CENSUS OF INDIA, 1921
VOLUME XI

S S

CENTRAL PROVINCES
BERAR

PART I-REPORT

BY

N. J. ROUGHTON, BA, LCS,
SUPBRINTENDENT OF CENSUS OPERATIONS, CENTRAL PROVINCES AND BERAR

NAGPUR
PRINTED AT THE GOVERNMENT PRESS

1923



Agents for the sale ry Books pubiished by the Central Provinces'
Government. ..

¢ : IN ENGLAND.

erasiE & Co.,~10, Orange Stroet, Twicester 8quare, London, W. C
o Co PTQBKING & SDN, 9 Bmdgi %;:aeb S%léi.cmmstem?‘ Izon(%n,ds 'V% G, and
¥ PavL, Tnmm, TRUBNER 6 arter Lane, London, an
Esad 3, Wew Oxford Street, London, W. C .
E. Qmmrm, 11 Grafton Street, New Bond Sbreeh, London, W,
@Gzivpiay & Co, b4, Parliament Btyeet, Londoy, 8. W.:
Deicaron Brin & Co., Lp, Cambmd.ge
B. H. BracgweLy, 80 & b1, Brosd Street Oxford.
Haxzy 8 Kixe & Co., 66, Comhll. Lomlon, B C
. Luzac & Co., 46, Great "Russell Sireet, Tondon, W. C.-
W. Tiicken & Co;, 2, Creed Isne, London, E. C.
Mpssns, HKasr & Wesr, Lrn., 3, Vietoria Strest, London, BW.L
Qrivee & Boyp, Tweeddal urt, Ed.mb
E. Porsonsy, LTD, 116, Gufion Street,
T, ¥iserr Unwix, Leo, 1, .&de] i Terrace, London, w. 0.
Mzasrs. WrsLooN AND WEsLEY, Lmn 2, 3 4 Arthur Street, New Oxford Street,

on,

ON THE COT&TTINENT.‘ -

Eaxesr Lerovs, 28, Bus Bonaparts, Paris.
. MaBTINUB Nxmow, The
Orro Hazeassowirz, Leipsig,
FRIEDLANDES & Sarm, Borlin,

1N INDIA ATD THE COLONIES.

Tmcm, Spine & Co., Caloutta and Simla.
Newmax & Co, Calentta. .
R. CAmpray Co., Caleuttan, P
' 8. K. Lamigr & Co,, Culoutta.

Bonrseworte & Co., (Iyvra), Lrp, 8. %, Hastings Street, Calcntts.
Carourra BoEoos Boox 48D Usnmm Lxm:«mvnn Socrery, Caleutta,
Tuz Warpox Liszaxy, 18/6, Chowringhes Road, Caloutta,

M. C. Siecar & Sows, 76, Harrison Road, Calentta, '
Tar ASi00IALION Prusg, Colentta.
Taz Pnopnm'mn, Ixmnmmmx. Buopaisr Book DBPOT, 4, Chandney C‘howk,
1ot Lane, Coloutta, = .
A. 5 Comammn & Co., Bombay.
Trrorer & Co, Lrp, Bombay
BADEABAT ATHARAM $AG008, Bombay.
Suxpeg Paxsorang, 25, Kalbadevi Road, Bombay,
mucmnm Goviap & Rox, Booksellers, Kalbadevi, Bnmlmy.
. . A.J, CoxnRine® & Co., Madras,

- Hiesixsorean & Co, Madms.
V. Kavyananawm Ivee & Co Madras.
6. A, Narmasx & Co, Madros,
i B Muzway & Co., Madras,
' TroxreoN & Co., Madris.
S Temern & Co., Madras.
Bat Sakizs M. Goras Sixen & Soxs, Lahore,
Tue ProprizTon, Nrwan Kisaone Parss, Tucknow,

1{. B. Maruun, SorEnIsTENDRNT, Nazaie Kawus Hinp Presy, Alla.habad
A, I, Wazries & Co, Allahabad, Csloutts and Bombay.
SUPRRINTENDENT, ANERICAN Barrise Misszox PrEgs, Rangoon.
Maxaces, GENERAL Boox Drebr, Nagpur and Jub bulpare.

o Tuu Minsorg, “ The Hitwwad, Nngpnr.
i OAM&d anusox, Booksellers, Ceylon,  »
Bugo 8. . TAtuqpas, Propritor, Stmdeuts & Co, Cooch Bebar,
Tuz Srakvaed Boossrart,
Kanoanpas WanaxpAs & Soxs, Surat.

