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FOREWORD 

The rapid and continually increasing growth, since the 
end or the war, in the output or technical literature concern­
ing the many disciplines which contribute to agricultural 
science has created a serious problem. How far are agricul-
tural libraries and documentation centres succeeding 1n 
channelling the immense flood of information to the research 
scientists, industrial concerns, advisory workers, farmers 
and students Whom they exist to serve? By what means can 
their service be made more efficient, comprehensive and rapid? 

In order to study these questions the European Produc­
tivity A~ency or the o.E.E.C. arranged a seminar on the sub­
ject of Agricultural Documentation! the Responsibilities of 
Libraries and Information Services". It was organised by 
the Ministry of Food, Agriculture and ForestrY and the Re­
search Council or Food, Agriculture and Forestry of Germany 
in conjunction with the International Association or Agricul­
tural Librarians and Documentalists (I.A.A.L.D.). The semi­
nar was held at the Agricultural College, Stuttgart-Hohenheim 
on 20th-2,rd April, 1960; the recommendations or the seminar 
and a list of the participants are given 1n an Appendix. 

The present report, of Which Mr. D.H. Boalch, Librarian 
to the Rothamsted Experimental Station in the United Kingdom, 
has acted as general editor, is based on papers submitted by 
the principal speakers at the seminar and at the discussions 
to which they gave rise. 

In publishing this rep~rt the O.E.E.C. wishes to ex­
press its gratitude to the authorities in the host country, 
Germany, and especially the President and starr of the Agri­
cultural College at Stuttgart-Hohenheim, for the excellent 
facilities provided for holding the seminar. Sincere thanks 
are also due to the guest speakers from many countries Whose 
papers contributed greatly to the success of the event, and to 
the personnel or the I.A.A.L.D. for their continuous interest 
both in helping to plan and to carry out this activity. 
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APPENDIX 

SUMMARY REPORT OF THE SEMINAR 

INTRODUCTORY 

·or. F. Herren, Director for Agricultural Production of 
the Federal Ministry of Food, Agricultural and Forestry and 
Mr. Schad of the Ministry of Education of Baden-WUrttemberg 
welcomed members of the Conference. Dr. Herren expressed the 
hope that the Conference would be successful in every way, 
that the deliberations would benefit from being held at Stutt­
gart-Hohenheim which was a long-established educational centre 
for agriculture, and that the work done would lead to valuable 
and practical results for all who are working in library, docu­
mentation and information fields and ultimately for the agri­
cultural industry as a whole. New developments in agricul­
tural science and economics, Dr. Herren continued, will become 
normal practice on farms more rapidly if the information ser­
vices to advisers and farmers are well-based and efficiently 
organised. The Conference agreed that the objective of their 
meeting should be to serve the interests of agriculture to the 
full, by promoting co-operation between agricultural advisory 
and research workers and agricultural librarians and docu­
mentalists. 

Agricultural Research and Reference Libraries and their Role 
as Agencies of Information 

The Conference heard with great interest the p,apers 
presented by Mr. F. Mohrhardt and Professor G. Franz on 'Agri­
cultural Research and Reference Libraries and their Role as 
Agencies of Information". The difficulty of obtaining all 
the necessary material, especially in marginal subject fields, 
was stressed, and attention was drawn to the importance of 
adequate finance and staff in making possible the rapid dis­
semination of information. There was also the problem of 
translation which presents difficulties especially in relation 
to the eastern European languages. The Conference agreed 
that in view of the fact that few agricultural scientists or 
advisory workers have sufficient time to !<eep pace w1 th the 
output of literature in their own special fields, abstracts 
and bibliographies are indispensable to them. Delays in pub­
lication are common to all fields, and prompt abstracting and 
indexing are therefore essential to speed up the spread of 
vital information once it is published. The Conference con­
sidered that the choice of material for indexing ought to be 
selective, particularly in view of the wide range and com­
plexity of the subjec·t-matter content of manY periodicals. It 
Was also considered that more attention should be given to as­
certaining more precisely the needs of the various classes of 
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readers who are served by agricultural libraries and documenta­
tion services (for example, teachers; students; advisory wor­
kers; and research workers etc.) so that each category can be 
provided ror with the maximum efficiency and economy. In view 
or the rapid developments in agricultural science and econo­
mics there was a special need to instruct students or agricul­
tural colleges and universities in the full use of library and 
documentation services. 

