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PREF .. A.CE : 

The Government used to ~mpil~ and pub~ District ManualS .for each distrl~t prior to 
1905. The manuals became obsolete within a iew ·ye~- of their publi~ti<n1; ·oofl.taining 
a8 they did not only m8.tter of a; more or less l>e~rment character stich as phpieal-character· 
istics, history, religio}l and ethnography, a~ also statistical matters which soon becanie ·out, 
of date. The Government decided to replace the District M~uals by another publication 
known as the pistrict Gazetteer, consisting of two- volumes, A and :B. The A .;olume 
contained descriptive matter and such general figures, 88 might be necessary to explain 
the text, and the B volu"me contained detailed statistics. They also ~cided th8.t th~' 
B volume should be brought out periodically,· especially after each deceniu&l census. 
Between 1905 and 1927 A volumes for thirteen districts were published. In 1927 they were 
discontinued. B volumes for all the districts were published between 1906 and 1915. 
They were continued to be published even after the 1931 census. · They were not publishe4-
after tlie 1941 census. ' 

· Village Statistics, containing the resUlts of the censtis for every ~age in the State,~ 
were first compiled and publish~ in 1872, at the ~~nee ofMt. C. E~ Gover, who was then 
the Census Officer in Madras. His successor,_ in 1882, considered t~t this publication led 
to needless expenditure and trouble in pri.ri.ting the tables Tillagewar,- but the ~vemment 
decided that the Village StatiStics should continue to be published..~ The practice of_ issuing· 
Village Statistics at every census was followed subsequently. -The Village Statistics_ me~~Y~ 
showed the number of occupied houses ~d population of each Village and town by religions. 

• > 

The idea of preparing the p~nt volume, viz., the District census ~andbook for each· 
district was put forward by Sri R. A~ Gopalaswami, I.C.S., R~gistrar-General, mdia, ·and. 
ex-officio Census Commissioner of Indi~, as part of a plan intended to. secure an effective . 
method of preserving the census records prepared for areas bel~w the District level. He 
proposed that all "the district census tables and_ census abstracts prepared ~uring the process 
of sorting and compilation should be bound together in a single manuscript volume, called 
the District Census Handbook, and suggested to the State Govemm~nts · that the 
handbook (with or without the additi~n of other useful information relating to the district) 
should be -printed and published, at their own cost, in the same ~anner as the Village 
Statist"cs in the past. In accepting this suggestion., the Govenim.ent of Madras-decided to;· 

print and publish the more imROrta.nt portion of statistical data relating to t~e district 
. - \ . ' 

and to pre36rve the rest of ~he reoord3 in a manuscript volume for any future_ use to w~ch 
they may be put. . · · · · "' · · : · · 

........ .;. 

2. The statist" cal: data ~mbodied in the -D~trict Censu; lla.ndbook have to be tiliderstood 
from.th3 b~ok~rolln:l of tn3 oha.ng~s introdu.ced in the 1951 census~ -The most importa.rit 

. -
and f11n:l~m3nta.l cha.llge intro:laced in the 1951 c~msus cQnsists ~ th~_ . .su"f?stitution.of an 

- • ··-: • •• ---i ;_ :1 

economic cla.ssilication of the paop~ fat the cla.ssifiaation l?ased on neUg_io~ ~~t Q>o'!!'!l'uniti~ 
• ! • ;.< ~--~ .... _.- '-

. , -



ii 

~Of~ in the past. The people were divided into two broad livelihood categories, the 
~gri,qul~~~--~~t ffon~~gtj~W.~ural. , .Fo.ur agricultural . classes and . four non-agricultural 
fl¥~!'~ w~r~~r.e~J~rff?e(}_~ ~qwn-~1~~-=..:.. .. . . ... '... .... '· . ~ ··. ' ·'' ' 

. . · .. · Agric~tu~at (Jla&su-

• .. I~ Cultiv~t()r~ pf _l~:t;t~, ,~ho~y .~r. m~inly owned., __ and their d~pe~dants •.. 
·' ;; . II~ Cultiya.tors; of.~d,. who[y or mainly unown~d, l).nd, their dependants. 

: :II~: CWtivatfug labourers and their dependants. -• • : . ·· ·• ·. · ·· . . 
IV. Non-cultivating owners of land, agricultural rent-receivers and their 

dependants~:_:_,~ : · <_: --· · ,. · 
~~: ,' . :. .. . . '.--- .... ( 

r' - _ .. N on-AgricUZtur~l Oiassu.;:_ 

; .. :.·, ;.· --:,. Pe~o~ (inci~dfu'g the4"_dependants) wh~ derive t!J.eir principat' means oflivelih~od 
from-:- ~. . : .. _ ,:. . . 

:: .(:. 

·_3 ~ . V. '. Prodl:lcl.;ion other than cultivation. 

VI.,Coninierce.. ... :. 