Mursar Spara Rax, Mnnn.gmg Proprietor, Indian Army Book Depdt,
- Tar Propgierors, New l%zoii;ﬁabkh Poona.
Tug Oxrorp Book a¥p Srarronery Co., Delhi;. -

Tum Parxa Law Pozse Co,, Pahu.

oo ortim—




TABLE OF CONTENTS

PAGS,

Map of the Central Provinces and Berar ._‘ " Front  pies
Introduction C e D T e - ito iy

CHAPTER L.-— DISTRIBUTION AND MOVEMENT. OF PoPULATION.

Description of the .Province—Area, Population and Density~»Variations -in populs .
ation at preyious censuses—Conditions during the Decade—Prices and Wages- .
Material expansion of the Province~~Comparison between deduced and census |
‘populations-~Mortality dueto particular diseases—-Vaciation in population during
the decade by natural divisions~Housing~Pressurp .of population on means of... -
subsistence * . Ll L L by Dl e e e T

- Subs:dnary Tables: . o e LT e T e e YRIRS ¥ |

M ‘\ [ZA I S

O Y ML ST BURNS LTt IR S WE o
CHAPTER 1L, THE POPULATION OF | CITiES, TOWNS AND VILLAGES. .

i

D_'e-ﬁ'nition of town--Growth of urban pOpula’tio"rf-‘-'-ﬂAnaly'sis"of the urban pqpulat‘wh; -

-~ "'by natural divisions=~Housing in towns--Villages Lo 3"3’73
Subsidiary Tables ‘ T e ) - . 38
Appendix~Statistics of overcrowding in towns . o w40

CHAPTER [I].-~BIRTH-PLACE.

"Sum;nary of statistics—Different kinds of migration—Extra and intra-provincial
migration L e s e | 43
Subsidiary Tables v we 46

CHAPYER V.~ RELIGION.

'ﬁumxﬁajry of statistics=~General distribution~—Hindus—Animists~-Muhammedang-

Christians—= Other religions-- Religions in towns w 871
_ Subsidiary Table . w . b4
o | _ CHAPTER V.—-AcE.

Reference to statistics—-Accuracy of age return-~Present age distribution
" ‘of the 'Province—Age distribution by natural divisiong——Effect of the
consumption of alcohol on age distribution—Age distribution by religions
and castes-——Mean age--Statistics of births ~The influenza epidemic-The
' Death*r&te . Y ' 1.0 nee ani 69
Sub%idiary Tables . - b e, ' we 715

”

o, Cuarregr VI.—5EX,
““Reference ta statistics—Proportion of sexes in the Province and natural divisionsee
Proportion of sexes in different religions and castes—~Comparison with vital
statistics~-Proportion of sexes at different age periode~Chhota Nagpur

States—Peculiar conditions of the decade—General conclusions w87
ubsidiary Tables D “ we 91
\Appendix~~ Size of families in the Province o 9B

CHAPTER im.- Civi. CONDITION.

Réference to and meaning of statistics—Distribution by age--Analysis by sex
and religion-- Variations by Natural Divisions— Civil condition in cities=m

Civil condition by selected castes e “er e 103
Subsidiary Tables | . - w 108
‘:wf":!

CHAPTER VII[‘.-L[TERACY.

Reference toand meaning of statistics-~Extent of literacy in the Province and
natural divisions—Progress during the decade~-Literacy by religion and
caste= Literacy in English - - w310

-Subsidiary Tables " v w119

Cuaerter [X.-LANGUAGE.

Reference to statistics-=Accuracy of the language table—The principal varnacular
languages—Hindi—~Rajasthani--Marathi~-Uther Ayran languages—Gondi—
Other languages=-Displacement of non~Aryan by Aryan languages e 129

Subsidiary Tables - e o 133

.
CHAPTER X.~=INFIRMITIES.

