarchy has been werked and found wang- -
ing in several respects, and we have to see how the difficulties and
defects found in it have to be solvea and remedied. Itis for that pur-
pose that a statutory Commission is being proposed now. Now, assuwm-
ing that our request for the appointment of tiis Commissicn immediate-
ly is granted, even then I am afraid, knowinz a little about ths work-
ing of these committees and commissions, it will take some litile
time to select the personnel of the Commission; then some time further
before it can meet together; then the collection of evidence will take
some time, All these things bstween themselves will easily require
two to three years, and then a report will be preparzd and submitted to
the authorities. Then that report will have to be considered by the
authorities concerned, and thus before any eJact could be given to any
of those recommendations of the Commission, it will easily take
ancther five cr six years ‘rom now, if not more; so that the vear 1929—
in which a statutery Commission would have to ba appoizted under
the existing Act—will have beea resched in the process. In any case,
howaver, let us begin work now acd demand the appointmect of & Com-
mission immediately and see how it works, If in spite of our demand
as put forward in this resolution Government do not pay any heed to if
and refuse our request, then I think ir is up to us, up to the Liberal
Party, to bring forward a resolution that we do not at all want ‘his
dyarchy system of administration and we are nct going to work itand
we refuse to have anything to do with such a system. If we really
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that dyarchy has completely failed, then T think the Liberal Party
ought to put forward such a resolution ss I have indicated. I am
against this dyarchy system altogether. I heartily support the resolu.
tion, which, I hope, you will do well to carry unanimously.

Mr, A, P. Sen, (U.P.) said :—Mr. President, fellow-delegates,
ladies and gentlemen, after the able treatment of the subjsct of this re-
solution by the distinguished speakers who have preceded me, very
little remains for me to say. Official, or rather ex-official, experts have
spoken of the difficultiss of carrying on a dyarchical administration,
They have spoken of the administrative nesessity of making further
advance immediately, both in the Provincial as well as in the Central
Governments. I will only refer very briefly to what I consider to be the

" Demand for
self-govern-
nent.

Rao Bahaduar
G. K Chitale

Mr, A. Q. Sem

more fundamental necessity for self-zovernment. Afterall, this resolu-

tion embodies a demand for self government complete in the provinces
and almost complets in the Central Governament. I claim self-governs
ment because it is with me a necessity of a more vital character, I
claim self-government because my self-respset, because the national
self-respect, desmands it. National self-respect demands that we Indians
should be in our own country what others are in theirs, that we Indians
should ba in the British Empire equal partners with other members.
There is another reason why self-government is a ¢rying nead. We are
all aware that the doctrine of white domination, the doctrine of race
superiority is baing preached and practised within the British Fmpire.
Self-government alone can protect us against the invasion of that noxi-
ous doctrine. I think it was a Japanese gentleman, who said “what the
future has to fear is not a yellow peril but a white danger”” We can
avoid that danger if we are autonomous. With these words, ladies and
gentlemen, I support the resolution.

The President :—The resolution has been moved, seconded and
supported, and I put it now to the vote of the House.

The resolution, on being put to the vote, was declarad to have been
carried unanimously. '

Indians Overs2as,
Resolution 111,

 The President :—The third resolution will be moved by
Mr, Kamat. '

Mr, B, 5. Kamat, (Poons) :—Mr. President, ladies and gentle-
men, the resolution which I am moving now reads as follows, It is
about Indians overseas.

(1) This meeting of the all-lndia Liberals placss on record its indigna-
tion and res:ntment at the Kenya Decision of July last which, besides being
grossly unjustand invidious, violates the most solemn pledges of the Crown
and other constituted authorities, and its firm determination which is like=
wise the detzrmination of th: whole of India, never to accept any settles

The President.

Indians Overseas.

Mr. B §. Kamat.

ment which assigas to their countrymen in Crown Colonies, particularly -

Kenya, a status in any way infzrior to that of any ‘othar class of His Maw
jesty's subjects. This meaeting trusts that thz Committ=z to be ape
pointed by ths Governm:nt of India in pursuance of the Resolution of the
last Impzrial Conference will be able to szcure for Indians in Kenya a posi-
tion in keeping with hzr recognised status as an equal partner in the British

Commonwealth, besldss safeguarding in an effective mannar their econo-
mig interests,

(i1) This meeting further views with alarm the teadency of the provi-
sions of the Kenya Immigration’Bill and requests the Government of India,
notwithstanding the unfavourable attituds of ths Secretary of State for
the Colonies, to press upon him the necessity in ordinary good faith of de-
laying the progress of the Bill through the Kenya Legislatura until the
Committee above mentioned should have had opportunities of examining
the measure and discussing its provisions with the Colonial Office. This

19
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meeting is further of the opinion that the Government of India should
without delay appoint a strong and representative Committee and sead if to
England at the earliest possible date to raise the question with regard to
the Kenya Immigration Bill with the Colonial Oifice,
© (iit) In view of the facts that the political, civic and economic interests o
Indiang in South Africa have been for generations without adequate protec™
tion, that at {he present moment their economic status is further threatened
by the imposition of restraints which are humiliating to this country as well
as injurious to their interests and that the position of Indians within the
Union of South Africa excepting Cape Colony has, during man yyears beea
inconsistent within their status as subjects of a common Sovereign and with
the national dignity of India, this meeting of the all-India Liberals strongly
urges the Government of Indla and the Secretary of State to take effective
retaliatory measures against the Jovernment of that Dominion whose re-
- presentative refused even at the last Imperial Conference to explore any
avenue for the redress of the grievances of Indians, great numbers of whom
were born in that country and own it &s theirs. In particular, this meeting
recommends the imposition on non~lndian South African Colonials of re-
ciprocal restrictions and disabilities in respect of the franchise, both poli-
tical and municipal, eligibility for the public service and the right to hold
properties and trade, mining and nauigation licenses.

{iv) This meeting strongly urges (1) an amendment of the Racial Disw
tinctions Removal Act so as to deprive non-Indian South Afcican Colonials
in India of the special privileges still accorded to them in criminal trials, and
(3) the imposition of a prohibitive import duty on South African coal, tak=
ing care at the same time, by suitablemeasures, to proyvide adequate facifi«
ties to Indian coal in the way of transport and otherwise.

Theesolution is a long one. I am afraid I shall bea little too long,
but I do hope considering the importance of the question you will kind
ly bear with me. I am not going into the long history of the Kenya
question or the history of the Indians overseas in cther parts of the
Empire. The history is probably well known to every ome of you, I
propcss briefly to refer to certain events since the July decision was
given and I wish to confine myself in the latter portion of my remarks
to what attitude we Liberals at the present moment should adopt with
reference to this question of Indians overseas and specially about Kenya,
8o far as the decision in July last was concerned, most of us have
spoken, my friend the Right Honourable Mr, Sastri and many others
have spoken, about the question on various platforms, and all that we
now want to do is to re-affirm our expression of indignation and resent-
ment at that outrageous decision of July last. We have often heard
from British historians and others that we in the East are characteris-
ed by the sense of what they call oriental cunning and diplomaey. Wall,
when we went to Epgland and had first-band experience from men in
authority there, men who handled this Kenya question, when we ob-
served how they dealt with this Kenya question, with what subtlety,
what misrepresentation, exaggeration. and distortion, they tried to
meet the issue, I really thought that it is not we the Easterners who
have that “oriental cunning” and diplomacy, but it is the Waesterners
at the present moment, not the general Britisher, but at any rate the
British statesmen responsible for that White Paper who are now
pervaded with that “oriental cunning and diplomacy” of which we
have heard so long. On every page of this Whita Paper, in every line
of this White Paper, there 18 nothing but subtlety, cunning and diplo~
macy. Allexceptions and explanations are put in in such phrassology

that the so-called Oriental cunnicg and diplomaoy is nothing when com-

pared with the cunning, subtlety and diplomacy used in that docu-
ment,

.Now, after this reiteration of this resentment and indiguation
against the British statesmen on this deoision, I shall now turn to the
rocent eve_n.ts which have ooourred since the July deoision was given
by the British Government and Parliament. We ghall then judge what
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attitude we have to adopt with reference to Indians overseas and also Indians Oversease
with reference to the Government of India and the higher authorities,
We know since the July decision was given the Imperial Conference
has been held. After the decision was given, the whole country
from one end to the other was agitated over this outrageous decision.
The country was stirred to its depths, meetings were held all over, and
at that time we thought that it was our bounden duty to express our
indignation and resentment with one unanimous voice and, if possible,
to support our distinguished countryman, our ambassador, [ mean Sir
Tej Bahadur Sapra, who represented India at the Imperial Conference.
I do think that that attitude whioh the country adopted of universal re-
sentment and indignation has had its effect and we see, partially at
any rate, gome result of that expression of resentment, at any rate in
the proceedings of the Imperisl Conference. Now, what has the Im«
poerial Conference done and what have we, through our representative
st the Conference, achieved ? In the first place, thanks to the efforts,
the tact and the skill of Dr. Sapru, one distinet gain is that, so far as
the Dominions are concerned, they are prepared to help us and they
have given certain pledges, I take if, and we can see from the address
of the President yesterday, that Mr. Mackenzie King, Mr. Bruce and
Mr, Massey have in so many words pledged thamselves to accord every
possible help to any committess whom we might send to their respec-
tiva Dominions, and to see that the position of Indians there isimprov-
ed a great deal. I believe the proceedings of the Conference could be
split up broadly into three portions: First, with reference to Indians
1n the Dominions ; secondly, what we have achieved with reference to
Crown Colonies ; and lastly, whether we have achieved anything at all
inrefarence to South Africa. Now, I will just describe to you what Dr.
Sapru has been able to do and achieve with reference fo .the
Dominfons, I know there are some amongat us in this country
who have no faith whatsoever in any committees, in any good coming
out of any committees whatever. It is, I confess, arguable that
committees are of no avall, and if that is so, then those of us
who honestly feel that the schems of committees will be of no avail are
perfectly open to hold that view and to take no further part in the
golution of this difficult problem for the simple reason
that they have no faith in the committees. But to. those
of us who do think-~and I think that the large majority in this Con-
ference do think—that we have gained at least one step in advance, to
those of us who think that these committees might bs able to achieve
gome good, say at least two anpnas in the rupee, I maintain that in re-
spect of the Dominions at any rate, thers is only one attitude and one
attitude only possible for us, namely, to hold your judgment in suse:
pense, to await the result of the working of these committees, and not
only that, but to go ahead and so create, if possible, an atmosphers of
goodwill for the work of those committess so that afterwards you need
not repent that you gave no fair opportuuity both to your committees
or to the Dominions to come to a satisfactory result. - With reference,
therefore, to the Dominions, I maintain that the only logical conelu-
sion we can arrive at is this that we must create an atmosphers of
goodwill for the operation of the proposed committee to visit those parts

and to arrive at some satisfactory decision. That is so far as the Do-
minions are concerned,

Mr. 8. 8. Kamai,

Now, with reference to the Crown Colonies, what has happened
since the July decision is this : Thanks again to Dr, Sapru's work, the
G?vemment of India have now got the privilege of negotiating directly
w_’lth the Colonial Office, and not only that, after a good deal of hesita-
tion and a good deal of struggle, Dr. Sapru has achieved one thing,
namel.y. that he has taken a promise from the Seoretary of State for the
Colonies that any committee that may be sent over will be heard oare-
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fully and will be given a very close and earnest attention, Now it
does not necessarily mean that the Kenya dsoision will be medified or
reversed. But it means st all events this much, that if your commita
tee is to be heard carefully and if the committee has to do any good,
the responsiblity is on you that you must maintain, till your commit-
teo visits the Colonial Office and till the negotiations are ra-opened, ar.
atmosphere of goodwill, of po-operation, and not one of retaliation, so
far as the working of the committee goes, But, on the other hand, I
maintain again that if after giving a fair trial to the scheme of 8 com-
mittes, if after sending a strong and repregentative committee,
you find that the committee was absolutely treated with neglect orthat
the committee was ignored, then it is perfectly open to usonce again to
revert to the principle of retaliation and to adopt those messures
of whioh we have boen talking sinoe Septemberlast. I contend, therefore,
that till we see the result of our efforts during the next three or four
months, till we watch the operations of this committee, we must re-
main in a epirit of goodwill, and I say that it would be perfectly open
to India to revert to the position of retaliation, after seeing the re- .
sult of this committee during the next few months, That is so far as the
Crown Colonies are concerned.

Now, I turn at this stage to one more thing which has occurred
ginoe the July decision was given, namely, the publication of the Im-
migration Bill, which forms the second part of the resolution in my
hands. At the outset of my remarks, [ referred to the subtlety, cunning
and diplomacy of the British statesmen. I can read in this Bill the
same subtlety and-cunning to which I referred in the earlier part of my
speech, Those of you who have read the White Paper will have noticed

“one or two things about the Immigration fcontrol. In September of

1922, a settloment was arrived at between the IndiaOffice and the
Colonial Office called the Wood-Winterton agreement, By that agree-
ment both offices then committeed themselves to the view that there
was no need for any control or for any restriction over immigration or
any change whatsoever with refarence to immigrants from India into
South Africa or Kenya or any other country at all events im 1922. I
shail read to you the very words of the agresment of Septeraber 1922
and I shall then ask you what has oceurred during these fifteen months
to changa the situation accepted by the Colonial Office last yearso as
to compel them to introduce in such hot haste such drastio clauses a
we have read of in a summary given by the newspapers, In September
1922 with reference to the immigretion question, this is what the agrea-
ment said : “It will be announced that under the present circumstances
no change was contemplated in the existing regulations”, namely, re-
gulations about immigration,

Now, if no control on immigration was necessary then, I ask what
is the necessity for a change now ? Has the influx of Indians into
Kenya gone up ? I will read an extract from one of the Colonial papers,
It shows that so far as the influx of Kuropean immigrants is concerned,
the wage-earners and the ex-soldiers have increased in' the Kenya
Colony in the ratio of one to thres, and on the other hand, so far as the
Indian immigration into Kenya is concerned, it is suthoritatively stated
by our friend Mr. C. F.. Andrews that the Indian influx inp.
stead of being doubled, or trebled or anything of thab sort, has gons
down! Not only has there beer. no increase whatsoever in the immigra-
tion of Indians, but, on the other hand, owing to the harassment and
pereecution of Indians, people who had set up their houses in Kenya,
gottled in Kenys, have returned to the Iudian shores and there
has been no increase, as the white settlers thera have been falssly and
dishonestly maintaining, If there hasbeen any influx at all, it is the
influx of the white wage-earners, If, thersfore, any restriction or con.
trol is necessary, it is, as my friend the Right Honoursble Mr. Sastri
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in an address whioh he gave recently in anothar place pointed out, the Indians Overs

control of tha white immigrants and not of Indian immigrants, Yet
we £nd the Kenya Government is showing such dreadful haste to push
this Bill throuzh. Not only that, there is still ons more evidence of
rushing this Bill without making sufficient enquiries whish the Colonial
Office themselves had promised to make, In the White Papsr it was
pointed out that a close enquiry into the populatior of the carpenters,
the traders and other artisans in Kenya and Uganda was absolutely
necessary and would be undertaken. The Colonial Office took a very
astute position. They say:"“We do not recognise the colour bar, but
itis because of the ecomomic necessity of protecting fhe African
natives that ¢ontrol isnecessary.” That being the position, they wanted
to take a census of the peopls in Kenya, and, if any control was found
neceszary after that, then the Immigration Bill was to be introduced, I
doubt whether between July and the introduction of this Bill, any close
or careful enquiry, which was promised by the Colonial Office, has really
been Leld, and if so, whether it has bean a careful enquiry at all, im-
partial both to Indizns and other immigrants into the Colony. We,
therefore, have to protest firat of all against the haste with which this
Bill is being pushed forward and, secondly, wa want to demand that If
at all they want to introduce this Bill, we must be given a fair oppor-
tunity—the Committee to be sent from here must be given a fair oppor-
tunity—to examine the defails of this Bill before the Colonial Office
can accord its saunction to such a mischievous piece of legislation as
this Bill promises to be.

I now come to the third part of my resolution, namely, with. re-
ference to South Africa, As I explained to you in the first part of my
remarks, our attitude towards the Dominions ought to be one of hold-
ing our judgment in suspense till the result of our sending & Com-
mittee is known, and with reference to the colonies I have just ex-
plained that we have a right to send a Committee to meet the Colonial
Office and we must wait to see what consideration they give to that Com-
mittee and what opportunity to reopen the Kenya question they give
us, But with reference to South Africa, as the address of the President
has clearly explained to us, the position is absolutely impossible owing
to the attitude of General Smuts. General Smutshas declared in somany
words that to give the franchise to Indians is impossible. We take
up that challenge. General Smuts having declared the position to be
impossible and, as there is no further hope left, no further avenue of
Indians getting redress left, and as we are not prepared to folerate
this position any longer, we are now obliged to concentrate with specifie
reference to the South African Union upon an attitude of retaliation,
wherever possible. The third part of this resolution distinetly lays
down that the National Liberal Federation, in view of the attitude of
General Smuts with reference to South Africa and of the disabilities
of Indians in regard to franchise and other matters, is to-day urging
the Government of India and the Secretary of State to take effective
retaliatory measures azainst the Government of that Dominion, Speak-
ing about retaliation, I shall explain in a few observations what I
mean and what possibly many of my friends mean when we have in
view retaliation. If you propose retaliation at all in a country like
this, situated as we are constitutionally, I for one feel that there are
three or four conditions necessary before we can talk of retaliation,
First of all, we must be honestly convinced that our proposed retalia-
tion would be practicable and feasible and likely to be effective in some
degree at any rate. Secondly,I feel owing to the constitution through
which we are now passing, whatever the limitations of the Govern-

ment of India might be,~limitations which my friend the Right
Honourahle Mr. Sastri has given vigorous expression to,~whatsver our

ambiti%ns to remove those restrictions when the Government of India
1

seas.

Mr.

B.S. Kanat,
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‘ -ihuOvm will be really a responsible Government in the true sense of the imrd,

" g1l we reach the stage of having real self-government, our only posi~

l""s' .mate gion possible is that not only retaliation must bs practicable, but
’ ' . we must carry the Government of India with us.

" Further, wa ask that thers should be a reta.hatory tszf agninst '
South African coal. We wish that every man,_in the country ia.the
first place should oall npon every menbar of the legislaturas t3taks up -
this question ; if the menbars of the lezislatures takaup this question -
of raising the tariff and if they maanazs the whole thing in the proper
apmt in ths Astembly, it is oonceivable that they will bring to bear
upon the Government of India the requisile pressare to adopt this palioy
of retaliation with raferencs to Sonth Afrisan o63al. . Bat, whatever
the people of the country might ask their membars ani their raprasent.
atives in the legislatures to ds and whatever tha membars of tha lezis-
‘lature may. be able to do with vizoar, ultimately it comas to this that
anless, constitatad . as we are, the Goverzment of India take np the
‘ondgels oa your bohalf and give their consent to .raise tho hrlE
‘against South' African ooal, it i3 mot pissible for you to have
real retahatlon. The second requisits, therefore, I say, ia not only
' that yonr proposal must be a foasible one per se and on its own merits
_but that at the present momentat any rate it is not advisable for you
.to estrange the sympa.hlas of the Government of India and yet carry
op your retaliation pohuy 50 far a.s at any rate tha raising of the tariff
thxou,,h your leox.lature ltself is corcerned.

_ Thlrdly. let me- farther point out that if yon want to adopt the
pohcy of reta.hatlon. it is nok only neeesaary to carry tha Government
of India with' you, but it is necessary for us Libsrals to carry eo far
‘o8 possible all the politioal partiss in the country, the whole country
*in fact with us and with the Government of Iodia io our epacific propo-
‘sals for retaliation. I other words, . the third requisite isthat there
should b a unanimity of voice with reference to any specifio propo-
sa.ls “of retaliation. Ii ‘therefare, you proposa such measures - of
. yetaliation but if you ‘diffor betwesn yourselves, between the diff:rent
- political parties, the only result will be that the paople in England at
. the helm of affairs at tha Colonial Office will only eay that whatever
“retaliation is demanded by the National Liberal Faderation and sup-
porhd by the Goverament of India's personnel for the time beinz, this
_ 18 mot  supported by &ll the political parties in the country with
nference to thess specifia measures which yoa select, then natarally I
say the resu't upon them will be not to give sufficient heed to your pro-
posals of xotaliation. The whole question, therefore, res-lves iteelf into
 this, as the fourth part cf this resolution poiats out, we ara preparad for
- yotalistion's we are prapared for practical methods of retsliation on
. Bouth African Coal, bat we also reccgnise that in the situation as we
lrc.untll weare abls to have a Government of Indis fally our own, we
- must earry the Government with us; otherwise I ask, how ia this Com--
 mittee, which is shortly going out, going to meet the Colonisl Ofice?
. Who is going 10 eeleot them, if you are going. to antagonise the Gov.

~ernment of India? How ean yon ever expect that Committea to receive
sll the help which it mast reseiva if it is t> make itself effactive atthe
Colonial Office ? : Farther, if yon ara askiog that tke Kenya Immigra-
tion Bill, for instance, ought to ba shown to you and that the conseat of
the Colonisl Ofice should bs withheld until the provisions thereof have
been examiced by the' Goverament of India; if youantazonise the
Gourumant of India, I aak agaia : is it possible for you to get all the
belp necessary if yon wish to carry through the scheme of
committees or oarry any Bill for the raising of tariff which you
are now thinkiog of venturing upon. I, therefore, think that what is
necasiary now fur osto dois to deolara emphatioslly that we are for
retaliation ; thatso far as the Dominions are concerned, we shall tey
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the committees and if these committees fail, we shall then revert [idiaunOverseass
to the policy of hitting back as hard as we can;thatso far as the
colonies are concernad, we shall negotiate in 2 spirit of friendliness
with the Colonial Office during the next foew months and if they are
adamant, if they are antagonistic, we shall sgain revert to the
policy of retaliztion, and that so far as South Africa is conceraed, we

.aro from to-day out and out for retaliation ia respect of South African
coal ; and also in respect of the privileges given to South African colo-
qials in India,

B. S. Klllll.

With these words, ladies and gentlemen,‘ Icommen‘d this reso-
lutioa to your hearty and unanimous acceptance,

Mr. G, A. Natesan, (Madras) :—Mr. President, Ladies and
Gentlemen, I propose to give my genaral support to ths terms of the
resolution which has just been moved by my friend, Mr. Kamat, I do
not propose to deal in detail with the many clauses which are contain-
0d therein,

Clause (3) of the resolution is a strongly worded clause. It refers to
the conduct of General Smuts and the situation of ourhslpless country.’
“men in South Africa; and when I think of this clause, my memory
takes me back to the days of the heroio struggle which Mr, Gandhi
and our brava countrymen waged in South Africa and to the conclu-
sion which, reluctantly but after a long series of experiences, he came to
viz., that as between British and Indian interests, in the end Indian in-
terests are bound to suffer and justice could not be obtained at the
hands of the Briwish Cabinat. The truth of this statement, however
unpalatable it may be, is brought home to cur minds when we find that
to-day in South Africa itself, General Smats, who, under pressure of the
Tmperial Government, then was a party to what is called the terms of
the Smuts-Gandhi Agreement, has not only troken some of the terms
most shamefully but is also forging fresh weapons for harrussicg and
ill-treating our countrymen in South Africa. If further evidence were
needed to show that when the interests of Indians and of whites con-
flict, the British Cabinet has no scruples in sacrificing our interests,
‘we have only to look back to the Kenya decision which came a few
months ago &s a bolt from the blue not only to us but to our country- T
men in that part of Africa. OQur countrymen are ths earliest scttiers
and they are much larger .in number than the Britishers: who went
there much later. And I make the statement, which is accepted by all
parties and by men of all creeds, by all statesmen and politicians, that
‘we are all united in saying that the interests of the Indians there, the
gelf-respect and the honour of India have been sacrificed most cruelly
by the British Cabinet. Considering the situation a little further, we
fipd that a number of Europeans of Kenya threatened disobedienoe,
not civil discbedience, but actual rebellion. In contrast to that, our
countrymen thera pursued the path of peaceful and constitutional agi-
tation, and are still pursuing the same path. They go to London, they
send a deputation, and they ask the Governmdat of India to send a
deputation ; 2]l their methods are pesaceful, whereas the British settlers
in Kenya held out threats of armed rebellion and in the end we find
that those that threatened armed digsbedience and rebellicn have suo-
ceeded, It is not a very happy lesson indeed to ba taught to Indians
when already rome are talking of civil disobedienca ! More than this,
within a week or a fortnight after the deliberations of the Imperial Con-
ference, in which our esteemed President, Dr. Sapru, was able with con-
siderable difficulty to wricg out a sort of promise from the Duke of
Devonshirs that he would be glad to consid:r the proposals of com-
mittees which would te sent, the news is lashed forth thatthe Kenya
Immigration Bill ia to be passed ! Its provisions, to say the least, are
-atrocious ; thoy sre revoliing ; they are unjust; and thefact that the
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Tndlans Oversear. torms of this Bill have beer adumbrated in Kenra in spite of the for.

pr.B. 8 Kamat.

muls devised and accepted by the Imperial Conference is proof snough,
to my mind, that the suthorities there ard even the British Cabinet are
but flouting publie opinion and insulting us in out faces, My friend,
Mr. Kamat, who has had considerable experience end who has had the
privilege or the misfortune of dealinz with DBritish statesmen in con-
nection with this question, has come to the lamentable conclusion that
they are cunning ( Lauvhter), Inthe matter of Indians Overseas, the
sonduct of the British Cabinet has bean most ignominious; to use the
wotds of the late Lord Morley, it has been a masterpiece of melan.
oholy meanness and with the authority of my friend Mr. Kamat, who
has counselled care, prudence and patience in handliog this ditfeult
problam, I wish to recall to you the words of an American poet who
gays “that earth i3 weary and Heaven is sick of all the hollow words.
that kings and statesmen utter.”

