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PROVIDING FOR THE NATIONAL DEFENSE BY REMOVING 
RESTRICTIONS ON NUMBERS AND LENGTH OF SERVICE 
OF DRAFTEES 

TUESDAY, JULY 22, 1941 

HousE oF REPRESENTATIVES, 
CoMMITI'EE ON Mn.rrARY AFFAms, 

Washington, D. 0. 
The committee met at 10 a.m., Hon. Andrew J. May (chairman) 

presiding. · · 
The CHAmMAN. The committee will please be in order. Gentlemen, 

we have met this morning for the purpose of considering House Joint 
Resolution 211 and other similar resolutions [reading]: 
to further provide for the strengthening of the national defense by removing 
tile restrictions on numbers and length of service of draftees, and for other 
pnrposes. 

We have this morning as the first witness Gen. George C. Marshall, 
Chief of Staff of the United States Army. 

The general is in the witness chair, and the chairman would like.to 
say to the general we would like to. have a. statement from him of the 
reasons for the resolution;· and, during the course of your testimony r 
if you reach a point where you think some war secret IS involved that 
should not be disclosed to the public, you are privileged to say so 
and to reserve that for further closed sessions of the committee. 

Now you may proceed, General, and I am going to ask the com
mittee to allow the general to complete his statement, after which he 
may be subject to questions by members of the committee. 

STATEMENT OF GEN. GEORGE C. MARSHALL, CHIEF OF STAFF 

General MARSHALL. Mr. Chairman, I have no pre~ared statement. 
I have already testified twice before the Senate Committee on Military 
Affairs. The first hearing has been printed, and I assume some gf 
you have read it. I do not know just to what extent I should repeat 
myself, but I can be guided in that by your questions, if what I say 
now is not sufficient for your purposes. · 

I would like to begin with a reference to my biennial report covering 
the period of my first 2 yeaJ:S as Chief of Staff. The recommenda
tions submitted in that report were made by me at that particular time 
and in that specific manner because the situation was so serious thatl 
in my opinion, it had to ~e brought before the P!JOple of th~ United · 
States. -yy recommendations were based on mihtary necessity only, 
and I was especially concerned that they be made in a.manner that was 
clearly nonpolitical. I consnlted no one with respect to them and no 
one knew that I was going to make them. I thought that my action 
was in the best interests of national defense. . 

1 



2 REMOVE RESTRICTIONS ON NATIONAL DEFENSE 

At first there were a number of instances where the statements pub
lished in the press were not based on a.n actual rea_ding of the report, 
but rather on a hasty glance at headings of sectwns of the report. 
One example was where I ~rouped certain specific recommendations 
under the heading "Legislative Restricti?ns." Apparentl that head
ing was read at a glance and the concluswn reached that was. recom
mending an A. E. F. and it was so circulated on the press \VIres. I 
was doin~ nothin_g of the kind. So far as I could express myself· I 
was defimtely trymg to eliminate any such idea from my recommen~a
tions, because it involves a most important matter of public pohcy 
that should be settled only by the President as Commander in Chief, 
and the Congress. I specifically endeavored to keep all political ques
tions entirely clear of the problem of the necessity for the readiness of 
the military forces for whatever service might be required of them. 

I believe now that almost everyone is familiar with the administra
. tive problem, the administrative impossibility of managing the Almy 
under the p~esent limitations. I have repeated in ~:Y report, I. have 
repeated twiCe before the Senate Committee on }iblitary Affairs, I 
have I·epeated in conversations with legislators, and in informal dis
cussions, the complications involved in the direct business of operating 
our Army. 

At the present time, the situation is such that the problem is 
not soluble without legislative assistance and immediate assistance, 
at that. I am confronted every day by specific recommendations 
of the Staff to do things that have to be done involving shipping, 
availability of tonnage, occul?ation of garrisons, and many other 
consideratwns, and I am stymied as to a solutiop.. 

I have already spoken about the problem in Alaska and the prob
lem in Hawaii~ where National Guard units are involved. Those units 
happen to include all the various factors in this discussion. They 
include frincipnlly the National Guard on which there is a limi
tation o 12 months of service; they include Reserve officers whose 
service. is 9:lso limited to 12 mont~, but which w~ be of varying dates 
of expn·atwn to that of the N atwnal Guard umts; and they include 
selectees on whose service there is a limitation of 12 months and, 
again, a different expiration date from that of the National Guard 
organization in which they are serving . 
. As another example, I was being pressed by the War Plans Divi

SIOn of the General Staff to commit myself to a plan for the de
velopment of the garrison in Trinidad. At first we could send 
troops down in smnll numbers only because of the lack of the nec
essary shelter. to guard their health. Now, we have the shelter and 
th~_problem IS to find proper units to send to Trinidad. 

'Ve have now in Trinidad, a National Guard oraanization whose 
ter!n of. service will soon approach its limit. "'we have other 
u!uts winch make up a total of some 1,200 ·men. That small gar
rison sl!ould be reenforced immedi~te_ly an~ brought up to an ade
quat~ slz:e, not onl:y because of Trmidad Itself, but because of its 
locatw!l m the hemiSJ?here ~efense J?lan a~d bec:'-J!S~ of the necessity 
of .hav>ng troops available m that rmmedmte vicmity. The lo!rlcal 
umts. for the purpose !Ire hemmed about by the limitations I 'have 
mentwned and I declmed (and that is the way it stands at the 
present time) to give my approval to the plan. 
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Now, the question is not merely a matter of a proper plan whirh 
may or may not be approved; it is a matter of ship tonnage, which 
is a very complicated affair, in which not only the Navy but the pub
lic interest is seriously concerned. .At the moment we have an op
portunity to use tonnage that can be diverted from some other 
purpose. We have the shelter ready for the troops, but I must not 
compromise the .Army and, incidentally, the Navy by sending a unit 
down there that will have to be brought back in a very short time. 

The same problem has developed with respect to other garrisons 
where the shelter has been completed and is ready for troops. What 
units are we to send? · 

I would like to ask you gentlemen to remember that we have only 
nine Infantry divisions in the Regular .Army. That number is suffi
cient at the present time for our purpose, if we can use the other com
ponents as a part of the .Army and not as a separate grouping which 
has to be given very different treatment from the remainder of the 
.Army. Those nine divisions cannot carry the principal burden of 
this complex situation, because even they have in their ranks selectees 
under the limitation of 12 months' service; and they have in their 
ranks a large number of Reserve officers under the limitation of 12 
months' service. The problem is not solvable, as I have said, under 
present limitations. 

vVhen I appeared before the Senate Committee on Military .Affairs 
I referred to the problem we had in connection with the garrisoning 
of Iceland. Marines had to be sent. They did not belong there at all, 
as they were trained for another purpose, but it was impracticable to 
even consider sending any unit of the present .Army for obvious 
reasons. One was secrecy, so necessary for the protection of those who 
went against the possibilities of hostile action, and the other was tliat 
we could not, at tl1at distance from the United States, set up a com
mand that required constant transfer of personnel in large numbers. 

I might say that most arrangements in Iceland must be completed 
before October 1. That means that troops must have arrived by early 
September and have begun to move to their stations. To reach some 
of the stations they must arrive even before the 1st of September, in 
order to be able to reach the outlying points where they will remain 
isolated for the following 6 months. They must take with them sup
plies to last 3 or 4 months. Measured in ship tonnage Iceland is a 
long way from home. In other respects it is very close to the Western 
Hemisphere. Limitations imposed by law made it out of the question 
to send the unit that should have gone there, and, instead, marines 
had to be sent. Now we have the problem on our hands of relieving 
the marines-and they should be relieved-to free them for the duty 
for which they are specially trained. I do not know of a better exam
ple of the complicatiOns of the situation in which we find ourselves. 

The Congress last August and September took a ster in further 
developing our military policy as laid down in the National De
fense .Act of 1920 which even with its limitations put national de
fense on a much sounder basis than formerly. The law as it stands 
on the books today points the way clearly to what the further 
moves should be. 

I have been disturbed by suggestions that we go back to th~ Civil 
War proposition of bounties, or volunteers, and quack remedies or 
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compromises of that character. I beg of you gentlemen not to re
pent the colossal errors of that day. You have the laws on the 
books· :you have your future course defined in those laws. The 
answe~ 1s plain ns I see it. Are the national interests imperiled~ 
Does a national emergency exist l As I said bef?re and as I ~ay 
now again, in my opimon a national emergency de~1dedly do~. ex1st; 
in the opinion of the War Department, 1t does; m th~ <?PJDJOn of 
the Pres1dent, it does. He has already declnr~4 an unhm1ted emer
gency which, however, does not affect the m1htnry forces, because 
under the laws governing the Army a national emergency must be 
declared by Congress. 

Our book of rules on personnel is a most complicat~d. affair. _I 
never fully understand it; I have to have General Ha~shp and h1s 
corps of pick-and-shovel men explain to me almost continually the 
legal complications involved in any military action. 

You have laid down for yourselves in the law a course of action 
which is logical, which is in contrast to the history of our past 
errors, and which meets the present situation. I am most concerned 
over teml?orizing, over expediency, over a patchwork solution, when 
direct actwn is so clearly indicated. 

Under half measures it is exceedingly difficult to develop military 
forces because soldiers are only human; they read the papers. Like 
all of us humans, with a little encouragement they can feel very sorry 
for themselves. I have been one of them myself, have initimately 
associated with them. As an illustration I would like to recite an 
incident that occurred shortly after I joined my first regiment, almost 
40 years ago. I found myself on Lhe coast of Mindoro in the Philip
pines. An insurrection was g-oing on and I was out with a detachment 
of the Thirtieth Infantry. We were quite isolated, and without any 
service to help morale. No town, no ice in the tropics, no pay for 4 
mouths, and not even a book or magazine supplied. 

I, as n 21-year-old lieutenant, became the commander of that section 
of the country, the highest command I held for about 30 years. Among 
other things, I had to coal the boats that arrived periodically, and one 
of those contracts to economize in funds, made by the Quartermaster 
Department in Manila protected the crew against handling the coal 
until it was delivered on the deck of the boat. That passed the buck to 
the soldiers as someone had to handle that coal. Their pay was $13 a 
month. They worked from the coal pile on the edge of the jungle to a 
little flat-bottom boat-we had only one-and rowed that through 
three-quarters of a mile of hen vy surf to the ship, and laboriously trans
ferred ~he c~al to the deck of th~ ship. One day while working in a 
torrentml ram a tall, lanky sold1er from the mountains of Kentuck;v 
paused in the middle of his shovelin~ job, with this comment: "I didn·t 
see nothing like this on that damnea recruiting circular." My old first 
sergeant suppressed a laug-h, and flashed back the order to "keep your 
!JlOUth s)lut and shovel coal. That's your job." That gave me a lasting 
1mpress1on of the Regular Army; what discipline meant what depend-
ability meant in times of difficulty. ' 

The CHAmlrAN. Was the first sergeant from Kentucky, too? 
General MARSHALL. I may have moved him into that State from 

Tennessee, Judge, when I thought of_your constitutents. [Laughter.] 
The first sergeant was from AmeriCa. Almost any reaction can be 
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gotten from young men under given circumstances. There is always 
a certain degree of grousin~ that seems to be inherent in lhe soldier, 
but does not detract from aiscipline if it remains within the bounds 
of his unit. But there are times when the leader must command, 
"Keep your mouth shut and shovel coal; those are the orders." 

There are many disagreeable tasks that our Army has accomplished 
without comment, without notice or appreciation, throughuut a long 
period of years; there is a great deal that is going to be difficult and 
hard to do in this program. But today, to have the men stirred up 
and agitated by outside influences is a most unfortunate business be
cause under those conditions soldiers are very apt to begin to feel 
sorry for themselves. The business of the soldier, as I have found it, 
involves mud, or extreme heat, and irritating dust. It involves miss
ing meals, long marches, bad weather, insects, and discomforts. It 
involves a great many inconveniences; it interferes with social affairs 
and sometimes it very seriously affects personal relationships. AU 
of that is inevitable and is part of the life of a soldier. We have 
tried in every way· in this expansion to avoid the worst of these, to an 
extent that has never before been attempted. The men have been 
kept in a perpetual state of agitation from this and that report or 
discussion. Yet we came out of the winter with the highest morale 
I have ever seen in United States forces. 

At the present moment we are undergoing a very depressing, a dan
gerous experience. Yesterday afternoon I received a radiogram from 
General Drum that he had issued these orders as Commander of the 
First Army : · 

There appears to be an organized effort from some source outside the Army to 
have petitions signed by members of the mllttnry forces and sent to the Congress 
in an effort to oppose legislation proposed by the War Department to continue 
the service of the National Gunrd and t11e Reserve officers in the service. Any 
such action by those in miJitary service violates the provisions of Army Regu~ 
lations. 

As you may have read in the press, some of those young men were 
led into this business. We cannot continue to ignore such actions. 
1Ve must treat them as soldiers; we cannot have a political club and 
call it an army. I regard these disturbing activities from outside 
the Army, gentlemen,· as sabotage of a dangerous character. I do 
not wish to be held responsible for the develo.rment of the Army 
under such conditions. We must enforce disciplinary measures to 
offset such influences, if the Army is to have any military value of 
dependability as an army. Without discipline an army is not only 
impotent, but it is a menace to the state. 

I do not want to see our young men victimized misled into un
soldierly conduct; I want to see them handled so that we can build 
up a SJ?lendid American Army. I cannot bear the burden of re
sponsibility of maintaining the discipline and morale of our Army in 
periods of uncertainty and a{Ptation such as is now going on. There 
is enough uncertainty at best m the military service, but today we have 
the additional legislative uncertainties, together with a broadcast of 
seeds of discontent. We ask you to reach a decision, to settle this 
matter, and leave us the opportunity to train and develop the Army 
for our national security. I realize the difficulties of your problem, 
but the logical solution, to my mind, is so unmistakable that I do not 
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see how sound, acceptable arguments can b~ ?eveloped against it, !lnle:'s 
you definitely detennine to change our mrhtary system and mamtam 
a large professional Anny. 

At the moment I do not think of anything else to say. I would 
be l(lad to answer your questions. 

The CHAIRMAN. General you made a statement with respect to the 
difficulties of transportatio~ or shipping facilities, and you were ~av
ing difficulties with that, due to the demands of the South Amer~can 
commercial trade. That occurs to me ns a .problem that hooks mto 
tl1e efforts of the Government of the United States to maintain proper 
relations with the South Ameriean republics, which, as I understand, 
at this time is a rather difficult problem also. Now, that confronts 
you in one way from time to time 1 

General MARSHALL. Yes, sir. 
The CHAIRMAN. I wish you would tell the committee just how far 

the members of the Army that are in the selectee list or under the 
Selective Service and Training Act have been infiltrated into the 
Regulnr Army, and how they are intertwined with each other in these 
various set-ups. 

General MARSHALL. The number varies in the different divisions, 
from a low in the First Division of 1 percent of selectees, up to the 
Seventh Division with 79 percent of selectees. There are only 9 
regular Infantry divisions--

The CHAIRMAN. Have those figures been given to the Senate com
mittee in .their hearings! 

General HAISLIP. Yes, sir. -
The CHAIRllrAN. Then I doubt if it is necessary to put them in this 

record. 
General MARSHALL. In the armored divisions, selectees vary from 

45 percent in the Second Armored Division, to 80 percent in the Fourth 
Armored Division. 

In the Second Cavalry Division, they are 61 percent; in the First 
Cavalry Division, 37 percent. 

The engineers have had a tremendous expansion because of the great 
increase of air forces and mechanized forces. Their expansion has 
been greater than 1,000 percent, so we find in engineer units as high as 
85 percent selectees. · 

In that connection1 in laboring with the possi)lilities of substituting 
an Army comm~~;nd m Iceland m place of Marmes, I found, when it 
came to the engmeers, there was no way I could meet the situation 
without virtually demolishing 10 to 12 umts in order to get 3-year men. 
Even then, I would have had a unit that was not trained at all as a 
team. It would have been very unwise to send to that critical point 
n group of men who have had no unit training. 

Apropos of this problem, the:e has been talk of a volunteer system 
or remedy. We have been gettmg volunteers as rapidly as we could 
and we have not rea~hed yet the _ll!lmber of 3-year men we need. Ou; 
most ~uccess~l. perrod of ~rurtmg was during the debates on the 
Selectrye Trml!mg and Semce _Act, which gave a great impetus to vol
unteer!ng; w)ule at the same time there was a tremendous recruiting 
cnmpmgn b~m. g conducted by the Adjutant General's Department. 

· Tim~ cnmpnrgu produced S?mewhere around 39,000 a month, but we 
~qmred a total of approxllllately 600,000. To date we have gotten 
4t6,000. 
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With reference to comments I made on the development of the .Army 
and the national-defense system, based on the logical manner which 
our laws now permit, it might be of interest to outline for you jrl'ntle
men our experience in the World War. You must recall that we were 
protected on the sea in a large measure, and even after we landed in 
France we were behind the armies of Great Britain and of France. 
We were provided with all of our materiel after we landed. ·we were 
not involved in shipping abroad g~·eat masses of ammunition, guns, 
and heavy equipment of all"kinds, but were provided with them on the 
other side of the water. The situation then was exactly the op_posite 
to what it would be now. I sailed with the first convoy. I received a 
telegram to report at the Pennsylvania Station in New York to meet 
my division commander. I had never heard of his division; I had 
never served with its commander. I happened to bl} in New York as 
aide to the general officer at Governors Island, so I was directed to 
meet the division commander at tl1e station, but for what purpose I 
then did not know. I met him and found that my desk at Governors 
Island was the only headquarters available for the next 18 hours. I 
discovered that we were going to France and that I had been assigned 
to the general staff of the division. The division commander did not 
even have tables of organization for his unit, which, I believe, were 
prepared by General Palmer, who is here today and who was then in 
the War Plans Section of the General Staff. 

Units began to arrive from various sections of the southern border. 
They were 80 percent recruits, who had received their weapons, in 
many instances, after they had gotten aboard the train. The trains 
were pulled into the Jersey Meadows and then moved to Hoboken 
where the men were herded aboard recently acquired fruit boats 
which had not at the time been fully prepared to be troop transports. 

We were being mobilized; we were being concentratlid; we were 
starting on an expedition 3,000 miles from home, and not lffitil we ar
rived in France did I ever see what our organization was. I remem
ber specifically reading about a trench mortar unit. I had never seen 
a trench mortar and yet here I was a general staff officer of the divi
sion which contained such an organization. 

General McNair, who is now the man. principally responsible for 
our present training program was another general staff officer of the 
division, and he and I labored at length with the divisional organiza
tion to see what it meant. W"e could not communicate with the other 
boats, because wireless was not permitted, to avoid the possibility of 
our being picked up by a submarine, so it was not lffitil we landed in 
France iliat we were able to find out what the other boats in the convoy 
had on them. 

We were especially interested in the trench mortar unit. Did they 
have weaponsi We wanted to make sure. We discovered that all 
they had was a typed table of organization, and a group of willing, 
courageous, untrained men. They had never seen the weapons, knew 
nothing about their employment, and there they were, 3,000 miles 
from home, in France, with 80 percent recruits in their ranks. That 
is the way we went to war in 1917. 

I have been fighting against the repetition of such an experience in 
the development of our present .Army. 

Later on we had to organize our .Army corps and our armies on the 
battlefield. I was in the middle of that picture, and I know what it 
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meant in terms of casualties. I saw 27 of our 29 divisions in action. I 
know just what our lack of preparation. ~st. The mel;Ilbers .of those 
divisions do not know because of the hmited sectors m which they 
were confined. Everybody did his best, showed high courage and 
American initiative, but we lost men in a way that never should have 
happened. Our strength and effort were dimmed by the fact we 
were compelled to do these things without the essential preliminary 
training which we are trying so hard to ~ve our Army today. 

It is so unfortunate, so unfair, that JUSt at a time when we are 
building an army I have to figl!t a problem of moral!~ fol;' which. I ~er
sonally am to be held responsible. I refer to the msprred agitatiOn 
that is going on among the troops. 

I may be expressing myself too forcibly, but I feel very deeply about 
the situation. I ~m responsible and must be held responsible. But, 1 
submit, we have the procedure already set out in the law, and we 
ought to follow it, and not dodge the issue. 

'!'he CHAIRMAN. Now, General it is being argued and carried in the 
press and in the Congress and elsewhere that Congress made a con
tract with the draftees to remain 12 months and then be sent back 
home. I would like to call your attention to subsection B of section 3 
of that net, which reads: 
Each man Inducted under the provisions of subsection (a) shall serve for .a 
training nnd service period of 12 consecutive months, unless sooner discharged, 
except that whenever Congress has declared that the national Interest Is Im
periled, such 12-month period may he extended by the President to such time as 
may be necessary In the Interests of national defense. 

Now I thought you stated, if I did not misunderstand you, you pre· 
ierred that Congress pursue the simple remedy of passing such a 
resolution, declaring that the national interests are imperiled, rather 
than to undertake to amend the act. Was that your suggestion? 

General MARsHALL. That is m;v suggestion. 
'l'he CHAIRMAN. I think I qmte agree with you on it, although I 

have not stated that as a final conclusion. 
General MARSHALL. I was going to make more than a mere sugges

tion because if the Congress attempts a patch-work procedure, it will 
probably do permanent, serious harm to the development of the Army. 
If you delay 3, or 4, or 5, or 6 months in finding a solution you are 
just postponing the problem. In reality, you are doin~ more than 
that because you are putting me in the very difficult position of trying 
to develop an army subject to all sorts of limitations, .agitations, and 
uncertainties. You gentlemen must admit that it is disturbing to 
have these q.ues~ions remain .lon~ in a state of uncertainty, of debate, 
and of pubhc r~nsrep~ntat10n m one way or another. 

I have received, qmte naturally, an extreme reaction since my 
biennial report was issued. Most of it followed the newspaper head
lines to the effect that I was recommending an A. E. F. for Europe. 
Nobody sug!!'lsted where I was going to get the necessary ship ton
nage f~r su~h an expedition. Appa~ently no one read the recom
mendati?~ m my report. I would like to read the classification of 
t~at mail mto the record. Of llllfavorable comments, I received 241. 
S1xty-t~ree came from New York State, and 53 of those from New 
York. City. T_wenty-fo'!r came from Illinois, and 20 of those from 
the city of ChiCago. Eighteen came from California, nine of them 
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from San Francisco, and eight from Los Ang;eles. Sixteen came from 
Pennsylvania, and 10 of the 16 were from tne city of Pittsburgh. 

A large number of those unfavorable communications were post 
cards couched very much in the same language. Certain of them 
came from specific districts. For example, quite evidently a large 
number of the post cards came from a particular little group in Brook
lyn, apparently of German stock. A large number came from the 
vicinity of Passaic, N. J. One hundred and seven of the unfavorable 
comments stressed the abrogation of a supposed contract or promise to 
which you have just referred, Mr. Chairman. Fifty-five, or 23 per
cent, were marked by extreme personal abuse or threats of violence 
against the President or the Chief of Staff. Twenty-one percent 
condemned the A. E. F., and another 10 percent were distinctly anti
British. 

In the opinion of those who analyzed the mail, the following points 
gave evidence of collusion: Frequent and exact duplication of ideas 
and themes. That was particularly true in the post-card campaign. 
Frequent duplication of phraseology, sometimes exact and sometimes 
slightly varied in terms, from the same locality. Frequent expressions 
over German signatures, of bund and Christian Front attitude. There 
;was a petition bearing 20 names obviously all written by three or four 
individuals. There were a number of instances where two or more 
letters were written by the same person and mailed from different 
post offices. 

These people labor under a confusion of information and opinions, 
correct and incorrect, as to what the terms of the law actually are 
and as to what, of course, the degree of the emergency is. 

It is, I think, out of the question for me to spread on the open record 
all of the facts in our knowledge. There are two general types of in
formation. One comes from a great many small Items that must be 
put together like a jigsaw puzzle which indicate with reasonable 
clearness, a general line of action which threatens our best interests. 
Then there are other items of information which are direct and com
plete in themselves and conclusive as to purpose. 

I am under pressure to inform the people, 11_t least to give our repre
sentatives in Congress this information. I believe, gentlemen, that 
such an exposure would be most unwise. 

The CHAmMAN. You may reserve those. 
I have received, quite naturally, an extreme reaction since my 

report, I believe, to the fact I thought such action on my part would 
be decidedly against the public interest. In the first place, there 
is the great risk of stirring up a violent reaction on the part of the . 
public. I referred to the fact that we had had several instances 
of that kind in our history. My hope is that we can meet the issue 
in a calm, businesslike manner. My purpose is solely the security 
of this hemisphere. I am interested in America and, because I am 
interested in Americal I am also interested in the British Fleet, to 
put it coldly and selnshly. I do not want to see us stumble into 
a line of action. I want to ·see this country take deliberately, and I 
hope wisely, the various precautions and measures that the Axis 
Powers hope we will not take. Their disappointment or discourage
ment is my desire. They are capitalizing on our debates and delays; 
they are capitalizing on the difficulties we are experiencing in crys-
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talizins- our Anny and our people into a un~e~ force and not a. 
collectiOn of differing ~;roups .. The:y are adv~rtismg our 'Yeaknes~es 
in a tremendous campaign of distortion and misrepresentation, which 
started 2 years ago, at least, an~ which no~ has reached a maxinmm 
of intensity in the Latin-American countries. . 

I want to see us proceed in the wisest way we can detennme upon 
and not have us stumble along, aimlessly, hoping against hope. In 
other words, I want to see us protect ourselves against errors of our 
own choosing. 

To me there is a wide difference between a national emergency 
and a state of war. A state of war does include a national emer
gency, but a national emer~;ency does not necessarily include a state 
of war. A frank recognition of the existence of a national em~r
gency gives us the authority to take the necessary measures, to fortify 
ourselves against trouble, to place ourselves in a position of such 
strength that our voice in this troubled world may possibly be deter-
mining. . 

The CHAm~rAN. General, I think as leader of the armed forces of 
the United States I should ask you one question, in order that you 
may be placed in a proper light before the public. 

As I remember it-and I think the hearings will disclose it-when 
you appeared before this committee last year to advocate the Selective 
Service and Training Act, you then urged and argued very vehemently 
to the committee that anything else than a 3-year training periou 
would perhaps be unwise, but you accepted the other as a compromise~ 

General MAnsiiALL. No, sir; I said I regarded 18 months as the 
minimum. 

The CHAIRMAN. That is right. 
Generalll:lAnsHALL. I went on to say that I would be willing to com

promise on 15 months but that we must have at least 12 months. I 
went from cold military reason to plain political expediency. I wanted 
the Selective Training and Service Act to pass and for that reason 
alone I was willing to compromise. 

The CHAIRMAN. I remember it very well now, since you recall it 
tome. 

General MARSHALL. Of course, there should be a well-understood 
proportion between the number of 3-year men and the number of 
selectees. What I am fearful of is a mandatory type of legislation 
that will tie our hands and force us into an inflexible procedure which 
is against efficiency or impracticable of administration. Allow me to 
illustrate what I mean. So~e months ago I directed that 50 percent 
of the Reserve offic_ers on actrye duty be released after completion of 
the 12 mon~h~' period of servrce. '\~h~~ we were trying to do, what 
General Haislip and the Personnel DI~Sion were urgently pressing us 
to do, was to rotate the officers on active duty so that we could bring 
in and train some 30,000 Reserve officers who had not yet been called 
to active duty. The commanders in the field are more or less opposed 
to that procedure. The strongest protest came from the head of the 
armored force, who wanted his percentage of turn-over decreased to 25 
percent, because of the special nature of his_ f?r.ce. I compromised on 
40 percent. I wanted! and the Pers?nnel DIVISI.on wanted, to bring in 
other Reserve officers 11_1 order to burld up a tramed reserve of officers. 
Such a phm also permitted us to attend to cases of hardship; it per-
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mitted us to systematize our selection and development of officers. It 
had the great advantage of being able to be carried out without de
stroying efficiency, because we did not have to meet deadline, like, for 
instance, the 2 years' foreign-service tours in the Philippines. We 
must ~et men back to this country before the expiration of the 2 years 
-or be m violation of the law. 

Exactly the same idea applies to the selectees. My report was dis
torted by assuming that I was proposing to increase the Army by 
900,000. I had no such idea. We do not want to increase the Army by 
900,000 at this time. We could not take that additional number at the 
present time because of lack of shelter; also, we must stabilize our 
-existing units in order that their training may be completed. We 
prefer to have our existing units reach as high a state of efficiency as 
possible, rather than to take them apart, spread them into a larger 
number, and start all over again. I had a similar J?roblem in the 
development of the armored force. We had two divisions almost a 
year old and two additional divisions or~anized just this spring. Our 
plans provided for two more this fall if the materiel could meet that 
schedule. Could we afford to draw cadres for these last divisions from 
the first two, or should we leave those two intact and untouched, and 
make the second two organized this spring assume the burden of the 
{].evelopment of the remaining two divisiOns¥ The answer should 
depend on the international situation and should not be compromised 
by some legal stipulation. 

We wish to pass the selectees out of the service as rapidly as we 
.can after they have completed their 12 months of service. 'Ve defi
nitely wish to take the older men out as rapidly as we can, and we 
think we can almost meet a dead-line with respect to them. We think 
we can release some of them ahead of time, both to our advantage, 
and also to theirs. We are settling hundreds of cases a month now of 
selectees who we are returning home before the comP.letion of 12· 
months' service, for a variety of reasons. You are familiar with the 
procedure. 'Vhen a case of hardship comes to our attention, it is 
sent to the local Red Cross chapter nearest the man's home. They 
make an investigation of the case, and also consult with the local 
induction board. A military review is made of the facts in the case, 
.and theW ar Department makes a decision in the matter. 

The units of our field forces have different priorities, depending 
upon probable tasks that have been assigned them and also depend
ing upon their location. In those divisions that are on a low prwrity 
-as to the possibility of use, we can proceed with speed in the replace
ment of selectees. In those divisiOns engaged on special work or 
located ·so that sea trunsportation is involved, we might be behind 
schedule. We want to be able to use our own judgment in applying 
a flexible rule. If we are compelled by law to meet a mandatory 
deadline we will be in a hopeless situation and will have to do many 
things actually against the public interest. There has been a good 
deal of talk at cross purposes. The very things that have been talked 

. about in opposition to this resolution are the very things that we want 
to do not as incidental to the immediate public demand but for our 
own purposes. We want to bring in new selectees, so it follows that 
we must release men in order to make room for them. 
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The same idea applies to the officers in the National Guard. We 
want to release, on the completion of 12 months' seryice, a nuiil:be! of 
those lieutenants in the National Guard who received commiSSions 
without adequate preparation. We can also relieve hardship cases 
among the otlicers of the guard. Those r~leas~d can be replaced by 
Reserve personnel; and by what we k!low IS gomg to be the perfectly 
splendid product of the officer candidate school. I have been told 
that the first group at the Infantry School is the finest looking lot of 
men ever assembled there. 

I c•m handle our men on a fair basis, but if you say "on September 
22 you must do this," then I say. that you maY. be _imperiling th~ na
tional interest. You must trust m my good faith, m our professional 
comon sense. I have tried to be very frank. The War Department 
has been scrupulous in its efforts to meet, as far as possible, the desires 
of Congress. Though encompasEed with too definite and too numer
ous laws, we have not tried circumlocution nor evasion. 

The CHAIRMAN. General, if I understand your position, it is simply 
this: That you are trying to build an armed force sufficient for the 
adequate and proper protection of the United States and the W estent 
Hemisphere ·band that unless this legislation is enacted you will have 
military pro lems arising that you cannot solve without it. 

Genernl MARSHALL. That is entirely correct, sir. 
The CHA1RMAN. Any questions, Mr. Thomason Y 
Mr. THOMASON. Just one or two. I should like for the reco~d1 

General, a few more figures. What is the approximate strength ot 
the Army today¥ 

General HAISLIP. One million four hundred thousand, approxi-
mately. 

Mr. THOMASON. How many of those are Regulars today¥ 
General HAISLIP. Four hundred and seventy-six thousand, sir. 
Mr. ':fHOMASON. How many National Guard¥ You can give just 

approximate figures. 
General HAISLIP. About 260,000. · 
Mr. THoMASON. How many selectees? 
General HAISLIP. About 600,000. 
Mr. Tno~IASON. How many Reserves¥ 
General HAISLIP. About 50,000 Reserve officers. 
Mr. THo~rAsoN. How many of the National Guard, selectees and 

Reserves would be affected, would be released, within the next few 
months if some legislation is not passed¥ 

Genernl MARSHALL. In the first place, I must have aboard boat by 
~ugust ~.the relief f?r a Na~ionnl Guard regiment of some 1,400 men 
m Hawan. That relief consists of a Remilar Army unit with about 45 
percent selectees in its ranks who will h:ve to be returned to the United 
Stntes, under present law, in about 4¥2 months. The unit in Hawaii 
~ho~tld be aboard ~l!iP ~y t)1e 15th of August in order to reach home 
m time for demobthz11hon m accordance with present law. 

1\Ir. THOMASON. How many Il_len are affected by that situation¥ 
General MARSHALL .. I am talkm~ now about the relieving regiment. 

Forty-five perc~n~ of Its strength w11l have to come back in 4¥2 months. 
As to the National Gunra regiment that must be relieved 1400 

!!len would have to be back in th~ United States by the 1st of Sept~mber 
m <_>rder to be ~hie t.o a~omphsh their demobilization by the end of 
the1r 12 months service m accordance with existing law. The same sit-
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uation exists in .Alaska and in the .Aleutians. We have there a regi
ment of National Guard coast artillery which must be back in the 
United States by the first of September. For its relief the only unit 
that has a proper degree of training, together with adequate equip
ment, is another National Guard regiment, and that regiment that 
should leave the United States about the 5th of .August must return to 
the United States about the end of December in accordance with 
·existing law. 

Mr. THOMASON. You are now referring to .Alaska~ 
General MARSHALL. I am referring to .Alaska. We have a National 

Guard regiment of Coast .Artillery in Trinidad. I am not familiar 
with the exact date on which it will complete its 12 months' training, 
but I think it is September 16. On that assumption, we will have to 
start to relieve it by the 18th of August. The relief unit will also 
carry selectees who will have to be returned. 

Mr. THOMASON. What is the situation in the Philippines, Panama, 
and Puerto Rico~ 

General MARsHALL. As to the Philippines, the garrison there is 
composed solely of 3-year men. There are a number of Reserve officers 
who are on acbve duty with their consent. As we can order a Reserve 
officer to active duty for 1 period of 12 months only, ·it would not 
be worthwhile to send him as far away as the Philippines. There is no 
particular problem at present in the Philippines, nor is there a problem 
m Panama. 

Mr. THoMASON. You need not testify along this line if you do not 
think it necessary, but I just want to find out if you are going to 
have anything left in these outlying possessions except skeleton or
ganizations, if the selectees and the National Guard go home at 
the end of 12 months. 

General MARSHALL. We are on a sound basis in the Philippines and 
·in Panama, and in Hawaii, with the exception of the National Guard 
unit I discussed. However1 I have had to find additional available 
units. I am due to send ade!itional men to .Alaska. I approved their 
going just the other day. 
· I have formed two regiments that I can send. They must be gotten 
there in the summer season, so I am sending units now that will have to 
be brought back in 6 months. 

Mr. THOMASON. In other words, practically all of your regiments 
are integrated and they are mixed up as between Regulars, selectees, 
and National Guard. 

General MARsHALL. Exactly that, and I am trying to get them all 
unified into one army. • 

Mr. THOMASON. As I understand it, you say that the men of 28 
years of age are going to be released as early as possible~ 

General MARSHALL. Yes, sir. I think we can do that with great 
promptness, too. 

Mr. THOMASON. What is the situation with regard to married men 1 
General MARsHALL. Very few of them were taken into the service 

in the first place. 
Mr. THoMAsoN . .And you expect to relieve all hardship cases. 
Generall\fARsHALL. Yes, sir. We are doing it to some extent now, 

but will give a broader application to our policy if the periods of 
service are extended. 

61280--41-2 
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Mr. THOMASON. Where the cases are meritorious! . 
General MAnsHALL. Yes, sir. We want to release certam men for 

still another reason so long as we are not in an actual state of war . 
.A man who is suffering a hardship by 11: contint1;ed absence from home, 
adversely affects all of those around htm. It lS better for morale to 
t·elease him. 

Mr. THOMASON. I observe the resolution says that Congress hereby 
expressly declares a national emergency exists to the extent and for 
the purpose only of authorizing the President to exercise the same 
authority he now has under the selective service law. 

It also confirms your statement that you do not haYe in mind any 
A. E. F., or anything in the world except adequate and necessary 
defense of the country. 

General MARSHALL. Yes, sir. 
The CHAIRMAN. May I interrupt therel if the gentleman would 

yield to me, to say that this resolution winch I introduced yesterday 
ts an exact duplicate of the one introduced in the Senate with the 
exception of the words just quoted by Mr. Thomason, "to the extent and 
for the purpose only." 

General MARSHALL. I would like to have General Haislip make a 
tentative answer to that. 

General HAISLIP. Mr. Chairman, we have made a very hasty study 
of the resolution this morning, and we feel that it will not accomplish 
our current objectives. In the first place, it will not authorize the 
holding nor the calling of the National Guard of the United States 
in service. And then, secondly, it is probably insufficient to authorize 
the holding of the selectees because it does not declare that the 
national interest is imperiled, which is the condition set out in the 
Selective Training and Service Act. 

The CHAIRMAN. This resolution was introduced hurriedly. The 
committee will draft its own form, before it gets through with it, 
based u~on all the testimony that we get. And we are glad to have 
that testtmony. 

!IIr. ANDREWS. Mr. Chairman, I move that the committee go into 
executive session for such questions as any members of the com
mittee may wish to ask the general. 

The CHAIRMAN. Without objection, the Chair will order that the 
committee go into executive session. 

(There was no objection.) 
(Before the executive session was called to order, the following 

occurred:) 
Mr. CLAsoN. I think we ought to go ahead and let the ueneral 

ans~ver such questions as he can answer without going into e:ecutive 
sesswn. 

The CHADW:AN. The Chair has already directed that everyone leave 
but Members of Congress and Army officers . 
. Mr .. CLAsoN. The pub!ic apparently has a one-sided pictur-e of the 

sttua~ton, and any questions asked now, even though they are proper 
questions, cannot be brought to the attention of the public. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair already thinks, Mr. Clason, that the 
general has already told some things that ought not to have been 
told. 

Mr. CLASON. That is up to the general. 
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The CHAIRMAN. I understand that, but the Chair disagrees with 
the gentleman. The public will please retire. That does not apply 
to Members of Congress and Army officers. 