The Conference noted with satisfaction that the tremen­
dous increase in agricultural publications (estimated to amount 
to a 100 per cent increase within the past twenty years) which 
had long been a problem to librarians and documentalists, was 
now engaging the attention of the scientists themselves who 
were interested in the devising or new techniques for classi­
fication and dissemination. In expressing appreciation of 
the value and present coverage or the u.s.D.A. Bibliography of 
Agriculture, the Conference also hoped that this coverage 
could be further extended, if possible, to tw<e in the conti­
nually increasing output of publications. ~1r. Mohrhardt sta­
ted that while he shared the wish to extend the coverage, the 
possibilities of doing this, especially in the light of rapid­
ly increasing output of publications, were limited by staff­
ing considerations. 

From the pap,ers presented by Mr. Th. P. Loosjes and 
Dr. M. Scheele on 'Types of Inquiry from various Kinds of Read­
ers in Agricultural Libraries and the Tools for Answering Them" 
the Conference noted with great interest recent developments 
in the techniques of analysis and evaluation of agricultural 
literature. The Conference agreed that these techniques had 
great potential importance especially for documentation and 
that they deserve serious consideration as contributions to 
more effective analysis, retrieval and dissemination. At the 
same time, the Conference considered that the terminology at 
present associated with the techniques made their general com­
prehension somewhat difficult and that this fact might limit 
the rate at which they were more widely adopted; it was also 
noted that they were primarily applicable to the exact and the 
biological sciences. It was acknowledged that the complexity 
of scientific literature made multiple parameters unavoidable, 
and that although three or four should normally suffice, as 
many as eight or ten are in fact used in practical work. 1-lhile 
it was recognised that this number was more than the average 
user would call for, it was also agreed that complete analysis 
by punched cards would facilitate documentation work in trac­
ing a variety or sources of material, wherever the application 
of the teo nique was practicable. ~1embers of the Conference 
were of the opinion that the new systems of mechanical selec­
tion should principally be used in situations where highly spe­
cific groups of enquiries follow a pattern with similar cen­
tral components. 
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Documentation Requirements of Agricultural Advisory ~lorkers 

The needs of agricultural advisory workers for documen­
tation was the subject of an interesting paper presented to 
the Conference by Mr. B. Waibel who stressed the urgent need 
for advisers to be kept well-up-to-date on recent developments 
in the science and economics of agriculture, and thereby to 
help them to give farmers the fullest possible service of ad­
vice and information. Unlike many other scientists, advisory 
workers are, by the very nature of their calling, often sta­
tioned away from good library facilities and an adequate ser­
vice of documentation is therefore a professional lifeline for 
them. The Conference agreed that agricultural librarians, 
documentalists and information services should consider the 
problem in four clear stages, (a) the selection of suitable 
material, (b) appropriate editing procedures, of a synthetic 
as well as an analytical type, (c) form of publication, and 
(d) methods of distribution. A distinction should be recog­
nised between material to serve research 'ltorkers, advisory wor­
kers and farmers respectively. The form of presentation 
should be appropriate to each class of recipient, taking full 
account, 1n the case of farmers, of the physical and economic 
conditions 1n which they worked. 

In this connection the Conference noted with interest 
accounts of documentation services provided in ~ertain coun­
tries; including critically evaluated weekly and monthly abs­
tracts for advisers and teachers, and summaries in the form of 
yearbooks of specialised and general appeal in the Netherlands; 
also looseleaf systems of abstracts for advisers and teachers 
operated by Denmark and Nor~<ay and soon to be adopted by swe­
den. It 11as noted that in the Netherlands it had been estima­
ted that 50 per cent of the loans from the library had been 
stimulated by the issue of abstracts and documentation. The 
Conference agreed that the need of all advisory worl<ers for a 
prompt service of information could be met by close collabora­
tion between them and librarians, documentalists and informa­
tion personnel, all of 11hom wish to achieve the maximum dis­
semination of information to advisers,· and ultimately to the 
farming community. 