" Now, from this unfortunate and unpleasant situation I turn to the
attitude of the Governmeunt of India, and, as has been acknowledgad by
the Right Honourable Mr, Sastri and others who have had anything to
do with the Government of India, and also realised by those of us that
have also read the Government of India’s documents and despatches
published for public informatior, I wish to express my gratefulness to
the Government of India for the gallant and brave stand they have
made on behalf of Indians overseas. But, gentlemen, my friend, Mr.
Kamat, will allow me to say that the limitations of the Government of
Tudia are still there, avd I think, will continue to be thers for some
time longer—longer perhaps than even most of us think it necessary.
I think, therefore, it will ba a great pity if we now suspend our agita.
tion, if we now stop our programme of making Britishers in England
feel that this country is at ons with our countrymen in Kenya with
regard to the injustice and humiliation that hasbeen inflicted on them
and that we are not going to stand this nonsense any longer. By all
means, let the Committee go to England. I want, if [ may say so re-
spectfully, that there should be a parallel agitation here unparalleled
in the history of this country which will make Britishers in England
feel that India is very serious about this question and that we are not
going to take this insult lying down. By all means, let our methods
be constitational ; but even constitutionally I feel that all Liberals
have not exhausted all possible sources of constitutional agzitation.
Thers is yot a great deal to be done and I do wish and plead ear-~
nestly that all that can be done is done, More than anything else, the
humiliation, the helplessness, and the feeling of despair that overcomes
us often when we consider this question is dus to the fact that with
all the help the Government of India is giving us the Government of
India is not one of our own, If the Government were our own,

“no Secretary of State would Lave dared to refuse even to have

a foew parting words with so distinguished, illustrious and
honoured a countryman of ours as the Right Honourable Mr.
Sastri (Shame, Shame), It is because the Government i3 not ours, that
we have had to stand the Kenya insult. Whils, therefore, wa are con-
tinning this agitation for the removal of the grievances of our country-
wen overseas, it seems to me that suocess and victory, if itis at all to
come, can only be achieved when we come near tha day woe shall have
self-government in this country. But Self-Government cannot be
?chleved, if even amongst ourselves, even in this small body and
I our relations with our bodies, we should show to Iingland
that we are divided, that we are not united in our agitation
that we are not esrnest - and sincers inall that we Ray about
the treatment of Indians overseas and in our demand for self-
government which will enable some of our countrymen to rise, it may
be even after many yoars, to rise up as citizens or members of a self-
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governing India, to enable Indians tosay : “If you will not give us what 1,4;,04 Overseast

we demand by right, our country to-day is self-governing, it has resour-
cos of its own, and will see that her rights are not denied.”

Mr. N. M, Joshi, (Bombay), speaking in Marathi, explained
the clauses of the resolution. Mr. Joshi impressed upon the Federation
that the question of Indians overseas affected not only Indians but the
whole coloured part of the world.

The first question, he said, related to the Kenya Colony. That
colony was really sn Indian colony; Indians first went tolive there
gseveral years before the Europeaus ever thought of migrating to that
part of Africa. Not only that, but even the railways, telegraphs and
such other public works had been built with the help of Indian labour
and Indisn mechanics settled there.

The second thing to be remembered was that the number of Euro-

peans was very much smaller than the number of Indians and there

was 1o reason whatever why Europeans should seek and be given any
preference at all. The British Government had given their Kenya de-
cision which, in the opinion of Indians throughout the country and
outside, is most unjust, unfair and ought to be protested against with
all the means open to them.

The Indians settled in East Africa i. e. Kenya, were somewhat
more educated and financially better-off than Indians settled in South
Africa. In South Africa the Indians had gone under what is called the
Indenture system, They were mostly labourers, mechanics, carpenters,
agriculturists, traders.  The South African Whites having suc-
ceeded in developing the country and in improving agriculture with the
help of these identured Indian labourers, they were now trying to get
rid of those self-same Indians and had recently begun a campaign of
persecution and terrorism.  As Mr. Kamat had told the meeting, first all
possible peaceful means should be used. After they were exhausted,
they might take to retaliation. They should remember particularly
that when they adopted retaliation, their countrymen in South Africa
would ba prepared for certain trouble. It would be & sort of war bete
ween two nations and both sides were bound to suffer some losses by a
policy of retaliation, Retaliation by means of a high tariff against
South African coal and other produse would mean increased price for
coal consumed in India, If concessions for the transport of coal were
given, thers would be so much less revenue for railways. That
would necessitate the deficit being made good to Government by the
richer classes who would, I believe, be prepared to bear it rather than
throw it on to the poorer sections of the population.

The President then put tha resolution to the vote of the Federation
and declared it carried unanimously.
Boycott of the British Empire Exhibjtion.

The Right Honourable V., S, Srinivasa Sastri, P. C,:
Ladies and Gentlemen, I have the leave of our esteemed President to
make at this etage an important statement. You will see we have on the
agenda paper a resoclution*upon the subject of the boycott of the Impe-

# The resolution as adopted by the Subjeots Committee for being placed on the
agenda paper was as follows=—

IV—Boycott of the British Empire Exhibition.

As a protest against the Kenya Dioision given by His Majesty's Government
in July last, this meeting of the all-India Liberals urges the withdrawal by
all Governmerts iu India from partivipation in the British Empire Exhibition.

To be moved by :—Mr. Burya Narayana Rau (Madras ).

"To be seconded by :— Rao Babadur W. R. Dhoblay (0.2 ).

14 To be supported by ;— Mr. V, N, Barve ( Dhulia ).

Mr.B.S.Kamat,

Mr. NoM, Joahi,
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rial Exhibition, Certain differences have come into view over this
question whioh, if it were permitted to reach the final iasue of a vote,
might lead to consequences which we should all deplors and which
none of you would forgive us for bringing about. Itis, thersfore, con«
gidered desirable that this Federation should not discuss this subject at
all and we seek your permission to drop the matter at this stage, The
rules of procedure 8nd courtesy alike require that befors making such
an announcement, I should hava obtained the consent formally of the
Subjects Committes, That has, however, not been possible and T ask
the indulzence of the members of the Subjects Committes and of this
Federation as well for overlooking that point, We are the more bold
in overlooking it, because wae believe that if it had been submitted to
the vote of the Subjects Committae, the result would have been just
the sama,

The President: With the wish of the House that the question
should be dropped, I have only to say that so far as the proceedings of
the open House are concerned to-day, they will be over now and we
shall meet within an hour to discuss some very important questions re«
lating to the organisation of the party itself in the Subjecis Committee.
I, therefore, prop: se that the members, who are entitied to be present at
the meetings of the Subjects Committes, should meet in this very pandal
at 4 o’clock and I will beg them to be here at that time so that we may
give the amplest possible time at our disposal for the consideration of
the Liberal Party’s organisation, I think the Liberal Party, if it wants
toliveand I hopeit does, must first of all organise itself before it passes
13801Uti0NS. 0t verurearerveranens

Rao Bahadur W, R, Dhoblay ( Central Provinces) :—Mr,
President, may T enquire as to what should be the attitude of individual
members so far as the boycott of the Imperinl Exhibition is cons
carned ? .

The President :The Liberal Party as a Party does not stand
committed to the policy of boycott.

I may also inform you further that the open sessions will begin
to-morrow, Friday, at 12 o’clock noon, -

The Federation then rose for the day.

Third Day’s Proceedings.
Friday, 28th December 1023,

The President: You have, ladies and gentlemen, in your hands,
I believe, printed copies of resolutions which it is proposed to adopt
to-day in the morning sitting. It was decided last night that we
should have two sittings to-day, one lasting up to two o'clock and then
another from 3-30 till aslate in the evening as it may be necessary for
us to sit. The afternoon programme will be rather s crowded one and
I only remind the members of the Federation who are entitled to vote
that according to the arrangement of last pight we have got to meet
here at 2 o'clock to discuss an important matter. That will be a
meeting of the Subjects Committee and it will not be open to outs
siders. We then meet publicly at 3-30 p. m.

Now we shall go on with“the resolutions before us. There ara only
threa rerolutions whioh have got to be moved and seconded and support-
ed by speakers, So far as the other resolutions are concerned, they
will be put from the Chair and if you will permit me, I will dispose
of those which have got to be put from the chair. I now take up first
the following resolution —
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i ici L i . Separation o f
Separation of Judicial and Executive Functions, Sopsrationof
Resolution 1V. cutive Funotions.

i . -
This mazeting of the all-India Liberals deplores the delay incarrying into The President.
effect a fong overdue reform viz. the separation of Judicial and Executive
functions and urges the Government to lose no time in giving immediate
effect to it. ' )
On a show of hands, the resolution was declared to have been

carried.
Labour Representation, ’ Labour Repres

rontation.
" Resolution V. enta

The President : The next resolution on the agenda paper refers The President,
to Liabour Reprssentation and runs as follows :—

This meeting of the ali-India Liberals desires to press on Government
and Liberal organisations the nzed of encouraging the esiablishment of
trades unions in the country and of laboar being adequately reprecented in
Provincial and Centinl Legislatures by direct election instead of by nomi-
nation as at present.

On a show of hands, the resoluiion wa: declared to have been .
cdiried. :

Repeal cf the Princes Protection Act. -
Repeal of the

Resolution VI ‘ ’ Princes Frotecs
. . tion Aot.
The President:—Ths next resolution to be taken up runs as
under:— . Tha President

This Conference urges that the Indfan Princes Protection Act should be
repealed as eacly as possible, as it is opposed to the interests both of
British India and of the subject of Indian states.

On a show of hands the resolution was declared to Lave been
carried,

Retrenchment.
Resolution VII, , Retrenohment,

The President:—All these resolutions having been passed, I Mr.C.M.Gandhi
will now call upon Mr. C, M. Gandhi to move the resolution which
deals with Retrenchment,

Mr, C, M. Gandhi (Surat): Mr. President, fellow-délegates,

ladies and gentlemen, ths resolution that I have the homour to move
runs as follows:—

While taking mote of the recommendations of the Inchcape and the
various Provincial Retrenchmsent Committees, this mzeting of the all-India
Liberals calls upon the Central and Provincial Governments concerned to

give full effect to them and lose no timz in exploring further avenues
of retrenchment,

.

Itis a matter of regret that such a resolution should have to be mov-
?d fro‘m this platform, but to me it is not & matter of surpriss at all, know=
ing full well that Government hesitated long before they aoceptad the
resolution moved by my honourable friend Rao Bahadur Kale,
Having had to aceept it, they made the best of a bad bargain as well
a3 they could'and a Retrenchment Committes was appointed after a
considerable time. The results of the deliberations of that Committee
Wer'e pl}biishe<l in due time and we find that Government is not very
active in co?sidering and passing orders on those recommendations,
The reas?n‘ls not far toseek. The financial stringenoy which beset
tzhe Administration at that time ig now considerably relieved owing to
ll:ﬂpro‘vement in the sources of revenie and also because of the addi-
tional taxation which the Couneil voted at that time, to relieve the atrins
geney. Sound finance is the foundation of good Government and
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therefors if Government is to be carried on on a sound footing and all
pation-building departments are to be properly attended to, then
Government should not only effect all possible economies but try to
explore all further avenues of retrenchment. You will exouse me,
gentlemen, if I have to differ from my estesmed friend Dr. Paranjpye.
No doubt he fought valiantly for his department and tried to maintain
the level of the educational budget atss high a figure as was handed
over to him. Porbaps he even raised it to a little extent; but so far as the
other transforred departments are conoerned, my own study of the
figures of those departments has been that all the other transferred
departments have fared worse, No doubt one may differ from him when
he says that all the Ministers were equally bound to share the burden
of the general eut of sixty lakhs which - was imposed upon Government
by the Council. At any rate that was not the intention of a large
number of members of the Council, They thought that economy
should be effected in other departments and all avoidable expenditure
should bs ruthlessly cut down. However, retrenchment was effectad
in all departments including the transferred departments also, but as
soon as the occasion passed off, Government have becoms very indiffer-
ent and one wonders whether the promise which they gave to the
Council, namely, to effect retrenchment and effect a cut of sixty lakhs
has been faithfully carried out, No doubt no less a personage than
His Excellency the late Governor, Sir George Lloyd, claimed that they
not only carried out faithfully the promise they gave to the Council
but they further effected & much larger cut and reduced the expendi-
ture by one hundred lakhs., Itisopen to doubt thatstatement, although
it comes from so high an suthority. Government have been asked
publicly to give us the figures of retrenchment effected in all the several
departments just to show as to whether the economies were effected in
recurring expenditure or only in cutting out some items of non-recur-
ring expenditure for the year and though the Direotor of Informsation
was publicly invited to do so, up to this time he has not vouchsafed to
give us figures to satisfy the doubt which is lingering in the minds of
most of us. It is, therefore, that we now call upon Government by this
resoiution that they should not only effect retrenchment to the extent
to which they promised it to the Council, but carry out all possible re-
trenchment in the items suggested by the several provincial retrench-
ment committees and also to explore further avenues of retrenchment.
This is not going to be merely a begging resolution. We have the
power to enforce it and if your requisition is not carried out, the new
Couneil will have ample powers to enforce it. I will only show you
how, Gentlemen, you will remember that when the last Council
shouldered the responsibility of voting additional taxation, they also
reserved the power of enforeing their wishes upon the Government by
saying that the duration of the Court Fees Act would only be for two
yoars and that if Government did not accede to their desire,
and ocarry out the retrenchment a8 they desired, then it would
be open to the Council to refuse any further extension of that
.Act. The life of the Court Fees Act will be over in February next and
ff Government do not pay proper heed to our requisition as contained
ll_l this resolution, it will be quite open to the Council to enforce the de-
8ire of the people by refusing to vote the further extension of the Court
Foes Act, so that hore is a proposition in which we call upon Govern-
ment to do a thing which is dear to our hearts and which we are in a
i:;l;l?n tfo ]elnforoe if Government is not prepared to carry it out. But
trench]raz;genl: Cwell _that sever.al recor}lmendations by the several Re-
. 0“1{1‘1“993 may in practics be not foasible or may be inex-
!’;Z‘:';::i‘;"_tz" time being, wo eay that if all recommendations may
should bo ;;‘:ri::t. at legst such as could be carried out immediately
rebronoL t out and Government should explore further avenues of
ment 80 that they may be able to place our finance on & soun®
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footing. That is the prayer of this resolution and I am sure you will
all carry it with acclamation (Applause).

Mr, R, R, Jayavant, (Nagpur), speaking in Marathi, said:—
I take great pleasure in seconding the resolution which has just
been commended to your aceeptance. As you know, thers were two
types of Retrenchment Committees, one appointed by the Government
of India with Lord Inchcape at the head and the others brought into
being by the various provincial Governments known as Provinoial Re-
trenchment Committeas. When a deputation of commercial and busi-
ness men waited upon His Excellency the Viceroy, Lord Reading ase
sured them that as the Incheaps Committee consisted mostly of busi-
ness men, their suggestions would be given the greatest possible effect.
Lord Incheape’s Committee suggssted various cuts in the several

Retrenchmont,
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vant,

departments of the Government of India, Civil as well as Military, .

The Inchcape Committee was alive to.the importance of military ex-
penditure. It could not be said by anybody to have been capable of
disregarding it. But the way in which Government treated their re-
commendations in spite of assurances to the contrary shows the Gov-
ernment mind. Out of a proposed cut of 1014 crores in military expen~
diture, effect was promised to the extent of only 534 crores, while
out of the 814 crores ¢ut recommended by the Inchcape Committee, in
so far as the other departments were concerned, 814 erores have been
given offect to | These departments touch the daily life of the people
and in these dopartmeats, it is noteworthy to remember that such a
huge cut has been made already.

The results of the recommandations of the Bombay Retrenchment
Committee and the action taken thereon by Government have been re-
lated to you by Mr. Gandhi,

Now as ragards the Central Provinces, I was a member of the Come
mittes apprinted thers. Wo had a very high I. C. 8. British Officer of the
rank of Commissioner as the Chairman. This Committee had in all
seven members, I have the report of the Retrenchment Committee here
in my hands, It gives a list of the various suggestions put forth and
the action taken therson by Government which had promised all the
~ best consideration to the suggestions of the Committes. I have made
an analysis of the recommendations. There were 114 items. The Gov-
ernment Resolution dealing with them says that 57 were considered by
Government to be impossible owing to various difficulties. Out of the
remaining 57 items, Government gave a definite “No” to 36. Of the
remaining 21, ten were partly accepled and eleven wers accepted in
full by Government, Our Committee recommended a total cut of 80 or
81 lakhs out of which only 5 or § lakhs has been retrsnched.

There was a very important recommendation in regard to the reor-
gauisation of the Central Provinces by cutting out some six distriets,
Some of our districts at present consist of two or three talukas as
against 10 or 12 in the Bombay Presidency. Each distriot as now con-
stituted has a Deputy Commissionar or a Collector, a District Superin-
tendent of Police and a Civil Surgeon, each with an establishment of
his own. This reminds me of my College days. We had an American
Professor who once told us that the Swiss Republic is composed of
smaller republics, the size of which is such-that a man could easily spit
across them. This deseription isby no means inappropriate to some of
our districts, and yet Government does not seem to be moving in the
direction of reducing their numberl

Similar is the woeful tale of the action taken by the different Gov«
ernments now operating in India and I would, therefore, commend the
reqlution before you to your whole-hearted acceptance.

Thg resolution was then put and declared carried,
1
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Removal of the Sex Disqualification,
Resolutlon VI

The President: I will now call upon Mrs. Ramabaisaheb
Ranade to move resolution No.'VIII on the removal of the sex disqua-
lification.

Mrs, Ramabaisaheb Ranade (Poona) on rising to address
the meeting, was given a loud ovation. Speaking in Marathi, she
said :— .
Mr. President, sisters and brothers, I - had never thought that I
would be called upon to move this resolution. But I could not refuse
to obey, when called upon by the President to take part in this discus-
gion, As you know, all things have a limit. True it is that woman
has the good qualities of patience and of suffering rather than making
others suffer, True also it is that although women, though unable to
redress their wrongs by themsslves, at present seek the help of their
men. Equally true it is that whera the reputation of women is con-

. carnad, they do not let 'heir inheront spiritedness and bravery lie low.

You have known of instanoes when women, driven to the wall by men,
have comae out and defended their honour. Women do not propose any
longer to content themselves with the second place in lifse which men
have assigned to them. They are determined to come to the front, to
taks part in the various movements of the country not mersly social
but political also for the betterment of their country. I, therefore, on
behalf of my sisters plead to you, men, to accept the resolution which
runs as follows +—
This meeting of the all~India Liberals is of opinjon that the time has
arrived for the removal of the sex disqualification in regard to membere
ship of and franchise for the Provincial and Central Legislature.

This resolution affects nearly fiftcen crores of the population of
this country, not a mere few hundreds, I express an earnest hope,
therefore, that all men will come forward to help woman in this respeot
and not allow this question to remain dormant.

As I said at the beginning, I am not well and did not expect to
take part in these deliberations to-day. ‘With these remarks, I once
again request you earnestly to pass this resolution.

Mrs, Kashibai Deodhar (Poona): Mr. President, ladies and
gentlemen, it is often with unselfish and farseeing gardeners to work
hard at the churlish soil, sow the ssed of a big tree and rear the plant
with tender care without minding whether it will be his good fortune
or that of posterity to enjoy the fruit.

Such was the case with our western sisters when they agitated for
woman's enfranchisement, nay, even suffered innumerabla hardships for
the attainment of their goal

But women of Bombay, Madras and United Provinces should con-
gratulate themselves upon being saved all those troubles ouisfly because
our enlightened and sympathetic brothers promptly rising to their
gense of dignity and recognising us as better than lunatios and children,
championed our cause and helped us to claim the first rung of the poli-
tical ladder. To the same sympathatio and enlightenad brothers, I offer
o sincere vote of thanka on behslf of my sisters,

1 take this opportunity alse to express our deep sympathy with
those of our sisters who have not yet succeeded in securing the right
to vote. I urge them, however, to work with untiring zeal till they suc-
ceed in bringing home to the minds of the pubiis that not only
womsn's cause is man’s but man's cause is woman's too, and that hap-
piness and peace cannot reign in any country by trosting with div
graoce that half of the nation whioh has in its bands the mouldine of
the character of the whole nation and which is the source of insci &
tion to the dispirited, the disappointed and the humiliated. e
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Let me assurs you humbly, however, that I do not stand befors you
simply to do the soft duty of offering thanks and congratulations or
expressing sympathy, but to do the most difficult duty of laying
befors you the eager desire of my sisters to climb the next rung of the
ladder in the near future, that is, of getting woman's disqualification
to be elected as members of Legislative Councils removed.

To this somae of you might say that we women must remain cone
tented with what we have gained under the present circumstanpes. Buf
here I may humbly ask my enlightened brothers if they too are prepared
to remain contented with the share they are given in ruling their
mother-land. If it were s0, what need was there for the recent Kenya
agitation or what further need is there for the splitting of hair with

zegard to that question? Do not ideals change to suit changed
conditions ?

Whatever enthusiasm and sympathy our champions might show
at the Legislative Councils, they plead our cause there only from
imagination. It is only the wearer who knows where the shoe pinches.
From the low economic position we hold in the eyes of the law and
society, we have come to see that men will plead our cause only if it
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suits and when it suits their purpose, without caring to see that we

women as human beings have any ends of -our own. But wa cannot
blame men for doing this. As, if we had the making of laws in our

own hands, we might have been tampted out of partiality to our sex.

to render men as mere guardians or like the Tarawads of Malaban
we might have introduced the ceremony of Putradan in place of
Kanyadan and got it sealed with heavy dowry.

Soms of you might be inclined to say that it is rather too soon fo
demand the right to be elected as members of Legislative Councils.
But when India can produce able ladies lika Mrs. Sarojini Naidus
Miss Navarange or Miss Tata, will she not produce many more in the
near future if locked up potentialities be libsrated and proper opportu-
nities be given? Though many of my abler sisters are not coming
forward to plead their cause, still their eleoting me to speak on their
behalf is sufficient preof of their being alive to the sense of dignity of
the place they occupy in the nation.

The resolution was earried unanimously,

Protection to Indian Industries,
Resolution 1X,

The President : Resolution No, IX, Mr. C. S. Deols of Bombay

Mr, C, S, Deole ( Bombay ): Mr. President, fellow-delegates,
ladies and gentlemen, the resolution that has been entrusted to me
reads thus :

This meeting of the all-India Liberals is of opinlon that protection tfo in«
dustries of national importance should be given, the period, form and

degree of protection depending wupon the condition and prospects of each
industry. ‘

Ladies and gentlemen, this resolution is a very simple one and, there
fore, it stood in danger of being crowded out, I found at the Subjects
Committee two classas of peopla who wers opposed to it. Ore olass
was of opinion that it was too late in the day to pass such a resolution
a8 it was quite simple, Another class thought that it was too compli~
cated for a body like this and therefors, should not be taken up, Well,
this is a political body of Indians, Ia it possible for a body like this to
take such an indifferent view? On the contrary look at English-
men. What are they thinking ¢ What are they doing ? I will bring
to your notice some of the recent messages that have been received
through Reuter's Agency and I shall place before you first of .all
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the opinion of the person whose name has been neard during the last

Tndisa Industries. yo ) 4ove ot Jeast more than a dozen times. I mean Lord Inchcape.

Ke. G S;Deole.

-

What does he think of your industrial development? Writing to the
Spectator as ate as the 21st December 1923, he describes as a fallacy
the belief that India will bensfit by developing her own manufas-
tures and exoluding those of England, adding that India’s prosperity
lay in the exchange of commodities. Nothing was likely to benefit:
India more than the development of Agrivulture, He concludes that
India’s security from internal warfare and outside aggression and
welfare of the people will continue for many generations to be depan~
dent on the central Government headed by the Viceroy representing
the British Sovereign. Yestorday we' haove passed a resolution for
the immediate establishment of self-government, and here is Lord Inch.
oape, an eminent Englishman, who had recently the advantage of know~
ing India first-hand saying that the welfare and security of Indians
will continue for many generations to depend upon the British people !
There is the opinion of another Englishman to which I would like to
draw your attention, Addressing the East India Assooiation on the
17th December 1923 on the future development of Indian industries, Sir
Charles Low advocated gradual decentralization of industries. He
was of opinion that there would be & great industrial advance in the next
epoch. It was not likely that Government would attempt to pionesr
large industries. He therefora advocated Government supervision of
suitable crafts and technical training and asserted that England would
not be a loser by India's development but a great gainer. This is-
very good.

Then, I want to bring.to your notice the opinion of Sir Thomas
Holland who presided on the oceasion. He did not share Sir Charles
ng’s optimism and strongly criticised the delegation of Industries to
provineial oontrol, and also condemned a protective policy which was
as dangerous as drugs to's healthy man. I think India is not healthy
and protection will act as drugs to a sick man, and if for nothing elsa
at leass for this reason we should adopt this resolution. If you look
at the question only from the political point of view, I think there can
be no objection which can be brought against the resolution. If a
country is to be politically independent and politically self-suffcient,
then its industries must be developed. It should not be dependent

_ upon any other country. But is there an economic argument which
oan be mentioned in favour of this proposition ¢

On this proposition, as it is very natural, all economists, even the
ardent free-traders, are agreed that protection should be given for the
\/d?velopment of industries and that protection should be given in the
circumstances in which India is at present placed, If industries; which
are developed in foreign oountries, are to be naturalized, in a country
where they are perfectly suitable to jts circumstances, then protection
sh?u}d be given. That is the opinion of all economists, That is the
opinion of John Stewart Mill who was an ardent British advocate of
free trade. You will see that in India many industries ocan be
paturalized. At present they suffer from foreign competition. Other
oountr.ies had the advantage of having begun them earlier, If India
gots tlfne to acquire skill and experience which should be secured b
protection; she will also develop them and grow strong for oompetitiony.

There is the question of the iron Industry at present before you and
you must have read the evidenoce that is being recorded before the
Tar-lﬁ’ Board, There are many people who are coming forward and
saying that proteotion should not be given at all to this industry. At‘

the same time our own peopl i iali
s  people, the industrialists who i
developing the Indian iron industry, the Tatas, have as)?:; t}gfag:gtel;

tion to the extent of 33 1% per cent. Whether we can go in for such
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a high tariff and for such a kind of protection, well, we are not
prepared to say.

