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Annexure A 
 

 

Impact of Social Network, Health and Adjustment on Intention to Return:  
A Study of Sri Lankan Tamil Refugees in India 

 

District  
Block  

Name of 
village  

 

Name of the 
respondent  

 

________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________ 
 
 

Date of 
interview 

            

       DD    MM  YYYY 

 
 

INTRODUCTION AND INFORMED CONSENT 
 
Vanakkam. My name is ______________. I am studying in Gokhale Institute of Politics 
and Economics, Pune, Maharashtra. I am doing research on the Sri Lankan Tamils. My 
research is to study the social network, health status, adjustment pattern among the 
people in Tamil Nadu and their intention to go back to Sri Lanka.  
 
I would be grateful if you can spare some of your valuable time and provide the 
information. I assure you that the information you provide will be kept confidential and 
used only for research purpose. 
 
  Willing for interview......1  Not willing for interview......2 
 

 
 

Section 1 – Background of the people 
 

Sl No Questions Options Skip 

101 Sex of the respondent. Male ............................................ 1  

Female ......................................... 2 

102 How old are you? 
In completed years  

 

103 What is your highest year of 
schooling? 

In completed years  
 

104 What is your educational 
qualification? 

 
_____________________________ 
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105 What are the languages you 
can speak, read and write? 

Speak Read Write  

a Tamil    

b Sinhala    

c English    

d Others 1 (specify)    

e Others 2 (specify)    

106 What is your religion? Hindu ........................................... 1 
Christian ...................................... 2 
Other (specify) _______________ 9 

 

107 What is your caste?  
Write caste ___________________ 

 

108 What is your marital status? Unmarried ................................... 1 
Currently married ........................ 2 
Widowed ..................................... 3 
Deserted ...................................... 4 

 

109 No of family members 
Total                                            

 

Children less than 14 years  

Adolescents (15-18 years)    

Adults (19 to 59 years)          

Elders (60 years and above)  

110 In which month and year you 
first came to Tamil Nadu? 

  

First came year     

 

111 In which year you first 
returned from Tamil Nadu to 
Sri Lanka? 

 Return year          
 IDI 

112 In which year you visit Tamil 
Nadu for the second time? 

Revisit year           
 

113 When you first came to Tamil 
Nadu, approximately how 
many of your family members 
came with you? 

 

       
 

114 In which place you were living 
in Sri Lanka? (RECORD 
VERBATIM) 

 
______________________________ 
 

 

115 Were you living in a village or 
a town? 

Yes ............................................... 1  

No................................................ 2 
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Section 2 – Occupational adaptation 
 

201 What was your primary 
occupation in Sri Lanka? 

 
______________________________ 
 
Not working .................................99 

 
 
 

202 In Sri Lanka, were you 
employed for full time or for 
part time? 

Full time .......................................1  

Part time ......................................2 

203 On an average, how much was 
your monthly income in Sri 
Lanka? 

Rupees  
 

204 On an average, how much was 
your family’s monthly income 
in Sri Lanka? 

Rupees  
 

205 What is your current 
occupation here? 

 
______________________________ 
 
Not working .................................99 

 
 
 

206 In Tamil Nadu, are you are 
employed full time or part 
time? 

Full time .......................................1  

Part time ......................................2 

207 On an average, how much is 
your monthly income here? 

Rupees  
 

208 On an average, how much is 
your family’s monthly income 
here? 

Rupees  
 

209 How did you start searching job 
here? 

People came here and offered .....1 
Through local network .................2 
Visited places for work .................3 
Other (Specify) ______________  9 

 

210 CHECK Q201 AND Q205 
ABOVE. IN CASE OF DIFFERENT 
OCCUPATION, ASK... 
I want to confirm this with you 
that you were doing different 
work in Sri Lanka compared to 
the work that you do here. 

Yes ...............................................1  

No ................................................2 

211 How did you learn to do 
different work here? 

Learned by practicing ...................1 
Took some training .......................2 
My friends taught me ...................3 
Other (Specify) ______________  9 

 

212 What were the difficulties/challenges faced in doing the new work? 
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213 After coming here, have you 
ever been unemployed? 

Yes ................................................... 1  

No .................................................... 2 

214 For how many months or year 
you remained unemployed? 
 

Month  

  

Year     

 

215 What is the one main reason 
you think that you are not 
employed for full time here? 

No job opportunities here ............1 
We are refugees ...........................2 
No network with people here .......3 
Restrictions in camp .....................4 
Other (Specify) ______________  9 

 

 

Section 3 – Socioeconomic status 
 

301. What were the assets 
you had in Sri Lanka? 
 

302. Now who has these 
assets? 
Sold...............................1 
With relatives................2 
With family members...3 
Damaged......................4  
Army occupies.............5 
Don’t know..................6 

303. Do you think you can 
retain these assets when 
you go back to Sri Lanka? 
Yes..................1 
No...................2 
Don’t know.....3 

Had land in SL?  
  Yes-1; No-2 
 
Land – Acres ____ 

  

Had own house in SL? 
  Yes-1; No-2 
 
No of rooms in house ____ 

  

Type of house 
 Kacha…………1 
 Semi pucca…....2 
 Pucca………….3 

  

304.  What you think would have happened to your assets and other household 
 items, livestock (cow, goat, hen, etc) and all other amenities that you had in Sri 
 Lanka? 
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Section 4 – Social network and reunion 
 
Sl No Questions Options Skip 

401 Do any of your friends/ 
relatives/ family members 
from Sri Lanka living in Tamil 
Nadu? 

Yes .............................................. 1  
 408 No ............................................... 2 

402 
 

Where all they live in Tamil 
Nadu? 