With regard to encouraging the demand for, and proper 
use, of library and documentation services, some delegates re­
ported upon the conduct of successful courses of instruction 
for agricultural students in universities and colleges on the 
use Of libraries, abstracts and bibliographies. The confer­
ence considered that this type of activity was likely to prove 
of the greatest value to students, not only during their train­
ing but also in carrying out their subsequent responsibilities 
in the field 1n a more effective way, as well as making it 
easier for the librarian and documentalist to give a quick and 
efficient service. 

The Abstract Journal as a Bridge bet11een Scientific Research 
and Practical Agriculture 

Following a much appreciated paper by Mr. 
which contained an account of the organisation and 
work of the Commomrealth Agricultural Bureaux, the 

a. v. Jacks 
methods of 

Conference 
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discussed the role of the abstract-Journal in aiding the work 
of agricultural scientists and advisers. It was agreed that 
abstracting has now become an indispensable part of the orga­
nism of scientific research and until abstracting is recog­
nised as a profession requiring skills comparable with those 
required for research itself, it >dll not be in a position 
adequately to perform its rapidly expanding duties. Also, 
shortages of staff and finance in many countries made the de­
velopment of adequate abstracting services very difficult. It 
was noted that a demand was arising for a more comprehensive 
coverage of available literature consisting of short abstracts 
(annotations) rather than full ones. The Conference was of 
the opinion that some wider form of international co-operation 
in the exchange of abstracts should be sought, and that a posi­
tive effort should be made to overcome the existing difficul­
ties l'lith regard to adequate translation facilities. If more 
extensive international co-operation is to be achieved, effec­
tive national abstracting centres might be needed to co-operate 
l'lith an international agency by l'lhich subsequent translation 
and wide dissemination of material could be undertaken. In 
this connection, interest was expressed in an account given to 
the Conference concerning experimental work in the United Sta­
tes and the U.s.s.R. to develop mechanical translation, al­
though the process was as yet narrowly limited to certain sub­
Jects and certain languages. For the present, it Nas noted 
that copying and translation services were offered by many abs­
tracting organisations by means of photostats and microfilms. 
The Conference noted with satisfaction that the advisory wor­
kers as well as research l'lorkers Nere making good use of abs­
tracting services in their >rork, and attention was drawn to 
the need for abstracts in fields which >rere closely associated 
>ri th adviser 1 s >rorl< but not yet covered, or inadequately cover­
ed, by existing services. Accordingly the Conference learned 
>rith great interest of the recent publication of l~orld Agricul­
tural Economics and Rural Sociology Abstracts by IAALD in con­
junction with the International Conference of Agricultural Eco­
nomists. Attention was drawn to a recommendation made by an 
ad hoc group of Agricultural and Horticultural Work Study Spe­
cialists in March 1960 held under E.P,A. Pro~ect 5/17 that 
IAALD should include a section on "Work study' in the World 
Agricultural Economics and Rural Sociology Abstracts. The 
Conference strongly endorsed this recommendation and hoped 
that it would be considered at the IAALD meeting to be held 
during subsequent days at Stuttgart-Hohenheim. 

Classification Svstems as a Tool for Retrieving Information 

The importance of classification systems in agricul­
tural library and documentation work, and in making material 
readily available to readers, >ras the subject of two stimulat­
ing papers presented to the Conference by Professor s. von 
Frauendorfer and M, Kerv~gant. The Conference considered that 
the international standardization of classification systems 
was extremely difficult to achieve, but different systems could 
be made available in a number of languages. The Conference 
were of the opinion that it is desirable to retain the U.D.C. 
as a normal classification reference after revision of certain 
sections. However, this does not mean a renunciation of the 
specialised classifications, notably the "system of classifies-



69 

tion of agricultural sciences" which might be usefully related 
to the classification reference. The importance of giving 
readers some minimum instruction in the use of catalogues and 
classification systems and also including this subject in uni­
versity curricula was stressed. The Conference asked the 
IAALD to consider the preparation of a booklet on the basic 
principles or classification with comparative studies of vari­
ous classification schemes and examples of use. 