· · · ·vt1 ·· ~ranaport arid.' ... . ,.. ' . ' 

; VIIi. Other ~e~ces and 'miscellan~ous. sources. 

Each of the above eight livelihood classes :were divided into three sub-c~asses w~th reference 
•... .. ~ . . . '' . • ~-·' . . . . ·'' • . • •. . ;. t 

to, their economic statu8 as below.':~ · · 
,_, •• .. ' ., ~ ..... ~ ,;.,_ ·'- •• • '· • ., • ' • ~ _:. • •• ~ • ~ 

(i) . Se:f-supporting persons, · 

(ii) Non-eai.mng dependants, and 

, (iii}_ :E~niing·d~pend~ts. · 
. ji:tese livelilioo(l' sub..:classes have ·been defined in detail in the fiy-Ieaf notes attached to 
:Ectiriofu.:c Table B~t-bicluded.iri this Handbook. 

;.- . :. ,All_ ~op:~earning_ ::~ependants are economically passive,. and all earning dependants are 
economically semi-active. Ali self-supporting persons are ord nar]y economical y active, 
but, the "cla~se~ ~d,groups spe.c fied below co~titute_ an exception to this rule :-
, ·~ . -.• . .. ·- . '.. ·- . . . . . .., . . ' 

~ .-:3 .... -(1) S~lf:supportin.g pers.ons of Agricultura,l ~ass IV, 

_ (2) Self-supporting .persons of Live[hood Class VIII who derive their principal 
. :means ofli~elihood·from an!source other than through economic activity, viz_.-

. (a) Non-working owners of non-agricultural property, 

(6) Pensioners and remittance holders, 

(~)PersonS li~ on charlty and other persons with unproductive occupations, 

and -: .. ' ' .. 
" .. (d) Inmates- of penal institutionS and asylums. 

:Economically active _persons .engaged in cultivation are either cultivators or cultivating 
:labourers. -.Economic T.able B-1 gives particulars of the population classified acco_rding to 
:. tho 'eight livelihood classes and tl:e three sub-~lasses mentioned above. 

'; 

... ··. · Ecori.orirlcally ~cti~e pe~o~ engaged in industries and services have been classified 
' With reference to the nature' of the commodity produced or service performed. They are 
:further divided into three sections, v:z·., Employers~ Employees and Independent "Workers. . . . . . 



.iii 

l~~jriomic Table B-lli gi~es' particulars of the economic~lly active· i>ersons 'clasSified- unde.
tl.e· d:visions and subdivisions of industries and services; of 'the ID.dian-cenSU.S ·Eoonomie 
Classification Scheme. 

- · .... !-. .... ~.:·~ •• ·ot_ ' - '• ~ 

Table C-I,-included m ·t:hl8-ii&ndbOOk. oovers.'the popu'ation of sample-households and 
Tables C-IT ana C-IV cover· a .ten- per -cenir samp~e-population~ . ;The. meihod adopted. for 
extracting these samples has been _described in~detaij in .tlle Jly-J~(:note.s --~ttaC?h~ to the 
~levant ~bles. . . . = '· . _. . 

•. ·- • ~ < ... 

3. Scheme of the Cen8U8 Handboolc .-The Handbook has bOOn divided into -~~? __ part_~j 
Part I consists of three sections, namely, Section (i) con~g the gene~al ~pulation · 
tab!es (A series), the Economic Tables (B series), Sum.marf-figures for- Talllks (Tab:e E), 
Tab~es I, IT and III relatmg -to Small-scale Indu8trial establiShments and ·Table t. showing ' 
the incidence of !~prosy_; Sect:on (ii) containing the ~ural statistics, and Section-(iii) 
oontaining the Urban statistics, and Part II oontaining the Hous~hoid (StzefTable C-I, and 
Tables showing Livelihood classes and literacy by age-groups (C-IJ and C:-IV), _the Sociat and 
Cultural Tables (D series) and an abstract of non-agricultural occupations i:D._the district. - ' . . . -- . {' ' . 
Among the tables included in the_ Handbook, Table A-IV~-Towns classified: by population 
with variations since 1901, Economic Table B-II-Secondaey means of livelihood under 
~ach livelihood class and Table.C-II-Livelihood classes by age-groups furnish information 
at the district level. The other population tables in the A.:.series~ th~ sum.malj figureS--- for . 
Taluks (Table E) and the infirmity Table L showing- the· incidence -of leprosy furnish 
information for each taluk in the district with a d:strict .total. . :T~e. _ rura~ · statistics in 
Part !-Section (ii) furnish basic information in respect of every, village and town 
arranged according to census tracts. In addition to th~ ~tal population of the -riuag~, and 
its distribution among the eight livelihood classes,·information regarding the n~ber ·of· 
literates, the cultivated area, the n~ber of smal:-soal~ ind~trial 'establishments under 
categories, textile and non~textile and the number of leprosy cases and doubtful cases has· 
been included. .. · · · - · · · · ·· · 

The mhan 'statistics in Part I~eciion (iii) furniSh similar -infonriation exeept th~t 
relating to cultivated area in respect o~ every ·unit classified as' city or {,ensus town in· the 
district with ward·wise data. ' .. 