(Whereupon the committee went into executive session.) 
The CHAIRMAN. We will hear next Mr. Grenville Clark, of New 

York. 
Mr. Clark, will you state whom you represent and your associa

tion, and then proceed with your statement with respect to this reso· 
lution ¥ 

(The following testimony of the witness, Gen. George C. Marshall, 
was heard in executive session:) 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

The CHAIRMAN. Mr. Thomason, had you finished questioning the 
General¥ 

Mr. THOMASON. I want to ask one other question. Then, as I 
understand it, you say to this committee as Chief of Staff of the 
United States Army that you do not think, but that you know, from 
information that perhaps you cannot divulge to anybody-at least 
some of it-that the national interest is imperiled and that some 
.sort of legislation of this character is necessary¥ 

General MARsHALL. Emphatically so, sir. 
Mr. THOMASON. You do feel certain that the national interest is 

imperiled, and that this legislation is necessary t 
General MARSHALL. Yes, sir. 
Mr. THOMASON. Would you like to elaborate further as to troop 

movements or troop integration, whether on the record or off the 
xecord¥ 

In other words, all of us want to know the necessity for this and 
the reasons for it. · 

General MARSHALL. In a discussion off the record, I mentioned 
a comparatively small number of troops in connection with reserve 
_garrisons. I used the example of a couple of re~iments. 

Mr. KILDAY. I made that suggestion, and that IS why I wanted 
to get the rest of that story for the record, if you think it proper. 

General MARSHALL. I also stated that there is a considerable num
ber of troops that must be sent to Alaska, and the commander on 
the west coast is trying to get them off right now. The situation 
demands it and I have ordered him to send them. We think \ve can 
modify or fix up the existing shelter sufficiently to provide for them. 
:But I had to put a stay of execution on several regiments because 
the only suitable units that are available must be demobilized in Sep
tember and October. I still have to provide the garrisons, so I 
must wait for the decision here. I have told General De Witt to go 
ahead with his other shipments. He wants to get them into their 
stations in time for the men to establish themselves, in a pretty harsh 
(l!imate, before the cold of the early falL 

I have already referred to the fact that a number of men are due 
to go to Trinidad. The War Department wants to send them within 
the next 10 days, because the tonnage happens to be available at the 
moment.. I think the number is about 6,000 for Trinidad. 
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None of those units can be sent without our being involved in the 
complication of existing le!!allimitations. . . . 

We have men to go to :&ewfoundlnnd. We are only watting until 
the shelter there is a little further advanced. Then we must rush. them 
up ahead of ~old we~th_er .. They ought to be there now. ~gam we 
are involved m the hmttatwns of the law. The same cond1t10n ap
plies to a number of the other bases. 

(Discussion off the record.~ . 
Oeneral MARSHALL. I stil have the problem of the rehef of the 

Marines in Iceland. I must not go into the matter '!f strength. ·~he 
Uerman secret service is endeavoring to determme the Enghsh 
strengths there and I must not advertise it here. 

Mr. FADDIS. henernl, I notice in your re{lort, you make t;t statement 
to this effect, that you believe the material phase of th1s program 
is much better understood than the personnel phase. 

Uenernl MARSHALL. Yes, sir. 
1\lr. FADDIS. Thnt is, of _course, very- dangerous in thi~ countr:y:. I 

believe that the people wtll become firmly entrenched m the view
point that we can meet this ~ituation merely by nn outpu~ of materiel. 
And if we do as you would hke to have them under the Circumstances, 
it would certainly increase the appreciation of the people of the 
United States in the personnel phase of the situation. 

Geneml MARSHALL. Yes, sir. 
Mr. FADDIS. Furthermore, I notice in your report-
General MARSHALL. May I add to that Y 
Mr. FADDIS. Surely. 
General MARSHALL. One of the great difficulties we labor under 

is that the public does not understand that materiel is worthless un
les.' there is a highly trained personnel to operate it. People do not 
see the difference between a force in France in 1918, in a stabilized 
rector, and the fast-moving team which mechanization and air rendel" 
necessary, and which require far more training, far more develop
ment, than the slow-moving tactics of the old World War. They do 
not recognize what an Army corps is, nor what a tremendously com
plicated agency it is; how much territory it covers, nor the diffi
culties under which it operates. 

The difference in our problem as compared to that of the Navy, 
for example, is this: Only a team can fight a ship nnd it requires 
much technical preparation to develop that team, both as to the indi
vidual's knowledge of his job, and as to coordination among th~ 
members of the team. The team has to be so developed that de
spite the shock of battle, explosions, and so forth, it will continue 
to function according t(l a prescribed procedure. However nobodv 
runs from a ship, because there is no place to run and hidi~g in th~ 
hull is of no advanta~. The ship is full of buttons and fixed 
gadgt-ts that the electrical companies have built into them. And, 
1\lr. Faddis, I think you will agree with me, that you never saw :i 
button on a battlefield. There communications are not welded or 
built into· the structure. They are scattered over the face of the 
earth. Your first alim{lse of a. modern battlefield would be when 
you plu!'ge forwnJ on It. You do no~ se.e the artipery unit th~t !s 
supportmg you. You may never see It m your hfetrme, yet 1t 18 
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the unit that has to pour down the artillery fire at the place and 
the time you need it. 

There is an added complication, in complete contrast to the naval 
problem. A hostile vessel will lie somewhere between the horizon 
and your ship, and you fire directly at it. We have the problem of 
practically never seeing our target straight to the front, because as 
far as possible the machine guns and the other weapons fire from 
enfilade, and are behind the hill or cover to your front. AU of 
which presents a tremendously difficult problem and all of which 
requires a tremendous development of technique and the highest 
standard of discipline. Our men must be hardened and trained 
until they will respond to orders to do what they think is not humanly 
possible to do. 

We have had some tragic examples in our history of good men, 
sound men, being involved in humiliating reactions on the battle
field and the very same men performing magnificently at a later 
date, when they had been thoroughly organized and trained. We 
had such situations in the Civil War. Iri fact, most of the Union 
army ran into the arms of Congress I think after the first Battle 
of Bull Run. And yet later on those same men did some of the 
heaviest fighting and took the heaviest punishment in the history 
of the world. But it took years to develop that state of discipline. 

The personnel phase, as you say, has been dwarfed by the material 
phase. The public interest has been focused on statistics, on huge 
sums in billions, and in debates as to whether the schedules are all 
that they should be, as to whether the weapon is the right type 
or not. 

Mr. FADDIS. Do you not believe the reason for that is this, that 
they are guilty of exactly what they accuse the War Department 
of being guilty of, all the time, in that they are always thinking 
of the next war in terms of the last war. · 

General MARsHALL. Yes, sir. 
Mr. FADDIS. The public has its mind fashioned on the World War 

and the systems and methods used in the World War. The public 
in general has failed to grasp the idea that warfare today is geared 
to the spirit of the times, the machine age. 

General MARsHALL. Yes, sir. 
Mr. FADDIS. Further along that thought, I gather that the actual 

training program has been badly broken into because it has been 
necessary to reach into the various outfits you had when it started, and 
take out valuable personnel and transfer them around to the new 
increments as they came in, and that it has been necessary as to many 
of these units to break them up and make them into units of a differ
ent character because of the change in the methods of warfare. 

For instance, I see in your report where you broke up 17 cavalry 
divisions, I believe it was 1 • 

General MARSHALL. Four cavalry divisions. 
Mr. FADDIS. Seventeen cavalry regiments, I believe. 
General MARSHALL. Yes, sir. 
Mr. FADDIS. And you made them into mechanized cavalry and 

tank units and field artillery, and so forth. So that has interfered 
with the training program up to this point. And because of the 
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necessity of this reorganization and because o:f th~ ~ecessity of reach
ing in and getting valuable officers a~d. noncomnnsswned officers, and 
tmnsferring them around, our trammg program really has not 
reached the state of efficiency that it might have if that had not been 
necessary. · . 

General MARSHALL. Yes, sir; that is correct. The N a~wna~ Guard 
infantry divisions were kept as clear of changes as possible !-IJ or~er
to give them a :full opportunity for development. The spemal u.mts 
t.hnt you refer to were converted into corps cavalry, half mechamzed: 
and half horse units, and also into antiaircraft units. All Regular 
units had to provi~e cadre after cadre for the devel!!P!Dent of new 
units or for the settmg up of the great replacement trammg cen!e~s
all of which interfered very seriously with the program of trammg. 
'Ve are just now coming out of the woods. 

Mr. FADDIS. That is nil. 
1\Ir. ARF.NDS. How large an army do you think it is necessary to 

have to defend the Western Hemisphere¥ 
General 1\IAI<SHAI..L. Under present conditions, over and above the 

152,000 additional men for the Air Corps already provided for, we 
need about 150,000 more men. Specifically, we do not want to create 
additional divisions at the present time. We wish to avoid that, if 
it. is possible to do so. We want to improve the quality of the divi
sions we now have. 'Ve want to establish one basically sound force. 
It mny be that later on, if the situation becomes more serious, we 
will have to add additional divisions. But we would do that in the 
rear of our present force, which we now have well on the wa,y to 
dependable efficiency and without breaking up present units. 

The additional 150,000 men are needed to restore to units men 
taken away in order to provide signal, engineer, antitank, and other 
specinlumts that we need but for which we have had no authoriza
tion. Also we need men to repla,ce those taken out of divisions to 
garrison the leased bases for which no men had been provided. 

If the situation develops into actual operations there would be a 
number of units that would have to be hastily created, such as port 
units, military police companies, engineers, and elements of that sort. 
But as mutters stand now, we do not want to increa,se the present 
number of divisions of the continental Ar-my, except for the Armored 
Force. 

1\Ir. ARENDS. In other words, a million and a, half or a million six 
hundred thousand more would be sufficient. 

General MARSHALL. About a million seven hundred thousand. 
There lmve been proposals that we take on 900,000 selectees in addi
tion to those that we wish to hold in ser-vice. We do not want to do 
that. It~ the first. place, we have not the shelter. In the second place, 
such an mcrease IS not needed at the moment. We will want to in
duct as many of the authorized 900,000 as we need, but we will want 
to exchange them for others that we will release from active service 
nnd send back home. 

Mr. AnENJ?S. In otlu:r wor~s, if t]1ese selectees remain in for a longer 
length of tune, the mductton wtll be slowed up with these new 
selectees I 

General JI.LmsHALL: It will be slowed no more than is necessa,ry. 
We have gone ahead m J.uly and August to. an overstrength in order 
to le\·el off the numbers m our 3-month training centers. 
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:Mr . .ARENDS. Following up Mr. Thomason's inquiry, could we pos
sibly get a. list of the number of selectees going out over the period 
of the next 6 months beginning September 1¥ 

Genera.! MARSHALL. We ha.ve data. here that shows the numbers 
inducted each month to include June 1941. The 12-month period of 
tra.ining and service will naturally be finished 1 yea.r later. 

{The statement referred to is as follows:) · 

Memoo·an<M•m-Inauction ot selectees bV month 

November to December·---------------------------------------------- 19, 327 
JanuarY----------------------------------------------------------- 73,633 
FebruarY----------------------------------------------------------- 90,23U 
March-------------------------------------------------------------- 153,4a7 
ilprll-------------------------~-------~---------------------------- 124,982 
]anY--------------------------------------------------------------- 62,456 June _____________________ c ________________________ ~---------------- 79,522 

TotaL-------------------------------------------------------- 603,595 
Mr . .ARENDS. Just one other thought I had in mind. I can see from 

your standpoint the desirability of a declaration of a national emer
gency. But I think it goes even a little further than the Army. I 
think the national emergency goes pretty wide, probably beyond the 
Army. 

General MARSHALL. There is now a national emergency in regard 
to everything but the military forces. The President has declared 
an unlimited emergency, but this does not affect the Army and Navy. 

Mr . .ARENDS. But not declared by Congress. 
General MARSHALL. No, sir. 
Mr. ARENDS. I think there is a great difference between that and a 

national emergency declared by Congress. That is all. 
Mr. CLAsoN. General, I would like to ask you this. How many men 

would you expect to ha.ve in all branches of the Army by July 1, 1942, 
under your present plan! 

General MARsHALL. About 1,700,000. 
Mr. CLAsoN. Then, on the theory either you are not going to keep 

these selectees in very long, whom you now have in-that is, much 
longer than 1 year's service, or else you are not going to induct many 
new men. 

General MARsHALL. We are not going to keep the pre..oent selectees, 
all of them, for an indefinite period. We a.re going to bring in as 
many new men as are needed to replace the ones we release. 

Mr. Clason, what I am trying to avoid is a fixed rule which cannot 
be applied without damage to the Army. 

Mr. CLAsoN. Following your theory, then, certain inductees, if 
they happen to be unfortunate enough to get into certain regiments, 
may be held on for 2 years, while others, who were brought in a.t the 
same time, and are equally needing the training, are likely to get out 
at the end of 12 months! 

General }!ARSHALL. Even a. young man at isolated Dutch Harbor 
would not be held for such a. long period as you mention. 

Mr. CLAsoN. I thought :your idea. was that you want to keep up 
the regiments, filled to their enlisted strength, by using the selectees 
and keeping them there! 

General ?I!ARsHALL. We have already filled them up to full strength 
with selectees. 
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Mr. CLASON. You wish to keep those men in those particular regi
ments1 

General MARSHALL. Not indefinitely, but we should not be. com-
pelled to release them at. the end of 12 mo~ths. The~e is ~ regu~ent 
in a division in Texas, we will say; for wluch there IS .no Immedmte 
prospect of special employment. It would be very simple to meet 
that problem.· A certain percentage per month could be released and 
they would be replaced by others coming from the training centers, 
men of the new 900,000 authorized under the terms of the Selective 
Training and Service Act. 

Mr. CLAsoN. On the other hand, you keer Regular troops in the 
Philippines and in Hawaii and in Panama Canal Zone except for a 
number possibly less than 4,500. If that is true, and those places 
are all built up and well-established fortifications, it seems to me, that 
if they need the presence of Rep:ular troops, certainly the Army which 
is going into Iceland or going into Brazil, ought to be made up only 
of Regulars, well trained, and not men who are merely inductees, who 
have had from 3 to 6 months of training. 

General MARSHALL.· How are you j!:Oing to get the Re~lars 1 
Mr. CLASON. As I understand, under the records which were before 

this committee the last time we had hearings, you can get approxi
mately 35,000 new enlistments every month. 

General 1\IARAHALL. I said the largest number we ever received was 
from July to September 1940, under the impetus of the selective
service debates, and under the 11:reatest recruiting campaign we had 
ever undertaken, and that number averaged about 39,000 a month. 
Men are going out all the time at the end of their service so that 
the number of enlistments does not represent the net gain. 

Mr. CLAsoN. Surely. 
General MARSHALL. So while we are enlisting 39,000, we are losing 

somewhere around 9,000. In other words, the net would be 30,000 
and we actually have requirements for 600,000 3-year men. 

Mr. CLAsoN. Where are you going to put those 600,000 men out
side of continentul United States i It would take only a very small 
fraction of the number that would go to Iceland or to Brazil, unless 
you are thinking about an expeditionary force. 

General MARSHALL. Mr. Clason, we have our numerous bases and 
our regular overseas garrisons and we have got to maintain a con
tinental army. I must not transfer from our home forces all of the 
experienced soldiers, the 3-year men. 

I ha~e to provide 3-year men ~or the huge Air Corps, which is 
struggling to_ get such volunteers right now, even though it is a very 
popt!lar serviCB; . Your scheme, I think, means attempting an im
posstble l?roposition. 

The Air Corps must have 75 percent 3-year men. The Armored 
Force has to have a substan~ial nucleus of 3-year men . 
. Then there are other reqmrements. Each of the triangular divi

siOns must have a nucleus of 3-year men. The National Guard divi
sions m!tst have a similar, dependable corps or nucleus of 3-year men. 
Otherwise, ~~ would have merely a training school, instead of an 
army. Trammg schools are necessary, but there must be an army 
too. ' 
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Then there are the outside or overseas considerations;. the Philip
pines, Hawaii, and Panama. Those garrisons require 3-Y.ear men. 
· The conditions and requirements add up to an imposs1ble prob
lem for solution on a volunteer basis. .And besides, please keep this 
in mind. Volunteering is an uncertain proposition, and we are not 
in a speculative situatiOn. We are preparing to stand off a highly 
professional crew. We must know within reasonable limits what 
we are to have in men. 

Mr. CLASON. Since September of last year, has any attempt been 
made, any real attempt, to secure as many voluntary enlistments for 
3-year terms as the Army could get¥ 

General HAISLIP. Yes, sir. We have been trying to get up to a 
strength of 500,000 3-year men and have not gotten it yet. 

We have 476,000 3-year men in the Army now. 
General MARSHALL. And we must have a minimum of what¥ 
General HAisLIP. About 640,000. 

. General MARSHALL. That is the very minimum we must have, and 
we are working towards that. 

Mr. CLAsoN. General, if I understood the statements made by 
officers in the Army, about selectees and the National Guard, ap
parently many of them are anxious to remain beyond the 12 months' 
time. Has any attempt been made to ascertain if that is so? 

General MARSHALL. Mr. Clason, such an action would involve the 
question of a national vote, as it were. We must not use political 
methods within the Army. They are highly desirable for a democ
racy, but not for an army. That sort of thing is goin~ on now an,I 
is wrecking morale. All sorts of agencies are workmg upon the 
individual soldier to stir up dissension. No such army can be de
pended on to defend America. 

Mr. CLASON. How many troops do you need in Iceland, for 
instance¥ 

General MARSHALL. I must not tell you that. 
Mr. CLAsoN. How many do you expect to have in the bases you 

secured from the British~ 
General MARsHALL. I do not want to give out that information, 

sir. We have 125,000 men on foreign service at the present timP., 
and there must be a further increase. 

Mr. CLASON. Do you think it is fair or proper to send selectees 
with only a few weeks' or months' training mto Iceland, where they 
might be involved in war, since they are in contact with the enemy? 

General MARSHALL, No, sir; I do not think it is fair or proper to 
do so and I think it is most unfair to the War Department to put 
it in the position of either doing it or failing to prov1de the necessary 
security. I am resisting such action because we cannot afford to 
send men to such distant localities and then have to bring them back 
by boat a few weeks or months later. 

Mr. CLAsoN. Well, you would send Regulars there? 
General MARsHALL. Mr. Clason, I am trying to get a unified armv 

and you are trying to have a collection of classified groups. · 
Mr. CLAsoN. No; I am wondering why a year ago, when the ques

"tion was brought up, you did not get a Regular Army of as many 3-
;vear enlistments as possible at that time, when they were coming 
mto it¥ 
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General MAUSHALL. Well, we did, but the minute the sel~ctive-service 
debates ceased enlistments went down. We cannot _build up .large 
forces on a vol~nteer basis. Our history proves conclus1vely the waste
fulness of such a procedure. 

Mr. CoSTELLO. General, do not you thin~ a l?t o~ t~ose men who 
might otherwise go into the Army are gettmg JObs m ~;Ddustry~ 

General MAnsHALL. You have brought up a :'e:y ser1ous. probl~m. 
'Ve are not at war and the men in the Army are g1vm~ us the1r serv1ces 
for small pay, not small in terms of soldiers' pay m other parts of 
the world but very small in terms of the wages now being received by 
other men in industry. 

One serious consideration pertains to the possible future of the 
National Guard. We have had to make up our plans for the return 
of the National Guard at the end of 12 months, because of that require
ment in the law. What happens when a National Guard division 
goes home~ It returns to its State status and becomes a State unit 
under the Governor; it ceases to be in the Army of the United States. 

The Federal Government has a contractual relationship with the 
guard under which it provides regulations for its training, its type 
of orgnnization, its arms, its uniforms, its equipment, and the pay 
of its members for certain prescribed drills, and camps. 

The guardsman himself is at perfect liberty to go beyond the boun
daries of the State. Take, for example, a division recruited largely 
1rom a fnrmn.· ·••>trict. When it returns to its home district the 
men will disperse toward the jobs at high pay which are to be found 
in the industrial centers. That division will be washed out, and 
will cease to have a value as a military asset. 

The very fact that this is a great industrial program introduces a 
complicnted situation in the development of an army while we are 
still on a peace basis. 

Mr. CLAsoN. I thought the argument or the reason why we do 
not have more volunteers was that the trouble is not on account 
of our national interests being imperiled from abroad but due to 
a change in economic conditions, which is an important' one. 

G'!lleral M,~RSHALL. I do not agree on that, sir. From my point 
of vmw, tlmt 1s not a correct statement of the cause. 

Mr. CLAsoN. Before the Senate you testified as I understand it 
on page 9 o! thi~ report of the l~earings of July 9, 1941. You wer~ 
asked queshons m regard to tlus volunteering for service of those 
3-year men, and you said: 

Y(>S; we figure nt the preseout time and under present conditions that we 
s~ould have n minimum of approximately 640,000 3-year volunteers. How
e\:er, ns we occupy the Atlantic bases and increase our overseas garrisons this 
figure wlll hnve to be increased progressiYely to approximately 800,000. 

Then the question was asked: 
Did I umlerstund you to sur 3·yenr ¥o1nnteers? 
Your reply was: 
Yes; we should hu,·e n minimum of nppro::dmnte1v 640,000 3-yenr men at 

the present time. • • • \Ve now have 476,000. · 

Now, a~ I undel'S.tand that statement, it is not your intention to 
use these mductees m connection with the overseas buses but to US\l 
3-year volunteer men, whom you plan to "'et and use 'them when 
those bases are developed? 0 

' 
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General HAisLIP. That statement was made under the assumption 
that the selectees would go home at the end of 12 months, and that 
they could, therefore, not be used there. If the selectee stays in 
he will be sent wherever needed, because, to all intents and purposes, 
all the men will be on the same basis. 

Mr. CLAsoN. Then do I understand from your statement, General 
Haislip, your idea is to consider now these inductees, if this resolution 
goes through, as being in the position of 3-year service men f 

General HAISLIP. Yes; but only in that they will not have to go 
out on a particular date and will then become part of one Army, 
which is what the Chief of Staff is trying to get. He is trying to 
get all of his troops on the same basis; then they can be used inter
changeably for any mission that happens to come. 

I might say, generally, the whole idea is to maintain and continue 
the Selective Training and Service Act by training men, releasing 
them1 and building up a trained reserve. No one has the idea of 
freezmg the Army as it is now, but the idea is to release men under 
a flexible system without destroying the efficiency of our present 
forces. 

Mr. CLASON. With reference to this 800,000 figure, the 800,000 
Regulars were going to be secured with this Selective Service Act 
remaining in effect, were they not¥ 

General MARsHALL. I do not think that we could possibly get them. 
Mr. CLASON. What effort is being made to secure them at the present 

time, as compared with what was done a year ago between August 
and September¥ 

General HAISLIP. Colonel Stout, will you answer that question f 
Colonel STOUT. To get 3-year men in the Army, the Adjutant 

General put on a very intensive recruiting campaign. He tried radio 
broadcasts, paid advertising, and everything else. In addition to that, 
there had been much discussion in Congress and in the papers about 
selective service and many men were trying their best to get into the 
service of their own volition, instead of waiting to be drafted. The 
recruiting went up in July to 32,000 men, and on up to 43,000 men 
in October. In November it went down to 24,000, and at that time 
we also took them in for 1 year-anything, to get them in. 

In November, when we took in our first selectees, the recruiting 
dropped clown to 23,000 or 24,000, and it has averaged about 18,000 
to 20,000 since then-because of 2 reasons, primarily: The big pres
sure of getting in first, which all Americans want to do, was off; 
the Selective Service Act was Ia w and, as they were subject to induc
tion, they waited for that. There was no incentive to volunteer. 
Another thing was the high rates of pay that were being paid in 
industry on the outside. And the whole histo17 of recruiting has been 
that the higher the rates of pay on the outSide, the harder it is to 
get recruits and the poorer the quality of the recruits. I imagine if 
we made a graph of the recruitmg records and a graph of the pay 
rates, we would find that when the one went up, the other went 
down exactly in proportion. 

Mr. S11rrrn. General, if the national interests were not imperiled, 
it would be all right to let them go out¥ · 

General MARSHALL. Yes, sir. 
Mr. SlllrrH. If the law states it is imperiled, you could plan on that; 

if the national interest is not imperiled, you could plan on thaH 
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General MARSHALL. Yes, sir. . . · 
Mr. SMITH. And if the national interests were not rmperiled, then 

they could be replaced¥ 
General MARsHALL. Yes, sir. . 
(The committee thereupon took a recess unhl2 p.m.) 

AFl'ERNOON SESSION 

The committee resumed in executive session, at 2 p. m., Hon. An-
drew J. May (chairman) presiding. 

The CHAmMAN. The committee will be in order. 
Mr. Clason, you may proceed. 
Mr. CLASON. General Marshall, do you make any distrinction be

tween the need for the National Guard and for the selectees? 
General MARsHALL. No, sir. . 
Mr. CLASON. You think one is just as essential to keep in the service 

as the other¥ 
General 1\fARsHALL. Yes, sir. 
1\Ir. CLAsoN. The National Guard apparently, according to Y<?Ul" 

report, on page 8, was particularly nec':ssa~y in order to . p~·ovide 
what really amounts to a skeleton orgamzatwn for the trammg of 
ths electees ¥ . 

General MARSHALL. Yes, sir. 
Mr. CLASON. I understood this morning that you felt that the selec

tees might be allowed to leave the service very shortly after the 12-
month period. 

General MAns HALL. Yes, sir. 
llfr. CLAsoN. Wouldyou expect the same of the National Guard? 
General MARsHALL. Generally, as to individuals, but not as to units, 

sir. 
Mr. CLASoN. How about the selectees? They are not units, are 

they¥ · 
General MARSHALL. They are individuals. 
Mr. CLASON. They are individuals. 
General MARSHALL. I am speaking about the organizations of the 

National Guard-regiments, brigades, and divisions. When I speak 
of selectees, I am talking about individuals. And I would like to 
sa~, also, Mr. Clason, that when I spoke about the National Guard 
bemg necessary for the training of the selectees, I was talking about 
it in that light because at that time we had no replacement training 
centers nor did we have the personnel to create them. Replacement 
training centers had to be officered by Reserve officers, and they hail 
to be trained in order to be able to function. We utterly lacked the 
necessary amounts of materiel for the centers. That materiel ex
isted in the hands of the National Guard. The officer force and the 
noncommissioned officer force were present in the National Guard. 
So, as a plan for the p_rompt buildil:lg up of the Army, not for its 
deve_lopment over ~ periOd of ~ears, It was essential from that point 
of v\ew alone to ~tlhze the NatiOnal Guard by bringing it into active 
servic.;. O~erwise, we would have had to emasculate it by taking 
nwny 1ts eqmpment, and. p_sychologically, destroying it. 

Ho.wever, we needed their regiments and divisions. We had been 
workmg on them for 20 years, trying to build up tl1eir efficiency, 
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trying to train staffs. I personally worked with division and brigade 
staffs and with the divistons generally of the National Guard. That 
had been part of my duties during the period of 20 years following 
the World War. It seemed to me, aside from the fact that it was 
not in accordance with the national policy-it seemed to me out of 
the question to abandon all of that development when we needed 
an armed force as quickly as we could get it. 
If you recall, in the early summer, when the National Guard issue 

first came up, I spoke to you gentlemen specifically about our urgent 
desire to bring in a first increment of 4 divisions, and I think 25 
separate regiments, antiaircraft and coast artillery. We wanted to 
put them in summer camps the 1st of July; we wanted to get them 
started on a schedule of intensive training because in case of an 
emergency we would have needed them urgently for specific assign· 
ments. 

I would have you keep in mind also that, at that time, we did not 
know whether or not the British Empire would be in existence at 
the end of the next 6 weeks or 2 months and whether or not we 
would find ourselves with the Atlantic completely open to naval 
forces hostile to our interests. 

All of those things came into the picture at that particular time
training possibilities, materiel, the necessity for having units avail
able for specific purposes. · 

I recall saying then that we wanted to develop deliberately, and, 
again to use the phrase that I have used too much, we wanted to do 
things in a businesslike fashion. 

We wanted to start with a modest increment. We did not want 
to bring all the guarir in at once. We have never wanted to do that. 

Now, today, we do not want to let them all go out at once. I am not 
now speaking solely of the National Guard organizations. If the 
National Guard is "sent home now, it is automatically necessary to 
create new units, and if that decision is made, it will change our 
military policy. It will eliminate the National Guard from further 
serious consideration as a factor in the national defense. It will 
have to be placed in a much lower category for the immediate defense 
of this country, and it would be necessary to maintain large forces of 
some other kind. · 

1Nhether that other force is composed of some units of 3-year men, 
some units of 50 percent 3-year men, and other units of 25 percent 
3-year men, depending on the degree of readiness necessary, the 
organization of such a force would constitute a new national policy. 
You would be nullifying the National Defense Act of 1920. The 
Selective Training and Service Act is merely an amplification of the 
National Defense Act-a system that was wanted at the time of its 
passage, but which could not be voted. These are the reasons we 
are not considering at the present time the sending home of National 
Guard organizations. 

The selectee should enter the ranks of the National Guard exactly 
as he goes into the ranks of the Regular Army, from the replacement 
~raining center, after the completion of 3 months of individual train
mg. 

Once he is with his unit in the present situation, hid period of service 
should depend on developments. If there is a prolonged period of 
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uncertainty, such as we now .have,. we wish to c01~tinue the rotat~on of 
the selectees as far as possible, m ord~r to brmg new men m for 
training-. The longer we freeze the men m the ranks of the Army the 
more difficult it will be to maintain their morale, unless real trouble 
start~. Then morale takes care of itself. 

I would like to read an extract from my testimony before the 
Senate committee on July 17, which has not yet been printed. Is that 
ag1·eeable to you, Mr. Clason! 

The CHAIRMAN. Go right ahead, General. 
·General MARSHALL (reading) : 
The President has deemed It expedient to declare an unlimited emergenoy con· 

cernfng civil functions and the War Department, and I personally, now believe 
it to be urgently necessary In the public interest for Congress to declnre the 
existence of a national emergency. 

In answer to a question of Senator Austin's, I made this reply: 
Senator Austin, on questions of legislative strategy, I am a layman, a novice. 

On the urgency of the situation, however, I do not regard myself as a layman nor 
as a novice, but rather as a highly responsible military agent of the government. 

There Is no doubt In ml' mind whatsoever about the existence of an emet·gency. 

The declaration of an emergency does not create it. An emergency 
exists whether or not the Congress declares it. 1 am asking you to 
recognize the fact-the fact that the hationa1 interest is imperiled and 
that an emergency exists. I am not asking you to manufacture a fact. 

Because an emergency exists it is necessary that authority be 
granted to hold National Guard units, Reserves, and selectees in the 
service beyond 12 months. The emer15ency creates this necessity. 
\Vhnt form of stntute you enact is unnnportant so long as it au
thorizes that which the national interest requires. That i')_ the crea
tion and maintenance of a strong, ready armed force. une which 
can respond to whatever may be required. Not a force, ·fettered by 
inela.stic rules. And, if I may say so, rules do not recognize emer
g~ncies, nor do emergencies permit the existence of hampering rules . 
. 1\Ir. ~LASON. It seems to me-and .I was wondering what your posi

~1011 m1g~•t. be-that the. Congress mii;!ht well consider the two groups 
111 two different resolutions, because It seems to me that the National 
Guard is in ~n entir~ly d!ffere11:t position from the position of the 
selectees. It IS contamed m a different law contained in a different 
wording, and with an entirely different background. One is by 
nature a voluntary group, the National Guard; the other is a drafted 
group. 

Do you not fee~ tlu~t that wou~d. be a better \Yay; and that the two 
types of men are m different positions! · · 

General 1\IARSHALL. Practically all of the National Guard units 
!Hive from 30 to 50 percent of selectees in their ranks. So the one 
mclud~ the other. Practically all of theN ational Guard units have 
a ~ertam number of Reserve officers. All of the National Guarcl 
!llllts have the 3-y~a~· volu~teers of the National Guard and the orig
mnl officers co~missioned m the National Guard. 
~y problem IS to <;reate an army out of all of these differing cate

gories, severn! of winch have not yet been mentioned. We also have 
the Regular .<\rmy ~eserve. That is another category and a special 
In": refers .to It. "e have brought the Regular Army Reserve into 
actn·e service. 
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We have the Reserve officers in three different categories. We have 
the National Guard officers, and 3-year enlisted men who are a nor
mal part of the Guard. ~V~have National Guar.d t?fficers who have been 
given temporary commiSSions from noncommissiOned rank and who 
will go back to noncommissioned grades at the end of the emergency. 
We have the officers who have been commissioned, on 3, 4, 5, or 6 weeks' 
preparation, in the National Guard, either as it was preparing to 
come into Federal service or shortly thereafter. 

We have the Regular Army units, with everyt~ing in their ranks but 
the National Guardsman. But the larger umts such as the Army 
Corps, include a number of National Guard organizations. 

So we have a veritable melange, a complete interweaving of all com
ponents in the Army, with separate laws applying to each. 

I submit that the most effective service you can render the national 
defense at this time is to permit us to create a united army, that I 
can treat as an army, and eliminate the forced special consideration of 
various groups. . 

As the Army exists today, I need a law_yer constantly at my side, 
but lawyers and legal complications are mappropriate to a battle
field. 

I am utterly sincere in .this. The other day I told a number of the 
leading Members of Congress that the way to go at this matter is to 
recogmze the emergency and do it boldly, and squarely, without quib
ble or circumlocution. 'Ve are in a most serious situation, and I can
not believe that we will benefit by any evasion of the fact. An Army 
at best is a very difficult instrument to create, and to maintain at high 
efficiency. A scrambled army, an inefficient army is both costly and 
a dubious investment. That is my sincere reaction, Mr. Clason. 

Mr. FADDis. Will the General y1eld for a question? 
General MAnSJIALL. Yes, sir. 
Mr. FADDIS. Is it not a fact that the piecemeal approach to this 

question has seriously hampered you? 
General MAnsHALL. Very much so. Let me add this thought. You 

asked me a question this morning that gave me a fine opemng, but I 
was too slow to take advantage of it. You were talking about the 
materiel phase being better understood by the public than the per
sonnel phase. I can get billions of dollars with comparative ease; 
but, when I get down to the practical proposition about personnel, 
then my real difficulties begin. I can go before a committee and get 
billions, and we have urgently needed them. Also, they appall me in 
their amount, but the point is, every one seems willing to do business 
on those terms. But all of that effort, all of those billions are futile 
unless you provide the highly trained personnel. 

I think it is a perfectlY. remarkable thing, in our form of democ
mcy, with its complete liberty of the press and differing points of 
view, that we were able to have the Selective Training and Service 
Act written into the law as early, or as late, whichever way you 
want to put it, as September 1940. That was a truly remarkable 
accomplishment of democrncy. Some may say that it might have 
been done earlier. I do not feel that way about it, though I suffer 
from the a.Ppnrent delay. For I do think that it was a splendid 
demonstration of the prnctical workings of democracy, that we were 
able to secure that definite action in time of pence. 
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I admit that we had to have n freight~ning situation, a. ca_tastrophic 
situntion, but we did take the necess~ry, the great p~e!Immary step 
of preparation and everybody submitted to that deciSion. 

Throughout 'the winter the men in our new Army sh?wed a fine 
slate of momle, without evidence of the confused reactiOns of the 
civilian communities, and in great contrast to the p~esent mo.rale 
in some units I am sorry to say, as a result of all of this uncertamty 
nnd debate, these allegations and recriminations--and . I ha~e the 
responsibility of struggling with morale !lnde~ the di!ficultJes of 
the present situation. With a united pubhc, WI~h a _umted peo{>le, 
nnd a united front my problem would be vastly s1mphfied. I think 
now we have reached the point where we must be exceedingly direct 
and frnnk. · - . 

Mr. CLASON. I notice you spoke of this as being a secret proposi
tion. The newspapers carried the statement you had. stat;ed t~ a 
group of congressional leaders that re!1,'ardless of leg1~latJve ~m
drnnces, if the time comes when the Umted States security requires 
troops to be dispatched outside of the Western Hemisphere they will 
be sent first and Congress will be informed of the action later. . 

Genernl 1\L\RSHALL. That is not a correct statement, sir. There : 
have been a great many statements credited to me that I have first 
learned of in the press. 

l\fr. CLAsoN. I agree with you. I notice on page 10 of your report 
you stated vou called for theN ational Guard 2 weeks or a month earlier 
than you fel~ was ne~essary, for the purpose of securing the passage 
of the Selective Service Act. 

General MARSHALL. For the pur!>ose of preventing its defeat. I was 
\"ery intent on arranging matters m an efficient manner, but I had to 
sene! troops intended for New England to camps down in Texas. It 
was necessary for me to arrange matters personally in order to meet 
the legislative situation. I had been reliably informed that had we 
delayed as much as a week in putting the men in camp we would have 
been charged with not being ready. We would have had a volunteer 
system forced on us instead of securing a democratic selective service 
system, or, at least, the selective service system would have been put 
off until after election, and then possibly would have been fatally 
emasculated into some volunteer compromise method. The emer
~ncy at. th~t time ~i~ not permit of such delay or legislative 
compromise, m my opmwn. 

So I had to accept the situation and do the best I could to manage 
things, accepting all the hazards involved. Later I had to meet the re
criminations and criticisms, but I expected that. It cost about $900,-
000, for ~X!l'!Jple, to prepare the temporary tent camp for the Forty
fourth DIVlsiOn, We had planned to put the Forty-fourth Division in 
camp abo~1t the 1st of July, which could have been done at small ex
pense, while the cantonment was being built. But we were not allowed 
to ~o that, all of which is an ~lustration of the extreme difficultieS under 
wluch we have had to labor m such matters: . . 

The CHAIRMAN. You have been in a strait jacket all the time? . 
Ge~ernl MARSHALL. ~he problems have been extremely difficult. · 

That IS wh:r I say the .tune ~as come to meet this particular problem 
head on, .without ev~s10n, With cold logic rather than with political 
compromises. The tunes are too serious for the latter, I think. 
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· · Mr. CLASoN. What would you say with regard to the item in the 
newspaper of Churchill's speech on February 10, 1941 ~ Do you agree 
with the things in his ·statement, which was to the effect that in the 
last war the United States sent 2,000,000 men across the Atlantic, but 
this is not a war of vast armies hurling immense masses of shells at one 
another. We do not need the gallant armies which are formed through
out the American Union. We do not need them this ye.ar, nor the next 
year, or any year I can foresee. . . 

General MARSHALL. I do not wish to comment on his statements. 
Mr. CLASON. You do not visualize, then, an expeditionary force at 

all¥ . • -
. General MARSHALL. I do not know wliere it could land, or whe~e 
it could obtain the-necessary shipping for a long time :to come, un
less you are referring to the Iceland proposition ns an A. E. F. 

Mr. CLASON. You do not see itl . 
-.'General MAasHALL. Frankly, I do not see it today. 
- Mr. CLAsoN. Do not you also feel that Russia, which at the time 
the Selective Service Act was passed was aiding the. Germans and is 
now an ally of the British, and with our fleet increased in power by 
tlie new battleships and other units, and the fact England did with
stand the threat of its collapse in 6 months, according to Secretary 
Knox-do you not fee1, so far as the intermitional peril is concerned, 
that there is less danger today of attack on the United States by 
Hitler than there was at the time the Selective Service Act was 

d 2 - . passe. .. _ - _ 
General MARsHALL. No, sir; I think just the opposite is the case. 
Mr. CLAsoN. Then will you tell us why, 'please~ · - ' 
The CHAIRMAN; That is all foreign to the issue here. _ 
Mr. CLAsoN. I think it is very important to determine whether or 

not the Selective Service Act should be extended. -
The CHAIRMAN. I wish the gentleman would go ahead and "'et 

through as soon as he cnn, because we have a dozen other men who 
want to question the General. _ 

General }fAnsHALL. I think the Russian_ campaign has delayed the 
possibility of attack on England, but it appears from the meager 
data available that the German armies are pretty well up to schedule. 
'Vhether bad weather, whether heavy losses, whether later resistance 
will cause long delays or a crippling morale effect on the German 
Army, I cannot say at this time. But I feel, with Russia disposed of, 
as far as the Volga, for example, the next move will probably come 
quickly in a rush through Spain and Portugal into North Africa, 
and possibl,v a farther movement into the Near East. 