We have provided in the resolution that the period, form and degrea
of protection will depend upon the condition and prospects of each in.
dustry. We do not say what particular degree of protection should be
adopted. Weare not in a position to do that. It is the business of the
Tariff Board which has been appointed by the Government to inves-
tigate the matter. Their report will be out in about February, before the
budget is presented and then the country will be in & position to say
what degree of protection, what form of protection should be given fo
irdustries in ganeral and the Iron industry in particular. Buf general-
ly speaking, perhaps you will ask me to give you some idea as to the
period or degree or form of protection. As to the period of protection
which is the first point, personally speaking T will say ten years will
not be quite enough. If you want to give real protection and develop
industries, twenty years must bs considered reasomable., Kven thirty
years may not be quite unreasonable. If you want to give protection at
any cost, you may go even bayond that. In the case of certain indus-
tries, the period may extend to forty years. But we need not bind our-
selves down to this. :

Then as tothe degree of protection, it will all depend upon the form
of protection that you adopt. If you adopt the form of levying import
duties on foreign articles and if the industry is very important, then
any percentage may be reasonable and may bo defensible. At present
the opinion amongt the paople who have given any thought to the matfer
is that twenty per cent. on foreign iron may not be unreasonable. The
demand of the Tatas for 33 per cent, looks too much. In my opinion,
20 per cent. should be enough,

Then as regards the form of protection, whether the form of levying
import duties or giving bounty or subsidy should be adopted will de-
pend upon the conditions and upon the prospects that are brought to
our notice and to the notice of the country. For the Iron industry:
import duties will suit well ; but for the shipping industry subsidy will
suit better, I will not, however, trouble you at this stage with my
observations on this point,

Before asking you to pass this resolution, I would like you to refer
to one point. There are people who are opposed to protection for one
reason, and that is that protection will benefit the rich at the cost of
the poor, It is the consumers’ interest that must bs protected, I know
thers are people hers who think that no protection should be given, be-
eause it will fall heavily on the poor and the rich will profit thereby,.
Well, there ara two aspects of this question. One is the political and
the other is the economic. From the political point of view this argu-
ment may be overlooked. Ifthe country is to be made sslf-aufficient,
then any sacrifice is welcome, and is necessary. For instance, look at
the expenditure of the army. Even you are prepared to be satisfed by
a reduction of ten per cent. or twenty per cent. thers. But the Brussels
Conference of experts that has pronounced an opinion on this question
mentioned that not more than 20 per cent. of the national income should
be spent on the army. But we are spending more than 50 per cent.
Well, why are we spending 50 per cent. ? For political purposes. Now,
the political purpose hers is of thosa who are governing India. Even
if we had our own Government, we may have tospsnd more. But from
the economic point of view also, consumers’ interasts may be consider-
ed, We do not say here that industries should be protected for all time,
We are going to protect them as long as they are in an infant coudi-
tion, till they grow to manhood, till they grow to a stage whea they
will be a'le to stand competition. The consumers will suffer for a time,
but lalt%r on they will gain. Therefore even from the consumers’ point

Proteotion to
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of viaw, protection would be beneficial. So you will sea that looked at
from any point of view, there is no objection to the resolution which
has been proposed, and I hope you will give your support to it,

Mr. H, G, Parkhe, (Ahmednagar): Mr, President, the resolution
that T am going to second has been mosat eloquently and ably proposed
by my friend Mr. Decle. Iam not going to tire your patience by
repeating the same arguments; but I will try to make some ohservations
and troat this question from a different point of view.

Mr. Deole has told you about the importance and the neoessity of
protection. He has also dealt with the opinion that has been expressed
by various nglishmen and in the English press, But now what I wish
to point out is this thai we want protection. We ask Goverp.
ment to levy import duties, ;The Tariff Board is going to consider all
these things. But the question is what you yourselves are going to do
to protect our industries. That is the question that I shall have to deal
with in seconding this resolution.

Leaving aside all other things, I would take one industry and that
is the cloth industry. You here in this pandal see the saying which
says t¥Practise Swadeshi.”” Iask you, gentlemen, whether it does not
lie in our hands to protect our own industries,  Well, if this is
the case, then I ask you at all costs to be patriotic in promoting
the ocauge of swadeshi. I will just give you one instance that is fami«
liar to me, One gentleman, 8 responsible officer of Government, asked
me ; “How is it that you are & Liberal ? You have got a khadi eoat on and
how do you say that you are a Liberal ¢’ Itold him : " Well, my friend,
you are mistaken there. You are quite wrong. Liberals have never con-
demned khadi, They have condemned that statement of the other
party who say that this khaddar movement is the only sovereign remedy
to remove all our political grievances and that is what we do not listen
to.”” We Liberals have never found fault with this khaddar movement.
We have supported the swadeshi movement, You all are aware that
the late Mr, Ranade was the chief pioneer in organizing the swadeshi
movement (Applause). It is notan invention or discovery to us.

So I request you, geatlemen, if you would make it a point to put on
Swadeshi cloth including khaddar, I think we shall be doing justice to
this resolution about protecting our own industries and we shall be
helping the cause of our country too, So from the economie, political
and social point of view, I think if you all would act according to this
resolution, I am sure industries would prosper, With these few remarks,
I second this resolution.

The resolution was then put to vlrote and oarried.

The Army.
Resolution X,

The President :—Resolution No. X, Dr. Paranjpye.

Dr.R. P, F’a.x'anjpye, (Poona) :-Mr. President, ladies and gen-
tlemen, the resclution which 1s in my charge reads as follows :—

gl) This meeting of the all-lndia Liberals is emphatically of opinion that
itisthe duty of the Government to take steps for a more rapid training of
Indian officers in all arms of the army including the Air_ Force so: that the
army may truly be indianised at an early date, '

2) This meeting of the all-India Liberals considors that with a view to
expedite the indianisation of tha army and in th2 interests of national eco=
nomy, a substantial reductionin military expzanditure accompanied with a
reduction of British Troops now usad for internal s2curity purposes should
be effactad as soon as possible and that in any cass tha re:on‘:-nrndations
of the Inchcape Committas in this b=half be given effact to, -

(3) This nmzeting urgzs that the report of tha

i Militar 2qui a
Committee should be publishad without dalay. y Requivements
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(4) This meeting o1 the Liberal Federation is further of opinion that The Army.
Indian young men reading in Universities ‘or Colleges should be made to Dr. B.P. Paranje
undergo some military training and discipline. pye.

(5) This meeting of th2 Liberal Federation further urges that no distinc-
tion shouid be madz in the status ofjofficers:of the territorial and auxiliary
forces, and in the matter of granting King's Commissions.

Mr. President, this resolution is of the utmost importance if our
.gountry is to reach the goal that this Federation and all other political
-organizations in our country have placed bafore themselves.‘ I do not
_consider it reasonable that our people can always leave the defence of
‘our country in the hands of foreigners. If we want Swaraj or dominion
.self-government, we must ba prepared not only to get it but to retain it
for the futura. We cannot ask the British to surrender every source of
power and authority in the country and only to do the business of de-
fending our land and sea frontiers. I think history does not show a
-single illustration of a country which has remained independent unless
it has been propared to defend itself. And I therefore consider that the
question of the army is of the utmost importance to the development of
our own country. For the last century the people of this country have
‘been kept out of almost every connection with military and other simi-
lar matters. A few communities have only been used in order to re-
cruit the Indian section of the army and other parts of the country
‘have been left entirely in the cold. It has not always been so in
history. History records that peoples of different parts have played a
very noble and valiant part in the past in military matters, Of course,
tho times were different. People from ome part of the country
were fighting with'.people from the other part of the country,
but that does not mean that the various people in this country
are unft to bear the burden of military defence of our own country.
They may ‘be somewhat different in their temperament, but with the
advance in military science you will find that it is almost possible for
any body to make an efficient soldier. At any rate if we once confess
‘that certain parts of the country are not suitable for the recruitment of
officient soldiers, then our demand for self-government is necessarily
weakened to that extent. In these days,it is not the case of small
-standing armies all over the world. It is the case of nations under
.arms. And if we are tomeet effectively the competition of all the
world, evary soul in this country should be preparad to bear his burden
in the defence of his country. But in the organization of our army,
Goverament have always adopted a most reactionary policy.

The demand for Indianization of the army and for the recruitment

of officers in the Indian army from our own people has been of very

long standing. Government have always turned a deaf ear to that very

‘reasonable demand and it is only during the last few years that the
Government has made a very small beginning after a great flourish of

‘trampets. They said a beginning was going to bs,made, and when we
saw to what extent that beginning was made, I was tempted to say
that mountains were in labour and out came & wretched little mouse !

At preseat so far as Indian officers are concerned, Government take six

Indian cadets every six months and send them to Sandhurst for training.

You will wonder whether at least these six cadets materialise as officers.

But it is found that during the last two or three yeara out of these

six, only two or three actually returned as officers and others are sent

away for soms reason or other. I believe there are at present only a

very few officers as a result of this policy of sending our young men to
Sandhurst,

There is also another experiment of a school, a praparatory school
at Dehra Dun. We have recently bad some raports on the working of
that school,  You will find from them that the whole spirit
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is entirely different from what we waat it to be. Our army

oannot be efficiently officered by taking into these institutions only

young men from rich and noble families. In Indias education has rot

yeot permeated, modern ideals have not yet gone down to the hizher and

noble olasses, aad if we se:k only to recruit our officers from ths old

historio families, we shall find that we shall not be able to get a suffi-
olent number of competent young men from those familiess We must
be prepared to recruit our officers from the educated and inteliigent.
middle classes of our peopla. They may not be very rich, they may not
be able to atford thousands of rupees requirad to supplement their mili-

tary pay at least in the beginning, and the oonditions of military life

must to a certain extent be altered in that regard. But in any case we

must go to a new recruiting ground for getting a competent and suffici-

ently numerous class of officers for our army and it is in this direction

therefore that I want a bold step to be taken so that the indianiza.

tion of the commissioned ranks of our army may be secured. I have

said that the steps that have been taken so far by Government are-
excoedingly disappointing and meagre and our eouncils and our
public bodies must make a very strong effort in order toget a good

move in this direction,

I know that complaints are sometimes made that Indian officers
are often not efficient, but you cannot get efficient Indian officers
when there are no military traditions. What there had been have been
oompletely extinguished during the course of a century. I do not be- ‘
lieve that families from these parts of the country, for instance, whose
brilliant exploits in all parts of India even upto Attock on the north
and Calcutta on the-east are the admiration of historians are incapable
of producing similar men in future. Of course the conditions may be
different. We shall not have to fight our own brothers in our own
country,

Idealista are painting a world which will have no need for an army-
and when every thing will be managed peacefully by a League of
Nations, But as practical men we must realise that we have still & world
which is human. We have not yot reaoched the stage when the sword is
to be converted into a plough-share and there is going to be no warfare
in the future. I myself feel that that day is far distant if ever it is to
come and we must therefore be prepared to bear our own burden for
defence, This first part tharefore of this resolution has reference to

gotting & big move so far asthe recruiting of officers from amongst
Indians is concerned,

The second part deals with the reduction of the British ranks cf
the army at least so far as the troops intended for interpal securily
and order are concerned. OF course I do not say that we should tall
the British troops to defend us on the northwestern frontier ounly
and not allow them to be in the head-guarter stations in the plains,
But at the same time this recommendation isimm
And at the same tims a reduction of the British f
to some amount of retrenchment in our ver
ture. The Incheape Committes have recom
in military expenditure and equipment,
matter tell us that the military Adepartment
est sense of what the value of money is,
most Javish manner and at present oyr pub
criticise intelligently their proposals beca
kept out of touch with military matters,
mittee who went into all these details hay
of reduction in military expenditure ijs
extent this can be achieved by replacing
soldiers. I am not prepared to maintain

ediately practicable,
orees is bound to lead
y bloated army expendi-
mended a certain reduction
Those who know about this
experts have rot the slight.
They spend money in the
lic men’are unabls even to
use we have so long been
But even the Incheare Com-
o told us that a great deal
possible and that to some
British soldiers by Indian
that even with complete
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indianization and complete reorganisation of the system of defeuce for
our country, we shall necessarily be able to reduce our military expen-
diture. That is a question to be decided by experts. But the reduction
of British troops is a question on which, I think, this Federation can
express a very definite opinion.

Then, the third part of this proposition asks that the report of the
Military Requirements Committee should be published without delay.
We do not know what that report contains, If rumoursare to be be-
lieved, that report is of 8 most-important character and makes very far-
reaching proposals and I do not see why such an important report
ghould be kept out of the purview of the public, because it will enable
us to discuss this army question in & more intelligent manner than we
are at present able to do. :

The fourth 'part of this proposition is entirely a new proposal to be
mado in a Conference of this nature. It is that Indian young men

reading in the Universities or colleges' should be compelled to have -

some military training. I myself baving been connected with educa-
tional institutions for a long time, I am exceedingly keen on this
matter. First of all this proposal is all important from the national
point of view in that it will familiarise our young men with mili-
tary matters, and perhaps remove the difficulty which has often
been mentioned that Indian young men are not coming forward in
sufficient numbers for a military career. At present we do not know
what'military career means; but if all young men in colleges get this
small amount of military training, some of them will at least find that
they are cut out for a military careerand will once for all make up
theiriminds to take it up. But apart from this purely military point of
view lot us look at this from the educational point of view, I believe
that our young men educated in the universities and the colleges are
gatting too soft, They are getting unused to the rough and tumble of
life. Formerly people used to come from villages and were accustom-
ed to the difficulties and inconveniences of village life. Urbanization
of our educated classes is proceeding apace. Large numbers of our
young men have had no experience of village life, with its necessary
roughness and inconvenience. Qur yourg men, therefore, are not pre-
pared to take any trouble which enjoins physical exertion as far as
possible, There is further the diseipline that is necessarily acquired
from a military training and you will find that our young men are
wanting to a certain extent in a sense of discipline. If yousee a band
‘of young'men walking in the street, you immediately find them carrying
themselves lazily without the slightest masculinity about them, On
the other hand if you see a band of young men in Germany or France,
where every body is required to undergo military training, you see how
erect he walks and how vigoroua he looks. Many people have remark-
od this fact and hence I shall not be misunderstood when I say that
our young men are getting softer and softer. In ¢rder to remove this
defect and to creats a sense of discipline in them, and to infuse greater
physical energy and readiness to undertake physical exertion, I think
» certain amount of compulsory military training is eminently desir-
able. I have found that the few youusg men who joined the Indian De-
fence Force a few years ago or have since joined the Indian Territorial
Force have received great benefit from it. ILven after a month or two’s
training, you find that they are in many respects vastly different young

men and [ believe that compulsory militery training even of this.

moderate amount would be of the utmost value to our young men.

Then the fifth part of this resolution has reference to the territorial
units that have been recently constituted. Some of our men who have
joined these territorial forces have often complained that thers are cer-
tain invidious distinctions in the way in which they are treated. I
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am not prepared to attach too much importance to complaints about
the hardness of military life. But at the same time. hardships and
difficulties become more galling if thera is a certain sense of differentia~
tion between one unit and another, I want that differentiation to disap-
pear, I do not wish that military discipline should be made too easy,
I want our young men to have experience of hard life; but I do not wish
thatour Indian youths should be treated in any manner which compares
unfavourably to that in which Anglo-Indians in their units are treated.
Especially officers in these territoriel units should be treated in exactly
the same manner in which officers in the auxiliary force are treated,
and therefore I propose that this distinction should also be removed
as I have suggested,

This resolution is of the utmost importance and until this question
of the army is solved in the only possible way, all our talk of self-
government or responsible Government or Dominion Government would
be comparatively hollow unless we are prepared to defend our own
country to the last drop of ourblood. With these words, Mr. President
I beg to propose this resolution for your acceptance,

Mr. B, S, Kamat, (Poona): Mr. President, ladies and gentle-
men, I have great pleasura in seconding the resolution which has been
just moved by Dr. Paranjpye. He has dealt with the broad features of
the question and the importance of it. I believe it is necessary for
an audience like this to be as well informed about army questions
a8 it is possible for us laymen to be. I propose, therefore, to take you
into a fow facts and figures in order to substantiate the statoments
made by my friend Dr. Paranipye. ‘

To deal with the first part of the resolution, namely, the indianiza-
tion question, as Dr. Paranjpye has said, after a great deal of struggle
with Government, some small beginning has been made this year in
this direction by the Army Depariment of the Government of India in
consultation with the Home authorities. But it is necessary forus to
understand what that beginning is, For the present the Government in
oonsultation with the Home authorities, as I said, have decided to ine
dianise eight units of the Indian army. Now, stated in this bald manner
it hardly perhaps carries any information at all. N ow, there are in all
120 units of Indian infantry and about 21 units of Indian cavalry,
making about 141 units as the total of the Army 8o far aginfantry and
cavalry are concerned. Out of thess it is only eight units which are
to be officerad by Indian officers, Now, here not only the number decid-
ed upon is small but the process is also slow i indeed the actual oute
look is so disappointing that we fear it will take us perhaps a century
or perhaps more if the process of Indianization is to be earrisd on in
this spirit. :

) It has been said that military training isa great science and re-
quires a great deal of study and technical and c¢lose understand.
mg.‘ That .might be perfectly -true. Wa have been told that for an
Indian _ofﬁoer to reach the fullest rank of alieutenant-colonel will take
something like 22 years or 23 years after he begins his career as a
s?cox}d lieutenant. Now, if that means we have to wait 22 years for the ine
dlamzz%tion of these eight units and perbaps as many years in proportion
thereafter for the remaining units, it will no doubt be a century be-
fore the whole of the Indian army is indianized,

Then, again, there are other branches of the army to which Indians
are not a(!mitted at all at the present moment, Our friend, Sir Siva-
:wakmy Alj.rer of M_adras. the very first year we entered the Assembly

ook up this question and presseq it with a great deal of vigour on the
atten'tlon of the. Government of India, and on the Home authorities. In
1921 in connecfmn with the recommendationg ofthe Esher Committe; h
Proposed certain resolutions, out of which a few were daccepte by ;h:
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Gavernment of India and were forwarded by them for acceptaace by the
Saaratary of State in consiltation with tha Chief of ths Goneral Staff
of the War department in Eagland. The whole matésr had been hang-
ing fire ever since 1921 till this year, uatil Sir Sivaswamy Alyer once
m >ra pressed for cartain information and inquired in July last in the
Assembly as to what action had baen taken.. Tt was very disheartening
indead to find in reply that although tha question was dabatad both in
tha Assambly and outside in the country with such stranuous vigour,
tho responsa by the highar authorities on the whole has been exceeds
ingly disappointing. Tha replies given in the Assembly in the July
sassion disclosed to us vary irritating taings, I have told something
as to the Indian officars for the infantry and cavalry. What about the
.othar branches of the army ? There are the Royal Enzineers, the Royal
" Artillery and the Royal Air Fores, What is the story about these and
‘of the training of Indians for thase? Now in reply to Sir Sivaswamy
Aiver's quastion, ha has bsen told that the Homse authorities refuse, or
as the phrasaology runs, they hava not agreed, to aimit Iandians either
t3 the Royal Bagzineers or the Royal Artillery. With reference to the
Air Porce which in thess days of military seience is perhaps the most
important branch of military ssience, the reason assigned for refusing
the other two is that the Royal €nginasers are a British Unit, that the
Royal Artillery is a British Unit aund that the Air Force is not Indian
Armyand is not at all a part of the British Army. Similarly, the Royal
Engineers, all British people, who sarve in India, form partof the
British Units though they are paid out of the Indian Exchequer. Now,
if Indians are to be refused admission to these three branches of the
Army, I really cannot concaive why we should pay for these at all. In
‘fact the whole of the burden ought to be shifted to the Imperial Ex-
chequer rather than to Indian revenues. They form part of the
Indian defance. If that is.so and if thers is some technical difficulty in
admitting Indians to these branches, let them establish an Indian Unit
of the Air Force. But there is no reason to refuse admission and say
that there should be no Air Force to which Indians could be admissi-
ble. Gentlemen, this is so far as Indianization is concerned.

Now, a word about the training of-Indians for King’s Commissions.
My friend Dr. Paranjpye has to some extent dealf with this ques-
‘tion in his spasch. I shall take you, with the permission of the Caair,
through one or two statements which have bean made on bahalf of the
Government of India on this question. The question was; Why is not
‘the question of indianization being accelerated, and the reply from tha
Armny Secretary was as under :— '

Indianization has been limited to the gradual substitution of Indian officers
for Beitish Officers in eight selected units of the combatant arms, cavalry and
infantry, Aund it must be recognised that on the facts as they are known, His
Majesty’s Government hava grouds for their celuctance to go further. There
i3 no evidanes to show that if the preseat basis for Indianization were largely
widened, the larger number of candidates required for the King's Commigsion~
ed offizers would be forthcoming. On the contrary, it has unfortunately to be
admitted that a sufficient number of thorouzhly suitable oandidates is at pre-
sant ohtaiasd oaly with diffisulty, for the small number of vacanocies annually
reserved for Indians.

The numbar of Indian cadets admitted ( to Sandhurst) since February 1919
amounts to 43, Of these, 9 wers withdrawn as unsuitable, 2 unfortunately
died, 14 wers comnissioned, and of thase 2 subsequently resigned their Coms
missions; while the Commission of one was vancelled. Th3 number of Indian
Cadets still at College is 18.

Thus you will notice, gentlemen, that the actual supply of Indian
Officers since 1919 is only 11! These fizures for ths last four years are
indeed a sorry tale and show the very small number who were granted
‘Commissions, and if the processisto be continued at this rate, you
may just imagine what indianization is going to be,

The Ay,
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8ir Sivaswamy had urged that at least 25 per cent, of the reoruits
every yosr for the King's commissions should be Indians. The Home
Government has doclined to follow that ratio, although the Go.vern-
ment of India had accepted that percentage. Gentlemen, such is the
history with reference to King's Commissions.

Now, about the military school to which my friend Dr. Paranjpye
referrod, I mean the Dehra Dun School. Itis nothing but a prepara-
tory school to which boys are taken at about 14 and are kept under
training on the understanding that they will be ultimately sent to San-
dhurst. The number of students who are at present under training is
about 75. This provision is exosedingly small for India. That is the
state so far as the Dehra Dun School or College is concerned.

And lastly, about the proposal urged by the Asssmbly to have a
military college, something like the college at Sandhurst, in India itself.
That demand was made and urged upon the.attention of the Govern-
ment of India by the Assembly in 1921, and the Government of India
had accepted that resolution of the jAssembly for being transmitted to
the higher authorities, The result after two years' negotiation has
been that on the ground of finance and on other considerations as well,.
the Home authorities decline to opeun any military college like the
Sandhurst College in India itself for the training of Indian boys!

- Gentlemen, you will thus see that about army reform, the story both

with reference to the training in military schools and with reference to
a College like the Sandhurst College, and also with reference to the
King’s Commissions, is the most provocatively slow and disappointing
one from beginning to end and I believe it is necessary for a Federation

~ like this to urge among all other problems this particular problem of

army rpform with a great deal of earnestness and persistency year after
year, on the attention of Government.

I shal!l now turn to the second part of the resolution which rolates
to military expenditare, if I am not tiring your patience ( Cries of
“No, no"”;*goon”), Now, the greatest cuxse of the Indian system of

" exchequer is perliaps the absorption of nearly 50 p. . of its revenues for

the Military Department. The total revenue of India is 131 orores, to
take the budget figures of last year, and out of this if the Incheape:
Committee had not come in, something like 67 crores would have been
absorbed, as it were, by military expenditure. Now, thanks to the
to start with at any rate for
the next year, viz. 1923-24, that the tota] military budget should be cut
down from 67 orores to 57 erores and odd, and therefore, the proposed
reduction in military expenditure should be somewhere in the
neighbourhood of 10 crores. Now, this figure was not wholly accapted
by the Government of India, but they came to & compromise and al-
though the Inchcape Commitiea recommended areduction of nearly 10
orores, the Government of India accepted a reduction of somewhere
between five .and s}'x: orores with the consent angd acquiescence of tha
Commander-in-Chief, They prepared the Home authorities for this
out. Bui a3 a result of correspondence between March and July

the Corumander.in-Chief hag announced in the July !session of the'

1ties are not prepared even to go as far

ly about 214 orores out of the
10 orores proposed by the Incheape Committee, Gentlemen, I am not

: o the various details, but igh
be fouI.Jd Interesting. Thus, out of the Britis%netrg;::v t:h:a(;ilscg]clf;l:
g:)‘minll’t;ee;eoommerfded that there should be g total reduction of some.
.o;Idl;erl e t,760 men in g, and they had estimated that oach British
Cusl per anuum about Rg, 2500 and the redaction expected would
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be something like a crore and 45 lakhs. The Government of India are
not prepared to accept the whole of this proposed reduction, but only
such reduction as would bring down the figure on this head to about
42 lakhs of rupees. Tha Home authorities are not prepared to go so far
as that and, as I told you, the total reduction expected for the present
year will come to only about 214 orores of rupeesinstead of the 10 ¢rores
which the Inchcape Committee had recommended. We must thus go
on, still pressing for further retrenchment,

In conclusion, there is one littls remark with which I wish to sup-
plement the remarks made by my friend Dr- Paranjpye with reference
to the differential treatment accorded to the Auxiliary Force and the
Territorial Force. I think it is well worth mentioning the fact that one
great differonce made between the Auxiliary Force which is meant for
the Europeans and the Anglo-Indians and the Territorial foroe, is that
the men in the Auxiliary force are not liable for service outside India;
whereas those in the Territorial Force, are bound to go for military
gervico outside the country, out of India. In this connection, what I
contend is that there ought not to be any such differential treatment
between the two foroes at all. If they want to make the men in the
Territorial Force liable to serve outside the country, then the men be-
longing to the Auxiliary Fores, the Europeans and the Anglo-Indians,

" also must as well be obliged to go and serve outside India for military
gervice. In fact, no distinction ought to be made so far as liability to
serve in India or outside India is concernsd, whether the men belong
to the one or the other force. Gentlemen, I do hope you will accord
your strong support to the resolution proposed by my friend Dr.
Paranjpye.

Mr, A, P, Sen, (U, P.), said : Mr. President, ladies and gentles
men, the resolution which I have been asked to support has already
been explained to you and I acoord my support to it with all the ear-
pestness that I can command. You must have observed that we press
this resolution mainly on two grounds, One is that we demand Indi-
anization of the Indian Army—it sounds rather funny *‘ Indianization
of the Indian Army’—because we are anxious to attain Swaraj at no
distant date. You will ail agres that a nation which cannot defend
and protect its homes i{s not entitled to home rule. We are apt to
attach inadequate value to the military aspect of Swaraj. A nation
neads be armed, nseds be competent to defend its land frontiers and
its shores before it can be in a position to be self-governing. You can-
not be self-governing unless you are self-defending.. Therefore, it is
nacessary that the Indian nation must have an Indian army manned

by Indian units, manned by Indian officers, and I hope before long alto-
gether Indian in its composition.

The next object with which ws pross this resolution is the interest
of economy. The learned speakers who have preceded me have given
you arguments of a very cogent character and have also given you
very telling fizures. I fear my friend Mr. Kamat has slready taken
the wind out of my sails by quoting some figures which I would have
otherwise placed before you. However, you have heard them. First
of al], you must recognise that our army expenditura is appallingly
etxravagant. You know that out of the total revenue of the
Indian Government, more than half is depleted by military ex-
penditure !  Taking the provineial revenues also into considera-
tion, it absorbs more than 30 ¥, of the total revenues of India, Now let
us compare in this connectioa the position here with that of the pre-
mier Asiatic country, namely, Japan. The budgetted revenues for
1923—1924 of Japan is 205 crores of rupees and the estimate of expen-
diture on land army is 31 creres of rupees, whereas India with a small-
er revenue has to expend almost twice as wuch on its land forcel You
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gee the value of being free. If we were a froe nation to-day, T am sure
our expenditure on military forces would have been ever 8o much lesa

than what we have to spend to-day.