-. 
All other tables included in the Handbook provide information for units. called census 

tracts with totals for the district. · · · · j,. , -_ . ~ • , . • _ . , 

4. CenBU8 Tracta.-A distinctive featUre of the cen8us statisti~ ~ its rural urban break:. 
up designed with ·a vie~ to Cc>mpare the conditio~ and . ~ha~cteristics. ~f the. rural and 
urban populat:on. The rural areas of each district were therefore kept distinct from t~e 
urban areas. For facilitating tabulation these area.S were divided intO ·a n~ber of runi.I 
and urban tracts. As far as possible, the rural~ in ~eli taluk was constituted into a 
single rur8.f'fi:ct. 'In a few caSe8 how~ver where the talub'were small in size With referenee 
to tht)ir popuiation, the ~!areas of'more.than one; taluk_were t&k.en together as a single 
rural tract. The urban tracts h8.ve been fomi.ed out of areas declared as cities' and censUs 

. towns in ~ch district •. ,Every city Was treated_ as a sep~te ~~a~~- To~ other than 
ci&~ were ~uped io~ether. io form ~on~ty.~b~ t~cis: ·-.~ereve.r:p<>s~ibl~~~the_ :~wDs 
in each tal~k ~ere constituted into a single ~9n-city urb~ ira~~:.~: ~.·c~~s· ~he~e. the to\Vfts 

. in a td~ ha.d a J)opulat.i~n or iess ~than· co,ooo :tiie towns iiiino:e·tha.D. ·one· tatukwere ~ti~ 
.. . . . . .. .. 



'together to form a·non-city urbap. tract .... Al tlie rural tracts in the State have been assigned 
hUinber8 ·in one series, the non-city urbari .tracts in another series and the city tracts in a 
third series. In all the tables where the data. have been furnished.for tracts, the tracts 

, have_ been .d~npted by m,unbers. that .hav!3 been assigned ~o them. A list of .tracts into 
: i~~h th.~'distrlct ha~been diVided and ~he. areas c~mpris~~ jii each is furnished in the fly-leaf 
. ~Ott? t<! ec~:non;Uc Table B-I relating to the district: · · 

The districts, taluks and. villages mentioned in the Tables and Abstracts have been 
:.· ~OWll along :with th.e ·census Jocation code numbers a~igned to them for 'purposes of 

censu$ o~~tion8. ·. ··· · ·· 0 

• • • • 

. The numbers 'given to the Tables in this J>Ublicatiori correspond to those given in the 
State C_ens~s Report. · -

. . 
_- = .-: Elaborate notes explaining the scheme of each .. Table have been introduced in the 

. . I 

fly-Jeaf attached to each, wj.th a yiew t<? enable the reader to get a precise idea. of the data. 
fllfD.ish~d ill th.e T~ble • 

. 5. Tq,blu relating to Small-scale lndustries.-In the year· 1950 a census of Small-scale 
Industries was instituted under the orders of the Government. The object was to get some 
idea about small industries such as cottage and home· industries, small establishments 

.. ~ ' 
workshops, etc., where articles were produced, repaired or otherwise treated for sa'e, use or 
disposal and small mines. The enquiry was confined to establishme~ts to which the 
Factories Act ·was not_ applicable. Individuals who worked on their own and did not 
employ other people. were left out of account. From the data collected three Tables were 
prepared aD.~ they have been included in the Handbook. Information giving village-wise 
and ward-wise information for Small-seal~ Indus~ries have been incorporated in the rural 
and urbari. stat~tics. The details collected and embodied in the Tables are not to be consi
dered accurate or exh~ustive, as the enumeration staff employed had not been trained for 
the purpose and some cases of under enumeration were noticed. However, the figures given 

: in the Tables may be sufficient to give an insight into the p.ature of the industries prevalent 
in· the different parta of the district. 

6. Opportunity has been taken to put in a. short introductory note detailing the salient 
. points connected with the district, such as the physical features, climate, rainfall, irrigation 
and drainage facilities, roads and other communications, crop statistics, education, indus
trio~ and other matters of general interest. The information contained in the introductory 
note is based on the materials furnished by Collectors of districts ar.d Departments of 
Government. Th.e District Gazetteer was also free~y referred to. The relevant paragraph 
of the 1951 Census Report discussing the growth of population in the district has also been 
incorporated in the proper place. 

.......... 
A district map-showing taluk boundaries, physical features, important roads and places 

with a. population exceeding 5,000 is also attached. 

It is hoped that this Handbook will serve as a book of reference on matters relating to 
the district and that it will be found useful both by Departments of Government and the 
public 

J. I. ARPUTHANATHAN, · 
Superintendent of Census Operations, Madra.s. 