International, Inter-regional and National co-operation in 
Agricultural Documentation 

The Conference listened with great interest to a report 
by Miss Borghild Bj¢'rlikke on the "scandia Plan" of co-opera­
tion between libraries which is in a steady process of full 
realisation. It cowmended the work being done as a model of 
practical co-operation which should serve as a stimulus to 
other countries and regional groups. The progress of Inter­
national and Inter-regional co-operation in Agricultural Docu­
mentation over a wider field was the subject of a survey by 
~~. D.H. Boalch and presented to the Conference, in his ab­
sence by ~~. F.c. Hirst. It was generally agreed that pro­
gress would be more rapid as agricultural librarians and docu­
mentalists became increasingly a~rare of the mutual benefits to 
be gained. In this connection the conference particularly 
~relcomed the contribution being made by the publication of the 
IAALD Quarterly Bulletin as a medium of information over a wide 
area. The Conference emphasized the need for exchange of per­
sonnel as well as documentation ~rithin the context of inter­
national co-operation, and considered that agricultural libra­
rians and documentalists ~rere not adequately represented in 
some exchange-schemes for technical personnel. 

The Conference drew attention to the difficulties aris­
ing in the international exchange and acquisition of documents 
by administrative restrictions, and expressed strongly the 
hope thaj; thi_s s;L.tuation ~rould progressively improve • • The 
Well-established Exchange of Publications Scheme operated by 
FATIS through its Liaison centres for the benefit of advisory 
and information worlcers in O.E.E.C. countries was noted as an 
example of >!hat a "sample" scheme of exchange could achieve by 
international co-operation. The Conference expressed the hope 
that appropriate international organisations would do every­
thing possible to assist the development of co-operation be­
tween agricultural libraries and documentation services. In 
this connection interest was expressed in the selective cata­
logue of holdings in the F.A.O. library, to be published short­
ly, and a mimeographed list of current journals issued in 1959. 
One or the factors affecting the development of international 
co-operation was considered by the Conference to be a lack, in 
some countries, of adequate support for documentation centres, 
and there was a need in this connection for a form of agree­
ment on the status, qualifications, and training of agricul­
tural librarians and documentalists. Turning to co-operation 
on a national scale the Conference heard \dth great interest a 
description of co-operation bet~reen the agricultural libraries 
Of Canada by Nrs. r.1argaret Reynolds. It tlas agreed that the 
automatic periodical circulation scheme operated in canada, 



70 

which overcame many or the disadvantages of the manual methods 
of circulation, was an innovation of great importance. 

Rural Public Libraries and Reading Requirements and Prefer­
ences of the Rural Population 

The paper by Mr. Helga Nielsen gave rise to consider­
able discussion of the particular needs and preferences of 
rural readers. The Conference agreed that rural libraries 
can play an important role in the cultural and technical educa­
tion of the rural population and that they should be able to 
put at the disposal of their readers a wide range of recent 
books, general and technical publications, as well as fiction; 
they should also carry literature relating to advisory work 
published by official bodies, professional organisations and 
commercial agricultural firms. Liaison between libraries 
would provide a more comprehensive choice for readers, and the 
Conference considered that attention should be drawn to the 
fact that rural libraries can be of great value in supporting 
agricultural advisory work especially for groups of progres­
sive farmers. To encourage reading among the rural popula­
tion, the Conference considered that the schools, the agri­
cultural press, radio and television and the agricultural ad­
visers themselves should pay closer attention to technical 
literature in the agricultural and rural fields generally. 