We have been promised a little beginning in the matter of Indiani-
sation. It is little io all conscience. The Commander-in-Chief
solomnly suggests that eight units should be graduslly Indianised to
begin with, as an experimental measure. But you should realise that
this process will take about 387 years to Indianise the officers in 141
units. What an inspiring prospect! I will give you another figure.
For 70,000 men of the British army, including officers, we have to
spend about 42 crores of rupees, whereas for about 270,000 of the
Indian army we have to spend about 23 erores. I am of ocourse exelud-
ing in this caloulation the British officers in the Indian army of these
970,000, So you will see that a British unit costs nearly six times as
much as an Indian unit. Therefore- in the interests of economy also, it
is vital that the British element should be replaced rapidly by the
Indian element in the Indian army. Our education, our sanitation,
and other departments of internal progress are starved on acoount of
the heavy expenditure of our army., It is essential for our nationsl
progress that we must proceed with the Indianisation of the army at a
much more rapid pace than we have been promised.

Another fact which you must remember is that our army expendi-
ture has gone up by leaps and bounds. You know that in 1884 the
army expenditure was somewhere about 17 crorss and in 1922-23 the .
game expenditure oame up to 62 crores. Now, ladies and gentlemen, it
is urgod against us that Indians are not efficient enough to man their
own army, there are only certain military classes such as the Rajputs,
the Sikhs, and the Pathans who alone are fit to be in the Indian army.
Well, 8ir, standing in the land of Maharashtra I refuse tobe told that
we are not efficient. Surely the countrymen of Shivaji could not have
lost their military prowess in the course of less than a century of Bri-
tish rule. I take it that the Marathas have not lost their proud heris
tage, Iconclude by oneremark, My friend, Dr. Paranjpye, has pro-
bably been a little too hard upon our young men. I do not think our
graduates will mind military training in their colleges, I take it that
our young men, who have courted imprisonment and shown their readi-
ness to undergo the hardships of jail life for the sake of the country,
will not shrink from the discipline of military life. I am perfectly
certain that our young men will welcome the idea of military training
«and of enlisting in the Army, knowing that thereby they will bring us
nearer to our goal, aad hasten the day of Swaraj.

Lieut. Abasaheb Khardekar addressed the Conference in
Marathi, He said :—~Mr. Presiden’, ladies aud gantlomen, after the
able treatment of this subject by my frisnds like Dr. Paranjpye, Mr.
Kamat and Mr. Sen, I do not think much remains for me to say. How-
ever, I would like to add a few words with your per.nission. Seeing
that I am a military man, perhaps you will be expecting to know a
groat deal more from me than from other friends, but I shall have to
disappoint you in that connection, for, as Dr Paranjpye told you
yesterday or the day befors that he could not give out certain matters
relating to the internal administration of affairs during his Minister-
shin, soalso I am not in a position to give out the details of the in-
ternal working of the military administration. You will, I am sure,
appreciate that my position in that respeot is even worse than that
of Dr. Paranjpye, for in military administration strister seorscy has
to be abgerved than in the civil administration.

I c.onsid:ar. Mr. President, that it would be perhaps a batter method
?fdeal ing with this question if you ware to appoint a committes to go
into this whole question with a view to ssttle il the details. Now I
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-wauald like to say a word about the Dehra Dun military school or ool-
lege. I understand there they admit boys as young as 11} years old
and the cost per boy for trainiog there comes, I am told, to about
Rs. 200, per month. Now everybody can realise that an expense of
Rs. 200 per moath on & boy of 11 years of age is really too heavy and
out of all proportion. A friend of mine, Mr. Mohite, has sent one of
his sons there for training and he told me that by the time he com-
pletes his full trainiag at Dehra Dun and subsequently in England and
returns to India, the total expense on him for the purpose will have been
about Rs. 28,00, Another friend of mine, Mr.Kale, from Satara, was also
going to send his son for military training, but when he heard about
the probable expesnliture being likely to come to about Rs. 28,000 in all,
it came a3 a rude shock to him and I do not think ha will give effact to
his original proposal ; he will dropit. I would advocate the establish-
ment of schools and colleges in India itself for military training in-
stead of sending our boys and young men to England or anywhere out-
side our country. This will prevent a situation like the present when
wa are told so many candidates wers taken up for training, so many
out of them passed, so many failed, so many died, and so many were
considered unfit, and =o on ( Laughter ). All that could be avoided, Mr.
President, if westart the necessary schools and colleges in India itself
and give the necessary training here. With these words, I have much
pleasure in supporting the resolution.

Mr, T. A, Kulkarni ( Bombay ) in a neat little speech [in Mara-
thi further supported ths resolution. He pointed out that training for
citizenship must go hand in hand with military training, and he dwelt
especially on the dignity of labour and manual work.

Mr,Kamla Kanta Verma (Allahabad) said :—Mr. President,
1adies and gentlemen, the proposer and the seconder have dwelt on this
question atlenzth and I do not wish to go into datails. But speaking
generally it seems to me that this question of our army and our mili-
tary traininz i{s so intimately bound up,-in fact goes to the very root of
the whole question of self-government or swaraj-that it is not possible to
lay ton much stress on its importance. What good will any self-gov-
vernment or swaraj be if we are not prepared to defend our homes?
Therefore, I submit that it is absolutely necessary that on the one hand
we should azitate, and agitate vizorously and unceasingly to make
the Government g.ve us ample and propar military training in the future
zad, on the other hand, we should be prepared to undergn military train-
ing, so that when the time comes and when the oceasion arises, it may
not find us unprepared. One arzument—and I do not say that is not an
important argument-——which we have to employ at present for the In-
dianisation of our army is that it will lead to economy. It is a very
important consideration no doubt. But I eubmit that even if it leads to
greater expenditure, in our national interssts wae ought to press for the
Indianization of the army (Hear, hear).

In conclusion, I wish to invite your attention, your serious at-
teation, to the propasition contained in clause (4) of this resolution.
Dr. Paranjoye has been accussd of baing a little too hard on our young
men, Well, it is not necessary to go into that question at present. But
it seems to me that amongz the greatest of our national needs at present
ara the improvement of our physique and the formation of our charac-
ter. Itcannot be denied that military training will solve both these
quastions, It undoubtadly will improve the physique of the whole
nation and will give an invaluable training in discipline. For, military
training teaches you not only to obey but also to command. With these
words, I support the resnlution with great pleasure,

The President :—This resolution has been moved, seconded and
amply supported, I putitto the House now.

The resolution was carried.
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Appreciation of the Indian Deputation's Work.
Resolution XI,

The President ~Now, ladies and gentlemen, before we pre-
ceed further, there are two small resolutions ( to be put from the chair)
which I should like to put before you at once. The first of theses is
Resolution No. XI, which reads as follows :—

This meeting of the all-India Libersls records its sense of high appre-
ciation of the work ‘done, under the most discouraging circumstances,
in connection:with the discussions on the Kenmya question by the Indian
Delegation’consisting of the Right Hon'ble: V. 5. Srtnivas Sastri, P.C.,.
and Messrs. B. 5. Kamat end Jamnadas Dwarkadas.:

I hardly think any words are necessary from me to commend this
resolution to you. Lvery one of us who has read or heard of the acti-
vities of our illustrious countryman, the Right Hon'ble V. S, Srinivasa
Sastri, has good reason to feel proud of his work, Therefore, without
wasting any time, I would ask you to pass this resolution which
records this Federation’s sense of high appreciation of the work of our
illustrious countryman the Right Hon'ble Mr, Sastri.

The resolution was then put and carried with acclamation.

Appreciation of Mr.fAndrews’: Services,
Resolution XII,

The President :—Then, the next resolution is a similar resolu-
tion, No, 12, with regard to Mr. C. T, Andrews’ services. I may meution
here that there is also another resolution which we shall be passing
regarding-our appreciation of the work of Mr. H, 8., L. Polak. But that
resolution is not yet printed and therefore I amnot putting it before
you now, Meanwhile I want to get this resolution disposed of It
reads thus:

This meeting’of the all-India Liberals places on record its gense of high
appreciation of the services rendered by Mr. C. P, Andrews to th2 caus: of
Indians’overseas in general and of Kenya in particular, especially in connzc-
tion with the discussions in India and England about the Kenya dispute.

take it that it is carried unanimously ? ( Cries of *Ves”). The
resolution is therefore carried unanimously.

Now, ladies and gentlemen, we shall adjourn. But let me tell you
one thing that immediately after our adjournment the Subjects Com-
mittee proposes to meet in this hall againat 3 o'clock and we shall
meet for the open Conference at 4 o’clock.

Appreciaticn-of Sir{ Tej Bahadur Sapru’s Services.
Resolution XIII,

Dewan Bahadur K, R, Godboole, (Chairman of the Recep-
tion Committee) : Ladies and gentlemen, I now resume charge of this
meeting for the time being and ask your leave to move Resolution
No. XIII. The resolution that I want to place befors you relates to our
President, Dr. Sir Tej Babadur Saprv, and it reads thus :—

This meeting of the all-India Liberals places on record its high appre-
ciation of the services rendered by Dr, Sir Te} Bahadur Sapru, K.C.S. L
LL. D., at the last Imperial Confarence to the cause of Indians overs:as in'
general an_d‘Kenya Indians in particular and notes with satisfaction that tha
Ke.nya decision is tio longer found to be treated as final and that ths Com-
mittee to be sent by the Government of India will raise tha
with the Colonial Office.” )

‘With reference to this resolution, I do not think it will be necessary

entire question

i for me to make a lengthy speech. In this hall we have heard & detailed

account of what our distinguished President has been doing in this

matter. The problem of Indians ovorseas that have gone from India
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and have settled in the different parts of the British Empire has been
before us for a number of years and the question is important to us,
because it deals with the surplus population of this country,
With the peace and order that reign in this country, our popu-
lation is incressing very fast and it becomes a question of great
importance to find out outlets for our surplus population, We must,
therefore, secure all reasonable facilities for the Indians that have
zone out of India and settled in the other parts of the British Empire
and we must see that their status is not in any way inferior to that
of the other members of the British Empire. Their status and position
must be equal to those of other members of the Empire and our publio
men like Gandhi, Gokhale And Polak have bsen doing their best in
this direction in the past. vSince the war and since the institution of
the Imperial Conference, the question has been before the Imperial
Conference on two occasions, The first was the Imperial Conference
of 1921, in which our distinguished citizen, the Right Hon'ble Srinivasa
Sastri, took part on behalf of the Government of Tndia. By means of
his endeavours and by his advocacy of the cause, he secured in that
Conference the passing of a resolution establishing equality of all
Indians in the other parts of the British Empire with emigrants coming
from other members of the British Empire, and this resolution of his
was accepted by all the representatives of the Empire, except by
General Smuts. The only opponent was the South African Union re-
presented by General Smuts. All the representatives of other Domi.
" nions and Colonies accepted this resolution, and in accordance with
this resolution we expected that the problem of Kenya would be satis-
factorily solved. Unfortunataly, however, the Coloaial Government,
probably under pressura from the White population of Kenya or being
afraid of them, have not satisfactorily given effect to t1is resolution in
the decisions that they have come to with refersnce to Kenya. We
sont a deputation from this country consisting of three of our most
distinguished men to agitate in England with & view to secure a dsci-
sion favourable to India. Unfortunately, howaever, their endeavours
did not meet with any success, and in July 1923 the White Paper an-
nouncing the Kenya decisions came out, These decisions have been
disappointing to us all, from the Vieeroy downwards to the youngest
novice in this assembly. It wasin these circumstances that our dis-
tinguished President had to take up the question as a member of the
Tmpoerial Conference of 1923. As mentionad in his spesch, it was sug-
goested to him that as a matter of protest he should retire from the
Conference altogether, but he wisely abastainad from doing so and
endeavcoured to secure avenues of getting what we want., Wo are all

glad to see that he had succeedad in finding the avenue of committess, *¥

The Government of India have ndw the option of appointing committaes
to go into the quastion as regards the status of Indians in the differsnt
Dominions of the British Empire. Each committes will go into the
question, will, if necessary, go to the Dominion concernad or to the Se-
cretary of State for the Colonies, discuss the posmon of Indiaas in each
individual coloay and attempt to come to a satis’actory settlement.
We are all glad to find that the question of Kenya has not been left out
and the Secretary of State for the Colonies has agreed to the Govern-
ment of India appninting a committes to go into the Kenya question
algo.  Dr. 8ir Tej Bahadur Sapru has thus successfully accomplished &
task in a position which was egtremely difficult ( Hear, hear ), and
therefore he deserves our hearties” and warmest thanks for the good
work that he has done, I do not think many adiitional words are
needed from me and I have no doubt that the resolution will be passed
by you with acclamation, ( Applause ).

" Tbe resolution was put by the Chairman of the Reception Coms
wmittee, and carried unanimously with acclamation. '
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The President :~The meeting now stands adjourned till 4-30
o'clock, The Subjects Committes will mest at 3 o'clock.

The Salt Tax Certification.
Resolutlon XIV.

The Conference resumed its prooceedings at 4-39 p, m.
The President :—Rao Bahadur Kale will now move Resolution
No. X1V, rogarding the Salt Tax Certification.

Ran Bahadur R, R, Kale, {Satara); Mr. President, brother.
delegates, ladies and gentlemen, the resolution that stands in my name
runs ag follows :—

This meeting of the all-India Liberals enters its emphatic protest against
the certification by His Excellency the Viceroy of the Indian Finance Bill,
1923, providing for the eshanced Salt Tax in the face of the clearly ex~
pressed opinion of ths Legislative Assembly to the contrary. In the opinion
of this meetiny, the Bill should not have been certified either oneconomic
or political grounds. This meeting is further of opinion that section 672—B
of the Government of India Act is wholly inconsistent with any true re~
sponsibility of ths Legislature and that even uader the constitution as it
18, it is necessary that the power of certification vestzd in the Viceroy
should be strictly limited to genuine cases affecting the gafety and
tranquillity of British India or any part thereof.

Before we adjourned for tea, you are awars that we discussed a re-
solution dealing with military education and military training in order
to maintain the martial spirit among you, Now we come to something
whioch is necessary to keep tha physical stamina of the peopla. That
is salt, Salt, ladies and gentlemen, you know is as necessary for keep-
ing up the phyeical stamina of the people asair and water,and I am
not going to enter info details about the desirability or otherwise of
taxing the poor psople of this country, I can only state that when the
salt tax was enhanced in March last, it was estimated that the revenue
that would be derived from this enhanced duty would be a substantial
increase in the revenues of Indis. But tha estimate, you will find, has
not been fulfilled. The realization has been muech less than what was
anticipated, and that is evidence to show that the consumption of salt
has decreased, Hence it is nocessary that an article like salt, which is
a8 neosssary as air and water, should not be taxed any further, The
duty on salt had been reduced in former times from Rs. 2} to Rs. 1§
and then to Re. 144, Last year it was doubled and raised to Rs. 21
Now, therefors, the ciroumstances under which this duty was enhanced
ave, I think, fresh ia the minds of every one of us hers, Ths objact of
the present resolution is to place oa record our emphatio protest,—a
protest which hag already been made and resorded in the various pro-
vinces in their provinscial meetings all over the country. But thia
being the first Liberal Federation since the last budget meeting, oppor-
tunity is taken at this time to bsing on record our protest, and after-
wardsnotbeing sati-fiad with mere protests, we want to move for amend-
ment of the privisions of the Governmont of India Aot in order to make
such oertification in the future impassible, You know when the Gov-
ernment of India Aot was passed, section 67 and the clauses that follow
had been enactsd giving power to the lezislature in respect of control-
ling taxation. Amony thase powars there was the power of vetoing
any tax that may be leviad. There are two sections. First of all there is
section 67 (24) which deals with tha power of the Governor-General to
veto any propos.l or any Bill which has been passed by the Assembly.
Supposing the Assambly passes & measurs, but the Governor-General

thinks that it is against the tranquillity or the safety of the Empire, ke
oan veto it. Saoonlly, under secion 67-B as it is framed now, it will
b found the provision is that if the Legislative Assembly refuses to
DMB. any Bill just like this Finance Bill which was refused by the
Legislative Assembly, the Governor-General in Counoil has got the
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‘power of certification, and that certification, it will be seen, is to be &;&&?‘
resorted to as an extraordinary measure, and the words of the section
.89 they stand at present are that it can be done in the interests not only BaoeEzbader
of eafoty or tranquillity of the Empire, but also, itis stated, in the B.R Kaje. -
public interest, The wording is thils: *“The Bill is essential for the
-safety, or tranquillity of the Empive or in the public interest.” The
word “interest” doas not appear in saction 67-A (2) in the other certi-
fication power, thatis, whenever a Bill is passed by the Lezislative
Assembly, it can be vatosd by the Govarnor Gteneral if he thinks the
‘traaquaillity or the safety of the Bmpire requires him to do so. Butin
the case of & Bill which is refused by the Assembly, if the Viceroy
wants to pass that Bill, a third element is also introdaced in addition
to tranquillity and safety, namely, if he considers the public interest
requires it. So the word “interest” has been added there and it is that
word which enabled the Viceroy to make the cartification legal. Ifit
had been confined merely to peace and tranquillity, it would have been
diffieult for the Viceroy to say that the certification of the salt tax was
necesaary in thoe interests of safety or in the interests of tranquillity.
But there being that word “interest” there, he could do so. Hence it is
thought necessary that this amendment should be introduced in this
section and section 67-B therefore will simply remain as it is by
retaining the words “ affecting the safoty aud tranguillity,” but we do
not want this loophole by adding the word “interest.” It has found a
place only in the latter clause; it has not found a place in the other
clanse. So I think it will b3 clear to you, Sir, that the amendment which
is sought to ba made is really nothing more than brinzing the latter part
of the section into lins with the former part of the section. By having
this amendment, the power of veto, which no doubt all constitutional
Governments posssss, will be there, but it will be an extraordinary
power to be used on extraordinary oceasions. That being so, I think
that the meating of the all-India Libsral Federation will aocsord this
resolution their full support and allow it to be passed.

( At this stage, the Right Honourable V. 8. Srinivasa Sastri took
the chair in the temporary absence of the President )

“Rao Bahadur V, R, Pandit (Nagpur): Mr. President, ladies Rao Bahadnr
and gentlemen, tie resolution that I rise to second has been read out to V-« B Paadit.
vou. It consists, firstly as was pointed oat by Rao Bahadur Kale, of
a protest emanating from us in connection with the action of the
Viceroy in certifying the Indian Financa Bill of 1923, which provided
for increased taxation on salt, It also points out that naither on
economio gronnds nor on political grounds was the Viceroy justified in
giviog his certificats to this plece of lezislation. And, thairdly, as a
necassary consequanes of this unjustifiable action on the part of the
Viceroy, it is nesessary for us fo print out that whether in the first
place the powers vasted in the Vicsroy und:r the Government of India
Act do or do not enable him, according to the diffarent views taken, to

. take such actiin, in a case like the present case, even if the Act does
vest in him such a power, it is undesirable that suca power should be
vested in him or that it should be exercised in such cases. Now,in the
first place, so far as the protest is concerned, we ara at one with the
whole couutry which from the time of the Viceroy's action in this mat~
ter wasringing from one end to tha othar with protests of an unprece-
dented character, Protests have taken place bafore, but no protest
has ever gathered the volume or the stranzth or ths potency which this
protest did gather and carry. 1t was not marely Indians here, mem-
bars of the Lisgislative Assembly and others, who protested. It was
wot merely the publicists in this country who have always been
Heading the cause of this country who have protested. Evena
‘well-known [uropzan member of the Legislative Assembly, a member

R T



The Balt Tax
Ce riieation.

B30 Banggur
Vo s Randjis

76

who has held a prominent position in Buropean mercantile communi-
ties, has protested, and protested most strongly, and not being content
merely with protests in this country, has carried the protest to the
Mother of Parliaments, the British Parliament, and laid it thera
as strongly and influentially as possible, Consequently, with all this
present to your minds, it is not necessary for me to show any further
reasons why we should protest agaiust this action of the Viceroy.

But we have the further fact that supposing there was vested in
the Viceroy such a power to grant such a certificate and to enact into
law a Bill for tha taxation of salt, or rather the increased taxation of
salt, which was opposed by the elected Legislative Assembly and
which was opposed throughout the country, was there any justification
either in the economio situation in whioh the Government of India
was placed at the time, or even apart from that economic situ‘ation,
was it politically expedient on the part of a Viceroy of the description
of Lord Reading to take such an action in such a matter? Now, ladies
and gentlemen, economically speaking, we know the great argumeut
that was used by the Government of India in proposing this measuras
of enhanced taxation of salt was that the finances of the country had
come to s critical stage, that from year to year deficits had to be
faced, that consequently in order to bring about an equillibrium in the
finances of the country it was necessary to find means for raising re-
venues to s larger extent than was possible previously and that the
only means they could devise that, they supposed, could meet with
little opposition and that could serve the purpose adequately was the
enhancement of the salt tax. Now, in the first place, wa deny the
necessity for any additional taxation at the time. Wa do admit and
say that as the adminietration was carried on by the Government, is
did disclose a deficit, but it was not a deficit that was unavoidable. In
the first place, as you have heard on another resolution, that was
moved to-day and passed, the military expenditurs has been the great.
est absorbent of and drag upon the revenues and the progress of the
_country. Our representatives in the Legislative Assembly have from
time to time been pressing for the curtailment of that expenditure and
there are alao other avenues for effecting economies which have been
pressed upon the attention of Government from time to time, None
of those steps were taken, at any rate notto the extent that the repre-
sentatives of the people wanted the (tovercment to take, and conse-
quently it was merely by reason of the wrong policy of the Govern-
ment of India~the spendthrift policy if we may call it—that the deficis
had been cocasioned and consequently that could not afford any justi-
fication for imposing any additional taxation, mueh iess increasad taxa.
tion on salt. You have here shown your determination in this respact
by placarding this pandal with the words ** salt must be as free ag the
air you breathe and the water you drink.” Living nearer the sea-
board, perhaps you ara entitled to say that salt should be as free a8 the
air you breathe and the water you drink, but, at any rate, those of us
who live further inland can af least say thatsalt, being a commodity
which is necessary for human beings and in the circu ustances of the
country which has agri.culture for une of its principal industries and
also on account of the important part it plays in the development of
that IPdUStFY. 1t ought not to be taxed more heavily, at any rate, than
what it had besn hefore, and coneequently on that frst principle if
there was any qeed for taxation at all, avenues should have besn ex-
ploFed for meetiog that need from elsewhere than from this oommodity
thlol: ;s es:entlal for the keeping °.f body and soul together in the case
fiv:uon g:: ;S;:le:,dr:oit’: olf whgm live from hand to mouth and perhaps
rogard o this taxutioz DAS.IEI; ulf t}lere was a furtheﬁr question with
crores that the Gove . or 8%, 1t was only a doficit of one or two

rament of India had to face and did that iustily
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imposing an enhanced taxation upon & commodity of this kind.‘a .ta;xa-
tion, moreover, which always tends o become permanent, once it is im-
posed and which carries with it a further burden so far a3 the consumer
i3 concerned in that the retailer of salt never brings the price down
sufficiently low once it goes up even if the tax itself may be removed
or reduced? So, from all these points of view there was absolutely no
economio justification for the increase of taxation on this commodity.
I donot wish to labour this point further because the arguments pro
and contra hava been discussed threadbare in the publio press and in
the Legislature and must be fresh to the minds of most of you here,
But whatover may be said with regard to the economic standpoint,
in respect whereof there have been opinions expressed on both sides,
~in fact the Council of State did take a different view from what the
Legislative Assembly took—in connection with-its political expadiency,
1 submit there cannot ba two views on this question. In the first placs,
the Reforms were deliberately introduced as a step towards responsi-
ble government, it may be only a step towards the attainment of full
responsible government, If there was no responsibility at all in the
Government vouchsafed in the Reforms that were granted, they
" wers not a step at all in that direction, So by their own implication,
it was obviously intended and conveyed that a certain amount of res-
ponsibility was entrusted to the people with regard to the affairs of
their own country, True that the fact that only a small amount of
responsibility was vouchsafed necessarily resulted in the reservation
to the Fxecutive of a cortain power in certain emergencies and, as my
friend Rao Bahadur Kala by reading out section 67, sub-section 2 (a) of
the Government of India Act, has pointed out in recognition of this
responsibility of the Executive, the Viceroy has been vested with the
power to stop measures which, according to him, wers dangerous to the
safety and tranquillity of the people of the country. Woell, bearing in
mind that the executive has the responsibility of carrying on the Gov-
ernment and the executive is not an elected executive from amongst the
. slected members of the Legislative Assembly, wa could at the time of the:
initiation of the Reforms reconcile ourselves to the necessity for that pro-
vision. Iascction 67 (b) of the Act, however, whereas '’ the peace and
tranquillity of the people of the country " are retained, a further consi-
deration has been introduced, namely, “interests,” and the Viceroy has.
taken advantage of that word and said that “interests” is something
different from “peace and tranquillity” and 1 am therefore entitled, ac-
cording to my lights, to say thatthe interests of the country are involv-
ed in this question of the refusal by the Indian Legislature of the In-
dian Finance Bill providing for increased taxation on salt. Conse-
quently it is in the interests of the country that I exercise this power
and give a certificate that this Indian Finance Bill and this increased
taxation on salt are absolutely needful or essential, although it is not
passed by the Legislature. In the first place. lawyers will probably hold
different views on this subject. There is one very familiar rule of inter.
pretation of construction of statutes, It iz when several terms are used,.
then they must be interpreted as being ejusdzm generis, When peace and
tranquillity are referred to, the “interests” following them and referred
to in section 67-B must be ejusdem generis, That means that interests
asgrave as peace and tranquillity, not merely fancied, minor or major
interests that anybody may take it into his own head mu:t render it
eseontisl to grant the certificate. Be that as it may, was it politic of
the Viceroy in the very first term of the Legislative Assembly inaugu-
rated under the Reformis Act to strefch the meaning of that word in
Section 67—B so as to include in it what is regarded by the whole
country &3 merely a temporary emergency ( if emergency it may be
styled at all) and use his power in order to flout the Legislative
Asaeme(;y and go against the sentiment of the country from one end to
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the other which was not for the first time against the sail tax but has
been opposed to the sall tax for deoades and decades? It is we Liberals
who have all along been blamed for taking too rosy a view of the Re.
forms and for being too easily gulled and patisfied with the small
reforms granted to us, Such as they were, wo still accepted them ; our
members went in ag representatives of the people in the Legislative
Assembly and iato the Provincial Councils in spite of the odium at.
taohing then to such entry and did strive to make the Reforms suo-
cossful and to assist the Government to carry out a policy whioch
would be for the banefit of the people snd would provide an adequate
record for showing that our people were qualified to run the Govern.
ment of the country. Sir Sivaswamy Aiyer had in the Ninefeenth
Century and After poiated out how difficult it was for us to carry on
our work in the Legislature in view of these deficient Reforms; but in
spite of that we did our best to give the Reforms a full and fair trial,
The Government from the Viceroy downwards and from year to year
acknowladge the assistance which was randerad by the members of the
various legislatures in carrying out the Reforms, What is it that the
Viceroy did to all those people who gave the best part of their own lives
to the work in spite of the odium? In the last moment when they
were going back to their constituencies and going to show that such
and such work they had done for the country’s advancement, he has
given them this certificate that these members are useless' persons
( Lavghter ) and do not understand what the requirements of Govern~
ment are, that they do not know that this increase in the salt tax wasa
necessity and the Viceroy further said: “ I will overrule you and say
that it is in the interests of the country that the salt tax should be en-
hanced” and he sends these members out to the electorates with this
testimonial to their work )] Well, the result is of course too well
known to you ( Laughter). I ask you, gentlemen, was it politie of the
Viceroy who was desirous of seeing the Reforms carried out in a pro.
per spirit to have at any rate abrogated the law in the very spirit, how-
ever much he may have availed himself of the wording of the Act ?

