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FOREWORD 

ro those who happen to pick. up this volume and 
do me the honor of reading it I wish to state 

that they will find no fiction in its pages. Every 
incident I have set down can be corroborated by 
comrades, "many still living," who have ·shared my 
vicissitudes. There is nothing in this book., as the 
old adage goes, "to mak.e the dead turn in their 
graves.'~ 

FREDERIC VILLIERS. 



OIAI'l'ER 

FoREWORD 

CONTENTS 
PAGB 

Vll 

I. FIRST MEMORIES • • • • • • • • • • • I 
The passing of the Iron Duke-A hero of the Indian 

mutiny-The" Kearsarge" and" Alabama"-Student 
days-Royal Academy and other schools-The first 
adrJenturt-Paris at the end of the Commune-Scenes 
in the strut.r-Prussian brutality-A remarkable 
prophecy-Fire and smoke bring me in touch with the 
"Graphic"-My first assignment. 

II. SERBIA UNDER MILAN • • • • • • • • • • IS 
King and Queen of the Tziganes-Our genial consul 

-A prince born to trouble-lmeet Archibald Forbes 
-Carping critics-The hoof of the Turkish horse-My 
baptism of fire-A retreat in a storm-Winning my 
spurs-The lurid glow OfJer theM aritza r alley-/ wit-
ness many skirmishes-[ assist surgeons in the fold 
and at the bast-Still another retreat-One of our kfl" 
ttrnity killed. 

III. THE DEVIL AND THE DEEP SEA . • • '. • • • 41 
I am ordered to India, but am shunted at Yiennafor 

Turkey-[ meet Valentine Baker for the first time-/ 
start on an adrJenturous journey---[ succor a man much 
against my will and am obliged to beard the lion in his 
den-[ become acquainted with a great American, 
Januaris Aloysius MacGhan-He recommended me to 
go to Batac-1 find a ghastly state' of affairs thtrt-1 
bring back three trophies and run three narrow risks, 
but I come out on top. 

IV. A Jon IN A GROCERY STORE • • • • • • • • 70 
I become a commercial trarJeler and rnsit Rumania-

] am engaged as a shopman and cross the frozen Pruth 
-Am terrified by the presence of the Great Whitt Tsar-



CONTENTS 
CHAPTER PAGB 

I rteover from the shock and make skeuhu of his army 
and return safely with probably the most interesting 
budget I ever collected for my paper-/ receive a birth--
day gift from the Ruuian ambauador at the Court of 
St. James' s-1 am pruent at the firing o} the first shot. 

v. THE BATILE OF PLEVNA • • • • • • • • • 8I 

Feasting with the Tsarevitch, not wiuly, but too well, 
I return under guard-My pony facu his first fire
Forbu and I start to find the Ruuian army-A cold 
reception-Fasting and fighting-We find the former 
leu exciting than the latter-A Franco-Russian ac
quaintance-The Russian advance on flevna-The 
morning mist-The battle panorama-My pony is 
rut/us-our high hopu are wrecked-The retreat-/ 
am given up for lost-My race for the mail-/ return 
intact, but am taken for a spook-Soldiers and artists
A prince for a guide. 

VI. THE BLACK DEATH • • • • • ! . . . . . us 
Ten. battlu in two years and as many skirmishes

A record for a young man-Black Death stalks the 
Rumanian Plains-The Red Cross nurse and her 
"wretched patients-A princely Samaritan-/ stay with 
Skobdtff-What nations fight for-I ride his whitt 
charger and dye it magenta-MacGhan succumbs-/ 
introduce two great opponents to each other. 

VII. EASTERTIDE IN PALESTINE • • • • • • • • 134 

My pilgrimage-/ am shot at by the way-The ro~k 
of Andromeda-Richard Ctzur de Lion-As in the 
days of the Apostlu-Tht sepulcher-Maundy Thurs
day-Holy fire-The Wall of Wailing, and many 
other things-My first love-/ follow her to Jericho-
And lou her in Constantinople. 

VIII. HILL FIGHTING FIERCE AND BLOODY • • • • • 152 

The beginning of the trouble-off to India-A mem
orable ride-The mystery camp-I am toasted-/ guide 
the guides with my luminous pony-Where women wear 
the bruche.r-Cavagnari-Back to India with the treaty 



CONTENTS 
CBAPTER PAGB 

-Through the hill~Across the plains-TAt dark 
bungalows and tht dak.r-.An enjoyable "sudden death." 
-Tht first Earl Lytton and his court-1 lea'DI for 
"Down Under." 

