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NOTE 

l. Census of India, 1951, Volume XVI, for Vindhya Pradesh, 
is divided into the iollowing parts:-

Part I .... Report and Subsidiary Tables. 

Part II 

Part III 

General Population, Age, Social and Economic 
J'ables. 

District Census Handbooks. 

2. The Administration Report is in two parts:-

Part I .... Enumeration (The Enumeration Procedure
Training of Staff-The Census Question
naire and details of putt-ing it across to the 
People-The National Register of Citizens). 

Part II .... Tabulation. 



. INTRODUCTION 

Introductory:-The Census of 1951 is the eighth decennial census. of 
tbe people of Vindhya Pradesh. All the past censuses in this Pradesh h~ve 
1Jeen synchronous with those in the rest of India. 

2. Reference Date:-Sunrise of 1st March, 1951 was fixed as the 
reference date for 1951 Census. Enumeration began 'from the 9th Feb.ruciry, 
1951 and continued ttpto 28th February, 1951. Final checking was don<: on . 
the 1st, 2nd and 3rd March, 1951 with reference to the position at the Sunrise · 
time on the 1st March, 1951. A slip was prepared for each person. The old 
system of one night census was given up in the 1951 ·Census. Everybody ·was 
recorded at his normal place of residence. The enumeration lasted for· 20 
days. I£ a person was not to be in his normal place of res~dence b~tween ~he 

. "9th and the 23th February, he was not enumerate~ in ~is normal place~·of. 
residence. 

' I 

· 3. Housele!'s 1•ersons, Tourists and WanderingT~ihes:,-~These w.ere . 
enumerated on the evening of the 28th February wlterever found. camping. ·. 
Iri 1951 Census the old system of stopping the Railway'trains·and enumera~ing 
all the passengers was given up. Every body who was expected to be in·· his 
normal place of residence between 9th and 28th February was enumerated at 
his place of residence. Enumerators were instructed to inquire ,from guests 
and persons found in hotels and Dharamshalas if they expected to return to 
their normal places of residence during the enumeration :periOd or if. they · had 
left their normal residences after the enumeration had .started and if their 
replies were in the negative to both the questions~ tliey ~e-~e: enum~rated where 
found. ; .. , ~ . · ~ · ; . . 

4. Census Divisions:...:...District Census Officers (Additional Deputy Com
missioners) were responsible for all the Census work in their districts. Every 
Tehsil and every r..r unicipal town were made into a Census Charge and the 
Tehsildar or the Municipal Secretary was appointed as the·· Charge Superin
tendent. Every charge was divided into Census· circles and 'every circle into 
blocks. From 10 to 15 blocks were made into a circle ... One enumerator was 
responsible for one block and one Supervisor was responsib!e for one .circle. 
In Rural areas Revenue Patwaries and School teachers were' appointed Super
visors. All Supervisors were Government Servants. There were 37 Census 
charges, 1,76.5 Circles, 20,64-8 Blocks and i,765 Supervisors and .20,648 Enume-
rators in Yindhya Pradesh. . . . . . . ~ . ... . . 

5. House Numbering:-One number was allotted to ·every household 
living in a house. Numbers were painted on every house ... It was impressed 
on the census staff and the people living in the houses that the Censes numbers 
will be maintained liy the occupier or the owner of the . house in future. 
There were continuous numbers in a village. In towns and· big viltag,es; the 
n_umbers continued for a Mohall a or a ward. Ho~se lists were. prepared 
Simultaneously with the house numbering. There ·are 10,988 · villages and 
towns and 756,957 Houses in Vindhya Pradesh. . : : 

.. · 6. }Location Code Number:-Location Code·, Numbers for tlie. Districts 
were. fixed _by .the Census Commissioner ·for:. India. · Locaticm __ Code ·Numbers 

_ for th_e- charges were fixed by the Superintendent, Census ¥indhya Pradesh. 
Location Code Numbers for the circles were fixed by the Charge Superinten-
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dents witli the approval of th~ District Census Officers. Serial numbers for
the blocks in every circle were fixed by; tlie Supervisors. 

· 7. N~n-Synclironous Tracts:-Hilly and Forest areas were treated as. 
non-synchronous tracts and enumeration in such areas was begun from 1st 
February instead of the 9th February. 