Reference to statistics-Accnracj of the record-~Insanity—Deaf mutism-~Blindness-—
Leprosy ! o' e voe w134
SUbSidiafy Tablﬂs wae . T i tane ’4‘ .



2

CHAPTER XI—CASTSE. PAGE.

. Reference to statistics—~Scope of chapter-~Restriction of enquiry—Scope and

“ ‘method of inguiry—Accuracy of the record--Classification of castes—Castes.
. discussed under their occupational groups——The untouchables C T e 144
Subsidiary Tables ‘ e - b 130

CHAPTER, XIL.~~-OCCUPATION, - -

Reference to statistics—Claracter of the information asked for--Accuracy of the
return~~-System of classification adopted~-General distribution of occupations
in the Province--Workers and dependents—Occtipation of females-~Urban
industries~~Occupation by castz and religion-—Combination of agriculture
and other occupations—Variations in occupation, during the decade, discussed
under sub-classes-~The industrial census—=The personnel of industrial
clagses—Workmen—Female labour—-Child labour-~Movement of industrial
labour=-The system of cash advances to labour«~Condition of the labouring
classes-~Organisation of labour—Adequacy of labour supply-~Local an
cottage industries—-Conditions of rural trade s - e 161

Subsidiary Tables = o e e e 179



INTRODUCTION.

There were no changes during the decade "1911—1gz1, in the external
CHANGES APFECTING THE . boundaries of the area administéered by the Goyern-

. Causus Oxeansamon. ‘et of the Central Provinces, which constitutes one
terntonial unit for the. purpose of the census  orgamsation, and except for a
rearrangement of the Balaghat, Bhandara and Nagpur districts internal arrange-
ments were little disturbed. - This report therefore, as at the census of 1911, deals
with the 18 British districts of the Central Provinces, the four districts of Berar,
and the 15 Feudatory States. = - ) i |

The decenmal census of this Province was taken for the sixth time on
the night of the 18th March 1921, and a detalled account of the method -
of cnumeration of the people and of the co-ordination of - the figures so obtained
will be found in a separate report called the Census Administration Report.
In dealing with a population containing over 95 per cent of illiterates, it. is
impossible to- adopt the method, which obtains in many civilised countries, of
cailing upon the head of each household to fill in a form giving particulars of the
inmates of his house on a particular ‘night. * Indeed, the first dificulty which
confronts the authoritics consists in determining what constitutes a house. Even
in towns an orderly row ‘of habitations is seldom found, while in the country
structures ranging from the superior edifice of the vilage headman are mingled
with ephemeral huts which form the habitation sometimes of cattle and sometimes
of human beings. ~ The first step, therefore, 1s to number.the houses, and care has
.to be taken that new structures, which may spring up like mushrooms in a -night,
are continually added to the list. About 50 houses' ate .then formed in a block
under one enumerator who may even, if no literate resident can be found, live at
some little distance, and the blocks again are formed into circles under a Supervisor
and the circles into chargés under a Charge Superintendent, the scale which
experience has found to be most convement being 12 blocks per circle and
15 circles per charge. . In the Central Provinces and Berar, rural areas are, for the
purpose of administration, divided into the Revenue Idspectors’ Circles for the
census, and the Revenue Inspector is invariably the Charge Superintendent and
his circle the charge. Below the Revenue Inspector is the patwari, who m the
Central Provinces 1s in charge of a circle which makes-a convenient -@ensus circle,
while in Berar, where the patwari is generally a hereditary official for a village,
which will frequently be too small tor a census circle, more or less arbitrary
divisions of the. census charge have to be made. In both areas the Revenue
Inspectors and patwaris under the immediate supervision of that useful officer, the
Tahsildar, form the backbone of the census organisation, and as- many of them
have cxperience of one or more censuses, they form an extremely efficient staff.
Above the Revenue Inspectors come -the Tahsildar, the Assistant or Extra-
Assistant Commissioner and the Deputy Commissioner. - The last-named official
may, if he can spare the time, take the whole of the census arrangements under
his personal care, but he usually deputes one of his assistants as District Census
Officer. . The remaining assistants are responsible for the work in the portion-ef -
the district known as a Sub-division which is administered by them, and in additidn
one or more of them.may be put in charge of those portions of the operations,
such as the railway census or the enumeration in large cities, fairs or industrial
centres, which call for special supervision. - Each Sub-division contains according
to its size one or more tahsils under a 1ahsildar, who, while the census operations
are in progress, is continially on the move checking the actual work done, and
seeing that the Charge Superintendents keep the lower census officials up to the
mark, In addition to this, other touring officials in a district” are given -a. simple
set of instructions, and asked to' check -thé enumeration in the places through
which they pass, It will thus be seen that the - census organisation follows that
of the district very closely, and each official of the district staff ‘has to supervise
the census work of his immediate official subordinate, and not "only is he by this
means able to exert sufficient authority to kéep his subordinates up to. the mark,
but practically the whole of the supervision in rural.areas is done without
any extra cost to Government by the . district” officials on their ordinary rounds
of duty. e T REE o L