In view of the abuse of the powers under section 67—B, if the
Viceroy's interpretation were held to be correct, it was obvious that
those powers ought to be withdrawn, or at any rate strictly limited;
and in the last July session, the Legislative Assembly carried a resolu.
tion to that effect and the last part of the Reaolution supports that view,
No more need be said to commend it to you, With these words,
Gentlemen, I commend this resolution to your hearty acceptance { Ap-

plause ).

Mr. N, N, Hingne, (Ahmednagar), in supporting the resolu-
tion, spoke as follows i
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The Chairman ( The Right Hon'ble V.S, Srinivasa Sastri): I
desire to make one observation befors putting this resolution to the
vote. You may remember that after our agitation in India had failed
over this salt tax certification, the mattar was taken up in England
and a debate was raised in Parliament. Most of this azitation is
dus to the personal energy of a European gentleman whose name we
should remember ia this connection. It was Sir Montague Webb of
Xarachi (Applause). I personally witnessed the amount of trouble he
took in this matter and the great zaal and enthusiasm he threw into it.
I know how many peopls in the House of Commons he interviewed
and I know too thata great deal of what he did bore fruit in the dis.
cussion, although final success did not erown his labours. 1 wish also
to point out to you that for this and other services which he did to
Indian members of the Assembly, the same fate has overtaken him
that Mr. Pandit alludad to, as having overtsken the bulk of the Libe-
ral candidates in country, The number of Europeans in the non-offieial
world of India who have identified themsalves with the politics of the
Indian Nationalists of to-day is rapidly diminishing. YWhen we have
one such person as Sir Montague Webb, I think it is particularly ap-
propriate that on a subjact of this kind, we should remember him when
we pass the resolution (Loud Applause).

On a show of hands the resnlution was declarad carriad unani-
mously,

Uplift of the Masses.
Resolution No, XV,

Mr, G. K Devadhar, ( Bombay ) : Mr. President, ladies and
-gentlemen, the resolution which is entrusted to my care, in my opinion,
occupies the most important place amongst all the resolutions which
have been moved, secondsd and supported from this platform. The re-
golution runs as follows t—

This Conterance is strongly of opinion that for ths purposs of accelerat~
inz thz process of nation building, more strznuous, mors sustain:d sad
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more vigorous fforts must be ;put forth both by .the p'eo;?le and the Cove
ernment 50 as to bring sound and suitable education vu"lthln tlte reachof u{o
illiterate massss at au early date by m:ans of compulsion, tAo improve th'clr
economic and maral condition by adequate measures, to raise their politl=
cal status by a broadened franchise and in ths case of the untouchsb!fes to
remove untouchability which is a great impadimznt in the way of ‘n?txonal
advance: apd turther calls upon the people to meke adequate sac‘nhce.r, to
secure the object in view and also upon Goverpment to n'na more
money for the achievement of nation buildlng, as quickly as possible.

Tke very wording of this resolution will tel! you that it is one of
the most important resolutions, as I have said at the commence-
ment, becausa it lays down the policy, the scheme and the programme
of work which our Party wants to carry ont not only in the cm{rse ?f
the next year but to carry out as long as every individual citizen in this
country is not sufficiently educated and is not made the right kind of a
citizen who is the great bulwark of our national advance. If that ba
the goal of any party—sand I believe that is the first and the forem'ost
goal of a national party like that of the Liberals,-this programme which
is chalked out, call it a soheme, call it a programme or call it a creed,
call it anything you like, the fuleram of the whole is the indivi.
dual citizen. It is the average man and the strength of the:
avorage man is the strength of the whole nation. You have
often heard that the stremgth of a chain lies in its weakest link
and so lonz as we have the misfortune of having ia our midet mil-
lions of our countrymen who are not suffiziently edncated, who are not
sufficiently economioally sound, who do not yet understand the require-
ments of national patriotism and the great needs of the counlry, our
chain is bound t> be waak and the object which underlies a resolution
like this is to give every kind of facility, educational, economic, moral,
material (by whatever name you may ocall it) or political, the object of
that facility must.bs to raise that individual, ba he a son of a Shan-
karacharya or the aon of the lowest Mahar, bs he a mwan ora woman.
The strength of the individual, the strength of the average man or
woman in the country is thestrength of the nation. Atthesametime you.
must not exclude our vast masses so far as tha woman-folks are con-
oerned. We ars largely responsible for their backwardness not because
they are unintelligent, not because they are block-headed as some
gay, but becanse we are not sufficiently prepsred to admit them
to those avenues of education, knowledge and culture out of selfishness,
which we really must generously, at any rate really patriotically but
net generously, ought to be prepared to extend to them. The word
“masses” used in this resolution is a very comprehansive term and all

these benefits have got to be extended to them, Now I ask you: here
you talk of electorate and here you talk of a large percentage that can
make up amajority. What is the majority in the country to-dsy ¢
Unfortunately it is illiterate, and therefere our foremost concern (1
specially emphasise the words “Liberal Party” ) must be the uplift of
the masses. That is the most redeeming feature of the Liberal Party.
We do not exclude anybody on the ground of his caste, on the ground
of his creed, on the ground of sex or on the ground of sect. Wa are
broad-minded and unless that basis of our nationa'ity is sufficiently
broad unless that basis is made strong and efficient, our nationality will
not be worth maintaining and will not stand the onslaught of the West,
Therefora we want to make our neation strong, we want that our pro-
gramme must ba scceptable to all. Since yesterday s good deal of our
breath has bean wasted as to what should ba the programme that will
appeal to the masses and that will enable them to fll up our ranks, I
asg, my brethren, if we take the whole programme and the long list of
resolutions that wo have passed and if we go to the masses and b.gin to
talk to them, thes will examine our position; they will say: “what hava
you done with regard to the impravement of our ecomomic position ?
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Here is the Forest Department, here is the wretchad Irrigation Dapart-
ment, here i3 cur sowcar, here is the schoolmaster who is not prepar«
od to teach our children and here is the Bhikshuk or Bhat who is' not
prepared to give me the ordinary elementary rights of h_uman beings,
what are you going to do for us 2 My answer is and will be tha.t. the
National Liberal Federation of India is going to do all these things
(hear, hear) and the National Liberal Federation will not be content
unless it has sscured for the people by means of its insistent, sustained,
strenuous and vigorous efforts every kind of facility .for raising the
masses, educationally, morally, politically. The economio status of. our
countrymen including every body in this country must a.]sd be rfused.
{ emphasise the word “everybody” because I find sometimes whispers
to say “why is it necessary for us to bring in all the depressed classes ?
Why is it necessary for us to have such a large number of women to
attend our conferences P as though in the process of pation building
the depressed classes do not count for anything or the backward class-
es do not count for anything and women do not count
for anything. The Liberal Party, if it has done anything at all,
has stood up for the maases, for the backward classes, for the untouch-
ables, and for women. The Liberal Party is trus to its traditions, it is
true to its professions and principles. The Liberal Party must go forth
from here with this fiat of this Conference that everyone who wanta to
get himself styled as a Liberal—his actions must justify his faith., If
really my action is worth anything, worthy of Liberalism, my aotion
must justify my faith, and when we go toour conntrymen in villages,when
we bring into vital connection the village people with the urban pecple,
when we bring about that vital, intimate, close relationship between
the two, they must feel that those who speak from these platforms in
cities like Poona, though it is possible for all these people to be brought
together physically, they are here in spirit with us, we are thinking
of them every moment ; if they feel that confidence by our actions, I
believe that the Liberal Conference or the Liberal Federation and
everyone who wants to call himself a Liberal will have justified him-
golf in the ayes of the country. With these words, ladies and gentlemen,
1 beseech you to pass this resolution with acclamation (Loud applause).

Mr, M. B, Marathe ( Belgaum ), speaking in Marathi, said =
The uplift of the maeses is the first and primary duty of us all, as
only five per cent. can be said to have been at all educated and the re-
maining 937, are steeped in the dark depths of utter ignorance. The
resolution embodies the basic principles of the Liberal Party. It is
vivifying nectar in the bands of our party. OQur Party stands or falls
in the fructification or otherwise of the resolution. We hava to give
this nectar of education and social liberty-to such a vast mass of our
depressed and backward classes that unless our youg men come out in
their thousands to help the cause, there oan be but little hope of any
substantial progress being made in the right direction. Revered men
like Dadabhai Naoroji, Ranade, Gokhale and others enjoined upon us
the task of uplifting the masses, It was their firm'opinion that with-
out uplifting the masses, we could never get Swaraj which is so dear to
us all and without which, even if we got Swaraj, we would not be able
to hold it for any length of time. The late Mr, Gokhale said about 20
years ago in one of his lectures at Dharwar:* as long as there are
pariahs in India, we shall remain pariahs in the British Empire or I
may say, the whole world.” This resolution ealls upon you to eduocate
and improve the economie, material and political condition of the des
pressed classes and the backward masses and untouchables, The masses
constitute the nation and unless and until they become strong, the
nation can never hope to be sirong.

Dr. Paranjpye, during his career as a Minister of the Bombay
Governmert, Laa dona a very great deal indeed in the matter of mass
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education and the improvement of the condition of the de_pressed class-
es, by the grant of socholarships and opening publio schools to
children of the deprassed classes, His vigorous aetion towards the ful-
filment of the matters contained in this resolution is & menacs to our
opponents, both to the foreign bureaucracy and to our opponents from
amoung our own people.

st us for a moment turn to the second class of our own opponents
and find out whether or not the general publio is being misguided in
the matter of taking a favourable attitude towards what are called the
untouchsble olasses, In this connection, I hava to enter & strong pro-
tost against the Tilak Party ( Shame, Shame ). What has that party
done or is doing to do justice to the untouchables in the matter of
watering places? What is the good of crying ** shame, shame” ? Itis
pot a matter which can ba set right by calling out “ shame, shame,” I
challenge any of you who are now shouting * shame, shame ™’ to come
out with me to the Sadashiv Peth Howd and let us take a Mahar with
us there, and then let us ses how far those who ory “shame, shame" on
this occasion show that they have enough moral courage to let that
Mahar take water from that Howd, Self-government will not ba worth
one moment's purchase unless and until this backbone of our country,
namely, the submerged and backward olasges, the women of India who
form one<half the population of thls vast continent, are raised to a
much higher level, the same lovel at whioch you now find your-
gelvess If you fail in this saocred duty, you are sure to be
disappointed, seriously and grievously disappointed in your at-
tempts to win Swaraj for yourselves. Before you claim equality
in the British Empire, extend a part of that equality to yourown
countrymen. The Kenyas Problom will and can never be solved un-
less and until you solve the Kenya problem of the depressed, and
backward classes in India itself. After doing your duty in improving
the status and condition of the depressed classes, you may, if you
please, cry shame upon me ; nay, you may even burn me alive. With
these words, I second this resolution wholeheartedly.

Mr, G, K. Gadgil, (Poona), seconded the resolution in Marathi, .
explaining that he had been asked by some of the delegatesfrom
the Satara District who came from the agriculturist olasses and did

not understand English, to spesk in Marathi. Mr. Gadgil spoke as
follows t—

I want to place before this Confsrence, and especially before the
young men of to-day who were ouly a few minutes ago shouting “shame,
shame” what their duty is. If you, yoang men, fail in this most sacred
duty—I may almost say the inevitable duty~-of uplifting the submerged
and backward classes who are now sunk deep in illiteracy, ignorance
and superstition, let me tell them that prompt advantage will be taken
by our opponents (I mean opponents of self-government for India) who
will lose no time in getting these crores and crores of untouchable and
backward classes over to their side. They are alraady busy iu this attempt
of theirs, What happened in Ireland as rogards the Orangemen and
their resistance to self-government will be sure to repeat itself in
India as far as the depressed and backward classes are concerned.
Among the backward elasses, I also include our womenfolk who are now
far more illiterate than our male population. You all know how we
do not object to have personal dealings with membera of the untouch-
able classes who have embraoed Christianity or Mahomedanism. Mem-
bers of the same classes, which worship Vithoba as their God, are de-

nied similar weloome at the hands of most of us. Whyshould there be
this difference of treatment ? .

Mrs, Janak.ibai Bhat, (Poona): speaking in Marathi, dwelt
more upon the uplift and education of the women of the country, as she
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said, women form half the populstion of this country and unless that
half comes up to ths same lavel asthe male part’of -the nation, this
nation will never ba able to oocupy the position which all of us want
it to take, I wish to impress upon you the crying need of ourfemale
population, namely, education. It will not be so difficult to re-
move popular misapprehensions or impressions which at presentseem
‘to obsess the minds of most of our countrymen. That will no longer
be the difficulty which is at present apparently obstructing your path
towards self-government. Educate and bring up to your own lavel
your womenfolk and then see how long you have to wait before you
get self-government, It has been said that it is the women who rook
the cradle that govern the human race. Do not forget it, but bear it
in mind day and night and then direct your efforts at self-emancipa.
tion,

Mr. R, N. Shah, (Sholapur)’spoke in Marathi and alluded to the
-good work done in the matte: of improving India’s political and social
condition by men like Agarkar, Ranade and Gokhale, not to speak of
Dadabhai Naoroji and other leaders, in the matter of female education,
removal of untouchability and so on. The work done by Dr. Paranjpye
during his tenure as Education Minister is well known., He upheld the
cause which was so dear to his Gura, the late Mr. Gokhale, Mr. Shah
earnestly hoped that the Hon. Mr. Jadhav, the successor of Dr. Paranj-
pye in the Ministry, would oarry on the good work commenced by Dr.
Paranjpye in the matter of educating our depressed and backward
classes. He then supported the resolution wholeheartedly.

The resolution was then put and declared carried.

Gratitude for Mr. H. S. L. Polak’s Services,
Resolution XVI,

The President : There are a few other resolutions which I shall
-dispose of, as they have got to be put from the chair and then we shall
go on with the resolutions which have got to be moved, seconded and
.supported by various speakers.

This mzetiag of the all-lmdia Liberals placss on record its sense of
gratitude for the servicas rzodered by Mr. H. S.L. Polak in connection
with the discussions in London on the Kenya dispute.

The resolution was put from the Chair and was duly declared
-earried unanimously.

Restatement of the Creed.
Rzsolution XVII,

The President : In addition to this, there are certain other re-
-solutions which I will put now. The next resolution is with regard to
the restatement of the creed of the National Liberal Federation of
India. It runs as follows :—

The object of the National Liberal Fedzration of India and of its component
organizations is the attainment by constitutional means of:Swaraj (respons
sible self-government) and Dominion Status for India at the earliest possi=
bie date.

The resolution was carried unanimously,
Swadeshi.
Resolution XVIII,

The President : Then there is this resolution whieh I have
drafted as under ;—

This meeting of the all-India Liberals strongly urges upon the people of
India the urgent need of bringing into greater practice the doctrine of
Swadeshi and calls apon them to make it a point to purchase Indian~mado
Zoods only wherever possible.

The resolution was carried unanimonsly,
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[ndians in Mauritius,
Resolution XIX,

This meeting of the all-india Liberats urges the Jovernment &;vt‘ lnd'uf to
enquire into any legislation uader the con.templation of the ‘m.mtms:
Government which is understood to prejudically affect the Pohtlcal r:
presentation of Indians settled in Mauritiuzls and t.o take effective dst.e'ps 0
safeguard Indien interests against fzny impending dangFr. Ant' i .ou;
countrymen there fail to get their grievance re'dressed. this mezomg is ;)
opinion that further assisted emigration of Indian labour to that lony be

stopped as soon a3 possible.

The resolution was put from the ohair and carried unanimously.

Appointment of Office-bearers.
Resolutlon XX.

The President: The next resolution relates to the appointment
of office-bearers and runs as follows:—

This meeting of the all-india Liberals appoints Mr.C. Y. Chintamani
and Pandit Gokaran Nath Mishra, Secretaries for the next year and directs
that the all-India Council should be constituted in accordance with the
lists to be submitted by Provincial Liberal organizations by the end of
January 1924,

The resolution was carried unanimously,

Indianisation of the Services.

Resolution XXI,

The President t Resolution No, XXI. Rao Bahadur Dhoblay.

Rao Bahadur W, R. Dhoblay (Nagpur): Mr. President,.
brother dalegates, ladies and gentlemen, the resolution which I have
been asked to place before you for your acoeptance isa long one and
runs as follows :—

(1) This meeting of the all-fndia Liberals is of opinion that the real:
question on which it is necessary for the Government to have a definite
policy for the futnre in copnection with the Public Services is the ques-
tion of the venue of recruitment.

(2) The meeting is further emphatically of opinion that in view of ine
fact that the traditions of administration established in this country by
British Officers have been in full operation for over half a century at least
and that many of the British oftlcers now serving in this country will con=
tinue to hold their appointments for nearly snother 05 years, it is neces~
sary both on economic and political grounds that recruitment in all Public
Services should, in future, ordinarily take place only in India, power being
reserved to the Government of India to recrult experts on special terms for -
limited periods.

{(3) This meeting is further of opinion that the recrpiting, appointing
and controlling authority in future should be the Government of India and .
not the Secretary of State and that the Public Services Commission should
be appointed by the (fovernment of India to discharge in regard to recruit
ment and control of public services in India such functions as may be as-
signed thereto by rules made by the Government of India.

(4) That the basic pay of all these services should be on an Indian basis
with special allowances to be given to British officers on such conditions

as may be determined by the Public Services Commission to be appointed
hereafter.

(5) That im regard to any grievances of a financial character or of any
other kind, this meeting is of opinionjthat they should be examined and
redress given to public servants consistently with the financial capacity of
the country to bear any additional financlal expenditure, provided further
that before any steps are taken in this behalf, the Legiglative Assembl)'
shall be taken in full confidence by the Government.
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(6) This meetiag of the £3-India Liberals appoiats Mr. C. Y. Chinta-
mani to appear bzfore tha Commission to give evidenzz on bshalt of the
Liberal Federation.

1 do not think that any strong advocaoy or a long speech by me in
“3upport of this Resolution is necessary. This Resolution comes in the
usual sequence of things and is the natural result of the Resolutions
passed by you yesterday and to-day. If we have tobe the masters of
our own house and if we have toadminister our own affairs, the present
state of our servants being our masters should forthwith cease. (Hear
hear.) The old idea that Indians are not fit to hold administrative ap-
pointments, that they make merely good followers and are not good
leaders, that in the higher services they do not show their aptitude
and that therefore a certain minimum percentaga of British ‘and Euro-
pean officers is always essential in thoss services—this old idea must
be forgotten by us. This idea was sta:rted, fostered and promulgated
by persons in whose interests it was to start it. It wasio their interest
to reserve those eppointments for themselves and to keep out those to
whom these appointments legitimately belonged. That the idea is fal-
lacious oan be easily proved, Nearly all the Indian States are admi-
nistered by Indian agency. If Indian agenoy can bo procured for In-
dian States, there is absolutely no reason why the same agency cannot
be found for British India.

The heading of this Rasolution {s “ Public Services Commission,’
Perhape, the more proper and appropriate heading would be ‘Indianisas
tion of the Services, The Liberal Federationisofopinion that further
recruitment in England should at once ba stopped. This view may ap-
pear to bo a little bit startling. Thera is, however, nothing unfair
about it and it is not so startling as soma of you may imagine it to be.
Even if you stop reoruitment in England to-day, the British and
European agency will continue in our service for the next 35.years! It
la not Ialone who hold that opinion, Its eorrectness can be proved
from an official document. It is what is known as the O’Donnell Cir.
oular, and it states :—

In pavticalar the proportion cf Indians (including officers holding listed
poats ) is only 12 per cent, and even with a eomplete cessution of European
recruitruent, 8 pericd of some 12 years must elapse before the Indian element
oan rise to 50 per cent, The abandonment of European reoruitment will not,
therefore, mean that the country will in a short time be dependent eatirely
on an indigenous sgenocy.

Bo, even the most cautious amongst us need not be afraid and need
not be startled. It is not that this Federation wishes to overlook the
grievances or the just demands of those already in service, We want
them to continue in service till the end of their time. We also want
that their legitimate and real grievances should be ramoved. Wa want
to eee that the demands put forward by them are properly enquired into.
At the same time, we must see that they do not put forward any ex-
travagant or exhorbitant demands, That some of their demands are of
this nature will be apparent from those put forward by them
before the Lee Commission. They want not only an incresse in
their present pay, but they want all sorts of allowanoss, free
medical service, free passage home and back every fifth year for
ihemselves and for their families and perhaps for their servants tool
Whatever their nature may be, we want these demands to be enquired
Into. Ifthese be reasonable, we will always be ready and willing
%o eso that they are met. What we are anxious about, however, is
taat further recruitment of European agency should at once stop.

It is anomalous that public servants, who are to work in India
under Provincial Governments and the Government of Indis, should be
oontrolled by an outside agency. These servants have to carry cut the
order; ;f the provincial Governments aad of the Government of Indias
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but still they are mot to be under the control of these sethorities. The
position is anomalous; it is absurd. We want to see that this anoma.
lous position is done away with and this can be don_ﬂ only if the pube
lic servants who are to serve in Indis are appointed by the Govern-
ment of India. It is said that the duty of the Crown is to look after the
safety of the Empite. This duty of the Crown is not, in any way, in-
consistent, but is perfeotly consisteat, with the appointment of publie
servants by the Government here. The duty whioh lies upon the Crown
of seeing that the British Government in India is oarried on smoothly
can be discharged even if all servants in the public services are ap-
pointed by the Government of India.

In this oonneetion, I have to say that the pay to be given to public
servants in India should be on an Indian soale, that is, the scale on
which Indisns would be paid. If and when we need European experts
for a certain spuoified service, they shounld ba paid on the Indian basis
together with some allowanaa in the shape of an overseas or deputation
allowance. The basio pay will, however, romain on the Indian scale.
In this connection, I have to observe that Indians olaim the same pay
as has to be paid to Enropeans. This is not quite fair. The Iadiani.
zation of Services is based on two grounds, IFirst, we want to run our
business by our own men, and sesond is the ground of sconomy. If
the Indian public servants claim the same pay, the same allowances
and the same concessions as are claimed and perhaps reasonably olaim-
ed by Europeans, the socond ground altogether disappears, Wa pay
higher remuneration to Europeans, because we are obligad to pay it.
Thers it no way out of it, The European agency is thrown upon us,
‘We have no choice left in the matter, It does not, therefore, lie in the
mouth of the Indian servants to say that for the same duties, they
shou.ld be given the same pay, It is, therefore, my earnest request to
the Indian public eervants that they should not claim the same DAy as
that paid to Europeans, Of course, I had also claimed the same pay
and privileges when I was in service ( Jaughter ), but that is no reason
why they should claim it now.

As regards the efficisncy of the servises, you know that practically
the whole of the administration is at present ran by what are oalled
Provincial Services, Provineial Services are said to be the backbone
of the whole administration. Ounly the higher duties are discharged
by the European agency. Now that the European agency will bs em-
ployed only in spedial cases, the whole servige should, in my opinjon,
be provincialized, that is, it should be on = provinoial basis. That this
will be a sound policy is not only my apinion, but is the opinion of one
-of the most distinguished and experienced Indian Civil Servants, I
quote from the report of the Retrenchment Committee of the Central
Provinces, which was presided over by Mr. Slocock, Commissionar of
the Jubbulpore Division. The report says =

Au.that we need say is that obviously the employment of an agency paid ai
:.Eng.hsh rates’in mors oxpansive than one paid at Indian rates, and oan only be
?uutxﬁed :au other than merely finanaial grounds, though we gannot hslp obsery-
ing that it seems inconsistent that, after the general principle of Indianization
had been acoepted by Government, the sirergth of the all-India Services and
zbe' oumber of European Officers in thera has gone on steadily increasing
during the past 30 years jn Bpite of the fact that during that tine the
atandard and morals of the Provineial Pyblie

; Servio i Z
rcoognition es bas improved out of all

Mr. Slocock further said in his report 1~
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You will thus sce that the Provineial Servioces are quite fit to take
-over the duties now discharged by the European members of the All-
India Services.

T will now show you how some of the demands put forward by
Eutopeans before the Lee Commission are extravagant. The Provin-
oial Services are, you know, primarily meant for Indians, only a few

“members in those sorvices beipg KRuropsans. These are admittedly
subordinate services and Europeans who joined thess services and took
upappointments there, knew the subordinate position thereof, They ac-
cepted these appointments onthe same pay and neverexpected that they
would be paid better, simply because they happened to be’ Europesans.
Now, for the first time they claim a differential treatment. There is
peither rhyme nor reason in this demand. This will show to what un-
ressonable length these people go in some of the demands they put for-

~ward, Iam afraid these demands are being put forwsrd by them with
a view to check our progress towards the goal which we have in view;
or, it may be due to their desire to take as much out of India as pos-

- gible,

The province from which I come~the Central Provinces-is con-
sidered to be backward, Of late, however, it has besn coming to the front
and it is on every body's lips, at least since the evidence given by the
European Association of the Indian Civil Service before the Lee Com.
mission. Buropean Cficers of the Indian Civil Service have got a sepa-
rate Association of their own in our province! They submitted a me-

‘morandum to the Lee Commission and their Secretary. was exa-
mined the other day. Till now it was acknowledged.and even now it
is ackunowledged on all hands that we Indiams make very good
judges. They have not givan us credit for any administrative talent ;
but at least it is admitted that we make good judicial officers. It was
left for our C. P, European Association of ths Indian Civil Service to
gay that the idea that [ndians made good judzes was a mere fiction.
They said that Indians were fond of technicalities and caselaw.and did
not at all make good judges and that it was Europeans with their
* breezy commonsense,”'—I quote from their evidence-who ‘made good
‘judges! I would translate “breezy commonsanse "’ into a disregard for
law and impatience at the restraints put upon a judge by the Proce-

- dure Codes. That is perhaps what they mean by their “ breezy com-

-monsense.” They say that they dispose of cases more expeditiously
than Indian Judges do. Why shou!d not one be able to do that, when,
—I am speaking from my personal expsriance—he rushes through evi{
dence and writes short judzments, without earing to go deeply into
facts? Wby should they not, in these circumstances, dispose of 0ases
in a shorter time ? I would emphatically assert that the charge of in-

» competency levelled by them egainst Indian Judges is absolutely um-
“true and unfounded. If in any department complete Indianisation is
poesible to-day, it is in the Judisial Department. { Hear, hear). It
would be a great shame to think that a presidency, say like Bombay,
iz not able to supply a sutficient number of Indian District Judges,
capable and efficient, and of High Court Judges. At léastI can say this
of my province that if all the Iudian Civil Servants serving in the
-Judicial Department go away to-day—I do not want them to 20 away
thovgh—we can run the dapartment as efficiently, if not more, a8 it is
‘being ran now, (Hear, hear), I of course inzlude in the Judieial
Department our Judicial Commissioner’s Court as well, So, on all
hands you will sea that complete Indianisation of the Services is
essential for attaining the goal, which we all have before us and I,

tterefore, hop: that you will pasy this resolution unsnimously.

s{ Cheers ). .
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imeipal K. R, Kanitkar (Poons), addressing the Conferencs
in MI:T:&?sgoouded the resolution. Ho pointed out in particular that.
the people ehould no longer talk in terms of parcantages of the British
and Indian element in services, that the percentage may be left alone,
that they will automatioally adjust themselves without aanybody

troubling about the same, and all that the publio should say a: “Stop

all British reoruitment.”

