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PREFACE..

L

Trs portion of the old Oudh Gazetteer referring
to the Gonda district was mainly the work of Mr,
W. C. Benett, who also wrote the report on the first
regular settlement. 1MMuch of .this is of permanent
value, as also Wex:e the contributions of Dr. W. Hoey.
The scheme of the present Gazetteers has necessitated a
complete re-arrangement and the introduction of much
new material, for the collection of which I am greatly
indebted to Mr. L. C. Porter and Mr. E. de M. Hum-~
phries, successively Deputy Commissioners. I must
also express my acknowledgements to Mr. H. R. C.
Hailey, who, by his intimaté'kn.owledge of the district
and his ready help and advice, has afforded me valuable
assistance.

Nant Tav: }

August 1903.
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CHOAPTER I

GexNeral FEATURES,

Tur district of Gonda lies in the north of Oudh, and Boun-
together with Bahraich comprises the portion of the Fyzabad daricsan
division between the Ghagra and the outer ranges of the Ilima-
layas. To the north the district marches with Nepalese territory,
the boundary being artnﬁclab)ﬁfbh&hout and marked by a line
cleared through the forest ¥ Qh maspgry pillars at fixed intervals.

On the east the Arrab.. ad' qpa.{ates, Gonda from Nepal for
some twonty-two nules,a d he ;Amalmngportwn of the boundary
is formed by the Basi mtm’ﬁfar ‘south ag the Ghagra; the
dividing line ia partl Mal and partly supplied by the
Burhi Rapti, Rapti, S ¥ Kuwzma and Manwar rivers, The
southern borders’are s'h&d by the'Ghagra, beyond which lie
the districts of Fyzab% a’@ ra .ﬂan)p while on the west is
Bahrmch separated, whe:’ ible, by irious rivers and streams,
but more frequently by ar slbogn‘ aries, The district is one
of the largest in Oudh, its arei 'Bemg only exceeded in the case
of Kheri. In shape it is a very irregular oblong, narrowest in
the middle and widest towards the extremities; the greatest
length is sixty-eight miles and the greatest width sixty-six miles,
The area, according to the returns of the last survey, was 2,809:54
square miles, of which 15886 square miles were Government
forest. The extremes of latitude and longitude are 26°46 and
27° 50’ north, 81° 33 and 82° 46" east.

The whole tract falls naturally into three divisions. To the Physical
north is the farai, extending southwardsfrom the forests at the foot, *Pe°®
of the hills to the Rapti and the villages immediately under the
influence of that river on its south bank. This portion includes
the whole of the large pargana of Tulsipur, the greater part of
Balrawpur, and the northern edge of Utraula. As in all the
submontane tracts, it lies low, water is very near the surface, and
floods are frequent. In the north the inoumerable torrents bring
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2 Gonda District,

down quantities of boulders and ddbris from the hills, and their
broad beds are covered with shingle and sand ; but further south
swamps are frequent and the soil is a heavy clay, admirably suited
for the growth of the fine rice for which Tulsipur has long been
famous, This part of the district is, however, very unhealthy,
owing to the prevalence and severity of malarial fever.

[he upare The tarai gives place to the central upland plain or wparhar,

“ which extends from the line of the Rapti to a broken sandy
ridge, known as the wparhar edge, ranning from north-west to
south-east a few miles north of the Terhi river and passing a
short distance to the south of the town of Gonda. The edge is
in places well defined, especially in the west, and resembles the
bunk of a river, as at one time it undoubtedly was; but towards
the south-east it tends to disappear, and its place is taken by
sandhills or merely a narrow strip of uneven ground. The whole
uparhar tract is a slightly raised platean, a continuation ‘of the
central portion of Bahraich; its surface is broken by the various
rivers and drainage channels, which divide the tract into series of
fertile plains separated by uneven spaces of poorer quality. In
many parts the thick growth of trees and stretches of scrub
jungle bear testimony to the time when the whole was covered
with forest, and still render further reclamation a laborious and
expensive task, There are two large expanses of forest remain-
ing—the Tikri reserve in the south-east, and that along the banks
of the Kuwana, belonging to private owners. Doth stand in
thickly populated and well-developed centres and, by harbouring
herds of destructive. wild animals, greatly affect the security of
the surrounding villages. The wpurkar embraces the remainder
of the Utraula tahsil, the large pargana of Gonda, and portions of

Mahadewa and Nawabganj. ’
he tare The remainder of the district, from the uparkar edge to the
are Ghagra, comprising nearly the whole of the Tarabganj tahsil and

the Paharapur pargana, constitutes the lowlying tract known as
the farkar, or moist area, The general level is some fifteen feet
below that of the uplands, from which it has been cut away by
the action of the Ghagra and its tributaries, The whole of the
tarhar is covered with a metwork of small streams, and in wet
years a large portion of it is liable to inundation, The subscil
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is everywhere composed of pure river sand, betraying its origin,
and above thia is a orust of alluvial loam of varying thickness
and quality. The fertility of the soil varies inversely with the
proximity of the sand to the surface and the degree to which it
is mixed with the loam. The distribution of this deposit is by
no means even, as in places ridges of sdnd crop up, while between
them are depressions with a loam soil of great fertility. Owing
to the small depth below the surface at which water is found,
the villages of the farhar are in no danger from drought and in
famine years, as was notably the case in 1896, enormous profits
were derived from the abundant harvest of maize. On the other
hand, this part of the district is liable to suffer damage in
seasons of heavy floods from abnormal rainfall, especially in the
south of Digsir. This was the case in 1894, when the wide-
epread inundation was followed by an outbreak of sickness and
the death-rate rose to an unusual figure.

The geology of the district exposes nothing but the ordinary Levels.
Gangetic alluvium, with the slight exception of the boulders and
detritus brought down by the hill torrents in the north. The
soil is consequontly of a similar character throughout, and its
composition depends solely on the level and the depth at which
water is found below the surface. The slope of the country,
which lies from north-west to south-easr, is very slight. In the
extreme north it is about 390 feot above the level of the sea, and
from this it drops to 360 feet at Tulsipur and 350 feet at Balram-
pur.  The central plateau is slightly higher than this in the north-
west, the level near Kauria station being 366 feet; but towards
the south-east it drops steadily, and in the north of Nawabganj,
near the Basti district border, it is not more than 325 feet. The
tarhar is the lowest part of the district, with heights ranging
from 335 feet at Colonelganj to about 810 feet opposite Ajodhya.

The soil of the tarai is generally a stiff, heavy clay, but in Soils.
places this gives way to a rich alluvial loam. In the wparhar
loam predominates to the extent of about two-thirds, while the
remainder, which is found in parts of pargana Mankapur, the high
lund adjoining the rivers, and the uparhar edge, is of & lighter
quality and contains a larger proportion of sand. Generally
speaking, the soil is best in the eastern parganas of Utraula and
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Burbapara, while to the west the quality declines, In the
tarhar the soil, as already mentioned, is a light and porous
loam, in places, and especially along the Terbi, degenerating
into almost pure sand. There is practically no clay in the
tarhar, and the sandy soils, though light and weak, have not the
worse defects of what is known as bkér in other parts of Oudh,
Aunother feature is the comparative ‘absence of #sar from all
parts of the district. Owing to the small difference between the
various kinds of soils and the gradual nature of the transition from
clay to loam and from loam to sand, the demarcation of the soil
areas at both the regular settlements was effocted on a conven-
tional classification. As in most Oudh districts, three classes of
soil were selected, depending on their distance from their home-
stead and the consequent amount of manure and attention
received by each. The highly manured zone near the village
site 1s known as goind, the middle zone as manjhar, and the
outlying fields as pdlo. Their application is a matter of great
difficulty in this district owing to the constant tendency of the
inhabitants to disperse into a number of small hamlets rather than
concentrate into a single site ; at the last settlement there were
on an average six hamlets to each village. The result is that the
land in the vicinity of these hamlets does not receive the same
amount of manure and is not equal in quality to the first class
goind land near large villages; but, on the other hand, the number
of these hamlets keeps up a fair standard of cultivation through-
out the village and, by bringing the cultivator nearer his fields
and facilitating the carriage of manure, raises the quality of the
middle and outlying areas. This is illustrated by the results of
the last settlement, when only 539 per cent. of the land was
demarcated as goind, while 584 per cent. was classed as manjhar,
and 3621 per cent. as pdlo.

The drainage of the country follows the general slope of
the country and runs from mnorth-west to south-east, the
direction generally taken by all the rivers, the chief of which
traverse the whole breadth of the district. The rivers belong
to two main systems, that of the Rapti in the north and the
Ghagra in the south. Each is fed by numerous tributaries, but
the majority of the latter are of little importance, as they only

i
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serve to carry off the surface water during the wet season of
the year. ;

The basin of the Rapti lies wholly in the tarai, the Suwawan, Rapti
which is its only southern affluent of any importance, generally """
marking the northern boundary of the wpardar. The Rapti
rises in the mountains of Nepal, and after traversing the
Bubraich district enters Gonda on the ‘western border of the
Balrampur pargana near the village of Mathura. It flows
thence in a very tortuous course through Balrampur as far as the
Utraula boundary, and then separates the two parganas till it -
reaches the Dasti district at Materia Ghat. At that point it
bends southwards and forms the district boundary as far as
its junction with the Suwawan in the south-east of pargana
Utraula. The Rapti is a large and rapid stream and is navigable
throughout its length in this district during the rains and cold
weather ; & certain amount of grain is still transported in this
way, and considerable quantities of timber are floated down
from the Dahraich forests; but, owing to the numerous bends in
the river, navigation is a matter of some danger and difficulty.
The banks are usually high, but the river is continually chang-
ing ita course. It only overflows its banks in very wet seasons,
but then, instead of covering the submerged land with sand, it
usually leaves bebind a deposit of rich loam. The only bridge
over the Rapti is that by which the railway crosses the river
between Balrampur and Tulsipur ; elsewhere communication
between the two banks is kept up by means of ferries, of which
a considerable number are maintained by the district board,

On either side of the Rapti, but especially on the north, the Burki
country is cut up by innumerable deserted channels of the river, P!
Muny of these contain water for a portion of the year, but the
only one which can be considered a definite stream is that known
as the Burhi Rapti. This begins near Mathura and flows across
the district in a direction roughly parallel to that of the main
river as far as the Basti border, Thence, instead of turning
south, it maintaing an easterly course and for a considerable
distance separates the Tulsipur pargana from Basti, leaving the
district in the extreme south-east corner of Tulsipur at its
junction with the Arrah. This river intercepts the waters of all
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the tributary streams which bring down the drainage from the
hills to the north and consequently attains at times large
proportions. In wet years it overflows its banks and practically
forms one stream with the Rapti, almost the whole of the
intervening country being under water,

The tributaries of the Burhi Rapti are exceedingly numerous,
and many of them are koown by different names in different
portions of their eourse. They all bear a general resemblance to
one another, being hill torrents of the usual description with
broad boulder-strewn beds. 1In the dry weather they either dis-
appear or else carry down an insignificant amount of water, but
in the rains they are subject to sudden freshets and are rapidly
transformed into rushing rivers, which do much damage to the
land in their neighbourhood aund frequently cover the fields with
a deposit of barren sand. In the north of Tulsipur their number
is legion and every little nala has its name, Then as they unile
with one another their number decreases, but a great many
continue an independent course southwards as far as the Durhi
Rapti. The most important of these are shown in the map,
The laf‘gest, from west to east, are the Kharjhar, Karwi, Kakraha,
Katha, Bhambhar, Banrua, and Arrah,

To the south of the Rapti is the Suwawan, flowing along the
extreme southern edge of the farai. It rises near the western
border and passes close to the town of Balrampur, thence flowing
through the north of the Utraula pargana and eventually joining
the Rapti at Rasulabad on the Basti border. The Suwawan is a
sluggish stream with an exceedingly tortuous course. "In places
its bed is ill-defined, and for a short distance to the east of Dal-
rampur its course resembles rather a succession of jhils than a
river. Further east the chanuel is deeper and more clearly
marked, and before it joins the Rapti it has become a river of
considerable proportions,

The other rivers and streams of the district belong to the
Ghagra system and flow through the wparhar and terkar. The
northernmost is the Kuwana, which rises in Bahraich and after a
course of some ten miles enters this district at the exireme
north-western corner of pargana Gonda. It thence flows along
the northern borders of the pargana as far as the boundary
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of the Utraula tahsil, and then separates Sadullahnagar from
pargana Utraula, afterwards forming the dividing line between
Burbapara and the Basti district. The river is fed by a few
small tributaries flowing down from the wuparkar, such as the
Jaida and Pirar in the north of Gonda, the Singha in Sadullah-
nagar, and un insignificant’ watercourse which has no distinctive
name flowing through the central portion of Utraula. The
Kuwuna is a sluggish stream with a well-defined bed and rarely
chianges its course. Its banks are still to a large extent covered
with dense jungle, but the area is much smaller than formerly: -
most of it was sold in the form of grants in fee-simple grants,
such a8 the large Kishanpur and Rampur grants in Sadullahnagar
and Duulatabad and Gajpur in Utraula, The Kuwana is bridged
where the ruilway crosses it, and also on the roads from Gonda
to Bulruropur and Utraula and from Utraula to Nawabganj.

South of the Kuwana is the Bisuhi, a small stream of a Bisuhi,
similav character. It rises in pargana Ikauna of Bahraich and
coters this district on the western borders of pargana Gonda.
It flows for some way nearly due east, and then, after having
traversed the whole of the north of Gonda, takes a southerly
course and enters the Utraula tahsil, where it separates Sadullah-
nagar from Mankapur and Burhapara from Babhnipair ; it leaves
the district after a course of seventy miles just before its junction.
with the Kuwana, Like the latter river, it has generally a deep
bed and seldom causes any damage by inundation, In the
eastern parts of its course the jungles, which once clothed itg
banks throughout, still remain, and in places dense thickets of
Jumun trees are to be seen growing in the middle of the bed. The
malua, too, grows along its banks in great profusion, and occa-
sionully there are large cane-brakes of considerable value. The
river when it enters the district is from ten to fifteen yards in
width, but it gradually increases to an average breadth of forty
or fifty yards. Itisnever, however, very deep and soon after the
rainyg is fordable in many places. Itis crossed by bridges on the
ruilway and on the roads from Gonda to Balrampur and Utraula
and from the latter place to Nawabganj.

Yurther south is the Manwar, an insignificant stream, which Manwar,
riscs in tho cenire of pargana Gonda, then flows through the
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middle of pargana Mankapur, and after skirting the Tikri forest,
enters the Dasti district. The Manwar is a small river with
a very irregular channel, and the ground in its neighbourhood is
often clothed with jungle, while in places there are wide stretchos
of poor soil covered with grass, At the point where it loaves the
district the Manwar is joined by a small stream known as tho
Chamnai, which rises near Bidianagar, and after separating the
Mankapur and Mahadewa parganas winds round the western and
southern edge of the Tikri forest. The Chamnsi is a very
sluggish stream, aud the ground in its neighbourhood is gener-
ally swanopy, rendering the passage difficult at all times of the
year. DBoth these rivers are bridged on the road from Nawab-
ganj to Utraula.

Beneath the southern edge of the uparhar flows the Terhi, a
stream which rises in Bahraich and is fed by the waters of the
great Baghel Tal near Payagpur. It enters the district on the
extreme west of pargana Gonda, then separates that pargana
from Paharapur and Guwarich, and further east forms the boun-
dary between the Mahadewa and Digsir parganas, Leaving
these it flows through the south of Nawabganj and joins the
Ghagra a few miles above Ajodhya. The Terhi, as its name
implies, has a very winding and irregular course. Although in
former days it appears to have changed its channel repeatedly, the
results of this being found in the legend of the destruction of
Khurasa, it now flows in a well-defined bed, though in places it is
fringed by swampy ground. Elsewhere, and especially in par-
gana Digsir, its banks are high and sandy, and the land in its
peighbourhood is of a very inferior description. During the
rains the river awells to a considerable size, but at other times it
only carries a small volume of water and is useless for naviga-
tion. The Terhi is fed by a number of small streams, the chicf
of which are the Chandaba, which joins it near Tarabganj, and
the Bagluba, which flows through the centre of Digsir and the
west of Nawabganj.

Between the Terhi and the Ghagra there are several small
streams, especially in the Guwarich pargana, flowing into tho
latter river. The chief of these is the Sarju, which rises in
Bahraich and joins the main stream near Paska, Others are
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the Kundwa and Bilai, which unite near Begamganj and flow
into the Ghagra near Dalelnagar., All these streams are insig-

nificant drainage channels of little use or importance, but at all

times of the year rendering communication difficult. 'When the

tarhar is inundated after heavy rains, they increase in volume

and often do much damage by inundation, while on such occa-

sions they are very apt to change their course.

The Ghagra is the name given to the united waters of the Ghagra.
Kauriala, Sarju, and Chauka and other rivers which drain the
submontane tract to the west of this district. It enters Gonda in
the extreme west of pargana Guwarich, and then flows along the
southern borders, leaving the district at Lakarmandi opposite
Ajodhya, the distance between its entry and exit being about
55 miles. The river has carved for itself a deep and wide bed,
within which it rolls from side to side, varying its channel
almost every year among the shifting sandy banks. The land
along the river on either side is always liable to be cut away
during the rains, and for this reason the area of the district
is liable to ennual variations. The river is navigable throughout
by boats of considerable burthen: a large trade is still carried on
between Bahramghat and the riverside markets lower down, but
the volume has greatly decreased by reason of the development
of the railway system and especially since the construction of the
great Elgin bridge. Steamers ascend the river from Patna and
other markets of Bengal as far as Ajodhya, The only bridge
over the river in this district is the bridge of boats between
Lakarmandi and Ajodhya., Elsewhere the crossing has to be
made by boats, and numerous ferries are maintained by the
district board.

The whole district is studded with numberless lakes and Lakes and
jhils, many of which are of considerable size and form a valuable ™
addition to the water supply. The character of these jhils
varics according to the locality. In the farai and the farkar
they are generally formed by the action of the rivers in chang-
ing their beds, and some of them closely resemble the great
dahars of Kheri, which have a similar origin, Their shape is that
of a horse-shoe, and on the convex side the bank is usually high
snd sandy, Such jhils were once merely a bend of a stream,

3
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which has become silted up at either end. In the uparhar and
elsewhere they generally consist of shallow depressions in the
surface, in which the drainage water collects, while the larger
groups of jhils sometimes represent ill-defined lines of drainage,
which only develop into streams in years of abnormal rainfull.
Such are the jhils round Khargupur in the north of Gonda, the
Sohela Tal in the centre of the same pargana, and those in the
west of Babhnipair, In the farhar the principal series of jhils is
that in the Nawabganj and Mahadewa parganas, the chief of
them being the Parbati and Argha Tals, which undoubtedly
represent the abandoned course of some river. In the tarai
there are innumerable swamps along both sides of the Rapti and
throughout the lowlying rice tract. In 1904 there were, exclu-
sive of the area comprising the reserved forest, no lese than
105,191 acres under water, or 62 per cent, of the whole area of
the distriet. Most of this was occupied by lakes and jhils, though
the figures also include the rivers. The proportion is highest in
the Tarabganj tahsil and lowest in Gonda. In the Digsir and
Nawabganj parganas it is over 10 per ceni., while in pargana
Gonda it is less than one-half of that amount. In addition to
their use as reservoirs for irrigation, the jhils are of considerable
value as fisheries and also for the singhara or waternut, which is
extensively grown in them by Kabars and others, and the wild
rice, which is frequently found in abundance and forws a supple-
ment to the food supply of the poorest classes,

A large proportion of the district is still covered with forests,
the greatest areas being in the Tulsipur pargana, along the
Kuwana and Bisuhi rivers, and in the south of Mankapur and
north of Nawabganj. The whole of this is not, however, reserved,
as large areas of forest land are in the possession of talugdars
and others. The reserved forests are two in number, the first
comprising a long and narrow strip in the extreme north of the
district at the foot of the hills, and the second the small
detached block known as the Tikri forest to the south of
Mankapur.