In many of the Feudatory States one or two charges sufliced for the whole
of the State, but in Bastar there “were as many as. 20.. . Where there is- a- regular
land: revenue - system as in the British . districts, the revenue units coincided
“with those of . the census. . Elsewhere, arbitrary. divisions similar to those *of -the
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sched
"'The schedules were ready about a month before the census, and they constituted

preceding c;ansus were formed and put ur;dér the various State officials, It was
here that literate enumerators were sometimes difficult to find, and it was occa-
sionally necessary to combine two blocks under one enumerator.

* Tn urban areas the work is done through the municipal authorities under the
supervision of Government officials deputed for the purpose. It the town is large
enough, it constitutes a separate charge. The other: census d_mszons have to be
made arbitrarily, though it is often possible to make the circle coincide with
municipal ward under the ward member, With a larger proportion of literates

than in the country, there was not the same difficulty in obtaining sufficient literate

enumerators from  Government and municipal servants, pensioned officials, and the
‘general public. The total census staff for the Province was 95,830 Enumerators,
8,770 Supervisors and 689 Charge Superintendents, or in all 103,289, :

The orgaﬁisatibn of census divisions and staff occupied the hot weather and

‘rains of 1920, but it is probable that an unnecessarily long period was allowed for

these preparations, which might be curtailed by about 'three’rnonths. Local opera-
tions began with the house-numbering at the end of the rains by the supervisors
with tke assistance of the enumerators. -The structural definition of thie house

‘was again taken in this Province, and was extended to the five Chhota Nagpur

States, which were transferred from Bengal prior to the previous census, at which

the commensal family was there taken as the- unit. The structural definition is
‘generally more suited to the habits of the mhabxtgpts, and there is considerable
.administrative advantage in retaining the deﬂmtlox} familiar to many of the
census staff from the preceding census, At the time of house-numbering, the

supervisor prepared a house-list for his circle showing every ‘house and head
of a family. copy of this served the enumerator as a block_ list, The circle
register was then prepared, and served as a record for the circle organisation,
subsequent changes being entered in it as they occurred. The statistical informa-
tion contained in the circle register was used to check the issue of formsfrom
Nagpur, which had previously been roughly “calculated on the population of the

previous census, |,

With the "tourin;g s;asdn—‘ m .th.é cold weather of 1920-2f , the bulk of the work

‘in conngction with the census began, House-numbering was first checked, and
‘corrected where necessary ; and the numerous staff had to be trained in its various
- duties.” Conferences were called at convenient centres by the district officers,

and personal instruction on the spot was continuously given. Special arrange-
ments had to be made for fairs, railways, the more important industrial con-

. cerns, and for any places where an unusually large concourse of people might be
‘expected: The operations were further complicated by the famine conditions pre-
v

ent over a large part of the Province, which, apart from the extra burden they

‘threw on the district official, caused a considerable portion of the populace to leave

their homes in seaich of employment. After the enumerators had been
thoroughly trained, they entered the particulars required to be given in the census
xﬁes, having, in most:cases, prepared them beforehand on blank slips of paper.

the preliminary record, which continued to be checked by every official who could
be made available until the final night of the census, '