(After discussion off the record.) 
Mr. GusoN. You do not expect any activity on the part of Ameri

can troops in any foreign country in the near future? 
General MARsHALL. No; I do not foresee any such activity. 
Mr. CLAsoN. What would you say about releasing the men from 

28 on, and all married men from selectees, in view of the legislatio.1 
that has gone through Y - - · -
- General MARsH.\LL. As I have already said, we want to do that 
and intend to do it. I included that idea in my biennial report. 
I w_as talking about 28-year-<;~ld men and older then, but we can go 

61230-41-3 
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into the married cases also. Some of the boards were quite different 
from others in their attitude toward married men. 

Mr. HAnNEss. General, you do not mean young men who got mar
ried after the act was approved~ 

Geneml MARSHALL. No; I am not referring to those cases. 
Mr. HARNEss. You mean those who were married at the time of 

the draft~ . 
General MARSHALL. Yes. Some of the local boards inducted mar

ried men others did not. As I said before, we are now releasing men 
from all 'components. We can broaden the application of this J?Olicy 
when we see our way clear and have a legislative decision on .existi_ng 
limitations. ·we can then make replacements on a more busmesshke 
bnsis. We intend to do those things because it is to the Army's in
terest to do so, aside from questions of expediency. If we have men 
in the ranks who are in a mental foment, men who have reason to 
feel great anxiety as to their families back home, they should be 
released, if prncttcable. If the man is merely a stubborn, opinion
nted, undisciplined character, that is yet another matter. . 

Mr. CLASON. I notice this joint resolution concerning this pro
vides-

That the Congress hereby expressly declares that a national emergency exists, 
to the t'xtent and tor the purpose only of-

doing two things. 
One, keeping the selectees in the armed service~ 
General MARSHALL. Yes, sir. . · 
Mr. CLASON. In other words, there is no nationnl emergency nor 

nny other reason, so far as Congress is concerned, to release the law 
under which the selectees came into the service, which says they shall 
be discharged after 12 months except whenever Congress has declared 
the national interest is imperiled. Now, why does not that open up 
the entire controversy again, as to whether or not there has been a 
contract with those draftees l 

General l\IARsHALL. I do not favor that resolution, sir. I think 
that is putting the cart before the horse. The existence of an emer
gency, m my opinion, is a fact, not a theory. I have the form of a 
resolution here---

The CHAIRMAN. Is thnt the same one I have in my office! 
General liiARSHALL. Yes, sir; that is the one you have. 
Mr. CLASON. I wonder if you would rend that. Can you tell us 

whnt the purpose is l · 
'!he CH~IRl\IAN. I have copies here for the committee, and I am 

gomg to give n copy to each one of you as soon as we get through 
with the hearings. 

l\Ir. CLASON. We would like to see it now. 
The CHAIRMAN. If you wnnt one, I wi!J giye it to you now. 
l\Ir. Eo~STON. General, I have bee'! listemng to your testimony 

very att~ntr~ely and nm very much Impressed by the seriousness 
of the situatiOn. The thought occ"!rs t? me that we are not going 
to have much trouble, I do not thirik, m remedying this situation 
so fa~ as the ~embers o.f this committee are concerned, who have 
the JiHCture :which Y?U pamted for us here. In other words, you can 
sell It to this committee because you can lay the cards on the table 
and talk, but we cannot go on the floor of the House with this off-
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the-record testimony and say things there that have been said. here. 
And the thou~ht does occur to me, it seems to me, the country needs 
a little arousmg; that we should be permitted to tell the country 
more of the situation as it does exist. I do not want to be an 
alarmist, but I do think we are too complacently smug in Anierica 
about what could happen to us and happen in a hell of a hurry. 
. General MARsHALL. I have tried in my limited way to meet that 

situation, because I find that, in general, what I have said had been 
so ignored in the major part and so distorted in the minor part 
that a state of confusion existed not only among the camps but also at 
home. So I have had the hearings of July 9, 1941, before the Senate 
Committee on Military Affairs reprinted and they are being sent to 
every organization in the Army. My biennial report is being printed. 
also so that each company day room will have one, and the· men 
can see exactly what was really recommended, and why. 

The question is how to bring the people to a realization of the situ
ation. They are laboring in a state of complete confusion. I agree 
with you that in some way or other we must make the situation 
apparent. 

Mr. EDMISTON. That was what I have in mind. 
General MARSHALL. I have always felt an aversion to the War 

Department undertaking anything that might be characterized as a 
propaganda service. AS a matter of fact, our proposals are now 
getting a much better reaction from th.e public. 

Mr. EDMISTON. Yes. 
General MARSHALL. I think the serious error with regard to my 

report lay in the fact that I did not have a summary available for 
the telegraph services, so that the first news flashes would have 
presented a more accurate statement of what I had recommended. 

Mr. ELSTON. General, you· srty yon are getting a better reaction 
now from the public I 

General M,\RSHALL. Yes, sir. 
Mr. EI.STON. Because of the fact that the public is getting a little 

more information I · 
General MARSHALL. I believe that is the reason, sir. 
Mr. ELSTON. Do not you think if the public is fully advised as 

io the danger of the country, that reaction is going to be even 
betterY Do not you believe thnt today a great many people are 
opposing this type of legislation because they feel they nre in the 
dark; they feel they are confused, and they are confused; they do 
not know generally what the situation is in the country, and there· 
are too many people going out and making speeches and taking an 
entirely different view from what you take before this committee
talk of immediate war from the members of the Cabinet I There
fore, to the minds of the public that means an expeditionary force. 
And; because of those statements, we cannot blame the public for 
feeling like they do. 

Now, you have given us some information· today, in executive 
session, which is secret, and of course, is something- that won't be 
violated, as to these dangers that we are confronted With-the dangers 
you spoke of in South America. Now, Hitler knows all about that 
does _he ~ot, because he is the one who is doing the threateningf 
And If Hitl~ knows about that, why should not the American people 
know about 1ti 
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· General MARSHALL. You have put your question in & very ~ffective. 
fonn, Mr. Elston. We have frequently commented publicly_ on· • 
the tremendous Gennan vropaganda service in South America. But. 
we are restricted in talkmg about certain phases of the matter. 
· (After discussion 'off the record.) · 

Mr. s~nTH. General, you feel that the situation is SUC\h that it. 
meets the provisions that were put in the Selective Service Act! 
· General MARSHALL. Yes, sir. . 

Mr. S~!lTH. And that our interests are in peril¥ 
Genernl MARSHALL. That is the situation exactly. 
Mr. SMITH. Unless we have a declaration by Congress¥ 
Genernl MARSHALL. Yes, sir. 
Mr. SMITH. And you feel that if the Congress does not make that 

declaration the Army will go through a process of disintegration¥ 
General MARSHALL. Yes, sir. ' 

· Mr. SMITH. And you are in the difficult situation where the revela
tion of everything known to the Government would probably bring 
about a violent public reaction which would carry us farther than 
we want to go¥ . 

General JI,!ARSHALL. Exactly that, sir. 
Mr. SMITH. And we may be faced if we do not pass this legisla

tion, with that alternative-either disintegration or acceptance of 
violent public reaction Y . . 

General MARSHALL. Yes, sir. · 
Mr. SMrrH. That is all. 
Mr. HARNESS. Genernl, following what Mr. Elston first asked you 

ilbout the reaction of the public because of the luck of information, 
of course Hitler, as he said, and us we all know, knows what he is 
doing down in South America. Certainly, by letting the 'People 
know what we know about what he is doing is not going to dtvulge 
anything to any of our potential enemies. Don't you think that If 
our people were adequately informed and advised of thece things, 
it would make this problem much simpler for everybody¥ Our 
people would just insist that something be done to protect our 
rnterests if they knew the facts. 

General MARSHALL. If you will read the President's message to 
Con_gress, you will find he says that specific.a\ly about Sou~h America. 

Jl,rr. HARNESS. But they are all generuhttes and nothmg specific, 
and you know what has been happening in this country in the lust 8 
years about speaking in generalities. The people have gotten to the 
point where they do not know what to beheve. They are confused. 

General MARSHALL. There has been so much in the press about 
· South America that there is no reason why there should be any 

secrecy about the general ~net that t_he trem~ndous German propa
ganda_ un~ .P!n~mng servt.ce that IS w.orkmg throughout Latin 
A~ertcn,, ts tmmtcnl to our rnterests, that tt threatens our security in 
this hemtsphere. 

Mr. HARNESS. I believe it, too. 
Just _one other thing in this ~onnection: I have gathered from 

ev~rythmg you hav~ sa!d, ~very time you have been before this com
mittee, that your ob]ecttve ts.to keep t_his .country out of this war. 

Generul.MARSHALL. That ts my obJective, sir. 
M~. HARNESS. Yet we hnve Secretary Ickes and Secretary Knox 

makmg speeches demanding that we get in now. That creates an 
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additional state of confusion on the part of the people, and they are 
reluctant to grant these extraordinary powers that are requested be
cause they just do not realize the necessity for them except to go to 
war. I do no know whether you want to comment on that or not. . 
· But going back to· this proposal to keep the. drafted men, has it 
come to your attention that under the acts that we passed in August 
of 1940 and in September of 1940 the President now has the power 
.to keep these drafted men in for an additional year? . 

General MARsHALL. Will you please develop your thought further, 
sir¥ 
• Mr. l!ARNEss. Well under the first act that we passed in August 
of 1940 we provided tbat the President had the right to call the re
serve component of the Army into service for a period of 12 months. 

General M(SsHALL. You mean to transfer the men into the reserve 
and then call them back to active duty~ 
- Mr. HARNEss. As soon as they are discharged, automatically they 
go into the reserve component of the Army and are subject to such 
additional training as the law provides. 

General MARsHAlL. That is correct but I think it would be most 
unfortunate to do that at this time because the soldier would feel 
that he had been victimized by a maneuver, by Sharp practice, under 
the cover of the law. Also we would ·have to release our soldiers, 
transfer them to the reserve, and go through the procedure of re
calling them to active duty. We would defeat our own purpose. We 
would be doing what is often done in law where through clever ma
neuvers within the law matters are managed contrary to what the 
normal person has a right to expect. 

We must not indulge m such a procedure. · 
· I want to go right straight down the road, to do what is best, 

and to do it frankly and without evasion. I think it would have a most 
unfortunate effect on morale if we adopted the other method. We 
would give our men the feeling that we were taking some unfair 
though legal advantage of them. That provision of the law was in
tended to meet a different situation. 

Mr. HARNESs. I agree with what you say, General, in what has been 
suggested here, that we ought to come out honestly and say what we 
are going to do. It just adds to the confusion. 

General MARsHALL. Otherwise we evade the issue. 
The CHAIRMAN. Mr. Costello. 
Mr. CosTELLO. This language does not say that we were entering 

into contract with the selectees that they be in for 1 year; the very lan
guage itself shows that they could be kept in for a longer penod in 
case there was a real emergency. 

General MARsHAlL. Yes, sir. · 
Mr. ILutNF.ss. I think the Congress knew the situation when the act 

was. under consideration, that 1t did not mean to suggest a year's 
sel'Vlce. 

l\Ir. Cosriu.ro. I think the fact that it was discussed shows very defi
nitely there was no suggestion of a contract of 1 year. 

Now, General, what was-the actual size of the Regular Army at that 
time¥ 

General MARSHALL. It was about 240,000. 
Mr. Cosn:Lw. And how many men were in foreign service and at 

points like Alaska¥ 
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General MARSHALL. About 70,000. · . · 
Mr. CoSTELLO. '!'hen you actually luu~ about 179,000 m the Regular 

Army within this country available to a1d and tram selectees and help 
with the National Guard. · · 

General MARSHALL. Less the Air Corps, which was about 25,000; 
less the overhead of depots and everything of that sort, probably about 
30 or 40 thousand, leaving us about 100,000 available for the purpose. 

Mr. CosTELLO. My purpose in askin~ this. question, which ~ you 
have already said, the only manner m which you could tram the 
selectees was to increase the Regulars~ 

General MARSHALL. We had two things to do at the same time; 
first, to train the selectees; and second, to bring all units of the 
Regular Army and National Guard to. full strength as quickly as 
possible. The training hod to be in the ranks of the Regulars and 
the Guard because we did not have the personnel prepared or the 
·equipment available-or the shelter to start at that time the establish
ment of training centers. Both requirements were met by assigning 
selectees to units. It was the only way we could have managed last 
fall and early winter. Now we proceed quite differently. 

Mr. CosTELLO. That explains your reason for asking to send men 
out to these various places. 

General MARSHALL. There is no other way. 
Mr. CoSTF.LLO. Because it takes longer to train them. 
General }L\RSHALL. If we had had a selective service system 3 years 

earlier we could have gone about it gradually. My idea would have 
been to start with a much smaller number and gradually build up the 
system. At leust, it would have been possible to have set up traming 
centers initially\ and to avoid sen din~ untrained selectees to organized 
units. Also to mve avoided assigumg any selectees to certain units 
of a high priority of readiness. · 

Mr. CoSTELLo. Your real purpose, your effort at the present time 
is to be able to train selectees, and to discharge those who can be con
viently discharged. 

Generul MARSHALL. Yes. Bnt we must also train on army. We 
wan~ to. d<;l pt;etty m'!ch '':hat we have been .doing, but without in
elastic hmitahons which Iunder or defeat us m protecting the inter
ests of the Government and the country at large. · . 

Mr. COSTELLO. Even if this legislatton goes through, the effort of 
the War Department would be to release selectees from service at 
home. 

General MARSHALL. Yes, sir. . · 
Mr. CoSTELLO. Even though von would hove the foreign service 

which mi!!ht hove to stny lon~ei·: for as much as 2 years¥ ' 
General h~HALL. Well, 1 would hardly think so long as that, 

un)ess we get mto deep trou~le. It would largely be a question of 
ships, of tonnage. The extension would be a matter of months rather 
thnn a year or so. 

l.IIr. CosTELLO. So f_ar ,as the others are concerned they would be 
t"elensed from the service JU~ as fust as they could be released y 

General MARSHALL. Yes, sir. . 
. Mr. CoSTELLO. It is also proposed in this le,.islation to extend the 

time of the Regulars by incr~asmg it to a 3-yea;' period~ 
General MARSHALL. Yes, If you mean by extendinoo the time of the 

3-year men. " 
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Mr. CoSTELLO. That is proposed legislation that has beeen submitted 
by the War Department¥ . . . 

Generall\L\llSHALL. Yes, sir; personally I would be in favor of giv
ing the 3-year man more consideration than the short-term men, be
cause many of the former have already been in the service for ahnost 
3 years. But we do not want to find ourselves in the situation of our 
Army in the Philippine campaign in 1898, or the situation that con
fronted General ScOtt in his campaign in Mexico when he had to march 
out of Vera Cruz and fight as quickly as possible because the term of 
service of his volunteers was about to expire. And we must prevent 
the recurrence of another disaster like Bull Run, where an unprepared 
Army was rushed to the battle because it was due to go home in a few 
weeks. We must not do things that way any more. We are a. great 
Nation with a terrible responsibility. 

The CHAIRMAN. Mr. Martin. 
Mr. MARTIN. General Marshall, I wa.s very glad to hear your state

ment regarding the matter of discharges of the individual trainees a.s 
soon as practicable a.fter 12 months in case the training period is 
extended. . 

General MARSHALL. Yes, sir. 
Mr. MARTIN. And I under5tand that policy would be in effect both 

as to individuals in the National Guard and in the inductive force1 
General MARsHALL. Yes, sir. 
Mr. MARTIN . .The general policy of dischargin~ individuals as soon 

as practicable upon CoJIIpletion of the 12 months period of training 1 
General MARSHALL. Yes, sir. . 

. Mr. MAimN. And in some cases prior to the completion of the 12 
months' period 1 

General MARSHALL. Yes, sir. 
· Mr. MARTIN. So there will be real effort made to relieve any indi

vidual cases af distress. 
General MARSHALL. We do that now wherever possible . 

. Mr. MARTIN. There is one question as to officer personnel in the senior 
grade: We have a very large number of wartime officers who are now 
serving in tl1e field griules, so that there is a. less shortage of officers in 
the field grades now than we have ever experienced before, and for 
that reason individual cases can be given much more liberal considera.
tion in the field grades. 

General MARsHALL. Yes, sir. 
Mr. MARTIN. Now, as to the officers in the senior grades, or field 

officer grades, there are a great many Reserve officers of the World 
War age in the field officer grades who are very anxious to come 
into duty, which makes more or less top heavy the officer personnel, 
but I am wondering why those officers cannot be called to duty even 
though it does result in a. surplus. 

General HAISLIP. We are ordering some of them to active duty. 
However, there is a very definite understanding between the Reserve 
officers and the W a.r Department that senior officers are not needed 
in our present stage of mobilization but that if we have another 
large a.ugmentation in the Army they will be needed to a. much 
greater extent. 

In other words, the status of mobilization today does not call for 
many senior Resene officers on active duty. 
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· Mr. MARTIN. Of course, it would result in rather a large surplus 
of officers on duty if they were all called to duty. · · 
· Genernl MARSHALL. Yes sir. · 
· Mr. MARTIN. But possibly it would bring their training up to date 
and it seems to me it would be a very good investment from our 
own national point of view to call them to duty even if there is a 
surplus. · 
· Now, as to the emergency that you have. brought to .our. atten

tion here today, General, and the suggestion that legislatiOn be 
passed, or recommending that it be passed. Do you have any objec
tion to limitin~ the legislative declaration of emergency to one affect
ing the admimstration and control over the armed forces~ 

General MARSHALL. I was considering the legal difficulties. . Gen
eral Haislip suggests a reference to the quotation I had read, to the 
effect that the emergency is now an actual fact. As long as you 
are speaking in legal terms-- . 

Mr. MARTIN (interposing). We have to make our legal concepts in 
dealing with legislation of this character, because it affects a great 
host .of other legislative acts, and I would like the General's oprnion 
00~ . . . 

The CHAmMAN. He l1as already told "you what his opinion ·was, 
and we are going to get some lawyers up here to discuss the legal 
vhase. 

Genernl, he wants your legal opinion about it again. 
· Mr. MARTIN. I want his opinion as Chief of the Staff of the Army 

as to whether or not the declaration. of emergency he wants the 
Congress to pass should go beyond its effect on the armed forces. 

General M.utsHALL. My opinion is that you should recognize the 
emergency by declaring that the national interests are imperiled 
nnd that a national emergency exists. Under that declaration you 
have made an announcement to the world, and especially to Latin 
America, that we mean business and are ready and determined to 
do whatever may be necessary for the better security of this Nation 
and the Western Hemisphere. . 

Mr. MARTIN. You would have no objection to our limiting the 
eff~ct of such a declarntion to the armed forces¥ 
· General MARSHALL. Well, I must not say that I have an objection 

I m11de such a recommendation in my biennial report because th~ 
question of where or when our Army was to be en1pfoyed are matters 
to be decided by the Commander in Chief and the Congress. Also 
a;; I understand th_e situ.1t!9n, .it is the proposal of the administra! 
~10n that you c!ms1der actiOn m that manner, that is, as you have 
JUSt ~xpressed It .. I p~rsonally pr~fer the more direct approach. 
Our mteres~ are Imperiled, . there Is a national emergency. Let's 
put the A~1s Powers on noti~e th.at we 1-ecognize those facts and 
n~e determm~d to meet th? situation they are planning to create, 
Without burymg our heads m the san~ until the last moment . 

.Mr. ~IARTIN, By tl1at i,'ou mean with?ut any reservation l 
. ~enet nl MARS~. " 1thout reservatiOn. I think the cure b 
mdirec~ methods IS usually worse than the bite that frightens Js 
!I'Om d1rect methods. 

Mr. MARTIN. But that the declaration of a lllltional emer enc 
by tl1e Congress, to the extent that it affects the administration ~f th! · 
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armed forces would carry out all that you are personally asking 
here? 

General MARSHALL. Yes, sir; or that I recommended in my report. 
The CHAIRMAN. Mr. Brooks. 
Mr. BRootts. Geneml Marshall, I know you are tired, and I am 

inclined to go along with you in what is necessary, and I think 
the people of the country I am from feel similarly. I merely 
want to ask one or two questions to summarize what has been said. 
As I understood you to say, you feel like a general resolution would 
have a deep moral effect on the country as a whole? 

General MAnSHALL. That is my belief, sir. 
Mr. BnooKS. In reference to the discharge of these men under the 

Selective Service Act, where training is authorized for a year, when 
you go beyond the year you are not holding the men so much for 
trainmg purposes but because you need them for service purposes; 
is not that it? 

General MAnSHALL. That is it, sir. 
Mr. BnooKs. In releasing them, I know you will conscientiously 

try to be fair in releasing them in groups. But do you have any 
idea about how you would relieve them from service? Would you 
do it in units or groups, or individually, or how would you do it 1 

I can recall when units of the A. E. F. were in service after the 
World War in France and Germany a notice was posted there one 
day that one outfit in the First Division, the Sixth field artillery, 
was about to be retained for service in Germany 4 years because the 
emergency would probably exist that long and they needed two regi
ments there in Ehrenbreitstein, and those men felt pretty badly 
about it. 

How would you work that out? Suppose you sent men to Iceland, 
to Alaska, or to the Philippines; are they apt to be forgotten in 
those places 1 

General MARSHALL. I feel sure they would not be forgotten. They 
might not secure as much special pleadings in the press as they do 
while in the local camps. · 

But we have a section of tha staff devoted to those very consid
erations, to calculate and advise re~arding those matters. We have 
a human interest in the men, ana a deep professional interest in 
maintaining morale. Alwavs this is a foremost thought. We must 
hnve morale. When you neglect or forget soldiers you lose their 
most important qualification. In the J?ast we have had to stumble 
through. Now we are organized to ptck our way with great dis
cretion. 

Mr. BRooKS. I think the illustration which you have given us in
formally indicates what I am driving at. Where you have a group 
that might possibly be overlooked, or perhaps this emergency might 
continue or perhaps get just a little worse for a period, we will say 
8 years, and you would have men in Iceland or somewhere else that 
were peculiarly adapted to that type of climate and the country, who 
hnd been specially trained for it, would your ;~>lans contemplate some 
organized effort to replace them with men wtth a limited amount of 
extra service, beyond a year's period, rather than keeping those same 
men over there year in and year out t . 
· Generall'>URSHALL. We would not keep them there. 
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Mr. BRooKs. You could, under this resolution. . 
Genernl MARHHALL. But we must have morale m order to have 

efficient units. We cannot avoid considering the effect of such mnt· 
ters. 

Mr. BRooKs. You think the question of morale would solve that. 
General MARSHALL. Yes,. sir. General Haislip is bringing _up ·l 

question thnt I lutve mentiOned two or three t1mes. 'Ve desire to 
rotate the selectees so long as we are not in an actual state of wdr, 
bemuse we must build up a reserve; we want to keep the Officers 
Reserve Corps alive, and we want to have places for the graduates 
of the R. 0. T. C. and the Officer Candidate Schools. So we would 
wish to relense Reserve officers as we do not desire to continunlly in
crease the active corps, like a rolling snowball. 

l\lr. Bnoo~ts. When that time comes and you have some selectees 
in Iceland and they have no plans for coming home, their morale 
will be a little low, will it not1 

Geneml ~iAn sHALL. Yes; but if they have, as they will have, goocl 
leadership, they will be on the job. 

l\lr. BnoOits. You are going to put men serving under Regulnr 
Army enlistments on tho same relative basis as far as extra train
ing is concerned as the selectees 1 In other words, those men enlist 
for 3 years, while the selectee enlists for 1 year. 

Genernl MARSHALL. I would give the 3-year man the same consid
eration after 3 years as the selectee after 1 year. 

Mr. Bnoo~ts. Suppose he is in Iceland and his term runs out 1 Are 
you going to let him start home and leave the selectee there beyond 
his 1-year )JI'riod ~ 

General MARSHALL. No, sir. 
Mr. BRooKs. You will treat them in relatively the same way? 
General MARSHALL. Yes. We would consider the interests of the 

3-year volunteer in the same way as we would the interests of the 
selectee who has been inducted for 12 months. However, the 3-ye,tr 
volunteer had no obligation to transfer to the Reserve .. 

Mr. BRooKs. And the same thing would apply to the National 
Guard men¥ 

General MARSHALL. Yes, sir; to the 3-year men. 
Mr. D_un~rAM. Genernlt your statement has been very enlightening 

a~d clomfymg to me, and 'i fo~ one would like to expedite considera
tion of this matter and deal With the problem in a businesslike way. 

~ gat~ter fro!ll your statemel!t that Hitler, at the present time, IS 
~smg Ius techmque on tl1e American continent that has been so effective 
m Europe. 

Is that correct~ 
Genern11liAnsHALL. That is correct sir · 
~Ir. KILDAY. With reference to the proposal that we might limit the 

ex1~tenc~ of tl~e emerge!l~Y t? the a.rmed forces, would not that put 
us m nn mconsistent pos1tion lf we did that¥ 

General MARSHALL. I am not an expert on the legal questions in
volved1 .. Ftlrom my own personal point of view, a direct clear-cut ap-
pi·oac I IS te method to adopt ' 

Mr. KILDAY. Is there any r~ason for a boy who did not wait for his 
!lumber to come up, but volunteered to be mducted, to feel that he is 
m a dtfferent category than the one who waited i There is a state-
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ment that has been made that a man, if he desired, could, under the 
inducements of the provisions of this act, volunteer for a year and 
get it over with, and that such a man had done that and made his 
plans. · 

General MARSHALL. You gave him the opportunity under the law, as 
I saw it, to select his time and not to continue on a speculative basis. 
Other than that, he is on the same basis as the other man. 
· Mr. KILDAY. And he would be in the same category in the extension 

of his time. 
General MARSHALL. Y es1 sir. 
Mr. KILDAY. He is subject to a 10-year reserve, and the Regular 

Army Volunteer would not be subject to that¥ 
General MARsHALL. That is right, provided he served 3 full years. 
Mr. Kn.oAY. Is there any objection onjour part to including m the 

record a statement of the composition o our existing divisions, both 
Regulars and National Guard, as to the percentage of Regulars and 
draftees, to show how interwoven they are. 

Generall\IARSHALL. We have that data, and will put it in the record. 
(The statement above referred to is as follows): 

Selectees in Regula1· Army and National G·uard Diflisions (proportion of 
actual stre11gth as of July 15. 1941 

Trla:rr;~"b ?~r~~~~~: ___________________________________________________________ _ 
Second Division ____________________________________________________________ _ 
Third Dl vision.---·- __ ----------- _______ •.• _____ ... __ . ___ ---- __ •. -----. ____ • 
Fourth Division ..........••............• _ .. --------------------------------
Filth Division----·---···-··--·····------·--·-----·-···-----·--·--·····-··---
Sixth Division ....... ----- .. ---------·--·-- .. _.-------- .••....•...... --------
Seventh Division .•.......•.............•.... -------------------------- ..... . 
Eighth DIVision ...........•.•..••...................................•....... 
Ninth Division .........•...........•........... _------ ... _------------------

Annored divisions: 
First Armored Division .. ---------------------------------------------------

Percentage 
of 3-rear Percentage 

enlistments o! selectees 

.. 1 
76 25 
67 33 
61 39 
61 39 
31 "" 21 79 
46 .. 
60 60 

60 60 
. Second Armored Division .••.........•..............•.•..••................. • 

Third Armored Dlvslon ... -- .•...•••.•.....• ---· .. ---··- .••.....•..•• ----· .. "" 28 
45 
72 