Rao Bahadur R. R, Kale, (Satars): Mr. President, ladies
ard gentlemen, I am not going to detain you long: but since I have-
been oalled upon to spesk: on this resolution, T will ouly tell you the
geneeis of this resolution. At the last Nazpur Libaral Faderation, the-
Royal Commisgion was opposed. We did not want a Royal Commission
at all. We, however, said that if the Government in England was going.
to send a Royal Commission, then let us have the whole question of tlfev‘
servioes opened and thoroughly gone into, When the Goverament of India-
Aot was passed in 1919, when partial responsibility in the Provinoial
Governments was given to us, the Sarvices were not transfarred to the:
gontrol of the Government of India or the provincial Governments, but

- the control was retained by the Seoretary of State. Consequently that

was an anomaly which came in tha way of the smooth working of the
sdministration. Henoe it has become necessary now so to re-adjust the
services, oonsistently with the grant of partial rasponsible governmant
at the prasent time and in view of the grant of full responsible govern-
mont in the near futurs,~30 to adjust the recruitment of the services
that by the time our oountry is in & position to enjoy full responsible.
government, the services algo who carry on the administration mustbe
fully responsible to the legislature in this country, That being the
logioal consequence, the point which underlies the present resolution
{s : what should be the remedy to bring about such & state of things?:
And the resolution before you aims at fixing the place of recruitment.
{n this oountry (Hear, hear). So long the Services were divided into-
two, all-India Services and Provinocial Services. All-India Services-
mean services recruited in England by the Sacratary of State, whoreas
Provinoial 8ervices mean services recruited in India by the Govern-
went of India, Now we want s complete provincialisation of tha

" servives. "Welwant to abolish what is oalled the all-India Servioss.

Provinelalisation doss not necessarily mean that recruitment -
should be confined to one province or that a reeruft from Madras or
Bengal should not be recruited for the Bombay provinolal posts, Pro.
vincialisation means recruiiment in this country as distinguished from -
recruitment in ancther country, namely, in: England, It will be geen
that from the earliest times it has been laid down and acknowledged
from time to time by the several Charters and the Commissiona that
wore inst{tuted from time to time that irrespactive of caste or creed, all .
appointments in the public.services should be thrown open to all, but
when the venue of recruitment was placed some five or six thousand »
miles away, 1t was impossible for any person {n this way to compete at .
oxaminations which ware held in England. The Indian Civil Service-
examination was held in Eugland, and some of the other 8arvioes such
as the Indian Polica Sarvice wers closed to all Indians and no Indian,
whatever his qualifications, was a'lowed even to appear at those-
examinations held in London. You will therafore ba surprised to see
that x'zlthough by one breath they say “we give you appointments irre.
spective of oasta and creed,” still the resruitment centre being situated
far away it waa Impossible to oarry out this ssheme, Now, however
the system is changed a bit, Now that we have a Government which'
has been made rerponsible to the people, the time has come when we
oan legitimately ask that the servants who oarry on ths administration
should be mado responsible to the Government ia [udia and ROt respon«
sible to an outsige ageney, namoly, the Becratary of State, baoause {4
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{s an snomaly which is inconsistent with the spirit of the Act. You
will see from the evidence given bsfore the Lee Commission that the
Sarvices, although professing that they are willing to carry out the Re-
forms, maintain and maintain very strongly that the control should be
with the Secretary of State, that the powers of appointment, of making
rules for pensions, bonuses, pensions etc., should be with the Secretary
of State and every one of them maintains that the control should never
vest in the Government in this country, much less in the legislatures,
sither the Indian Assembly or the provincial Councils. They say they
have no confidence in the Indian politicians, they want guarantees,
they want safeguards from the Government at Home, namely, the
English Parliament. They want security from the Government in
England and not from the Government in India, The raason you will
sea i8 that the Services have so long ocome to regard themselves and
have been regarded by the people also as though they were masters and
not servants, that they were rulers and not administrators, who are ex-
pectad to minister to the wants of the people whose servants they are,
The Civil Services and the other Services are regarding themselves
mors or less as the constitutad Government of this country and there-
fore they are unwilling to part with the smallest power which they
have possessed so long. It is therefore nedessary now for them to
change their angle of vision. It is stated on their behalf that they have
been inconvenienced now under the reformed Goverament, that they
sufer so many inconveniences and so on, but it is the result of damo-
eratic constitutions that it is not only the Europeans but Indians also
who are public servants of this country that have tobear in mind that
they are no longer the rulers of the people, but that they are merely
sorvants of the people, that they are real public servants. That has
also got to be remembered by our Indians who are in the public services
such as the I, C. 8., the Police and so on, If, therefore, they want to
look for security, they should look to the people’s' goodwill and not to
Whitehall, where they can no longer look because we have now re-
sponsible government promised to us, For these reasons, it is necessary
for us to lay down a definite policy and because the Services one after
another have been putting forward demands that there should be a
particular percentage of recruitment which should be made in England
and that there should be the control exercised by the Secretary of
State for India, that we must see that nothing is done which is incon-
sistont with the spirit of the Reforms, namely, the grant of self-govern-
ment to the people of India. If the all-India Services have any resal
grisvances, we are quite willing to consider them, Their one grievance
is that when they entered into convenants with the Secretary of State,
they had no idea that the form of Government in India would undergoe
the change it has undergone, that they must stick to the guarantees
given by the Secretary of State, Those persons who are already in
service will have to be continued in service until their terms expire,
If they find that the guarantees which they were given broken in any
way, they may fight for their rights under contract of covenant and if
they then fight, they will gain their point, Fresh recruits ought, how-~
aver, to be outside any such privileges which are claimed by their
oldar brethren, All the preposterous claims of these fresh recruits muss

be resisted stoutly by those who are anxious to get Swaraj, Even if wa
got Swaraj to-day, what will be the result ? The Services are already

there, they osnnot be driven away all at once, Then, there will be a
moral cbligation on the Swaraj Government to recognise their rights.

I think no Government, whether it is a National Government, or

whether it is a self-government, can afford or will think of becoming so

foolish as to give the go-bye to their moral obligations in respect of

trese services, Iam sure that any QGovernment in India which may

auocegd the present Governmen$ will take due care of the vested in.

P
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terests of all those who are affected by such change of Government, [
think, therefore, that you will oarry this resolution with acclamation.

( Applause ).
On a show of hands, the resolution was dseolared carriad unanim-
ously.

The President : Our work is practioally over, excepting thatI
have to put & very important resolution, indeed what I consider to bs
the most important resclution, to you: but I propose to defer it until I
msake my final speech. That will save you time and that will save me
also {ime, Meanwhile, the only thing that remains for ma to do is to
call up>n Mr. A.P. Sen to make the statement, which he wishes to
make,

Next year's Session at Lucknow.
Resolution XXII.

Mr, A, P, Sen, (Lucknow): Mr, President, ladles and gentle-
men, I desire to put before you a nonsoontroversial proposal. It is very
pleasing to me ; but I do not know whather it will be equally pleasing
to you. I stand befors you, gentlemen, to ask you to come to Lucknow
next year (Applause). I know that we will not be able to give you all
the comfort whioh we have received hers and all the com-
forts to which some of the afluent membsrs of our party are
acoustomed, but I assure you that even in a cold place like Lucknow,
we will give you a warm reception, I implore you all to come to
Lucknow in large numbers. You should not be daunted by failure
in elections, Don't let that damp your .ardour. Come, Issy, in very
la.rgev numbers ; come with a stout hope, come with an unshakable re-
solve to keep aflame the torch of robust optimism of a rejuvenated and
chastened Liberal Party, (Applause, )

The proposal was daclared oarried.

Vote of Thanks to the President.
Resolution XXI1I1.

The Right Honourable V. S, Srinivasa Sastri P, G,
‘Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen, this time without informing the
Pregident or obtaining his leave, I stand up to propose a hearty vote of
thanks on behalf of this session of our Federation to the President
(Applause), Iam a member of the Reception Committes, having been
admitted to that honour about four and twenty hours ago ( Laughter ),
Let me assure you I am guided by no selfish consideration in propos-
ing this vote. I did not recommend him to the Prosidentship of thig
Federation neither did I recommend him to accept this positions I am
therefore, a frae man, unconstreined by any commitments and if I pro:
pose a vote, it is absolutely disinterested. His conduct in the chair hay
entirely satisfied me ( Voices: ‘all, all’ ). 1 am glad to hear that in ad-
vance of my question whiok I was just going to put to you, namely
has it satisfied you? But, ladies and gentlemen, there are some peOp.Ie’
I must say, in the country whose opinfon will not be the same as ours
I hear somebody saying “ we do not care for them,"” but I know in oux:
hearts wo care very much ( hear, hear ). T have heard spesches in the
course of the last two days in whish reference was made to a character
not tiha.t wae really have but which ia attributed to us outside the ranks
?f Liberal politicians, I know how very anxious we are to stand we)l
in the good books of the country and if we were not so surxious
sufe that the great and important proposition which the Presiéent ia
going to‘put before you a fow minutes later would not have been s0 en
thusiastically acoepted, as it was, by the] Subjeets Committes, N ow'
what is the character whioh we bear in the eyes of those who oritiois;

I am
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s in 50 unfriendly a spirit? The question is somewhat opportune, as
'4he President had a little while ago to protest against the tendency of
some of us to entertain in the depths of our hearts fears and apprehen-
sions, to protest against the tendency of some of us to suppose t!mt,
because a large number of our countrymen call us by this opprobrious
name or by that opprobrious name, there is necessarily somethin_g
wrong with us. I do not by any means think that we are halfso bad as
we are imagined to be, but it is necessary to examine what is the mat-
ter with us and also to see how far the President of our meeting an-
gwers that deseription. The comparison is worth making; otherwise
1 would not waste your time in doing so. Twmpls, that
wa Gee-hunters and titls-hunters. I am not sure that taking office
is'a 6in in any code of nforals that I ¥now of. I do not believe that
any political considerations based on a sense of righteousness and
patriotism would require us to dacline office if it comes our way in legiti-
mate ways. Our President has held off §. 1 can assure you that in-
stead of his seeking if, office sought\ him (hear,hear), and when in
office, I know how he held it. He held it purg]Mis & trust, as a means
that gave him opportunities of serving his coubtry, (hear, hear). He did
not use office as a means of adding to his incoms? On the other hand,
those of you who know what position he ocoupied at the Bar in Allsha-
bad would no doubt realise that acceptance of office in his case at all
events meant a surrender/of a large and lucrative practice in that city
-{Hear, hear). Has he clung to office with pertinacity when the country
asked him to resign'? He threw up office not in disgust nor bacause
the country asked him to do so, He threw up office not because the
official world had lost confidence in him; he threw up office not because
the Viceroy or other higher authorities had begun to mistrust hisloyal=
ty or to disparage his efficiency. On the other band, he is one of those
men to whom office hag brought no additionalMconsequence. Now that
he has resigned office and taken his place again in the ranks of un-
official life, believe me he has not lost one whit of the moral\ /i'nﬁuenoe
he exercized over the Government of India when he held office. His
official colleagues, not excepting the most exalted amongst them, his
-official colleagues still value his counsel, stilfplace the utmost confi-
dence io him. Has it impaired his efficiency as a patriot ? Some, who
are our criticgin undesirable ways, are apt to suppose that when
~ o_@gi_g}_g smile on us, it necessarily means something corrupt in our
‘nature, that it necessarily means somethiag which cannot entitle us to
the confidence of the public or their esteem. You will have seen from
Dr. 8ir Tej Bahadur Sapru’s speeches and writings since heleft office
that in tone, in vigour of utterance or in high pitch of aim, they have
not lost at atl; on the other hand, since he left office, in point of fact
with all the shackles of his posiiion when a kind of demi-official autho-
rity still stuck to him, I know how well he sustained the duties of a
fear}eﬁs patriot, a fearless advooate of .our-oauss, a fearless exponent
of our rights and of our'claims in the presence of those who wera by
no means predisposed inour favour.  Ladies and gentlemen, if he is
the type of a Liberal, why should we be ashamed of Liberalism ? {Hear,
hear). Those who standing outside the Liberal ranks wish to judge us
by our fruit, let them judge us by Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, How pleasant
it is to work with such a man many can testify.

[ will, however, narrate here one partioular incident that came

- close to me and endeared him to me in & manner which I have not
mentioned to him hitherto, but to which I believe publio utterance may

now be given, 80 thathe may understand bow he is valued by those

who know him. You know, ladies and gentlemen, that there is amongst

as in spite of our protestations to the contrary, in sdpite.of our self-

hiypnotized exaltations of our own character, you know how amonget

us there is a sneaking tendency to look up to those whe hold office, to
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regard a man highly who stands well with the officials and to turn our-
backs upon him when in the oountry's cause he has given up his posi-
tion amongst officials, Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru is of quite another-

type.

.. You remember how I happened some time.ago to ma}te a somewhat
injudicious speeoh after my manner in th‘e Indian Counoil of State re-
garding servloes, for which you bave no idea how I have been slander-
od and sworn at in the British press. Even the gre:mt paper, Punch,

_thought it neoessary to publish a few lines of sarcastio advice addrgss--
od to an eminent patriot of India who thought that by a purely Indian
agenoy he could run the affairs of this very great country on a high
Jevel. Wall, when I went to England on this last oocoasion, amongst
other difficulties that I had about the Kenya affair, there was this bad-
oharacter that the Indian Civil Servants and their friends had affixed:
to me viz as theirenemy, one who went about saying things that
there was no use for them and ag one who had the hardihood to suggest
that, even if they all cleared out, India might get on. And then they
auoted against me as if to confound and extinguish me the high autho-
rity of Sir Tej Bahadur Sapra, They quoted from some spesch
or some writing of his—of course they always misquote in these.
cases.~{ Laughter )—and they told me my views did not coincide with
those of that great and eminent bulwark of the Empire, whom they
knew and honoured viz.Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru. Now, if he were a wise:
man after the ordinary manner of the wise men, who, having obtained.
official preferment, wishes to keep it and nourish it and build it up so-
that it may blossom and fructify for him and his children, if he had
been & wise man of that sort, he should have quietly pockated the com-
pliment, framed it and oarried it about as a passport to the good will
of eminent persons in England. Of course, he would have had the:
prudenge never to show it to me. Instead, what does this unpatriotio,
oountry-selling Liberal do in England ? He took the first opporfunity
to disown that quotation and that sentiment and to say to the publie:
of London, to Sir Michael O'Dwyer in particular,: * I am of the same-

“Yopinion as my friend Mr, Sastri.” Well, ladies and gentlemen, you

Have soen Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru conducting the proceedings of this
PFederation. Now, I wish to ask you in all seriousness whether the.
resolutions which he has guided us to pass during these two days, the-
resolutions which he has helped us to fashion and toframe in languags
whioh he knows how to make acceptable to official examination,

" ( Laughter ), I wish to ask you whether in your judgment really they
yield in cogency or in patriotic feeling or in accommodation to the.
needs of practical wisdom, whether in respect of these qualities or
any other qualities that you would wish to attach to the
resolutions passed by political organizations, they yield to.
those which, for example, the Indian Nationsl Congresy is pass-
ing from year to year. Itis not my purpose to draw invidious come
_parisons; but with our aims and our methods, with the respect we have
for constitutional methods, I do venture to assert, notwithstanding
that Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru himself is here, that we could not have
conducted our F‘ederatlon meeting under better anspices ( applause ),
under wlser.gund.auce or under maturer oounsel. I really hope that
cur proceedings in the future Ynll 8urpass the proceedings of these two

days in interest and in enthusiasm as such, as the proceedings of these
two days have BHTDGSS?d all the preceding Federation sessions—even
the one at Nazpur, which I.preetided over (Laughter). Aund now it only
remains for'm'e to say that in glving thanks to Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru,

I am not voicing my own {eelmgs. but Iknow [ am voicing the senti.

ments of the who_le of the L}beral organization in Judia. By a vote quite

rgoeutly passed in the Subjects Committee which it will ba your pri.
vilege to confirm in open session in the course of a fow moments, we
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have entrusted our future fortures to his guidance. That, Sir, I would
value if I were in your position as a testimony of very great signi-
Seance to the respect and consideration in whiech we all hold you and
your character as a public servant. {Loud Applause).

Dewan Bahadur K, R, Godbole: Ladies and gentlemen,
the vote of thanks that has been proposed by the Right Honourable
M. Sastri is before you all and I want to ascertain your wishes as to
whether you accept it.

The vote of thanks was carried with acclamation,

The President was then garlanded by Dewan Bahadur K. R. God-
bole, Chairman of the Reception Committae.

Concluding Speech by the President.

In closing the proceedings of the sixth gsession of the National
Liberal Federation of India, the President, Dr. Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru,
spoke ag follows :—

Ladies and gentlemen, the time has come for ma to wind
up the proceedings of this session of the Federation. I wish I
could havz done that without that disturbance of equanimity
which has baen caused by one of my most valuable friends in life. I
fael really overwhelmed by the generous terms—indeed I might say
extravagantly generous terms,—iu which my friend Mr. Sastri has
spoken of me to you this evaning. But Mr. Sastri is a man who is
supposed by friends and foes alike to have many failings, and as a
friend of long standing, and as a colleague of his in public life, I know
that his principal failing is eloquence. But this does not mean that I
discount or that I am going to ask you to discount the eloquence which
he has wasted on me this evening, Of course, whatever else Mr. Sastri
may be, whatever faults you may find with him, [ do not think those
of us who know him ean say that there is any slight particle of insin-
cerity in his nature. Therefore in view of his undoubtedly intolerable
sincerity, I am not disposed to take very serious hotice of that extra~

vagant waste of eloquence and also sincerely hope that you will ke
indulgent to him.

Ladies and gontlomen, Mr. Sastri has referred to what, I consider,
was a very short and temporary episode in my life, namely the fact
that I held office. Well, if that is the charge to be brought against me
by any one in the country, I simply plead no defence but simply plead
guilty, but like Mr, Sastri I also hold—and that is the view to which I
have given expression  mors than once since my retirement——that it
should not be merely the pride, but it should be the duty, of every citizen
to avail himself of the opportunity which may be offered to him of
rendering service in an officia pacity, ‘If you seek office, if you
take steps to secure offive, wel{athink you degrade yourself and you
degrade your country. (Hear, hvar). But if office comes to you and if
you feel that you must have a chance of rendering service according
to your lights even though you may turn out to be a failure, I think you
have no reason to feel ashamed of your failing or feel ashamed that
you have gone against the will of an overwhelmingly large majority on
the other side.) Personally speaking, I am not ashamed that I did ulti-
mately decide to accept office when it was offered to me. I was in no
hurry to accept it and I was in no hurry to reject it. I carefully thought
over it and said-to myself that having worked for the Reforms on the
Southborough Committee with Mr, Sastri, having soms idea of their
possibilities, I ought not to reject this chance which was given to me,
It was in that spirit that I wrote to Lord Chelmsford and I went to
hold office. Well, many sins of omission and commission have been
found with me. I have no grievances against any charge. A man in
publicé ;ife, particularly one who holds office, must be prepared to put
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goﬂﬂlndigs up with charges, real and unreal, fancied and substantial. (Hear, hear.)
‘ p'iZi’i"dm.’ the But of ona thing T feel sure—and I do not ¢laim too much for myself
that never once during the time that I was assooiated with tried and
experienced administrators did it oscur to me that I have ceased to be
a Liberal, (Hear, hear). The Liberal creed was always haunting me in
my office and indeed [ am not ut all sure whethor I was not criticised
on that account in certain quarters, Well, therofors, I again repeat
that neither am I ashamed of having held offica nor am I ashamed of
being a Liberal. On the contrary, the one thing of which [ am really
and genuinely proud is that I belong to your party, (Hear, hear)

And I do not speak moarely as a party politician, because I feel a
party has no justification for its existence or to survive if it seeks ita
own aggrandisement or if it wishes to acquire political puwer, in order
that it may continue to command votes, -Q‘he guiding principle of every
party should be that it should avail itself of every opportunity that
may be given to it of rendering service to the country acoording to its
own lights. It isinthatlight and inthatlight alone that your existence
ghall be judged by your countrymen and tnless you do that, you cannot
find a justification for your existence and for your activities.) There are
men amongst us who sometimes speak in very disappointing and pessi.
mistic tones. I confess that I am not free at times from that spirit of
pessimism. But it seems to me that it would be impossible for this party
or for the matter of that for any party to work in that spirit in which it
ought to work if it were to lose confidence in itself. (Hear, hear), When
there are parties or more in a particular country and when each
party is trying to serve the country according to its own lights, it is
perfectly natural that your opponent should find fault with you. But
acoepting where you honestly feel that you have gone wrong, I do not
think that it is either honest or courageous to give way to that feeling
of pessimism simply because there are many in the country who year
in and year out, day in and day out, tell you what a bad lot you are,
Undoubtedly it is your duty to take stock of the affairs in operation
around you and you would be untrue to yourself and doing a great wrong
to yourself if you were to forget or overlook the fact that your politi-
cal fortunes as a party are at a low ebb,

Well, here again let me tell you, as I have said in the course
of my address, I am not merely content with finding faults with
our opponents. I fully expeot that our opponents will find all
sorts of faults with us. If they were not to find fault with us,
there would be no justification for their existence as a party. But
what I do ask you to bear in mind is that you have got to look
boldly and courageously at the situation as it has developed,

At first in the year 1919, when the Reforms were put in force, poli-
tical India was divided into two camps, There is no doubt to my mind
that the vast majority of thosa who took interest in politics—yon might
say there was such a section amongst us—held opinions wholly differont
from yours. I remember the echo of those words that the Reforms were
totally inadequate, wholly disappointing, unworthy of England to
give, unworthy of India to receive. If you had endorsed those views
and had remained out of the Councils, possibly your eredit might have
beex.l higher, even though you did nothing.elge, But the moment you
decided to go against the majority of public opinion into the
Councils and took a line of your ¢wn, you should have foreseen and been
prepared for repeatad, strong, violent and non-violent attacks on your-
selves. Speaking for myself, I may say I had no doubt in my mind
snd no misgivings as to what might be expeoted and when I decided
to _take this line, I could almost use jin anticipation- the language
Wl{lo.h would be used about me and others who were of the same
opinion as myself. Ihave myself beon & more or less non-profes-
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‘sional journalist in my day and I can quite imagine how certain
editors, how certain sub-sditers, how certain special correspondents,
can review a particularindividual or a particular body of individuals
in certain eircumstances and on certain occasions, so that that is by
no means my grievance. I was prepared for is and I am sorry forthose
who were not prepared for it and I wish even now. you were to realjse
that it is a part of your ordinary work in public life, that you should
be prepared forthese attacks. a

But while you should be prepared for such attacks, you
should also .be on the alert to remove such misrepresentations
about your positiou and about your views asare indulged in by
your opponsuts. Were you alert during the last thres years? What
was it that you were doing? Let me speak candidly. I do not think
T should have deserved the confidence you kave placed in mwe or the
honour you have conferrad upon me if I wers to keep back my real
gentiments in this matter. ( I think you were absolutely asleep. I
watched’you all from a distanes, from Simla and from Delhi, and I felf
that instead of paving the way for your success at the general elecs
tions, you were doing all that you could possibly do to secure your
defeat ( Hear, hear ).\ Therefore, this defeat, if it has come as a sur-
prise or a disappointaient to any one in the party, has not eome to me
as a surprise or a disappointment. It will nof gatisfy me if you were
simply to say that youlosi your seats simply bsoause you wers agsociat-
ed with certain misdeeds or evil desds of the Governmert.V I recognise
the foree of & criticism of that character ; but in that alone does not
lie the explanation of your defeat. Any party which may come in
office, f>r howsoaever short a time, is likely te do things which will not
be accepted by tha other party, and I say with all confidence, let your
critics come into office and in three months’ time you can call 2 special
session of your Federation to draft your charges or counts against
their sins of esmmission and omission,Y Therefore, that is not alone,
to my mind, the explanation. The real explanation, to my mind, lies in
the fact that quite apart from those membersof your party whe were
called away to oﬂice.@e rest of you did not organize yourselves as you
should have done as a'party and you never cared to put before the pube
lic your view of the matter, excepting one or two papers of the Deccan
conducted in the English language. I know there are many state-
ments mads with rezard to individual Liberals, They have been re-
peated from day to-day.; And why blame those who are prapared to ac-
cept misrepresentations or lies which ars constantly repeated when
there is no one on the other side to contradiet them or to meet those
charges ?

1 was sometimes told by some of my over-charitable friends
that it is not right or wise on our part to indulge in mutual reerimi-
nations. I quite agresa; I do not say that it is right or just or fair on
your part to indulge in mutual recriminations. But when you find
there are criminal charges brought against you, charges of the most
atrocious character brought against you, when dirt is thrown on your
honour from day to day, I think you owe it to yourselves and to your
party to repudiate them and make the strongest possible efforts to put
your calamniators in their true light before the public. So far asI am
concerned, speaking for myself, I would advise you not to pick a
quarrel with any one. There is enough room in this country for people
of different tohughts and different views. So long as one party works out
its own programme in the manner in which it thinks it should work it
out, without misrepresenting your views, without casting dirt on you
or your honour, it does not matter how it works out its /programme or
«what it does, Let them do what they like. It is, after all, the country
which will judze between you and them. But I certainly]think it is
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weak politios on your part to allow, out of any feelings of generosity
or charity, misrepresentations to acoumulate, lies to accumulate, and

never to contradiot them.

Well, ladies and gentlemen, apart from that, we have observed
during the last three years that even at our gatherings we have been
overwhelmed by a feeling of despondency, a fesling quite the reversa of
hopefulness. Well, I must say this gathering of the Liberals has
been, to my mind, extraordinarily good in point of attendance of mem-
bers, but I wish T could say that it was quite as good as it might have
been. Well, ladies and gentlemen, I want to be plain. There is no
room and there vught to be no room in any party for men who, whils
nominally belonging to that party, are either ready with apologies for
explaining to the country as to why they belong to that party or are
unwilling t> take responsibilities on ocoasions on which they should
turn up in the interests of the party and in the interests of the country.