The history of these forests is practically the same as that
of the Government reserves in Bahraich and Kheri, After the
confiscation of the Tulsipur estate in 1859 the village lands were
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handed over to the Maharaja of Balrampur, while the waste and
forest areas remained the property of Government. During the
early days of Britigh administration there were no rules for the
protection of these foreats, and large quantities of the best
timber were removed unchecked, It was not till September
1866 that rules were issued for the ‘better management and
preservation of the Oudh forests; a conservator, assistant con-
servators, and subordinate officers were appointed, certain species
of trees were reserved, boundaries demarcated, and rights defined.*
The reserved species might only be cut by the purchasers after -
selection by the forest officer in charge, No wood was to be
cut without permission, and villagers living within three miles
of the boundary were given unreserved wood free, The forests
remained burdened, however, with unlimited concessions in the
matter of grazing, grass, and the like. At a later date it was
found necessary to reduce these rights to reasonable propors
tions. In 1879 the Tulsipur forests were reserved and the
concessions confined to 132 villages in the vicinity.+ The privi-
leged villages thus received thatching grass, unreserved wood,
and poles for building purposes free of cost, while the inhabi-
tants of other villages could only obtain them on payment.
Grazing dues were also levied, the privileged villages paying
half the amount required from others. In 1893 the forests were
declared to be free from all rights after due enquiry, but this
declaration did not affect the existing concessions, In 1899 the
grazing lease formerly granted to the Balrampur estate came to
sn end ; under this agreement the estate had obtained the right
of grazing 45,000 cattle and 5,000 buffaloes at privileged rates,
en arrangement which imposed a very heavy tax on the forests
snd constituted a serious handicap on their development. After
the termination of the lease new rules for concessions to the
neighbouring villages were laid down, and their number reduced
to 87.1 The maximum number of eattle permitted was fixed
at 30,000, this amount to be distributed among the villages
by the deputy commissioner; dry fuel and thatching grass were

* Notifioation no. 27F. of 24th September 1866,
1 G. O. no, 441 of 7th May 1879,

$G. 0, o, m. dated 20th April 1899,
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given free up to the limit of actual requirements; and timber
was granted at one-third of the ordinary rates. Special cone
cessions were made in favour of the Tharu cultivators in the
privileged villages,

The Tulsipur forest extends from the Gandhela nala on the
west to the Arrah on the east. To the north they are bounded
by the Nepal frontier and on the south by the villages and forest
lands of the Balrampur estate, the boundary being demarcated in
places by a line with serially numbered stone pillars and in afew
places by monoliths along the watercourses. They thus form a
compact area, about 35 miles in length, with an average breadth
of some four miles, covering 91,454 acres or 1429 square miles.
The whole tract is traversed from north to south at frequent
intervals by watercourses, with broad stony or sandy beds, for
the most part dry during the hot weather. Between these water-
vourses along the greater part of the southern boundary are
level or generally undulating stretches of well drained land, in |
most places favourable to a good growth of forest, Ilere and
there these fertile tracts extend as far as the foot of the hills, but
as a rule the ground to the north is higher, very much broken,
and intersected by innumerable torrent beds. The high ground
is occasionally: level, but is always dry, unfertile, and sparsely
covered with stunted trees of no commercial value. The uneven
and variable character of the ground is entirely due to the action
of water, which during the monsoon is extremely violent, since
the tract lies at the foot of a range of steep and bare hills, The
soil on the level areas is a sandy loam about two feet deep, usnally
covered by a layer or vegetable mould of varying thickness. On
the high ground kanker is found in a few places, and elsewhere
the sub-soil consists of layers of clay or pure sand containing
waterworn limestone boulders, The climate is generally cooler
than in the rest of the district, but is very malarious, especially
in the east, during the last three months of the year,

The character of the forests differs greatly in different parts,
owing to the variations in the general configuration of the ground,
In the north the trees are stunted and badly shaped and their
distribution is irregular, In the centre the trees are usually tall,
straight, and sound, and here the forest is more or less continuous.
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In the south the forest is of an inferior description, consisting
mainly of stunted trees and shrubs of miscellaneous species,
while owing to the exercise of grazing rights reproduction is
difficult, The principal species of any commercial value found in
the Tulsipur forest are the sd? (Shorea robusta), asaina (Termi-
nalia tomentosa), dhas (Anogeissus latifolia), and kaldu (Adina
cordifolia). The sdl predominates in the east, and good sé/ forests
are to be found in the level parts of the central zone and along
the watercourses, but everywhere they contain a large admixture
of asaing, In the north the growth is invariably stuated, and in
all parts large trees are rare by reason of past neglect, and when
found ere often unsound, owing to the former practice of tapping
for resin, Altogether sdl covers somewhat under 16,000 acres.
The asaina is most plentiful in the east, but is everywhere found
mixed with sd/, dhau, or other species. It thrives in a moist clay
soil, and consequently the best growth is obtained on low ground
and on the bauks of streams. It covers altogether some 3,000
acres, The dhau is the predominant species over nearly half the
total area, and by itself accounts for more than 44,000 acres. It
is chiefly found mixed with aseina and other trees, in a varying
proportion, according to the nature of the soil, and is less abun-
dant in the aé/ forests. The Aaldu also covers a considerable area
and is the only remaining species which produces large timber of
any value, Among the less numerous trees may be mentioned
the shisham (Dalbergia sissoo) and the kkair (Acacia catechu),
which are found on the low ground along the broader waters
courses, The former often attains a good size, but the kAair is
generally small and ill-grown, Many other trees are found in
the south of the forest, generally the same as those which abound
throughout the district, such are the makua, semal, jamun, aonla,
and ebon‘y. The forests are generally open and contain but little
undergrowth, except in the better ¢dl and assina tracts; in
the dhau forests the undergrowth is chiefly grass, while elsewhera
shrubs and small trees of various species are to be found in large
numbers, ‘
The forest produce is exported either by the district roads or Marketa,

by the Bengal and North-Western Railway., The latter was
opened in 1897 as far as Tulsipur, but has hitherto made no
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-great difference to the export trade, owing partly to the small
amount of produce available for distant markets and partly to the
scarcity of wagons, The present extension of the line to Uska
Bazar and the branch to Jharwa in the heart of the forest will
probably result in a great development of trade, Tho chief
roads employed are those leading south to Dalrampur from
Chaudhridih and Tulsipur, and to Utraula from Tulsipur and
Chendanpur, Besides timber the chief marketable products are
fuel, thatching grass, and miscellanecus articles such as fankas
grass, hides, mahua, and lime. The supply of large timber is
limited ; the demand is almost confined to sdf for building and
dhau for cart axles. The local demand for timber of similar
kinds, fuel, and minor produce is very extensive, The bankas
grass finds a local market for the manufacture of ropes and mats,
and is also exported to the paper mills, It is, however, of
inferior quality to that grown in the neighbouring hills of
Nepal owing to the protective measures that are necessary in
‘Government forests, '

Manage- .  The forest is under the control of the deputy conservator,

menh  gubordinate to whom are the ranger, two foresters, and eighteen
forest guards. The permanent staff is strengthened by a tem-
porary staff of export mukarrirs during the working season and of
fire-watchers from February till June. The whole area is divided
into three working circles, managed according to the working
plan of 1897, which has been put in force for a period of twenty
yoars, The first circle is known as the Bhambhar and comprises
the eastern portion, It is made up of six compartments exten-
ding as far west as the Musi #adi. The second or Tulsipur circle
contains eight compartments, and occupies the central portion
from the Musi nadi to the Kakrala nala on the west. The third
circle is that known as Barhawa, and consists of seven com-
partments bounded on the west by the Dahraich district. In
addition to these, the open forests to the south are demarcated as
two circles divided by a narrow and artificial Line. The working
plan prescribes selection fellings for the whole of the closed
forest, to be followed in each coupe by cleanings which will take
place twice during the rotation and will include the felling of
inferior trees of all sizes, In the outer grazing circle the
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fellings are designed solely with the object of improving the
grazing so as eventually to relieve the remainder of the open
forest from the burden of supporting cattle. In the inner graz~
ing circle felling is altogether prohibited in order to allow the
ground to become stocked with trees as far as possible. The
total area now open to grazing is 30,000 acres in the outer,
sud 15,785 acres in the inner, grazing circle. Fire conservancy
was first attempted in 1881 and has been fairly successful. There:
are now 200 miles of firelines in the forest, the portion best
protected being the Bbambhar circle; in addition to this the
numerous broad watercourses form natural firelines of consider-
able value. Most of the lines run from north to south, but a
transverse line 50 feet wide has been cut for the whole length of
the forest midway between tife northern and southern boundaries.
A number of roads have been constructed by the Forest depart-
ment, amounting in all to some 68 miles, in addition to 200 miles
of inspection paths and 66 miles of roads outside the forest, the
maintenance of which is shared with the Balrampur estate,
There are eight rest-houses in the forest, at Chandanpur, Birpar,
and Ilasnapur in the east, at Sungarha, Janakpur, and Nand-
mahra in the centre, and at Barhawa and Pipra in the west.
Besides these there are a number of small chaukis for the subor-
dinate officers, 3
The Tikri or Nawabganj forest consists of a collection of Txkntor-
resumed juungle grante, which have been constituted as reserved. **
foresta at various intervals since 1879. The total area is 12,216
acres, and comprises a compact block between the Chamnai and
Manwar rivers and two small detached blocks known as Andhawa
and Bhaineawa to the north. The forest stands on almost level
ground, sloping slightly towards the south and east and drained
by the two rivers and other shallow watercourses, such as the
Sujoi nala. The soil is generslly a sandy loam about two feet
deep, while in the depressions and swamps it inclines to clay.
The aubsoil is either kankar or layers of clay or pure sand, whils
the water level is seldom more than ten feet below the surface
and in many places less than eix. About three-fourths of the area
is covered with sdl trees of an inferior quality, with a small ad«
mixture of asaipa, dhau, makua, and other species, The forest ia



History.

Manage.
ment,

16 Gonda District. -

fairly well stocked except in parts of the Manwar and Jankinagar
blocks, in which the area under tree forest is irregular and inter-
rupted by blanks, The only large trees found are the makua and
a few banyans and pipals scattered over the whole tract. Along
the rivers are narrow stretches of grass land, but in one or two
places there are extensive areas under grass. The chief produots
of the forest are mahua timber, sd/ poles, fuel, thatching, and daid
grass and mahua flowers, The railway, which traverses the for-
est, takes a considerable'amount of fuel, while the grass and
other minor produce are sold locally. Thatching grass is usually
leased out in small areas or sold by permits; the daib is col
lected departmentally and supplied to the paper mills; and mahua
flowers are either leased out or collected by the forest staff,

At annexation the forest was placed in the charge of the
district officer, but after the Mutiny the forest tract was granted
in fee-simple or otherwise to private individuals, As the gran-
tees failed to comply with the waste land rules, the grants were
resumed by Government between 1875 and 1880. The area
known as Jotpur was received from the talugdar of Singha Chanda
in 1830, in exchange for an equal area in the district forest of
Pirthipalganj. All the blocks which form the Nawabganj forest
were reserved under various notifications between February 1879
and February 1891. An area of 1,065 acres was given up in
August 1890 and handed over to.the deputy commissioner for the
settlement of the criminal tribes of Barwars; and in the following
February an equal area, comprising the Jotpur and Debinagar
blocks, was reserved in its place, the latter being formerly a dis-
trict forest.

The tract is now managed by a ranger under the deputy
conservator on the lines of a working plan prepared in 1894. The
whole is divided into seven beats and twenty-one compartments,
and the subordinate establishment consists of one forester, a clerk,
and nine forest guards, while additional men are employed during
the felling season and for fire protection. The whole area is
worked as a coppice with standards, on a rotation of twenty years,
The inferior quality of the 84} is chiefly due to the fact that
before reservation the grantees and other proprietors devoted all
their attention to removing forest produce for sale, so that in 1879
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there was practically no stock left on'the ground; and the chief
aim waa to protect the area while securing as large a revenue as
possible by the sale of grass, dry fuel, and minor produce. Fire
protection was attempted from the first, but for many years the
results attained were poor. All boundary lines touching private
forests have been cut fifty foet wide, while in the interior similar
lines have been recently cleared. There.are no rights in the for-
est, but grazing is allowed in Jankinagar for the neighbouring
villagers. The head quarters of the ranger is at Mankapur, and
there is an inspection house at Ramgarh, The forest is traversed
by the roads from Nawabganj to Utraula and Chandradip ghat,
while there are in addition about 29 miles of departmental roads.

As a commercial undertaking the Gonda forests have not Forest re-
been a success, owing partly to the inferior nature of the produce **'*
and partly to the necessity of allowing the crop time for develop-
ment. In many years the forests have failed to pay their way,
while under the most favourable circumstances the profits are
but small. The Tikri forest actually shows the best financial
results. From 1879 to 1886 the surplus revenuo averaged
Rs. 997 annuelly, while from 1887 to 1892 it was no less than
Ras. 6,206. Since the latter year there has been some improve-
ment, for feom 1893 to 1905 the average surplus was Rs. 6,740,
the highest profit being Rs. 17,260 in 1902. The working
expenses of this forest are low, amounting on an average to
Rs. 4,585 annually. In Tulsipur, on the other hand, a large staff
bas to be maintained, and the profits consequently disappear
rapidly. From 1892 to 1899 these forests yielded only Re. 4,549
annually, while in the succeeding two years there was a serious
deficit.  From 1902 onwards there has been a slight improve-
ment, and in 1903 the surplus was Ra. 11,460, the average from
1899 to 1905 being no more than Ra. 2,938. In this case the
working expenses amounted to Rs. 22,050 annually.

The various private forests of the dietrict are of considerable Private
cconomic value, although they eeldom produce timber of the Eres'®
first quality. They comprise the forest areas in Tulsipur outside
the reserved boundary, belonging to the Maharaja of Balrampur;
the narrow etrips of sd! forest along the Kuwana, Bisuhi, and
other rivers, and the scattered patches of dAdk and other jungle

3
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in different parts of the district. The area of such forests has
greatly declined since annexation, owing to the rapid extension
of cultivation. During the first twenty years of British rule
large stretches of wooded land were cleared for the plough, and
the process has been continued till the presont time. The adl
forests along the rivers of the uparhar were for the most part
demarcated as jungle grants under the waste land rules and
distributed among various grantees. At first the principle
adopted was to take fees at the rate of Ra. 10 per hundred acres,
and give a lease, remitting land revenue for twenty years, and
stipulating that a certain proportion of land should be brought
under cultivation by certain fised periods, while in every case
one-half was to be cleared before the twenty years expired. In
case the grantee did not clear the stipulated ares, he was to
receive the land he had actually brought under the plough,
together with an equal amount of waste, and the remainder was
to be resumed. Subsequently it was considered that money
might be more rapidly and profitably realized by absolute sales
of the fee-simple; and such plots as had not been dealt with
under the old rules were put up for auction, the land revenue
being remitted in perpetuity, while a full proprietary title was
conveyed to the auction-purchaser. Under the former system
en area of 43,275 acres, comprising 31 grants, was distributed,
while 35,493 acres were sold by auction in 22 parcels for
Bs. 4,99,422, giving an average price of Rs, 14-1-6 per acre.
Some of the resumed grants were incorporated into the Nawab-
ganj reserved forest. These private jungles, so far as they have
not been cleared, are still of importance as providing fuel and
fodder reserve, and their owners in some cases realize consider-
able sums in the shape of grazing dues ; but the best timber they
produce is 84/ in the shape of small beams, sleepers, and poles,
which are disposed of in the local markets or purchased by the
railway company.

In consequence of the large forest area artificial groves are
comparatively scarce, as is also the case in the districts of Kheri
and Bahraich. Their absence is specially remarkable in the
northern parganas, but they rapidly increase in size and namber
towards the south as the distance from the forest becomes
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greater, At the first regular settlement groves covered 44,134
acres or 2} per cent. of the total area, The proportion ranged
from -6 per cent. in Tulsipur to 4'3 per cent. in Gonda and 57 per
cent. in Pabarapur. Since that time the grove ares has slightly
decreased, mainly owing to the spread of cultivation and the
tillage of lands which were formerly occupied by old groves
which have not been replaced. In 1904.the total grove area was
43,959 acres, the proportion as before being highest in the
Gonda tahsil, where it amounts to 42 per cent. of the total area.
These groves generally consist of mango trees, but there is in
addition a-large amount of land covered with makus which- is
generally entered as culturable waste. These makua groves, espe-
cially in the east of the district, are often of great value, and
large sums are realized from the sale of their produce. The
Jamun trees, which abound along the Bisuhi and other rivers and
frequently cover large continuous areas, are also of some impor-
tance, but they, too, are only included in the grove lands when
they occur in regular plantations.

The total area of the waste and uncultivated land in 1904 Wasta
amounted to 503,793 acres, or excluding the reserved forests land.
29'7 per cent, of the whole district. Of this, however, only a
portion can be properly described as waste, The area under
water, amounting to 105,371 acres, has already been mentioned ;
while in addition to this 58,047 acres occupied by sites, roads, and
buildings should be also excluded. So, too, should the new fallow,
35,275 acres in all, as this represents for the most part land which
is under cultivation, but which is allowed to rest under the usual
system of rotation. Of the remainder the emall area of 9,275
acres was classed as actually unculturable, and of this over one-
third was to be found in pargana Guwarich, where there are
large areas of barren sand left along its banks by the Ghagra.
The rest is mainly of a similar nature, as in this district the Zsar
plains which characterize the south of Oudh are practically non-
existent. The uncultivated waste which has never been brought
under the plough is somewhat extensive, amounting to 152,777
acres, while 143,338 acres were classed as old fallow. The former
consists for the most of unreclaimed jungle land and open grass
wastes, which are common in the north and also along the Ghagra,
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while much of the latter is land of a very inferior quality and
would not repay permanent cultivation, or land which has been
‘terporarily abandoned owing to local depression. The propor
tion of waste is naturally larger in the Utraula tahsil than else-
where, and particularly in the parganas of Tulsipur, Mankapur,
and Sadullahnagar. It is smallest in Gonda, the best devcloped
tahsil of the district. Much of the culturable waste, too, consists
of inferior land which has been purposely left untilled in order to
provide fodder. This is especially the case along the Terhi,
where there is a continuous stretch of lowlying land, which,
though not in itself of a bad quality, is liable to flood and affords
better pasture than is commonly found elsewhere in the hot
summer months. At the first regular settlement Mr. Benett
remarked that in no part 6 the district had the limit of cultiva-
tion been reached, andﬁ consequently it was only natural to find a
large decrease in tlg }Lnassc_ised areg on the expiry of the settle-
ment. It is prob& th 'f}tevfe,;isn still room in Gonda for a
considerable extegs o pre ouﬁlvated and the proportion
of available land gjj r.gher than in the more deve-
loped districts of '

The mineral }

l‘ .

iﬂ&uctf” of’-ﬁé s are very insignificant and
a(ﬁagﬁ/a !and brick-earth. The former
is fourd in large qnantméa a}o ¢ the course of the Ghagra,
while in the uparkar itis oenex‘*él y obtainable when required for
road metal. The cost of excavation is, as a rule, the same as
in the neighbouring districts, that is to say, about ome rupee
per cubic foot, but the price chiefly depends on the distance it
has to be carried from the quarry. In the farai to the north
kankar is rarely to be found, and it is largely owing to this
reason that none of the roads in that tract have been metalled.
The construction of the various lines of railway increased the
demand for kamkar in the south, but in many parts of the
uparkar it was found cheapef to use as ballast the bricks of the
old sites of Bhar villages, which are so frequently to be secn in
this district. Brick-earth is obtainable in most places, and
native kilns are to be seen in the neighbourhood of most of the

‘towns, while at Gonda and Balrampur good bricks of the
“European pattern are manufactured.
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Wild animals are found in greater numbers and variety Fauna,

than in the districts to the south of the Ghagrs, and the species
commonly met with in Gonda are generally the same as those
occurring in DBahraich and Kheri. In the forests of the north
tizers, leopards, bears, and wolves are to be found, but their
numbers have greatly decreased since the advent of British rule
and the subsequent contraction of the jungle area.. The sambhar,
spotted deer, hog-deer, and nilgai also occur in the forests, while
the last are also unusually abundant in the southern jungles of
Nawabganj and in the lowlying tracts along the Ghagra, where
they do immense damags to the crops. The black buck is fairly
common in the wide open grass wastes of Tulsipur and is
occasionally to be seen further south. The wild pig abounds
along the Ghagra and throughout the forest area, and with the
nilgai and mounkeys, which are to be seen in multitudes in parts -
of the district, render the cultivation in the neighbourhood of the
forests at all times precarious. Save within the reserved forests,
but little has been done to check the wholesale slaughter of
game by native hunters, the Tharus of the north being notorious
offonders in this respect. The other wild animals include the
porcupine, jackal, fox, and hare, which are to be found in all
parts. Many of the streams, and especially the Rapti and
Kuwana, are full of both varieties of alligators and shoals of
porpoisea. '

The birds of the district include all the species commonly Birds,

found in the submontane tracts. Peacocks, jungle fowl, bus-
tards, partridges, and quail are all to be found, and sometimes in
great numbers. Largae flocks of the small hill pigeon come
down from the highlands of Nepal during the cold weather, and
at the same season ortolan are very common in the plains at the
edge of the jungle. Migratory waterfowl of all descriptiona
visit the district during the winter months and are to be seen in
almost every jhil.