The final census was taken between 4 p, m. and midnight of the night of
March 18th; which was selected so that the light of the moon would assist enume-
rators 'in their movement from house to house. . Each house was visited in turn,
and the preliminary record was brought up-to*date by striking out absentees and’
entering the details required for new-comers, The usual halting places were then
searched for travellers, and those who could not produce a pass showing they had
been enumerated elsewhere were included in the block in which they were found,
In spite of the large aréas of wild and jungly country contained in the Province,
it was nowhere found necessary to omit the final enumeration, though it was taken
during the day-time of the 16th, 17th or 18th March in certain tracts,

Assoon as the schedules were ready, the enumerators met at appointed

- ‘places, and prepared statements showing the number of the houses and the popula-

tion of their blocks, The figures were then compiled by the supervisor into a

. summary for his circle, and taken ‘to the charge superintendent, who compiled 3

similar summary for his charge and sent it to the district head-quarters, where the
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‘totals were added together and reported -by telegraph. Very elab .
ments were made beforehand for pthe‘ collgction g;flfzhe totalg at cﬁﬁiﬁﬂ 2%2
tres, and they worked with such success that it was possible to issne in the Prove:
mcial Gazetse of March 26th=—only eight days-after the census—a statement show- -
ing the population, of the whole of the Central Pravinces. The totals of the Saran.
garh State swere. collected so expeditiously that they were ‘despatched
3-55 a.m., withif four hours of the completion of the schedules. Raigarh State
“was the next to telegraph its figures at 6-30-am. Up to midday of March
-1gth, the totals of the Kawardha, Nandgaon and. Sakti States and of the Nar-
. singhpur district had been despatched and the Khairagarh, Makrai and Chhuikhadan
States followed suit by the evéning. .  Within four days of the census, the totals of
3+ fistricts and states were received, ' Raipur and Akola were the last to telegraph
their figures on March 25th, o i R
The census staff of the-Sarangarh state must be congratulaied on (he
promptness and accuracy of their fipures in that, riotwithstqmﬂng,the expedis
tiousness with which the figures were telegrap‘.q;g, there was an insignificant differ-
ence of 0511y 22 of "ol per cent in the provisiona: and final figures, The difference
in-most of the districts and States did not extaed. 2 per tent, but it was mast
marked in Raipur(1°6 per cent), Chanda (g per cent): K haitagarh (6 per cent) and
Nagpur andYeotmal.('5 per cent).,” It did not, however, exceed (o2 per cent) for
the Province as a whole, - STl o
From the preliminary stages of the census up to the %king of the final
" Arrrune or e Puse, ccnsysr' the nop_*conperation “Mmoveient prave nise (o
- o corsiderable ankiety,  As at ‘the preced'm’g’ LENSUS,
enumerators were asked to do their work'out “of public spirit and without any
monetary reward, It was, therefore, not. difficult to persuade a number of them'.
' that a ready occasion for embarriissing Government had presented itself. *- 1t was
only towards the close of the operations that the leader bf the' movement announced -
that non-cooperation should not .interfere with the census, and as Mr.
Gandhi actually held a political meeting in Nagpur at the ‘unusual hour “of
11 p.m.onthe census' night, when it was important for the aceuracy of the
census that the bulk of the population should remaid in their Houses, it can be
imagined that the rank and- file of his followers werf *passively if not actively
hostile. ‘Arrangements were made beforchand for apprbyimate figures to be ob-
 tained in the eveant of any organised refusal to give information, but such refysals were
little in evidence.  The inhabitants of one village in the Bhandara djstrict insisted
‘o describing themselvesas non-cooperators in the occypational columns, and a
few of the Nagpur Kostis or weavers, who, only a few days after the final day of
the census, broke aut into open riot, “declined” to give particulars of themselves
and-their families. In KKamptee the inhabitants o} onp mohalia during the preli-
minary enumeration declined to answer questions, buf they were tiltimately won
.round by the district officials. The patmaris of thjhhindwara and Chuncﬂ;‘dis-

tricts went on strike shortly before the census day,f but completed their census
work under threat of the penalties of the Census Act. In géneral, the atlitude
of the public, in those places where political propaganda- hostile to Government
were most powerful, was- more one of apathy than of actual Hostility, and the
constant efforts of the district officials were' necessary to keep the census staft
up to the mark. As the work was voluntary, prosecutions under the' Census Act
were kept as low as possible and only numbered 51, but the number of people
who either declined to act as enumerators, or after agreeing to act gave somewhat
transparent excuses for ceasing to do'so, was considerable, and it was only by
providing a liberal reserve of enumerators that the final enumeration was ultimately
carried out successfully. It may, however, be doubted whether this would have
been possible if the census had been taken a few,months later.