(l) Singrauli,· (2) Deosar, (3) Gopadbanas, (4) Pushprajgarh, (5) 
Beohari, (6) Pawai, (7) Bijawar, (8) Ajaigarh, (9) Shahdol . (Rural) and. 
( 10) Seondha Tahsils were treated as non-synchronous areas. 

B. Census Act:-1948 Census Act of India was applicable in Vindhya 
Pradesh also. 

9. Enumeration slips:-There were the following 14- questions marked· . 
l, 2, 3, 4 and so on on the slips. Replies to the questions were recorded by · 
contractions except for the first question which was for name with father's or· 
busba'nd's name. Contractions reduced the writing work to the minimum and 
they were very much appreciated. Roman numerals would have been easkr to
decipher than the Arabic numerals for those who are not familiar with the
English numerals. Following were the Census questions. 

1. Name with father's or husband's name (for married women) with.. 
relationship with the head 'of the family. 

2. · (a) Nationality 

(b) Religion 

(c) Special (Group) 

~·. Civil Condition 

4. Age· 

5. Birthplace 

6~ Are you a displaced person? District of origin and year of" 
coming. 

7. .Mother tongue. 
8. Any other Indian I.:anguage, if spoken. 

9.' (a) Are you self-supporting llr partly or wliolly dependent? 

(b) Are you an employer, or an employee or an independent~ 
worker? . 

10. Occupation. 

11. Secondary occupation. 

12. Literacy. 

13 •. ·• Un-employment. 
14. Sex. 

:At the top of each slip the name of the village,· the Charge Numb'er, ·the
Circle Number the Block number and the number of the House was writteq in/· 
ink by the enumerator; . 
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. 10. Out the 14 questions, question No. 13 W<!~ left for any kind of loc~l 
inquiry. Hon'ble the Chief Commissioner directed that like Bombay· and 
Uttar Pradesh, States inquiry should be made about the number Qf un-employed 
persons in Vindhya Pradesh and the period of the.ir un-em~loyment • ._ · 

11. National Citizen Registers were written for every village simulta• 
neous]y with the writing of the slips. The register contains the same informa
tion about every individual as the Enumeration slip: One line has been devoted 
for one person. This will afford a permanent record of the population and. it 
wi11 maintain an upto date information by postings yearly about Births and 
Deaths and ~ligration and will serve useful purpose ~or. majntaining the Elec
toral HolJs and for any kind of sample inquiries. 

12. Sort;ng and Tabulation: -A Central Sorting and· Tabulation .Office 
was opened at Rewa and the I. T. C. Military Buildings were kindly allowed 
for office use by the Central Defence Department through the good offices of 
the Census Commissioner for India. The office was started from 1-4-19j 1. 
150. Sorters@ Rs. 25/- + .Rs. 21/- D.A. per month and 22 Compiler-Checkers 
on Rs. 45/- + Rs. 33/- D. A. and 11 Supervisors on Rs. 75/- + Rs .. 33/- D. A. 
were appointed. The whole staff was recruited between the 2Qth Marc~ and the 
15th April, 1951. Sorter Tickets, Compilation Statements and Sorting Instru~-, 
tionswere printed in Hindi at the Government Press, Rewa. The Sorting Office 
was disabanded from 31-7-1951. 4 Head Tabulators on Rs. 75/- + Rs. 33/-, 
10 Tabulators on Rs. 55/-+ Rs. 33/- D. A. and 8 Assistant Tabulators on 
Rs. 35/- + Rs. 26/- D. A. were selected from the Sorting cffice staff for Tabu
lation Office. This number was reduced from after the. end of October 1951 and 
the remaining staff worked till the end of March 195~. Two Head Tabulato('s. 
Shri Beni Madhow and Shri Chhote Lal worked till the· publication of the 
l{eport and the Tables was completed. On account of their know~edge of tP,e 
details from the very beginning they were very helpful till the completion of 
the work. 