The rivers and lakes of the district abound with fish of Fishes

‘many varieties, and large numbers of persons resort to fishing
-either as a regular profession or as a subsidiary means of subsis
tenco. The various species met with are practically the same as
“thuso found throughout Oudh. They are caught with the net,
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rod, and line, various forms of wicker baskets and traps, and also
with the pachki or five-pronged spear, in the use of which the
fishermen are very expert. Fish are used as food by the majority
of the population, and those caught find a ready sale in the local
bazars. Large numbers of fishermen resort to the small streams
which flow into the Rapti; these are well stocked with fish, and
during the season the huts of the fishermen may be scen all
along their banks. They hang their fish on lines to dry in the
sun, and then carry it to the north to barter with the hillmen of
Nepal. The Tharus are great fishermen, while in the south the
castes chiefly engaged in fishing are Kahars, Pasis, Mallahs, and
Kewats, At the last census there were 1,125 persons employed
as fishermen, exclusive of dependents, the total being consider-
ably larger than any other district of Oudh, though this is
exclusive of the numbers of cultivators who take to fishing
during the season.

The cattle of this district are generally of a somewhat
superior type to those seen south of the Ghagra, owing to the
larger areas of available pasturage and grazing ground. There
are, however, no local breeds of any importance, the best animals
being brought to the district from Nanpara in Bahraich and sold
at the various cattle markets, of which Katra Bazar is the chief.
The principal local breeding grounds are in the north under the
forest, where cattle are kept in large herds. In former days
they did great damage to the young saplings and other forest
produce, as grazing rights extended up to the very foot of the
hills, but since the reservation of the Tulsipur forest the area
opened to grazing has been greatly reduced and the number of
cattle permitted to enter the reserves has been fixed at a
maximum of 30,000. There are also good grazing grounds in
the neighbourhood of the Tikri forest and in the various private
jungles; a considerable area, too, is devoted to grazing along the
Terhi, while the manjha lands of the Ghagra also provide pasture
of a somewhat inferior quality. The so-called Rampur breed,
which derives its name from the village on the Terhi in which
Raja Krishn Datt Ram resided, is not properly indigenous,
being the offspring of cattle imported by the reja from Rajputana.
These animals are famous for their vice, ugliness, and great power
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of endurance. The other local breeds are gemerally small, but
are well suited to the work required of them. The prico of a
pair of plough oxen ranges from Ra. 40 to Rs. 50, while for
draught a rather better quality is required. Almost all the
jungles are infested with wild cattle, the descendants of animals
which bad broken loose, or in some cases of those left behind in
abandoned villages; they do great damage to the crops, and,
though occasionally captured, are of little use for domestic pur-
poses. '

The total recorded mumber of cattle at the first regular
settlement was 708,828, but as the number of ploughs was
154,912, it would appear that the former figure included cattle of
all descriptions and not merely those available for agricultural
purposes, Moreover, the returns were admitted to be inaccurate,
and no great reliance can be placed on the figures. A regular
cattle census was taken in Angust 1899, and it was then ascer-
tained that the district contained 404,203 bulls and bullocks,
237,441 cows, 10,362 male baffuloes, and 92,722 cow buffaloes ; in
addition to these, young stock numbered 338,021, The figures
for plough animals were not exceeded in any of the districts of
Oudh, snd the number of cows was ouly surpassed in Kheri,
There were 163,221 ploughs, giving an average of 245 cattlo
and 6'91 cultivated acres per plough. The former average was
fairly high, though it should be remembered that in the rice
tracts four bullocks are commonly yoked to each plough, so that
the available surplus is reduced to very small proportions. The
plough duty was also high, and this was ascribed partly to the
general superiority of the cattle and partly to the backward
state of caltivation as compared with other districts of Oudh.

Cattle
censng,

A second census was taken in the early part of 1904, and it was.

then ascertained that the number of bulls and bullocks had rigen
to 444,720, of cows to 329,532, of male buffaloes to 10,537, and
of cow buffuloes to 97,515 ; but, on the other hand, young stock
showed & considerable decline, the total being 327,101. The
general increase was balanced by a greater number of ploughs,
the latter amounting to 138,934, so that the proportion of cattle
to each plough remained practically unchanged. The large
number of ‘cows and cow buffaloes shows both that Gonda is &
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breeding district and also that it has & large ghi industry, great
quantities of the latter article being exported to the southern
markets.

Like all the submontane tracts, the district is exposed from
time to time to severe epidemics of cattle disease, Certain
forms, such as rinderpest, foot-and-mouth disease, black-quarter,
and hemorrhagic septicoemia, appear to be endemic in tho dis-
trict, while anthrax also appears from time to time. The returns
are quite unreliable, as great numbers of deaths are not reportod
and the diagnosis is frequently faulty. An epidemic of unusual
severity oceurred in 1870, and it was then calculated that no
less than 38 per cont. of the stock was lost in pargana Maba-
dewa, while in the Glonda tahsil the decrease was about 30 per
cent. The murrain spread over the whole district and hud a
pernicious effect on cultivation, large areas of cultivated land
being abandoned. Rinderpest is always very common in Tulsi-
pur, especially after the rains in October and November, Littlo
has been done to check the spread of disease, though of late
years inoculation bas been attempted and the services of a voteri-
nary assistant have been placed at the disposal of the district
board.

" The other domestic animals are of little importance. . Horse-
breeding has never been scientifically attempted to any extent,
although a stallion is maintained by the district board. The
last census showed a total of 14,636 horses and ponies in the dis-
trict, but most of these are the ordinary wretched animals of the
country, under-fed and over-worked, employed for the transport
of grain, which is packed in sacks and taken on their backs
to the bazars. Carts are also largely used for the same purpose,
and in 1904 the number was 18,788, a higher figure than in any
other district of Oudh except Kheri. Mention should, however,
be made of the admirable fanghan ponies from the hills of
Nepal, brought in large numbers to the Debi Patan fair : there
is a large demand for these animals, and they command good
prices. It was also observed at the census that donkeys are
very numerous, but these animals are generally of a very poor
description, and there is little or no mule-breeding. Sheep and
goats abound in all parts, but both are of very small breeds.
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They are kept for food, for penning on the land, and also for their
wool and hair, which is either manufactured into felt or blankets
on the epot or else exported.

The climate of Gonda generally resembles that of the ad- Climate.
joining districts of Bahraich and Basti on the west and east
respectively. No records of temperature are maintained, but
generally speaking the district may be said to compare favour-
ably in this reapect with the southern districts of Oudh, and
during the hot weather the thermometer seldom registers a very
high figure. Observations of over 105° in the shade have occa-
sionally been recorded, but the average maximum for May and
June is not much above 90.° The cold weather lasts Ionger than
in the districts to the south, but at the same time frosts are
uncommon and are rarely severs, even in the coldest months of
Docember and January. At almost all seasons of the year
the prevailing winds blow from the east. Although considered
Lealthy by Europeans, the district does not enjoy a good re-
putation among natives, and especially those from other parts of
the United Provinces, This is chiefly due to the prevalence of
mulariul fever, owing mainly to the large forest area and the
general height of the water level. Different parts of the district;
exhibit very difforent degrees of unhealthiness, the worst bemg
undoubtedly the faras pargana of Tulsipur, which, as is the cyse
cverywhere in the' immediate vicinity of the hills, is deadly to
strangers and barmful to all but the comparatively fever-proof
Tharus.

The district as a whole receives 8 much more abundant rain- Reinall,
full than the parts of Oudh lying to the south of the Ghagra, the
uverage closely approximating to that of Bahraich. Within the
limite of the district the distribution varies considerably, the
northern parganas receiving much more rain than those in the
south ; this is doubtless due to the proximity of the hills and the
sbundance of forests. Rain-gauges have been maintained at
euch of the tahsil headquarters since 1870, though that at Gonda
was started &t an earlier date. The average fall for the whole dis~
trict botween 1870 and 1904 was 4606 inches annually. The
Lighest average was that of Utraula, amounting to 51:55, and the
lowest that of Tarabganj, where it was only 41'1 inches; at

4
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Gonda itself, which lies between the two, the average was 4445
inches. There are no records to show the rainfall in Tulsipur,
where it doubtless is very much heavier than at any of the
tahsils. Several years present remarkable variations from the
normal. In 1871, a year of general floods, the district averago
was 71°93 inches, and over 81 inches fell at Gonda. Another wet
year was 1879, with 6873 inches for the distriet and 81'2 inches
at Utraula, The heaviest fall on record occurred in 1894, when
the district received 73-33 inches, and on this occasion the full
was heaviest at Gonda, where it amounted to 8466 inches, while

“at Utraula it was under 64 inches. In 1901 the district average

was 36°17 inches, but mention may be made of the record
fall of 16:75 inches in 24 hours at Tarabganj on the 20th of
September, The lowest fall recorded was that of 1873, when
the total for the district was 21'73 inches and only 167 inches
fell 'at Tarabganj. This resulted in considerable scarcity, and,
though the rainfall was deficient throughout Oudh, Gonda
was the only district in the province in which relief works
were found necessary. In 1876 and 1877 the average was
slightly over 29 inches and the district did not suffer acutely.

-Other dry years were 1880 and 1881, in which the fall was very

deficient in the Tarabganj tahsil. From that time onwards it
was either in excess of or closely approaching.to the normal
until 1896, when famine again occurred. The average for the
district was 27-67 inches, the Tarabganj tahsil again faring the
worst, as it only received 24:92 inches. There was also a con-
siderable scarcity in 1865, following on a deficient rainfall of
the previous year, and again in 1869; on the latter occasion
the fall, though not remarkably small, was badly distributed, and
it was followed by an entire absence of the winter rains, which
almost invariably occur in this district.

Some idea of the general health of the district can be obtained
from an examination of the vital statistics. In the appendix
will be found tables showing the number of recorded births and
deaths since 1891 and the resultant rate, and also the number of
deaths in each year ascribed to the principal causes of death.*
The registration of births and deaths was attempted at an

- * Appendix, tables 111 and 1V, [



General Featuses, 27

early date, but the system at the beginning was very imperfect,
and it was not till 1871 that the present arrangements were
introduced. Even after that date the figures for-several years
were obviously incorrect, as the number of deatha reported must
have been far less than the actual figure, From 1872 to 1881
the average annual mortality was 22,264, and this, according to
the returns of the 1869 census, gave an- average annual death-
rate of only 19 per mille. For the following decade the average
was 39,064, giving a rate of 30-7 per mille, which doubtless
represents & far closer approximation to the reality. From 1892
to 1901 the number of recorded deaths was much higher, owing
partly to more accurate registration and partly to successive
epidemics of fever and cholera, The annual average for the period
was 49,272 deaths or 33:7 per mille. In 1892 and 1894, both
very wet years, in which there were severe outbreaks of cholera,
the number of deaths was well over 60,000, and again in 1897
the death-rate was very high. The average recorded birth-rate
for the same period was 34:89 per mille, This small excess of
birtha over deaths was more than compensated by the large
infant mortality, the result being shown in the great decrease of
the population at the following census of 1891. Further, in
only five out of the ten years did the number of births exceed’
that of deaths,-a phenomenon which somewhat strikingly illus-
trates the general unhealthiness both of the district and of the
decade. The years following the last census have been much
morg favourable, and, while the death-rate has greatly fallen,'thd
propoyti'on of birtha has shown a marked increase, The former
for the first three years averaged only 2845 per mille, from
which it appears that in favourable seasons the district can well
bear comparison with the adjoining tracts.

) Turning to the chief causes of deatb, it will be obgerved that, Fever,
89 usual, fever heads the list. The term is applied vaguely, and
generally includes all ‘diseases in which fever is a symptom, for
want of 8 more scientific diagnosis. A large proportion of the
deaths 8o rogistered, however, may undoubtedly be ascribed to
malarial fever. From 1872 to 1881 nearly 73 per cent. of the
recorded deaths were assigned to this cause, and in the following
ten years the proportion was 70 per cent. The figures remained
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fairly constant in cach year, but betweon 1892 and 1901 there
were soveral violent epuleunca of fover, notably in the wot
season of 1894 and again in 1897, when the v1tahty of the
people was lowered through famine. During this period over
72 per cent. of the deatha woro ascribed to fever, the figure
closely upproximating to the genoral average for the past thirty
years. .
Cholera appears regularly in the district every year, and .
has been responsible for a varying number of deaths on every

. ocension since 1875, the only year in which the returns undor

this head were blank., The disease appears to be endemic, but
from time to time violent epidemics have occurred, carrying off
thousands of persons. These outbreaks have frequcntly boen
ascribed to the great gatherings at the Debi Patan fair,' but
their occurrence has become more rare since active measurcs
have been taken to improve the sanitary arrangements at these
asgemblages. The visitors at the fair are for the most part hill-
men from Nepal; they are by naturo dirty in their habits, and
the mass of buman beings and horses collected together proved,
until stringent measures were taken to emsure cleanliness, a

- fruitful source of disease. Between 1872 and 1881 cholera

accouuted for 11'5 per cent. of the total recorded mortality:
there were bad outbreaks in 1873, 1876, and the two following
years, and again in 1881, when over 6,000 deaths were regis-
tered. ‘During the ensuing decads there were only‘pwo bad
epidémics in 1886 and 1888, the latter being responsible for
over 10,000 deaths. Daring the whole period, however, the
average mortality from cholera was only 72 per cent, of the
whole. The improvement was not maintained in subsequent
years, From 1891 to 1896 inclusive the annual mortality from
this cause was over 3,000, while in 1893 it amounted to more
than 16,000, and again in 1895 to more than 14,000. There
was but little cholera in 1888 and the next year was compara-
tively free, but another serious epidemic occurred in 1900 and
the average for the ten years worked out at over 10 per cent,,
an exceptionally high figure as compared with other districts of
Oudh. It may be noted that in this respect Gonda closcly
resembles Kberi and, indeed, all the other submontane districts in
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which the water is near the surface and the depth of the wells
comparatively small, renderir}g contamination difficult to avoid.
Small-pox is still a common disease in this district, although smal.
its ravages have been greatly reduced by the spread of vaccina- ™
tion, In early years epidemics of great intensity were g frequent
occurrence, and this was especially the case in 1876 and 1880;
the average number of deaths for the terr years ending 1881 was
over 3,000 annually, or more than 13 per cent. of the whole
recorded mortality, From 1882 to 1891 the proportion was
lower, being only 9'6 per cent,, but would, indeed, have been far
less but for the terrible epidemic in 1885, the worst on record in
this distrlct, when 24,600 persons were said to have died from’
this dmeaso. .Since that time there have been no unusnally bad
outbreaks except in 1897, when the death-roll reached the high
figure of 5,490, This was more than half the total number of
cascs between 1892 and 1901, the average for the decade being
only 1,077 annually, or little more than 2 per cent. of the
recorded mortality. That this remarkable decrease in the num-
ber of deaths from small-pox may be ascribed mainly to the
spread of vaccination is evident from the returns, These show
that tho epidemic of 1885 tended largely to enhance the popu-
lurity of preventive measures, which up to that time had been
generally recorded with disfavour. - For the ten years ending
1904 the average number of successful primary vaccinations was
34,300 apnually, showing an enormous increase over the ﬁgures
of the preceding ten years. In 1904 it was estimated that over
* 17 per cent. of the population were protected by vaccination, but
thia figure shows room for great improvement, as Gonda is in this
respeet still behind all the districts of Oudh except Bara Banki,
and worse results were only obtained in Azamgarh and Farrukh-
nbdd of all thedistricts of the United Provinces. The reason lies
to some extent in the unusual proportion of Brahmans among the
inhabitants of this district, as the higher castes are everywhere
more averse to vaccination than the lower ranks of Hindu society.
The other diseases call for no special mention. With the Other
exccptioxi of a'single case in May 1898, plague did mot make i3S
its uppearnnce in the district till February 1903, when a few
importod cases occurred near Lakarmandi. The discase soon
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died out, but towards the end of March Gonda became infected
and then Nawabganj. In April 74 dcaths were reported from
the district, but the total fell to 16 in May, whilo at the end
of the month the district was free. A more serious outbrouk
occurred in the following October, both at Gonda and in various
parts of the district, especially Colonelganj. As a preventive
measure disinfection was extensively carried out and the people

- were induced to take up a temporary abode in groves and othor

places.. During the last three months of the year 580 deaths
were recorded, but this number was exceeded in January 1904,
when plague spread north to Utraula and elsewhere, resulting in
gn extensive migration of the inhabitants. As before, the dis-
ease remained in the district till the hot weather, but its spread
was largely checked by general disinfection and segregation,
Dysentery and bowel complaints are fairly common, being fre-
quently the results of malarial fever. Goitre is unusually
prevalent in this district, and particularly in the southern
parganas : it is generally attributed by the people to the water,
and being most commonly found in the immediate neighbourhood
of the great rivers, lends support to the well-known theory that
the disease is caused by drinking the water of snow-fed streams,

Statistics of infirmities were first compiled at the census of
1881, when the numbers of lepers, deaf-mutes, lunatics, and

. blind persons were recorded. At the last enumeration of 1901

the total number coming under this head was 2,127, a lower
figure than in any other part of Oudh except Kheri., Of the
whole number, 979 were blind, an abnormally low figure, 699
were deaf and dumb, 300 were afflicted with leprosy, and 149 were
insane. The number of deaf-mutes is unusually large, although
it was exceeded in Bahraich, Almora, and Gorakhpur, The infir-
mity is undoubtedly connected with goitre, and, like that discase,
is most common in the hills and then follows the course of some
of the rivers issuing from them, but not for any considerable
distance. Both goitre and deaf-mutism are chiefly found in the
Tarabganj tahsil, and the proportions are almost identical. Tt
would appear that in many cases insanity is also connected with
goitre, and this theory is again supported by the territorial
distribution, :



CIIAPTER II

AGRICULTURR AND COMMERCE.

TrovueH in its natural conditions thq district is not Cultiva-

unfortunate, agriculture is still in a backward state, Ilardly any
of the land is of a really bad description, and in the matter of
irrigation the tract possesses unusual natural advantagea; but on
the other hand the soil is light and often weak, large areas are

subject to fluvial action and floods, and cultivation in the vicinity,

of the foresta suffers severely from the depredations of wild,
animals. These drawbacks might be to a large extent counter-
acted if other conditions were more favourable, but here, again,
the district is seriously handicapped. Not only are many of the
larger landowners in very straitened circumstances owing to the
heavy encumbrances on their estates, but the tenants are as a
body of & very inferior description by reason of the great nume-
rical preponderance of the higher castes. Brahmans and Rajputs,
who are notoriously poor husbandmen, have far more land than
the better agriculturists, and their holdings are usually large and
carelessly tilled, most of the work being done by hired labour,
Conscquently the close and intense cultivation which characterizes
the districts of central and southern Oudh is comparatively rare
in Gonda, owing either to the general mediocrity of the soil or to
the prevailing caste of the tenants. Moreover, the district is
markedly affected by its most striking peculiarity—the dispersion
of the population among numerous hamlets and the absence of
compact and densely populated village sites,~resulting in an
unusually low proportion of the rich and highly manured land in
the vicinity of the homesteads, which forms so important a
factor in the fartility of other parts of Qudh. The district has,
however, made considerable progress of late years. Chultivation
bas extended and become more stable; the outlying jungles have
in u large measure disappeared ; irrigation has increased rapidly,
end the character of the crops has improved, while the general
development bas been materially asaisted by the construction of

tion,
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the railway and its branches, especially in the castorn parganas,
which in early years were very backward.

The proportion of the land cultivated to tho totul aron
of the district is necessarily somewhat low, owlag to the wide
extent of forest in the north and elsewhere, There are no records
extant to show the amount of cultivation at annexation, although
figures were collpcted in each. pargana at the time of the summary
assessment. It is known, however, that the increase was very
rapid during the first few years of Dritish rule, especially in
Burhapara and other parganas which had suffered severely at the
hands of the revenue authorities. The earliest statistics are those
of the first regular settlement, It was then ascertained that
1,049,867 acros or 61 per cent. of the whole ares, excluding the

. forests, was cultivated. The proportion varied greatly in different

parts : it was highest in Balrampur pargana with 73 per cent.,
followed by the Gonda tahsil with 64 per cent., and lowest in
Nawabganj, Burhapara, and Mankapur, the last having but 43
per cent. of cultivation. At the revision of 1875 a slight incrcase
was recorded, the total being 1,070,163 acres or 61'5 per cent.
Regular annual returns were not prepared till 1885, and it was
then found that 1,167,824 acres were under the plough. There
was an unaccountable drop in the following year, but the average
from 1885 to 1894 was no less than 1,139,548 acres, the highest
figure being reached in the last year, when it amounted to

" 1,188,523 acres, or over 70 per cent., a proportion which has

" never been equalled since. From that time a decline set in by

reason of a succession of bad eeasons, floods, and saturation being
followed by drought, till in 1897 cultivation had fallen to 1,047,574
acres, or less than the total at the settlement. At the last revi-
sion a slight advance was already visible, the total being 1,078,511
acres, but there was still a marked decrease in the Tarabganj
tahsil as compared with the earliest records, and in Gonda culti-
vation was almost stationary, Utraula alone showing any distinct
improvement. During subsequent years the progress has becn
rapid, and it would seem that the old level of 1893 will soon be
regained, if not passed. During the decade ending in 1904 the
average cultivation was 1,104,950 acres, while in the last ycar it
was 1,148,461 acres or over €7 per cent, of the whole district,
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excluding the reserved forests. As before, the proportion was
highest in Utraula and lowest in Tarabganj, the latter tahsil
having not yet recovered from its depression and the consequent
loss of population.