Similarly, I would sas(tj;g@i\l’_@_ﬂpgjy wishes to survive, you will
have to absolutely olearly define your position in regzard to the various
politioal issues in this country. There are men among us who think
that the Reforms which have been granted to this country are much in
advanoe of the times, that we have got as much as we deserve if not
more than what we deserve, and woe ought to be content with working
those Reforms and not open our mouths too wide. Frankly, ladies and
gontlemen, I do not think that thers is anything of Liberalism about
men of that type. On the other hand, there are men—aud here again I
am speaking frankly and I hope you will excuse me—who, though they
are not non-co-operators—I beg to be exoused if in frankly saying this
I wound anybody's feslings—would like to talk, howsoever mildly and
gently, in the accents of non-co-operators. (Hear, hear,) Speaking
for myself, I will tell you it is far more courageous, far more honour-
able, far better for the individual and far better for the country that
men of that type should have the courage of their convictions and not
talk in the suppressed accents of non-co-operators, but in the bold
and courageous language in which he indulges. Let that be absolute-
ly clearly understood.

A party like this has got to exercise, to my mind, a great deal’
of self-restraint, particularly in clearing its own ideas and defin-
ing its own position. A party like this necessarily starts on its
career with this certain disadvantage. There is nothing,and there can
be nothing, truly spectacular and dramatic about it, and unless you
supply the element of the spectaoular and dramatie, you cannot
achieve suceess with lightning speed, Necessarily, therefors, your
progress was bound to be slow in the past and it is bound to be slow in
the future,

But you have got to decide whether you will make promis--
eg indisoriminately and leave them never to be realised or whether
you will put a programme before the country, which, you
know, is possible of achievement, for which you oan
bonestly and genuinely work and fight, and which may require
the utmost patiense and the wutmost possible energy before
You can see the fruition of your aims. I cortainly prefer the latter
course.. Thers may not be anything gpectacular or anything dramatio
about it. But if thereis something genuine about it, I think that ele-
ment makes up for the deficienoy, for the element of the spectacular
and the dramatio. At the samae time, it seems to me that it would be a.
groat mista.ke to suppose toat the programme which we have adopted
and for which we have been bringing and supporting resolutions during’
th'e last two or three days, is merely phlegmatics As my honourable
friend the Right Honourable Mr, Srinivasa Sastri pointed out this.
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evening, our resolutions may well compare with the resolutions of any cOmlﬁ,%mih
. . . . . . 000 ’
progressive body in this country, and I will, with your permission, very ;,‘;esidan{‘ s

briefly refer to some of those resolutions.

First of all, you have clearly indicated in a resolution which was
moved from the Chair to-day and which was unanimously accepted by
you all, what your political creed is, I do not think that your creed
as it stood admitted of much doubt, but if it did admit of any doubt
there should be no room for any doubt after the resolution that you
have adopted this evening. That resolution, let me remind you, says
that :

The objeot of the National Liberal Federation of India and of its compo.
neat organisations is the attainment by constitutional means of Swaraj ( res.
ponsibla self-government ) and Dominion status for [ndia at the earliest pos-
sible date.

Well, wa may differ as to the methods. Ve may believe in consti-
tational methods; others may not believe in them. But certainly no
otre has got a right to say that we do not wish or are not working for
an early achievement of complete respousible government in this couns
try or Swaraj, if you like to call it,  Here, again, I think it is abso-
lutely desirzbls that you should be clear ia your mind that when you
talk of Swaraj or responsible government or Dominion Status, I think
it is only fair that you should not speak with a mental reservation.
What wo are aiming at is not what is causing so much trouble and
oontroversy in certain camps, namely, independence, but responsible
gelf-government within the British Empire. On that point let there be
no room for doubt. If people think that the word “Swaraj” is elastic
enough to cover ane or the other acnording as the occasion may arise
{Laughter) and that elasticity would provide room in a political party
for peopie of different shades of views and thought and opinion, then I
say that you are not playing the game, and I certainly think that how-
ever intellizent you may strike in your eyes, you have no right to ima-
gine that the other people who are affected by your demands are so igno-
rant or are so dull or are so stupid as not to ses through your game,
Ladies and gentlemen, I toll you honestly that if I felt that it was right
forus to demand absolute independence, I would not hesitate tosa -

\z and to advise you to adopt the most explicit language on that point
ut I do maintain, and maintain very strongly, that questions of inde-
pendence and questions of that type may satisfy your vanity, may pan-
der the vanity of people who do not understand the bearings of the ques-
tion, may bring you a certain amount of short-lived popularity, for popula-
rily is never more than short-lived in the case of any party or any in-
dividual; it may do all that, but it will make you ridioulous in the eyes
of men who understand and it will impose a responsibility on your
shoulders which you will not be able to divest yourselves of when the
time for testing your aims and professions arrives. ( Hear, hear).

Let us, therefore, be absolately sincers about it. Of course, I do not
say that it is not open to people in this country to demand indepen-
darce or, rather thera can be no such demand for independence of
aim st indepandence, but it is no use indulging in language of that type
when you know that if it is a possibility, it is a possibility which may
happen not in your lifetime or in the lifetime of your sons, but in the
distant future, Why, therefore, confound the public? Why, therefors,
raise issues whioh, you know, are wholly false and which, you know,
you cannot sustain as oonstitutional Liberal politicians within the
constitution? Therefore, on that question, let thera bs no room
for doubt; but if there is any doubt that in fairness you have
got & right to doubt, then let that doubt be removed omce and
for all by stating that it ist'e Dominjon Status that you went and
want ;rgmedia.tely. If you do not want to lay down any such proposi-
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tion and you want to assert that you will be satisfiad with
nothing less than complete independencas, then you must be ready for
ity consequences on your side and the Government will be ready for the
oonsequenoes of your action on their gide, but on that point let there
be no room for doubt, If this resolution means what the words in
whioh it is couched do mean and what they do convey, then I say no
Liberal should fight shy of this resolution or lose his courage orlose
his faith in the creed of his party, * Make that quite clear. You ean,
with a clear consoience and courage, face anyone in England and any
one in India and say that this is our aim and we do not wish that the
fulfilment of this aim should be postponed indefinitely, On the con~
trary, we want that this should be realised and reslised at the earliest
possible opportunity, That is- a perfectly legitimate and coostitu-
tional line of action and I would certainly advise the party to take it
in that light,

Apart from this resolution, what ie it that you have done ¥ There
wag that resolution moved by my friend, the Right Honourable Mr.
Sastri, in whioch he askad you to agree to the proposal that there should
be complate provincial antonomy plus a simultaneous change in the
character and position of the Government of India, Reading the
other day certain statements issued by ocertain politicians in this
oountry in another province, I was very much struok by the modera-
tion which has already overcome them. They think that provinocial
autonomy is the goal of our politioal life, No, geutlemen, speaking
for myself, I do not care how I am characterised by officials or by una
officials. I am one of those misguided Liberals who have rasintained
mueh longer than you know that provincial autonomy would be a mere

\shadow if it oame to us without a simultaneous change in the Central
Government, and at any rate I should not be happy to have mere pro-
vinoisl autonomy. Therefore the resolution which was moved by Mr.
Sastri yesterday and acoepted by you all unanimously shows that your
programme is thoroughly sound, thoroughly progressive and such
that you can honestly fight for it among your countrymen and
fight for it in the Councils, whenever you may happen to
find yourselves there. Sometimes some of our impatient friends ask :

Vwhat is the rallying ory of the Liberal Party ? On what issue are we
going to the public and ask them to support us? I say that you cannot
have s better rallying cry than that whioh is contained in the resolu-
tion moved by Mr. Sastri yesterday. The only better rallying cry from
the point of view of your critics might be a cry for independence, but
1 only hope that you will never yield to that temptation.

Gentlemen, leaving aside this resolution, you have passad what I
consider to be & very fair and strong resolution quite consistent with
the dignity of this country and quite consistent with the dignity
of yourselves. It is the resolution in roegard to Indians Over-‘
seas, Idonot wish to take up your time unnecessarily ovar that ques«
tion, a8 I have said practioally all that I had to say on that question,

already. What Iwish to say now is that I shall watoh the develop-

ment of this scheme with more than ordinary interest and my services,

so far as that scheme is concerned, are entirely at your disposal. I oan
agsure you also that on the question of the dignity of India outside
India. I without raservation and qualification of any kind share the
feelings of every one of you ; at the same time I maintain—and this is
the opinion which I expressed when Mr. Sastri made his speech in
London,~—that the improvement of our position in the Colonies will
succesd, not preceds, the improvement of our position in our own
coun‘try (Hear, hear, and applause). During the time that I was dis-
cussing all th‘ese questions with the Dominjon Prime Ministers, I do
not mind telling you frankly, at every step [ felt that I was talk'ing to
the responsible Ministers of self-governing Dominfons, whereas I wag
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-nsither respopsible nor & Minister. Well, gentlemen, gtill I do think
-that it is our clear duty to insist upon justice being done to our nation-
-als during this interval, I think you must be prepared for serious
-disappointments on this question. Let me {ell you honestly whatever
you may do and whatever you may say, your position overseas, it seems
to me, will only snd can only be improved when you are masters in
your own house, when you can meet the Dominion Ministers on termsa
of equality, Some kindly eritic of mine points out that myself and
gome of my fellow-Liberals always forget that. Well, I hava never
-forgotten it; it has slways been present to my mind; sometimes my
critics forget it; they forget that we are not a self-governing Dominion
.and that we, thersfore, need not use thelsnguage which can only be
usad by self-governing Dominions,

Well, gentlomen, leaving aside that resolution and passing over
-other minor resolutions, let me ocongratulate you on a resolution
which yon have adopted in regard to the Services. I know you will be
criticised for that and I too shall be eriticised with regard to that re-
-golution; but I have no regrets to express with regard to that resolu-
tion. On the contrary, I should have felt sorry if you had been con-
servative enough to indulge in the languaze of percentages. I
-think the time for that has gone, In regard to this resolution, I wish to
explain just one or two points. I certainly do not agree with those of
my countrymen who think that the Services are a thoroughly bad lot.
‘That has not been my experience. I have been in very close touch
-sad association with some of the distinguished members of the Services,
Naturally the point of view of a trained administrator, whether he is
an Indian or whether he is an European,’ cancot always be the same
-as that of irresponsible politicians like yourselves or myself. There is
bound to be a difference of opinion. I know of some of my own most
distinguished countrymen, who, by reasonjof their long training, take a
-diffarent point of view of & particular problem from that whioch youor
I would instantaneously take. There is no question of bias there ;
‘there is no question of selfishness theres Therefore, whenever there
has been a difference of opinion between them and mse, so long as it
was based on administrative experience, I have never minded it.
“But my experienoe has been that there are such men with a very high
sense of duty and with a very high sense of discipline and I sometimes
-wish that my younger countrymen before they undertaks to criticise
these people did something to absorb their sense of diseipline and their
sense of loyalty to their chiefs which is their outstanding feature. A
distinguished member of that Service once told me, that although he
was personally opposed to the grant of the Reforms, now that Parlis -
ment has given the Reforms, it was:his duty to work those Re-
forms and that he was therefore working the Raforms, whatsver might
be his personal views, so said he; and I can tell you from personal
gaowledge that that much misunderstood man most genulnely and
loyally carried cut the Reforms in his day in the spirit in whioh they
were intendad to be carried out, It does cot meah that he and I were
always in agreement ; probably you do not know so much of the dis-
agreement as you know of the agreement. Therefore it will do us no
-good really to run down the Services on those grounds. Lst us frankly
acknowledge that they have in their day rendersd emineat services to
this country and if you find them reluotan’ to part with power, may
I ask you how many of you are prepared to part with your power ? In
gocial matters ia dealing with men of lower status, have we parted
with our political power? Have we parted with our sosial privileges ?
That is a very natural phenomenon, I would not mind telling you
that if I were to belong to that Sarvice and if I had put in some service
-and had enjoyed political power and political privileges for certain
‘years, I for one would not make an easy surrander (Laugzater) There-
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fore, do mot run them down on that ground alone, Again, it is perfacly
natural that & person who has enjoyed politioal power, #ho has been
in the position of the master and a ruler for thirty or forty or fifty years
or who haa been accustomed to treating you as his ward, should re.
fugae to beliave that you have suddenly come of age and ara entitled to
olaim as your own the estate. I eay, it is perfectly natural. You have
got, therefore, to face the situation as it is. You hava got ta take stock
of thesa elementary and elemontal faotors on this subjeot.

On the other hand, there are men among us who think aven to-day,
very good men, men for whom I have the utmost possible respect, that
thatime hasnot some yet when we oan dispense with the British element
in our Imperial Services and they take shelter behind the plea which is
put forward by the representatives of the Services, that it is in the in-
terasts of efficlency and purity of administration absolutely necessary
that the British standard should be maintained in this country. The-
proposition, to my mind, requires careful examination. As the wording
of your resolution points out, British traditions have been there for the
last sixty years, if not more, and sven if you were to stop recruitment to.
day, many of the men who are already in service can stay thers for the
noxt 25 years, if not more, Surely, if 60 years of the experience of British
standards in the past and if 25 years’ more experience of those stand.
ards in future is not going to be sufficient to instill in you some of the
phases of those standards,then your case ishopeless and even if you wait
for 25 or even 50 years more, there will again be the need for the British
element in the Services. It seems to me, speaking candidly, I feel that
it should really have been the business of the new Legislative Assembly
and of the fully responsible Assembly of the future to lay down its

" own policy with regard to the Services, or if that was impossible, it

should have been the duty of Parliament to lay down the policy, with

our corsent, with regard to the Services, but as matters stand, your-
future will be mortgaged for the next 25 or 30 years and if you get re.

sponsible Government duriog the meantime, you may find that so far as

the Imperial Services are concernad, you cannot raise your little Anger-
‘with regard to them. : .

T am, thorefors, wholly of opinion that the only issue which
srises, that the only issue of vital {importance which ariges
!)efore us now and in which we are direotly intsrested is: What
13 going to be the venue of recruitment in future 9 We are not going
to saut out English people; they have come to India—we may shut
out men from South Africa, that is a different matter (Langhter)—but
our boys bave in the past gone to England t> study there for thres
years in sfrange surroundings and oircumstances and similarly, let
English boys come out and take their ohance in India. Itisa very
fair proposition to my mind; we have competed with them in thair own
oountry and we are willing fo stand competition in our own country
with them, Therefore the only question to-night is one of recruitment.
On that point, I uudoubtedly hold very strong views; I am not
ashamed of those views nor am I afraid of any oross-examination
on those views, Speaking candidly, I entiraly welcome a resolution
of this character; let thera bs no misgiving on that point; what.
sver may be the recommendations of the Royal Commission, .
whatover may be the decision whish Government here or in England
may come o on that point, 30 far a8 you are concerned I would advise
you never to surrender your case voluntarily.

Now comes the question of the grievances of the Services. Hers,
sgain, let us adopt an attitude of fairness, It will not do for you to ray
that there are no grievances any mora than it will do for you to say
that there ara grisvances. That is a question for examination and in--
vestigation. I have had something to do with it, Porsonally speakirg,.



101

I am satisfied,—1I do not ask you to accept my word for it,—that in cer-
tain directions there are legitimate grievances of the Services which re-
quire to be looked into. What kind of a report the Lee Commission will
submit T cannot say : what is the exact amount of relief, pecuniary or
otherwise, which they are going to recommend I cannot say, but I cer-
tainly feel that if there is a case made out for relief or assistance to
any public service or any class of public servants, well, then in fair-
ness lat us not stand in the way of that relief subject only to one over-
powering condition and that is, that the relief which is given should
not cripple our finances : it must be assistance compatible with our
financial capacity to beer any further burdens. That, to my minds
would be a fair attitude to take,

Then, again, there is the question as regards safeguards and guaran-
tees and things of that kind. I will not go into the details of that
question, but 1 am one of those who maintain that ia the interests of
an independent service and its efficiency, it is very necessary——
whether we have a foreign service or whether we have a naticnal ser-
viee-you must be prepsred to give them the amplest possible safeguards,
statutory or otherwise, which will be necessary. Almost every Domi-
nion has got a Civil Service, In England the Services have got much
greater sacurily than the Services hers have got. No Minister in
England can dismiss a public servant thers. Sometimes.people talk
of control. I wanttoknow one thing. What'is the exact mode of ¢one
trol which they want? Tha other day I was reading a complaint made
by a Mizister who said that he could not dismiss any public servant,
I hope the time will never come when our autocratic or democratic
Ministers will find it possible to dismiss public servants at their sweet
will and pleasure, You will never got an independent sarvice under
those conditions.

And sometimes paople talk of control, I do not know exactly what
is meant by contrcl, Some witnesses =aid we cannot dismiss any
publiz servant., I think notime will corme forit. T think no Minister
will try to dismiss a public servant. You will never get on in that
manner, 1 welcome the adontion of this resolution therefcra for thess
reasons. Place the power of recruitment, appointment and control in
the kands of the Governmens of India and not in the hands of the Se-
cretary of State as is the case at the present moment, I do not wish
to say more with regard to this resolution.

T have kept the resolution which I wanted to move for your acoept-
anre till the last moment, Well, I may frankly admit that I am glad
that you have adoptad this resolution, which I hava juet been referring
to. I am really glad and grateful to you for having passed in the Sub-
jects Committes tha resolution which I am now going to ask you to
pass opsnly, It seems to me that if you had done rothing alse but pre-
pared the way for the adoption of s resolution like this, you would have
justiied your essemblirg this year. At the same time, I approach this
resolution with a considerable amount of nervousnsss, because, as I
read it to you, you will find it imposes on my shoulders a burden and re-
eponsibility which I honestly feel I am not competent and capable of
discharging to your satisfaction, (I am a mere lawyer and accidental-
ly a pcliticien.. I em not an orzaniser., That resolution generally
runs thus cnd I earnestly hope and trust that the Liberal party
assembled here and the many more Liberzls outside this assembly will
read iu this resolution an earnest desire on our part to do all that we
can to dessrve to live.) At any rate it goes to chow that atleast for the
time Lelng wa have made up our miads to live. Whether wo shell suc-
cecd in that resclve remaius to be sesn. Let us hope and trust that we
shell ;1‘.:&(.09(] in it and it is in the epirit of hopefulness that I will ask
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you to approaci this resolution and to pass this resolution. Indeed
some of our critios may say that the sum provided here is very small,
But this is not how I approach the question, I think small though
the sum is, it is capable of growing much bigger, if the agency that you
are appointing is really earnest about it (Hear, hear). I will now read

the resolution :—
Party Organisation.
Resolution XXIV,

Whereas In the opinion of the Federation it is imperatively necessary
that effective steps should be taken immediatety to reorganize the Liberal
Party so as to bring about greater solidarity among its ranks, to extend
the scope of its influence and to increase its utility and to carry on an ef-
fective propaganda for the early attainment of responsible goverament and

the securing of a status for Indians overs:as compatible with India’s status
_as an equal partaer of the British Commonwealth, and whereas it is realis=
ed that these objects cannot be achieved without first raising alarge Party
Fund, secondly, without increasing its membership, thirdly, without
adopting a definite programme and policy for work, fourthly, without
securing public support for that programme and policy and educating the
electorates either by speeches or through the Press, English and Vernacu~
1ar, or by taking other steps that may be necessary, this meeting of the
-all-India Liberals is of opinion that the work ot organization should be ¢ns
‘frusted to a Committea consisting of i—

1 Dr. Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, K.C. 5. L, LL. D. ( Chairman. )
The Right Hon'ble V. S. Srinivasa Sastri, P. C.
Dr, R. P. Paranjpye,
The Hon’ble Mr. S. M. Chituavis, ( Nagpur )
Mr. C. Y. Chintamani ; and ,
Pandit Gokaran Nath Misra. %S“’e"‘““'

“This meeting further resolves that the gentlemen named above be ask-
.ed to form themselves into a Committee with power to co-opt such and so
many other members of the Party in India as may seem to them necess
- sary.

Sw b b B

This meeting directs that the above-named gentlemen shall pay visits to
important centres in the country to interview members of the Liberal
Party, to address meetings and to take all such other steps as may be neces-

‘sary for the raising of funds and increasing the membership of the
Party and securing support for its programme and policy.

It further directs them fo prepare a scheme of work by the members of
this Party to be carried on among the electorates and thz people at Jarge.

It further directs them to consider the advisabifity of sending a depu-
tation of two or three members to Fagland at such timz as may seem to
them proper for securing support there to the programme for further cone
stitutiona] advance.

And It further authorises the Commitiee to take steps for raising Funds
for this deputation and also for the establishment of an organization in
England for the dissemination of the views :held by this Party and for
securing the co-operation and support of English politicians and public
men. It further directs this Committee to submit & report of its work to
the Council of the Libaral Federation not Jater than the end of May 1924
and in consulation with the Council to arrange for thz ho!ding ofa spacial
ssesion, if neczssary, et such time and place ss may be found suitable.

This meeting placesa sum of Rs. 10,000 at the disposal of the Organis-
ing Committee to enable it to carry on the work indicated above.

The Federation further authorises the Organising Committae to carry on
the work of the Council pending its appointment, after which it shall be
open to the Council to delegate all or any of its fuactions to the Organising
Committee.

Now, this money is being given to this Committes for tte purpose
of giving effect to the objects of this resolution. It is to be spentin
organizing our forces and in raising funds in various centres. Now,
that is the resolution, gentlemen, we have decidcd to put bsfore you.
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The Right Honourable Mr. Sastri, when speaking of me, said that
‘this resolution was a siugular testimony to the confidence that you
showed towards me. T accept that assurance and I am rather disposed to
treat it as a tost than as testimony, and I hops, gentlemen, that in my
atternpt to carry out the objects of this resolution I shall receive from
gvery singls Liberal present here and outside his support and eco-
operation in an unstinted measure. (Applause). I will beg you all to
remember that we have reached really a orisisin our history as a party,
and if we are to survive that orisis as a party, let us make an honesf
attempt to survive, Otherwise lat us die a silent death.

Gentlemen, I feel that thera is no room for despondency. If you
-feel that our programme is sound,that we mean well to the country, that
the line of action which we have hitherto followed has been perfectly
genuine, though our Party has not been as active as it nay have been,
if you also feel that it is our duty to keepinto touch with the elacto-
rates, that you are willing to put into practice that feeling, then speak-
ing for myself, although I am not prepared to guarantee big audiences
or loud ovations in the near future or similar other presents of a different
kind and character, I can assure you that in less than two years’ time
you will again be a competent and powerful factor in the progress of
this country. (Applause). Absolutely the first thing is to have confidence
inyoureelf, not to give way to those feelings of pessimism and to imagine
“that you really are so bad as you are made out to be, but always to hope
and believa that you are good and that you may be better in the future,
It is in that spirit and in that spirit alone that the Liberal party can
hope to face the future and I sincerely hope and trust that it my be
given to you all onee again to regain the position which was legitima-
tely yours if you have yourselves proved worthy of it.

I must again thank you for the patient and cordial hearing which
you have given me. I think I have exceeded your patience. ButI
cannot close my speech without conveying my own thanks, and asso-
ciating yourselves also with me in those thanks, to the members of the
Reception Committes who havelooked after us sogenerously during these
four days and also to our young friends, the volunteers, who have spared
no pains inlooking afterour comforts. And may I also thank the energe-
tic mombers of the Servants of India Society who have been day in
and day out working incessantly for the success of the Federation? I
hope, gentlemen, that you will accept this vote of thanks unanimously
and eo far as this resolution is concerned, I wish you to show your ac-
ceptance by raising your hands.

Tha resolution was then declared carried.

The President : Liadies ard gentlemen, I am rather forgetful in
this matter that I should nof have mentioned the ladies who have
added fo the suocess of our Fedaration, I should have mentioned that
before and I must apologise to thera for this. But I do think that
every one ol us feels extremely grateful to the ladies for the interest
tbey have taken in our work aud for the encouragement which their
presence is certainly gtving us during the last three days. I have
nothing more to add,

Three cheers for the President, Dr. Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, were
then called arnd lustily responded to.

The sixth session of the Federation was then dissolved,

Conoluding
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Appendix A.

List of Members of the Reception Committee,
Paona City and Canionment,

The Right Hon'ble V. S. Srinivass Sastri, P. C., Servants of India
Dewan Babadur K. E. Godbole, . 0. &., 859, Sadashiv Peth.
Dr. R. P. Poranjpye, Fergusson College.

Mr, B. S, Bamat, Ganeskkhind Road.

Mr. R, T\ Kirtane, 8. 4., LL. B, P, 0. Deccan Gymkhans.
Rao Bshadur L. J. Apte, B. 4., LL, B, Sndashiv Peth.
Sirdar G. N. Mujumdar, M. L, ¢., Kasba Peth,

Sirdar 8. C, Mudliur, Baste Peth.

The late Mr. V. R. Gupts, B. ., LL. B., M, L. ¢., Sadashiv Peth.
Kban Bahsdur Dr. E. 8. Bharucha, 3, Eyrawmji Jijibhoy Road.
Lieut.~Col, K. C, Sanjana, L. M, §., (Retired) 9, Parboti Villas,
Khan Enbadur M, N. Mehts, 9, Staunton Rond.

Dr. V. C. Gokhale, L. M. & 5., Sadashiv Peth.

Prof. V. B. Naik, u. ,, Fergusson College,

Rao Bahadur V. N. Khopkar, 15, Bombay Road, Kirkee.
Prof. M. K. Joshi, Fergusson College.

Prof, N. G, Dawle, ¥, 4., Fergusson College.

Prof. V. G. Paranjps, M. 4., 200 A, Sadashiv Peth,

Dr, V. B, Gokhale, Amrai Camp.

Dr. D. H, Kapadia, 12, South Pelty Staff Lincs.

Mr. J. K. N. Eabraji, 14, South Petty Staff Lines.

Rao Bahadur G. V. Joglekar, 204, Shukrawar Peth,

Dr. D.G. Godbole, x. 3. B. 5., 464, Narayan Peth,

Khen Bahadur Aspandiur Rustom Iraani, Sachapir Stree.
Mr, Ibrah m Abdul Kayum, Main Street,

Dr, V. B. Bapat, B, o, M. B. 1, 6,, Shanwar Peth,

Shet Kanayalal Chitarmal, Sachapir Street.

Mr. Ganulal Dkannulul, Sachapir Street,

Shet Tuljaram Dhondiram, 361, Centre Street.

Mr. W. G. Bhagat, 1383, Raviwar Peth.

Mr, B, N. S.hasrabudhe, 290, Shanwar Peth.

