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w~'fER.JS.LIFE.-The ;xistL•uce ;';h,ft"nii'U;f.l~nt~, 

_:.: '--,~J:nd' all other beiugs depL·nds ou 1vatea· and lwncc it 
is IJD-t :taxable; likP other COilllllOilitie,;. '!'be construction 

"of_ il'rigation works like well;, tuuks, rP.,cr·voia·s· and 
·canals was alwJlys recogaiisct! hy tliu lncliau~ to L:> their 
first duty and 'thll lws~ fr~i'm <~ charity.. Wlaercl'er · 
you will go in_t\l.is hcrtseason, you ~ill lind ar:llng<·nwnt~ 
made fot· thc.•.Ji~tt·ibution .of. wat-er o-rati;~ t'., the .. . .. .o 

people. ~ t a .ycry early <lnfQo Rnja Bhagiratft wns 
advised by a si\iitt to bring down Ganges. water to the 
desolate Elains of Hastinapur in the Meerut Distr·ict 
ami so 'the river_ was called Ganga Bhagirathi after 
his name. 

·In the flocci;n. :lnd:_ Rajpt~tana, mngnifif)cnt old · 
irrigation w~rks ~re the living testia~ony of what. was 
accomplish ell ii-,·the' p:u;t in tl1is re~pTH:t. . . . . ~ . 

Latcs·on, u;e',l\Iuhamaden- rulers also did no't nnglect 
tl.is part: of t~~j; duty and opened_ 'tho -! umfm Ca'nak 
It was the ota irrigation works that gave an incentive 
to tl•o llritish rulers in Iudia for constructing n•>~v~ 

canals and s·epairiog the old ones, as a•lmittcd hy t~e 
Irrigation Commission of 1901 :-" para. U-".lnr!Ja 
therefore in a great measure owes to her fqrmer rulers 



n 

t.ho first inception of the present un~rivalled systems 
o£ state irrigation works. " 

'fhe boon conferred by the British Government 
upon the people by the extension of M·igati;n works . . 

is bt>yond ·calculation and. I am second to non" -in 
ackno'wledging their value. · But every thing has some 
defects and stands in need of improvemen1. ,Being a 
landlord myself some grievances were brought to my 
notice which drew my -special attention to the subjech 
and to which I will m~ke a short reference here :'-· . 

-- - . . . 
{1) In 187-J. the Qwner's rate was imposed on canal 

-irrigated )and~ in aqdition to. the water-rate. It was 
c levjcd o_n th~se lauds that were dry .and assessed as 
such at the time of. the last. settlement, with ·the 
object of taking a share in the enhanced produce caused,; 
by canal irrigation and was nothing else but land. 
revenue bea1·ing another name. It was evidently very: 
unjust to impose such a tax on Janel during .. the term 
of a settlement and a~ the inst!tnce 'Of the Zamindars 
of ,.'Muzaffarnagar District I submitted a memorial to 
t~e: ;L6cal Gov;rm;nent of these. Provinces to remit 
this tax, but it·.was.summarily rejected on the advice, 
of the Bo11rd 9f R&venue. 

'this ordet of the Local Government was appealed 
to the ·Governor General of India on the 2nd Marcl1, 
1892, and I am glad to say tl1at the prayer was grat~­

t{'d and tlw n•lrs for tl.e imrosititn of this tax W('.ro 
modified. 
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(2) ln•189~ ~the scule of waters was revisctl and 
.Lhe rJites .were ruhanc!-Jd by l /3rd uf tho then existiug 
rates. It •vras f>itterly foit by the tenant~ RIHI IL 

memorial· ,"Vas ·s~1b~nitted by the Zamindar Association 
of~ Muzaffarnaga1· to the Local Governm~:~nt on to -:ith . . 
Septem~er 1896: It ;was rejected on the 5e·1 April, 
18!)7. The,. Chief S<!Cretary to tho Government said:­
"I am~ say that the -decision to enhance the occupier's 
rate was arrived at after a prolonged correspondence 
between this Goverrimenboand the Government of India • 
and on• full consideration of f1.1cts, and to express 
re~ret that the. question 6( rever~ing to the old r~tes 
cannot be reope!Jed. " 

As ther.e was no hope of success no further sl eps 
were taken to have the grievance redressed. 

(3) Formerly the Ganges Canal terminated at 
Cawnpur, but a few years ago it was extended further 

J into the Districts of Fatehpur and Allahabad. 'l'ho 
water supply in the river Gat1ges· was th!-l. same as 
before and nearly the same quantity of watet·. \Vas:to 
be distributed on the wllOle irrigat~iJ 'ar~a on bo.tll th.e 
old and the new canals. 'fito · co'useq{limcc. was that 
the tenants Ot;J the old canals were df)prived of a por­
tion of water they_ used to get for tlJCJl' crops. No 
doubt the Government Revenue was much enhanced 
by the extension of the canals and some dry area 011 

the ucw b1~111cltes was irrigated but the produce of 
land on the old canals was mucll diniin i8hcd for want 



of sufficient water aml ye~ ti•e water rates pn the old 
canal::; were not reduced at all. 

(-1,) On the con~ml'Y• the rates-.on 'wheat and 
sugarcane, the chief valuable crops in these Provinces 
were immensely enhancetl; the former at the rat~ of 
';7 per cent antl "the latter at ) Q(f per CCilfp W)lell 
compared with the rates in force till 18!)1.. 

I thougl•t that the interests of the landholding 
classes would be better served if the whole question 
of water rates were discussed exhaustively by some 
eminent person and with this object I intended to 
offer a l1andsome pri11e for the best essay on the subject. 
Howeve.r for some reason . or other proper arrange· 
ments could not be made and I had to content myself 
by writing these lines. I am fully aware that I could 
not deal with this question as thoroughly as the impor· 
tance and. nature of it requires, hut I have tried to 
put before my readers what information I could collect . 
together with my own views and I respectfully pray 
tlmt the· Government and the well-wishers of the 
country will tak.e np the question in right earnest and 
give it a thorough consideration. .As suggested by the 
Irrigation Commission of 1901, the Government is 
·extending irrigation works and is investing large 
amounts of money tl1ereon and therefore the earlier 
due attention is paid to the subject the better for the 
poor J>eople, because if the xates are not moderate the 

.. benefits from irrigated works will be minimized. 



' 
I am glad to see that I haYO been able to write 

tbese lines at .i. time when His Excellency Lord :Minto, 
P. C. G. li. S. j., G. M. J. E., G. C. ~I. G. is the Vice· 
roy and Govcrnbr General of India anu I hope thut 
Hi• Excellency will be g1·aciously plea:;ocl to tuko the 
same interest in. this important ~nbject as was tuken 
by his l'llustrioul! ancestor, tho Earl of Minto in 1810. 

~fUZAFf'ARNAGAU, } 

'l'lte 21st Ma1·ch, 1906. NIHAL CHAND. 
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