There is undoubtedly room for some extension of cultivation Extension
in the future, both in the resumption of fallow and in bleakmg ‘t’m‘;‘f‘““
up new waste. The latter process is slow and Jaborious, and is
constantly hampered by the ravages of wild animals, as most of
the available land is in the neighbourhood of jungle. More will
probably be effocted by the development of those tracts in which
cultivation is more recent and consequently unstable, As the
pressure on the land increases, so will the tillage necessarily
improve. The spread of cultivation since the first regular settle-
ment has mainly taken place in the Utraula tahsil, where the
population was scanty, communications hardly existed, and large
belts of jungle awaited reclamation. In the other tahsils, where
the cultivation was old and well established, the area still unre-
claimed is mainly of a poor character, and in most parts au
extension of tillage can only be eecured by a resort to inferior
soils.

One of the chief features in the agriculture of this district is ponbe-
the prevalence of the practice of double-cropping, which illus- cropping.
trates not only the capacity of the land but also the ease with
which the soil is tilled. It is commeon throughout the north of
Oudh, espocially in the rice tracts, where gram is sown broadcast ,
in the cold weather; but in no other district is it carried to such
on extent ag in Gonda. At the first regular settlement ‘tho
dofusli area waa 317,600 acres or nearly 30 per cent. of the eulti-
vation, but probably even this figure is below the mark. The
practice has grown rapidly of late years, and from 1894 to 1903
the average was 459,455 acres or over 41 per cent. of the area
cultivated, while in 1904 it had risen to the surprising figure of
564,799 acres, more than 49 per cent. of the land cultivated being
sown twicoin the year, This increase largely compensates for the
apparent decline in the total ares tilled, for the crop-producing
area in 1904 was thus far in excess of that recorded in any other
season, uot excepting 1893. The practice, too, is most common in
the Tarabgunj tahsil, where the proportion was over 60 per cent.,

5
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so that it would appear that in this sub-division attention is paid
rather to obtaining the maximum yield from the better soils
than to extending the cultivation by breaking up new land. In
Gonda the double-cropped area was 52 per cent. and in Utraula
42 per cent.,, the least amounts being in the Utraula and Manka-
pur parganas, in the former of which the soils are often suitable

- for one particular crop, either in the winter or auturnn harvest,

while in the latter the land is weaker than in any other portion of
the distriet.

There are the usual harvests called by the usual names, save
that the late kharif crops are often classed by themselves as
belonging to the henwat or aghani harvest, the latter namo being
derived from the month in which the late rice is reaped. The
relative areas occupied by the two harvests differ greatly in
different parts of the district, owing to the nature of the soil.
In the tarai the later kharif crops predominate, as rice is the
chief staple; further south, in the uparhar, wheat is the-most
important; and in the farkar yeliance is to a large extent placed
on the outturn of the early kharif, owing to the large area
under maize. The recent history of the district, however, illus-
trates the changes that have taken place in this direction. At
the first regular settlement the rabi area was slightly under
53 per cent. of the gross area cropped, and the kharif a little
more than 47 per cent., but the proportion in the case of the
former ranged from 43 per cent. in Tulsipur to 60 per cent, in
Paharapur, and of the latter from 43 per cent, in Guwarich
to 57 per cent. in Tulsipur.* At the last settlement it wus
observed that the khanf exceeded the rabi in all tahsils of the
district—a change that is doubtless due to enhanced pressure on
the goil, and aleo to a great development of rice and sugarcane
cultivation. In 1899 the rabi averaged only 45 per cent. of the
total cropped area, and the kharif had risen to no less than
55 per cent. Five years later, in 1904, the difference was less
marked, the proportions being 495 and 505 per cent., respec-
tively. This was not due to any falling off on the part of the
kharif, but rather to a very rapid expansion of the rabi area,
indicating an increase in the practice of double-cropping, gram aond

* Settlement report, page 107,
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other crops being more extensively grown on the rice flelds
during the winter. In the Gonda tahsil the rabi harvest exceed-
ed the kharif to a considerable extent, but elsewhere the latter
had a marked advantage. The said or intermediate harvest is of
little importance in this district. It seldom covers more than
5,000 acres and is frequently very much less. In 1904 the total
was only 2,679 acres, and of this 2,081 acres lay in the Tarabganj
tuhsil, and 479 in Utrauls, mainly in the Balrampur pargana.
Almost the whole area is taken up by melons, which are some-
what extensively grown during the hot weather in the sandy soil
along the Ghagra, Rapti, and other rivers: for the rest, thereis a
little chona, an early millet, and a small amount of vegetables
and spices.

By far the most important of the kharif staples is rice, Kuarit
which, according to the returns available from 1898 to 1904, °P*
covers on an average 584,526 acres or 56:19 per cent. of the
total kharif harvest. The proportion is naturally highest in the
Utraula tabsil, where it amounts to no less than 6503 per cent.
In the parganas of tahsil Gouda it was 52'4, and in Tarabganj
only 37'8 per cent. In the farai tract and in the northern
portion of the wparhar the rice chiefly grown is that known as
Jarhan or transplanted rice; this is also raised elsewhers in the
noighbourhood of jhils and depressions where water is available,
The jarjan variety is much more valuable than the dry or early
rice, which preponderates in the upland tract and in the Tarab-
gaoj tahsil. A noteworthy feature of the latter sub-division is
the large proportiou of early kharif crops, which renders the
tract practically secure in the event of an early cessation of the
rains, Early rice is sown in July 'and cut in September, while
Jarhan follows two months later, the transplanting taking place
in August. The great increase in the rice area is very remark-
able, for at the first regular settlement the area covered by this
crop was no more than 408,171 acres.

Next in order comes maize, which occupies on an average pgiz,
209,055 acres or 2424 per cent. of the kharif area, This crop
bas long been popular in the district, as also in the adjoiuing
tracts of Dasti aod Gorakhpur, but it has spread enormously
during the past forty years, having more than doubled in
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amount since the first rogular settlement. The light and porous
soil of the tarkar is better suited for maize than rice, and conse-
quently we find the largest proportion in the Tarabganj tuhuil,

_ where maize covers no less than 44-3 per cent. of the kharif

area; while in Glonda the figure is also high, amounting to 316
per cent., and in Utraula 132 per cent., the bulk of it in the
latter case being found in the Balrampur pargana. Tnormous
quantities of maize are produced in Guwarich, and there, as
elsewhere in the lowlying tract, it is generally followed in the
rabi by a crop of peas or barley.

Among the inferior food grains mention may be made of
kodon, a small millet which grows in light, unirrigated soil and is
extensively consumed by the poorer classes. It covers when
sown alone on an average 43,191 acres or 509 per cent. of the
area sown in the kharif. The largest amount is to be found in
the uparhar tract of the Utraula tahsil, in which it comprises 69
per cent., especially in the Mankapur and Babbhnipair parganas,
but there is a good deal in the lighter portion of Balrampur and
Tulsipur. In Tarabganj it amounts to 844 per cent., end in
Gonda to no more than 181 per cent. The crop is, however, very
extensively grown’in the Gonda tahsil in combination with arhar,
On the whole it would appear that kodon has everywhere declined
in importance since the first regular settlement, and this is gene-
rally a favourable sign, as it has in most places, and notably in
pargana Gonda, been supplanted by more valaable staples.

The area under sugarcane in this district is not remarkably
large, amounting on an average to 20,241 acres or 231 per cent.
of the kharif harvest. The largest proportion is 325 per cent,
in the Gonda tahsil, followed by 279 per cent. in Tarabganj,
while in Utraula it is only 1'8 per cent. The cultivation of this
valuable crop is, however, on the increase and has nearly doubled
since the first regular settlement. Of late years there has been
a slight decline, but this is merely a temporary fluctuation. 1t is
growing in popularity in the wparhar, where it is regularly
raised in the better fields adjoining the village sites; in the
tarhar the soil is less suited to sugarcane, and here it is almost
confined to lowlying localitics, and is unirrigated, while the
yield is poor.
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The other kharif crops are of very little importance. Of the E)ht:gtf'
larger millets, 84/ra is almost unknown, except in a small area in ;rops,
the Gonda tabsil, and judr is but seldom raised in this district,
save to 8 small extent in Tulsipur and a few other parganas; a
certain amount is, however, grown as fodder and cut while green,
This does not appear to have been always the case, for at the first
regular settlement judr covered over 95,000 acres, mainly in Tarab~
ganj, where ite place has almost wholly been taken by maize,
which is a more profitable crop. There is a fair amount of arkar
in the Utraula and Sadullahnagar parganas, as well agin the farai
parganas of the north, but elsewhere it is seldom to be seen,
except in combination with kodon.or other crops. Other food
crops include mandua, chiefly in pargana Gonda, and the pulses
known as urd, mung, and moth, but the area occupied by these
crops is never large, except in parts of Balrampur and Tulsipur.
There is'an insignificant amount of land under oilseeds, mainly
in Gonda and Tulsipur, and a very small area sown with hemp;
indigo is now unknown, though it was once grown in Babhnipair
and the neighbouring parganas; cotton, too, has practically
disappeared, though it was once a popular crop in the Gonda
tahsil and pargana Guwarich. ,

The crops grown in the rabi harvest may be roughly divided Rabi
into three classes, the first comprising the rent-paying staples, “"°P*
produced for export, such as wheat,, oilseeds, and opium ; the
sccond those which are regularly grown for local consumption
and form the regular food of the people, as, for instance, peas and
barley ; end the third the supplementary crops, such as gram
and masir, which are chiefly raised on land which has already
borne one harvest in the preceding kharif. The last are subject
to considerable variations, as the area occupied by them depends
largely on the nature of the season. One of the most noticeable
features of recent years has been the large increase in the area
under such additional crops, especially in the favourable seasons
succeeding the last scttlement. The following figures are the
averages for all years for which records are available since, 1898,
but it should be observed that in most cases the figures of 1904
are very largely in excess of any previously recorded.*

* Appendix, table VI,
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The chief rabi staple is wheat, which on an average covers
205,313 acres or 2793 per cent. of the rabi area. The proportion
is highest in the loam tract of the wuparher; a large amount is
raised in the lowlands to the south, but the quality is inferior.
In the Gonda tahsil the average was 3404 per cent., in Tarab-
ganj 258, and in Utraula 259 per cent., but in 1904 the figures
were in each case very much higher, These statistics refer to
wheat sown by itself. In all parganas of the district a certain
amount is mixed with barley or gram, this practice being still
very provalent throughout Tarabganj and in the northern par«
ganas of Balrampur and Tulsipur. The increase in the wheat
area since the first regular settlement has been very marked, as
it then amounted to but 173,000 acres: the expansion has not
been constant, for in bad seasons the acreage rapidly decreases,
this being notably the case in the famine of 1897, As the crop
is an expensive one and is grown almost wholly for export, the
proportion of the wheat area to the land cropped is a fair index
of the relative prosperity of the district in any given period,

There is a fair amount of land uuder barley, averaging
49,480 acres or 6:74 per cent. of the rabi harvest. The propor-
tion is far higher in the Tarabganj tahsil than elsewhere, as it
there amounts to 14'04 per cent., while in Gonda it approaches
the general average and in Utraula is only 37 per cent, These
figures are exclusive of the area under barley mixed with wheat
or gram, the latter being very extensive in all parts of the dis-
trict. There has been a marked decline in the barley area of
late years; between the first and second regular settlements the
falling off was great, but the decrease has since been even more
rapid, and in 1904 the area under pure barley was only 27,798
acres, a far lower figure than that recorded on any previous
occasion. This decline is generally a good sign, as the presence
of a large area under barley betokens poor goil and careless cul-
tivation, for the crop is usually unirrigated. It now survives
chiefly in Tarabganj, where barley is commonly sown as a second
crop after maize,

Gram, on the other hand, has rapidly advanced in popularity
and now occupies an area only exceeded by wheat, the average

‘for the whole district being 169,300 acres or 23-07 per cent, of
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the rabi barvest, Gram is commonly mixed with barley or
wheat, and the figures include the whole crop, whether sown
alone or in combination, The average is practically the same
in all tahsils, though it is slightly higher in Gonda them else~
where, In Utraula, where there is so large’an area of rice land,
the practice of sowing gram as a second crop is constantly
spreading, and in 1904 there were nearly 100,000 acres under
this staple. The total is far in excess of that recorded at the
first regular settlement, but the present figures have been sur-
parsed on several occasions ; the greatest amount ever known
was over 350,000 acres in 1893-94, i

Peas are a somewhat similar crop, grown largely for food, Pess,
and being also sown as & rule in succession to maize or some
other kharif staple. The average area is 121,000 acres or 165 per
cent. of the rabi harvest. In the Gonda tahsil they covered
2215 and in Tarabganj 20'55 per cent., while in Utraula the
proportion was only 11'9. They do best in the lighter soils, and
especially in the ¢arhar tract. The figures are subject, as in the
case of gram, to cousiderable variations, but the area is on the
whole increasing, and in 1904 the total was over 127,000 acres.

Oilsecds are a very valuable crop, especially in the north of Oilseeds.
the district. They average 95,234 acres or 12:98 per cent. of the
rabi barvest, the proportion ranging from 17°4 in Utraula to
537 per cent. in Tarabganj. The bulk of this crop consists of
linseed, of which an enormous amount is grown in Balrampur,
Tulsipur, Gonda, and Utraula. In the two first of these lahi
or rape is aleo important and of great value, this crop being
generally grown thrunghout the sub-Himalayan Zarai in these
provinces, There is also a certain amount of sarson or mustard,
At the first regular settlement the total area under oilseeds was
87,000 acres, and this was easily surpassed in the Utraula tahsil
alone in 1904, when the area waa little less than 97,000 acres, or
more than the total average for the district in the five preceding
years. More linseed comes from Gonda than from any other
part of Oudh, and the outturn is only surpassed by Gorakhpur of
all the districts of the United Provinces,

A very favourite and a most profitable crop is opinm, which Opium,
is produced to a far larger extent than in most districts. It
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covers on an average 24,116 acrea or 328 per cent. of the rabi
harvest. The greatest proportion is grown in Tarabganj, wheroe
it amounts to over 6 per cent. and receives far more care and
attention than is paid to any other crop. In the five ycurs preced-
ing the last settlement the cultivators in this tahsil obtained
from the sale of opium a sum that amounted on an average to
S81'77 per cent. of the total revenue demand. The area has
greatly increased of late years, for at the first regular sottloment
it was 12,411 acres, of which nearly half was in Tarabganj. From
1891 to 1900 the average was 21,227 acres, the highest recorded
figure being 27,551 acres in 1897, Opinm cultivation is chicfly
confined to the tarhar and the better soils of the upland plateau,
but it is not of a very high quality, as the outturn is generally
ioferior to that of the rest of Oudh, the average for the latter
being 4'45 sers per bigha, while in Gonda it is only 3'53. The
main reason for its popularity is doubtless the system of advances
whereby the cultivators obtain cash at a season when they most
require it ; the extent to which it is grown is also due in part to
the large number of Muraos resident in this district.

g‘gle:. The other rabi crops call for no special comment, for those

F already mentioned make up over 90 per cent. of the harvest,
The pulse known as masfr is somewhat extensively grown,
especially in the Balrampur pargana; its caltivation is very
similar to that of gram. There is also a fair and increasing
area under potatoes, chiefly in Gonda, Balrampur, and Utraula,
but the other garden cultivation is generally insignificant. A
little tobacco is grown in Balrampur and elsewhere, chillies in
Utraula and the Rapti basin, and pdn in Guwarich and a few
other places. : .

Imigation.  The district is, on the whole, admirably provided with means
of irrigation, although the proportion of irrigated to cultivated
land is somewhat low as compared with that of other parts of
Oudh. The reason of this lies in the peculiar configuration of
the country. In the lowlying farai tract to the north irrigation

_ is seldom practised or required, owing to the natural moisture of
the soil and the small depth below the surface at which water is
found. Again, in the farkar to the south there is comparatively
Little irrigation, except in the case of poppy and garden crops, for
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a8 o rule the soil is sufliciently moist to obviate the need of artificial
watcring.  Moreover, the prevalence of ruet in this tract makes
the cultivator chary of watering his crops in the cold weather.
Conecquently the ordinary conditions only prevail in the uparhar
or central table Jand, and here the available means are generally
abundant owing to the presence of numerous tanks and jhils and
the ease with which wells can be constructed in almost all parts.
At the first regular settlement the total area irrigated was
204,022 acres or only 19 per cent. of the cultivation. The
proportion naturally exhibited great variations in different par-
ganas: it was highest in Mankapur aud Bubhnipair, reaching 50
and 45 per cent. respectively, while in Gonda it was 34, and
in Sadullahnagar 32, per cent.; on the other hand, there was
absolutely none in Tulsipur and only six per cent, in Balrampur.
In the tarkar puarganas the average was 24 per cent., a rather
high figure, but in Guwarich, which contains no upland, it was
ouly 12 per cent. The area watered from wells and tanks
was approximately equal, though the latter slightly predo-
minated, and markedly so in Utraula and Balrampur, At the
revision of 1875 the irrigated area was found to have slightly
increased, but only in proportion to the cultivation. From 1886
to 1893 the average irrigated area was 250,737 acres or nearly 22
per cent. of the lund under the plough ; and from 1894 to 1903
the fizure was even lower, the total average being 234,418 acres,
aud the proportion to cultivation 21'2 per cent. There has been
a noticeable increase in this direction of late years, for from
1901 to 1904 the average was 284,630 acres, and in the last year
320,625 acres were watered, a higher figure than any recorded
previously. On this occasion the proportion was highest in the
upland parganas of the Utraula tahsil, amounting to 64 per cent.
in Babhuipair, and to more than half the cultivation in the three
neighbouring parganas, In Gonda it was 49 per cent., and in
Utraula 41, but in the two large parganas to the north the
amount watered was still almost as small as before, In Tarab-
ganj it ranged from 32 per cent. in Mahadewa to 19 in Guwarich.
As befure, too, the sources of supply remained in the same pro-
portion, tanks having an advantage of some 5,000 acres in all,
They are more lurgely used than wells in the darkar, and also in
6
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Utraula and Dalrampur ; but in the rest of the Utraula tahsil
wells irrigated an ares double that watercd from tanks, while in
the Gonda pargana they are used to an approsimately equal
extent, )

The wells chiefly in use in this district are thoso described
as half masonry, being constructed of unburnt bricks. They
predominate in all parts save the Tarabganj tahsil, where the
water is so near the surface that brick walls are unnecessary.
In the uplands the depth is seldom more than 20 feet, and is
generally much less. Masonry wells are comparatively rare, and
the majority are to be found in tbe Gonda and Mankapur par-
ganas. At the first regular settlement there were 11,100 wella
in the district, and since that time the number has rapidly
increased. According to the returns of 1904 there were 449
masonry, 25,215 half masonry, and 9,487 unprotected wells : and,
though the figures are not wholly reliable, they are sufficient to
show the great strides that have been made in this direction of
late years. The great majority have been built, if not entirely
by the landlords, at any rate with their assistance. The zamin-
dars are, as a body, jealous of permitting tenants to build wells,
and ingist on a bazddwa or ronunciation of rights before giving
permission. Where new hamlets are being established the land-
lord bears the whole cost of building the wells ; in old estublished
cultivation he gives the bricks or wood and the tenant constructs
it. ITalf masonry wells are easily and cheaply made, their average
price being from Rs. 40 to Rs. 50 ; they are fairly efficient, but
their irrigating capacity does not exceed six or seven acres, The
water is raised as a rule by dhenkli or lever, and is distributed by
means of a long wooden spoon ; in places where the water level
is too deep, bullocks are employed, but their use in this district
is rare.

The tanks are generally natural depressions in the shape
of large, shallow jhils with tolerably well defined edges. Small
artificial tanks are common everywhere, but are rarely used for
irrigation. The high mud banks which enclose them effectually
hinder the extraction of water, and the object for which they
have been constructed is usually to provide cattlo with drinking
water during the hot weather. In irrigating from tanks the
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ordinary system is to hollow out a basin at the edge and from
this the water is raised in large baskets slung on ropes by men
standing at each side of the outlet, till it reaches a sufficient
height above the surrounding country to allow of its flowing
slong slightly inclined channels to the fields. In the farker the
jhils are for the most part long, narrow depressions, along which
the surplus water drains slowly into the rivers. These are exten-
sively used for irrigation at the commencement of thé cold weather,
but have the disadvantage of being too shallow to restrain their
waters in years of abuormal raiunfall, and may keep the fields on
their banks eubmergéd till it is too late to sow the spring crops.