Mr. Vishcu Narayan Maval, 578, Easba Peth,

Mr, A.A. Bhisey, Tara Mansions, Fergusson College Rond,
Mr, Y. V. Raoade, 101, Shukrawar Peth,

Prof. M, B Palande, 576, Budhwar Peth.

Mr. G. M, Kalabhor, M. L. ¢, Resy Murket.

Mr. K. B, Kulkarni, Shekrawar Peth.

Mr. Ramayn Malays, Main Street.

Mr. K. N. Raje, Pleader, 735, Shukrawar Peth.

Me, G. M, Paradker, 249, Main Street.

Mr. 8. 8. Guikwad, Post Box No. 38.

Rao Saheb G. K. Dashpande, Bhamburda,

Mr. P. R. Naik, 33, Vetal Peth,

Mr. Genpat Motiram Nuik, 1370, Shukrawar Peth,

Mr. T¢ D. Blut, L. ¢. &, 432, Narayan Peth,

Mr, Mohowad Saluhuddin, 620, Suchapir Straet.

Mr. Madadeo Balobs Wegh, 645, Budhwar Peth.

Dr. 8. V. Ketkar, Deccan Gymkhana,

Prof D. L, Dixit, 109, Stanwar Peth,

Mr. H. G. Franks, Y. M. C. A, Bungalow, Exhibition ' Road.
Mr. A. K. Mudliar, 494, Raste’s Peth.

Dr. G. K. Ranadive, 243, aste Peth.

Mr. N. D. Nicholson, 22¢, Main Street.

Mr. A. B. Setns, B. A., L. B., Conveni Street.

Prof. N. G Surn, m. &, Fergusson College.

Mr. §. 4. Bbot, 5. A, LL. B., 487, Narayan Peth,

Mr K G.Limye, &, o L. B, Servants of India Bociety.
Mr. K. T, Gupro, a. &, LL. B,, 20, Shukrawar Peth.

Mr. G. V. Gupte, B. A, LL. B, 804, Shukrawar Peth.

Mr K.V Purnjpe, Clo Viehnu £a tashiv & Co,

Mr, L. R. Kurule, 543, Snukruwr Poth,

Bociety
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€2 TMr. S. V, Bhide, b, ., 687, Budhwar Peth,

63
64
65
€6
67
63
69
70
71
72
73
4
75
76
7
18
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
o1
92
93
94
95
96
97
98
99
100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109
110
111
112
113
114
L. 115
116
117
118
119
120
121
122
123
124
125
126

Mr. B. M. Ruikar, 375, Narayan Peth,
Mr, Anant Bapu Shastri Joshi, 601, Sbanwar Peth.
Mr. K. B, Shinde, 1248, Shukrawar Peth.
Mr. V. L. Thube, 1247, Shukrawar Peth.
Mr, Jehangir Pestonji, B. A,, LL. B., Sachapir Street.
Mr. Bomanjee Pestonjee, B. &. LL. B., Sschapir Street.
Mr. D. V. Velankar, Amrai Camp,
Mr. B. Chakranarayan, Advocate, Malcolm Iouse.
Mr. G. B. Garud, B, &., 252, Shukrawar Peth.
Mr. 8. & Kelkar, B. a., LL. B, 412, Sadashiv Peth.
Mr. 8. A. Manurkar, 1245, Bhawanpi Peth,
Mr. J. M. Braganzs, 318, Main Street.
Dr. E. X. Diss, L. ¥. & 8., Main Street.
Mr. K. J. Sabnis, Photographer, Shukrawar Peth.
Mr. G. J. Padhbye, 528, Sadashiv Peth,
Mr. A. G, Padbye, B. A, LL, B., 528, Sadashiv'Peth,
Mr. A. V. Patwardhan, B. 4., Bervants of India Society,
Mr. 8. G. Vazs, B. 4., Servants of India Society.*
Mr. V. Venkatsubbaiyah, 5. A , Servants of India Society.
Dr. H. C. E. Zacharias, Servants of India Society.
Mr. V. H, Barve, Servants of India Sociery.
Mr. N. K. Gokhale, 8. A., 51, Budhwar Peth.
The Late Mr. M. G. Abhyaunkar, 351, Shukrawar Peth.
Dr. S. R. Gaikwad, 15, Vetal Petb.
Mr. V. V. Apte, Sadashiv Peth.
Mr. G. K. Deshpande, B. A., LL. B., Sadashiv Peth,
Mr. P. Kodsnd Rao, Servants of India Society
Mr. Cawasjee Dhunjeeshaw, 4, Staveley Road.
Mr. Cawasgjee Jumsetjee, East Street.
Mr., Cswasjee Jijibhoy Shroff, 7, Main Street,
Mr. J. D. Ghaswalla, B. A., LL. B,, West Street.
Mr. Phirozsha B. Gandevia, 5, Main Street.
Mr. Meherwanjee Pallonji Frenchman,
Khan Bahadur M. H. Dastur, Nana’s Peth.
Mr. G. R. Gacdhi, Pleader, Sadasbiv Peth,
Mr. L. R. Gokhale, Pleader, Sadashiv Peth.
Mr. K. M. Bal, Aryabhushsn Press.
Mr. R. Surya Narayan Rau, 8. A, Servaunts of India Society.
Mr. Ramchandra Bhikaji Joshi, P. 0. Deccen Gymkhana.
Mr. Madhsv Remchandra Joshi, B. 4, P. O. Deccan Gymkhans.
Prof. R. N. Joshi, Fergusson Collega,
Me. V. V. Gole, 202, Shanwar Peth.
Prof. G. V. Tulpule, . 4., Fergusson College.
Prof. K. M. Khadye, Fergusson College,
Prof. V. K. Joag, u. A, Fergusson College.
Rao Babadur H. V, Chinmulgund, 8. ., LL. 8., 377, Shanwar,
Captain N. R. Satpute, L. M. & 8., 419, Rawiwar Peth.
Mr. 8. N. Karnataki, 249, Rosta Peth.
Mr. G. C. Bhat, m. &, 11, B., Budhwar Peth.
Mr, M, D. Gokhale, ¥. A., LL. &, Budhwar Deth.
Sirdar V. G. Hisabnis, Shanwar Peth,
Mr. K. 8. Gupte, Budbwar Peth,
Mr. N. D. Dange, B. 4., LL, B., Budhwar Peth,
Prof, V. A. Apte, w. 4., Fergussoa College, *
Prof. D G. Karve, Fergnsson College.
Mr. W. G. Puranik, 337, K agba Peth.
Mr. A. L. Deshpande, Vakil, Kagba Peth.
Mr. N. G. Virskar, B. 4., LL. B., Budhwar Peth.
Dr. 8. G, Nasikkar, u, 8. 5. 8., Rawiwar Peth.
,Dr. B. R. Gune, Budhwar Peth,
Mr. G. T. Madkholkar, Servants of India Society.
Mr. G. G. Thakar, B. 4., LL, B., Budhwar Poth.
Mr. 8. 8. Bodas, B. 4., LL. B., Sadasghiv Peth.
Mr. K. M, Chiplupksr, B, 4., LL, b,, Sadashiv Peth. ‘

mittee;

*Mr. Vazs was originally appoinied one of the Sesretaries to the Reception Oom-

but on his proceeding to Kenya oa the eve of the Federation meotings, his

rlace was taken by Mrs, Kamalabai Gandhi.
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31 Dr, N. L. Renade, B, 4., M. B, B 4., Sadashiv Peth.

128 Mr. A, P, Bapat, Book-seller, Budhwar Peth.

123 Mr. M, H. Deo, 8. A,, Kagba Peth,

130 Mr, M. G, Dhaneshwar, Sadashiv Peth.

131 Mr, 8. K, Shindkar, Inamdar, Sudashiv Peth,

132 Mr. 8. Q. Gegats, Shanwar Peth,

133 Prof. T. G. Yeolekar, Fergusson Collega.

184 Prof. G. H, Kelkar, Fergusson Collee,

135 Dr. K. K. Joshi, M. a. pii., D, Fergusson Collega.

136 Principal K, R, Kanitkar, ¥, a., 8. 80, Fergusson College.
137 Prof. A.C. Mukberji, Fergusson College.

138 Principal N, M. Athavale, u. 4 , Indien Women’s Wniversity, Hingue-Budruk,
139 Mr. G. K. Gadgil, & A,, Bar-at-Law, 580 Sadashiv Peth.
146 Prof. R. H. Kelkar, Indian Women's University, Hiogne-Budruk.
141 Prof. M, T. Patwardhan, Fergusson College.

142 Rao Babadur W. G. Rsle, 585, Kasba Peth.

143 Prof. 8, R. Eanitkar, Fergusson College,

144 Mr. 8. Y. Ponkshe, u. A, Amrai Camp.

145 Mr. S. G. Gokhale, 2. A., Amrai Canp.

146 Mr. G. E. Devadbar, u. A., Vice-President, Servants of India Booiety.
147 Prof. G. B, Kolhatkar, Fergusson College,

148 Mr. B. M, Ambekar, 754, Sadashiv Peth.

149 Mr. D, H. Bhat, High Court Plender, Sadashiv Peth.
150 Mr. 8. E. Godbole, 8. 4., LL. 5., 859, Sadashiv Peth.
151 Mr. D. V. Ambekar, Servants of lndia Society.

152 Rao Babadw Hanmsntram Ramnnath, Raviwar Peth,
153 Rao Ssheb Chimenlal Kisandas, Raviwar Peth.

154 Mr. Ganesh Eknath Wegh, 677, Sbukrawar Peth.

155 Mr. Motilal Ladhaji, 1263, Bhawsni Peth.

155 Mr. Haneraj Hukamichand, 18, Bhawani Peth.

157 -Mr, Haridas Madhavdas, 451, Rawiwar Peth,

158 Mr. Rambhagat Pacbhandas, 610, Ruwiwar Peth.
:159  Mr. Raychand Premchand Gotiwale, Vetal Peth.

160 Mr. Raoganath Sadeshiv Bhagat, 1163, Raviwar Peth.
161 Mr. Gopaldas Ganpatdas, 610, Vetal Peth.

162 Mr. Gokuldas Narayandas, 62, Raviwar Peth,

163 Mr. 8. M. Mundhawawalls, Gywkhana Rosd.

164 Mr. Rambhau Manohar, 676, Raviwar Peth.

165 Mr. Manmohendas Vithaldas, 86, Raviwar Peth.

166 Mr. Lallubhei Damodardas, 167, Vetal Path,

167 Mr. V. B. Moodliar, Rasta Peth.

168 Mr. P. B. Chiplunkar, 27, Somwar Peth.

169 Mr. K. V, Chiplunkar, 38, Somwar Peth.
170 Mr. Parmanand Girdharilal, 679, Raviwar Peth.

Lady Members.

171 The late Mra. Ramabai Saheb Ranade, Sadashiv Peth.

172 Dr. Mrs. Sundrabai Kirtane, L, %, & 8., 496 Raste Peth.
"173 Ve, Anandibai Dhavals, B. &, Amrai Camp,

174 Mrs, Kamalabsi Gandhi, Sadashiv Peth,
175 Mrs. Laxmibai Gadgil, 58), Sadushiv Peth.

176 Mra. Yamunabai Bhat, 580, Sadashiv Peth,

177 Mrs. Tarabsi Patwardhan, Noraysa Peth,

178 Mrs. Sundrabai Thakar, Budhwar Peth,

179 Mre. Rangubsi Gokhale, Sadashiv Peth.

180 Mra. Sagunabai Agashe, Shanwar Peth,

181 Mrs. Tarabai Ranade, 330, Badashiv Peth,

182 Mrs, Durgabei Gokhale, Amrai Camp,

183 Mra, Radhabai Bhide, 2, Budliwar Peth.

184 Mrs, Ramabai Shikbare, 431, Nerayan Peth,

185 Mrs. Yamunabai Kamat, Ganeshkbicd Road.

186 Mrs. Draupadibai Chinmulgund, 377, Shanwsr Peth.

187 Mrs. Janakibai Bhat, Cfo. The Seva Sadan.

183 Mr. Umabai Gokhale, 419, Sudashiv Peth.

188 Mrs. Yashodahai Godbole, 859, Sadashiv Peth.

190 Mrs, Malatibai Joshi, P. 0. Deccar Gymkhana.

191 Miss Rangubai Ponkshe, Amrai Camp.

192 Mre. Uwabai Bathe, Deccan College, Yerrowds.
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Bombay City and Suburbs,

8ir Hormasji A, Wadya, 37, Marine Lines, Bombay.

Sir Dinshaw E, Wacha, Raveline Street, Fort, Bombay.

Sir Gokuldas K, Parekh, Girgeon, Bombay.

Bir Jugmohundas Varjivandss, Kt. Walkesbwar Road, Bombay.
Dewsn Bshadur G. 8. Rao, Kalbadevi, Bombay.

Mr. J. H. Bhabhs, 31, Pedder Road, Bombay.

Mr. H. J. Bhabhas, 81, Pedder Road, Bombay.

Mr. N. R. Wadia, 10, Wodehouse Rosd, Middle Colabs, Bombsy.
Major C. Fernandez, M. L. C., Girgaon, Bombay.

Mr. N. M. Samarth, B. 4., LL. B., Girgaon, Bombay.

Mr, D. G. Dalvi, . A, LL. B., 73, Charni Road, Bombay.

Mr. P. K, Khidkikar, Qirgaon, Bombay.

Mr. G, M. Gupte, Advocate, Turner Road, Bandra,

Dr. P. N. Daroowsls. Bar-at-Law, 14, Hamam Street, Fort, Bombay.
Mr. V. F. Taraporewalla, Bar-at-law, Chaupaly, Bombay.

Mr. D, R. Vaidys, No. 3, Bell Lane, Fort, Bombay,

The Hon'ble Mr. Phiroze C. S8ethna, Hornby Road, Fort, Bombay.
Mr. R. 8. Navalker, B. 4., LL. 8., Bombay No. 2,

Mr. N. M. Joshi, ». L. A, Servants of Lndia Society, Girgaon, Bombay.
Mr. H. C, Coysjee, Hughes Road, Cumbslla Hill, Bombay.

Mr. 8. G. Velinkar, 1-4, Lamington Road, Bombay.

Mr. Mahomed Hajibboy, Hornby Road, Fort, Bombay.

Mr. V. P. Vaidya, Bar-at-Law, 20, Bank Street, Bombsy,

Mr. 8. M. Varde, B. A, LL. B., Girgaon, Bombay.

Mr. R. R. Bakhsle, Servants of India Sscisty, Bombay.

Mr. Karam Ali Ebrabim, 167, Khoja Moholls, Bombay.

Mr. @. B. Nare, 937, Cadell Boad, Bombay.

Mr. J, R. Gharpure, B. ., LL. B., Angre Wadi, Bombay No. 4.

Mr. A. P. Bhate, 388, Girgson Road, Bombay 2.

Mr. B, M. Sidhaye, Bombay Vaibhav Press, Bombay No, 4.

Mr. V. M. Laud, 8. A., LL. B., 18, Kandewadi, Bombay.

Kben Bahadur N, H. Choksy, Gowalia Tank Road, Bombay.

Mr. P. P. Iyer, Cjo. The Times of India, Bombay.

Mr, J. D. Mahlaxmiwalla, C/o The Times of India, Bombay.

Mr. C. Surys Nsrayan, L. 0, &« Welcome Hotel, Girgaon, Bombay.
Mr, 8. Y. Abhyankar, 8. A,, LL. B., Girgaon, Bombay.

Mr, B, Y. Dalvi, 8. &, 14, Kaudewadi, Bombay No. 4,

Mr. V. B, Nerurkar, Urankar's House, Girgaon,

Mr. Y @. Pandit, Fort,:Bombay.

Mr, Vikaji M. Patel, 5, Walkeshwar Road, Chowpaty, Bombay.
Mr, Lokhamsey H. Meisheri, B. a., LL. B. Dhobi Talso, Bombsy.
Mr. Nanalal Perbhuram, 1, Gaumdevi, Bombay 7.

Mr. V, N. Naik, ¥, 4., 5, Benham Hall Lane, Girgaon, Bombay.
Mr. Vasantrao 8. Ravut, French Bridge, Bombay 7.

Mr. C. 8. Deole, B 4., Servants of Indis Society, Girgaon, Bombay.
Mr. K. J. Chitalia, Servants of India Society, Girgaon, Bombay.
Mr. @. V. Gadgil, 39, Mohan Building, Girgson, Bombay.

Mr. G. N. Sahasrabudhe, B. . Workingmen’s Lostitute, Parel, Bombay.
Mr. N, R. Phatak, Editor, Indu Prakash, Bombay No. 2.

Mr. M. D. Altekar, o, 4. Ha)i Casenm Blocks, French Bridge, Bombay No. 7.

Satara District.

Rao Bahadur M. C. Joshi, Satara.

Rao Babadur R. R, Kale, 5. 4., LL. B, Satara'City,

Mr. Vagbhat N. Desbpande, ®. A., LL. B., Batara City.

Mr. 8. V. Joshi, Near old Adalat, Setare City.

Prof. P. V. Bapat, n. 4,, New English School, Satara City.
Prof. V. N, Kumbhare, ¥. 4., New Bnglish School, Satara City.
Mr. K. G, Kale, Pleader, Satam City.

Mr, R. V. Pathnk Superintendent, 8chool of Industry, Satara Clty
Mr. N. G. Joshi, B, A, Li. B,, Satara City,

Mr. V, K. Deshmukh, Insmdas of Kokrud, Kokrud,

Hoay, Lieut. Abasahel H. Khardekar, Ashta.

Mr. D. N. Nabar, Plesder, Satara City,

M. 8. 8. Parulkar, Pleader, Satara City.

Mr. G. S. Athalye, Pleader, Sutars City,

Mr. 8. M, Patankar, Pleader, P, O, Wai.
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Mr. N, L. Halbe, P. 0. Wsi.

Mr. G. @, Mankikar, Pleader, P.O. Wai.
Mr. M. G. Khatavkar, Pleader, P.0, Wai,
Bhri. N. V. Raddi, Insmdar, P'. O Wei.

Sholapur District.

Mr. N. 0. Limaye,"s. A., LL, B., Sholapur.

Dr. V. V. Mulay, Sholapur.

Dr. V. K, Kirlosker, Bholapur,

Mr. K. P, Paranjpye B. A, L. 0. K., Old Mill, Shelapar.
Mr. Pandurang Vishou Phadke, b. a., L. B., Sholapur,
Mr. Hari Vighou Kelkar, Pleader, Sholapur.

Dr. 5. B. Patankar, . c. P. 8,, Mangalwar Peth, Sholapur,
Mr. C. 8. Madki, Sholspur.

Mr. G, B. Umbargs, Mangalwar Peth, Sholapur,

Bhet Hirachand Nemchand Doshi, Shelspur.,

Mz, D. G. Sathe, Kasba Peth, Sholapur.

Ahm:dnagar District.

Rao Babadur:@, K, Chitale, B. A, LL. B., Abmednagar.
Mr, H. K. Patwsrdban, . T. 8., B, A, LL. B,y Ahmednagar.
Mr. N. N. Hingne, B, A, LL, 5., Ahmedpagat.

Mr, H. @. Parkhe, B. 4., 1L. B., Abmednagar.

Rov, Dr. R. A, Hume, M. A., D. D., Ahmednagar.

Rev. R, 8. Modak, Ahmednagar.

Mr. Premsukh Ramdaya! Kabare, Ahmednagar.

Nasik District.

Mr. R, G, Pradban, p. A., LL. B, ¥, L. ¢, Nasik.
Mr. R. @, Kashikar, B, 4., LL. 5., Malegaon.

West Khandesh District,

Mr. M. K. Apte, Pleader, Dhulia
Mr. V. N Barve, B. a., LL. B., Dhulia.
Mr. 8. B, Wadekar, 8. 4., LL. B., Dbulia,

Carmatac and Southsrn Mahratta States.

Principal &. C. Bhate, u. 4., Sangli.

Prof. R. 8. Iyer, M. A, Sangali.

Mr. G. R. Abhyankar, 3. A., LL. B., Sangli.

Mr. V. K Maiokar, B, a., LL, B., Sangli.

Mr. V. G. Karmarker, Savgli.

Mr. M. B. Marathe, . a,, LL. B, Belganm.

Mr. K. B. Limaye, Jahagirdar, Bhat Kunki, Via Indi Rosd, Dist, Bijapur.

Konkan.

Rao Saheb R. K. Kurandikar, President, Teluka Local Board, Chiplun,
Mr. G. C. Bhate, Pleader, Pcst Rohs.
Gujerat.

Rao Babadur Remanbhai Mabipatram Nilkantb, 8, 4, LL, B,, Abmedabad
Mr. C. M. Gandhi, Plonder, Surat. '
Mr. A. V. Thekkar, 1. ¢ £., Bhil Seva Ma’ndnl, Dohad.

Andhras.
Mr. V. 8. Narain, Kovvali, Ellore Taluk, Krishoa District, Madras Presy,
€. P. and Berars.

The Hon'ble Mr. B. M. Chitosvis, b, 5. 0., Nagpur.
Rao Bahadur W, R. Dhoblay, Nagpur,

Rao Bahadur V. R. Pandit, Bur-at-Law, Nagpur.
Mr. R. B. Jayawant, 3. A, LL, B, M. L. 0., Nagpur,
Rao Babadur R. V. Mahsjani, 5. 4., LL. B,, Akola.



Kppendix B,
List of Delegates.
Bombay Presidency.

Prof. S. B. Bondule, . A.» Sangli.

Prof. H. R. Divekar, ¥, A,, Indian Women's University, Hingne-Badruk,

Mrs. Gangabai Joag, 19, Shukrawar Peth, Porma City.

Mrs. Pilutai Abhyackar, Poova. ’

Mr, D. R Valimbe, B, A, LL. 8., Pleader, Karad.

Mr, T. A. Kulkaroi, B, 4., Nasik.

Mr. Nadir F. M. Gards, 8. 4., 6, Colaba Causeway, Fort, Bombuy.

Rao Babadur Ramenbbai Mahipatram Abmedabad.

Mr. C. D. Mehta, High Court Vakil, Bornbay,

Mr. D. R. Mitra, Editor, Manoranjaa, Bowbay.

Mr. Ramchandra Tukarsm Wayal, Poous.

Mr A, N. Nadganda, B. sc, Teacher, Belgaum.

Mr. B. P. Nadgsuda, Landholder, Helkarni-Chandgad.

Mr. G. V Rahiurkar, Electrical and Mechanical Engineer, Poona.

Mr. 8, Y. Abhyaokar, B. A, LL. B., Girgaon, Bomnbay.

Mr. M. K. Apte, Pleader, Dhulia.

Mc. Baburao R. Rapsing, 8. A., LL. B., Dhulia.

Mr. S. B. Wadekar, B. ., LL, B., Pleader Dbulia.

Mr. Bashinathrao Vsidys, u. a., LL. B, Pleader, Hyderabad (Deccen.).

Mr. V. N, Barve, 3. 4., LL, B., Dbulia,

Dirs, Kashibai Devadhsr, 423, Narayan Peth, Poona.

Mre. Labanibai Pradhan, ‘Parnakuti’, Yerrowda.

Mr. A. K, Sethna, Bar-at Law, Abmedabad.

24 Khan Bahadur Dr. B. B. Nanavati, 5. . 0. 5., Abmedabad.

:5 Mr. H, P, Chabewalls, 8. A., LL. B., Ahmedabad,

26 Mr. H. K. Bhatt, Editor, Gujerat Vartaman and Kathiawar Samachar,

Ahmedabad.

27 Mr, N. A. Vakil, Editor, Political Bhomio, Ahmedabud.

28 Mr. Ramchandra Malhari Shinde, Satara,

2§ Mr. Shankar Dagadappa Lakbapati, Sutara.

30 Mr. 8adashiv Vasudeo Gune, Insmdar, Bhiluwadi.

31 Mr, Ramchandra Avadbutrao Patil, Yelavi,

%2 Mr, Govind Narayan Sutar, Yelavi.

33 Mr. Dattajirao Balwantruv Patil, Bhilavadi,

3% Mr. Shikandarlal Atar, Editor, fslam Dharma, Bhiluwadi,

35 Mr. Shankarrao Bhaurao Nimbalkar, Satara.

36 Mr. Muhiboobkhan Ahmedkhan Pathan, Vagholi.

37 Air. Anna Duji Bahirat, Pimpode Budvuk.

33 Mr. Bhaskar Bahirao Kulkarni, Pimpade Budruk,

39 Mr. Narayan Vithuji Suluke, Pimpode Budiuk.

40 Mr. Subhazrao Laxmen Nikam, Pimpode Budruk.

41 Mr, Ramkrishna Nagesh Abbyankar, Satara.

42 Mr. Ganesh Avant Shehane, Inamdar, Chafal.

43 Mr. Maruti Manyaba Chaukwasle, Satara.

44 Mr. G. K. Tatuke, Pat u.

45 Ar P. M. Bhide, High Court Vagil, Satara, *

46 Mr, B. 8. Bruhme 2. 4., LL, b., Sadashiv Peth, Poona.

47 Mr. P. 8. Patenkar, . o, LL. B, Shukrawar eth, Poonu.

43 Mr. M. V. Sune, Narayan Petl, Poona.

49 Mr, K, 8. Nagarkar, B. 4, LL. B, Ganesh Peth, Pooua,

50 Cupt. Dr. J. L, Frenchman, M. 8. b. 8., Sachapic Street, Poona.

51 Mr. Govind Erishoe Phadais, Laudlord, Dabbol.

52 Prof. G. M. Chiplunkar, 5. 4, (Bom.), 8. 1. c. D., M. &, (U.S. A), Superin-
tendent, N. D, T. Kaunya Sbals, Sadashiv Peth, Poona.

Mr. Y. . Godse, Shukrawar Peth, Pooua.

Mr. B. 8. Sule, Pleader, Shukrawar Peth Poopa.

Mr. B. G. Jugtap, B. a., Shukrawsr Peth, Poonu.

Mr. M. 8. Mulay, Abmednagar,

Mr. S B. Dhumma, Pleader, Sholapur,

Mr. N. T Godbole, ®. &, L. B, Sholapur.

Mr. G, R Deshpande, 1.4 1L .5, Sholapur.
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Mr. D. M. Ghate, Juhagirdar, Pleador, Barsi.

Mra. Ramabai Apte, Anandashram, Poons.

Dr. 8, V. Kirtane, L. 4. & 8., Rasta Peth, Poone.
Prof. V. N. Godbole, u. A, Landlord, Poona,

Mr, N. L. Runade, B. & , LL, B., Dleader, Abmednugar,
Mr. Vinayak S, Modak, Abmedosgar.

Dr. H, K. Rauade, L, M. & 8., Sadushiv Peth, Poona.
Mr. Rajarem Narayun Rujadnya, Aitavada,

Madras.

Hon’ble Mr, T. R. Venkatarsma Sastri, B. A., B. L., Mylapors, Madrss,
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