Fourth Armored Division •.......••....... ···------------------------- ..... . 
Cavalry divisions: 

~~~~:!~~~~Yon:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 

National Guard divisions: 
Twenty-sixth Division .. ---·---------------- ...•...... ---------------·-·---
Twenty -seventh Division.------ .....••............•...• _ ..••... --------- ... 
Twenty-eighth Division. ...•.............•...•..........•..•...............• 
Twenty ·ninth Division ..•.. ---- ..........•...•...•.••.... --- •....•. -------.. 
Thirtieth Division ...............•....... ----.------------------------------
Thirty·flrst Division_ . -----·-- ---- ...•...•...•......•...•.. ----- .•.. __ ••.... 
Thirty-second Division .....••........•.......•.........•...•••.......•...... 
Thirty-third Division ..••..•..... ----------------- .............. ---------·--
Thirty-fourth Division ..•..•..............•..•.............••............... 
Thirt}"·flfth Division.------·------------------- ..... ----_ ... _·····---------
Thirt}'-sb:th Division .. ------------------------------·······----------------· 

+~:~g!i:~~~~r;w~~~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::~ 
Fortieth Division ...•...••............•... _---------------------------------
Forty-first Division .. ------------------------------------------------------_ 
Forty-third Division . ...... __ ....•. ___ ...••.. -•.........•...•..•...... -----. 
Forty-fourth Division.---·----------------_ .. --· .....•.•...••...•.•......••. 
Forty-filth Division .........•................••....•...•....•........•...•.. 

"' 80 

63 37 
39 61 

Percentage ta 
orNatlonal Percen ge 
Guard men or selectees 

45 "" 57 f3 
100 0 .. .. 
66 "' 60 40 
.. 46 
110 40 
60 .., 
60 <O 
61 39 
u ... 
43 67 
"" 46 62 38 

100 0 
64 36 
67 33 
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Mr. Kn.oAY. Will you also put in a fu~her stute~e~t. showing the 

increments by which they were brough~ mto the~e .d}VISJOns, to show 
whether there would be any lurg_e holes m thes~ di_visions by reason of 
the fact that their year of service would expi_re m gr_uduul numbers 
or by large numbers at one time, so as to senously dislocate the or
ganization 1 

Genernl MARSHALL. Yes, sir; we will put that in the record. 
(The statement above referred to is us follows:) . 

Number or 
Division ~~~~~ Periods or greatest augmentation 

lOU 

Numbers 
received 

--1-----1-------------------------
PI Mit Dlvl!don . ...••••.•. -·-··-·····--·· 
8l.'rond D\vl!!lon . •.•.•.................. 
Third 0\vhll!on .••••.•.•.. ...••......••. 
Fourth Division ........................ . 
Fifth Division .•......•......••......•.. 
Sixth Dlvl:don ......•••...•....•....... 
BMcnth I Jh•l!don . .....•.•.....••....... 
Ehrhth ntvl!lton .. .....•.......•.....•.. 
N !nth Division . .......•.......•.•.•••.. 
}'\rst Armorl'!d Dh·lslon ...••.....•.•.... 
Second Armored Dl\•lslon .•..•...•.•.... 
Third Armored Dl\'1~\on ..•••..•.•.••... 
Fourth Armored 01\'lsloo .••........... 

070 ---------------------------------------- ------------
2. M• .. _ .... -_ ..• _ .. - ..••••.• --·-············ .• ----------
4.,848 Fob. 28 to Mar.llL.................... 5,400 
li, 142 . _ ... do ....... ------····--·--·-·-------- 5, 300 
li, 353 Mar. 31 to Apr. 15--------------------- 2, 000 
8, 952 Juno 15 to 30. ----------------·-······· 4, 100 

10,!11'!3 Jnn.l5 to F~b.16.-------·------------ 5,500 
6,588 Fob. 28 to Mar.15--------------------- 2.300 
6,8f.S Jan. 15 to 31........................... 4, SOO 
li, 707 Fe h. 28 to Mar. 31..................... 3, 000 
5, 131 Feb. 15 to 28. ····--------------------- 2, 300 
li, 007 Juno 15 to 30.......................... 4, 200 
0, 210 May 15 to 31-------------------------- 6, 300 

Mr. MERRI'I'T. The big exodus will start. in November, increasing in 
December and January! 

General 1\:IAnsHALL. The numbers of selectees are comparatively 
small for November and December, but they begin to pile up into large 
figures thereafter. 

I would like you to have in mind when you look at those firrures that 
there are only 9 Infantry divisions in the entire Regular Establish
ment, and that the Nation we are considering us antagonistic to our 
interests has about 300 divisions, all of which have the invaluable ex
perience of actual campnign, followin~ a long, deliberate training 
schedule through a period of years, nom boy to man to soldier. 
Theirs is a highly developed hu!\e army of veterans. We have only 
been developing our Army since Just full. 

Mr. Kn.oAY. These figures show that, after all, 476,000, which may 
sound to the average citizen us being a considerable number, when you 
take from the 476,000 the thousands of men in the Air Corps and those 
assigned to small organizations, it lenves you in a position so that you 
would not have available any considerable number of total units; is 
not that true I 

General MARSHALL. Yes, sir. 
Mr. KILDAY. I have been much gratified with your statement Gen

eraL_ I th_ink _pe_rhaps the reason the country does not realize just what 
the situa~IOn Is IS the fact that everybody was running for office, from 
the President down, and the country was led to believe that we were 
going to win the war without fightina it. 

So I .am hoping that the General Sbtff and the War Department can 
see _their way clea~ to take this muss o~ information and separate that 
which you could disclose from that which should not be disclosed and 
let the people get some such idea of the situation as we have g~tten 
today. Do you think it would be possible to do that I 
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· Generall'tLUlsHALL. We are at work on that now, sir. 
Mr. BROOKS. In the case of a man who contracts to serve for 3 years, · 

do you have some sort of a stipulation by which you can keep him over 
thnt time¥ 

General MARSHALL. In time of war, only, as provided for in the 
National Defense Act of 1920. In other words, if we should be
come involved in a state of war we can hold these men. In a na
tional emergency we cannot. The picture changes instantly if we 
were forced into actual hostilities, because everybody would want 
to see things through. Our problem is the long period of maintain-
in"' ourselves in a state of readiness. · : 

'Mr. BROOKS. It would take a declaration of an emergency by Con
gress to make that possible, to retain these men¥ 

General MARSHALL. More than that. It would require a state of 
war. 

Mr. MARTIN. Along the line of Mr. Brooks' questions, relative to 
limiting the period of the extension, could it be worked out in any 
practical way to put an outside limit on the length of the extension 
of the service for the National Guard and the inductees~ · 

General MARSHALL. I would urgently recommend against that. 
You can just as well, and with less possibility of doing harm, reserve 
to yourselves the congressional right to cancel the emergency when, 
in your opinion it has ceased to exist. 

Mr. MARTIN. What I had in mind was a definite period of limita
tion. 

General MARSHALL. I think that would be unwise, because you 
would be creating the bnsis of another political dilemma for your
selves, and an administrative dilemma for the War Department. 
If you reserve to yourselves the right to cancel the emergency when 
you think the nntwnal interests are no longer imperiled, you would 
have a check on developments. · · · 

The CHAmMAN. General, on behalf of the committee I want to 
thank you very much for the very excellent statement you have made. 
You have presented your case exceedingly well, and I think it has 
about solved your problem. · . · · 

General MARSHALL. I_ want to thank you gentlemen very much. 
Mr. FADDIS. I think this committee ought to express itself as hav

ing the fullest .confidence in the sincerity, patriotism, ability, and 
professional qualities of the Chief of Staff. · 

General MARSHALL,. Thank you, sir. . • · 

STATEMENT OF (lRENVnLE CLARK, NEW YORK, N. Y., REPRI:
SENTING MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL EMERGENCY COMMITTEE 

. OF THE MILITARY TRAINING· CAMPS ASSOCIATION OF THE 
UNITED STATES 

Mr. CLARK.· Mr. Cl1airman, I represent a group of members of the 
national emergency committee of the Military Training Camps As~ 
sociation of the United States. This is substantially the same group 
of men who, as ilie national emergency committee, drafted the Burke
Wadsworth bill as introduced, and sponsored it, all of which was 
fully stated on ilie records of the Senate Committee on Military Af~ 
fairs and of this committee a year ago. 
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Naturally, we have retained a strong interest in the workings of the 
.Selective Service Act. When the issue now before you came up, our 
·committee being still in existence and. fun_ctioning, it s~eJ_Ded to many 
of us that we would like to be heard Ill VIew of our origmnl sponsor
ship of the act. We have therefore prepared a wri~ten brief which 
·will be sent to every Member of Congress and of which I have some 
copies here. 
· This brief represents the views of a group of perhaps 200 signers, 
although all of their names are not on copies now m print. The great 
·mnjority of these men were in military service in the World War, and 
I think most of them served in command of troops in France. A _good 
many of them have sons in the Army, the Navy, or the-Marine Corps 
now. I think this will identify us. 
· We are here to support the Chief of Stall' in every respect on the 
policy he recommends, on the reasons he states, and on the measures he 
asks for. 

We think it is absolutely essential and vital to the interests of the 
country that the request of the President and War Department be 
granted by the Congress. 
. We think also, as to the form of the legislation, that not only should 
it take the form, but almost must take the form already contemplated 
nnd provided for in section 3 (b) of the Selective Service Act, namely, 
a declaration that the national interest is imperiled. 
. This question of an extension of service beyond 12 months was 
discussed at length before the House and Senate committees a _year 
ago, and I supposed it was thoroughly understood that if a situation 
dev~oped where further service w.as required, it would be so required 
under a declamtion that the national interest is imperiled. It is 
only a hnlf truth to say that the Selective Service Act provides for 
n 12-months period of training, for there is that proviso, which was 
ulways in there from the begmning, that if the national interest is 
imperiled, accordin~ to the opinion of Congress, the service should 
go on. Every man mducted m1me in with notice that that was the law. 

What I ha\'e so far said fairly represents, I believe, the group 
view of tJ10se signing our briefs. What I now say represents, m the 
main, only my personal views. 

I will tell you frankly, and here I know I speak for many others 
of our group who would say tlle same, that I have listened with a 
profound sense of unreality to many of the questions asked here. 
Many of them have been d1rected to the situation that would exist 
if these we1'C almost normal times, and as if all we needed to do to 
bent Hitler, is to raise an Army but not to use it. 

I. do n!!t think t~at is so. I iliink we are organizing a fighting army 
winch w1ll \'ery l~ely have t? ~gh~ on a great scale, 'Possibly any
:where at all. I ~lnnk we .ar~ hvmg m a fool's paradise 1f we indulge 
m the sory of. w1shful. thmkm~ that assumes we can prevent Hitler 
from d?mmntmg us .w1t~out firmg a shot. . 

The l'!lP?rtant thmg; IS not merely the passage of this Jaw to lift 
· tl~e restrichons; I take It for granted that it must be 'Passed or else we 

will stand before the wor~d as making ourselves virtually helpless, 
so far ns power. on land IS concerned. The important thing is to 

· luwe .tl~e people m the country nnd the men in ilie Army understand 
why 1t IS necessary to extend the service period. 
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I saw a striking letter recently from a major commanding a bat
talion mainly of selectees, saying that the morale of the men is and 
will remain good, provided they know why their service has to be 
continued. A great many persons say: "I have a sense that there is a 
grave crisis; I don't doubt that there is; but tell me more exactly 
what it is." If you tell him, he will be satisfied. And gentlemen 
sit here and ask the same questions along that line. I sympathize 
with those inquiries; they should be answered. 

I think it is true, however, that the average informed person who 
reads a good newspaper, for example the New York Times, from 
cover to cover every day, has seen most of these things in the press. 
To illustrate, my law firm happens to represent the Pan American 
Airways Co., and has for many years; so I happen to have known 
something about the South American situation for many months. 
But this enables me to know also that the essential facts about Nazi 
intrigue in' South America were put in the New York Times months 
ago, and any informed person could have read them. There were 
headlines the other day that General Marshall had made an important 
disclosure in the Senate committee hearing about South America. 
But for the most part he was simply mentioning things that were 
published some time a~o. · 

What does this crisis consist of~ First of all it arises from the 
vast ~-owth of Hitler's power, combined with the Nazi hostility to us. 
Consider what Hitler has done. 

Hitler in less than 4 years has taken over or conquered 13 countries. 
Here is his record since 1938: Austria, with 7,000,000 population; 
Czechoslovakia, with 10,000,000; Poland, with, say1 20,000,000-now 
he has it all, but I refer to his share on the purtit10n in September 
1939; Norway, with 3,000,000; Denmark, with 4,000,000; Holland, with 
8,ooo,ooo; Belgium, with 8,ooo,ooo; France, with 42,oop,ooo; Hungary< 
Rumania, and Bulgaria, with 35,000,000 together; r ugoslavia and 
Greece, with 22,000,000 together-thus dominating and enslaving 
159,000,000 people, partly by coercion and puitly by military conquest. 
Adding the 70,000,000 in the old Germany, he now has under control 
about 230,000,000. Adding Italy with 44,000,000 population, the total 
is 274,000,000; and if he conquers Russm, even up to the Urals, he 
will have under him about 100,000,000 more, or a total of some 375,· 
000,000 people. . 

Besides the countries mentioned there remain in Europe: Sweden, 
with 6,000,000; Finland, with 4,000,000; Switzerland, with 4,000,000; 
Spain, with 25,000,000; and Portugal, with 6,000,000; making about 
45,000,000 more. 

So, if as General Marshall said, we must contemplate the possible 
overrunning by Hitler of Spain and Portugal, and remember that 
Sweden and Switzerland are at his mercy. We see that Hitler now 
has virtually all Europe in bondage. If he continues his schedule in 
Russia, he will have the complete domination of more than 500,000,000 
people. Nothing like that has happened either in the modern or 
ancient world, nothing even approaching it. 

What then does the real crisis consis.t oU It seems as if nearly 
evervone wants to circle around it. 
' The real crisis for us is the question of survival of the British Isles 

and the British Commonwealth of Nations. Every thoughtful per
son knows that. · So why not talk about itt 
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The real question for the United S~ates is not this va~~ thing called 
"hemisphere defense"; it is the question whetJ:ler the Br1t!sh Common
wealth of Nations is to be conquered by Hitler .. rh": ISSUe for ~he 
United States and what constitutes th~ present criSIS, IS the ques~wn 
whether the British Isles and the Brit1sh C?mmonwealth o~ Natwns 
outside of this continent are to stand. If H1tler gets them, If he gets 
India, with 350,000,000 people; the British is!~! with 45,000,009 people; 
Australia, with 7,000,000; New Zealand, w1t 1 1,750,000; Smgapore 
and Hongkong-all the BritiFh possessions all over the world (except 
Canada and the British colonies in the Caribbean, because if he con
quers them he conquers us)-if he conquers all these, Hitler would 
control, even leaving out J"apan, over a billion and a half people out 
of the less than 2,000,000,000 people in the world. . 

It would be folly not to see that world domination is Hitler's pur
pose and that following other conquests he would try to take possession 
or c~ntrol of South America, and then attack us. But he cannot do 
those things if the British Isles survive, upon which survival, in turn, 
rests the British Commonwealth of Nations. 

If, on the other hand, he should force the capitulation of the British 
Isles, then he will be ready to operate on us as surely as the sun will 
rise tomorrow. 
~o when we talk about building an army, is it on the assumption 

that we are going to stand back on our own shores and watch the 
British Commonwealth of Nations go down~ We speak of being in 
readiness· but in readiness for what~ Would it be in readiness to 
stand aside and see the British Commonwealth of Nations gradually 
forced toward surrender for lack of our active participation, so that 
we would stand alone in the world~ Or is it a readiness, if and when 
the people want to do it, to fight Hitler, and fight him anywhere in 
the world where it is the most effective place to fight! What I am 
driving at is the sense of.unreality as to what we are facing that one 
gets from some of the questions raised in this discussion. What "'e 
are fncing, in my judgment, is the probability of a great and arduous 
war. 1\Im:eover, what most people do not realize, I think, is that if we 
do no~ go mto the w~· that would probably mean a big<>er mobilization 
tlum If we sho~tld go mto tlte war. By gomg in with the British Com
mom.vea.lth, l:htier can be stopl?e.d. But if we d? not go into the war, 
and tf, m consequence, the Bn~tsh )tave to capitulate, is it not cle;~r 
that we would have to have a still bigger army and a longer l?eriod of 
mobilization-unless, indeed, we surrendered ourselves wtthout a 
struggle, which we would not do. 

1\Ir. Er.sroN. Do you advocate a declaration of war! . 
1\Ir. CLARK. Yes. But I do not want any of you to .think that I am 

any .m~re .warlike than others her~. Perhaps I am less so for a good 
f•uml) reas~m. l\Iy purpose here IS not to advocate war. That is not. 
th~ pr~nt !ssue, but rather to present my analysis of this situation. I 
~hulk It IS tn~e to t~ll the truth. · It has been well said that the trouble 
IS that there IS too h~tle plain speaking and hard thinkina on what we 
nc~~ally nre up agnmst. Unless there is plain speaki~a about the 
cr1st~, you ~nnot expect to maintain the morale of tlte t;;'oops or the 
pubhc. ~ t.h1~1k they should be told in plain language what the nature 
of the crtsls 1s. They should not only be told that there · · · • they sho ld be ' ifi • IS a Cl"ISIS, tl . u gwen spec cations as to what it consists of. Unless 

1nt IS done, many of them .l,Ilny -not undersl.!lnd it, although they are 



REMOVE RESTr.ICTIONS ON NATIONAL DEFENSE 45 

amply able to do so if they have the facts. You must remember that 
most of these selectees are over 21 years of age, and that they are above 
the average in intelligence with relation to the general population, as 
the figures show. What the informed people of the country are think
ing is indicated by the recent Gallup poll taken among people in Who's 
Who only, showmg that 45 percent of them favored an immediate 
declaration of war. This shows what people who know maps and dis
tances and populations and who can size up pretty well what the 
situation is are thinking. It shows that the well-informed people 
of this country understand pretty well what we are up against. This 
means, I believe, that as the facts are better understood the whole 
people will come to the same conclusion. 

With further reference to the nature of our problem I want to 
ask if you gentlemen would "like to have me send you copies of a. 
pamphlet containing a reprint of Professor Staley's article entitled 
"The Myth of the Continents," published in the April 1941 issue of 
Foreigu Affairs. I think it is one of the clearest and most forcible 
articles I have seen in recent years on our strategic position in the 
world. 

The CHAmMAN. I will be glad to have it. I think we would like to 
have this brief printed in the record also. 

Mr. CLARK. This article explodes and destroys the idea that so
called hemisphere defense is feasible without the aid of the British 
Commonwealth of Nations. It shows exactly what would happen 
if Britain should go down. Professor Staley in this article shows 
that the distance from Madison, Wis., to Buenos Aires is as great 
as the distance from Madison, Wis., to Manchuria. He shows that it 
is farther from Madison, Wis., to Buenos Aires than from Madison1 
Wis., to Cairo, Egypt. 

The fact is that the only way to defend South America and to. 
prevent Hitler from going there, is by a combination of sea and 
air power. It is true, as General Marshall publicly said, that Pan
American· Airways is building airfields, but they would be building 
them for the Germans if they should get there first, and not for us.· 
· Now, one word about the relative strength of our position, as com.: 
pared to a. year ago. A Member of Congress happened to sit down 
next to me this morning; and he made the same remark that has 
been made so often, that the thing to do is to explain to people what· 
the nature of this crisis is. · He pointed out that the President had 
said two distinct things: First, that there is a great crisis, and sec
ondly that this crisis is greater for us than a year ago. You will: 
remember that in his message the President sharply stressed that 
the crisis is greater than it was a year ago, but that he did not assign. 
any reasons. He asked, in effect, that the people accept his judg
ment. It is time that the people should to a. large extent follow· 
the President'~ judgment; it would be foolish for them not to do· 
so, because he has sources of information from all over the world. 
However I do not blindly accept anyone's judgment, for I want to · 
do my own thinking; just as I assume Congress wants to do its own 
thinking, and most of the people want to arrive at their own con
clusions. · · 

There is a tendency, I believe, to underestimate the intellit,:ence 
of the American people on an issue like this. 

6123()..-.41--4 
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I am not talking now only about the people in Who's Who, for 
there are people of sound Judgment, intelligence, and shrewdness 
scattered all through the population. There are tens of millions of 
them, and only 15,000 are represented in Who's Who. But our 
people want to know the facts. They want to know what are the 
facts nnd inferences that justified the President in saying, first, 
that the crisis exists, and, second, that it is greater than it was a 
year ago. I have no doubt of their ability to appraise the situa
tion, i:f given the fncts. They know that we cannot afford to let 
Britain go down. If you had put the question to the Who's Who 
group in the Gallup poll a little differently by asking, "Would you 
favor going into tl1e war immediately if it is apparent that otherwise 
the British Commonwealth of Nations is going down in defeat~" it 
would not have been 45 percent in fa"vor of war, but it would be 
90 percent. 

In a recent Gallup poll in England, some 40 percent of the people 
polled-a plurality of those voting-said that they believed that 
they could not win this war without the participation of the United 
States. Now, I believe that to be a mihtary fact, and I have seen 
hardly any informed military man or observer who would not say so. 

I do not know any military authority of greater experience than 
Col. Frederick Palmer, the noted war correspondent. Perhaps he 
has seen more campaigns than anybody else in this country. I re
member a conversation in October 1939 with Colonel Pahner. I 
asked him if he could prevision tlle course of the war, and he 
answered about as follows: 

It Is risky and maybe foolish to try an answer but I bave tbls In mind. I 
think Hitler every day Is making bls prepamtlons for a campaign In the west. 
I think be will Invade Holland, Belgium, and France In May or June of 1940 
and I think he will probably conquer them. Now, If be does that, there will 
be nothing to prevent him from conquering the whole of Europe. 

Colonel Pahner did not say anything about Russia, but he referred 
to every country on the continent of Europe except Russia. It came 
true that France and those other countries collapsed and that Britain 
was isolated Colonel Palmer lmd anticipated that, but he also said: 

I think the British will not collapse even If the Continent goes under. A great 
people like the British will not go down easily; they are too brave and tough to 
go down without a great struggle. 

Then he went on to say about as follows: 
There will probably come a time when vlrtunlly all the sbips In the world will 

be concentrated on two routes, one trom Halifax, on the northern route, and one 
from New York, to the Brltl~b I•les. Then at last all will know that we are 
facing the tl~rent of Hitler's domination of the whole world· and Indeed that 
would probably be. the_ outcome unless the United States t~kes its part' then. 
Before that time comes· the United ·States will probably not hnve taken Its part, 
because of inertlu, propngnndn, nod mlslnformutton. But finally must come the 
grent decision for the United Stntes nod the world. 

It is amazing how right Colonel Pahner has been. I think there
fore, that "·e would be fooling ourselves if we should appro;ch this 
prob~em from the standpoint of taking these men into the Arm to 
remam there for 12 months for _train~ng, and then sending them hlme. 
If we d~ that, we would be dealmg With the issue from a wholly unreal 
standpomt. 
;; ou gentlemen, I !!llggestl should know precisely what you are doing 

w en you vote on tlus questiOn of maintaining the Army organization 
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and preventing its disintegration. You will really· be voting· on the 
question of the existence of a national peril. The issue will not be 
that of going into·war now, but it will be a question of having an effec
tive army ready-in the event of war, if and when it should come about. 
I believe also that the question should be determined with the thought 
in your minds that very likely, and, indeed, probably war has got to 
come about-not, of course, because we want war, but because the 
alternative is the l?robable complete domination of the entire world by 
Hitler. As I see 1t, the practical alternative is a surrender to Hitler 
or fighting it out with him. 

The likelihood that this alternative would develop is what we 
envisaged a year ago. That is why we brou~ht forward the Burke
\'V adsworth bill. That is why we recommencted an inventory of our 
manpower from 18 to 65 years of a~e-a proposal that was ahead of 
its t1me but will be adopted later, 1 think, just as has been done in 
England, Australia, and Canada. That is why we added to the pro
vision for the training period a proviso that the service could be ex
tended if the national interest was imperiled. We were, indeed, hop
ing against hoJ?6 that the present situation would not happen. But 
now, the situatwn is developing exactly as the signs of the times and 
the events indicated all along. And if this matter is approached from 
the viewpoint that to safeguard our interests we must have an army 
ready to fight the necessary joint resolution would pass, not by a vote 
of 2 to 1 or 3 to 1, but by a virtually unanimous vote. That is what I 
think the Congress of the United States should do. 

:Mr. ELSTON. The original Conscription Act which, I believe, your 
association sponsored, provided, I think, for only 8 months of training. 

:Mr. CLARK. Yes, sir; but always with the I?roviso that the service 
be continued if Congress declared the national mterest to be imperiled. 
Our original suggestion for an 8-month training period was for the 
same reason that was mentioned by General :Marshall, with reference 
to his acquiescence in the 12-months' period. We thought that the 
people of the country did not visualize the situation of affairs clearly 
enough 1<? be willing to accept more than an 8-months trainipg period 
at that" trme. As soon as we saw that they would accept more, we 
readily acquiesced in a longer period and, indeed, urged that the 
period be increased. 

:Mr. FADDIS. Do you recognize the fact that the idea in the minds of 
many American people that the war cannot be won except by some 
enemy, or except by an offensive nation, would be broken down if they 
were apprised of the truth, not only as to this situation, but as to all 
like situations that the world has ever seen¥ They have drawn the 
curtain over their minds and refuse to see it. 

:Mr. CLARK. I think it is up to our -leaders to .warn -them. There is 
a chapter in the Book of Ezekiel that is exactly in point. I cannot 
quote the language, but it refers to the watchman on the wall to warn 
against the enemy's approach. The prophet says that the watcher was 
put there to wan1 the people of the approach of danger, and "woe be 
to him, if he fails in that duty." Our leaders have warned us, but only 
in general terms. The President of the United States, going back to 
1938, has often visualized the world situation and has repeatedly 
warne(} us against the aggressors. Yet he was accused of bemg rash 
and of urging the people to war; and that was the most unjust charge 
ever made. The Secretary of War has warned us; the Secretary of the 
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Navy has warned us· and the Chief of Staff. But for various and 
sundry reasons that I

1
do not agree with, they have, until v~ry recently 

at least, refrained from giving chapter and verse and statmg the spe
cific facts of the situation that comprise the threat. However, the 
other day General Marshal}. spoke up .Publicly in mentioning the P.Os
sible or probable overrunnmg of Spam?..!'ortugal, and North AfriCa, 
and I am very glad that he did that. He also publi~ly spoke of the 
garrisoning of Alaska. Now, why do we need to garrrson Alask~ ¥ I 
do not think there is any mystery about that. The facts are plam on 
themap. . 

The CHAIRMAN. There is a series of air bases already established 
up there, and the Bering Strait is only about 50 miles wide. 

Mr. CLAnK. Yes, sir; that is true. It is obvious that we should 
have bases there. We do not know what the fate of Russia may be. 
It is very possible that Hitler may attack Russia beyond the Urals, 
and advance into and conquer Siberia. In that event, Hitler wonld 
sttmd right opposite our coast. 

Mr. FADDIS. We have today in the Army something slightly in excess 
of 1,600,000 men l 

Mr. CLARit. There are 1,400,000, I believe. 
Mr. FADDis. There are 1,400,000 men. Do you, or not, believe it is 

ridiculous for us to claim that it is military preparation to have an 
Army of that size here that may have to face an army of at least 
5,000,000 men i 

Mr. CLARK. General Marshall stated publicly to the Senate com
mittee that 152,000 additional men had bten already authorized, 
which number he wanted to ruise. He asked also for slightly less than 
150\000 more menbbringing the enlisted strength up to 1,700,000 men, 
wit 1, I suppose, a out 125,000 officers, or a total of over 1,800,000. To 
that you would add the Marine Corps, and there are 275,000 men in 
the Navy pro;per. With regard to the numerical strength of the Army, 
I was asked m the Senate committee whether I thought the 1,800,000 
total strengtJ1, as indicated by General Marshall, was too small and I 
said that I would not presume to express an opinion contrary to Gen
eral Marshall's jud~ent. However, I stressed the point that General 
Marshall ~as speaking only as of the present moment, and that he 
thou.ght tins would be a proper program under the present conditions, 
I tlunk General Marshall sard that he would assume that for the pro
tection of th_i~ hemispl~erei that should be an adequate force undet 
pr~~nt cond1t10ns an.d rf t 1e men were highly trained and equipped 
I tlunk the ~~ntex~ will show also that General Marshall was assumin<t 
that the Brrtlsh shll stood, R!Jd tlmt if tl1e British Isles did not stand 
he would not have Rl;!Swered m the same way. 

Mr. :If ADDIS. If Hrtler should conquer Russia, or taking the nortion 
of Russra already conquered by him. how many men could h ' 
there for his army 1 ' . e rarse over 

alf!!"" CLARK. ~.do not think that he cou~d get d~pendable troops from 
. lOse count11es. ~l!ernl Marshall sard, I tlunk, that he has 5ome

tl!m~ ";hort of 300 drviSrons of German troops alone. If Hitler could 
drscrlline all those ot~er peoples to serve in his army and assumin 
tJmt 1

1e ~et~/~ Russm, then he could raise out of those 500 000 oo3 
P&P ili • ' or 50,000,000 men, I suppose. But that w~uld be 
a r ey were amalgamated and trained in his ideology. · . 
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Mr. FADDIS. Of course, hunger would have its effect, and he would 
control the food supJ?lY of Europe. · 

J',1r. CLARK. Yes, s1ri and he now has Czechs making munitions for 
him, and the Norwegians, Danes1 Dutch, Belgians, and French are 
building ships for him. I think they are also making planes for him 
in France. With the pressure of hunger over a period of years, he can 
persuade many people that it is better to be on his side. The point is 
that in face of this vast, unprecedented and hostile force, to say that 
our national interests are not imperiled is, I think, to be willfully blind 
or hopelessly complacent. I have heard it said that if the American 
people are so blind that they cannot see gx:ave peril to the United States 
in that picture, it is time that Hitler d1d take us over. But I do not 
like that cynical view; and I do not think it possible that our people 
will be so blind as not to see the danger at last. 

Mr. CLAsoN. Did I understand you to state that you expected that 
the United States would engage in actual fighting before the war was 
over¥ 

Mr. CLARK. Yes; but I want to give my answer very carefully. 
I think in the first place, that we should have a well organized and 
trained force of troops so that it will be able to fight on good terms 
and not against hopeless odds against any force likely to be brou~ht 
against them. To answer more directly, I think it is very probable, 
or, at least, quite likely, that before the end, a part of our Army 
will be in the fight. 

Mr. CLASON. Outside of the Western Hemisphere! 
Mr. CLARK. Yes, sir • some of iliem. · · 
Mr. CLAsoN. It was the purpose of your committee to bring in the 

first part of the Selective Service Act, and the committee thereby 
brought it into being¥ 

Mr. CLARK. Yes, s1r; we had something to do with it. We pro
posed it. 
· Mr. CLASON. And the idea now is to keep this Army in a fighting 
position, and your committee has in mind using this Army in foreign 
lands. . · 

Mr. CLARK. I expressed my personal views in saying that I be
lieved some, at least, of our Arm:y would need to fight abroad before 
this thing is over. I was expressmg my personal VIew to that effect, 
excel?t that I am sure that many of the members hold the same 
opimon that I do. However, the committee contains some men who 
would certainly differ with me in that point. It contains, in fact 
a few men who are isolationists. However, I am certain that all of 
them hold ilie same view that I do about having the Army ready. 
to fight. I want to be frank about ilie other question; and I believe 
that most of the members of our group think that part of our Army 
will probably or very likely have to fight outside of what js commonly 
called the Western Hemisphere. Please do not get that mixed up 
with the question of favoring a declaration of war now, because 
that is an entirely different matter. Some of our members would 
doubtless vote for an immediate declaration of war, and some would 
not. There may even be one or two who, while advocating prepara
tion, would take chances on letting Hitler conquer the whole world 
outside the Western Hemisphere Without our trying to stop him, but 
few, if any, of us would want to take that risk. 
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I wish to make it clear1 however, that our committee is not here to 
advocate war but all ot our group firmly believe that the Army 
should be pr~pared and ready, just ns well prepared as if we were 
certain now that it would have to fight. 

Mr. CLASON. Are you one of the Committee of Fight for Freedom, 
which is interested in advancing theories or facts in regard to the war 
sitmttion? 

]Hr. CLARK. Yes, sir. I personally belong to the Fight for Freedom 
Committee. 

Mr. CLAsoN. Are you an officer in that committee? 
Mr. CLAnK. I n:m on its board of directors. 
Mr. CLAsoN. You nre an active member of that committee? 
Mr. CLAnK. Yes, sir. I do not have much time to give to it, but I 

believe in it. I personally think that it is in the interest of the 
United States, just as the 45 percent of the people represented in Who's 
Who poll think, to enter the wnr. I think it is to the cold-blooded 
interest of the United States to enter the wnr now. I think that fewer 
lives would be lost if we did it now. I think that would be the wise 
policy. I think that most of the people would be for that if they had 
full inf01mation on the world situation. 

Mr. CLAsoN. Do I understand that if you should read recent issues 
of the New York Times you would find all of the facts that have been 
brought out in this hearing before the committee today? 

Mr. CLAnK. No, sir; not nil. But I think about 90 percent of 
them would be found there. When I say this, I qualify it to this 
extent-that facts have been printed which, if read by informed readers, 
who could rend between the lines, would give the information about 
South America and the intrigues going on down there in Uruguay, 
Argentina, Bolivia, and so forth, that have been brou~ht out here. 
Thos~ facts have been fully reported in the New York Times in great 
detnil during the last year. . 
. l'Y~. MARTIN .. What size Army does your organization figure on keep
mg 111 the service? 

Mr. CLAnK. We have no view on that as an organization. 
Mr. MARTIN. Do you have nny recommendation to make in that 

re,.ard ¥ 
'i.rr. CLAnK. No, sir. . 
Mr. l\~ARTIN. Are you opposed to releasing any of the trainees fro.m 

the serviCe¥ . 
Mr. CLARK. No, sir. On the contrary, men ove~ 28 years of age 

sh?uld go out, as well as all those men that would suffer undue hard
.slup. 
. ~It:. MARTIN. You are not opposed to releasing individuals from the 
trnmmg? 
· Mr. ~~· No, ~ir; I am not opposed to that. We would be in 
favo~ of It 111 certam classes of cases, just as General Marshall said 
publicly. That would .apply to men .owr 28 years of age, and men 
:who, by reason ~f marrutge or other circumstances would be involved 
111 undue hardsh1p. ' 
. Mr. ?.Lur~IN: Did your organization write the provision in the orig-
mnl ?onscription Ac~ last ye~r providing $5 per month for pay? · 

M1. CLARK. Yes, s1r; we d1d. We made a mistake and we took it 
back at the first session. ' 
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Mr. ELBTON. Your organization also wrote in the bill the provision 
th!!t reqnires all men between the ages of 21 and 45 years to serve in 
combat forces, and that all between 18 and 21 and 45 and 64 years of 
age should be registered. 

]Hr. CLARK. As to the provision for registration from 18 to 64 years 
of a~e and liability for military service from 21 to 45, that statement 
neeas qualification. The bill carried a careful formula with respect 
to the men in the various age ranges. As to those within the range 
from 36 to 45, I think not exceeding 7 percent of those inducted were 
to be in that age range; as to those within the age range fro.m 31 to 
36, I think not exceeding 10 percent of those inducted were to be in 
that age range; and in the age range from 25 to 31-I have forgotten 
the exact formulas, but they were so drawn that older men would, in 
practice, have been called upon only in small numbers and only where 
they did not have dependents. All this was explained in the hearings 
a year ago. The theory was exJ?lained by Colonel Donovan when he 
was here. Some thought that m the German Army the infiltration 
of some older men worked out very well, that a slight stiffening and 
sprinkling of older men would make for a better army. We were pro
ceeding upon that theory. Whether Colonel Donovan was right about 
it I do not know; but h1s arguments were not to be lightly ignored. 

Mr. ELBTON. You just got through saying that you agreed with 
General Marshall that all of these men over 28 should be deferred 
from military service. 

Mr. CLARK. That is my personal view. I have myself become edu
cated on that point. 

Mr. ELBTON. When did you become educated to that 1 
Mr. CLARK. Gradually, I believe, in the course of the last year, hear

ing reports from the camps and so on. Nevertheless, I think there was 
great merit in Colonel Donovan's argument, which is in the minutes 
of this committee, that there should be a small sprinkling of older men. 
Of course, there is such a sprinkling in our Regular Army. But he 
thought it should apply, too, in this new draft army. It was, I believe, 
what the Germans do and he thought that such a sprinkling would 
make the most effective Army.-

Our General Staff apparently does not think so. They apparently 
think that under the present conditions, at least, the older men do not 
fit in very well, and had better be discharged. That is an expert opinion 
and I defer to it. _ 
. Mr. :MARTIN. When did you abandon your attitude on the matter of 
$5 a month~ 

Mr. CLARK. The first day the bill came up. 
Mr. ?.LumN. The $5-a-month concept, then, did not carry over into 

the present idea of unlimited service. 
Mr. CLARK. The $5-a-month idea was simply to apply during an 

8-month training period. · 
Mr. MARTIN. During an 8-month training period. 
Mr. CLARK. That is, if the men were called into service as distin

guished from the 8 months training, we never had any idea of $5 a 
month but on the contrary assumed they would have the regular pay. 
We looked on this idea of training for a limited period as a duty of 
citizenship. 

The CHAIRMAN. I think that is immaterial on the question of whether 
or not there is an emergency here now. 
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Mr. MARTIN. I have one further question. Did your organi~ation 
agree with the American Legion's national convention resolution of 
1919 drawing a distinction between conscription for service and con
scription for armed forces I 

Mr. CLARK. The purpose of our association following the World 
War--

Mr. MARTIN. Did you agree w!th those .resolutio~s of th~ fi:st ~a
tiona! convention of the AmeriCan Legio!l drawmg a distmctiOn 
between the two I 

Mr. CLARK. Could you tell me a little bit more about that I 
Mr. MARTIN. The distinction made in the resolution of the first 

National Convention of the American Legion in Minneapolis in 
1919 was as between conscription for training and conscription for 
armed service. 

Mr. CLARK. No· we never agreed with that. Our platform al
ways was-compulsory military training in pence and compulsory 
selective service in war. We thought every time you raise an army 
for war, that the system adopted in 1917 was correct; that it is a 
duty of citizenship, nnd thnt is the theory upon which the bill 
that we proposed in J nne 1940 was drafted. 

Mr. MARTIN. Did your organization have anything to do with 
the shaping of the National Defense Act of 1920! 

Mr. CLARK. I think on! y with regard to the citizens' military 
trnillin« camps which we were very much interested in. 

Mr. iiARTIN. Did you have any part in setting the length of time 
for training that was set out in that proposal for conscription, in 
that act¥ 

Mr. CLAnK. Yes; we did, but that unfortunately did not pass; 
I was speaking of the N ationnl Defense Act, as enacted. 

Mr. MARTIN. Do you know the length of time specified in that 
net¥ 

Mr. CLARK. Four months. 
Mr. MARTIN. Two ~onths optional extension, was there not I 
Mr. CLAnK. Yes, Sir; and other features for further training as 

reservists. That was a peacetime measure. On that basis we 
thought 4 months wns goo~ ~nough, and also that it was all that 
could be passed. That trammg act passed the Senate committee 
and I think was unanimously recommended. But it failed in the 
Senate and never even got to the House. If it had passed Congress 
we would probably not be meeting here today· it would not have 
been necessary. I thank you for your patience. ' 

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you very much, Mr. Clark. 
(Mr. Clark filed the following brief:) 

RF.WOVAL OF TIME RF.STRICTIONS ON ACTIVE SERVICE OF SELECTEES, NATIONAL GUARD 
MEN AND RESERVE OFFICERS 

STATEMENT IN SUPPORT OF THE BECO:UliENDATIONS OF THE PBEslDENT AND THE WAB 
· DEPARTMENT 

This document eontnins a short statement of the reasons wh the 
r;strlctions on length of service should be removed b th c Y 
The broad grounds upon which this action is ndvocat!d a~e. 0(f)e~~ 
~~e~~ ofJbT ~rid situation and to prevent the disintegration of the Army 

. n ti e 1 u t States. tbe Congress should forthwith decinr~ that "the 
n ona tnterest is lmperlled." (2) If this disintegration were per-
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mltted the power and Influence of the Unlted States would be seriously 
hnpalred and Its Interests endangered. (3) Any objection that the 
extension of service would involve a breach of contract or of good faith 
Is unsound. 

(Submitted by Members ~f the National Emergency Committee of the MU!tary 
Training Camps Assocllltion of the United States, New York, N. Y., July 21, 
1941) ., 

RE:u:ovAL oF TulE RES'llUcnoNs oN AOI'IVE .SERVICE oF SELEC'l'EI!:S, NA'O.ONAL: 
GUABUS MEN AND RJo.:SE.BVE OFFICERS 

INTRODUCTION 

In this statement the undersigned members of the natiomil emergency com-· . 