13. Provisional Total:-Provisional totals were telegraphed by th~ 
District Census Officers to the Census Commissioner for India on the lOth of 
March, 1951. Charge Superintendents were scheduled to communicate the 
Charge totals to the District Census Officers on the 8th March and the Super
visors were to communicate the provisional totals of their circle on the 6th March. 
The Enumerators after. the final checking from the 1st to the Jrd March were 
to assemble at a previously fixed spot in their circles and . were to deliver the 
enumerator's abstract for their respective blocks on the 4th March. The pro· 
visional total for Vindh}'a Pradesh was 3,577,429 persons and the final total 
l1as come out to be 3,574,690; a difference of 2,739. 

14. Officials of the various departments and offices who were enrolled as 
Enumerators and Supervisors were allowed leave individually for 1 to 2 days 
for training in October and for about 2 or 3 days for numbering the houses 
during November and half holiday of about a week during the preliminary 
enumeration during February and again half holiday for submitting the pro
visional totals between 1st to 4th March. No general holidays were declared
for census work. 

_ 15. Cost of the Censu~:-A~tual expenditure under head ~nsus during 
19,:,~-51 was Rs. 41,000. dunng l9.Jl-52 Rs. 95.108 and during- 52.:SJ Rs. 25.267. 
Durmg 53-54 up to 31st August Rs. 4,781/-· Estimated expenditure from 
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1st September. 1953 to 31st December, 1953 is Rs. 8,460/-. So the total· cost 
including printing will be Rs. 174,614/-. Cost of the Census enumeration, 
Sorting Tabulation and printing of Report during 19-1-1 for Rewa State was 
Rs. 33,824-jl0/9. In 34- integratiag States cost of enumeration was incurred 
by the States individually, Partial Sorting and Tabulation was done for. them 
at Nowgong and its cost was Rs. 14,429. 

16~ Co-operation of the public:-This was the first Census of the ·In
dependent India. In some towns some unwillingness on the part of the non
officials to shoulder the resposibilities of the enumerators was reported. There 
was no difficulty in this connection in the Rural areas. A message from 
Hon'ble The Home Minister C. Rajagopalachari explaining the national 
aspect of the Census. work encouraged the Honorary Census staff to accomplish 
their task carefully and enthusiastically. In certain towns un-willing enume
rators bad to be changed by sensible and willing workers. Action against 
them under the Indian Census Act was too cumbersome to be of any help. 

17._· Recognition of the Census work:-36 President's Silver ~Iedals and 
72 Bron:Ze Medals accompanied by a certificate signed by ths Registrar General 
have been awarded to those among the District Census Officers, Charge Super
intendents, Supervisors and Enumerators, who have shown zeal and respon
sibility in the enumeration. Award of medals encouraged the enumeration 
very· m~ch: · 

18. Acknowledgement:-~Iy first thanks go to 20,6-1-8 enumerators and 
i,765 Supervisors who worked hard in thick jungles and difficult and di~tant 
corners to complete the enumeration accorrting to the instructions and accord.; 
ing to the time schedule. Their job was honorarv. Then 1 thank the thirty
seven Charge Superintendents on whom was the responsibility of supen·ising 
the house· numbering, enumeration, and distribution of varions forms. to the 
Supervisors and enumerators. District Census Officers were responsible · for 
the Census work of their districts. l thank them for their hard and timely 
wotk. l thank Pt. Har Prasad Tiwari retired Deputy Secretary Revenue for 
~i~_ ta~tful handling of the Tabulation Office. · · · 
• .• J - . . 

- _ il am· grateful to Shri B. K. Pillay, LC.S. Chief Commissioner and after· 
him Sbri K. Santbanam, Lieutenant Governor of Vindbya Pradesh for· the~ 
personal interest they took in the Census work which resulted in warding ~off 
aWburdles for me during Enumeration, Tabulation, writing of the report"and 
its· pubiication. · · · 

I can not close this without expressing my deep sense of gratitude to Sliri 
R. A. Gopalaswami, I.C.S., Census Commissioner for India for timely instruc
tions,: perscnal discussions, and very kind help and guidance at every step 
without: which success of the work would have been difficult. · -

N. K. DUBE. 

KOTE 

· · The Statements made: and conclusions drawn in this report are 
: wh.91Iy the- responsibility of :the- author alone in his personal 
. c~pacity and do ~t necessarily represent the \:iews Qf Government. :: 
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