IX. DoWN UNDER • • • • • • • • • • • • • 177 
Off to the Antipode.r-Dance.r and pillow-fights by tht 

way-Ceylon-Centuriu-old tortoise-Sen.ritifle. plants 
-Sydney, the glory of .Australasia-Gayety, fuf!., and 
frolic-New Zealand-Her urbane goflernor-Maoris 
-.An impending rising-TAt King Country-Pink 
and white terraces-A seismic upheaflal-Hawaii
San Francisco. 

X. GoTHAM· • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 184 
New York in the '8o's-I meet an old friend of Plema 

days, and many eminent people-General Sherman, 
Thomas N ast, Clavering, Gunter, Sir H. M. Stanley, 
Max 0' Rell, General Horace Porter, Joseph Jefferson, 
Bill Nye, Mrs. Ella Whttler Wilcox, Richard Mans

-field, and Edwin Booth-A night with Edison in his 
laooratory at Menlo Park-His first filament-[ sketch 
the inflentor at work-I lecture at West Point • 
• XI. IN Touca WITH RoYALlY • • • . • • • • • • 207 

.At Mar Lodge-! am introduced to a lear1ud Duke, 
Prince Leopold-.A chat with. tht Prince of W ale.r, tht 
late Edward YII-1 sketch. him· in Highland costume 
-I don one of his bonnets-A royal deerstalk-.A few 
of Lord Fife's guuts-1 am invited by tht Prince to 
stay at .Abergeldie Castle-[ mttt the Princess, the 
present Quun Mother-Her charm and beaut~en 
Yictoria and her daughters at a play in tll.t coach house 
of the castle-.A day in tht Queen's busy life on Dtt-sidt 
-An irascible Field Marshal of the old school. 

XII. :_raE LITTLE CLouD IN THE NEAR EAsT • • • • 233 

The .Alexandrian riots-Arabi Pasha-TAt British 
fleet arrives-TAt" Swell of the Oetan"-Lord Charles 
Beresford-[ am his guestonboardU.M.S. "Condor''
[ am somewhat responsible for the bombardment of tht 



CONTENTS 
CHAPTER 1 PAGE 

forts-The "Condor" is under fire and acquits hnself 
well-The wattr picnic-" Well done, Charley!"-The 
famous gunboat puts to sea-The cable ship-A jour
nalistic triumph-The burning harem. 

XIII. CITY OF LUlUD LIGHT • • • • • • • • • .. 247 
The landing-Cameron and I penetrate to the square 

--Gruesome discorJery--(Jur wary morJement.r-We 
sight the American contingent-A welcome patrol-We 
seroe in the first fight ashore-Dead Horse Picket-A 
scrimmage among the fishes-My broken-tared charger. 

XIV. A GHOSTLY MARCH • • • • • • • • • • • 261 

I am inrJited to dine with the Guards-My rJanished 
host-Ghostly relics-The birJouac-Mysterious water
wagon-The midnight scare-The silent army-Tel-tl
Kebir-Cold steel-Thechargt of the Irish and Scots
The pipers in the trenches-My lost pony turns up. 

XV. THE CROWNING OF A TsAR • • • • • • • • 273 

.Arabi" and Tewfik-The lure of Shephnds-The 
journalistic spidn- on the stoop-What comes into its 
meshes-Two great explorers and a pro-consul
•• Hou.rt of Commons" and a pair of dukes-Our fight
ing~Prince of Wales-Belattd honors-[ am made 
Chnalier-lnrJited by the Tsar to his coronation-My 
bluff-A red-coated general-! am made prisoner-My 
durance rJi/e. 

XVI. A MUMMY ARMY • • • • • • • • • • • • 291 

I meet Col. Fred Burnaby-A quick journey-Ad~ 
wntures on the Red Sea littoral-A ghastly sight-! am 
nearly placed horst-dt-combat--Hadendowahs at home 
._Baker Pasha again-The charge of the Ioth Hussars 
-Rum and asparagus-Down withferJer. 

XVII. THE Fuzzy Wvzzy • • • • • • • • • • • 307 
A brush with Osman Digna-A friend in need-A 

welcome ration-The sleeping army-The awakening 
-Rallying groups-My uncertain horse-The fight . 
in Kipling's "The Light That Fai!ed''-The" Fuzziu" 
break tht British square-My frimdly Highlander. 



ILLUSTRATIONS 

ToE AUTHOR IN 1894 • • • • • • • • • . • Fronli~ 

Mv CART IN THE BALKAN WAR • • • • • • • Facing p. 20 

SERBIAN R~FUGEES IN THE FIRST BALKAN wAR • • 

WINTER ScENE IN THE FIRST BALKAN' WAR • • 

" .. 