mlttee of the Military Training Camps Association of the United States' support 
the urgent recommendation of the President and his military advisers for the 
prompt removal of the legal restrictions (under the Selective Service Act) limft;.; 
lng the time of service of the selectees and the restrictions (under Public Reso
lution 9B or Augnst 27, 1940) with respect to the National Guard and Reserve 
components. 

Nearly all the undersigned are former officers of the Army of the United States; 
and most of us bad experience In the command of troops In France In 1917-18: 
None of Us is a professional soldier; and we are all now in civil life. We ore 
all members of the National Emergency Committee of the Military Training 
Camps Association, which was formed In May 1P40, to draft and sponsor. the: 
hill that was introduced by Senator Burke and Representative Wadsworth on 
June 2Q-21, 1940, and became law on September 16, 1940, as the Selective Service. 
Act. · 

Representatives of our committee nppenrod before the Committees on Military 
Aftnlrs of the Senate and the House In July 1940, In support of the Burke
Wadsworth bill. We have retained a strong Interest In the workings of the 
Selective Service Act. We believe It of crucial Importance that the Congress 
shall declare tbat "the national interest Is Imperiled" pursuant to section 3 (b). 
of the Selective Service Act, so as to permit the President to extend the time 
of service of the selectees. We also believe that similar action should be taken 
by the Congress with respect to the time of service ot the National Guard and 
Reserve officers. . _ . · : 

i. :rN viEW OF THE WORLD SITUATION AND TO PREVENT THE DISJNTE:JRA'rJON OF THJII 
. ARMY OF THE UNITIID STATES THE CONGRESS SHOULD FORTHWITH DECLARE THAT. 

'l'HE NATIONAL 1N1EDEST IS UIPEBILED 

The Chief of Stnft conservatively and carefully stated to tbe Senate Mllltnry 
Aftnirs Committee on July 9 and July 17 that the prnctlonl effect of continuing 
tbe present restrictions would be to disintegrate the Army, and that the prob
lems presented in such event would be insoluble. · 
· General Marshall also stated on July 9 and again on July 17 tbnt our Nation 

Is confronted by a grave crisis and that the dangers to this country are greater 
than a year ago, when the selE'ctlve-servtce bill was under debate. He gave 
impressive reasons for his conclusions. We concur with those conclusions and 
those reasons. 

We believe that what the Congress and the whole people bnve to face Is that 
a great and conquering power is loose in the world; that the entire resources of 
an immensely powerful nation with a strong military tradition have been su.. 
premely organized, not only to conquer all Europe, but to dominate the whole 
world. Until we face up to these simple facts, we cannot visualize the nature 
and the degree of the !brent to our Nation. . 

Prior to the Introduction of the Burke-Wadsworth bill on June 20. 1940, Nazi 
Germany bad already taken Austria, Czechoslovakia, Nonvay, Holland, and 

1. The Mtlltary TrRlnfn't CAmps ARRociatlon of the United •states was formed tn 1016 to 
embodv the 8 o-ealled •'Piattsbur~ lflea.. Tbe association sponRored the pre-World Wnr 
Plnttsburg Camps. and aldf>ft the Wnr DPpartment ln tbf! organl7.atlon of thf! Jt're&t omcenf 
training camps of 1917. Aftf!r the World Wal" It advocatPd. without suC("@f'IS, th@ enPctmPnt 
of compnlaory untverRnl training. Sobaequently, tb€0 RRI'!OclaHon. for 20 yeara, aided the 
War Deportment In the recruitment of the Citizens Military Tralnln"' Cnm~lnc@ 1922 
in a semiofficial n-latfon with the War Department through the system ot civlllan aides to 
the Secretary of War. 
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Belgium. In the 13 months since June 20, 1940, this course of conquest has been 
steadily and relentlessly pursue<l. We have seen the capitulation and complete 
Bubordlnntlon of France. We have watched vast and destructive attacks upon 
Britain, both by sen. warfare and by the bombing of her ports, factories, and 
cities. While these attacks have failed to crush the spirit of the British people, 
they have !nfticte<l n greater loss of life on sea and land than is commonly 
renltzed tn this country. They have destroyed an enormous tonnage of mer~ 
chant vessels and n large number of warships, and they have caused immense 
material damage to industrial resources and homes in Britain. We have wit
nessed tbe subjugation of Rumania,· Bulgaria;· and Hungary by coercion· and 
threats. We have seen the mllitnry conquest of Yugoslavia, Albania, and Greece. 

The net result of these vast events bas been to give Nazi Germany actual posses
sion or dominance of virtually all Europe. Now, we are witnessing the sudden 
and ruthless attack of Germany upon Russia-an attack which has already pene
trated far Inside the Russian borders nod threatens to render Russia virtually,. 
if not entirely, impotent. It Russin be conquered or rendered helpless, Hitler's 
conquests will hove gone farther than those of any conqueror of modern times; 
his power wiil have increased to an extent that plainly constitutes a critical 
threat to every other country in the world. 

We must face tbe fact that this danger may become still greater. In his testi
mony on July 17, General Mnrsball mentioned the possibility of the sudden over
running of Spain, Portugal, and North Africa. Such an event would plainly 
enditnger nll of 'Vest Africa, and lndef2>d the whole African continent, with tre
mendous lmpllcations for us. General Marshall also mentioned the urgent neces
sity of reinforcing our garrisons in Alaska for reasons which he did not specify 
but which ony reasoning person can perceive. If the German invasion of Russia 
should run its full course through Siberia, the threat to our interests in the 
Poclftc ond our Northwestern territory is plain. 

We must further face the fact tbat German ambitions go beyond the conquest 
of vast territories and extend to the establishment of bases throughout the world 
and the ultimate control of all the oceans, as was publicly stated by Admiral 
Rae<ler, chief of the German Navy, in January 1941.' 

Beyond nll these things is the doubtful position of Japan; and as to Latin 
America the various disquieting signs which make It clear that a victorious 
Germony would seek domtnotiou O\'er some or ull of those countries. 

It Is a literal fnct that danger looms from every continent and from nearly 
every point of the compass. The truth is that the encirclement of this Nation is 
nml"rwny to nn extent tlmt few, until recently, have realized. 

In the fuce of these facts anyone who denies the existence of a critical military 
danger to the Unite<l States and its interests is, we believe, either hopelessly 
cumphw•nt or willfully blind. 

With the world situation as it exists today, irrespective of the greater dangers 
which mny well develop, no reasonnble man con deny that our 11notional interest 
Is imperiled" and g•·aveiy so. It follows that the Congress is not only fully 
justilled in declaring, in the words of the Selective Service Act, that our "national 
Interest is imperiled," but is obligate<l to do so. This obligation is inescapable 
when the etrect of a failure to make the declaration would disintegrate the Army 
which we hove been building to meet the very threat which looms before us. 

n IF THE DISINTEGRATION OF OUB ABMY WERE NOW PERMI'ITEO, THE POWEB AND INFLU
ENOE OF THE UNITED STATES WOULD BE IMPAIRED AND ITS INTEBEBTS ENDANGERED . . 

It is obYious that the question of removing the e:<isting restrictions on length of 
service cannot be considered npart from the dangers of the world situation and the 
etreet of n failure to lift the restrictions upon the power the inOuen d th 
dlplomncy of the United Stutes. ' ce, an e 

Nothing, we submit, could be better calculated to lower the prestige of the 
~nite<l ~tales at this criticnl moment thnn the retention of restrictions on our 

A 
TDlY, w trtlch 

1
hn\'e been correctly nnd publicly announced ns destructive of the 

rmy s e ect leness. 
. -

Er~~~::=.bct:m~~~~:r ~~~~"b~~ workers at Bremen, on January 28, 1941, Grand Admiral 
January 29, 1941) : "Our O~t will ~e t~:\.~l~rpr:~~~Svy,1 1s reported as saying (N.Y. Times 
power. It will take the nrot u f 0 en nrged to a size befitting our world 
bauds and will carry the l;er~n °88; nndertrrnn0 interests in the world toto Its strong 
merchant Ocet over the space of tl 1 b te erman name together with the German 
country In wh!ch the socialism or ~biro e, proclaiming the greatness and beauty or our 
O\"ersens there w111 be plenty or work of all ~~d:~.come n reauty. In our large naval bases 
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It goes without saying that a defe'at of the pending proposal, strongly urged as It 
Is by the President and his military advisers, would mean to the whole world that 
our democratic system had broken down in a crisis; that our professions of oppo .. 
sltlon to the totalitarian powers are empty; and that the United Sta(es does not 
really mean to go through with Its resistance to the aggression of the Axis Powers. 

Unquestionably, the general staffs of Nazi Germany and of the other totalitarian 
powers are watching with keen eye the action of the Congress of the United States 
on this Issue. · Nothing conld be better devised t<> encourage .them In their belief 
that democracy, and especially tbe United States, Is unable to function at a dan
gerous moment, than the defeat of the President's recommendation. It would be 
treated and advertised by them as a repudiation of the President and of the whole 
pGilcy of the United States under the Lend·Lease Act and many other measures. 

Just as a defeat of the President's recommendation would vastly encourage the 
Axis Powers, it would have a correspondingly depressing effect UIXJD the morale 
of the British Commonwealth <>f Nations, to wh<>Se active support the United States 
has been so strongly and so repeatedly pledged. 

It has been fairly said that front the standpGint <>four power and prestige In the 
world the defeat of the President's recommendation would be equivalent t<> the 
sinking overnight of a third of our battleship force. 

We beg the Congress to estimate these considerations as of prime importance. 
We submit that It should be tmthlnkable In so grave a crisis ot world history 

that the United States sh<>uld consciously and deliberately cripple Its growing 
mUitary power. 

nx. THE EXTENSION OF SEB\'ICE INVOLVES NO BREACH OF CONTRACT OBI GOOD FAITH 

The suggestion has been made that some sort of breach of contract, or at least a 
breach of faith, would be Involved In an extension of the time of service of the 
selectees, National Guard, and Reserve officers. While no actual or express con~ 
tract has been asserted, It has been said that, since both the Selective Service Act 
and Public Resolution 96 provided for 12 months' active duty, a "virtual contract'~ 
or something "in the nature of a contract" thereby arose. 

We believe that such suggestions are lrrespGnslble and without any foundation 
in fact or law. 

It Is first to be said that even If there were a contract It would necessarily have 
been made subject to the Inherent, sovereign right of the Nation to protect Its 
safety. This right Is Implicit In every relation between a government and Its citi
zens. The self preservutlon of the Nation Is the first and paramount law. In the 
present instance, however, it is unnecessary to invoke this principle be<.."U.use it is 
plain that no conh·act, virtual or otherwise, can be spelled out. 

The ststutory provisions regarding length of service are different In the case 
ot the selectees from those relating to the Reserve components, and therefore the 
questions- are technically separate. 

With relation to the selectees we stress the fact that the Seleetive Ser!vlce Act 
was not intended; ad,•ocated, or warded as n measure adapted to normal times. 
Tb,ls Is true of the Burke-Wadsworth bill as Introduced on June 20, 1940, and, we 
believe, equally true of the bill ns it became law on September 16, 1940. 

The Burke-Wadsworth bill was conceived as an emergency measure to assist in 
raising and training a new emergency Army. That and only that was its primary 
purpose. It may have been in :the minds. of some to make a test of compulsbry 
military training that' might be valuable for the framing of a m·ore· permanent 
long-time system designed to avoid the errors of the past and to prevent us from 
once again being caught unprepared. However, any such purpose was purely 
subordinate and incidental. 

It was repeatedly testified In the bearings when the bill was presented that It 
was framed to meet the emergency, which was envisaged as already e::dstlng and 
likely to grow grenter. And it was distinctly stuted that If It bad been Intended 
to propose a measure adapted to quieter times the bill would have been framed 
on entirely ditferent lines.* 

• The "following witnesses represented the Nntlonnl Emergency Committee or the MIHtnry 
Training Camps Association before the Committees on :\Uiltnry Affnlrs of the Senate nod 
the House In July 1940: Col. Julius Ochs Adler, Grenville Clark, Jame& B. Conant, Col. 
William J. Donovan, Col. Frederick Palmer, Brig. Gen. John MeA. Palmer (retired), nod 
Col. Lewis Sanders. All of these witnesses advocated the blll as an emerJ!:ency measure, 
nod one (President Conant) made It clear that he was not committed to the principle of 
compulsory military training In normal times and supported the bill only because he deemed 
lt necessary to the safety of the Nat:lon in time of crUds. 
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The language of the bill, as Introduced, was written strictly In accordance with 
this conception of the bill as an emergency measure to raise an effective_ fighting
force. As introduced the bill contained~ fallowing (sec. 4 (b)) with regard to 
liability for training and service: · · . 

11Jf and so long ns the United States is not at war, each man selected for train
Ing and service shall serve for a training period of 8 consecutive months: Pro-
1Jidcd,. That If during his training period the Congress shall declare that the 
national Interest is imperiled, he $hall be subject to service until .the notional 
lnte•·est permits his being relieved from active service." 

While under debate the above-quoted provision was amended to increase the 
training period to 12 months; and the language of that part of the provision 
relating to an extension of the period of service was amended without, however,. 
changing Its snbstuuee. As enacted (sec. 3 (b)) the language is as fallows: 

"Each mnn inducted under the provisions of subsection (a) shall serve for a 
training and service period of 12 consecutive months, unless sooner discharged,. 
except that whenever the Congress has declared that the national Interest iS 
lmperlled, such 12-month period may be extended by the President to such time 
as may be necessary tn the interests of national defense." 

It Is clear, therefore, that nat only the draftsmen of the original bill hut the 
Congress contemplated nnd provided for the very contingency which has now 
occurred. This contingency was that the international situation was likely to
become still more serious than it was in July, 1940, and thus require an extension 
of service. 

Accordingly we submit that the history of the bill while under discussion in the 
Congress evidences on Intent tlmt the period of service should be extended if the 
situation so developed U1nt "the national interest is imperiled.'' Beyond tbat, the
precise language of the law is such as to negative any idea of a contract, virtual 
or otherwise, ognlnst extending the 12-month period of service. 

Under all these circumstances, we submit that no man inducted under the
Selective Service Act con with any justice, legal or otherwise, claim that his 
rights are being infringed upon by an extension of service made ill accordance-
with the very terms of the law under which he was Inducted. . . 

lt Is true that it was hoped that the Inducted men might be placed in their 
rP"erve status at the end of 12 months' training. But this was no more than 
n hupe. It Is true also tbnt instances of undue hardship will arise from a SPrvh:e 
longer than 12 months because of home circumstances or other' reasons. ·These 
cnseN, ns General Marshall has testified, will be taken care of considerately. 
The es•<•ntlal point, however, is that the hope of restricting the active-duty period 
to 12 months and the cases of inevitable hardship have nothing to do with the 
unfounded clnhn that any breach of contract is Involved or any breach of 
good faith. 

We. nil hate the situation which has been brought about by the aggressions of 
the <ll<'tntors. \Ve all bate wm-. We all hate the ln<'onveniences and hardship.;; 
that ·arise from the necessity of preparing to defend the country as the price of 
retaining our Integrity and our independence as a free and uncoerced people. 
We all hope thnt the crisis will pass. But all these legitimate hates and hopes 
do not niter the fact that In the world as it is today we must have an effective 
army of trnlned ml~n ready to tight. Nor do our emotions change the fact that 
we t''lnnot bnYe such an nrmy unless the time of service restrictions are removE»d. 

The problem as offectlng the National Gunrd and the reserve componP-nts 
under Public Resolution 96 of August 27, 1940, and the provisions of the Natl~nal 
Defense Act, Is tcchnlcnliy different because of the difference In the wordin of 
those laws from the lnngun~e of the SelPCtive Servi<'e Act However. in ;ub· 
stance the underlying considerations are the same as tn the case of the select es 

The National Guard, the Reserve officers, the retired officers of the Re ela; 
Army, and the enlisted reserve aU :form, with the selectees elements of a s~ le 
Army of the United Stutes. It need bnrdly be argued that If it 1 mg 
to invoke the provl~ions of the Selective Service Act to exte d th s fece5sary 
~t~:::~Y~c Nutiouul Guard nud t·e~erve components sh~uld ~~~rb:et~!ae~ 

CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, we express the thought that th 
estlmnte the common sense and intellim:.nce f erthe mAmay be a tendency to under
to this issue. c- 0 e erlcnn people as applied 

We believe tl1nt the American peo 1 full 
at this time of having no effectlv/ tleghtiny coArmprehend the absolute necessity 

g my, even though this involves 
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lncoovontence or hardship to themselves or their relatives. We believe that 
the vast majority now perceive that It would be the grossest folly to disintegrate 
our Army of 1,500,000-now only partly trained-by leaving In force legal pro
visions that permit two-thirds of the men In the ranks and three-fourths of the 
ofDcers to return to civil life at the end of a year's duty. 

The people perfectly understand that the practical etlect of the present restric
tions on time of service would be to dissipate· the etlorts of the past year and 
seriously Impair our Army's strength just at the moment. that our power Is 
growing to formidable proportions. · 

The people do not. want to diminish our strength In the present era of ruthless 
power; they want to Increase it. They prize the dignity and prestige of their 
country. They would resent having It Improvidently destroyed. If there be 
those that think the contrary, we believe that they underestimate the Intelligence 
of the people. · 

We submit, thev,efore, that-as recommended by the President, the Secretary 
Of \Ynr. nnd the Chief of Stnff-the t,ongress should forthwith declurH thnt 
''the national interest is imperiled" as contemplated and provided by sectlori. 
S (b) of the Selective Service Act, and thus empower the President to extend 
the time of service of the selectees. The Congress should also, by appropriate 
legislation, provide for a like extension of service of the National Guard, the 
Reserve officerS, and other reserve components. 

Respectfully submitted. 
Paul Shipman Andrews, Francis R. Appleton, Douglas Arant, Charles 

Arbuthnot 3d, Ernest L. Bell, Jr., David M. Bowes, Dr. A. L. 
Boyce, Kenneth P. Budd, Edward R. Burke, Henry B. Cabot, Philip 
A. Carroll, William M. Chadbourne, William C. Cbanler, Gaylord 
Lee Clark, Grenville Clark, William Clark, James B. Conant, 
Dudley Davis, Harold W. Dodds, William J. Dononn, Lewis W. 
Douglas, John P. Freeman, Duncan G. Harris, Henry S. Hooker, 
Colgate Hoyt, Henry James, Robert B. Jamison. Benjamin Joy, 

. Roger D. Lapham, Loyal Leale, Ralph Lowell, Tompkins lllcii· 
·vane, J. eralg McLanahan, George G. McMurty, Robert C. Rand, 
Charles B. Reeves, Alfred Roelker, Elihu Root, Jr., Harry S. Sem· 
mes, Archibald G. Thacher, Dallas S. Townsend, Samuel A. Wei, 
don. Westmore Willcox, Jr., Tom R. Wyles. 

· The CHAIRMAN. The next witness is General Palmer. 

STATEMENT OF JOHN McKAY PALMER, BRIGADmR GENERAL, 
UNITEll STATES ARMY, RETIRED, HILL, N. H. 

· The CHAIRMAN. General Palmer, will you please give us your name 
state your connection, if you have any, whom you represent

1 
and terl 

us of your past experience so that we may profitably weigh your 
testimony. 

General P•LMER. My name is John McK PalmPr, brigadier gen
eral, United States Army, retired. My residence is Hill, N. H. 

The CHAIRMAN. What military experience have you had W 

General P·L~rER. I was on the General Stafi both before and during 
the World War. I prepared a plan of military organization for Sec
retary Stimson and General Wood before the World War, in 1912. 
I~ was published by Szcretary Sti~son under the title ''Organiza· 
tion of the Land Forces of the Uruted States" and attached to his 
annual report for 1912. 
·. I was back on the General Stafi just before the war, nnd took pnrt 
in the organization of the war Army. Then I went to France as an 
Assistant Chief of Stafi under General Pershing, and after the armis, 
ti~e. I was sent _hac!' by him to take part in the plans for a permanent 
military. orgaruzatiOn' ' .. . - . . . 
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A little Inter I become the advisor of the ~enate Military Committee 
and assisted in the preparation _of the N a tiOna! Defense Act of 1920. 
· In 1922, when General Pershmg b_ecame. Chief o.f Staff, I was. de
tailed as his aide-de-camp, and nss1sted m carrymg that law mto 

effect. . f . b"l" . 1926 d . th I retired from active semce or d1sa 1 1ty m , an. S!nce en 
have devoted m;~:~lf t? hi~tor!cal and literary work, pnnClpally on 
the subject of m1htary mshtutlons. . . . . . 

Mr. Chairman, I have a short statement of. certum historiCal mel
dents bearing upon the issue before the committee, and also upon the 
general world situation. It is not a long statement. 

The CHAIRMAN. Is it in writin~¥ · . 
General PALMER. It is in writmg, and if you prefer, I can Simply 

hand it to the reporter. . 
· The CHAIRMAN. I should prefer if you would do that, and we w!ll 
print it in the record. We shall be glad to have you comment on It, 
generally, if you wish. 

(The statement filed by General Palmer is as follows:) 

STATEMF.NT DY GENERAL PALMER 

There ore certnln Incidents In our past history which throw a clear light 
on the subject matter of theRe hearings nnd also upon the present world crisis. 

·In the summer of 1919, the Senate Military Committee under its chairman, 
JomPs W. \Vndsworth, sought to erect a sound and permanent military system 
upon our costly experience in the World War. In the following January, after 
cxhnusUve bPnrlngs in his committee, Wadsworth introduced n bill in the 
Sennte. It provided thnt the divisions of the National Guard and National 
Army whteh bud fought ln the World War should be perpetuated as a permanent 
lm~Ututlon for fhe future, and that they should be kept full of trained men 
through n ~ystl'm of unlversnl military. training. This plan was not so novel 
ns runy appear. for \Vndswortb simply proposed a modern adaptation 'of a plan 
wblrh Wn•hlngton transmitted to the First Congress In January 1790. 

It the \Vndsworth bill had passed we would 4nve been prepared for present 
world crisis wblcb Hitler precipitated In 1940. In addition to the Regular Army 
there would 1mve btO'en r;s divisions In the Nntlonnl Guard and the Organized 
Reserves, all of them filled wlth men who had bad military training and all of 
them commanded by officers accustomed to lend them In the field. In addition, 
thPre would hove been on unorganized reserve of about 10,000,000 men who bad 
graduated from the cltl1.en army during the pust 20 years.· In these circum
stun~s it would not 1mve been necessary to pass the Selective Service Act Jast 
summer for the reservoir of trained manpower would have been full. The 
proble-m of further prepnrMness would have been the simple problem of cn-lliBg 
out existing units for adclltlonnl training. 

But Wadsworth was unable to get his plan through Congress. The country 
was not yet ready to accept the great Washingtonian principle of nnlversal mili
tary trntntng n.nd service. As we had just won a war to end war, why spend 
money on future military training? As we had just made the world safe for 
democracy, why arm her for the future? An so we joined Britain and our other 
sister democracies ln creating a culture medium of pacifism, appeasement, and 
narrow Isolation for the bacillus of Hltlerlsm to thrive ln. 

In the nchml case, we were taken by surprise when Bitler overran Europe ·in 
the spring of 1940. Instead of being tilled, the reservoir of trained manpower 
was empty. It was obvious that a great army must be created and that the empty 
reservoir must be refilled. To do this under a system of voluntary recruitment 
was obviously Impossible. The only possible solution was selective military 
trnlnlng and service, and this solution was promptly adopted by Congress In the 
Selective Servlee Act of 1940-and In doing so It tinnily accepted a prlnelple that 
Washington urged In the beginning as one of the essential foundations of the new 
American Republic. 

With this grent law on the stntute hooks, the War Department under the 
leadership of the Chief of Stuff, has been crenting a great modern m·:ny, and for 
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the first time In our history we have been able to make el'lectlve preparations to 
meet a great military crisis. But now, that great constructive work Is threat;. 
ened by the fact that the whole organization will begin to disintegrate In the near 
future unless the terms of service of citizen-soldiers now in the ranks are ex· 
tended.. Fortunately, It was provided In the original law that the 12-month 
training period should be extended in a time of great national peril-and tbat 
time is now here. 

Since Congress has adopted a scientific solution of the manpower problem 
in the Selective Service Act of 1940, It may be Interesting to consider a period 
in out· history when the future of America was seriously threatened because 
Congress had adopted a bad manpower policy . 
. In the summer of 1775, soon aftet· the Battle of Bunker Hill, an adequate 
army might have been filled with men who were willing to enlist for the dura,. 
tion of tbe war. This was Washington's opinion, as formally expressed in 
letters to the President of Congress. If this policy had been adopted, the Con
tinental Army would· soon ·have beC!ome a veteran force,-. and ~it would: have 
outnumbered the enemy on every subsequent battlefield. In these circum
stances, the war should hn'\"e ended in decisive American victory before the 
winter of Valley Forge, before the collapse of the public credit and before It 
was necessary to call France in to bolster up a tottering cause. But, the 
Continental Congress would not adopt this sound policy. Instead, all enlist
ments were made to terminate with the current year. When the first year 
ended, the enthusiasm inspired by Bunker Hill bad subsided. Most of the 
volunteers of 1775 refused to reenlist for the campaign of 1776, and now It 
became difficult to obtain even raw recruits. As a result of this policy, It 
became necessarY to form o new army each year, and each year the Army 
was smaller than it was the year before. Later, Congress adopted a longet:" 
period of service, but not until It was too late to maintain an effective army_ 
If Washington had been permitted to retain the soldiers trained In 1775, Howe's 
Army might have. been defeated In 1776, and could not have survived the cam
paign of 1777. 

And so, the war dragged on through 1778 and 1779. Washington had many 
opportunities to end It but bls Army was always too weak. In the fall of the 
latter year, word came to him that Rochambeau would come to Amertea with · 
Fr!!nch troops next spring. If Congress would give him an eft'ecttve Army to 
cooperate with the French the campaign of 1780 should lead to decisive vic· 
tory. Washington reported the situation to Congress. The organized strength 
of the Continental Army was about 40,000, but there were only 20,0CO on the 
rolls and- of these many were absent from sickness and other causes. By next 
spring there would be only 19,000 men on the rolls and many of these would 
not be available for duty with the Army. There would be an unpredictable 
number of trained soldiers and an unpredictable number of raw recruits. With 
such uncertain resources as these it would be Impossible to plan an efl'ecttv.a 
cooperation with the French. Washington, therefore, proposed that each State 
should draft enough men to fill Its quota and that they should be sent to the 
Arm by New Year's Day so that they could be trained before the spring cam .. 
paign. Tbls was the only possible solution of the problem that confronted 
him. But, Congress paid no heed to his recommendations. It would not pr.,.. 
vide for a dmft. It would not even establish tbe quotas until late In the 
spring and until this wus done not even voluntary recruiting could ~in. 

By May of 1780 Washington had only 11,000 men under bls immediate com
mand, and of these 2,000 would be discharged within the next 2 months. 
Small a~ his Army was it was necessary for him to send reenforcements to 
South Carolina, where General Lincoln was confronted by superior forces. In 
the fnll of the following year after providing a meager garrison to guard the 
strategic fortress at West Point, Washington bad only about 2,000 Continentals 
to march with him from the Hudson down to Yorktown. 

Wby did Congress Ignore Washington's advice? Chief Justice John Mar• 
shall gives us an answer to this question. In his Life of Washington, he 
wrote: 

"Notwithstanding the embarrassments with which Congress was surrounded 
It Is not easy to find adequate reasons for the neglect of representations so 
Interesting, and of recommendations apparently so essenttal to the satety of 
the United States. 

"Private letters disclose the fact that two parties still agitated Congress. 
One entered freely Into the views of the Commander In Chief. Tbe other, 
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jealous of the Army, and apprehensive of Its hostility to liberty when peace 
should be ,restored, remained unwilling to give stability to its Constitution by 
tncrenslng the numbers who were to serve during the war. They seemed to 
dread tho danger from the enemy, less than the danger which might be appre
hended for the civil authority from its permanent character. * • * · , 

What this bolls down to Is this: Congress denied Washington the certain 
means of speedy victory because on obstructionist faction feared that it given 
an efl'ectlve army, he would make himself a dictator. This faction was only 
a minority but It was strong enough to thwart every attempt at efl'ective 
mtlltory or~nnlzntton since the beginning of the war. Theirs wns a delicate 
problem In cqulllbrlum. They would make their Army just barely strong 
enough to defeat King George, but not strong enough to make Washington an 
Amerl<>nn Cromwell after the victory. This was the sole cause of n prolonged 
war with nH of its attendant economic and social distresses. It is well for 
us to remember that In his struggle for American independence, Washington 
bod much less opopsltlon from tbe British Army than he bad from jealous 
nod nm·row obstructionists in the Continental Congress. 

The muttnry syste-m which President 'Vashington proposed was strictly a 
nntlonnl-de-fense orgnnizntlon. Though he propo~ed it as a means of preventing 
war, his countrymen rejected it. But the militm·y system which Frederick the 
Gnmt bequeathed to Germany was never a defensive organization. It was delib
crnte-ly designed us u conquest mn<>hine from the beginning. Frederick employed 
lt to aggrandize Pl'ussln within Gennany. He probably never thought of world 
dominion in his dny. But the seeds of future world conquest were inherent in 
the orgnnizntlon which he contrived and would inevitably develop with growing 
opportunity in the future. Bismarck used the conque~t machine; first, to crush a 
growing dPtnocrntlc movC'ment in Germnny, and then to uniteo.Germnny under 
nutocrntlc Prussia. After Bismarck's victories over Austria .and· France, a con· 
quest machine wns no longer needed for the ·defense of Germany or for the 
prot('Ction of leglttmnte German interests. If retained, the. G~rmnn G~neral 
Stutr must find grist for It outside of Germany, and so with. growing opportunity 
it would eventunlly nnd tne\•ltnbly aim nt wot•ld dominion. But for the unex
pected nwnkening of America tlli:i? was all hut accomplished In 1018. 

Since World WUr I the German General Staff bas consistently aimed at 
world dominion ns the ulthnnte goal of the German people. But the o!lnor
tuuit!' en me soonel' than wus expected. The English-spealdng peoples to whom 
the strnteglc outposts of ch·llizntion were entrusted _were found to be doped in 
]Ulclfism, RPJK'OSC'ment, and narrow isolation. Herein lies the real cause of the 
prcS<'nt crisis. There wns a high barometer of overmilltnrism in the region of 
nntocrncy and n low bnromet{"r of undermllitnrism in the region of democracy. 
Hence the luevltnble storm. The complacent pacifism of the democracies gave 
);nzl milUnrtsm Its tempting opportunity. 

AftPr rejecting 'va~hington's ndYlce for ltiO year~, the Amel·ican people returned 
to It In the Selective Service Act of 1940. Our future and the future of clvlliza
tlon dPpend upot presening and perfecting the organization that our Government 
is creating under the pro\·islons of that net. 

In my opinion, our perU is greater than it ever has been in our history.- All 
of the forces of nnzi-ism ore deployed ngnlust ns. In order to achieve )lis clearly 
t-e\·enled nlm, Hitler must conqutr m· encircle the United States. 

General PALMFR. Referring to the statement that I have filed for 
the record, I would call attention to the fact that if the bill introduced 
in the Senate by Chairman Wadsworth had passed the Congress we 
would lmve been fully prepared when tllis Hitler crisis occurred in 
1940. There would not have been anv manpower problem and it would 
not have b~en ne~e;;sary to pn!'S a S2lective Service Act. We would 
h.ave had, m add1hon to the Re,zular Army, M divisions in the Na
tmnal qu~rd and tl\e Organized Reserves, all filled with men who had 
!md trnuung, nil Ul\lts co'!l~anded by officers accustomed to lead them 
m ~1e field. A~d m add1t1on to that there would have been an unor' 
gmuzed.1:eservon· .o~ about 10,000,000 men in the country who had had 
some m1htary trammg. · 
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If we had been in that situation, the only thing that would have been 
necessary would be to order existing units out for such additional 
training as might be necessary. But that bill failed to pass. The 
country was not prepared for universal military trainino- at that time. 

The actual situation when the crisis did occur was that instead of 
having a reservoir full of trained manpower we had an empty reser
voir. It was obvious that it was necessary to form a great Army and 
to refill that reservoir as soon as possible. It was utterly impossible 
to do it under the system of voluntary recruitment. The only way it 
could be filled was under some system of compulsory military training 
and service. Congress adopted that solution in passino- the Selective 
Service Act. And in passing it, it adopted a principle w1Jich President 
Washington proposed to the First Congress 150 years before. 

Having adopted that rule, which is the only possible scientific way 
of securing manpower, we have now reached a situation in which the 
Army, being organized under those powers, is about to disintegrate 
and it becomes necessary ·to extend the temporary service, as was indi
cated in the original act itself. 

It seems to me that this should be done, and it can be done without 
great hardship according to the arran~ement proposed by General 
Marshall during his testimony. I am satisfied that it will be done. 

The CHAIRMAN .• Then you are in favor of the declaration bY, Con
gress, throug4 a form of resolution, that the Nation is imperilled at 
this time in such manner as to require the retention of the different 
components of our present military forces. 

General PAL~IER. Yes, sir; I am. 
The CHAIRMAN. The other question which you mentioned, that of 

the Wadsworth bill, which was introduced into the Senate at the time, 
I presume, when he was chairman of the Senate Military Affairs 
Committee~ 

General PALMER. Yes, sir. 
ThP CHAIRMAN. And when you were his adviser? 
General PALMER. Yes, sir. 
The CHAIRMAN. That we would have over a period of 22 or 23 years 

built up in an orderly fashion trained personnel throughout the 
country from which we could draw now without very much difficulty, 
and at very much less expense than we are now put to. 

General PALMER. That is correct. 
The CHAIRMAN. That was the error that we made. 
General PALMER. I would like to call attention to the fact also that 

there was not anything particularly novel about the Wadsworth bill, 
because he proposed nothing in ~he world but a moder~ adaptation of. a 
proposal that President W ashmgton made to the First Congress m 
1790. 

Mr. MARTIN. This reservoir of trained men that you refer to, that 
could have been trained had that bill passed, would have had 4 months 
of training~ . 

General PALliiER. Yes, sir; unless Conwe~s increased the. penod of 
the training. But I would like to say, Slr,.11:1 that connectiOn, that .4 
months would have been the amount of trammg of the newest recruit 
in the ranks. During a 4-year peri?d after t~e initiul training, eacp. of 
these men would have served either m the N atwnal Guard or Orgamzed 
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Reserves and would have attended field maneuvers twice. No man 
could lm~e become a noncommissioned officer and later an officer, unless 
he had prepared himself by further training for .each step of pro
motion. 

I do not mean to say that they would have had a sufficient amount of 
training. But suppose you had had 2,000,000 men a year ago who were 
organized and had had t~at much trn!ning, an~ !111 of the~e _could have 
been called out immedmtely and grven addrtronal trnmmg. That 
would have been a tremendous preparation. 

Mr. CLASON. On the basis of your military experience, would you 
express an opinion as to whether or not any of these American troops 
will be called upon to fight outside of the Western Hemisphere! 

General P ALliER. I tlunk that they should be prepared for that, 
if the national interest demands it. 

Mr. CLAsoN. Yes; but that is not the question. I asked-we are 
sure that is why they are being trained, to be ready for service, of 
course-but I asked now, based upon your knowledge of international 
affairs, have you an:y opinion as to whether or not nn:y of them or any 
number of them wrll be called upon to fight outsrde the Western 
Hemisphere Y 

General PALMER. No, sir; I have not. That is a question for the 
future. • 

Mr. CLASON. Then you do not see anything in the present picture, 
in the international crisis, or in the European war, which would lead 
you to believe that any of these troops will be called upon to fight out-
side the Western Hemisphere. . 

General PALMER. I do not know whether that situation will arise 
or not. But it may in the immediate future. If it does, of course, 
they ought to face "it. 

Mr. CLASON. But at the present moment, from what you know of 
the situation _in conn~ction '':it.h t.he European war, or from what you 
kn'?w of the mternatwnal crrsrs, 1s there anything which lends you to 
behe,·e that any of these troops will be called upon to fio-ht outside 
the '\Y estern Hemisphere Y " 

General PALMER. I cannot say; I do not know. In the first place, 
I do not know wh;tt the ":estern Hemisphere is. 

Mr. CLASON. "ell, ou~srde of North or South America. 
Geneml PALliER. I tlunk some of these troops may have to be used 

t? defend the necessary strategic outposts of the United States-just 
"l~e1-e, I do not know. I am not on the General Staff. I believe 
t\us: :hat to sa~ that t~1ey s)1all or _sha)l not do certain things on one 
Side ot ~he othet. <_>f an nnagmary hne Is an utter absurdity from the 
standpomt of 1mhtary strategy and military history. 

lllr. CLA~o~. Then do you think this bill should include an nmend
m1 en~ .PrOvi_dmg that these selectees, as well as others may be used in 
! Ie Iscrehon of the President or of the General St~ff at any point 
m the world 1 

General PALMER. What is that i 
Mr:tC~s~N. ~it your opinion. that this bill should be amended to 

permlti. e reshl ent. or the General Staff to use these troops in their 
discre on anyw ere m the world 1 

co1~nb!fnt~;;::d ~r~~J:Sili~t~ do not think I said anything that 
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The CIIAIRMAN. This bill does not have any effect like that. 
Mr. CLASoN. I am asking the gentleman if he thought the bill should 

be amended to that effect. You have read the bill~ · 
General P ALliiER. Yes, sir. · 
Mr. CLAsoN. You know that according to this resolution and its 

relation to the present law, the selectees cannot be used outside of the 
Western Hemisphere or the possessions of the United States. 

General PALMER. If tltat is the law, I do not believe any such limi-
tation should be written into the law. 

Mr. CLASON. You think the present law is defective in that respect~ 
General PALMER. Yes, sir. That is my personal opinion. · 
Mr. CLAsoN. That is all. 
The CHAIRMAN. Whether or not troops should be used and where 

they should be used generally should depend-practically all the time 
should depend-on the judgment of the military command in charge 
of them, is that correct¥ 

General PALMER. Yes, sir. 
The CHAIRMAN. And subject to the orders of their superiors¥ 
General P ALllrER. Yes, sir. 
The CHAIRMAN. To the direction of the Secretary of War and the 

Chief of Staff. 
General PALMER. Yes; sir. ·· 
The CHAm~rAN. Suppose they were stationed on some of our island. 

bases and were attacked. 'Vould they not have to fight back or do 
you think they should await an· order from the President. 

General PALMER. ThPy would have to fight. I think there is a 
very serious· danger of war. 'Ve do not know when it is going to come 
or how it is going to come. But if it does come, I do not think we 
ought to be hampered. I think our mission would be solely to defeat 
the enemy. 

The CHAIRUAN. On that very point, an army that is partly insuf
ficient to meet the opposition is just as futil!l as one that is wholly 
insufficient. 

General PALMER. Yes, sir. 
The Cu,uRMAN. If it loses even by a small margin, it has lost. 
General P AL~rER. Yes, sir. 
The CHAIRMAN. Are there any further questions, gentlemen Y We 

thank you for your appearance and your testimony, General. 
Mr. MARTIN. Mr. Chah~nan, I should like to ask one more question 

of 1\Ir. Clark. 
The CHAIRMAN. Proceed. 
Mr. MARTIN. Did your organization help to draft the Xational 

Defense Act of 1920~ 
Mt•. CLARK. No. Let me explain. Prior to the war and during the 

war, we worked with the 'Var Department actively in organizing the 
officers' training camps, and so forth. After the war we decided to 
continue. Let me explain that our organization-! speak of the ;\Iili
tary Training Camps Association-came out of the first so-called 
Plattsburg Camp in 1915. The association was formed in 1916. 

'Vhen the previous war came on we offered our services to the 'Vnr 
Department and suggested that the best means--in fact, the onlv 
memJs-of raising a corps of officers to oflicer the respective arms of 
the sen·ices, would be by adopting the system of the Plattsburg 
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camps. We were asked to cooperate with the 'V~~;r Department, and 
we took part in that in a big way. We work~d wrth them: 

Now, lou are speaking of 1919. We decrded. to. contmue. Our 
group o men did not want to see us c~ught ag.am m the same pre
dicament without any manpower, orgamzed, tramed manpower. We 
thought it was to the best interests of the country to ha~e !1 system 
of universal training and service, both. That was the prmcrp~e t~1at 
we adopted in our constitution. One purpose <_>f our oqp~uzatwn 
is to prepare, if possible, a Federal system of umversal tramr!lg and 
service. I remember the words. We pushed that. We published a. 
mugazine called National Service. We had a committee that we 
called the military affairs committee of our as~ociation. .T.hey put 
forward ideas and dmfts for a system of umversal trammg and 
service1and hnd some touch with it. After that, Colonel Palmer who, 
ns he JUSt testified, was adviso1· to Chairman Wadsworth's Senate 
J\Iilitnry Affairs Committee, Wll had some touch with the framing 
of that act, which was recommended by the Senate Military Com
mittee, but failed in the Senate. We had some touch with it. We did 
not sponsor the bill. We did not draft it ourselves. 

Mr. MARTIN. The reason I was asking the question is that in that 
proposal, in the conscription part of the bill, they likewise provide 
$5 a month pay, and I wondered whether you, in drafting the bill last 
year, just tooK that proposal from the original bill back in 1920, or 