The rivers and streams are but sparingly used for the Other
purposes of irrigation, as generally the water is at too greut """
a depth below the cultivated fields. In 1904 some 8,300 acres
were watered from other sources than wells and tanks, but
of this only 303 acres were in the Gonda tahsil and 517 in Tarab-
ganj. More than half the total was in the Utraula pargana, and
the bulk of the remainder in Balrampur and Tulsipur, where
small streams are numerous and can be dammed without difficulty.

The Manwar is also employed to some extent in pargana Manka~
pur. The water in these cases i8 raised in & manner similar to
that adopted in dealing with tanks.

On the whole it may be fairly asserted that few districts Security
have better patural advantages in the matter of irrigation, and, ﬁst?ct.
except in a very few villages standing on the banks of rivers, in
which the subsoil is light and the water level deep, there are
practically no tracts which can be described as precarious on
account of a deficient water supply. The danger from drought
is nothing as compared with the damage to be feared from floods ;
the former can only affeet the uparhar, and there the risk is but
small owing to the ease with which remedial measures can
be taken, while the latter constantly threatens both the farai
and the farkar, and a series of years of prolonged excess of
rain may cause deterioration from which recovery will be but
slow.

Owing to these circamstances and the general physical confi- Famines,
guration of the district, Gonda has seldom suffered severely
from famine. From time to time, however, distress has been felt
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as the result of unfavourable seasons, and it would appoar that
in earlier years, at any rate, the calamity of famine was not
unknown. In more recent times the district has suffered rather
from an excesa of rain than the defect, ahd to this cause the
deterioration observed in the southern parganas at the last
settlement is chiefly to be ascribed. The earliest famino of
which any details are known is that of 1769, On this occasion
the Fyzabad division appears to have escaped, though tradition
relates that the famine was felt in Utraula at the time it was
raging in Bengal. Itis certain that the price of food grains rose
to & great height both in this district and the neighbouring
tracts, but this was due to the amount of grain exported rather
than to any deficiency in the outturn. In the great famine
of 1784, however, the district, and especially the eastern portion,.
was severely affeoted, and, if the accounts may be trusted,
the misery far exceeded anything that has been known since.
The tarhar was untonched, but in Gonda the price of grain rose
to the unprecedented figure of 15 sers to the rupee, while
'in Utraula the people were reduced to living on berries, the bark
of trees, and the seed of jungle grasses; the mortality from
starvation was very great; large numbers were driven from their
homes, and it is alleged that children were actually sold and
eaten, Even the poorest graing were unobtainable, and it is said
that only three pounds of barley could be purchased for a rupee.
The whole of pargana Utraula, which then included Burhapara
and Sadullahnagar, was thrown out of cultivation, and bands of
starving peasantry wandered about the land plundering any
stock of grain which might have remained. The forest gained
rapidly on the deserted village, and became the haunt of roving
Banjaras and Nagas; so great was the desolation that the tract
did not recover for yeare, and even in 1792 land was offered at
two pice per bigha in order to attract cultivators. In 1817 there
was again severe want in the district, owing to a poor harvest
and high prices. The same occurred in 1829 and 1837, but on
peither occasion does the distress seem to have been very acute,
No other famines occurred up to the annexation of Oudh,
though in 1848 and the following year prices were far above tha
average.
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Since the iutroduction of British rule there have been Famine
several periods of high prices and scarcity, but on few occasions of 1824,
has it been found necessary to adopt alleviative measures. In
1860 the harvests were good, but prices rose owing to exporta-
tion to Bengal, and a very heavy traffic in grain was carried on,
along the Ghagra. The rainfall of 1864 was deficient, causing
scarcity in the ensuing year, and that of 1868 was badly distri-
buted und was followed by an entire absence of the customary
winter rains, In 1873 the rainfall, was again very small, being
under 22 inchea for the whole district. This resulted in a famine
of some intensity in 1874, which affucted an area of 1,300 équare
miles and 8 population of 350,000. Prices rose very high, more .
than double the average rate; the stock of corn was perhaps
sufficicat, but there was no money wherewith to buy it in the
bands of the poorer classes. It was found necessary to open
relicf works in Utraula and the north, and some Rs. 500 were
expended daily in giving employment to about 6,000 persons.

Tue totul number of persons thus relieved from December till
the rabi harvest and after was 3,593,681, counted by daily units ;
while in addition 29,871 received gratuitous relief at the various
Government poorhouses, and the Maharaja of Balrampur gave
lurge sums by way of outdoor relief and also fed from 250 to,
300 persons duily,

. . The district had hardly recovered from this famine when it Famive
waa again visited in 1877, owing to the failure of the rains and ° ¥
the high priccs resulting from the scarcity prevailing in all parts
of Oudh. On this occasion, however, the distress was less severe,
and Gonda suffered but little in comparison with the districts to
the south. The famine was only partial and lasted for a short
period.  The tracts most affected were the eastern half of Sadul-
lahnagar and the western portion of Burhapara; there was also
some scarcity in Mankapur and Dabhnipair, but here it was of
even shorter duration. Relief was not required till the middle
of January 1878, and then works were opened on two kachcha
roads. They were closed at the end of February as the harvest
approached, and were afterwards opened for a fortnight at the
cod of Juno. All relief operations came to an end on the 10th
of July. The numbers attending the works were never large,
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and the total units relieved were 11,302 raen and 21,608 women
and children. These figures are sufficient to illustrate the
favourable position of the district on this occasion. The kharif
crop of 1877 was estimated at ten annas, or better than in any
other district of the United Provinces save Bahraich alone. The
revenue was paid with ease, no suspensions or remissions being
necessary, and, in fact, the cultivators in the lowlying areas made
large profits froin the high prices commanded by their produce,

The last famine was that of 1897, and its effects were some-~
what marked in this district owing not only to the drought
of 1896, but also to the damage done by the wet seasons in the
preceding years and especially that of 1894, The rainfall in
1896 was sufficient, though short, in June; butia the mext
month it was less than half the normal, In August there was
a heavy fall in the beginning of the month, but the rains prac-
tically ceased on the 20th. The kharif outturn was estimated
at under 40 per cent. of the normal: early rice yielded about 4
and maize and millets 9 annas; but the jarkan rice was an
almost entire failure. Maize did very well in Tarabganj and was
fair in the Gonda tahsil, but it was very poor in Utraula, which
also contains the most rice land : consequently a large ares,
amounting to 1,231 square miles, was affected by scarcity : the
rest included the Balrampur estate, which looked after its own
tenantry without any external assistance and paid its revenue in
full, and the maize-producing lands in the south and south-west.
In the latter the farmers realized high prices and again did well
in the rabi. The failure of the harvest elsewhere resulted in con-
siderable distress during the cold weather, especially among the
lower castes and labourers. Relief works were started on the
24th of December on the intermediate petty contract system ; the
first was on the road from Maskinwan to Chandradip ghat, and in
the following week other works were opened on the roads from
Itiathok to Khargupur and from Rehra to Gumri ghat. Ata

‘later date works were commenced or the Darzi-ka-kuan to

Bidianagar, the Colonelganj to Maharajganj, and the Nawabganj
to Utraula roads, Four of theso were closed in March 1897, and

‘the second and last on the 23rd of June. The total amount

thus expended was Rs. 26,557, and the number of persons
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relieved was 233,761. The attendance was largest during the
sccond week of January, but even then the daily number did
not reach 5,000. DBesides these, however, large numbers of
people were employed on village works, while others were
relieved in the poorhouses, The aggregate total was 1,236,540,
At an early date local committees were formed to raise subscrip-
tions for providing clothing and blankets for the poor and
for the distribution of doles, both in cash and kind. The
makqjans of Nawabgan] established a private kitchen, from
which they distributed cooked food ; while Government poor-
bouses were established at Gonda and Utraula. Altogether some
Rs. 34,000 were expended from the charitable relief fund.
The distress practically dlsappenred with the rabi harvest, which
was fair ; it covered a full area, and the crop amounted to nearly '
two-thirds of the normal. A slight recrudescence of distress
occurred after the harvest, but all trace of this vanished with the
rains. The revenue demand was collected in full in 1896, but in
the following year much difficulty was felt by the embarrassed
landlords, a numerous class in this district, and suspensions were
sunctioned to the extent of Rs, 1,14,058, and Rs. 2,274 were
remitted. The whole of the former was recovered in the sué¢ceed-
ing year, and since that time no calamity has oceurred to render
any such treatment necessury

The history of prices in this district differs but littie from Prices
that of Fyzabad, or, indeed, of any district of Oudh, The informa- -
tion as to prices in early years iy somewhat fuller, as details have
been preserved in several instances ; but as the figures are in local
measures, which are never stable, the conversion to modern stan-
durds can be only considered as approximately correct, Govern-
ment, records of the old districts of the North-Western Provinces
show that at the beginning of the ninetecenth century prices
were far Jower than at any period subsequent to the annexation
of Oudh; at the same time the oscillations were extremely
violent, to a degree which could not occur nowadays in the .
presence of an abundant metal currency and vastly improved
means of communication, Thus in 1783, the great famine year,
the average rate of all food grains was 21 sers to the rupee, or at
lcast three times as great as the prevailing rate, Again, in 1817
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and the following year prices rose enormously, out of all propoe-
tion to the scarcity, and the same occurred in 1830, 1836, and
1837. "The old records are, however, chiofly of interest ia.
showing the extreme chespness that generally provailed. Jz4
1815 wheat and rice sold at 100 sers, and barley and gum
at 143 sers; eleven kacheha maunds of kodon could be obtained
for a rupee, DBad seasons followed, but.the averages from
1815 to 1819 were—rice, 60 sers; wheat, 47 sers; barloy,
sers; and gram, 68 sers. That the average was greatly reduced
by famine is shown by the fact that from 1828 to 1¥30 the
price of rice and gram fell to 86 sers and wheut. to 50 sore.
Prices appear to have remained low till after the Mutmy Otlivh!
records are extant from 1861 onwards, and from theso it {:'!
evident that the upward tendency did not set in to any marked,
extent till 1866 or thereabouts. Prices had, however, rissn
considerably during the disorders of 1857 and the following year ;
and ever since that date they have shown great reluctance to
return to a lower level. The rates, which are the retail rates of
the market and probably 25 per cent. above those of the thresh-
ing-floor, show that ia the first five years from 1861 onwards
grain was undoubtedly cheap: rice averaged 26:62 sers; wheat,
3536 ; barley, 5481 ; gram 41'14; and arhar, 39:59 sers. The
ensuing decade witnessed a great change, owing partly to-several
indifferent seasons and partly to the development of the export
trade.. From 1866 to 1875 the averages were—rice, 18'15 sers;
wheat, 21:72; barley, 30'17; and grum, 26'16 sers to the rupee,
From 1876 to 1880 the averages were apset by the famine that
occurred during that period, but the second half of the decade
showed a distinct relapse, the averages for the ten years ending
in 1885 being—rice, 16-82 sers; wheat, 20°87'; barley, 3191 ; and
gram, 26'32 sers.  About 1886 a marked rise occurred throughout
the north of India, owing apparently to various external causes
rather than to any failure of the harvests, which had been
generally abundant. The improvement in the market had a
pronounced effect on the agriculture, and the cultivated arca
increased by leaps and bounds. But, while the landed interest
benefited, the result was not so agreeable to those in receipt of
cash wages. . ¥rom 1886 to 1900 prices Temained extraordinarily
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high, culwinating in the famine year of 1896-97, when all
previous records were surpassed. While the averages for the
whole period were—rice, 1368 sers; wheat, 1546 ; barley, 21'12;
gram, 2025 ; and maize, 2259 sers, the rates during the famine
were even higher. The average prices of rice and wheat in 1897
were 89 and 9'98 asers respectively, and gram was no cheaper
than wheat; these two are the averages for the whole year,
whereas when the distress was greatest the amounts obtainable
for a rupee were siill smaller. Since 1900 prices have relaxed
somewhat ; they were high in 1901, owing to large exportations,
but have since steadily fallen. In 1903-4 the rates were—rice,
11:83 sers; wheat, 16:78; barley, 25:24; and gram, 23-37 sers.
How far they are likely to continue in a downward direction
is purely a matter for spoculation; but there appears no imme-
diate probability of a return to the easy rates prevailing before
1886. '
The rise in prices has necessarily had an effect on the wages.
amount paid as wages, at any rate in the case of dkilled and
general labour. The dermand ooccasioned by the construction
of roads snd.railways, added to the effects of emigration, has
resulted in a considerable rise in wages, and it is now difficult to
obtain uoskilled men for three annas per diem, The wages
of agricultural labourers, on the other hand, have probably not
risen in like proportion, though the system of paying the plough-
man in grain an amount just suflicient for his support renders it
very difficult to make a definite statement on the subject. The
system of sdurak labour, 8o’ common in the adjoining district of
Buhraich, is still well known in Gonda. The sdwak is & member
of the lower castes, such as Koris, Chamars, or Lunias, who for
a fixed sum of money, almost invariably required for marriage
expenses, binds himself in serfdom to the zamindar until the
loan be repaid—a contingency which hardly ever occurs in actual
experience. The consideration varies with the necessities of the
borrower, but rarely exceeds one hundred or is less than twenty
rupees. A man in this position receives the ploughman’s custo-
mary share in the produce, supplemented by contributions from
his master, which are converted at the market rate and added to
the principal. The present tendency of the practice to disappear .
7
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is partly due to the increase of population and partly to the fact
that the debt is not recognised by law. A modified form exists
whereby the labourer hires himself out for a year, in considera-
tion of a small payment and the customary dole. Where this
system is not in force the labourer receives cither a cash wage
of about two and a half rupees a montb, though the constant
complaint of the landlords is that the rate is rising to two annas
per diem, with a blanket in winter and perhaps two local maunds
of grain at harvest or else a grain wage of four or five kachcha
sers of coarse grain daily.

The cultivators are commonly indebted, as also are the
smaller zamindars, but probably not to the same extent as in
some other parts of Oudh. The village bania is generally
regarded rather as the friend of the people than otherwise, and it
is certain that a large proportion of the population, whether on
account of unthriftiness or otherwise, could hardly manage to
exist without recourse to the lender of money or grain, In the
old days of" grain rents the cultivator used to set apart the best
of his share for seed ; but he is now compelled at once to sell his

_wheat in order to pay the rent and to rely on the bania for an

advance at next sowing time, This system has resulted in a
marked deterioration of seed, which does not apply to the inferior
grain stuffs, such as maize, barley, and early rice, the latter being
kept for food and not sold. The rate of interest in cash loans
varies according to the circumstances of the borrower, The most
common rates are between Ras. 2 and Rs. 3 per cent. per mensem,
avery high charge, though the loan is as a rule made for a short
period only and for a small amount, while the risk involved is
considerable, When security is offered the rate is materially
reduced, and a talugdar may be able to secure a loan on his
estate at no more than 6 per cent. In the case of grain advanced
either for food or seed the interest consists mainly of the
difference in the market rates at the time when the transaction
takes place and at harvest, when repayment is made. The
system known as #p is frequently adopted for a short period,
when the stock is ruoning low a few weeks before harvest. In
this case the cultivator borrows a sum of money on condition of
repayment when the crops are reaped ; the loan is redeemed in
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grain at the market price then prevailing, while five or ten sers
are added on each rupee by way of interest. These terms are
severe, as the lender obtains double interest, and that at a con-
siderably high rate. Other forms are those known as deorki or
savai, which are prevalent throughout Oudh. In such cases the
interest is one-half or one-quarter of the principal,

Agricultural banks on the co-operafive credit system were Village
tentatively started in this district in 1901, but the experiment puks.
has as yet been conducted on a very small scale. Three banks
were opened—two at Birpur and Ramnagar under the superinten-
dence of the court of wards and managed by the usual panchayat,
of which an official of the court is a member, and the third at
Mejhgawan in Mahadewa, under the control of Bhaiya Sripat
Bakhsh Singh, one of the taluqdars of that place.

The local standards of measurement generally resemble those Weights
found throughout Oudh, though there are some variations pecu- :::;_sm *
liar to this district, Measures of length are commonly based on
the Adth or cubit or on the gadam or stride. The latter is
equivalent to one and a half of the former, and two gadams make
the kasi or double pace, which may be taken as roughly five feet,
Twenty kasis make a bddh, and 100 dddhs meke a kos. The
latter is thus 10,000 feet or little short of two miles, but the
measure is admittedly approzimate. The local bighs is a square
bddh, which is thus 1,101 square.yards; but here, again, local
variations occur without number, the size of the bigha being
altered at will. As a rule it may be considered as one-third of
the stundard measure of 3,025 square yards. The latter was
employed at both the regular settlements, and is consequently
well known throvghout the district. Standards of weight are
subject to similar fluctuations, The Government ser of 80 folas
of 180 grains each is generally recognized, but, as elsewhere in
Oudh, the local standard is the panrseri of five kachcha sers. In
this district, as in Bahraich, the panseri is calculated as made up
of a number of gandas of six units, and the unit is the Farrukh-
abadi rupee of 172 graina. It is thus somewhat less than the
four-unit ganda found in other parts of Oudh and derived from
the Maddushahi plce, which is here unknown. The commonest
panseri is one of 25 gandas, but at Nawabganj it rises to 26, and
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at Colonelganj to 28 gandas. In the east of Tulsipur the pansers
is reckoned at 152 or 153 Farrukhabadi rupees, or between 25
and 26 gandas. There is & constant tendency towarde the super-
session of these local weights by the Government standards, and
several old systems have become obsolete since annexation, One
reason for this is the disappearance of the old coinage, although
the small Gorakhpuri pice are still to be seen: their value
depends on the price of grain, and neither they nor their com-
ponents, the dim and cowrie, can be regarded in any way as a
standard. In measuring grain for division between the zamindar
and cultivator no weights are employed, but the process is effected
by large baskets, called pathis ; they have no standard of eapacity,
but as a rule contain as much as two men can lift,

The manufactures of the district are of very slight impor-
tance, as the inhabitants are mainly engaged in agriculture, and
there are no industries but those which are to be found in all
parts of Oudh for the supply of the modest needs of 4 rural
population. Cotton-weaving is carried on to a considerable
extent by the Julabas and Koris, who still turn out large quan-
tities of rough gdrha or country cloth, though the business has
declined by reason of competition on the part of factory-made
fabrics. The cotton is imported but ginned and cleaned locally.
Cotton-printing is done at several places, such as Birpur, Katra,
Nawabganj, and Paras, and the work is of good quality, although
in this respect, as in the case of most other articles, the chief source
of supply is Fyzabad. Cloth is often dyed with catechu, which
was formerly produced in considerable quantities in the northern
forests of the district, though, owing to the lack of management,
the khair forests have become almost exbausted. The production
of catechu was generally effected by Chains or other low caste
Hindus, the working season being at the end of February.
Brass vessels are for the most part imported, but a certain num-
ber come from Khargupur in Gonda, Machhligaon in Mankapur,
and elsewhere. The pottery of the district is of the usual kind,
save that made at Utraula, where gharras and other common
vessels are painted by local artists or kemangars in flower pat-
terns, The designs are entirely unaffected by European influence
and are often of considerable artistic merit ; the ground is usually
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dark green and the flowers are pairted on this with great skill
and brilliance. The ware resembles that of Biswan in Sitapur,
and is chiefly made for presentation purposes, Glass bangles are
manufactured by Lunias in several places, and are either sold
Jocally or exported to Fyzabad. Thereisa considerable business
in basket-weaving and similar work done from the canes which
grow in the Kuwana river, and fair quantities of such produce
are exported by rail to Lucknow and elsewhere.