Summary Recommendations 

As a result of its deliberations, the Conference also 
wished to recommend that: 

(l) Competent organisations should be requested to give 
close attention to co-operation between advisory workers and 
dooumentalists. There is a need for fuller and more precise 
information on the kind and form of documentation material 
which the advisory worker finds most valuable in his work; 
such information would make it possible to derive the maximum 
value from documentation services. 

(2) International co-operation between agricultural libra­
rians and documentalists should be strengthened in a number of 
ways. One important task is the compilation of a world list 
of agricultural periodicals. Attention should be given to 
the exchange of material between agricultural libraries, pos­
sibly by creating international centres for this purpose. 

(3) Interest in documentation work ought to be further en-
couraged by international and national organisations through 
(a) sponsoring the training and exchange of steff and (b) crea­
ting or improving educational facilities in the use of agricul­
tural libraries and documentation services. 

(4) Research on modern methods of automatic selection should 
be carried out because this subject deserves the fullest atten­
tion, particularly in relation to specialised research insti­
tutions, although its more general use also needs careful con­
sideration. 
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(5) The Conference, noting the growing demands for biblio­
graphical information and documentation from agricultural re­
search and advisory workers, wished to draw attention to the 
increase in finance and equipment which these demands neces­
sitated. 
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NF 5.00 10/- $1.50 (out of print in French) 
FROZEN FISH: IMPROVED QUALITY AND PACKING AS A WAY TO IMPROVE 
MARKETING AND CONSUMPTION NF 4.00 8/· $1.25 
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European Productivity Agency 
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SecoDd ODd Cumulative SupplemODt to Film Catalogue (including Canadian 
film•) (1958) 

To be pubU1hed 

SECOND FA TIS CATALOGUE OF AGRICULTURAL FILMS (in proparalion) 
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IN MEDITERRANEAN REGIONS ( 1955) foul of prinlln English) 
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SEED MOVING IN INTERNATIONAL TRADE (1958) 

Limited supplies of the abover public adona,. except where indicated, are 
obtainable free on reque;at from : 
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AGRICULTURAL AVIATION 
Quanerly illustrated bulletin published in English and French by : 

The International Agricultwal Aviation Centre, 
1 e, van den Boschstraat 4, The Hague, Netherlands 
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FOOD IRRADIATION 
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AGRICULTURA (Farm buildings) 

Published twice a year in English, French, German and Swedish in collabo·. 
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situated in Bari, Italy, for Southern E~ope and in Lund, Sweden, for 
Northern Europe. 
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European Documentation Centre for Farm Buildings, 
Statens Forskningsanstalt fOr Lantmannabyggnader (SFL), Lund, Sweden. 
Direclor : Alrik Orborn -
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RuG MeJCico 98-8, RIO DE JANEIRO. 

CANADA 
Quun'• Printer .. lmprlmeur de Ia Reine, 
OTTAWA 
Pre~ymenl of til order• required 
L•• command•• .ont JMyable• d'arence 

CUBA 
Lo Caso Belgct, O'ReiiiJ' "55, HAVANA. 

DENMARK .. DANEMARK 
Einar Munlugaard Forlag, N6rreacde 6. 
KOBENHAVN, 

FINLAND • FINLANOE 
Akateemlnen Klrjakauppa, Kukuskatu '1. HEL­
SINKI. 

FRANCE 
Pruses Univenltairu de France, 
108, boulevard Saint~Germain. PARIS 6'. 

GERMANY • ALLEMAGNE 
Oeullcher Bundu-Yerlag, G.m.b.H., 
Bundeshaus, Schliusfach 137, BONN. 
Sub-Agents :BERLIN : Elwert & Meurer. 
MONCHEN : Hueber. HAMBURG : Reuter­
KI6ckner : und In den massge~nden Buchhandl• 
ungen Oeullchlancll. 

GkEECE • GRtCE 
Llbrairie KauRmann,ll rue du Sto.de, ATHtNES. 

ICELAND • ISLANDE 
lnnkaupasamband BOksala. h.f., 
REYKJAVIK P.O. &ox 888. 