whether you had sponsored that level of pay during all that inter
vening time. 

Mr. CLAnK. I think the fact that it was in the prior draft of 20 
years before influenced us, because there was a philosophy behind it, 
namely, that for training in peacetime as distinguished from service 
in war, you had presented a different situation. The young men, when 
they got in there, received their clothes and their shelter and their 
food, and they were in for a relatively short time. And we thought 
that it should be rega1·ded as a duty of citizenship. 

lllr. MARTIN. ~ see quite a dis~nlCtion, though, between conscripting 
a man and forcmg hnn to go mto Army duty and taking him and 
induci~g h~m to .go into an officers' traii!in"' camp. I attended the 
first officers trannn~ camp _before they demde'a to pay a cent of money. 
You also attended ~11e one. m Plattsburg. But we had a ~oal to shoot 
for. It was an entirely different matter. 'Ve were not m the armed 
!orces until the third trnn1~ng camp of the World War. We were not 
In the armed forces;, that 1~, unless we hf\d .been brought in :from the 
armed !o_rces .. But, n! offermg a man tnunmg for a commission, you 
were g1vmg h1m a pnze. to work for. We were not in the Army. 
. But when you conscript a man and put him in the armed :forces 
that caused In~ to wonder. whether. ~ou or your oraanizntion ·had 
sponsored the $~-co~npensatwn. provrs1on all durn1g tY1ese years. 

~Ir. ~K: "e dul1 but a gam I say :for short terms o:f tr·aming in 
qmet times, 111. peacetimes; ~ut not for service. And agam I say I 
am not defendmg that. I tlunk we made a mistake 

ll1r. liiAllTIN. You sponsored it a year a ao. I a pprecinte that 
The Cu.\TRMAN. If there is nothin"' ft~ther we thank you' very 

!nucbh,flllr. Chlnrk; an~ you, General Pnhner. w; appreciate your com-
Inn' e ore t e comnuttee. · 
.lfhe committee will now go into executive session 

(Whereupon the committee went into e~ecutive ~ession.) 



PROVIDING FOR THE NATIONAL DEFENSE BY REMOVING 
RESTRICTIONS ON NUMBERS AND LENGTH OF SERVICE 
OF DRAFTEES. 

FRIDAY, JULY 25, 1941 

HouSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
CoMMITTEE oN M=TARY AFFAms, 

W ll8hington, D. 0. 
The committee met at 10 a.m., Hon . .Andrew J. May (chairman), 

presiding. 
The CHAIRMAN. Let the committee please be in order. 
Gentlemen, we have a number of quite important witnesses this 

morning on this matter of the joint resolutions under consideration 
and, as many of you know-all of you know-Maj. Gen. Milton .A. 
Reckord has been representative of the National Guard here for a 
number of years. General Reckord is present this morning. We will 
be glad to have you come around, General, and discuss this proposal in 
your own way, and make whatever statement you care to make about 
Jt; then, after you are through, maybe some of the gentlemen will wish 
to ask you some questions. 

STATEMENT OF MAJ. GEN. MILTON A. RECKORD, COMMANDING 
GENERAL, TWENTY-NINTH DIVISION, FORT GEORGE G. MEADE, 
MD. 

General RECKORD. Mr. Chairman and gentlemen of the committee: 
I am very glad to have this opportunity to speak upon the resolution, 
because it does give me a chance, perhaps, to refresh the minds of the 
members of the committee as to the position of the National Guard of 
the country, as an institution, over a long period of years. 

The chairman may remember, in 1933, a large group of officers of 
the guard came before this very committee with what was then known 
as the National Guard bill. Up to that time, you may recall that 
section 111 of the National Defense .Act provided, that when Congress 
authorized the President to use troops in excess of the Regular .Army, 
members of the National Guard could be drafted into the Federal 
service as individuals. .And in the World War1 notwithstanding the 
fact that officers and members of the guard had volunteered, we had 
to be drafted for that service. 

That was not satisfactory to us, so we studied the subject within 
our own councils for many years and finally came before this com
mittee with a plan and a bill; the heart of the bill being a change of sec
tion 111 which would eliminate the draft provision or draft feature 
and, in place of that feature, give us the present section 111, which 
provides that when the Congress shall declare a national emergency 
and authorize the President to use troops in excess of the Regular 
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Army, he may order the units of the National <!mir~ and the m.em
bers to active Federal service and that those umts ":Ill then go mto 
the active Federal service as at that time orgamzed, as far as 
practicable. . 

That section is on the books. It was enacted 111 19.33. Last ye~r, 
when the selective-service legislation was being considered,, the bill 
which was at first presented to the Congress was most unsatisfactory 
to the guard, because we thought we saw this large group of trainees 
being placed in betwt;en the National,Guard an~ the Regular Army, 
which would result, m a few years, m relegatmg the guard to the 
rear or to a State status. So we came before your committee and 
also' went before the Secretary of War and the Chief of Staff and, if 
I may, I will rend from the letter which was signed by the president 
of the National Guard Association and the president of the Adjutants 
General Association, indicating the position of the National Gmtrd. 
This was written July 9, 1940: 

Deliberate misrepresentations, savoring of "fifth column" activities, as to the 
attitude of the officers ond men of the Nntional Guard toward emergency plans 
for the defense ot. this countt·y have been made. 

In order that there may be no misunderstanding on your part or in the 
minds of the people of the United States, or the National Congress, Ol' in any 
otbet• agencies concerned, as to the attitude of the National Guard, the afore· 
mentioned orgnnlrA~tions representing the National Guard of the United States 
do here state in Ute most emphatic manner possible that tbe National Guard 
stands reudy and willing to enter into the service of the United States, as 
provided in the Nntlonnl Defense Act, today, tomorrow, .or at any time the 
President of the United States sees fit to use the National Guard In the defense 
ot this country. 

The Nntionul Guard does llere nnd now reaffirm Its traditional position on 
matters pertaining to untlonal defense and desires to pledge to you and the 
Wnr Department Its fullest nnd most complete cooperation for the development 
and training of the laud forces of the United States, of which it Is a component, 
to meet the emergency that now confronts our country and our people. 

That was signed by General DeLamater and General Grahl. 
The CHAmMAN. What positions did they occupy¥ 

. General REOKORD .. T!1ey were, respectively, president of the Na
tional Guard AssociatiOn of the United States and the Adjutants 
General Association of the United States . 

. The CHAIRIIIA:t:l· If I rel!lember correctly, you were urging this com
Imttee las.t year, m the testJm~my on the Selective Service and Training 
Act,, for 1t to be made po~Ible that the guard could remain in the 
service longer than the per!od of 1 year, if necessary. Is that correct? 

General ~CKORD. That IS co,rrect. And I might give the members 
of the comm1~tee tl~e steps whiCh took place in connection with that 
effort. Th!J hill wluch wa.s ~repared in the War Department and sent 
to the White House had m It languaO'e to the effect that the Reserve 
compone!Jts would be ~uthorized to ~erve for not more than 1 year. 
Tf he N atJonal Gl!ard, Ill convention, passed this resolution on that 
eatur&-Resolutwn No. 8: 

m~:f~:; J:~et ~~g~~~~~:l the National Guard bill recently enacted makes 1t 
nt t11e end ot 12 consecutive ru~~~~!.be red turned from their active Federal service 

\Vhr ti 1 ,an 
sectlo~ ~~~ 0;eth~n~~~~n~f b~e~~!"!_~e t;:'~~lci 1tct

1
Is contrary to the spirit o~ 

of the National Guard of the United St t 1 a P aces men In training ahea 
Re8fiwed Th t th a es n an emergency: Therefore be it 

hereby dir.;.ted ato ta'i.e"!~~!1;~ ;~~~~\:ef Ntheti Nat
1
toGnal Guard Association is 

n ona nard bill by deleting the 
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words utwelve consecutive months" and inserting, in lieu thereof, the words "not 
less than one year." 

In other words, we desired then and have always desired to rest our 
case on section 111 of the National Defense Act, which places the 
National Guard next behind the Regular Anny, when troops in excess 
of the Re.,.ular Army are needed. So, we went to the Secretary of War 
and the Chief of Staff and aslted them to change that language, but the 
bill got out of the White House and down here and the language was 
not changed. . 

Acting on this resolution, we appeared before this committee 
and the Senate committee and urged the committees to make the 
change. I recall very distinctly in the Senate what happened. The 
selectrve service bill had been reported out of the Senate committee 
3 days before we appeared on the N ationnl Guard bill for a hear
ing. The Senators, as were you gentlemen, were very anxious to have 
the two bills J?Rrallel one another and they had reported the selec
tive service brli with the language in it reading "12 consecutive 
months." So while they listened to us very attentively, they do
cided to paralJel the Selective Service Act and to change that lan
~age, but did not give the language we asked for. They used thr.. 
rdenticallangunge that was used in the Draft Act. . 

So we are confronted today with a law which precludes the use 
of the National Guard after 12 months' service. 

As explained by the Chief of Staff, in his judgment it is necessary 
that some amendment to the present law be enacted. I am here 
to say I have felt all along that the Guard should be in such a posi
tion that it could serve indefinitely if the need for its service exists. 
Frankly, I think the need does exist. 

I have discussed this matter with many of my officers, some 
of whom would like to go horne. 

The CHAIRMAN. If the country were at peace¥ 
General RECKORD. If the country were at peace, actual peace; yes, 

sir. I sat in a group of officers a few nights ago. One officer said: 
Well, he just wished It were possible to have us all return home

but he said he-
thought It would be the height of foolishness to disrupt these trained organ
Izations, or organizations that are now partially trained, bot at the end of thP 
year will be trained-to disrupt those organizations before we are faced with 
a peaceful world. 

The CHAmMAN. General, I believe you are in command of Fort 
Meade, Md? 

General RECKORD. I command the Twenty-ninth Division at Fort 
Meade, made np of National Guard troops of Virginia, the District 
of Columbia, Maryland, and Pennsylvania. And it may be mter
esting to you gentlemen of the committee to know that our present 
strength in that division is 60 percent selectees. Forty percent are 
National Guard men and 60 percent are selectees. 

Mr. THo~rAsoN. No Regulars at all¥ 
General_RECKORD. No, sir; no regulars. 
1\Ir. HARTER. What about Reserve officers? 
General RECKORD. We were one of the National Guard divisions 

that went in with a full war-strength complement of N a tiona] Guard 
officers. 
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In the National Guard Act, you may re.cnll, Mr. ~art~r, there was 
a provision which enabled the selected enlisted men, m tlme of peace, 
to study and receive appointments as second lieutenants and. we were 
able, in my division, to take in with us, when we were mducted, 
about 37 !me officers more than we required when we went to war 
strencrth. In that respect, we are very fortunate. 
Mt~ HARTER. You are quite different from the usual or ordinary 

N atiomtl Gunrd division in that respect, are you not? 
General RECKono. Yes, sir; we nre. · 
You may remember I had a lot to do with the legislation us the 

chairman said I hnve been around here and have spoken for the 
guard for man'y years and, in the 1933 le~islation, 'Ye provided that 
enlisted men who would stud;v could contmue as enlisted men on the 
active list, but could be exammed for lieutenancies and be ap_pointed, 
and those appointments would become active upon inductton into 
the Federal service. 

Mr. HAnTEn. As I understand it, then, General, you have no Re
serve officers with your division Y 

General RECIWRD. At present I have two engineer officers and one 
Signal Corps officer, and I hnve been authorized to ask for 15 addi
tional Reserve second lieutennnts. Those 15 will be additional over 
and above our requirements. I think this is an effort on the part, 
probably, of Generall\farshall to give us a few over strength to com
pensnte for those absent nt school and other places. From now on., 
as vacancies exist, we will have a few Reserve lieutenants, or will 
have second lieutenants to come to us from the training schools, 
rnt her than come up through the grades. 

The CnAIRliiAN. Assummg there is a large percentage of the 
trainees that would be brought in under the Selective Service and 
Training Act, in all of the divisions of the Army throughout the 
country and in the regiments as well, what in your judcrment would be 
the effect of withdrawing all those young men from" service at this 
particular time l Will you discuss that feature? 

General RECIWRD. Mr. May, it would completely disrupt the entire 
Army ~n.l!ly judgmen~ompletely disrupt it. Take the case of my 
own diVISIOn: We went m on February 3. It took us practically a 
month before we were settled in camp and bedded down. We trained 
tlten for perhaps a month and a half or 2 months before we received 
om• first . selectee. T!ten, i!'stead . of getting our selectees within a 
week, wluch was phys1c~ll;v .'mposs1bl~, we received those selectees over 
abo~t 3 months. The diVI~JOn today IS not yet trained for battle. We 
u~·e JUSt n~out ready to go Into brigade exercises; followino- that divi
s~<_>n e~ercises; then ~o the So~Ith fo~ ma!Ieuvers. So that ~y di~ision 
"Ill give you ~he PI?t!lre winch exists m every other division in the 
Army. And, m additl<_>n to that, tlie Chief of Staff told you when he 
was before your c~nnmttee, __ there are certain National Gua;d units
two, at least-one m Hawau and one in Alaska and I think it would 
be almost a P,hysical impossibility to make the e~chano-es there in time 
to comply With the present law. " 

:rhe. CHAIRlll:AN, Then you are willing to say to this committee you 
think It .would be an unwise move on the part of Congress if the did 
not contmue the selectees, the National Guard and the Reserve Corps 
at present for the duration of this emergency i 
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General RECKORD. I make that statement, Mr. Chairman, without 
any mental reservation whatsoever. And although I am not clothed 
with authority to speak for the other officers of the National Guard 
Association and the Adjutants General Association, I was present 
with the representatives of those associations last week at the Senate 
hearing and I know that the National Guard, as an institution, desires 
the Congress to take the action necessary in order to permit thi&-not 
only the National Guard, but the selectees, to be retained in the service 
as long as the War Department or the administration feels there is an 
emergency. 

The CaAmliiAN. In what capacity• General, did you enter the United 
States Army or the National Guard, as the case may be~ 

General RECKORD. I went in the National Guard as a private. 
The CHAmliiAN. How long ago~ 
General RECitoBD. In 1901. · 
The CHAm~lAN. And you have been in military service, actively 

engaged in time of war, and interested in time of peace in the develop
ment of an army, ever since that time~ 
· General RECKOBD. Yes, sir; that is true. I served in theW orld War 
as a colonel of infantry. When I returned I was named by former 
Governor Ritchie as the Adjutant General of Maryland and have been 
active in military matters, with special reference to the position of the 
National Guard in the great plan of national defense, ever since. 

I believe, Mr. Chairman, in the one-army idea, the three components, 
and I am strongly of the opinion-and I know I voice the sentiment 
of 95jercent, maybe 100 percent, of the officers of the entire National 
Guar of the country, and I would add; further, 90 percent of the 
enlisted men-I do not believe there is any doubt about the fact that 
the officers and enlisted men of the National Guard knew, when they 
raised their right hands and took the oath and voluntarily identified 
themselves with the National Guard, that they volunteered for service 
to the State in a minor State emergency, and for service to the Nation 
in any emergency needinjl' troops in excess of those of the Regular 
Army. That is our positiOn, we have maintained it steadily, and we 
certarnly are not going to shirk now. 

Mr. THoliiASON. General, you have answered the question I was 
going to ask. We know how the most of the generals and high-ranking 
officers feel about this situation, but, as I understand you, the rank and 
file of the enlisted men now in the service would not especially object 
to longer service if the Commander in Chief and the heads of the War 
Department and Congress say that the national interest is imperiled i 

General RECKORD. I think that is absolutely correct. But I qualified 
my statement with respect to the enlisted men by saying 90 percent. 
I think there are certain individuals, perhaps, in the National Guard 
among the enlisted men, who have families, who would like to get home. 
In fact, I would like to get home myself if I could. But I believe each 
one of those individuals, Mr. Thomason, knows he has taken an obliga
tion to serve, and is ready and willing to serve, for such period of time 
as the Congress determines is necessary. 
. Mr. THoMASON. What is the morale of the rank and file of the 
Army at this time¥ 

General RECKoRD. I think it is splendid. 
Mr. THOMASON. How is it in your outfit¥ 
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General RECKono. Splendid. I would say it is superior. I. do 
not like to throw bouquets at my own outfit, but I honestly believe 
that is the situation. 

Mr. THOMASON. You say that with due modesty. I have some 
very fine ideas about that unit myself. 

General REcKono. I have addressed myself, as you have noted, 
primarily to the National Guard in this picture, but I believe the 
selectees should go side by side and step by step with the guard. 

Mr. THOMASON. How do you feel about this promise, I should 
say, of the President in his message a few days .a()'o and later most 
~mplmtically 1·epeated by General Marshall, Ch1ef of Staff, before 
this committee, that men over 28 were going to be let out, permitted 
to return home as rapidly as possible, and that all hardship cases 
would be permitted to return 1 General Marshall testified that at 
this very time they are ~ermitting about 2,000 men a month to go 
home because their fam1liPs or their business needs them! or for 
some other meritorious reason. Now, are you doing that w1th your 
organization? 

(lenernl REmtFono. Yes, sir, we are; we are doing that right along. 
ll!r. THOMASON. You are doin.,. that right along? 
General RECiwno. Yes; but J: think I should go further than 

thut, and I helieve the War Department will go further than thut. 
And when I say "further," I mean as soon as the selectees have 
completed sufficient training to justify the Government for the time 
and money spent on them, all over 28 should be released. 

1\Ir. THOMASON. And that is now being done 1 
General R£mwnn. No, sir; that is not now being done. 
Mr. THmiASON. Not in the case of men over 28, but hardship 

cases I 
General REcKonn. The hardship cases are being released now. 

!>-ny n~an .who l~ns a changed fa.mily condi~ion subsequent to his 
mduchon 1s havmg that case rev~ewed and, m my own division I 
have discharged a number of men. ' 

1\Ir. ~Honr. General Reckard, the tribute .YOU pay the National 
Gu~rd 1s ":ell.deserv~d, be~a.u~ I do not believe anyone who is ac-
9uamted w1th It. and Its activities would question its patriotism. But 
It occurs to m~ If such an ?V~rwhel~ing majority of the men in the 
(!:Un~d are amnous to remam m service, they would volunteer. And 
If ~" percent of your oftic~r personnel and more than 90 ,Percent of the 
enbsted me~ ~re so anx10us to remain in service durmg the emer
gency, why IS It necessary for Congress to make it compulsory~ 

Genera! REc~ono. Mr. Sh?rt, you misunderstood me. I did not say 
nnyb?d.Y IS nnx1ous to stay m. I am the major general commanding 
the dmso.n an?~ am not anxious to stay in. I would like to get home. 
But I bel!eve 1t 1s 1~y duty to stay in and I believe every other officer 
and man 111 the Nnhonal Guard feels it is his duty to do so 

Mhl SHORT: If they !elt it their duty, they would rema'in and you 
woGu not reJect them 1£ they wanted to remain would you y' 

eneral RE<JKono. I do not quite get the thoh.,.ht 
1\Ir. Saonr .. Of course, when we called the m~n 'to active service 

we told them It was to be for 1 year Now then 'f · 't f th ' feel it is th i d t t · · , , I a maJOrl yo em 
f t t. ek r hu Y 0 remam and they wish to remain you would not re use o a e t em, would you 1 ' 
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General RECKORD. No. But I do not think that is the way to ap
proach the question. I think it is too serious for that. I will say 
this, very frankly; I believe if I made a survey of the officers of the 
Twenty-ninth Division, I doubt if half a dozen of them would go 
home. I think, out of practically a thousand officers there, we would 
not lose 10. ·· 

Mr. SHORT. Can you tell us, General, how many- National Guard 
men have been sent to insular or territorial possessiOns outside of the 
continental United States? 

General RECKORD. No, Mr. Short; I do not have access to those 
figures. But I did hear the Chief of Staff make the statement before 
the Senate committee with respect to certain troops in Alaska and 
Hawaii. I do not know anything other than that. 

Mr. SHoRT. What type of division is the Twenty-ninth? 
General RE=oRn. It is an infantry square division. 
Mr. SHORT. What equipment have you over at Fort Meade to train 

your division? 
General RECKORD. We have sufficient. 
Mr. SHORT. Do you have a rifle for every man? . 
General RECKORD. Oh, yes; yes, sir. We have sufficient equipme.nt 

for training. · 
Mr. SHORT. Do you have any armored equiJ?menU ." 
General REcKORD. We haYe no armored eqmpment in the Infantry 

division; we do not have it in that division. 
Mr. SHORT. Do you have sufficient rifle practice! 
General RECKORD. Yes, sir; even up to combat practice with ball 

ammunition. We have had that. But even now we are not ready 
for battle. I stated a moment ago we are just about reaching the 
brigade phases of training. · 

Mr. SHORT. Of course the first few months of training in any 
army is necessarily required to harden and toughen the men, and 
ordinary discipline. 

General REOKORD. That is right. 
Mr. SHORT. They are not ready for combat service until they 

are broken in. 
General RECKORD. That is correct. 
Mr. SHORT . .A.nd it requires several months to do thaU 
General RECKORD. Yes, sir. At first, we went in with a certain 

number of National Guard men. Then we had all of these selectees 
superimposed upon us, and they came in brand n!lw, so that we had 
to begin again at the bottom and carry th~t ~n~rre gt;olO'p forwar~. 
Now, we have just returned from the V1rgJlll& tra1rung area m 
Caroline County, known .as the A. P. Hill; Reservation, whe~. we 
have carried all of the umts through the reg~mental combat trammg, 
and now about to take on the brigade phases. 

Mr. SHoRT. And in the interest of efficiency and esprit de corps, 
it is quite necessary that you mix many of those selectees mth 
Nationnl Guard men who have hnd some military training and 
service¥ 

General RECKORD. It is the best way to train them. 
Mr. SHoRT. You have to have some experienced men to break in 

the raw rookies and recruits? 
General RECKoRD. That is right. 



72 REMOVE RHSTRICTIONS ON NATIONAL DEFENSE 

Mr. HARTER. General Reckord, the members or enlisted men in 
the National Guard are volunteers, are they not~ 

General REcrwno. Yes, sir. . 
Mr. HARTER. And they take an oath of allegiance, when they enlist 

in the Guard ! 
General RECKORD. Yes, sir. . . 
Mr. HARTER. Do they volunteer for a defimte penod! 
General REcrwuo. Thev volunteer usually for 3 years, M~. Hurter; 

but, in an emergency, th~t period is extended for the duratwn of the 
emergency and perhaps for 6 months after the close of the emer-
gency. . . . 

Mr. RAnTER. And, of course, those men w~10 enlrst~d came m at 
different times· the enlistments are dated at d1fferent times; many of 
them have not been in for 3 years, I suspect. 

General REcrwno. That is correct. 
1\Ir. HARTER. So that their terms of enlistment expire at different 

times! 
General RECIWRD. Yes, sir. 
Mr. lL\RTER. Now, do the selectees that you have in your division 

come from the same States and Territory that the Guardsmen come 
from! 

Genernl REcJWRD. 'Ve have been fortunate in that we have been 
been able to draw practically 100 percent of our selectees from the 
area from which our units come. 

:Mr. HARTER. You have told us 'you feel there is a very high mo
tale in your division. Do you believe that morale has suffered in 
the la•t 2 weeks, or during this period when there has been discus
sion of the continuance of the perwd of training! 

General REC~tono. IIIr. Harter, I do not think the morale has suf
fered. I think there are certain of the older individuals who have 
discussed this matter-in fact I know that to be the case; men who 
nre 28 to 36. In fact, I know one man who is ahnost 36. years old. 
These men are fine, high type men, and they have been discussing 
this mutter among themselves and how it would affect them and 
whether the older men would be kept in indefinitely, or would be 
rele,.ated ~o . the Reservu and m~ke room for younger men. But, 
so f.u· us m]ury to the morale IS concemed, I do not believe the 
morale has been hurt at all. 

I think there are some of those individuals who would like to be 
1·elieved and I believe they should be relieved; but I do not believe 
that the Congress should tie the hands of the War Department in 
order, perh~ps, to release a few of the older men. I know General 
Marshall Will work out u plan by which to relieve these older men if 
fo_r no o~her reuso,n t~an the Congress would not give him the money 
w1t~ winch to_ mamtam an army which is bigger than he needs. 

If you renhze that many of these older men could be released and 
yom~ger men ~l~o are now being drafted or have been drafted who 
are m the trammg c~nters, could be sent to the division to fih the 
places! new men! havmg had the 13 weeks basic trainin()' would fit 
right mto ~he p aces made vacant by the older men wh~' would re
turn. to t~eu· homes. I am confident that is what General Marshall 
has m mmd. 



REMOVE RESTRICTIONS ON NATIONAL DEFENSE 73 

Mr. HARTER. I think we are all satisfied General Marshall is ""Oin<r 
to take care of that situation and eliminate the older men, and' pa; 
ticularly the hardship cases, at the earliest possible moment. 

I just want to ask you one or two more questions. Do you know 
whether any public officials in high places, or officials, have circular
ized your division or any of the men in it, asking that certain propa
ganda information be conveyed to the President or others¥ 

General RECIWRD. I know only what I have read in the papPrs on 
that, sir. 

Mr. HAnTEn. Do you know whether anyone in your division has 
received communications of that kind¥ 

General REcKonn. I have no personal knowledge of it. I mav 
be speaking out of turn here, but I do not believe any of the men 
in the Twenty -ninth Division are going to write letters such as you 
have been reading about. I may be wrong; there is no way to control 
it. If a man does receive a letter from anyone in high authority, he 
mighthin a weak moment, act on the suggestion; but, so far, none of 
them ave done so. 

Mr. HARTER. General, l1as your division yet had an opportunity in 
its training to be part of what we might call a combat team and 
have exerCises in conjunction with motorized units and aircraft pro
tection¥ · 

General REcKORD. Not yet, sir. 
Mr. HARTER. Do you expect to undergo such exercises¥ 
General REcKORD. Yes, sir; we do. We will begin work with 

the air in Virginia in the latter part of September. Then we go to 
the southern part of North Carolina for corps maneuvers for the 
month of October. And we remain dowJJ. in that general area 
for the month of November for Army maneuvers, during which 
time all of those forces and arms will work together. 

Mr. HARTER. No troops could be considered adequately trained for 
modern-day warfare unless they have had the advantage of such exer
cises and maneuvers, could they, General¥ 

General RwKonn. Positively not, today. 
Mr. ARENDS. I am wondermg, in connection with the present in

ductees and selectees that have already !l"one in, if it is not possible, 
with the situation that now faces us, and m view of the statement Gen
eral Marshall made the other day that we need only approximately 
150,000 to 200,000 more men to defend the United States, if we are not 
going to see ~!~any of those selectees retained in the Army if all this 
emergency ex1sts 1 

General RECKORD. I do not think so, Mr. Arends. I think this is what 
will happen; I think in the situation which confronts us in Alaska and 
in Hawaii that the selectees may have to remain a few months longer 
than some of the selectees in the United States; but I confidently believe 
that all of those men will gradually and as the War Department can 
administratively work it out, be replaced. I say that for. this reason~ 
The Chief of Staff has stated upon a number of occasiOns that he 
needed only a certain number of officers and men in the Army to defend' 
the Western Hemisphere. If we have that number, then, as new men 
are coming m all the time, it stands to reason that he will then want to
give his attention to buildin~ up the Reserve. And if you are familiar 
with the terms of the Selecbve Service Act, which I know you are, it; 
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was designed specifically to build up a large ~eserve. So t~tat the&e 
excess men will not be the new men who come m, but they w11l be the 
men who had their year's training, or maybe less in the case of the 
older group, pushed into the Reserve to make room for the new sel~ctees 
who come in. I would respectfully urge the Congress not to t1e the 
hands of the War Department as to how this whole problem is to be 
ndministered. · 

I frankly and honestly tltink the Congress should leave th~ admin
istration to the War Department. I am confident this commtttee has 
absolute confidence in the integrity of the present Chief of Staff, and 
I know the N ntional Guard has such confidence. 

Mr. ARENDS. You spoke a while ago about morale and how these 
N a tiona! Guard and Heserve officers felt about remaining in for an 
indefinite length of time: What about the 60 percent of selectees who 
happen to be under your command~ Do you have any idea how they 
fee! about it~ 

General RECKORD. Yes, sir; I do. The 60 percent are living right 
in with the National Guard. They are right in as part of tlie com
panies of the division. As I stated a moment ago, some of the older 
ones have been sitting around discussing this very feature as to what 
may happen to them-will.they have to stay in longer than a year, or 
will they not i I have stated to themi frankly, I think that the older 
men will be relensed; I think the otter men will be released as the 
War Department builds up a sufficient number of trained new men to 
take then· plnces. And it 1s not going to be hard to administer, except 
in a few cases where we find selectees overseas. 

Mr. SuoJIT. General, do you think it is wise for us to increase the 
number of men in our Army until we catch up with equipment? 
There are ronny places where there is a woeful lack of equipment. 

General HECKORD. That is true. 
Mr. SuoJIT. And practically the only training those men have had 

is to march in the dust. 
. General R~:cKono. I would not say !hat; do not say that, because that 
1s !tot .true. Bnck of all that .marchn!g in the dust is training.· The 
pomt 1s that we do have su~ctent eqmpmeut with which to train. 

Mr. SnoRT. I am wondermg where m the world you are hi din"' it. 
I want to S!IY .to you. very ~rankly, Gener~l, what you are saying tere 
does not commde or Is 11:ot m agreement With some other <Yenerals with 
whom I have talked fr1vately. " 

General RECKORo. did not say we had enough for battle. 
Mr. SuoJIT. Of course, generals can differ the same as Members of 

Congress. ' 
. Genet:al ~ECKORD. That is true. We do have equipment for trainmi. I mv1te you t,o come over and visit us. 

fr. SHonr. I tlnnk one of the most important things this commit-
tee could do, nnd thnt we shoul<l do and I IIIII cr01'ncr t k th 1 · t · · t · · I . . · eo b o us . e c lair-
m•dt o ltnsts lou lt,lts t ut.t we VISit, us ncommittee, the different arms 
un pos • nm see t te eqmpment they have. 

Genem] REcKoRD. I will take this opport 't t · · 
cm.ne over to Meade on the 11th and 12th ::Pi o :lwlfe Y't to 
go1hg to have what we call a division inspection a~Is ' 0'\a'be id 
to !We as many ofckou come over •md obse ' .wll u g a the p · t · tl t rve as WI come But 

om IS Ia we o have sufficient equipment with which ~~ carry 
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on the training. And answering the question 'specifically, therefore, 
I would say that every individual who is going into the Army as a 
soldier needs certain basic training and education and we should 
have enough men trained basically and have them for a period of 
time before they need the special weapons. 

The CHAIRMAN. And that to release the selectees at this particular 
time, or .at the expiration of the year, would be a tragic mistake as 
you see It~ . . 

General RECKORD. I think it is something Congress cannot do. 
Mr .. SMITH .. General, you are familiar with the language of the 

Selective Service Act? · 
General P.Eeimno. Yes, sir. 
Mr. SMITH. Which provides that the selectees shall stay for 12 

months unless Congress shall declare the national interest is im-
periled~ . 

General RECKORD. Yes, sir. · 
Mr. SMITH. Is it your opinion the situation is such that the Con

gress should make such a declaration at this time~ 
General R~:cKFono. Yes, sir; that is my opinion. 
Mr. SMITH. What would be the effect on your planning as an officer 

in command of the division, or the planning of the higher officers on 
duty with that division, if you knew the law required 60 percent of 
your division to be released, no matter where the division was, say 
m the first 1 or 2 months of next yead . 

General REOKORD. I take it now that you are asswmng that the 
NationaLGuard law would be'amended and the Guard would stay in1 

Mr. SMITII. I am merely speaking of the selectees; I assume the rest 
would stay in. 

General RECKORD. Yes, sir;· then we would have completed our 
training with large units and would be baclt in our tmining camp at 
Meade. But by taking these 60 percent away, you would totally dis
rupt the divisiOn and next spring we would have to start all over 
again and repeat just what we have done. It would totally disrupt 
the division as a fighting organi~a~ion. . ·, · 

i'tfr. SmTH. But you do think It IS possible over a period o~ month.s, 
say 6 months or starting the first of the year, as men with. basic 
training come' from the replacement centers, in an orderly fashwn to 
replace the selectees without seriously impairing the efficiency of the 
division 1 · 

General RECKono. Yes, sir. 
Mr. SMITH. Wherever the division may be? . 
General RECRORD. Yes sir· and the reason I say that IS because the 

new men would then co~e through a different system. ~he system 
now used is that we <>'et all of our selectees from a receptwn center, 
where ev~ry one of those men has received no b_asic training wh!lt
ever. However, in the future our replacements Will ~ome !I'?lll trum
ing centers. The men will have had 13 week~ basic t~anun~ when 
they report to us. Each man will therefore. qm~kly fit mto h1s CO!ll
puny or battery. That is the reason I say 1t will be easy to admm-
ister from now on. · 

Mr. SMITH. So long as you have some flexibility and are n,ot req~nred 
automatically to put out the men exactly on the 12 months date· 
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General RECKORD. That is right. A~d ~f we p~t .t~wse men <!ut a 
year from the date on which they came m! m my qrvrswn they will be 
going out every day for 3 months. We wrll be losmg a few men here, 
a few men there, all over the division for a 3-month period of time. 

Mr. HARNESS. General, I know what you say about some of the troops 
being good soldiers and having good morale is true, because I spent ~he 
last week-end visiting two divisions in one of the air camps. I thmk 
they are making splendid soldiers, and I think the program is doing a 
wonderful job. · 

Some reference has been made to some shortage of equipment1 par
ticulnrly our antitank units, but that is go in~ to be remedied withm the 
next 60 days to some extent, I think. That Is true, is it not¥ 

General REcrmno. I am not in a position to answer that question. 
However, we do have sufficient antitank guns with which to train. 

Mr. HAnNF.ss. I think that situation will be helped greatly shortly. 
Now, I was interested in your statement, however, that 90 percent of 

these men, including the draftees, are not concerned about this exten
sion of service. 

General RECKORD. I did not say that, Mr. Harness; I did not say 
they were not concerned. I think every man is concerned about it 
But I said 90 percent--

Mr. HARNF.Ss. Do you anticip·ate any trouble with morale, should 
this legislntion be enacted, ~ith the draftees¥ 

Genernl RECKORD. No, sir; I do not anticipate any trouble with 
morale, either with the draftees or the National Guard men. I think 
if people will ~t'?P writing. foolish lette~ and will ~et u.s go on and 
attend to our bnsmess, nnd If Congress will enact leo-rslatron that will 
give the War Depnrtment what they have asked f<fr in these resolu
tio~s, just stop stirri!l~ ~his th!ng up and get it out of the way and 
b_elnnd us, ~hut the d1V1s10ns w!ll go ahead and, in a short period of 
time, we wrll have actual workmg, fighting machines. 

Mr. HAR~ESS. !Jenera!, .Y?U do not ~enn to say that the letters that 
may be wrrtten m opposrtron to keepmg the draftees in are foolish 
letters, do you Y 

9eneral RECIWRD. I think it is foolish, I think it is an absurd situ
ation, ":hen. a gr'?up spreads propaganda like that at this time when 
the Nation rs facmg an emergency. 

Mr. HARNESS. That was not what I had reference to there. 
General RECKORD. No. 
Mr. ~ARNESS. Now, it is one thing to a()'ree with this pro<>'ram that 

the N at!onal G~ard and t~e Reserves shmiTd be kept in servke' They 
nre semrprofessronal soldrers. · 

Gener!ll RECKORD. TheN a tiona! Guard are what w J'k t 11 " 't'-
zen soldiers," "civilian soldiers." e I e o ca CI I 

Mr. HARNESs. You are in it as a prof · f d 
nnd Y?U need them around for the train~glo~f atshpart o the Gutahr ' 
come m. . e new men as ey 

General RECKoao. Yes, sir. 
Mr. HARNESs. Now there is 0 th' b . . 

understand. We hav~ about 600 ~~O dm~ a o!lt tlus thr!lg I cannot 
General RECKono I think th t'- bra te~ m the servrce now. 
Mr HARNESs w' I! IS a out rr~ht. 

. . e are authorrzed to take rn about 900,000 y 
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General RECKORD. Yes, sir. 
Mr. H.~RNESS. Instead of enacting a law here to keep the draftees 

in the service beyond a year, in order to handle these foreign posses
sions, why cannot we enlist 300,000 new men right now--

General RECKORD. I think they are coming in now. 
Mr. HARNESS (continuing). And use them to supplant these men in 

Hawaii and Alaska- without extending their period of training beyond 
a year? · 

General RECKORD. Of course, I have had no contact with the Plan
ning Branch in the War Department and I do not want to speak out 
of turn; but, just speaking as I think about your question and trying 
to answer it, I would say there are certain additional organizations 
that have to be activated in order to make this large army workable, 
and they are not all completed yet. Therefore the first men should go 
to complete those units. 

Mr. HARNESS. Right there: Let us take, for example, Hawaii. If 
we have draftees, National Guard men and Rell'lllar Army men over 
there, the draftees will, at the end of their period, unless the time is 
extended, be released and sent back to the United States? 

General RECKORD. Yes, sir. 
Mr. HARNESS. In the meantime, we could call in these additional 

300,000 draftees and have them sufficiently trained to take their places 
at the end of the year? 
· General RECKORD. I know, but I do not think the Congressman 
has the correc~ picture. Let us stick to Hawaii. You have aNa
tional Guard unit in Hawaii. The organization is due, under the 
present law, to be mustered out of service on the 15th of September. 
That is, the officers and men, who went in from the National Guard, 
are due to ~o out. The framework of that organization· is de
stroyed1 leavmg a lot of selectees hanging there in the air belonging 
to nothmg. 

Mr. HARNES~. I say I am in favor and I think we should keep the 
Reserves and National Guard in. · 

General RECKORD. I did not understand you to say that. 
Mr. liAnNESS. I am questioning the advisability of keeping all of 

these trainees in beyond the period of their year. · 
General REciWRD. Here is what I think should be done in that 

case: The amendment should be enacted and the War Department, 
as soon as they get trained men-men trained to serve in that par
ticular unit---eould then send those men over and release the men 
who are now serving in Hawaii. 

Mr. HARNESS. That is exactl:y what I had in mind. 
General RECKoRD. That is right. 
Mr. HARNESS. And I believe you would not need this legislation to 

keep the draftees beyond the year. 
General fuCKoRD. I do not agree. 
MI·. HARNESS. I say you would not need legislation, then, to extend 

the period of service of the draftees beyond a year, if you called in 
all of the draftees they could bring in now, or in the next 3 months? 

General RECKoRD. I really do not a~ree with you there. I think 
you do need it, because, as I indicatea; the War Department needs 
trained meri, we could not take those men out of that regimE'nt in 

6123()-41-6 
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Hawaii ut the end of a ye>n', 'What we should do is to give the War 
Department the ?pportunity _to train a group of ne'Y men and send 
them over. releasmg that entire group on so~e specific da~e. 

l\Ir. HARNESS. Now, that calls to my attentiOn an experience that 
we had in Frnnce in the World ·war. You know as well as I do 
that while we were in the line in France we had replacements sent 
up of men who had had 3 months' training. . 

Geneml R>:crwno. Some of them had had less than that. . 
l\lr. H.IRNF.Ss. That is right; some of them had never fired a rifle. 
General RECKono. That is correct. 
l\lr. HARNF.SS. We do not want that thing ever to happen again .. 
General RECKORD. You are arguing new for what I have JUSt 

contended. 
Mr. HARNEss. This is the point. We are not at war now. We are 

at peace. We were at war then, and we had to do it. But we can 
bring it down so that in the next 6 months we will have 300,000 men, 
draftees, to supplant these other men when their period of training is 
up and still have your National Guard and your Regulars and your 
Reserves as a nucleus to train these new 300,000 men. And you are 
not ~oing to disrupt your organization in Hawaii or Alaska or the 
Philippines, or anywhere else. 

General REcKoRD. I differ with you there, because you used the term 
"6 months." If we had 6 months longer to carry those men in Hawaii, 
I think the problem could be solved. . 

1\Ir. HAUNESS. Most of them were there in January, February, and 
l\Iarch of this yenr, and have about 6 months yet to serve. 

General REcK oRo. Yes; but you have got to train a man basically 
before he is any good. We should not send a trained man home until 
we have another trained mnn ready to take his place. 

l\Ir. HARNESS. Here is another thing I cannot understand. This law 
was passed with the understanding-we all understood, and the War 
Department, and the Congress, and the people-that at the end of 1 
year these men would be sent back home as reserves. 

General RECKORD. That is right, unless---
l\Ir. HARNESS (interposing). Why, then, knowing that, did the War 

Department s~nd draftees to Hawaii .and Alaska, which brought this 
problem up; rf they know now that rt would disrupt the Army cer-
tainly they knew it then. ' 

Ge~erul RECKORD. I must say that I think you are a bit inclined to 
be UnJust .. there, because the t~1ing to do when that regiment was sent 
to ¥a wan was to sen~ a regiment to Hawaii. They had to send a 
regiment that was ~variable, and they had to fill it to strength. And 
the only way to fillrt to strength was to fill it with selectees. 

lllr. SHORT. I am a!~azed to find out that they have sent selectees 
an~ qrnftees to Hawan and Alaska when they never had any military 
tram mg. 

The CHAIRMAN. Is there anything further, Mr. Harness. 
~Ir. HARNESS. Just one more question. The General says that he 

tlnnks-an? I ha.ve a great deal of respect for his opinion-you say 
that you tlnn~ tins Congress should declare a national emergency now 
that would. give J?OWer and authority to the Chief Executive to keep 
these men m ser\'lce. · 
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Ge~eral REC~ORD. I did not say that this morning. I ha,·e said it, 
an~ smce you giV~ me the opportunity to say it, I will repent it. I do 
tlun~ that. I ~lu!1k the be"t way to solve this problem is to solve it, 