For the abstraction of the information in the schedules, two central offices were

A Tasuscion,  COMSEtuted—at Jubbulpore for the Hindi schedules
PETRACTION AND TABULATION.  and at Nagpur for the Marathi books. The slip
system of abstraction, which is undoubtedly superior to the tick system, was again
adopted. The only other system, whereby the tabulation is done by means of an
ingenious American electrical machine, would undoubtedly be much more costly
-and less expeditions in India. The information in the schedules has to be
 transfesred to specially prepared cards on which it is represented by a number of
- holes punched thereon.. The punching of the cards alone would probably’take as
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long as the combined operations of slip copying, sorting and compilation by the
' present method. Once the cards are punched, the system works swith great
rapidity, and, where the information given in the schedules is more detailed than
is possible in India, the machines will tabulate a large number of tables with
expedition. * For India, however, where the standard of education is low, and it is
necessary to include only the simplest information m the schedules, the slip-
system is undoubtedly the best as yet invented. It.was originally intended to
have the slhip-copying done locally by the revenue staff, but the outbreak of
famine and the ‘consequent pressure of ordinary work nn the staff prevented the
execution of this plan. ~Under the slip-system each entry in the census
schedules i copied out on to a slip which denotes religion by its colour and bears
a symbol for civil condition. With- the use of abbreviations to denote terms of
common occurtence in the schedules; an efficient copyist can turn out- more than
600 slips a day. - The. copying of the slips occupied iniee months and a half, and
“the staff employed at one time’ reached 537. The next process is that of
orting ; each sorter was given two boxes for males and fenfales containing about
490,000 slips, and he sorted the slir out into bundles accordmg to the‘ mfprma~
tion required for the table. unde: preparation ~and entered the results in tlckqts,
which corresponded in form -vich the lmperial Tables, Assoon as the sortihg
for the earlier tables was complete, compilation of the information in the sorters’ -
tickets began; and procecded par? passu with the sorting, - At Jubbulpore the work
was refarded by a namber of unexpected obstacles. The office was at first situated’
in the temporary Buildings of the War Recruiting Organization which had not been
dismantled, 7 The census staff, however, was  distontented, largely owing to
the distance of the office from the town, and after a good*deal of grumbling went |
on strike furing the hot . weather. The office was then removec% to the town,
Unforfynately .in. the middle of the rains plague broke "out in Jubbulpore with
almost unprecedented . voilence, and the temporary staff fled in large numbers,
It/was impossiblé to movée elsewhete because of the risk of “spreading infection,
and the work' had to proceed as best it could until the disease abated.; . :

"+, The Hindi population is nearly twice. as_ large as the'Marathi,-and it would
therefere be adwisable in future to have two Hindi offices and "one Marathi  This
would yndoubtedly curtail the work, and. effect some saving in expenditure. As
it was, the tahulation of the last Imperial Table was not completed until the close of
August rg22.  Mr. Abdul Khalique, who held charge of the Nagpur Abstraction -
Oftice - throughout, devoted unremitting care and attention to the work of
preparing the figures for final publication, while Mr, T. G. Matangay, -who took -
charge of the ]gubbulpore Office at_very short notice owing to the illness of his
predecessor, laboured hard to restore discipline among a' somewhat unruly staff
and .to’ complete the work expeditiously. .My administrative office under the
Head Clerk, Mr. V. R. DBhagwat, worked hard and efficiently and contributed
materially to the success of the operations. 3 , .

~ I conclusion, 1 desire to place on record my sense of obligation to all district
officers whose efforts, in spite of the difficulties due to the hostility of political
propaganda, and at a time," when famine conditions required their constant care
- and attention, cheerfully uyndertook the extra -burden of work thrown ontheir

shoulders by the organisation of the census.