The trade of the district is, on the other hand, of some
importance, owing partly to the value of the agricultural and
foreat produce, and partly to the proximity of Nepal. The
principal article of export is the fine rice of the sub-Him'alayan
lowlands, for which the Tulsipur pargana has long been famous ;
some of the choicer varieties are yearly bought up in advance and
command a high price in the bazars of Upper India. Other
valuable products are wheat and hides, the former being exported
in large quantities to Cawnpore. after the spring harvest. To
these may be added timber, fuel, bankas and baib grase from the
forests, dried fish, oilseeds, and other grains. The chief articles
of import are such 89 are most in request in an agricultural
district in which there is an almost complete absence of manu-
factures, This trade is for the most part in the hands of petty
retailers, and consists of cloth and piece goods, metals, salt, spices,
and the like. _ |

The old lines of trade have been materially altered by the
advent and the subsequent extensions of the railway. Formerly
the main routes led through Nawabganj by river to Bengal,
through Colonelganj to Lucknow, over Materia ghat to Basti,
and by the northern passes to Nepal. The great bulk of the
traflic is now carried by rail to Cawnpore, whence it is despatched
either to the sea coast or distributed over the interior. Cart
traffic vid Bahramghat to Lucknow has dwindled greatly, and is
now only resorted to when the rolling stock of the railway proves
insufficient to carry off the large amount of grain awaiting
export. The same decline may be observed in the traffic with
Basti, The tendency of the grain trade has been rather towards
concentration in a few commercial centres, such as Tulsipur
and Colonelganj, in which the grain is bought up by wealthy
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merchants and stored until the prices prevailing in Cawnpore
or other foreign markets make it profitable to export in large
quantities; the result is seen in a marked decrense of the trade
with small markets in the Basti district unconpected with the
railway, Of this nature was the ouce considerable traffio which
passed along the road from Utraula and Bulrampur to Domaria-
ganj and Bansi, or during the rains by river down the Rapti or
DBurhi Rapti. The flow of trade is now reversed : strings of carts
may be seen carrying the famous Dansi rice to Tulsipur or
Nawabganj, while almost the only export from Gonda into Dasti
is wood from the Government and private forests in the north
of the district, Another change may be expected in this direc-
tion, as the completion of the line from Uska Bazar to Tulsipur
will doubtlesa aid the tendency towards the concentration of
trade on the railway. The course of evolution is consequently the
same as elsewhere. Rivers, the natural means of communication,
are first supplanted by roads, and especially metalled roads, and
then the railway with its more rapid, cheap, and secure means of
transit secures a constantly increasing proportion of the traffic,
The trade with the neighbouring state of Nepal is of a
somewhat different character, as hitherto the old routes and the
methods of carriage have remained uuchanged, although the
small branch line of railway to Jharwa will certainly have its
effects. The frontier extends for some thirty-six miles along the
foot of the lower hills, and again on the eastern side of Tulsipur
the Arrah divides British and Nepalese territories for twenty-two
miles as far as its junction with the Burhi Rapti, Trade finds its
way over the hill frontier through nine difficult passes, of which
only two are practicable to hill ponies. Their names are Bhusahar,
Jharwa, Baisimatha, Bachkahwa, Kamri, Nandmahra, Bhaishi,
Barbawa, and Khangra. The chief Nepalese bazar along this
line is Deokhar, and through these passes come numerous
small parties of hillmen bearing on their backs deep baskets
laden with the produce of Nepal. The Arrah is crossed by a ferry
at Parasrampur, about haliway between the forest and the
Burhi Rapti, while at the confluence of the two streams there is
a second ferry, approached by a road running from Domaria-
ganj in Basti, Traffic is registered at two posts, Tulsipur and
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Mohkampur, the latter being a village near Jharwa. In 1904-5
the total amount of imports was about 150,000 maunds, to which
fibrous articles and oilseeds each contributed over one-third,
while the rest was chiefly made up of food grains, mainly rice
and wheat, drugs and spices, iron, and ghi. The exports for the
same period were only 13,500 maunds, of which no less than
7,500 maunds consisted of salt, while the remainder consisted of
piece-goods, eugar, tobaceo, kerosine oil, vegetables, and fruit,
and other various articles of food, including & large amount of
dried fish, which is highly prized by the hillmen, who rate it
according to the atrength of its flavour,

The same influences which have affected the trade routes Markets,
have also left their mark on the various bazars of the district.
A list of all the markets will be found in the appendiz. The
majority of these are of purely local importance, being small
gatherings held once or twice a week in convenient centres for
the supply of the modest needs of the agricultural population.
In several cases these country marts have developed into re-
cognized places of trade and the bazar is open daily, but only a
few of them can be considered collecting and distributing
centres of commerce. In old days the chief markets were
Tulsipur, Utraula, and Nawabganj, on the route from the furaé
rice ficlds to Fyzabad, and Gonda, Katra, and Colonelganj for
the trade from the north to Babhramghat and Lucknow. Since
the extension of the railway system the relative importance of
these places has greatly changed. TUtraula and Katra, being off
the railway, have declined, and Nawabganj has ceased to be
the great emporium it was, as the river traffic has so greatly de-
creased, and the construction of the Elgin bridge has made
through direct communication with Lucknow and Cawnpore far
more easy than before. Those markets, on the other hand,
which lie on the main lines of railway have rapidly come to the
frout, and new bazars have sprung up st the stations of Itiathok,
Kauria, Maskinwan, and elsewhere, which have attracted the trade
that was in old days carried on at markets which -are now com-
paratively remote. The many local bazars still serve their
original purpose, and reference will be made to the more
important places in the various tabsil and pargana articles,
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_ The fairs periodically held in this district are not very
numerous, nor do they possess as a rule any great religious or
commercial interest. The most celobrated is that of Debi Patan
near Tulsipur, on which a separate article will be found. This
fair, which occurs in the beginning of Chait and attracts some
75,000 people, is largely attended by merchants from Nepal and
elsewhere, and is an occasion for considerable traffic in hill
produce, and especially in the well-known tanghan ponies, bred
in the lower valleys of Nepal. A list of all the fairs has been
given in the appendix, and from this it will be seen that actually
the largest is the bathing fair at Maheshpur near Nawabganj,
where crowds of pilgrims assemble to wash away their sins in
the sacred waters of the Ghagra at the full moon of Kartik and
the Ramnaumi, when similar gatherings occur on the opposite
bank at Ajodhya. These fairs, however, like all the rest,
are practically devoid of any commercial interest. Other
bathiog fairs are held at Paska and Mauhari on the Ghagra, at
Colonelganj on the Sarju, at Ramnagar in pargana Gonda on the
Terhi, and at Tirra Manorama in the same pargana on the
Manwar. This last is an old institution in honour of Dalak
Muni, a local saint, who is held in great veneration by the
country people. The fairs at Asokpur, Jankinagar, Machhli-
gaon, and Bijlipur near Balrampur are mentioned in the articles
on those places, and besides these there are none of any size save
that of Baleshwarnath at Bhat Babhni in pargana Mahadewa.

(Gonda is now, on the whole, well supplied with means of
communication, owing both to the rapid development of the rail-
way system during recent years and also to the great increase
in the number of roads. In former days the state of affairs was
very different, and most of the district was very inaccessible.
The Ghagra was the principal highway, and navigation of the
Rapti to some extent gave access to the towns of Utraula and
Balrampur. There were a few roads in the interior prior to
annexation, but most of them were in a miserable condition and
hardly any-were practicable during the rains, In 1856 the
existing roads were taken in hand and new routes surveyed, but
little was effected owing to the outbreak of the Mutiny. Upon
the restoration of order the attention of the district officers was
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called to the urgent necessity of improving the roads, and laying
out new ones, and as early as 1861 a fair number had been com-
pleted. The work has been carried on without intermission to
the present day, and now the district is covered with a network
of roads leading in all directions. Owing to the nature of the
country they are of very varying quality ; metalled roads, of which
the first was theg to Fyzabad, completed in 1863, are still few in
number, and the others are for the most part fair-weather tracks,
especislly in the lowlying portions of the district. While the
railways have vastly improved matters, the outlying portions are
often very difficult of approach. Generally speaking, the less
frequented rosds are passable, save when inundated, but the
main arteries of traffic, and notably the roads leading from Manka-
pur to Nawabganj and from Utraula to Tulsipur, are in a state
that would test, and, as the sight of numerous breakdowns proves,
only too successfully, the axle-tree of the strongest country cart.
North of the Rapti the village roads are rendered more difficult
by the many torrent beds which have to be crossed.

One of the most important events in the history of communi- gailways,
cations in this district was the constraction of the great railway
bridge near Bahramghat, which gave Gouda direct communi-
cation by rail with Lucknow. The completion of this magni-
ficent work on the 24th December 1898 brought into full play
the various lines of railway which had ‘already been laid down in
the district. All these lines form part of the large metre-
gauge system now koown as the Bengul and North-Western
Railway., In May 1832 sanction was given to an important
scheme which comprised the construction of a line from Gorakh-
pur to Mankapur and Bahraich and the branch from Mankapur
to Lakarmandi ghat opposite Ajodhya. On the 2ud April 1884
the portion from Mankapur to Gonda and Bahraich was opened,
as well as the 14 miles from Mankapur to Nawabganj, the
remaining 6'1 miles of the branch to Lakarmandi being com-
pleted on the 1st of December of the same year. The main
line from Mankapur to Gorakhpur was not opened to regular
traffic till the 15th of January 1883. The next.step was taken
in November 1889, when the construction of the line from
Gonda to Jarwal in the south of the Bahraich district was

8
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sanctioned, This was opened for passenger traffic on the 1st of
February 1802, and the railway ran no further in this direc-
tion till the completion of the Elgin bridge. In January 1895
another branch line which had for some time been contemplated
was sanctioned. This was that running from Gonda to Dulrampur
and thence to Tulsipur, the former portion of twenty-two milea
being completed on the 15th of December 1896, @nd the remain-
ing mnineteen miles on the 1st of June 1898, 1In order to complete
the system sanction was given on the 31st of March 1903 to the
construction of a line from Tulsipur to Uska Dazar in Dasti,
with a branch of 1256 miles from Gaisanri to Jharwa near the
Nepal border. This great development of the railway system
has vastly improved the means of communication in the district
and has given a great impetus to the export trade. On the
main line from Gorakhpur to the Elgin bridge there are stations
at Dabhnan, Maskinwan, Mankapur, Bidianagar, Gonda Town,
Gonda Kachehri, Maijupur, Colonelganj, and Sarju. On the
line from Gonda to Bahraich there is one station, at Kauria ; on
that from Gonda to Tulsipur four, at Itiathok, Balrampur,
Kawapur, and Tulsipur ; and on the branch from Mankapur to
Ajodhya four, at Tikri, Nawabganj, Katra, and Lakarmandi ghat.

During the days of Nawabi administration there were hardly
any roads worthy of the name. We learn from Sir William
Sleeman that some sort ‘of a road existed between Fyzabad,
Gonda, and Bahraich, and as it passed through Nawabganj,
Wazirganj, and Pharhenda, it appears to have followed the line
of the present route. Presumably, too, there was a road from
Gonda to Colonelganj and Bahramghat, and possibly to Balran-
pur. Among the first roads to be taken in hand by the British
administration were the imperial unmetalled highway from Fyz-
abad to Gonda; the road from the latter place to Dahramghat,
maintained by the road and ferry fund; and local aided roads
leading from Gonda to Balrampur and Tulsipur, to Utraula,
to Begamganj, and to Bahraich ; from Colonelganj to Nawabganj
and DBalrampur ; and from the two last places to Utraula,
Others have been added from time to time, and several of the
existing roads bave been metalled, either wholly or in part ; this
work is still being carried on, and has already resulted in a great



Agriculture and Commerce. ' 59

improvement. In 1904 there were altogether 600 miles of road
in the district, and of this 105 miles were metalled, while the
latter figure will be increased when the metalling of the roads
from Utraula to Nawabganj and Gouda is commpleted. A list of
all the existing roads will be found in the appendix, and their
position is shown in the map. There are now no. provincial
rouds in the district; but all are under local management, and
the cost of upkeep is borne by the district .board. They are
divided into five classes, known as first class metalled roads;
second class roads, unmetalled, bridged and drained throughout;
sccond class roads, unmetalled, partially bridged and drained;
fifth claes roads, cleared, partially bridged and drained; and
sixth class roads, cleared only, these last being little better than
mere cart tracks. The maintenance of the metalled roads and of
the bridges and culverts on those of the second class is under-
taken by the Public Works department, while the rest are keph
in ordor by local agency. The cost of upkeep in 1904 was
Rs. 19,000 for the metalled, and Rs. 4,730 for the unmetalled, '
roads, exclasive of the sum expended by the district board on
roads uader their sole control, which is included in civil works.*
Fncamping grounds are maintained at Gonda, Darzi-ka-kuan,
Wazirganj, and Nawabganj on the route from Gonda to Fyzabad,
and there are inspection bungalows at these places, as well as at,
Balrampur, Maharajganj, Utraula, Dhanepur, Sindhaura ghat,
and Colonelganj. Desides the roads shown in the list, there are
those within the Gonda municipality, aggregating 9'3 miles, and
a number in pargana Tulsipur maintained either by the Forest
department or by the Balrampur estate. :
Another list given in the appendix shows the ferries over Ferries,

the various rivers, A number of these, and especially those over
the Ghagra and Rapti, are maintained by the district board,
which derives a large annual income from this source, although
the sum obtained from the Ghagra ferries has greatly declined
since the construction of the Elgin bridge. The bridge of boats
at Lakarmandi ghat opposite Ajodhya, replaced by a ferry steamer
during the rains, is leased by the Fyzabad authorities to the
Dengal and North-Western Railway, and that at Miranghat,

* Appendix, table XV,
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leading to the Fyzabad cantonments, is under the control of the
Fyzabad district board ; there are also four private ferries over the
Ghagra, owned by zamindars. The ferries over the Rapti sre
scven in number, the most frequented being thoso at Sisai and
Materia. All the ferrics on the Terhi are private save those at
Kamanpur, Balpur, and Durjanpur, which lie on district board
roads ; and 8o are those over the Sarju, excepting that at Katra on
the road from Gonda to Bahramghat, All of these are, however,
only maintained during the monsoon. The various rivers are
bridged on the main roads, including all of the first and most of
the second class, but elsewhere the passage of the streams has to
be made by fording, a difficult and frequently impossible operation
during the rains,

The Ghagra aud Rapti are navigable throughout their
length in this district, and are still used to a certain extent for
the carriage of grain, timber, and other articles owing to the
cheapness of this method of transit. The amount of traffic is,
however, quite insignificant as compared with that of former
days; for the railways, by providing a far more certain and
expeditious means of carriage, have almost wholly supplanted
these old highways of commerce. After the Mutiny attempts
were made, but unsuccessfully, to establish a line of steamera on
the Ghagra between Bahramghat and the markets lower down ;
the scheme has been revived of late years, but the steamers,
which are of the stern-wheel type, do not ascend further than
Ajodhya. A certain number of country boats are still main-
tained for carrying rice from Nawabganj to Patna and else-
where ; but the trade is declining year by year, and the effect is
very obvious in the diminished prosperity of Nawabganj. This
route has, in addition to the merit of cheapness, the prestige of
long custom, and wmany traders of the more conservative type
are loath to abandon it for the newer method of transit. Its great
disadvantage is the uncertainty of date of arrival, and there is
also considerable risk of damage to the cargo, for the navigation
of the river is a matter of some difficulty owing to the number
and instability of the shoals. Traffic on the Rapti has declined
to an even more pronounced extent, and now consists of little
but timber floated down from the forests of Babraich and Nepal,
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Tue first enumeration of the pbpulation of the district took Ceusus of

place at the Oudh census of 1869. This was effected mainly 1569,
through the agency of the patwaris, while the taluqdars rendered
mauch assistance. The number of inhabitants as then ascertained
was 1,163,462, which gave an average density of 414 to the
square mile, This waa a very high figure, considering the large
proportion of forests and uninhabited jungle land in the district
and also the fact that it had not fully recovered from the effects
of mismanagement in the years of Nawabi rule. The district
then contained 2,818 towans and villages, but of thess no less
“than 2,626 possessed under 1,000 inhabitants apiece, and only
forty had more than 2,000, Of the latter, five, comprising the
towns of Gonda, Dalrampur, Colonelganj, Nawabganj, and
Utraula, had a population exceeding 5,000, while the remainder
consisted merely of large agricultural villages.

This first census was considered to be in many ways defec- Census of
tive, partly on account of the novelty of the experiment, which
caused suspicion and in many cases led to concealment, and
partly by reason of the fuulty instructions issued to enumerators.
The next census was that of 1331, and it was then ascertained
that the district contained 1,270,926 inhabitants, the increase
during the past twelve years being no less than 102,464 persons,
a higher figure than in any other part of Oudh, although pro-
gress had been proportionately more rapid in the adjoining dis-
trict of Dabraich. The density had risen to 442 persons to the
square mile, & fizure which, though naturally smaller than in any
of the southern districts of Oudh, was well up to the average of
the province and very much higher than in Kheri, Bahraich,
Hardoi, and Sitapur. The recorded number of towns and villages
was 2,790, and of these 2,575 contained less than 1,000 inhabit~
ants and forty-five over 2,000. Those possessing more than
3,000 persons apiece remained the same as before,
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The ensuing ten years was a period of exocptional prosper-
ity in the district, and consequently the incroase in the popula~
tion was more rapid than before. In 1891 the district contained
1,459,229 inhabitants, giving an average density of 506:6 per-
sons to the square mile. Every district of Oudh showed a
remarkable increase at this census, but nowhere was it greater
than in Gonda, the increment being actually larger than in any
other portion of the United Provinces,

The last enumeration was that of March the 1at, 1901, and
on that occasion the number of inhabitants was roturned at
1,403,195. This showed a decrease of 56,034 persons, and,
though this figure was slightly larger than the reality by reason
of the absence of considerable numbers at the great fair at Ajo-
dhys, there can be no doubt as to an actual decline, The chiof
reasons assigned for this are the recurring epidemics of fever,
which carried off larger numbers than at any time previously
recorded, and also the famine year of 1896-97, which appears to
have exercised a decidedly adverse influence on the population of
this district. The density fell to 499'4 persons to the square mile,
which placed Gonda ninth among the districts of Oudh, This
figure is the average for the whole district, and a better idea can
be obtained from an examination of the totals for the different
tahsils, In Utraula, which contains practically the whole forest
area, the average rate per square mile was only 422; in Tarab-
ganj it was 560; while in the Gonda tahsil, the most thickly
populated part of the district, it was no less than 620, a figure
which closely approximates to the results obtained in the highly
developed districts of southern Oudh.

Out of a total of 2,768 inhabited towns and villages, 2,523
contained less than 1,000 inhabitants apiece; 200 had between
one and two thousand; and forty-five, as at the previous cen-
sus, had over 2,000. Besides the two municipalities of Balram-
pur and Gonda, the towns of Colonelganj, Nawabganj, and
Utraula contained over 5,000 persous apiece, as also did the vast
scattered villages of Itai Rampur in pargana Utraula and Cook-
nagar in Burbapara. The district contains an unusual number

“of such villages, which are merely composed of a collection of

detached hamlets and are only treated as a single village for
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revenue purposes. The dispersion of the population into numer-
ous hamlets is one of the most striking peculiarities of this dis-
trict, and several of the larger villages possess as many as fifty
or sixty detached sites. There are none of the walled and forti-
ficd villages which are to be seen in the western districts of the
United Provinces, and consequently the importance of a village
does not in the least depend on the size of its population. This
phenomenon operates adversely on the agriculture of the district,
owing to the consequent absence of that high cultivation in the
immediate neighbourhood of large village sites which is so pro-
minent a feature in some parts of Oudh and especially in Bara
Banki. One of the reasons is that the land has for the most
part been brought under cultivation at a comparatively recent
dute. Two conturies ago the amount of cultivated land in Gonda
must have been small in comparison with the area covered by
forests or scrub jungle. When land on or beyond the boundaries
of the village is broken up by the plough, the erection of houses
for the cultivators on the spot saves much time and trouble and
ensures greater protection to the crops from the wild animals
infesting the neighbouring jungle.

The number of places in the distriet which can with any Urban po-
accuracy be described as towns is small, and besides those PAHO™
already mentioned includes only Katra, Khargupur, and possibly
I'araspur and Tulsipur. At the last census the urban population
was estimated at 42 per cent. of the whole, a low figure, which
corrcaponds closely to the general average for the purely agri-
cultural districts of Oudh. The rural population resided in
245,884 houses, giving an average of 544 persons to each house,
The dwellings of the people are almost invariably built with mud
and thatch, though the use of tiles for roofing has become more
general of late years. In the case of agriculturists it is custom-
ary for the zamindar to sapply the material, while the tenant
provides the labour; he retains possession of his house so long as
he remaius in the village. A small fee is commonly paid for the
use of the ground when a new house is built, but no further rent
is charged. The houses of the poorer classes consist of & small
courtyard with huts built against two or three sides, and those of
the well-to-do are composed of two or three courtyards, with a
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broad verandah running slong the inside of the wall, in which
the principal door is made. Brick houses are rare in the towns
and almost unknown elsewhere.