and lf I were Sittmg where you gentlemen are frankly and honestly 
after very s~rious consideration on my part, I s~y that i would vot~, lf 
I ha~ the right to vote, a natiOnal emergency and giYe the Prcsidt•nt 
the rrght to act. 

Mr. H~RNESS. I~ we are going to keep the draftees in beyond the 
year, I tlunk that IS the only honorable way to do it. 

General REcKoRn. That is what I think you should do. 
Mr. HARNESS. 'Ve promiEed them that unless the national "'cmity 

was endangered or in peril they would be released at the end of u year. 
I think every man in the Army would be pleased to stay if he thought 
that this country's security was in peril. · 

General RECKORD. Congressman, maybe that is where I am not quite 
in step with you, because I do not know how you feel, but I honestly 
feel the security of the Nation is in peril, and for that reason I think 
that we should declare a nutional emergency. 

Mr. HARNESS. I think so, too, if we think it, if we believe it, if the 
facts warrant it, that is the only solution; that is the only honornble 
way to keep these men in the service. And I think they would be glad 
to stay. But for my part I am not yet convinced that the situation 
is so grave that we should declare a national emergency. 

The CHAIRMAN. Mr. Merritt, have you any questions! 
Mr. MERRITr. I was very happy, General, to hear your frank and 

candid statement and I think the committee will benefit a whole Jot 
!>Y lf: I have be~n very much interested in compulsory military train
mg, as you know, smce I first came t? .Con!,YI"e".s .. A~1d I. hope and 
trust we will always have compulsory military tram~ng m thrs country. 
But I am concerned about the ages. I was wondermg whether or not 
you had any opinion as to the maximum age we should have for 
compulsory military training. 

General REcKom>. I think the action that the Congress has taken, 
reducing it to 28, should be very satisfactory. 

Mr. MERRITT. You think the lower age could be worked out to be 
just as well, having the future in mind 1 

General REciWRD. Personally, I do. 
Mr. MERRITT. I do, too. . . ·k · 
General RECKORD. That is another questwn, but s!nce Y.ou ~s It, 

I think we could take the men at a much younger perwd, with Just as 
much profit. . . 

Mr. MERRITT. I am glad to hear your opi!'IOn on that,. General. 
General RECIWRD. Some of the best soldiers we had m the World 

War were boys only 18 years of age. 
Mr. MERRITT. That is right. 
The CrrAIRMAN. Mr. Clason- . 1 · 1 · 
Mr. CLASON. Do you not think it would be fair to ras_s egis atwn 

that would allow every man over 28 years of age that IS m the Army 
now, who is a selectee± to return home 1 . . ld ot be unfair 1Jut I 

General RECKORD. would say that It won n ' 
believe a better way to handle it would be to make t.he law broad and 
to rely upon the War Department to do that very thmg. 
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Mr. CLAsoN. Why do that~. These men are there. They are 28 
years of age. Tl_1ey are not gomg to take any more men who are over 
that age. You say, yourself, tl~at younger men are preferable. How 
is it going to injure the Army If, when these men become 28, they are 
allowed to return home; especially in view of the fact that it is possible 
to bring other men in to take thmr places~ 

General RECltORD. I do not think it will injure the Army, but I am 
not in a position to tnlk specifically nbout any unit except my own. 

Mr. CLAsoN. You do not believe, based upon your knowledge of 
conditions in your particular commnnd that it would have a bad effect 
upon the Army~ 

General REOIWRD. I do not think it would; no, sir. But I do not 
believe that that is the way to do it. 

Mr. CLASON. At any rate, you would not think it would have a bad 
effect in nn:v wny ¥ 

General 'REcKono. As far as I know, it would not. But I do 
not have the broad picture that the War Department has. 

Mr. SMITH. Will the gentleman yield I 
Mr. CLAsoN. Yes. 
Mr. S)!ITH. If there are over 200,000 men above the age of 28 

in the Army, the mandntory discharge of those men might disrupt 
many units, is that correct I 

GenerniRECKORD. If there is any number that will approximate 
200,000 that would disrupt the Army very materially. 

Mr. CLASON. On the other hand, there is nowhere near 200,000 
over the age of 28 out of the 600,000 draftees that were brought in. 

General REcKono. I do not think so, but I do not know. 
1\fr. CLASON. As a matter of fact, it would not be 50,000. 
Mr. SmTH. Will the gentleman yield I 
Mr. CLAsoN. Yes. 
Mr. SMrrH. Tl!e eviden~ w~s that there were 120,000 among the 

60~000 draftees, mvoluntarily mducted, over 28 years of ao-e, · 
ueneral REcKono. I really think Mr. Congressman, the thing 

to do is to leave that administrative feature to the War Department. 
Mr. CLASON. Suppose that they decided that they do not want 

them to go out and the Congress felt that it was unfair to these 
boys to keep them in if they are over 28 years of age I I received 
letters from two of them today a~king that they be returned home. 
Why should not the Congress decide what the situation is inasmuch 
as they represent the country¥ 

General REcKono .. Con!n'ess ~oes represent the country, Mr. Con
gressm~n, but certamly tY1e Ch~ef of Staff has the responsibility of 
defendmg the country, and I tlunk you ouo-ht to give him that much 
help. "' 

The CHADWAN. A free hand. 
. General RECKORD. Yes, sir. I would not want any one to come 
m and try to tell.me wh.a~ ~should do administratively in the conduct 
of the Twenty-~unth DIVIsion. I believe you can rely upon General 
Marshall to do JUSt what you have outlined. 
· Mt. CLAsoN. How long would you say it would take to repare 
fik~aHa~~E~rly, before he should be sent to an outlying po~ession 
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General REcKORD. Well, I think that in an emergency, we might_ 
send men who had no training whatever, expecting to l!ive them 
training upon arrivaL Answering your question specifically I 
believe 6 months' training would be the minimum. ' 

Mr. CLAsoN. On that basis then, General, if a man ought to be 
trained 6 p10nths in continental United States, in camps such as 
yours--

General RECKORD (interposing). Pardon me, I did not say that. 
I did not say he had to be trained. in continental United States. H6 
can be trained in Hawaii as well as in continental United States, if 
you have the 6 months. 

I should not be here defending the action of the War Department. 
I think they should defend their own action. But this is what I 
believe happened. I think there was a necessity to have a regiment 
out there in a hurry; at least, the War Department thought so. 
They filled the regiment to war strength and sent it out there figur
ing that they would have time to do that training, and they wer6 
correct, because they have had the 6 months. 

Mr. CLASoN. There is no reason then why those inductees should 
not be sent home if at the present time it is possible to bring others 
in to fill up their positions. 

General REcxono. But I thnik we are circumscribing our thought 
now and dealing in terms of. one unit only. What we must deal 
with in this legislation is the broader picture. 

Mr. CLASON. You are always going to be faced with the picture. 
Somebody has got tO step out of a regiment and somebody else bas 
got to step in. · 

General REcxono. When we get to total strength-and that can 
always be controlled by funds thr~n~gh the Appropriations Co~it
tee; and therefore my honest opm10n here IS that this legislation 
should be broad. The control would always rest with the Appropria
tions Committee. And if General Marshall or the Secretary of 
War asked for another million men, Congress could refuse to giv6 
them a million men by failing to appropriate for them. 

Mr. CLAsoN. Just to follow this reasoning out, though, you have 
at the present time 600,000 inductees in service, roughly¥ 

General RECKORD. I think that is the number. 
Mr. CLASON. And it is possible to bring in 300,000 more. These 

young men come into centers and they get their basic training in 
about how many weeks~ 

General RECKORD. Thirteen weeks. 
Mr. CLAsoN. At the training center-basic training¥ 
General REcKORD. They do now; yes, sir. 
Mr. CLAsON. What about the reception centers~ 
General RECKORD. The reception center is a different set-up: The 

reception center takes the men from the different boards m the 
States and sends the men to the training center. There are many 
training centers throughout the country1 ~~fferent arms, branches, 
that train them for 13 weeks. ·Then a divlSlon commander requests 
the number of men that be needs, infantry, artillery, and so forth, 
that request goes to the training center and it is filled by men who 
have had 13 weeks training. 
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Mr. CLAsoN. 300,000 of these inductees can be brought m from 
now on. 

Geneml RECKORD. I do not know the exact number. 
Mr. CLASON. The Army is in a position to do it, and ~hey .h~ve 

from now until next January to g1ve them the 6 months tr.ammg 
that is necessary taking them in in increments monthly suffiCient to 
replace those tlu;t will be going out monthly in the future. 

General RECKORD. That is being done. . 
Mr. CLAsoN. That is the program you outlined, anyhow. 
General REcrmno. Except for th1s. If you take the men in and 

out on the basis of the day that each man is inducted, it is very 
similar to the old plan of recruiting a National Guard company. 
The companies were never properly trained, because every Monday 
night some new recruit could come in. The company, therefore, al
ways had a lot of poorly trained men in it. 

In the same way, these men would go out a year from the day 
they came in and you would have units all over the country disrupted 
all the time, instend of a situation which would be brought about if 
you had broader legislntion, where you could keep some men maybe 
13 months, some maybe 14 months, instead of 12 months. But they 
would be released in groups at the end of certain training periods. 

Mr. CLASON. That would not take more than 1 or 2 months ad
ditional in all fairness to these individuals. 

General REcKono. I think 3 months, probably at the outside. 
Mr. CLAsON. Then if the legislation provided that the men should 

limit their service to 12 months, but that in the discretion of the 
Chief of Staff or the President, or anybody else, if it were deemed 
advisable that any individual or group should remain in for a period 
not exreeding 3 months longer, that might be done, that would cover 
the difficulty, would it not! · 

Genrral REcKono. I would have to know the whole picture before 
I could say yes. But some such an-angement as that is what I 
believe the Chief of Staff has in his mind. 

Mr. CLASON. If that is so, then there is no reason why the public 
should not have the true picture and all doubt could be erased and 
we could have legislation basing it on either 3 months or, if the 
General Stuff say so, 4 months longer. 

General RECKORD. That would not be mv approach to it I would 
make the legislation broad. • · 

~r. CLASON. Yes; but it would take care of the situation as you 
see 1t--

. General RECKORD. I cannot say that unless I know the whole 
picture. 

Mr. CLASON. So far as you know the picture~ . 
. ~nern) REcrrono. So far as I know the picture, some such ad

mm1strat1ve arrangement as that could be worked out 
Mr. CLASON. Then do I understand that at Camp Me~d you have 

all the wen nons necessary for proper trainin2:! 
General REcrrono. Fo~ proper training; yes, sir. 
MGr. CLASON. Is everv m~antryman armed with a Garand rifle? 

eneral REcrrono. No, s1r. 
Mr. CLA~oN. What percentage I 
General REcrrono. What percentage! 
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Mr. CLASON. Yes. 
General RECKORD. Probably 30 percent~ 35J;>ercent. 
Mr. CLASON. And the others have suitable rifles! 
General RECKORD. The others have the Sprhwfield. 
Mr. CLASON. Now, with regard to antiaircra¥t guns, do you people 

have any there? 
General REcKORD. No, sir; we do not have antiaircraft in the 

infantry division. 
Mr. CLAsON. How about antitank guns! Do yon have any of 

those? 
General RECKORD. We have some; yes, sir. 
Mr. CLAsoN. Do you have sufficient for training purposes? 
General RECIWRD. Sufficient for training; yes. 
Mr. CLASON. But not sufficient--
General RECKORD. Not full equipment. 
Mr. CLAsON. In other words, you are not sufficiently supplied at 

~he present time to carry on the training as you would like to carry 
It on. 

General RECKORD. I do not say that, Mr. Congressman. I said 
we had sufficient. 

The CHAIRMAN. Just a moment, General. Mr. Clason, we have 
General Devers waiting to be heard--
. Mr. CLAsoN. I cannot help it. I ha.ve got to ask these questions 
m my own way. I have had only 10 mmutes. · 
· The CHAIRMAN. If you want me to rule that all of the testimony 
you are bringing out is incompetent, I can do that. 

Mr. CLAsoN. Go ahead, rule any way you want. 
The CHAIRMAN. But, I do not want to do that. 
Mr. CLAsoN. Go ahead and rule. You made a lot of remarks 

here containing personal opinions which certainly are not in line. 
The CHAIRMAN. The question we have before us is not whether 

the Army is equipped. 
Mr. CLASON. Yes, it is, too. If they are not properly equipped, 

not sufficiently equipped to train these men, then I do not think we 
ought to bring them m at the present time. 

The CHAIRMAN. I am just trying to confine this testhnony to the 
particular issue that is before the committee . 
. Mr. CLAsoN. I have got to go along as I see the situation, and 
If you want to rule my questions out of order, you may do so. 

The CHAIRMAN. I do not want to rule that way, but I should like 
to get ahead as fast as we can. 

lllr. CLAsoN. I do not care if you rule my questions ?ut; go ahea~. 
General RECKORD. I did not mean to create any m!Sunderstandmg, 

Mr. Chairman, but I do not want to be misquoted. 
The CHAIRMAN. You have a right not to. be misq.uoted. . . 
General REOKORD. I said we had sufficient eqmpment with which 

to train, and I think you used a little different statement when you 
put that question to me. . . . 
Mr~ CLAsoN. Do you not feel that m order to tram the men m 

you_r command properly you would be better off if you had more 
eqmpment ~ . 

General RECKonn. Why, everybody knows that is the case; yes,~· 
Mr. CLASON. In other words, you are not sufficiently supplied 
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with equipment at this time to carry on the training a:; well as it 
could be c•trried out if you were properly or fully ~upphed. . 

General RECKORD. I will not say yes to that question, as our tram-
ing is progressing satisfactorily. . , 

The CnAIR~IAN. Just a moment, General. Is 1t the gentleman s 
idea that we ought to withdraw 100,.0~0 troops or 5,000 troops from 
a re~iment in order to do less trammg because we have not got 
suffiCient equipment! • . 

Mr. CLASON. No; but it is my idea that if you wait untll ~e get 
enouo-h equipment, you are going to keep some of these boys m for 
a lm%, long time. That is my opinion and that is why I asked the 
questwn. 

The CHAIRMAN. I think the issue here is simply this, regardless 
of the equipm.en~. Should the. Congress declare that there i~ such .an 
emergency ex1stmg as to reqmre these selectees to be. kept m serviCe 
and rely on the productive capacity of the Army and the Government 
to furnish them the equipment. . 

Mr. CLASON. I think a better way to determine that is the ques
tion whether or not the Army is in a position to take care of all of 
these trainees properly at the present time. I think that is the 
important factor. 

The CHAIRMAN. All that I have in mind is to expedite the hearings. 
Mr. CLAsoN. If the selectees of their own accord were given the 

opportunity to leave the Army at the end of the year, if they saw 
fit to do so, what percentage of the selectees would you say would 
leave, and what percentage would remain i 

General RECKORD. That is too difficult for me. I think many of 
them would never have been in the Army if they had considered only 
their own desires. I would not have any way of making an estinlate 
on that. 

Mr. CLAsoN. If the opportunity were given to these men to volun
teer for 3 years' service, or for 1 year's service in the Regular Army, 
at the end of their 12 months' period, based upon your knowledge 
of these men and your experience with them, what percentage of 
them would you say would remain! · 

General RECKORD. I think that is an unfair question. I could take 
nny percentage. No one could contradict me. And yet I might be 
far, far off. 

Mr. CLASON. I would only ask for your honest opinion . 
. General RECKOno. I really do n?t have an opinion on it. But I 

wlll say frankly that I do !lOt thmk that is the way the question 
should be approached. I thmk we are facina an emeraency and the 
Congress has got to act. "' "' 
~r. CLASON. You say .that it is facing an emergency. Do ou 

!lnnk the em~rgency facmg the United States at the present tlme 
Is worse than It was September 16, 1940¥ 
· General RECKORD. I do. 

Mr. CLASON. Will you state the reasons for that opinion~ 
11 Genera~ ~~Konn. W ~!!, I think the whole world practically is 

a. arne. n ~ere we .sit with everything that everybody else wo'uld 
~~e .to fhave, Wlidth a hdl!ffher standard of living than any other coun
.ry In e wor , an I we want to continue to live as-to use an 
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~xpression t~at we see in the papers and everywhere else-to live 
m the Amerrcan way, we have got to protect it. And I think we 
have got to prepare to protect them; that is my only thought. 

And the only reason I am in the Army is because I have piayed 
soldier all these years, and now when the emergency confronts us 
I could not back away, just because I would rather be home. 

~fl:· CLASON. I appre;ciate your :position, anc;L I respect your 
op1mon. But I would like to know rf you have m your own mind 
any thought of any specific eventualities which are likely to occur 
in the next year which you feel places the national interest of the 
United States in graver peril than it was on September 16, 1940. 

General RECKORD. I felt it was in peril then, and I stood here be
fore this committee and respectfully urged the committee to make 
it possible to hold the National Guard more than a year if it became 
necessary. And I nm repeating today only what I said a year ago. 

Mr. CLAsON. That does not answer my question. You were asked 
point blank, do you think the national mterest is in peril and your 
answer was yes. You have an opinion on the subject, and I am asking 
what your reasons are. Yon are giving general reasons. 

General RECKORD. I do not evade the question. I do not know 
that I am qualified to answer specifically to your satisfaction, but I 
cnn answer the question in my own mind, to my satisfaction. 

Mr. CLASON. You have an opinion, and I am asking you to state 
the basis of your opinion. 

General RECKORD. My opioion is, with Europe and 4-sia-I cer
tainly can include Asia now

1
when we see what Japan did only yes

terday-with Europe and sia in flames, America and America's 
interests are in much greater peril now th~~:n th~y were a year a~o. 

The CHAIRMAN. And with open revolutron m Ecuador and 1~ 
Argentine, and Peru. 

General RECKORD. I do not know how a thinking individual can 
feel otherwise. 

Mr. CLAsoN. You do not know of a single ev~ntuality that .w?uld 
occur in the next 12 months which forms the basrs for your opmron ¥ 

General RECKORD. It may occur in the nex.t 30 ?ays. . 
. Mr. CLAsoN. What eventuality have you m mmd that might occur 
m the next 12 months. . 

General RECKORD. I do not care to answer that specific questiOn. 
Mr. CLAsoN. That is all. · d 
Mr. BnooKS. I want to say to General Reckord that I have bstene 

to everything that has. been said here, and I have pr~tty well made 
up my mind on the facts. But I wante4 ~o ask you .this. These men 
were taken in with the thought of trammg them m 12 months.. I 
think ;rou said that you thought 12 months was an adequate period 
of tra)ning. 

General REcKono. No, sir; I do not say that. . . 
Mr. BnooKS. What is your belief~ Do you thmk It sh?uld be 

longer than 12 months or less than 12 moriths in order to tram them 
properly. . . 

General REcKono. I think you can do a pretty good .JOb m ~2 
months, Mr. Congressman. But we must learn to <?OPe With certam 
difficulties. We must learn how to . cooperate With the armored 
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forces and with the air, and work as a team with all of the different 
arms nnd branches. For th1Lt I should say 18 months probably would 
be the minimum. . 

Mr. BnoOI{s. You think it should be 18 months; m other words, 
thnt would represent the additional period 1 

General RECIWRD. I think so. . 
Mr. BROOKS. That being the case, is it your though~ that ~f w:e 

extend the time in which the selectees should be kept m servlCe, It 
should be extended with the idea of further training them i 

General RECKORD. Further training and ser~ice. . . 
Mr. BROOKS. That is the point that I am gettmg at.. Do ,YOU tluD;k 

w.e should do it under a resolution which says the natwnal mtei:~t IS 
imperiled, which would not be perhaps for the purpose of trammg, 
but for the purpose of service i 

General RECKORD. Mr. Brooks, I do not know whether you were 
here when I made the stntement-

Mr. BROOKS. I have been here allnlong. 
Genernl RECIWIID. I think a correct approach to the solution of 

this problem is for the Congress to declare a national emergency. 
That is my honest opinion. 

Mr. BnoOI{S. In spite of the fact that you think they need further 
tru ining i 

Genernl Rt:cKono. Yes, sir. If you go back to the Selective Service 
Act, the term training and service is nsed in that net. It was 
designed by Congress when they passed that act, in my opinion-it 
was cei·btinly designed by those who prepared the bill and Congress 
passed it-that they be prepared to train and if necessary to serve. 

Mr. BROOKS. The thought was then that if you had trained them 
in less thnn 12 months, the balance of the time would be in service. 

Genernl Rt:cKOIID. I do not believe that was the thought. I think 
the thought behind it was that something might happen during the 
12 months period and they would have, in addition to being tramed, 
to serve. 

Mr. BRoo~ts. Suf?pose this emergen<:y lasts, we will say, for 8 or 10 
year~. Do you tlunk the future trnmee, selectee, brought into the 
service for 12 months, would be adequate i 

General RECIWRD. I think so; yes, sir . 
. . Mr .. BRoo~ts. And therefore your fun~ai,Ilental idea .at the present 
t1me 1s that the emergency, not the trammer, makes It necessary to 
kee_p these men in service. " 

Ge!1eral. RECIWRD. I. agree with that thought absolutely. I think 
th~ ~1tnut.lon confrontmg the country ~armnts the Congress in per
mittmg the War Department to contmue these trainees in service. 

Mr. BnooRS. And. tha~ would definitely, according to your idea, 
as a me~ns of. workmg It out, refer to the resolution declarin<>" the 
count_ry m pen!, p~ther than any kind of a bill which would e~tend 
the time for trammg purposes. . 

General RECKORD. That· is ricrht. 
1\Ir. BnooKs. There is one ot~e~ point I want to ask you about. 

I have often wondered about this. These men are in service as 
selectees ~or 1 year currently. Have any of those men been given an 
opportumty to be transferred to a 3-year basis 1 
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General RECKORD. Yes, sir. 
Mr. BROOKS. Or would it be practical to suggest that if certain 

men wanted to transfer to a 3-year basis they would be in a position 
to be sent out to the insular possessions, whereas those who were on 
a 12-month basis might not be m that position. 

General RECKORD. That is correct. They have that privilege and 
some have already accepted. 

Mr. BROOKS. Could you say about how many have accepted Y 
General RECKORD. In my own divisioni we nileased, or discharged, 

about 450 men, many of whom were se ectees. I do not know the 
percentage exactly. It is probably 50 percent. And they have 
enlisted in the Air Corps. 
. Mr. BROOKS. Do you discharge them before the 12-month period 
IS up! · 

General RECKORD. Yes, sir; we discharge them for the purpose of 
enlisting in the Regular Army. 

Mr. BROOKS. And then they become 3-year volunteers. 
General RECKORD. They become 3-year volunteers. And that goes 

on all the time. · 
Mr. MARTIN. General Reckord, you testified here that you would ', 

like to have us declare an all-out national emergency. Would you · · 
have any objection to our confining the grant of power to specific 
powers pertaining to the management of the armed forces I 

General RECKORD. Will you restate your question, Mr. Congress
man. I do not g~t your thought. 

Mr. MARTIN. Would you have any objection to our confining the 
grant of specific powers to those powers affecting the management 
of the armed forces I 

General RECKORD. I do not think I would have any right to object 
to that. · 

Mr. MARTIN. You see, when you ask us to declare a nationnl emer
gency, there come into the picture a great scope ~f p_owers, such as 
those outlined in Senate Document 133, the compilatiOn by the At
torney General affecting a whole lot of things in the executive branch 
of the Govern~ent that have not a whole lot to do with the armed 
forces. I do not know whether you want us to swallow the whole 
thing in the name of a national emergency, or whether you would 
be satisfied with our confining such grants of power to those powers 
affecting the management of the armed forces. · . 

General RECKORD. As far as I am concerned, I would be satisfied. 
Mr. MARTIN. That is all. 
The CHAmMAN. ·Mr. Kilday
Mr. Kn.nAY. Noquestion~. · 
The CHAIDMAN. Mr. Davis- · . . 
Mr. DAvis. I think I have sufficient informatiOn; no questwns. 

· The CHAIRMAN. That is all, General. . Tha~k you very much. I 
should like to say to you that the committee IS always glad to hear 
you. · · 

General RECKORD. Thank you, sir. 
The CHAmMAN. The next witness is General Devers. 
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STATEMENT OF MAJ. GEN. JACOB L. DEVERS, FORT BRAGG, N. C. 

The CHAIR~rAN. General Devers, will you tell us something about 
your rank, where you are station.ed, and ~ake such statemen~ as you 
wish with respect to the resolutiOn that Is before the committee, as 
to what you thmk ou"ht to be done, and why1 . . 

General DEVERS. f am Maj. Gen. Jacob L. Devers, Mr. Chmrman 
and gentlemen. I command the Ninth Triangular Division of the 
United States Army, stationed at Fort Bragg, N. C. · 

That division was organized .almo~t 1 year a~o1 ~n August 1 of last 
year. It was the last of the nme triangular diVISIOns to get .started. 

It was low on priorities, in e~uipment, men, and everythmg. It 
got away to a slow start. Buildmg had not started at Fort Bragg. 
They only had about 10,000 troops there at the time that I was sent 
to the division and the post of Fort Bragg-November 4. 

When I arrived there, I could not get to the post. The roads were 
jammed. In fact, there were practically no roads. There were 13,000 
workmen and they were getting off to a start which was not as fast 
as the War Department expected. · 

We got roads in there within the next 10 or 15 days, stepped the 
· construction work up to 30,000 workmen, and built that post so that 
today we can take care of 70,000 soldiers at Fort Bragg, if we want 
to. We actually have 55,000 and will have 65,000 as soon as the 
present selectees come in. 

We have every arm of the service there except tanks. We are well 
but not fully equipped, and I speak not only of my division but of the 
whole post. · 

I nm here primarily to tell this committee the effect of letting the 
selectees go after 1 year. 

The CHAIRMAN. That is right. 
General DEVERS. When I arrived at Fort Bragg, the Ninth Division 

wns in camp. It had 6,000 3-year men. That we stepped up to 8 000 
by December. Then we began to send out cadres until we got back 
again to 6,000. In February, we received 4,000 selectees. In the 
next 2 months we received 2,000 more. 

At this particular time, 79 percent of my officers are what you 
gentlemen call Reserve officers. · I call them officers of less experience 
than ~l~e .others, because we are nil one army at Fort Bragg. We have 
no diVIsiOns down there. We have National Guard troops but as 
fnr as I a.m 7oncern~d1 ~hey are all the same. We have select~es id all 
of the umts m my diVISion. 
An~ that is one thi.n~ ~hat I am equipped to talk about more than 

anythmg !lise-my diVIsiOn. My diviswn has 79 percent officers of 
less. experience than the others .. In other words they have come in 
durmg the past year. ' 
I I have exactly 50 per~ent 3-year men and 50 percent selectees Now 
w~nt to cdorrect one thmg. 'Y E! have an induction center a re~ption 

cen erh~n a replacement trammg center at Fort Brag,; We have 
everyt m~. . "'' 

Our trammg at the replacement center is not 6 months I want to 
correct that statement. It is 13 weeks Th b · t '· · · 13 
weeks. I am sure that is understood. . e asic rammg Is 
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During ap. this period, before these revlacement centers got going, 
we were gomg through the 13 weeks' tramin~ within the units them· 
s~lves and we were getting smallpox and chicken pox and every other 
kmd of pox. At the end of 4 weeks we still had 13 weeks' training 
to go through. However, we finally set a. date and that was our 13 
weeks' basic training . 
. I a~ just giving you this because these are some of the administra

tive dlflicult1es that we are up against. Therefore, we do not like to 
have a lot of rules and regulations, and laws, tied to us so that we 
cannot operate. We would like to be free so that we can go forward 

-and do the job. 
Some of the men did not get 13 weeks' training. They were out 

for 10 or 12 days in a hospitl\1 and we had to pick them up later, and 
complete their training. 

That brings me up to January, when we received the selectees. We 
. carried through their training and worked them into the division, 

and after the 13 weeks were up, we had 14,000. I managed to get 
an extra thousand as an overstrength, because we had the buildings 
and~ pushed and pulled to get more men, because I knew I was losing 
about 200 men a month out of my division; emergency cases, cases of 
men having to meet emergencies at home, or who had gotten in there 
through some mistake, because when they got there, they had some
thing wrong with them and we had to send them back. 

All this time we were building what we called training aids such 
as ~own-distance target ranges, combat ranges, artillery ranges, 
movmg target ranges, and so forth. 

That takes tinie. We had to get our buildings up and our roads in. 
Now, at the end of this 13 weeks of traming-that would be 

February, March and April-we started what I call my team play. 
Thjs individual t~aining, this training that they get durmg the basiC 
!ral_Il~ng period, has to do with. men taking ca1:e of thems.elyes !IS 
1nd1v1duals; gettina over the env1ronment of thelr-homes; hvmg m 
one big room and ~ing thrown in with a lot of other men; learning 
how to handle a gas mask; learning how t~ handle their _hands and 
feet. You would be surprised how lon_g 1t takes to tram men, to 
harden them. A fa1mer boy can do 1t, but the city boy has. a 
hard time with some of those things. On the other hand, the City 
boy has the advantage over the fa1mer boy becausl! sometime;; he 
tlunks a little differently and maybe meets people eas1er and adJUSts 
himself more quickly. . . . 
.~en we got into our team play, pus man has to adJust h1mself 

Wlthm the oraanization. I am talkmg now about the squad. He 
has to know fohn on his ri aht and George on his left. He has got 
to realize that those two ~re his budd1es. Some officer called it 
the buddy system. 

In any case, he must know that h~ cannot ~all out of t.here, because 
he has sore feet or a scratch over lus eye whiCh hurts hnn, or he has 
a pain in here ['indicating the old stomach], because i~ he does,_J?hn 
and .George are going to lose their lives. And that lS the tru.mmg. 
We have got to get across the idea of team play. 

Now; !_get the squad going and then I have got to go to the com
pany. And in the company that means that each squad must do 
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the same with the squads on their right and with the squads on 
their left. They must know the sergeant here and they must know 
the sergeant there, and the company must know the company on 
their right and the company on their left. 

All of this takes time, gentlemen. I am trying to give you the 
picture, because this takes you on from the 3 months and gives ~ou 
your 6 months' training, that I think General Reckord was talkmg 
about. That is just getting his teams together. And still he has 
not gotten to his combat teams. 

The next step is to take the regiment, with its supporting arms. 
Some of you spoke about air. We are getting planes. We have · 
an observation squadron at Fort Bragg, but we only have 12 plnnes 
in it. It is an Ohio outfit, from Cleveland, a splendid outfit, well 
commanded and very willing. 

We get as many of those planes out over us as we can. My com
phtint has been that we will do better when we get more planes over 
us, and Generttl Arnold is pushino- that. He told me just today 
what he was going to do for me, \~en I get to the armored force. 

We are getting teamwork in my division. 'Ve can operate with 
motors in the field as a combat team, if you want to call it that. 
I have got to weld these combat teams into the division team, because 
we have three regiments, two regiments generally in the line and 
one in reserve, wfth the artillery back there, too. And that takes 
team play of the highest order. You have got to kuow these fellows. 
You have got to be able to call them by their first name. We are 
not quite as formal in the Army as you may think. . 

'Ve have got to know that fellow and we have got to have confidence 
in him. We do not want to give him a lot of rules and regulations 
to g~ on, but ":e want to be able to say to him "Plan A, operate;" 
that 1s all that IS necessary, and he knows what to do. But in order 
to do that, he must know me, and I must know him. And he must · 
know that I am not going to be picayunish about the little things, 
just so he gets results. That is all that I demand-results. How to 
get them I do not care, as long as he does it, and it does not cost too 
much life and just so that ~t ~s. do~e properly. 

Now, to carry on: My d~v1s10~ IS ready ~o go. I just came from 
the field, an_d I received th1s radiOgram wh1le I was talking to Con
gt:essman F1sh, at my comm!'nd post which was in the field about 30 
~des west of our home statl?n at F?rt Bragg. We had been fight
mg, too, for the last three mghts w1th what the soldiers and I call 
the br~ss hats. I suppose the soldiers call me that, too. But we are 
all trym~ to do our best. The men are fighting. 

The se ectees are wonderful. They were wet and muddy they had 
gone through the _grass in the morning. They have a rifle. Each 
~m:hof them ~as a r1fle. We are getting a lot of these M-1 rifles which 
lhs e new rJ e. They have heen com111g in in the past 2 week~ We 

ave pretty nearly all of them that we need. · 
m I ~~;ehnot.gotten the 105 howitzers, but I have the 75 gun. I have 
th~ 81 m;w~~=~h.dal huv~ atll off my 60 mm. guns. I am short on 

I h · Y we ge a ew more. 
fl . av_e gotten practically all of my trucks and my radios a.re 

ow111g m very fast. ' 
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. Now1 the selectee is fi~e. He knows what he is doing. He is fitting 
mto thiS team. And With one or two more of these maneuvers, which 
will take us the rest of this month and part of August, I would say 
that the division had gotten its team together. But we are just 
starting. We have got a corps of three divisions with all of the classes 
of artillery that go behind it. And at the end of December, when 
they have been through the corps maneuvers, and the Army maneuvers, 
we ought to be trained. December comes along, and the Christmas 
holidays. Then we are back in January and we will have to discharge 
these selectees. That brings me up to my story of what is going to 
happen. 

I will say frankly, than when I have to discharge those selectees, 
after I have this h1gh-class football team together, that can lick 
any team that any enemy puts against us-then I have to discharge 
them, aud I have nothing. Fifty percent are gone and I have no team. 
I have no reserve to throw in there. Somebody says "You are going 
to have them in these replacement centers." But that is only the 
basic training again, and I have got to get teamplay. All over again, 
they have got to learn to know John and George and work all the 
way up to what I have described. We have got to depend on these 
individuals. This is not the kind .of war that we had in the last 
war at all. 

I have more trouble with these truckdrivers, getting them to keep 
their speed and keep their proper distances correct, so that they do 
not jam. They are afraid that they will get lost. They have got to 
t.hink for themselves. We have got to develop some tlnnking on the 
part of the individual. 

I simply say, gentlemen, if you ask me, that in the next 6 months I 
am sunk if some powerful enemy is going to strike and we are not 
preparing for any second-rate nation. ·we are preparing for the 
best in the world, one that has already defeated other nations who 
were too !at~, and they are going to keep on doing it, because they are 
keyed up to It. 

'we owe to the selectee, leadership. I think he is going to get it. 
Our officers that came in in January, looked hopeless. But they have 
developed and we have built confidence into them. They have got to 
have confidence in themselves. · 

We are getting the weapons. I think this country can outdo any 
nation in the world and we are going to do it. I !'11ght not be fully 
equipped 100 perce~t at this time but we are gettmg these weapons, 
and by tl1e end of December, we ~re going to have them. 

But on top of all of this, we need this team play that I have talked 
about, and we are getting that, too. . 

You are goina to ask me how long would you keep these men m 
and you are g~n.,. to ask 'me about their ages. General Marshall 
answered those qt~stions. I am for having young men. Bu~ I b!l
lieve in doing something to cut the red tape. ~ do not beheve m 
giving a man-whether he is running a corpor~twn.or \ln. army, or 
whatever kind of a: job he is given-I do not beheve m g~vmg a man 
that job and tying him down with a lot of red tape. . 

I have been cutting it in the War Department and they have g1ven 
me that reputation. But I do it, and I get results. Then I go 
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und tell the man above, and there is not much that he CUI_! say. But 
if I fail, or use poor judgment, I will go by the ways1de. But I 
would just as soon go that way, because at least I shall know that I 
have done my best. . 

Gentlemen, you have got to keep tins team together. You can· 
not take a football team and pull out your key ~en. You cannot 
do it, gentlemen, and win your top games. You might one or ~woof 
these ''breathers" that they talk about, but you are not gomg to 
win that big game. And that is what we are playing for. 'Ve do 
not want to take any chances when we get to the big game. 

The CnAIUMAN. In other words, if you disorganize your team, the 
other fellow will get the ball. 

General DEVEns. The other fellow will get the ball. He will take 
it away from xou. I know, because I am an Army man and I have 
Leen in this athletic game. I have been trying to beat Notre Dame 
for 10 years on spirit a)one, because they prepared away ahead of U8. 
. Mr. funNESS. And I should like to say that you are never going 
to do it, either. 

General DEVERS. You would be surprised. We can come awfully 
close just on spirit. But I do not think we ought to take that chance 
in war, with human life at stake. 

I believe that is my story, Mr. Chairman. 
The CHAIU~rAN. That is a mighty fine story, General. 
What do yon think about the idea of what it would do to your 

organization, if you took these men out right now! What kind of 
a predicament would yon be in between now and next April? 

General DEVERS. I would not have any team. I would lose all my 
Lig battles. That is what I said. I have got to keep those men 
during this period. 
, The CHAIRMAN. Are there any questions, gentlemen! 
Mr. KILDAY. You made a statement a moment ago, General, that I 

saw the newspaper boys pay some attention to, and I think you 
might want to explain It. You said something about 6 months from 
now when you were going to meet tliRt bia enemy. You were not 
referring to any one specifically und you did not mean to have these 
boys publish it in that way. 

General DEVERS. I know nothing about any war gentlemen any
where. I am just trying to get ready, and I think I will be re~dy at 
the end of Dec~mber. But I have. got to stay ready. I cannot throw 
that all away, If an emergency exists. I have no mside information 
and qo not asl~ me any questions about it, because I do not have any of 
that mformatiOn. 

M:r. KILDAY. I just wanted to give you a chance to get that story 
straight. 

General DE\'ERS. Thank you, sir. 
Mr. KILDAY. You have a triunaular division. What is your 

strength ? ,"' 
General DE\'ERS. Fourteen thousand five hundred. 

I 
llfr. Kt1L~AY. As compared with the square division strength of 

lOW muCH 
General Devers. About 18,000. 

I. 1tedfr.d~{I_L~AY~ What is your artillery complement on your stream-
In lVlSJOfl t 
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General DEVERS. In the stre~mlined. divisionr We chave three bat-
talionskof 105 mm. howitzers-one for each infantry regiment. · 

Mr. ILDAY. You do not have the lOIS's now; _ . 
General DEVEns. No, we have 75's now. ·we also have 1 battalion.: 

of 155 howitzers. -
Mr. KILDAY. Do you have any 75's at niH · 
General DEVERS. Yes, we have; we have antitank75's. 
Mr. KILDAY. But your 75's will be all antitank! · · 
General DEVERS. That is correct. 
Mr. KILDAY. Do you have that equipment now~ 

·:General DEVERS. We have just four antitank guns at present. But 
they are coming of!' the line, I am informed. · · · 

Mr. KILDAY. They are modernized! 
General DEvERs. Modernized 75's for antitank work. 

·Mr. KILDAY. As to your 105's, you do not have any! 
General DEVERS. We have not a single one. 
Mr. KILDAY. But you have a 75 for every place you are supposed 

hereafter to have a 105 ~ · - · · · · 
General DEVERS. Yes, sir. ·. 
Mr. KILDAY; How about yorir 155's! 

. General DEVERS. I have all12 of.them . 

. Mr. KILDAY. You have a full- complement of 155's! 
General DEVERS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. KILDAY. And your mortars¥ 
General DEvERs. The 60-millimeter guns we have -all of them; I 

forget the exact number, some 60, I believe. · · · . 
Mr. KILDAY. But you have your full complement? 

.:General DEVERS. We have our full complement. We have about· 
3:0 percent of our 37 -millimeter guns and we are getting more all the 
time. Thitt is the antitank gun. · 

Mr. KILDAY. Anv antiaircraft!. 
General DEvERs. ·we have no antiaircraft in the division. 
Mr. KILDAY. Did you say you have all of your 37's? 
General DE,'ERS. No. We have about 30 percent of them; eno~gh. 

to train with, and we are getting those slowly, but they are commg. 
1\Ir. KiLDAY. Then in the artillery you are only short your 105's and 

some of your antitanks !. 
General DEVERS. Yes. 
Mr. KILDAY. That is all. · · . . 
. Mr. SHoRT. The General has painted a ver:y yivi<;i and mterestmg 

picture so that he almost makes me want to JOlll his outfit. I hope 
we can come down to see you. 

General DEvERs. I hope so, Mr. Congressman. 
Mr. HARNESS. General, I was impressed by your story of your f?ot

~al! team, and I go along with you all the way UJ? t? on~ pomt. 1hat 
1s, 1f we are gettmg ready to go to war, if war 1s rmmm~nt, then we 
?Ught to do just what you say, keep]our ~ootba!l te~m mtact. But 
If we are merly training a reserve, a!~ war IS ~ot meVJtable, then I do 
not know why it would not be all right to tr.am a new football team. 
· General DEVERs. I agree with you, if there IS no emergenc:y, and yo~ 
are willing to take the chance that somebody will not come m and hit 
you. But people say that there is an emergency. 

61230-41-7 
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You know there is a story that we used to tell, that we would alwahs 
like to go after the British on week ends because they all go to t e 
country. Maybe that ought not to ~?e quot:OO, but that IS ~n old story. 
But it gets my point across. And I Joke with my Navy friends, that If 
I were going after the Navy I would always get after them on Saturday 
and Sunday because that Is when they were ashore. 

Mr. HAn~s. And the British are at war, too, are they not~ 
General DEVERs. Yes, sir. . 
Mr. CLAsoN. As I understand it, your argument for keepmg the 

selectees in with your division is o~ the basis that you want to keep 
your division up to first-class fightmg strength so long as somebody 
else tells you there is an emergency. 

General DEVERS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. CLASON. And you are not basing it upon any opinion that you 

have formed as to the emergency. You are leaving that to somebody 
else. 

General DEVERS. None whatever. 
Mr. CLAsoN. Do I understand that all of your selectees came into 

your division at the same time~ 
General DEVERS. Four thousand of them came in from Upton and 

Dix in January, and then we got 2,000 more in the next group, from 
Dix and Devens. Most of my selectees-! guess I have 6,800 altogether, 
because I was able to pick up some two or three hundred that were 
at these training centers where housing was incomplete and I had the 
place for th,em-came from New York, the.New England States, and 