INDIA • INOE 
International Book House Ltd. 
9 Ash Lane, Mahatma Gandhi Road, BOMBAY I. 
Oxford Book and Stationery Co,, 
NEW DELHI, Scindia HouM. 
CALCUTT A, 17 Park Street. 

IRELAND - IRLANDE 
Eason & Son, 40-41 Lower O'Connell Street, 
OUBUN. 

ISRAEL 
Blumstein's Bookstora Ltd., 
3S Allenby Road, and 48 Nahlalh Ben'Jilmin St 
TEL-AVIV, ·• 

ITALY • ITALIE 
Libreria Committionaria Sonsoni, 
Via Gino Capponi 16, FIRENZE. 
Via Paolo Mercuri 19/B, ROMA. Cono­
Cavour 9l. SARI 
P.E.M., Corso di Porta Romano 97/B. MILANO. 
Sout-D6positaires : GENOVA : Libreria Di 
Stefono. NAPOLI : Llbreria L. Cappelli. PADUA : 
Librerio Zannoni. PALERMO : Libreria C. Cicala 
lnguaggiato. ROMA : Libreria Hc:epli. ROMA : 
Libreria Tombolini. TORINO : Librerio Lottes. 

JAPAN • JAPON 
Maruzen Company Ltd. 
6 Tori Nichome Nihonbashi, TOKYO. 

LUXEMBOURG 
Librairie Paul Bruck. 33, Grond'Rue, LUXEM· 
BOURG. 

MOROCCO • MAROC 
B.E.P.I., 8, rue Michaux-Bellaire, RABAT. 

THE NETHERLANDS • PAYS-BAS 
Wholesale Agent : MeulenhoH & Co., N.V, lm• 
porteurs, Beulingstraat l, AMSTERDAM. 
Principal Retailer : W.P. VcLn Stockum & Zoon. 
Buitenhol 36, DEN HAAG. 

NIGERIA 
Univenity Bookshop Nigeria ltd., 
Univenity College, IBADAN. 

NORWAY. NORVtGE 
A/S Bokhjornet, Lille Grensen 7, OSLO. 

PAKISTAN 
Mirza Book Agency, 9-A Shoh Alam Market, 
LAHORE. 

PORTUGAL 
lJvrario Portugal, Rua. do Cormo 70, LISBOA. 

SOUTH AFRICA • AFRIQUE DU SUD 
Von Schaik's Book Store Ltd., 
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SPAIN • ESPAGNE 
Mundo Prensa, Castell6 37, MADRID. 
Librerio Borsch, Rondo Universidad II, BAR· 
CELONA. 

SWEDEN • SUtDE 
Fritzu, Kungl. Hovbokhandel, 
FredsgoiGn 2. STOCKHOLM 16. 

SWITZEI\LAND • SUISSE 
Librairie 'Payot, <40, rue du Morch6, GEN~VE, et 
ill Lausanne, Neuch6tel, Vevey, Montreux, Berne, 
B41e et ZOrich. 

TURKEY • TURQUIE 
Libroirie HGCheHe, <469 lstikial Coddesi, Beyoglu, 
ISTANBUL. 

UNITED KINGDOM and CROWN COLONIES· 
1\0YAUME·UNI 
H.M. Stationery Office, P.O. Box 569, LONDON, 
S.E.I. 
Branchu at : EDINBURGH, BIRMINGHAM, 
BRISTOL, MANCHESTER, CARDIFF, BELFAST. 

YUGOSLAVIA • YOUGOSLAVIE 
lugosloventkG Knjiga, MGrsolo Tila 13, P.O.B. 36, 
BEOGRAD. 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
O.E.E.C. Miuion, Publica.tions Office, Suite llll, 
1346 Connedicut Ave, N.W. WASHINGTON 6, 
D.C. 

Lu commandes provencmt de pays oi:t 1'0 E c E • · · • · · · • n a pas encore dbagn6 de d6pos•taare 
~uvenl lire adrus6a. 6 • 
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