The decrease in the population during the ten years proced-
ing the last census may to some extent be attributed to migra-
tion, The statistics of birthplace show that 92:71 per cent.
of the persons enumerated were born in Gonda, & proportion
which is well above the average for Oudh and, indved, was only
exceeded in Partabgarh and Dara Danki. Of the rcmnmdm,
624 por cent, were natives of adjacent territory, and only 1:05
per cent. came from elsewheres The total percentage of immi.
grants of the whole population was therefore only 7-29, or less
than the amount recorded in 1891; most of them, too, were
females, On the other hand, this addition to the population was
more than counteracted by emigration. Of all the persons
enumerated in India who gave Gonda as their birthplace 93-57
per cent, were found in their native district and 643 per cent,
in other parts of India; but this of course does not include the
numerous emigrants to Nepal, nor the 14,000 registered foreign
emigrants who left the district for the West Indies, Fiji, Natal,
and elsewhere,

Of the whole population, 714,204 were males and 688,991
females, This gave an average of 96'5 females to every hundred
males, the proportion being very similar in the adjoining dis-
tricts of Bara Banki, Fyzabad, and Basti. In the east thereis a
general tendency towards an excess of females, while to the west
the reverse is the case, the disproportion being more marked in
Bahraich. As io most other districts, the recorded number of
females has steadily increased: at the first Dudh census there
were but 932 to every hundred males, while at the following
enumeration the number rose to 953 and 955 successively. The
d1sproportlon is not confined to any particalar creed or caste, as
it is equally marked among the Ilindus and Musalmans of the
district. It cannot comsequently be ascribed in any degree to
infanticide, although the practice was undoubtedly prevalent
before annexation,

The classification of the population according to religions
showed 1,189,005 Iindus, 213,451 Musulmans, 321 Christians,
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315 Sikhs, 94 Aryas, eight Jains, and one Parsi. The Hindus
numbered 8474 per cent. of the whole, and Musalmans 1521
per cent. The latter is a high figure and greatly in excess of
the general average for Oudh, although it is surpassed in Luck-
now, Buahraich, and Bara Banki. As in most of the districts, it
is noticeable that the Musalmane have of late years increased
much more rapidly than their Hindu brethren. In 1881 the
proportion was only 13-26 per cent. and ten years later 1408
per cent. "This cannot be ascribed in any way to conversion, but
ruther to the greater longevity and fertility of the followers of
Islam a8 compared with the Hindus, the apparent reason being
their adoption of a more liberal dief, resulting in a stronger
constitution. The phenomenon is common to almost every dis-
trict of Oudh, though nowhere has the increase been more rapid
than in Gonda. .

At the lust census the Christian population included 95 Christian-
Europeans, 51 Eurasians, and 175 natives, Of the last 45 belonged i
to the Anglican communion, 38 were Presbyterians, 61 Metho-
dists, while in the case of the remaining 31 no denomination was
returned. The progress of Christianity in this district has not
boen very rapid, - The total number of Native Christians was 104
in 1381, and 139 ten years later. The chief missionary agency is
that of the American Methodists, who began work at Gonda
in 1863, when a school for boys was started in the bazar and
a small school for girls opened at the missionary’s house. Since
that date the Golaganj mission has been considerably developed.
The boys’ school has largely increased in size, and a branch has
been opened at Bargaon near the railway station ; there is also
an sided school at Nawabgarnj. The girls’ achool is now located
in a good brick building of its own, and attached to it is a
boarding house. There is a lady missioner at Gonda, as well
03 a pative pastor, while other workers reside at Wazirganj,
Mankapur, and Kauria, and ministers are stationed at Balrampur,
Tulsipur, aod Colouelganj. At Allenpur in the Mankapur par-
gooa there is a small Christian community, with a church built
recently to replace an older structure. The church at Gonda
was originally much larger, and was designed for the use of the
troops in cantonmonts; it was built in 1860 at & cost of Rs. 9,000,
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of which Rs, 1,000 were raised by private subscription. It is
dedicated to St. Thomas and was consecrated by Bishop Cotton on
the 13th of December 1860. In 1863, after the removal of the
garrison, the church was cut down to its present small dimeusions.
It is now visited periodically by the chaplain of Fyzabad, Of
the total number of Christians of all races, 86 resided in 1901 in
the Gonda tahsil, 128 in Tarabgarj, and 107 in Utraula,

The Arya Sawaj has failed to make much headway in this
district. In 1891 there were no Aryas in Gonda, and the 94
followers of this creed recorded at the last census are mainly
recent converts. Some delegates came to the district from Morad-
sbad and & little enthusiasm was raised, meetings being held
two or three times a week., lately the movement has become
almost extinct and no regular meetings take place. The Aryas
were mainly Kayasths, Banias, and Drahmans, numbering 44, 31,
and 13 persons, respectively, The rest included four Thatheras,
two Rajputs, one Kurmi, and one Gadariya woman. The majority
of them belonged to the Gouda tahsil, only five being found in_
Utranla and 24 in Tarabganj.

The 315 Sikhs are made up of policemen and retainers and a
few settlers in the district. There were 136 in Tarabganj, 92 in
Gonda, and 87 in Utraula. Two families live in pargana Pahara-
pur, while others are in the service of the Kapurthala estate or of
the grantees of Chahlari. The eight Jains and the single Parsi
were traders at Nawabganj.

The Hindu population is made up of members of a great
variety of castes, and at the last census no less than 74 such castes,
excluding sub-divisions, were ennmerated, while in the case of
1,59] persons no caste was specified. Only a small number of
these, however, are of any great importance. Four castes had
over 100,000 members apiece, together amounting to nearly
half the Hindu population, while ten others possessed more thaa
20,000 members each, and twelve more over 10,000, The great
majority of these castes are common to almost every district of
Oudh and few occur in unusual proportions, There are one or
two which deserve special mention, either because they occur only
in Gonda or because their number is comparatively larger here
than in any other part of the province.
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Brahmans form by far the strongest caste in the district. Brah-
They numbered 213,888 persons or 17'98 per cent. of the Hinda ™***
inhabitants. There are more Brahmans in Gonda than in any
other parts of Oudh, and, indeed, of the whole of the United
Provinces, with the single exception of Gorakhpur. They pre-
dominate in every tahsil, except Utraula, where their number
is slightly exceeded by the Ahirs. The vast majority of them
belong to the Sarwaria sub-division, but there are considerable
numbers of Kanaujias, Sakaldipis, and Sanadhs. The Brahmans
of Gonda have long been famous for their turbulence and
military prowess, and they were not the least important element
in the forces of the great Bisen rajas. At the present time
they betake themselves almost wholly to agriculture, and as
tevants they hold a larger area than any other caste. In epite of
their nunbers they generally retain their traditional privilege, as
their rent is usually much lower than that of their low caste
neighbours.  As a class they are notoriously poor cultivators,
but have as a rule large holdings, which they cultivate carelessly,
leaving moast of the work to low caste hired labourers. In most
cuses the Brabman is far less skilled in the science of husbandry
than the Ahir or Kurmi, and pays but little regard to the
adaptability of certain soils to certain staples, the capability of the
soil under varying conditions, and the rotation of crops. The
great majority of the birtias in this district are Brahmaus, while
many of them, and especially in pargana Gonda, hold leases of
villages from the taluqdars at favourable rates. They almost
monopolize the local grain trade and money-lending business, a
profession which led to the rise of the celebrated Pande family.
These Sarwaria Brahmans are more strict in their religious life
than the Kanacjias of southern Oudh, refraining from flesh, spirits,
and tobacco, aa well as refusing to handle a plough or touch
manure, As a caste Brahmans hold a larger proportion of the
district in proprietary right than any others save the Rajputs.

Next in point of numbera come Ahirs, with 140,168 persons anira,
or 11-78 per cent. of the Iiodu population. More than half of
them belong to the Utraula tahsil, but they exceed 36,000 in
Tarabganj and 25,000 in Gonda. In the north of the district
they predominate over every other caste, owing, no doubt, to the
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large arens of pasture land, as in addition to field work they tend
the great herds of farai cattle. The Ahirs, almost all of whom
belong to the Gwalbaus sub-division, are good cultivators and,
though not perhaps in the first rank, are careful and laborious
husbandmen. Although more numerous in Gonda than in any
other part of Oudh, they own no land in this district.

The third place is taken by the Koris, of whom there were
126,386 persons in 1901, or 10:62 per cent. of the Ilindus, a far
higher figure than in any other district of the United Provinces.
By profession they are weavers, and large numbers of them are
still so engnged, although more commonly they are found as
agricultural labourers, many of them being sdwaks or practically
the slaves of their employers. They are evenly distributed
throughout the district, but are more numerous in the Gonda
pargana than elsewhere. As cultivators they are hardworking
and pay high rents.

The Kurmis, who numbered 104,590 souls or 879 per cent.
of the Hindu inhabitants, are mainly found in Utraula tahsil,
though there are large numbers of them in Gonda. Those in
the north belong mainly to the Gujrati sub-division, while those
in the southern parganas are mainly Khurasias, called alter the
parent village of the Kalhans rajas. They are among the best
cultivators of the district, and, though their holdings are large,
their husbandry is very careful and of a high order. They own
four villages in pargana Gonda and two in the Utraula tahsil,
while they also hold several as lessees, Their numbers are only
exceeded in Bara Banki and Partabgarh of all the districts of
Oudh.

The census returns showed a total of 55,429 Rajputs, aggre-
gating 466 per cent. of the Hindu population, The majority of
them reside in the Tarabganj tahsil, in which they have alwaye
been predominant. These Rajputs belong to many difforent
clans. The most numerous are the Bisens with 17,747, and the
Kalhans with 12,617, representatives, figures which are exceeded
in no other district of the United Provinces. This is only
natural, as they held in succession the proprietary right of the
greater portion of the district. Of the Janwars, who own such
extensive estates, there were only 210, Other strong clans are
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the Chauhans, with 7,798 souls, mainly in the Tarabganj tahsil,
but including those of Tulsipur who came from the hills, and for
long were not considered of true Chhattri descent ; Bais, 3,847,
chiefly in Tarabganj and Gonda; Sombansis, 2,793, again almost
all in Tarabganj ; and Surajbansis, 1,614, in the samo tahsil and
Utraula, Besides these, there are large numbers of Bandhal-
gotis, who have long been settled in Nawabganj and Mankapur,
Fanwars, Gautams, Raitkwars, Bhale Sultans, Raghubansis, and
Solankhis ; the last are not found in any strength elsewhere in
Oudh, and bere belong to the Utraula tahsil. The history of the
chicf clans will be given in the account of the several Rajput
taluqas. The Rajputs hold a large proportion of the land as
tenants, but they are no better cultivators than the Brahmans ;
their holdings are very large, averaging 658 acres as against a
district average of 3:42 at the last settlement, and their rents are
lower than those paid by any other caste.
Few of the other Hindu castes call for any special comment Other.

or ure in any way peculiar to the district. The best represented 5;;:2:
are Kahars, numbering 492,091 persons, and belonging mainly to
the Gonda tahsil; a large proportion of them are Gharuks and
have a widespread reputation as domestic servants. Next come
Muraos, with 47,228, a high figure ; they are found in all parts
and are the best cultivators in the district, paying the highest
rents, and confining their attention to opium and the more valu-
able crops. Chamars numbered 41,397 and Pasis 37,068, the
former chiefly in Gonda and the latter in Utraula. There were
32,228 Danias, the majority of whom are of the Kasaundhan sub-
divisiun, these only occurring in greater numbers in Gorakhpur;
the rest were for the most part Kandus, Agraharis, Agarwals,
Daranwals, and Umars, the last being almost confined to the
Tarabzanj tahsil. Telis numbered 24,908 ; Lunias, 23,531;
Darhais, 22,219 ; and Dhobis, 21,548, the proportion in each case
being unusually high. In addition to these the castes with over
10,000 members apiece were Kumbhars, Kayasths, Nais, Faqirs,
Kalwars, Barais, Bharbhunjas, Gadariyas, Lohars, Bhars, Kewats,
and Khatiks. All of these are very numerous as compared with
the other districts, The Bhars, who represent the old aboriginal
tribes, are maioly found in the Ttraula tahsil ; they are a timid
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race, preferring the jungle to the open plain. The Kewats, who
sre only more numerous in Fyzabad, occur chiefly in Tarabganj
snd Utravla; they frequent the banks of streams, and gain a
precarious livelihood as fishers and ferrymen and by the manufac-
ture of rush mats. The Khatiks take the place of the Pasis in
other districts, being much addicted to thieving, and are com-
monly employed as village chaukidars,

Among the Faqirs are included the Goshains, who are
people of some importance. They are followers of Shankar-
acharya and are divided into ten clusses, of which the most
common are those known as the Gir, Puri, Bharthi, and Ban.
These are again sub-divided into those who have adopted a
worldly life and marry, and those who observe the vows of their
order. The latter are strict celibates and live in small maths
or monasteries ; and in order to secure the observance of their
rules they always travel in pairs, The Goshains are held in
high estimation, and all castes will drink water from their
vessels, although their ranks are recruited from all save the
very lowest orders of society, They donot burn their dead, but
bury them in a sitting posture, after covering them with salt,
The Goshaing are great traders, and many of them have acquired
much wealth; in former days they monopolized the trade in
jewels, gold, spices, and drugs from the hills. Their enforced -
celibacy admits of the accumulation of riches and prevents the
dispersion of their possessions amongst increasing numbers of
co-sharers, Among the chief Goshains are the Bharthi mahant of
Ttara, and the Ban mahant of Srinagar, in pargana Gonda.

One or two of the less common castes are to some extent
peculiar to Gonda, Dharbis, Lodhs, Baris, and Sonars had
over 6,000 representatives apiece in 1901. The first are far
more numerous in Gonda than in any other district of the
TUnited Provinces, and are mainly confined to the Utraula tahsil,
They are closely allied to the Doms, and stand very low in the
gocial scale, being singers and beggars by profession. There
are many other representatives of the gipsy races, such as Doms,
Nats, Kanjars, Qalandars, and Siyar-khawas, who frequent the
jungle tracts, but are not nearly so numerous as in old days
before annexation. The Chais or Chains numbered 4,276 souls, a
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figure only exceeded in Bahraich ; they are allied to the Mallahs,
and resemble the Kewats; so, too, do the Sorahiyas, of whom
there were 278; they are only found elsewhere in the Gorakhpur
division, The number of Goriyas was 3,006, and this was only
surpassed in Fyzabad of all the Oudh districts ; they occur in all
parts, but chiefly in Tarabganj and, like the foregoing, are a
sub-division of Mallahs,

Two tribes remain to be separately mentioned, the Barwars Tharus,
and the Tharus. The latter numbered 1,460 souls and are
confined almost entirely to the Tulsipur pargana. They are
identical with the Tharus found in Nepal and the whole of the
sub-Ilimalayan tarai, and appear to be almost the only race that
can stand the deadly climate of that tract. They claim to be of
Rajput descent, but their features bewray a Mongolian origin.
They are a jungle tribe, living in houses built of grass or wattle
aud eschewing mud walls ; in character they are honest, brave,
great hunters, and good cultivators, their favourite crop being
rice. As everywhere, the Tharus are highly superstitious and
much under the influence of their priests; their disputes are
scttled by the tribal council, and at these gatherings, and on
every possible occasion, they consume large quantities of liquor
distilled from rice. The numbers of the Tharus have greatly
declied of late years : at the first regular settlement there were
said to be only 3,000 left, and since that time the total has
constantly decreased on account of emigration to Nepal. In
former days they held the whole tarai, till displaced by the
Janwars of Balrampur and the hill Chaunhans of Tulsipar.

The Barwars enumerated in 1901 amounted to 2,218 persons parwars,
out of 2,929 recorded for the whole of Oudh. They are a
criminal tribe said to be of Kurmi origin and to have come from
Basti some 200 years ago. Their distinguishing profession is
theft, and for this purpose they scatter over the country, espe-
cially frequenting the great religious assemblages at Ajodhya,
Allshabad, Denares, and Bahraich, while sometimes they are
found as far aficld as Jagannath or Bombay. Their depredations
are alwsys planned with great ekill and are seldom detected ;
they frequently assume the diaguise of a Brahman or Faqir.
They have a peculiar thieves' jargon of their own, in this way
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following the example of all habitual criminale. Their spoils
are divided systematically, special shares being set apart for
the gods, the sahwa or leader of the gang, and the aged or infirm
members of the sub-division. The Barwars have long been

- brought under the operation of the Criminal Tribes Aect, but,

though strict repression and a rigorous system of registration have
undoubtedly been instrumental in decreasing the volume of crime,
they have failed to eradicate the criminal instinct. They are ull
concentrated within a few villages of the Gonda and Mankapur
parganas, and a special police station is maintained at Mankapur
for their supervision. A considerable proportion of Barwars is
constantly to be found among the residents of the Gonda jail,
from which it is a point of honour not to attempt to escape.

The great bulk of the Mubammadan population, amounting
to over 61 per cent., belongs to the Utraula tahsil, and most of
the remainder to Gonda, while in Tarabganj there were but
29,286 of this creed. Almost all the Musalmans in this district
are Sunnis, and at the last census only 3,380 Shias were enu-
merated, a very low proportion. Large numbers of the Musal-
mans are descended from Hindu converts, as is usually to be
found in Oudh, and, save in the case of the Utraula Pathans and
a few others, the majority are either cultivators or weavers, or
are employed in service. The census report shows that the
district contains Musalmans of no fewer than 72 different castes
or divisions, while in the case of 2,488 persons no caste was
specified. Many of these are, indeed, of very little importance,
for 28 had less than one hundred, and 19 others less than a
thousand representatives apiece. Only a few call for any special
mention, and one or two may be mnoted as being unusually

.numerous in comparison with the other districts of Oudh, Of

the latter, however, many are to be found in equal or greater
numbers in the neighbouring districts of the Gorakhpur division.

The first place is taken by the converted Rajputs, of whom
there were 40,848, or 1913 per cent. of the whole Musalman
population, an unusually high figure and only surpassed in
Meerut of all the districts of the United Provinces. Over three-
fourths of them reside in the Utraula tahsil, where their pre-
sence bears testimony to the former power of the P'athan rajas,
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They are drawn from many clans, the chief being the Chauhan
and DBuis, while there are considerable numbers of Disens, Pan-
wars, Dhale Sultans, Gautams, and Kalhans, Few of them own
any lund, and the majority are tenants, occasionally possessing
under-proprietary rights.

The Sheikhs are not very numerous in (Gtonda as compared Sheikbs,
with other districts, amounting to 22,512 souls, or 10-54 pet
cent, of the Musalmang. They are fairly evenly distributed and *
are nowhere of much importance, They belong mainly to the
Siddigi and Qurreshi sub-divisions, while there were 528 Usmanis,
almost all in Utrauls, a higher figure than elsewhere in Oudh.
Pathans, on the other hand, numbered 22,333, or 10-46 per Pathans,
cent.,, and this was ouly exceeded in Bahraich and Lucknow.

The Kakars of the Utraula house head the list with 4,356 repre-
scntatives, a total only surpassed in Dasti, and next come
Yusufzais aud Lodis, with & emall sprinkling of others. Of the

other higher castes, there were 4,241 Saiyids and 1,496 Mughals. saigids,
The former ary chiefly found in the Utraula tahsil and belong to

no particular sub-division, the Jafaris being the most numerous,

The samo may be said of the Mughals, among whem no one ¢clan
predominates; the Chaghtais, of whom there were 219, are

solely found in the Utraula tahsil.

" The Julahas or weavers and the Delnas or cotton carders yushas
numbered 18,610 and 13,112 sonls respectively, together com- %‘:‘;uu
prising 14'85 per cent. of the Mubhammadan population. The
bulk of them belong to Utraula, but they are comparatively
numecrous in Gonda, though very scarce in Tarabganj. They
still follow their ancestral ocoupation to a large extent, but many
of them have betaken themselves to agriculture, aud prove capable
cultivators, being very careful and laborious.

The other principal castes include Faqirs, 14,409, a higher giher
figure than clsewhere in Oudh; Nais or Hajjams, 12,182, only cstes
cxceeded in Sitapur; Darzis, 8,838, and Telis, 7,153. After
them come Gaddis, Barhais, Kunjras, Churihars, Dhobis, and
Nats, oll in numbers over 3,000 : the Churibars, or glass bangle
makers, are exceptionally numerous, and only occur in greater
strength in Gorakhpur ; the majority of them belong to the Gonda
tahsil. The Nats, too, are more common in Gonda than in any

10
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other Oudh district. The same remark applies to Dafalis, Malis,
Tambolis, Mallahs, Mirasis or Doms, and Thatheras. Pankhiyas,
of whorf there were 937, are more numerous in Gonda than in
any other part of the United Provinces : they are cultivators and
poulterers by profession, and are almost invariably found in
lowlying tracts. Daghbans, numbering 537, all in the Utraula
tehsil, are only found elsewhere in Dahraich and Dareilly; as
*their name implies, they are gardeners and practically the same
28 Kabarias and Muraos. The returns also showed 35 Kamkars,
& caste which is peculiar to this district and Bahraich, although

they ave generally considered to be identical with Kabars.
Occupa As is only to be expected in the abscnce of any large
Homs towns or important industries, the population of the district is
mainly agricultural, and the bulk of the inhabitants derive their
means of subsisteuce either directly or indirectly from the
tillage of the land. According to the returns of the last census,
‘the agricultural population numbered 902,369 persons or 6473
per cent. of the inhabitants. This includes landholders, tenants,
and labourers, as well as those employed under the Forest
department, but excludes 27,206 persons recorded aa partially
‘agriculturist, who depend on cultivation in addition to some
other means of support. The proportion of the agricultural
population to the whole is low as compared with’ 'the other rural
. districts of Oudh and very much lower than in ‘Bahraich. The
reason for this appears to some extent from the other statistics
of occupation. Stock breeding and dealing afforded support to
26,445 persons or 19 per cent., and this is a higher figure than
in any other Oudh district, and is only exceeded in Mirzapur,
. Bijnor, and the great breeding districts of the Meerut division.
The industrial population numbered 176,413 souls or 12'6 per
cent., which is again above the provincial average : the class is a
very large one, and consists mainly of persons engaged in tho
. supply of food and drink, 72,809; textile fabrics and dress,
" 35,387 ; workers in wood, cage, leaves, and the like, 17,036 ; in
* glass, earthen, and stone ware, 12,501; in metals and precious
gtones, 12,163; and in-leather, 7,289. Next in order comes
general labour, other than agricultural, with 135,111 persons or
96 per cent. Then personal and domestic service with & por
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cent., including indoor servants, barbers, washermen, and so forth,
The commercial population numbered '7 per cent., and 2 per
cent. came under tho head of transport and storage ; the former,
which ia a faicly high proportion, is chiefly made up of bankers
and money-lenders, the rest being dealers in corn, timber, and
other articles; the latter includes carters, boatmen, railway
scrvants, and weighmeun. The professional population, nume
bering *6 per cent., covers a very wide field, from physicians and
luwyers to religious mendicants, hunters, and dancers. There
remain 12 per cent. employed in administration, including
Government officiuls, police, patwaris, and village servants, and
21 per cent. independent of any occupation; in the latter class
persons of private means and pensioners are lumped together
with prisoners and mendicants, The last are unusually numer-
ous in this district, especially in the TUtraula tahsil, amounting
in all to 26,288, a fizure which is only excceded in Meerut of all
the districts of the United Provinces. The totals in each case
include dependents as well as actual workers.