Same camp .................................. 1  

Other camp ................................. 2 

With host population .................. 3 

Don’t know where they live ......... 4 

403 Do you contact them? Yes .............................................. 1  
 405 No ............................................... 2 

404 
 

How you contact them? Over phone ................................. 1  

Over letter ................................... 2 

Personal visit ............................... 3 

Other (specify) _______________ 9 

405 
 

Do they contact you? Yes .............................................. 1  
 408 No ............................................... 2 

406 
 

Of those friends/ relatives/ 
family members who live in 
other camp, how frequently 
you contact them or they 
contact you? 

Every day ..................................... 1  

Once in a week ............................ 2 

Once in a month .......................... 3 

No proper frequency ................... 4 

407 
 

Its been how many days since 
you were in contact with each 
other? 

 
Don’t remember................... 9998 

 

408 Do you have any friends / 
relatives / family members 
living in Sri Lanka? 

Yes .............................................. 1  
 414 No ............................................... 2 

409 Do you contact them? Yes .............................................. 1  
 411 No ............................................... 2 

410 How you contact them? Over phone ................................. 1  

Over letter ................................... 2 

Personal visit ............................... 3 

Other (specify) _______________ 9 

411 Do they contact you? Yes .............................................. 1  
 414 No ............................................... 2 

412 How frequently you contact 
them or they contact you? 

Every day ..................................... 1  

Once in a week ............................ 2 

Once in a month .......................... 3 

No proper frequency ................... 4 

413 Its been how many days since 
you were in contact with each 
other? 
 

 
Don’t remember................... 9998 
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414 Do you have any friends / 
relatives / family members 
living in Tamil Nadu who are 
Indian citizen? 

Yes .............................................. 1  
 420 No ............................................... 2 

415 You know them from Sri Lanka 
or know them after coming to 
Tamil Nadu 

From Sri Lanka ............................. 1  

After coming to Tamil Nadu ......... 2 

416 Do you contact them? Yes .............................................. 1  

No ............................................... 2 

417 Do they contact you? Yes .............................................. 1  
 420 No ............................................... 2 

418 How frequently you contact 
them or they contact you? 

Every day ..................................... 1  

Once in a week ............................ 2 

Once in a month .......................... 3 

No proper frequency ................... 4 

419 Its been how many days since 
you were in contact with each 
other? 

 
Don’t remember................... 9998 

 

420 Have you ever lost contact 
with any of your family 
members/relatives/friends due 
to war and conflict? 

Yes .............................................. 1  

 501 No ............................................... 2 

421 Did you ever tried to contact 
them? 

Yes .............................................. 1  

No ............................................... 2 

422 How did you contact them? Phone .......................................... 1 
Letter .......................................... 2 
Through people ........................... 3 
Other (specify) _______________ 9 

 

423 

 

Did you get through? How do you feel about it? What are the reasons that you 
could not contact them? 
 
 
 

 
  



177 
 

Section 5 – Adjustment with host population 
 

501 Do you attend any of the local 
festivals in your area? 

Yes .............................................. 1  

No ............................................... 2 

502 Do you attend any of the local 
marriages in your area? 

Yes .............................................. 1  

No ............................................... 2 

503 Have any of your family 
members married to the local 
Tamilians? 

Yes .............................................. 1  

No ............................................... 2 

504 Do any of your children study 
here? 

Yes .............................................. 1  

No ............................................... 2 

505 Where do they study? School ......................................... 1  

College ........................................ 2 

Other (specify) _______________ 9 

506 Do any of your children work 
here? 

Yes .............................................. 1  
 510 No ............................................... 2 

507 Are they regularly employed or 
partly employed? 

Regularly employed ..................... 1  

Partly employed .......................... 2 

508 How much do they earn per 
month? 

Rupees  
 

509 In the recent past, to what 
extent did you feel sad, 
depressed, fear or none of 
these? 

To a great extent ......................... 1  

Somewhat  .................................. 2 

Rarely I feel so ............................. 3 

Not at all ..................................... 4 

510 In the recent past, to what 
extent did you feel that your 
future is uncertain? 

To a great extent ......................... 1  

Somewhat  .................................. 2 

Rarely I feel so ............................. 3 

Not at all ..................................... 4 

511 In the recent past, to what 
extent did you feel you are a 
refugee? 

To a great extent ......................... 1  

Somewhat  .................................. 2 

Rarely I feel secluded................... 3 

Not at all ..................................... 4 

512 RECORD BASED ON OBSERVATION 

Extent of Sinhalese accent or 
Tamil assent the respondent 
has. 

Purely Tamil assent ..................... 1 
Purely Sinhalese assent ............... 2 
Mixture of both ........................... 3 
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Section 6 – Future intention about settlement 
 

601 Would you like to settle in 
India or go back to Sri Lanka? 

Settle in India .............................. 1  

Go back to Sri Lanka .................... 2 

Uncertain .................................... 3 

602 Why you want to go back to Sri Lanka? What are the expectations you 
have when you return to Sri Lanka? 
 
 
 
 

 

603 Why you want to settle in India? What are the expectations you have 
in India? 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Thank you! 
 

 


