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·"!India in every generation has produced millions of 
women who have never found fame, but whose daily 

- existence has helped to civilise the race, and whose 
warmth of heart, self-sacrificing ·zeal, unassuming 

· loyalty and strength in suffering, when subjected to 
trials of ·extreme severity, are among the glories of 

' this ancient race." · (pp. 197-198.) 
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Tms book is based on Notes of Lectures 
delivered in, the Universities of Calcutta 

and Ben.ares in the winter of 1942 

PREFACE TO 
THE SECOND EDITION 

I am taking the opportunity of a second 
edition to add a Postscript regarding the 
recent developments in Indian politics. 

S. R. 
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FOUND~R'S LETTER 

To THE REGISTRAR, 

CALCUTTA UNIVERSITY. 

'SIR, 

77, RussA RoAD NoRTH, 
BHOWANIPORE, 

CALCU'ITA, 

~th February 19114. 

I desire to place at the disposal of my University Government 
Securities for Rupees Forty Thousand only of the g per cent. loan 
with· a view to establish a lectureship, to be called the Kamala 
Lectureship, in memory of my beloved daughter (b. 18th ApriliSgs
d, 4th January 192g). The Lecturer, who will be annually 
appointed by the Senate, will deliver a course of not less than three 
lectures, either in Bengali or in English, on' some aspect of Indian 
Life and. Thought, the subject to be treated from a comparative 
standpoint: 

The following scheme shall be adopted for the lectureship : 
•(1) Not later than the gut March every year a Special Com· 

Inittee of five members shall be constituted as follows: · 
One meJ:I?-ber of the Faculty of Arts to be noininated by the 

Faculty. · · ' 
One member of the Faculty of Science to be nominated by the 

Faculty. 
One member to be nominated by the Council of the Asiatic 

Society of Bengal. , 
One member to be nominated by the Bangiya Sahitya Parishad. 
One member to be nominated by the Founder or his 

representatives. 
(2) The Special Cominittee, after such enquiry as they may 

de~ necessary, shall, not later than the goth June, draw up a 
report recommending to the Senate the name of a distinguished 
scholar. , The report shall specifY the subject of the proposed 
lectures and shall include a brief statement of their scope. 
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(3) The report of the Special Co111mittee shall be foi:warded 
tv the Syndicate in order that it may be laid before the Senate for 
confirmation not later than the gistJuly. 

(4) The Senate may, for specified reasons, request the Special 
Committee to reconsider their decision, but shall not be-competent 
to substitute another name for the one recommended by· the 
Co~ttee. ' . · 

(5) The Lecturer ' appointed by the Senate shall deliver the 
lectures at the Senate House not-later than the month of January 
next following. . 

(6) ·The Syndicate shall, after the lectures are delivered in 
Calcutta, arrange to have them delivered in the original or in a 
modified form in at least one place out of Calcutta ai).d shall, for 
this purpose, pay such travelling allowance as may he necessary. 

( 7) . The honorarium of the Lecturer shall consist of a • sum of 
Rupees one thousand in cash and a Gold Medal of the value of 
Rupees two hundred. only. The honorarium 'shall be paid only . 
after" the lectures have been delivered and the Lecturer has made 
over to the Registrar a complete copy of the lectures in a form 
ready for publication. · · 

· (8) The lectures shall be published by the University within 
six months of their delivery, and after defraying the cost of publica
tion the surplus sale proceeds shall be paid to the Lecturer, in whom 
the copyright of the lectures shall vest. · 

(g) No person who has once been appointed a Lecturer shall 
be eligible for re-appoip.tment before the lapse of five ye~rs. 

' 
Yours faithfully, -

AstrrosH MooKERJEE. 
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