The common speech of the people is a form of eastern pang.
llmdn kmmn as the Awadhi dialect and spoken by the mass of ¥%&%
the populat\un of Oudh, This was found at the time of the last
census to bo the tongue of no less than 996 per cent. of the
inhabitants :of - Gonda. Of the rest, 4,499 persons spoke the
Urdu or Hindustani form of western Hindi, which is chiefly
confined to the educated Musalmans of Utraula. In the extreme
porth a few persons speak Gorkhali, the language of Nepal, but
their numbers are very small, while the other diulects recorded
were Dengali, Panjabi, and Gujarati, spoken by immigrants from
distant parts, The Tharus in this district speak a broken form of
the Bhojpuri dialect of Gorakhpur, while in the east the common
tongue differs but little from the sarwar-ki-boli of the same division.

The only indigenous literature is poetry, which takes the ri0ra-
form of ballads in praise of deities and local beroes. ~ Of the latter, tr
the most popular are the kharkhas or lays of Raja Datt Singh of
Gonda, and of Karimdad Khan, relating their victories over
Alawal Khan of Bahraich and the Gargbansis of Fyzabad. The
poets are Dhats by caste, and they wander from house to house
in scarch of patronage. One or two Gonda worthivs have
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attained some measure of literary fame., Deni Madho Das of
Paska was a disciple and companion of Tulsi Das, whose life he
wrote ia the form of a poem entitled the Gushain Charitra. Shib
Arsela of Deotaha was a pupil of Shambhu Nath Misr of Asothar
in Fatehpur, and wrote several works on composition ; he was
tutor to Thakur Jagat Singh, Bisen, of Deotaha, who wrote two
treatises on rhetoric and poetry about 1770. Another was
Madan Gopal Sukul, born in 1809, who attended the court of
Arjun Singh of Balrampur. The late Maharaja Sir Drigbijui of
Balrampur was a noted patron of poets and literature, and col-
lected a fine library of Sanskrit and Persian works, e started a
printing press at Balrampur, which is still maintained by the
estate. This was for many years the only press in the district;
in 1897 the Chashma-i-Ilayat Press was started at Gonda by
Muhammad Hayat Khan of Fyzabad; the European Press
followed in 1898, and the Ram Bihar Press a year later. There
Are no newspapers published in the district.
Proprie- Gonda is essentially a country of great estates, and the
oy e, Dulk of the land is owned by a small body of talugdars. The
land tenures closely resemble those of the rest of Oudh, and the
only peculiar feature is the number and variety of the sub-
ordinate proprietary rights. At the present time the district
contains 2,835 villages, divided for revenue purposes into 4,064
wahals. Of the latter 2,159 are owned by talugdars, including
431 held in sub-settlement, chiefly in the Mankapur pargana and
the Tarabganj tahsil ; 276 in single, and 677 in joint, zamindari
tenure ; 254 in perfect, and 335 in imperfect, pattidari; and 28 in
Bhaiyachara tenure. In addition to these there are 263 mahals
* in the possession of sub-settlement holders otber than those in
taluqdari estates ; they lie for the most part in the Babhnipair
pargana, the rest being mainly in the other parganas of the
Utraula tahsil, Further, there are 49 villages held in fee-simple,
the owners in many cases being taluqdars; these consist of the
old jungle grants, which were sold outright by Government, as
narrated in chapter I ; nineteen mahals are Government property,
chiefly in the Mahadewa ‘and ‘Nawabganj parganas, and the
remaining four are nnzul, these belng of very small size and
representing the sites of old forts and the like, occupied in
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former days by Government officials, and after annexation declared
crown property. Excluding the permanently settled area, which
comprises practically the whole of the large parganas of Tulsipur
snd Bulrampur, talugdars own 61°83 per cent, of the district,
while 649 per cent. is held by single zamindars, and 30'83 per
cent. by coparcenary communities, the remaining ‘83 per cent,
being Government estatea.

Of the total number of revenue villages no less than 1,479 Proprie-
are at present held by Rajputs of various clans, the bulk of them 22335,
being in the possession of Janwars, Kalhans, and Bisens, who
together figure most prominently in the history of the district.
Next to them come Brahmans, with 635 villages, mainly in the
Gonda and Tarabganj tahsils, the principal proprietors of this
caste being the Maharaja of Ajodhya and the Pande owners of
lamnagar and Siogha Chanda. Musalmans have 381 villages,
chiefly in the Utraula tahsil ; and then come Kayasths with 129,
and Banias with 115, villages, again in the same tahsil for the
most part, Goshains own 34 villages, Nanakshahis 20, which
form a single esfate, and Dairagis twelve, Of the remainder,
Kurmis hold six, Khattris and Muraos five each, Bhats four, Jats
two, while Eurasians, Sonars, and Kalwars have one each, and the
eighteen others are the property of Government, In this list no
account is taken of fractional portions of villages, but the chief.
proprietors are given in each case. Bairagis and Goshains have a
number of shares in villages other than those mentioned, while
small areas are held by Sikhs, Kahars, Barhais, and Thatheras,
but in most cases such properties are insignificant.

A list of sll the taluqdars holding land in the district will Talug.
be found in the appendix. The great majority are resident, the
only important exceptions being the Maharaja of Ajodhya, Ma-
bant Ilar Charan Das of Maswasi, and the Rajas of Bhinga and
Bilehra. The total number of taluqdars is 25, and of these 16
are Rajputs, three are Brahmans, three Sikhs, and two Musals
mans. Of the Rajputs eight are members of the Kalhans clan,
the descendants of former rulers of the district ; four are Jan-
wars, three Bisens, and one a Ganr.. The Brahmans include the
Sukaldipi Maharaja of Ajodhya and the Pandes of the old Gonda
family. The Sikhs are represented by the Raja-i-Rejgan of
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Kapurthala and two members of the ex-royal family of Luhore:
and of the Musalmans one is the Pathan Rajs of Utraula, and
the other the Khanzada Raja of Bilehra in Bara Banki, who bus
lately acquired half the old Disen estate of Birwa. The history
of each of these taluqas will now follow.

The Janwars hold a far larger proportion of the land than
any other clan of Rajputs. There are three Janwar taluqdars
holding property in this district, smounting in all to nearly 800
villages, but nearly the whole of this belongs to the single estate
of the Muharaja of Balrampur. The Janwars all claim descent
from Dariar Sah, whose history is given in the Bahraich volume®
This man, according to the general tradition, was the son of
Raja Mansukh Deo of Pawagarh in Gujarat, and came to Oudh
with Firoz 8hah in 1374, 1le was deputed to the task of clears
ing the country of the numercus robber bands which then

"infested Bahraich, and in reward obtained a large territory.

The annals of the Balrampur house, however, state that Dariar
Sah came at a sowewhat earlier period, in 1268 A.D,, during the
reign of Dualban. This may be the case, but the story is open to
suspicion by reason of the fact that it would make the_ average
duration of the rule of each of his fourteen successors no less than

-thirty-six years, At all events Bariar Sah took up his residence

in Jkauna of Bahraich, and this remained the headquarters of
the clan for six generations. Raja Ganga Singh, sixth in
descent from Bariar Sab, had two sons, Madho Singh and Ganesh
Sah. These divided their estate, the latter remaining in Ikauna,
while Madho Singh went eastwards and carved out for himself a
new property in the lands lying between the Rapti an& Kuwana
vivers. Madho Singh had two sons, Raja Kalyan $ah and Bal-
ram Das, of whom the latter founded the present town of Dal-
rampur, which has since given its name to the pargana. The
two brothers assisted by the Raja of Ikauna reduced in succes-
pion the chieftains of Mathura and Itror to the north of the
Rapti, but it is not known to what families these persons belonged,
Thus at this early period the Balrampur estate ‘was of vast
extent, stretching from Ikauna on the west to the territory of
the Utraula Pathans on the east. It would appear, too, that the

* Gazetteer of Babraich, page 122
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Janwars also held the lands south of the Kuwana as far as the
Bisubi. To the north lay the farests of Tulsipur, occupied by
cultivating colonies of Kurmis, who had as yet not come under
the dominion of the Chaubans from Nepal. Kalyan Sah was
succceded by Pran Chand, after whom came Tej Singh, Harbans
Singh, and Chbattar Singh. In the latter half of the seventeenth
century the Junwars cameinto conflict with the Pathans of Utraula
under Pahar Khan, who held the country as far as Ikauna.
Later the Disen rajas of Gonda extended their possessions
northwurds and established themselves in the tract between
the Disubi and Kuwana. Raja Chhattar Singh was succeeded by
bis son, Narain Singh, who resisted in two pitched battles, but
without success, the first officials of the Oudh Government under
Suadat Khan, a practice which was followed by his successors'
ever after till annexation. After Narain Singh came Raja
Tirthipal Singh, who died in 1781. IIe left no son and was sucs
“eoeded by Newal Singh, one of the most fumous of the Balrampur*
chicftaing, This man was the son of Kakulat Singh and grand-
son of Anup Singh, whose futher, Fateh Singh, was the brother
of Ruja Narain Singh, .
Rujo Newal Singhissaid tohave fought the nazims on twenty- Newal
two occasions and, though often defeated, was never subdued, Singh.
the revenue paid for his pargana being a little more than a tribute,
In 1795 he was visited by another Ruja Newal Singh, a Chauhan
chicftain, who had been driven out of Lis territories in the hills
by the Nepalese. With the assistance of the Balrampur raja
he possessed himself of the eight furest tappas which make up
the Tulstpur pargana, and in return promised a small annual
tribute to his benefuctor, Newal Singh had two sons, Bahadur
Singh and Arjun Singh. The former spent most of bis time in
fighting first the Tulsipur raja, Dalel Singh, who had repudiated
the engagement made by his father, and afterwards Ahmad Ali
Khan, the nazim, by whom he was defeated and slain, Newal
Singh reigned for thirty-six years and died in 1817, when he was
succceded by Raja Arjun Singh, The latter held Balrampur
till his deaih in 1530; during his reign he was constantly in
conflict with ‘the revenue authorities, and on two occasions
fouglt with his neighbour, the Disen Ruja of Dhinga., Ilis son,



Drigbijai
Singh.

80 Gonda District,

Raja Jai Narain Singh, died without issue in 1836, and was
succeeded by Drigbijai Singh, then a boy of eighteen.

Raja Drigbijai Singh made his mark at an early date, At
the beginning of his reign he attacked the Pathan raja of Utraula,
Mubammad Khan, defeated him, burnt the town of Utraula, and
carried off the Qurans of his rivals. ITe next sent & message to
the raja of Tulsipur, demanding the zamindari dues which had
been claimed by his predecessors. This demand resulted in an
irregular warfure, which lasted for several years without any
decisive results. The young raja was attacked on all sides by
the old encmies of the family, and for a time found it necessary
to take refuge with the raja of Bansi in Basti. On the way he
was ambuscaded by one Nal Singh, an old agent of the estate,
who had lately taken service with the Utraula raja, and escaped
with great difficulty. His return to Balrampur was followed by
a few years of peace, broken only by an engagement with the
nazim, Shankar Sahai Pathak., Two years later, in 1842, Raja
Darshan Singh obtained possession of the Gonda-Bahraich
districts and at once marched to Balrampur. The raja was on a
visit to Dansi and the garrison was taken by surprise, They
were soon induced to surrender on & promise of security and
passed over into & small island in the river; but as soon as
Darshan Singh saw them collected together he opened fire upon
them and killed more than one hundred persons. The rest fled,
and Darshan Singh seized their property, amounting to about
two lakhs of rupees. Drigbijai Singh was thus redaced to great
distress, but his friend, the minister of Nepal, aided him with
loans of money and gave him a house to reside in near Maharaj-
ganj in the Nepal territory, fifty-four miles from Balrampur, where
Darshan Singh remained encamped. In September 1843 the

. latter marched on Maharajgauj, which he reached in a single day,

and attacked the house of the raja, who escaped with the loss of
thirty men. Darshan Singh was nominally punished for his
violation of Nepal territory, and the raja returned to Balrampur,
where he resumed the engagement for the entire estate, which
he held uninterruptedly till annexation. e again attacked the
raja of Tulsipur, seizing the opportunity afforded by the latter’s
quarrel with his son. The dispute was compromised by the
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payment of a small sum of money and the grant of a cluster of
villages under the Tulsipur forest. One of these was Bankat-
wa, in which Drigbijai Singh built a small fort and which now
contains a large bungalow. The last four or five years before
snnexation were employed in disputes with the raja of Utraula,
resulting in the complete desolation of the villages on either side
of the frontier.

The account of the Mutiny and loyal conduct displayed by The Bal
Raja Drigbijai Singh will be dealt with in the general history sate.
of the district. In reward for his services he was granted the
whole of the confiscated pargana of Tulsipur and large estates in
Bahraich, Ten per cent., of the Government revenue on his
ancestral property was remitted, and it was promised that the
first regular settlement of his estates should be made in per-
petuity.  ITe also obtained the personal title of Maharaja Bahadur,
while in 18G6 he was created a Knight Commander of the Star of
India, and in 1877 he was accorded the exceptional distinction of
a salute of nine guns,  Sir Drigbijai Singh was actively engaged in
works of public utility and benevolence during the latter years of
bis life : Le built and endowed the Balrampur hospital at Lucknow
in 18G9, the dispensary at Balrampur, the Lyall collegiate school,
which was completed after his death, and opened a number of
schools on his estate before the general introduction of village
schools by Government. He was a keen sportsman, and a fall
from an elephant hastened his death, which occurred in May 1882,
Ie had no eon and his estates passed to his widow, Mabarani
Indar Kunwar, who held the property till her death in June
1893, Ten years previously she had adopted as heir Udit Narain
Singh under the name of Bhagwati Parshad Singh. He was
the son of Bhaiya Gunman Singh and a relative of the late
Maharaja, being descended from Fateh Singh, the son of Raja
Chhattar Singh of Balrampur. From 1893 till the 19th of
July 1900 the estate was under the management of the Court of
Wards. Oo attaining his majority the young raja was placed on
the gaddi by the Licutenant-Governor and Chief Commissioner,
#nd received the personal title of Maharaja. Ilis estate, which is
in a most flourishing condition aud is admirably managed, is the

lurgest in Qudh, and scveral important additions have been made
11
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since the accession of the present Maharaja. Ile has a very
extensive property in Bahraich, several villages in Lucknow,
as well as valuable lands and houses in Lucknow itself, and a
large portion, consisting of 27 villages, of the old Bachgoti
taluqa of Patti Saifabad in Partabgarh, which has been recently
purchased. In this district he holds on a permanent sottloment
the whole of pargana Tulsipur and all Balrampur except nino
villages. In addition to these, there are the villages acquired at
the sale of parts of the Singha Chanda and Ramvagar estates and
others acquired from time to time, These comprise 116 villages
and 17 mahals in pargana Gonda with an area of 65,175 acres, 17
villages and four mahals covering 7,577 acres in Sadullahnagar,
one village and five grants of 7,328 acres in Utraula, and three
mahals of 340 acres in Mahadewa. The whole is assessed at
Rs. 5,14,772. The Maharaja also has possession of half the Dirwa
estate, of which an account will be given later.

The other Janwar talugdars holding Jand in Gonda are non-
resident. Their possessions here are very insignificant, the bulk
of their estates lying in each case in Bahraich, and their family
history has been given in the account of that district.* The
first is Rani Itraj Kunwar, the widow of Raja Suraj Prakash .
Singh of Gangwal. Ile was descended from Partab Sah, a
younger brother of Raja Chain Singh of Ikauna, The raja died
in 1899, and the taluga has since been managed by his widow.
The property in this district is known as the Jairamjot estate and
consists of the village of that name in the extreme west of
pargana Paharapur and two small villages in pargana Gonda
near the Bahraich border. The whole is assessed at Rs, 1,955,

The Raja of Payagpur owns in this district but the single.
village of Pair in pargana Babhnipair, assessed at Res. 275, This
was recently purchased from the Raja of Dabhnipair at the sale
of his estate, The present talugdar is Raja Bindeshwari Parshad
Singh, the son of Raja Bhup Indar Bikram Singh, C.LE.,, who
died in January 1905,

In epite of the disappearance of the great taluqa of Gonda
on its confiscation in 1858, the Bisens still hold a considerable
asmount of land in this district, and there are five taluqas

* Gazetteer of Bahraich, page 81,
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belonging to this clan, although one of them has practically
ceased to exist within recent times. The chief of these estates is
that of Mankapur, held by Raja Raghuraj Singh, who represents
a younger branch of the great Gonda family. The Mankapur
pargana was formerly held by a line of Bandhalgoti chieftains,
of whom the last was Partab Singh, who died without issue
during the reign of Raja Datt Singh of Gonda, The story goes
that Portab Singh procured the murder'of his Brahman agent
owing to a suspected intrigue with his mother, Rani Bhagwani.
The lutter revenged herself by urging her younger son to kill his
brother, and this he did ; but, the rani being smitten with remorse,
slew the murderer with her own hands, and then fled for refuge
to the Raja of Goanda. Thereupon Raja Datt Singh seized the
estate from the Bandhalgotis and installed his infant son, Azmat
Singh, as raja. e property has since remaived in the hands
of the Disens, After Azmat Singh came Gopal Singh, who was
followed by DBahadur Singh and Bakht Singh. These men
remained nominal masters of a large tract of country, but their
power was greatly circumscribed by the nazims, who seldom
permitted them to engage for the whole taluga and usually
settled the land with the village headmen, It was for this reason
that the rajas used to avail themselves of the opportunity of
asserting their unsubstaatial sovereign rights by the frequent
sales of birts and other privileges. The sanad for the taluga was
conferred on Raja Pirthipat Singh, son of Bakht Singh. Ile
had not followed the example of his kinsmen of Gonda, but came
in at an early date aud rendered good service in the restoration
of order. The estate, which was well administered during his
lifetime, passed at his death in 1873 to his widow, Rani Saltanat
Kunwar, who by her reckless expenditure plunged the estate into
debt. She died in 1836, leaving encumbrances to the extent of
over two lakhs, As she had nominated no beir, and as Narpat
Singh, the raja's brother, had died without issue, the estate
passed to the nearest male collateral, Bhaiya Jai Parkash Singh,
the son of Kishan Singh, whose father, Jugraj Singh, was the
younger son of Raja Gopal Singh. Ile ouly held the estate for a
short time, as he died in July 1839 at the age of 72 years; butin
the period of his management the debt was reduced by Rs. 40,000.
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Iis son, Lal Raghuraj Singh, succeeded him, and in 1903 obtained
recognition of the hereditary title of raja, which had becn for
several years in abeyance. Ile has not only cleared the estate
of all encumbrances, but has added largely to his property. The
Mankapur estate now consists of 143 villages and two mahals in
pargana Mankapur with an area of 45,825 acros, 19 villages and
ten mahals covering 5,800 acres in Nawabganj, and one mahal of
191 acres in Mahadewa, The whole is assessed to a revenue of
Rs, 37,462. A very large proportion of the villages are either
sub-settled or held by dirtias, who pay to the raja twice the
revenue less 10 per cent.

The second great Bisen talugdar is the Raja of Bhinga in
Bahraich, who also represents a younger branch of the family of
Datt Singh of Gonda. The property was originally held by the
Junwars of Tkauna, and in the course of tiie passed into the
bands of Lalit Singh, the representative of a cadet branch of
the Tkauna house, This man was unable to withstand the attacks
of the Banjaras, who were then predominant between the Rapti
and the hills. He subsequently applied for aid to his brothor-
in-law, Bhawani Singh, a younger brother of Raja Datt Singh,
His strong hand soon restored order, b