Pennsylvama. They came from Upton, Dix, and Devens. 

Mr. CLAsoN. Is it your idea that these selectees should be sent home 
at different times or as a group, or at the end of 12 months or 13 
months or 15 months I Are they all O'Oing to go out at once I 

General DEVERs. If you do not set thls hidebound "box" as I call it
and I am in there and I can not get out-if you will give us some 
lee;way, this thing will !ake cure of i!self. No ?De in this Army is 
~mg to keep these men m when thei·e IS no necessity for keepin~r them 
!n-at least, I feel that way about it. I have a great deal of confidence 
m the peop~e over me-my leaders. I feel that if you will just give 
them the rem, you J>I;OPle-afte,r all, you arE! the lenders in it, and if 
we do n?t do something.about It, we .are gomg to breed something I 
do n<_Jt hke. I am afraid we are gomg to get too much like Soviet 
Russia. You. ~o not want to breed that idea into our young men. 
I have no opnnon as to whether these men want to stay 1 :\'ear or 2 
years, and I have never asked them, but I do know that when they 
came they knew they probably would have to stay more than a year. 
I do k_now th~t because w~ have all said that right along. I have 
heard It mentioned many times. · 

Mr. SHoRT. But, General, you do want to rotate these men 1 I think 
the success of Notre Dame's team is that you always had about 2 or 3 
te~s, anf~u always had a reserve that you could throw in there. 
I h ne~~ ~t· As lllong as you do not take 50 percent of them. If 

ave percen o pu me o~t, I can get along. 
MrG · Cx.A

1
sDoN. You have _an mduction center GeneraU 

enera EVERS. Yes, Sir. ' 
Mr. CLAsoN. Men are coming in there right along! 
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General DEVERs. Yes, sir. 
Mr. CLAsoN. And then after that they go into this replacement 

center? 
General DEVERs. Yes, sir, the replacement training center. 
Mr. CLAsoN. You have got men in there~ 
General DEVERS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. CLAsoN. Where are those men going~ . 

. G~neral DEVERs. Those men all come in as one, because the train
mg Is set UJ? that way. We have 16,500 of them, 1,500 of them are 
colored.. Mme is an artillery replacement center, as large as any in 
!he United States, one of the three in the artillery. I believe the
mfan~ry have five, and each of the other arms have one. They nil 
come m there together. There are trained specialists in these centers 
and w~ try to carry on the things that the men are equipped for, such 
as radio, telephone, etc. That training is very intensive. That is R 
44-hour week for 13 weeks, and they all start from scratch. So we 
try to get them all in there in trainloads and start them off on the 
same day or the same week. 

Mr. {~JASON. Now, one general comes in here and tells us he does 
not want his selectees to go out daily, 1 today and 2 or 3 tomorrow 
and 15 the next day, and so on, because if he has to let them out daily z 
that breaks up his division or his regiment. You say that if all ot 
them come in the same month they could all go out, say 4,000 in 
January, 2,000 in February, and if they could be taken out from your 
replacement center 4,000 at a time, 2,000 at a time, which would yo111 
~y would be the best way to replace them, daily or a lot of them 
In one fell swoop! 

General DEVERS. I would want them all in one fell swoop, so I 
can start off with all of them. Remember, this individual thing you 
are talking about means nothing to me. It is the team that I want. 
I can not do anything with these individuals. If you are going ro 
bring in a few today and a few tomorrow1 you would have every one
of my unit commanders on my neck-"G1ve me all of them today.'• 
JVe h_ave got to start from scratch. We do not do anything as 
tnefliclently as that. 

Mr. CLAsoN. Your idea of training them is to put them in either 
with Regular Army men or with National Guardsmen who have had 
sufficient training i 

General DEVERs. Or with other selectees that have had a. year's 
training. 

Mr. CLAsoN. In other words, you k~ep. some of ~he sele~tees in 
for tl~e purpose of building up ~rther divisions or regiments m order 
to tram further selectees commg m i · 

General DEVERS. Yes, sir; because we have 11: turn;over on some
body's family conditions that may haye to be mvestigated, and we 
do that very carefully because we should not put this up to th .. 
individual. It is not fair to the individual. He may be a pat1~otic 
boy who may want one thing and somebody else may want another. 
We investigate the situation, not just on paper or on what somebody 
writes, but we actually have a way of going mto the home and finding 
out the conditions. Some boy may have flat feet o~ he may have 
something internally wrong that d1d not develop until the pressure 
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was put on him. Remember, the only soldier is the man tha~ can tRke 
it when the heat is turned-on. That is the reason I mentiOned the 
football team. · 

Mr. CLASON. That is all right for individuals, but how long ought 
the selectees to remain in_ the service before they should )Je· used as 
trainers for other selectees 1 . · -

General DEVERS. I told the Senate that if they asked me I· would 
say another 8 months, if you are going to pin me down. - But I do 
not believe in being pinned down, llecause during that 8 months there 
will be some turnover, a small percentage, so the team would not be 
ruined. 

Mr. CLAsoN. I understood from Geneml Marshall that he expected 
these ind\lctees to go back for a .m~nth or 2 m~nths, a very short time 
after the1r 12 months are up, 1f It was poss1ble to· do 1t, but your· 
opinion is that instead of doing that we ought to understand that they 
are going to stay 8 months longer if we are going to have an army 1 
. General DEvEnS. General Murshall is right, but General Marshall 
is speaking about the whole army. He can take one unit and turn 
that over, and that unit is fixed you see, for another year. Tlien he 
can take another unit-tuke the Eighth Division or the Sixth Divi- · 
sion. But he has got something to fight with\ at least, in this turn
over. He has some teams all the time. He has not broken up all 
the teums at once. That is the point, I think1 General Marshall had 
in mind. I do not want to quote him. I beheve everything he said 
100 percent. 

Mr. CLAsoN. How long do you think selectees ought to sta v in the 
service in order to become properly trained men 1 • 
~ General DEvERS. To become properly trained men I think they 
ought to be in 1 year and 8 months, und I add 2 months extra over the 
~ months us most people say, )Jecause we waste a month getting them 
IP and we waste a month gettmg them out. · 

Mr. CLAsoN. If we could increase the period of 12 months by 8 
mo1_1ths additional, .mak!ng it 20 months, would you say we were 
takmg care of the situatiOn i .- _ · · . 

Gener~l DEVERS. ~ o, I think as soon as you tie a box like that · 
around It ;)'OU make 1t so nobody can operate. · Somethina else will 
com~ up. You hav~ g?t to have confidence in your peopl~ that you 
put 111 charge of tlus JOb. I would not want to limit them in any 
way at alL · · 

· Mr. CL_ASON.. If you leave _ont the emergency feature altogether, 
do Y<!U still tlunk that ~he Umted States Govenunent ouaht to brino
boys m and keep them m the Service i " " 

General DEVER~. ·No, if yo~ tuke the emergency out aud wai1t to 
t.urn them !Jff, I wlll go alo!tg With what I think General Marshall told 
you. I thmk yo_u ca_n do It at the end of one year if you are willing 
to take that period Ill the!·e. when you do not care whether ou are 
toph?r not. If you are w!llmg to take a chance that somethfno- will 
not: It bou. TakTe

1
the ~me1rgen~y away, and the whole picture ch;;:n<Yes. -

r. LASON. 1at IS t ~~ pomt then, that if there 1s not an actual 
smer~en~h at ~he present hme sufficient to requii·e this staying in the . 

erv1ce, ere 1s no reason why they should not go out 1 
The CmmuAN. Is not that the question asked of Congress! 
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Mr. CusoN. That is the quest~on I ~masking him. · 
The CHAlllMAN. You are askmg him whether there is a national 

emergency. 
General DEVERS. I do not know whether or not there is a national 

emergency. 
Mr. CLAsoN. That is ~he first qu~tion everybody asks. 
The CHAIRMAN. All right. I tlunk that is a question for Con

gress. Is there anything further of this witness! 
Mr. DURHAM. Mr. Chairman, General Devers is stationed in North 

Carolina but he is going to the State of Kentucky, and I want to 
congratulate the State of Kentucky. 

The CHAIRMAN. We are very glad to have him. I have been down 
to _his camp in North Carolina, and I am very proud of what he is 
domg down there. I did not know quite as much about it until he 
testified here, but he has the same idea that is set forth in a lengthy 
ai'ticle in the last month's. Reader's Digest about Germany's te~~;m
work. · I hope he has read It. If he has not, I recommend It to him, 
because it- is right along that line. 

Mr. THOMPSON. General Devers has certainly made a very good 
record, so far as that is concerned. 

Mr. l'i'Lu!TIN. General, you are training large divisions, as I under
stand it, so they will be ready to go forth into combat on short notice' 

General DEVERS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. MARTIN. If you had the job assi.rned to you to take in a large 

body, several thousand boys, who hadhad at some time in the past 
a year of training, how long would you estimate it would take you 
to develop the teamwork necessary in building into your present 
division' · · · 

General DEVERS. Well, you ask me to put a time limit on it. It 
-depends on .where they were trained, who trained them, how far along 
t!Iey went, what kind of boys they were, and where they came from. 

Mr. MARTIN. Suppose they are a fair type of boys, and at some 
time in the recent past they have had a year year of training and 
have completed that and have gone lwme, and then they are recalled 
to the service; how long would it take to develop the necessary team
work with that basic training in the background! 

General DEVEllS. In my own opinion if those boys came back. to 
the same locality and the same kind of work they had before, that 
would be one tlung. I would say that in case these boys are brought 
back and tl1ey have not gotten married in the meantime and cannot 
come back-in 3 months lots of things change, at~itu~es and ~very
thing else-I would say thnt I cou~d work them m, If _you d1d not 

·give me too many of them---5ny, give me 10 percentr-m 3 months 
I would have them moving along. Probably in an emergency I 

-could do it in less than that-if they were really skilled when they 
went out, well ti;ained, could handle a particulnr weapon and went 
back to that particular weapon.. . . . . . . 

.Mr. MARTIN. I am trying to divide the matter mto m<hVIdual tram-
ing and teamwork. 'Vhich takes the longed . . . 
- General DEVERS. I think the teamwork takes longer than m41v1dual 
. training. Individual training takes about 13 weeks. That Is w~at 
we go on. ·From tliat time on a g1·eat deal depends on tlie personahty 
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of your leaders and on the personality of your noncommissi~ned 
officers. There are a number of things that make one outfit a httle 
better than another. . . 

Mr. MAnTIN. The longest time then is in the bulldmg of the team, 
rather than individual soldier training! 

General DEVEnS. Yes, sir. · . . 
Mr. MARTIN. Now, while you are developing this team trai.m_ng, 

team organization you are also carrying on a great many tranung 
points that cannot be covered in that 13 weeks! 

General DEvEnS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. MARTIN. What bus been the situation in your divisio.n. as to 

the supply of ammunition! Have you had enough ammumt10n to 
carry out your fire problems through your own troops! 

General DEVERS. My answer to that would be yes, I have. We 
had a lot of ammunition before they cut down our allowance .. ~ e 
liave always had at Fort Bragg, 3'7 millimeter and '75 ammumt10n 
for artillery, and I told my officers, "You do not need to worry 
about the ammunition. ·Throw a rifle at these selectees"-to use a 
slang expression that we use down there-the second day after he 
comes in he has a rifle, and the third day he is out shooting-and 
you will be surprised how well they do it. We put them on the 
known distunce range, and that gives them confidence. Then we 
try to get a small group on the combat range, to get the team play, 
and count the results of the group handling. By the time we got 
through with our known distance firing, with the 9,000 or 10,000 
men that we had to put through on those ranges, we got more 
ammunition. 

I would say that in the Ninth Division there is no one single item 
that has slowed us up in all our training. We have always had 
plenty of equipment. We have had to pass it around, you under
stand, but by handling our schedules properly-and we worked the 
full 44 hours a week too, particularly during the 13 weeks training
we have cut it to 40 hours now, because we like to give them an 
afternoon off in the middle of the week to attend to personal business. 
We have arranged it so that all are not off at once. There is always 
someone there to attend to business . 

. Mr. MARTIN. How far have you gone in the matter of combat 
firing I Have you j:(Otten up to division combat firing I 

General DEVERS. We have carried it throuo-h the battalion. We 
~ave never fired the whole division with servi~e ammunition, if that 
1s what you mean. We have not tried that. We have not tried to 
th~ow artillery shells o.ver infant~·y as yet. We are getting to the 
pomt where we are gomg to do 1t, but we have not quite reached 
that point. 

M!· MARTIN. You have enough ammunition to carry out your de-
fensive combat program! 

General DEVERS. Yes, sir. · 
Mr. MARTIN. That is all. 
The CHAm~AN. Gep.eral, we thank you very much. You have 

m~de a very Impressive statement and have enlightened the com
mittee a great de~l. I am sorry to have had to bring you up here, 
but I hope you w11l return and do some more teamwork. 
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General DEVERs. Thank you, sir. 
· Mr,. KILDAY. One question, Mr. Chairman. How long have you 

been In the Army, General1 . 
General DEVERS. I went to West Point in 1905 from York Penn

sylvania High School, and I have been in it ever since. 
Mr. KILDAY. What is your rank now i 

. General DEVERS. My permanent rank is Brigadier General of the 
line. I was given that rank about a year ago. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you very much, General Devers. 
Is Brigadier General Hershey in the room. Will /ou come for

mard General, and give us, if you can, a very brie statement of 
what t~e selective service organization thinks about this proposed 
resolution~ 

STATEMENT OF BRIG. GEN. LEWIS B. HERSHEY, DIRECTOR, 
SELECTIVE SERVICE SYSTEM 

General lllmsHEY. Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, 
I am appearing here as the person responsible for the operation of 
th.e Selective Service System. Anything I say has nothing to do 

·With the War Department or the Army, although I happen to be 
a member of that organization. 

We, in the Selective Service System, have a very distinct interest, 
not only in the selectees but in the National Guardsmen, because we 
have responsibilities of procurement of selectees and reemployment 
responsibilities to both. 

I would like to very briefly discuss the Selective Training and 
Service Act of 1940, to the extent of calling the attention of the 
committe to the things they already know about it with respect to 
its dual function. The very title of the act sets out training, and 
it cites service, because I think Congress was attempting last year 
to do two things. · · 

First, it declared that it was imperative to increase and train the 
personnel of the armed forces of the United States, which means 
make an army and train them. 

Secondly, it also stated, to accomplish that same purpose, that it 
was the intent of Congress to use the N a tiona! Guard for national 
security at any time troops were needed beyond the Regular Army. 

And third, it provided for the building up of a Reserve, because it 
set the limit of service at 11 years, 10 years in the Reserve, unleas 
something should happen to lengthen the period of the 1 year. 

That the {lurpose was to establish something besides the training 
system, I thmk is· quite plain. 1\Ien were made available up to 36. 
I£ it had been intended as a training system solely, I am quite sure 
the Congress would have stopped in the early twenties. This act 
specifically provided not only for the extending of service beyond the 
year-that IS, to take more of th~ 11 years i~ an ~ctiv~ status-but it 
specifically set up the way and time-that IS, a tune m the sense of 
describing a <:ondition which ind~cated, I believe, that Congr~ at 
that time realized that the necessity that called the act forth m the 
first place, if it became more acute, would necessitate the keeping . 
of the men. 
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As we have studied the congressional de~~tes we fin~ some differ
. ences of opinion as to whether or not the Jomt resolutiOn of August 
27, 1940, had not already placed in the Executi~e the power to o~der 

-these individuals out for another year as Reservists, but we find httle 
evidence of anyone talking about the a~so~ute definiteness. of a year~s 
limitation. We find no individuals pomtmg out that this was deJI

. n!tely !Jnly a year's .tr.a!ning. There was. anxiety, and there was 
discussion of the possibility of a longer per10~, and there w~re many 
statements to indicate that, of course, the penod would be mcreased 

·if the necessity called for it. 
Mr. SHORT. General, do lou not think that not a few but several 

. members of Congress vote for the original act on the basis that is 
called for only 1 year's service¥ ' 

General I!EnsHEY. Of course, I think probably there were people 
that might have voted for the act because Congress reserved to itself 
the right to say when more than 1 year should be required, but I 
do not believe-and I have great faith in Congress-that there was 
anyone who voted for the bill believing th.at the 1 year was definite, 
because the 11 years was made the obbgat10n of the man so selected 
. and so trained, with the provision that unless Congress-Congress 
should see fit to extend it, whether he would train only 1 year or not. 
The restriction, though, was reserved to Congress. 

Mr. SHORT. The members of this committee, I think, had a thorough 
. understanding of those provisions, but the general public did not. 

General I!EnsHEY. Well, I do not want to argue that point, but I 
have found during the last 10 months that the one thing, as I have 
gone from forum to forum and school to school-the one thing that 
. the young men have asked me is "Do you think we will get out in n 
year!" which showed that there was no great certainty that they 
would, and I have repeatedly told young men who have asked my 
personnl advice on whether to enlist or not, whether to volunteer for 
mduction, I have sa!d very candidly: "Yo~ are volunteering for 1 
y~ar, but remember, If you volunteer to be mducted, you waive your 
rights to get out at the end of the year if other people are held in." 
Not only. thnt, ~utI have kno~n m.any a man to enlist in the Regular 
Army with .this background m his thought: "If this emergency is 
over, they will let lJ!e ~mt of the Regular Army, even though I sigued 
up for 3 years. ~f It IS n<_Jt, I wouldn't get out even if I was inducted 
~nder the_ Selective Servic~ Act, so I might lis well enlist and get 
m the umt I want to get mto, because my obligations are going to 
be no greater." · 
· Mr. ~HORT. I agree with you on that. I have had them say th~ 
same thmg to me. . · 

Mr. KILDAY. Y~u advised them the same thing! [Laughter.] 
Mr. SHoRT. I will not say what I advised them. I will say that 

I always tell the truth. [Laughter.] 
. · General HEn~HEY. I would like to point out in a passin wa that 
·!~!i?ongress did set up two methods to be used in procu~eme~t. I 

· · ~~ a f~ee society, the obligations and privileges of military training a~d 
:' 

1
ce tsi ould be shared generally,- in accordance with a fair and just system 

se ec ve, compulsory training and service. 

That is policy No. 1. 
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Policy No.2: 
No bonus sball be paid to Induce any person to enllst In or be Inducted Into 

the lund or naval forces of the United States .. 

I submit these principles were enunciated by Congress after most 
careful consideration of the personnel procurement history of the 
United States1 especially in times when large numbers of men were 
needed. I sut>mit that Congress saw in their mind's eye George 
·washington as he looked at his army melt time after time because 
the bounty was not high enough, even though it was going up and 
up. I believe Congress remembered that it was untrained men who 
fled at Bladensburg because they had found it impossible to en
courage men to volunteer for long periods of time. I believe that 
Scott, half way between Vera Cruz and Mexico City\ immobilized for 
months in a foreign country because 40 percent of 1is men had left 
him because their year was up, and it was not extended. I believe 
they thought of the days of 1861, when Patterson, up in the Shenan
doah, was not able to hold the forces opposite him because men went 
home at the end of their period of time, as time expired men, as 
Kipling would say, while to the east the guns of Manassas roared 
in their ears. 
· I believe those things were in the mind of Congress when they 

set up these principles. I believe that the experience of the World 
War, when, for the first time, suitable sufficient men were available 
at the time they were desired, made them turn to the system of the 
\Vorld War and away from the system of volunteering and bonuses 
of the years that have gone before. This was a Selective Service Act 
in 1940. I believe it shunned the systems that had failed in our 
personnel procurement history. I believe it provided for the system 
that had succeeded. 

Now, Congress reserved the right to judge the situation after a year 
nnd act accordin~;ly. That ¥ear is past. Are we in peril or will we 
be if we demobilize the N atwnal Guard and selective forces 1 That 
is one question we ask ourselves. If we answer "No; we a;e not in 
peril," then we say "Are we doubtful ?f our safety or will we be 
doubtful if we let go home these Natwnal Guardsmen and these 
selectees?" If you answer "No," then you should answer "Yes" to 
this question: ''Will we feel secure if we demobilize our National 
Guard and our selectees!" If you say "Yes," then there is no point 
in worrying about keeping the people. I shall no~ argue th~t que~
tion at all, if you can say that we. are so:fe. But 1f we ar~ m penl 
or in doubt what is the conservative actwn! Who shall JUdge our 
peril~ Th;t· is the question that I will not attempt to an?wer. The 
Commander in Chief_ and r!lS)JOn~i~l~. ofi!cer. of the U:mted _States 
is the one upon whom the responsibility hes If .we are m penl, and. 
if we do get into tragedy has stated other thmgs tha'! have ~n 
stated from other sources. I am not . the possessor of mformat10n 
that cannot be "leaned from the newspapers, and I make no attempt_ 
at a judgment; "'If I were in a responsible position I probably would· 
tend to accept the information from respons1~le sources. . . 
· lf" we mi1st have trained men-and I thmk we must, tf the first_ 

two conditions apply-as \1- personn~l procurer I must tell you that 
there are II({ other sources of. tramed and seasoned men:-nnd I. 
emphasize "seasoned men" because there are several weeks' difference 
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' between trained men and seasoned men-outside the Regular Army 
there are no sources except the present National Guard and selectees 
from which to secure such men. 

Now, if you want them to stay, there are two meth?ds_ that you 
mm use to get them. You en~ ask for volu!lteers. This u~volves a 
recruiting campaign in each umt, a name-callmg .P!ocess, a disorderl_y 
method of compelling each man to make a decisiOn as to what Ius 
duty is, and to be called a slacker or something els~ if he does no~. 
Selective Service of course, feels that that is not fair to th~ orgam
:r.ation, that it is 'not fair to the individual, and _it is not fair _to the 
Nation. However, that is one method of trymg ~o keep m the 
organization the man who is trained and seasoned-If you feel you 
must keel? him. . 

There IS one other method. I might say, however, that to get _this 
volunteering done, in addition to name-calling, you can go a httle 
farther and add bounties of one kind or another, regardless of whether 
they are paid now or when he leaves the service, or to his family if he 
never does. If you do that, you must face the necessity of settmg up 
within each of these companies that General Devers has told you 
about, some men who are going to get $60 a month and some that are 
going to get $30 a month, and some that are going to get some other 
figure. 

I have been an enlisted man. I have lived most of my life as a 
battery commander. No one thinks more hi~hly of soldiers than I 
do, real, genuine admiration-whatever I may be they have made me, 
and I say it very freely, and I would like to see t\1em get every nickel 
that the Federal Government can pay them-but in the .outfit that 
I command I say pay the same amount for the same service. Make 
them alike, because I do not believe you can have morale, training. 
and efficiency in a unit that has one man drawing $60 a month and 
another one drawing $30 for bein~ a private. 

Now, I offer as a solution of this problem, the retention of these 
units intact by the use of the law which you gentlemen in your wis
dom passed last year, I believe, to meet the situation with which you 
are now faced. I believe the operation of that law will give you 
efficiency, security, nnd will be in accord with what was planned, at 
least bv not a few of you last year, to meet an emergency, should it 
come, if vo~ believe t~at the na~ionnl interest is imperiled. 

I wou]d h~e to say_ m conclusiOn that the Selective Service System 
has lastmg mterest m the selectee as an individunl and I am not 
claiming anythin_e: except the selfishness of an orga~izntion, if you 
w~nt t? expres~ It that way. We select him for induction. Were
ceive h~m on ~1scha~ge nn_d. a~temnt to hnve him reemployed. His 
well-heme: durme; h1s servire IS reflected in nt least one of our 6.500 
local hoard areas. The public reaction to selective service creates 
a public opi~ion·which permits nr prohibits our opPrntion. The lonf' 
;anrre be...t mt~re.•t of ~he soldier. and of all soldiers, is of vital 
unnnrtnnt-~ to yh•~ Rele.ctJvP. Service System, but the lon!!'-ranP'~'> interest 
of th~ •nln:•r I" hk11w•~e the !on!!' ranp-o best interest of thP. N ntion. 

I ~nprec1ate the desires of some, perhaps many to terminate their 
8el'Vlr>A. ' 

! lived n• a ·small farmer, as a small farmer lives in that great 
M1dweRt. From my own experience I know something of the public 
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~hool-teache1:'s life, and how college ~udents think, and of their 
aims and their homes. I kn<>'W somethmg of what an enlisted man 
of the National Guard thinks, and an officer of the National Guard, 
and the problems that come to them. I have lived throu_gh one 
situation quite similar to this one. I was on the border m 1916 
in a National Guard unit, wondering from day to day when we were 
going to go home-and I wanted to go home, and all the rest of 
them in the unit wanted to go home, especially when Purdue-not 
Notre Dame but Purdue-had a. college unit next door to mine, and 
they came home because they let the college people come home. 
My unit was two-thirds college, but we came from town and we 
were known as a town unit. The result was we did not come home 
until December. We got out in the snow on December 29, 1916, and 
I went back to Angola. 

Now, what did getting out at that time do for me~ Another 
fellow had my school, the school that I bad been teaching. 

Mr. THOMASON. Where was this, North Carolina¥ 
General HERSHEY. Indiana. Angola, Ind. 
The CHAmMAN. Did you never hear of Angola, Ind.~ [Laughter.]· 
Mr. THoMASON. No. . 
General HERsHEY. I did not get my school back. A great many 

of the other boys did not get their jobs back, because in less than 
a month we broke diplomatic relations with Germany, and then what 
was the use of putting me back in the school~ I was going away in 
the summer anyway. What was the use putting these other men 
back in tl1eir jobs~ The employer would say: "I want somebody that 
is going to at least be with me a little while." Not only that, but 
I had this question of uncertainty: first, we were goin~ to be mo
bilized in April, then in May, then in June, and finally m the latter 
part of June we found that the date was August 5, and that date 
stuck, and we were mobilized on August 5. But I did not engage 
in anything gainful-~rhaps it ma:l' take a stretch of the imagina
tion for anyone to beheve that I had before, but I had. I engaged 
in nothing gainful, and the great majority of my fellow soldiers 
did not either, because some of them could not get jobs. Some of 
them said, "It is only going to be a month or so, and I am going 
to sort of ease out of town. I am not going to work these last 2 
or 3 weeks." And a great many people said "Well, I am sorry, 
but I can't use you. If I teach you bow to do the job I want to 
keep you." 

Mr. SHoRT. The very thing that is likely to occur now. 
General HERsHEY. I was working up, emotiona_llY. or ot?-erwise, to 

a situation where you would see where I am Sittrn~ With 800,000 
J>eople coming at me in the next few months wantmg me to find 
them a job telling their to-be emplo;)'er that lliey are members of the 
Guard and' will be likely to be called out any time, ~r tha~ they.~ 
in the Reserves and are subject to recall at a moments notice to JOin 
their forces. • 

I remember lliat when I left the border my company was not a 
very large company but it was a very well seasoned company. 
We could march thr~ or three and a quarter miles an hour, a gO<?d 
many hours a day, if we had to. When we next ~e together m . 
August, it was in May or June 1918, before my un1t approach~/ 
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what they were in December 1916. I may not have had too good .an 
experience, because in the first place a lot of our boys went t.o tram
ing camp a!ld became. officers-;-and I am very glad they d1d. We 
did expand mto an artillery umt and take on more men, but we were 
not seasoned when again we met in August 1917. . . 

In conclusion I want to say one sentence and I w1ll b~ fimshed. 
Congress has provided an efficient method, which they prov1ded after 
Jon~ thou~ht, to meet a C<?ndition where there is a peril to ~he 
N atJon. The Selective SerVIce System recommends that that policy 
be employed. . 

The CHAIRMAN. General, you have been: before the comm1ttee so 
often and have been so helpful to us that it seems as though per
haps no one on the committee will want to ask you any further 
questions. Your statement has been so excellent that I am go in~ to 
thank you on behalf of the committee, and if there are no questwns 
we will proceed with the next witness. 

Mr. CLASON. General, have you any documents, any printed docu
ments, in which you carry the enlistments or the inductions of selectees 
by months? 

General HERSHEY. Are you speaking of inductions into the 1 year, 
into the training period, or enlistments in the Army? 

Mr. CLASON. I am referring to the Selective Service Act. 
General HERsHEY. Oh, yes, I can furnish you that. I will be 

glad to do so. 
Mr. CLASON. I wish you would furnish that. 
General HERsHEY. Yes, I will. 
The CHAIRMAN. Thank you, General. 
Now, we have two more very brief witnesses, and then I want 

the cmmnittee to remain, because I have an announcement to make. 
Our next witness is 1\fr. Frank Murray, president, National Parents 

of Selectees, Inc. Let me ask you a few questions and then you 
can present your statement. Where do you live? ' 

STATEMENT OF FRANK MURRAY, !'RESIDENT, NATIONAL 
:PARENTS OF SELECTEES, INC. 

Mr. MURRAY. I live in South Bend, Ind. 
The CHAIRMAN. What is your connection? Whom do you 

represent! 
Mr. MURRAY. I represent the National Parents of Selectees, Inc. 

That is an Indiana corporation. 
The CHAIRMAN. When was it organized! 
Mr. MURRAY. May 21, 1941. 
The CHA~!l~N. What character of corporation is iU Is it a non-

profit orgamzahon! · 
Mr. MURRAY. It is a no!lp.rofit corporation. . 
The CHAIR~lAN. How 1s 1t supported iri its activities? 
Mr. MURRAY. By the contributions of its members contributions 

of Parents who are not members, u~d regular membersi1ip dues. 
The CHAIRMAN. How d? you obtam contributions from the parents! 

· Mr. llfURRA!· By sendmg _letters to them asking them either to 
attend a meetmg, take part m the volunteer work or send in some 
money. ' 
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The CHAIRMAN. How do you obtain your finances other than 
that, if you have any 1 

Mr. MURRAY. We do not have any. 
The CHAIR~IAN. Are ;YOU on a salary¥ 
Mr. MURRAY. Not with the National Parents of Selectees. Tlutt 

·is a purely voluntnry organization, and all work is volunteered by 
the parents themselves. 

The CHAIRMAN. "What are the duties of yourself and your assist
ants? What activities do you engage in? 

Mr. MURRAY. You mean other· than the National Parents of 
· Selectees? 

The CHAIR>IAN. 'Vhat is your work? 
Mr. MURRAY. My work is head of a taxpayers organization. 
The CHAIRMAN. A taxpayers organization set up as a branch of 

your parents of selectees? 
Mr. MURRAY. No, sir; that is a local organization that has been 

in existence for some time. 
Mr. HARNEss. This is an organization of the parents of these 

boys who have been drafted in Indiana. 
The CHAIRMAN. Well, I am simply trying to find out about it. 

How do you get your finances with which to operate this particular 
organization ? 

Mr. MURRAY. Just in the manner which I have stated, sir. 
The CHAIRMAN. All right. What is your position with respect 

to this resolution? Are you for it or against it? 
1\Ir. MURRAY. I am opposed to it, sir. 
The CHAIR>IAN. Very well. Proceed with your statement. 
Mr. MURRAY. First, I am from South Bend, Ind., where the Notre 

Dame team is located. We know when the Notre Dame team is 
going good, and it is going good when its morale is high. It goes 
good when it has trust and confidence in its coach and the officers 
of the team. And we know that when it is going bad1 is when its 
morale is low and confidence is lacking. This is the mam point that 
I want to present to your gentlemen today, the attitude of mind of 
the parents and the boys in the ranks. It is a question of our 
morale and the morale of the boys that is the greatest question before 
you. It is not what may be the attitude of the Congress toda;Y or 
what yon thought you were doing, that affects the morale, rt is 
what has been communicated to the parents and our boys that are 
in camp, and what they and we understand. 

I have been here only a few hours, but in that few hours I find an 
atmosphere that is entirely different than the atmosphere buck home. 
The understanding is different than our understanding at home. 
I could not help but note, as. the generals tal~e<l here ~oday, that 
everything they had to say 1!1 sup_port. of th1s re~olutwn shonl<l 
have been existent on paper or 111 thmr mmds at the t1me the act was 
passed by Congress. There has been absolutely no change whatever 
in the needs of the Army. 

It so happens that f sen·ed better than 4 ye:u·s in the t:nit<:<l 
States Marine Corps. About 2 years of that. tn.ue was >:JWIII m 
recruiting service, and I have some idea of brm~n~g men 1!1to the 
service. I know that part of it. I know what 1t IS t? enhst !uen 
and haYe them dropping out of the ranks owr a [Wrwd of tune 
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Records will show that each recruiting sergeant would take in 
three or four men a week. Those men had to be dropped out from 
day to day as their enlistments expired. That problem has alw~ys 
faced the Army, the Marine Corps, ~he Navy, and when the Selective 
Service Act wns passed, the men m charge of the Army knew of 
that condition. Therefore, as far as we are concerned as pm;el}ts, 
what you have in the act as to the period of 1_2 mon~hs of trnmmg 
was just exactly what we expected, and that IS precisely what our 
boys expected, and not more than 12 months unless there was a war. 
In interpreting the act to the parents or to the _boys who asked 
questions about time limit or what the words national emergency, 
or the Nation is in peril, it was understood that "in peril" meant 
war. And that wns what was in our minds-not that the time 
would be extended by declltring an emeq~ency while .conditions we:e 
not clumged. I want to get to that pomt now, tlus emergency 1t 
is said we have before us. 

It is true that I come from a State where most everybody is in 
politics· where we take an interest in our Government. We perhaps 
have m~re means and methods of making democracy work in our 
State than any other State in the Union. That is more or less its 
recm·d, and most all States, especially their citizen organizations, 
are continuously attempting to follow the Indiana plan to give the 
people the right to operate their government. 

Based on this background, we took an interest in the emergency 
at the time of the passage of the 1940 Selective Service Act. What 
were we thinking was the emergency at the time this act was passed 1 
I will tell you wlmt we were thinking in Indiana, that the British 
Government would move to Cnnada. Our newspapers were carrying 
it. That was our understanding, that the EngliSh could not lust 
on the island, and it was only a matter of just a short time until 
they would have to leave. It was our understanding at that time 
that Germany, Italy, Russia, and Japan were in a combinntion 
against the democracies. 'V e considered that the emergency was 
of such character that our boys should go into training and get 

. rea<ly for it. 
We also considered that Spain, Germany, and Italy were active 

in l?outh ~erica. It was our general understanding that they had 
entire colomes down there where the people were trained to fi rrht; 
that there was a sufficient number of Spaniards Itttlians and Ger
mans in South America, that they could cont1~ol what 'the South 
American. countries we~e doing; .that th~y c?uld actually vote and 

. had sufficient numbers m th~ various legislative bodies so that they 
controlled the governm~nt Itself. That wa~ our understanding of 
the e.mergency_ at the time our boys went m. There is absolutely 
no difference m the emeraency today, as presented by the leaders 
of our. Government, and wY1at we understood the emeraency to be at 
that t1me. " 

Mr. SHo~T. Will you suffer an interruption, Mr. Murray~ Do 
you not ~hmk the emergency should be less now because Russia was 
not fightmg Germany then\ but they are in a death struggle now. 

Mr. MURRAY. Well, thank you, I have covered that point right in 
my notes. 
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The CHAIRUAN. What about the revolutions that are going on in 
Soutl1 American countries now~ 

Mr. MURRAY. The one between Peru and Ecuador is a matter of 
very long standing. I think that in South America we were having 
a war or a fight between a couple of other countries right at the time 
that this Selective Service Act was passed. 

Mr. HARTER. Is it not a fact that various other countries have fallen 
under the domination of Hitler since a year ago~ 

Mr. MURRAY. Is it your thought that they have people in South 
America who now are added to their forces 'I 
· Mr. HARTER. I am not talking about South America. How about 
the whole Balkan Peninsula 'I 

Mr. MuRRAY. My attitude toward that has been the same as if 
:Mexico would be invaded, and that is that the United States would 
!l"o in there immediately as I personally would be ready to go in there 
lf Germany landed troops. I though that the Balkans were as good 
as in the orbit of Germany at the time the Selective Service Act was 
passed. 

Mr. HARTER. You know that the war is going on continuously and 
relentlessly and that more countries are becoming involved all the 
rime, and yet you say that this country is in no greater danger than 
it was last Septembed 

Mr. :MuRRAY. I would say it is in less danger now, because there 
are more Germans being killed and more of their ammunition and more 
of their tanks and equipment are being destroyed than were destroyed 
before. So that the emergency today is less than it was before. 

Mr. HARTER. And you would be willing to take the chance on re
leasing these selectees and Reserve officers that no harm could come 
to this country 'I 

Mr. MURRAY. Sir, I would like to go through my statement and 
l1andle that in its due order, if I may. . 

Mr. HARTER. Will you answer that question~ 
Mr. MuaRAY. I can answer it by just following through. That is 

not tl1e proposal that I intend to present here today. 
Mr. HARNESS. I think we should hear the gentleman, Mr. Chairman. 
The CHAIRUAN. Go ahead, Mr. Murray. 
Mr. MURRAY. What I am trying to get across to you gentlemen is 

what is in the minds of the parents out in the States. You under
stand that as president of this organization-incidentally I had no 
•hought of being president, I was just drafted because I ~ad ?ad or
ganization experience, and placed at the head of the orgamzaho_n, il!l
mediately telephone calls, telegrams and letters started to commg m 
from all over the country. People stopped me on the street and 
asked me about it. At this time let me say that the reason you do 
not receive more letters is because the parents and the boys live in a 
state of fear of what will happen to them if they write to you or if th_ey 
write to the newspapers, and the bo~ are fearful o~ what they wnte 
to their parents. I have had them while l~ol!le come mto the o!fice and 
say "I wouldn't dare write that, because 1t 1s our understandmg that 
our' letters are opene_d, an~ therefore ~ would not dare." And the 
parents in open meetmg w1ll not comn_nt th~mse.lves as to wJ:!at tJ:!ey 
1mderstand is the true condition of the1r sons mmd or what lS gomg 
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on in the camp without the specific understanding that their names 
will not be used or remembered. · 

So we have out through this country of our~ a great fear: among 
the people to express themselves ~s to what the1r ,understandmg was 
of what the President of the Umted States promised them and that 
Congress enacted in regard to this subject matter. So, if I do n<;>t 
use names or anything identifying persons, it is because of that, and 1f 
you do not get more letters it is bect_~use. of that fear. . . 
· We have an officer of our or~amzatJon1 w~o, when 1~ c~~:me time to 
consider coming down here smd, "No, uon t go. It 1s m the bag. 
Our boys are lost. They are done for, and there is no use going down 
there, no use wasting the money." And then she had a telephone ca~l. 
and was told her boy and many others in camp had made up tl1e1r 
minds to a slow-down strike, an attempt to band themselves together 
so that when their year of service was over they would just simply sit 
down and say that's all there was to it, or they would Just disappear. 
She called my wife-! was not at home-and said, "I am gomg to 
change my mmd. I don't want my boy or any other boy to do any
thing that is dishonorable. I want him to stay there as long as the 
Cong1·ess of the United States or the President says he should stay 
there. I don't want him to do these things. Do what you can t() 
see that this thing is handled in such a way that our boys will not 
feel toward their Government as they feel today"-and as my boy 
expressed himself to me. I have listened to these gentlemen tell about 
what the selectees think. I was in the service, gentlemen. I know 
what you can tl1ink and I know what you cannot think. I have told 
my boy: "Son, you have lost the power over your body and your soul. 
You are in the Army, and don't write letters and don't do things 
against the rules. Do what the Army tells you to do, and be honor· 
able." My last statement to him was: "You are in a vise. Don't 
jerk loose so as to tear your future to pieces. Stay there and do the 
right thing. Trust your father, your mother, and the other parents 
of the United States to do everything they can for you to see that you 
get a square deal." · 
. I do not want to fight with Geneml 1\farshnll. He knows more 
than I do about this whole thing

1 
but I do remember a little story 

about the King or Sultan who re1gned in the Far East who would 
go out ?n ~nturday night disguised and find ol!t what the people 
were tlunkmg, and came back and rule very w1sely the :following 
week. General Marshall should disguise l1imself and go out and 
learn what the people and boys are thinking. There are no outside 
forces that are influencing the men in the service to write these letters. 
The happens~ance of a r,ostcar_d coming to my son from Senator 
Whee!C!~I d1d not ~end It ,to hnn; ~ opened it and read it through. 
but I did not send 1t to hnn. It 1s the boys in the service them~ 
selvesi it is their parents outside, who feel that they have had a 
~omm1tment made to them of 1 yea:'s service, and 1 year's service 
IS what they want, and. that there Is no greater emergency today 
than there was at the t1me o~ the enactment of this act. . 

Now, I wan.t to say sometlung else to you about what is in the 
back ?f. the mmds of. the boy~. It is not exactly the time that they 
~re g~_vmg now. It IS. not th1s year. It is the years to follow. it 
1a the1r future. That 1s what they are worried about. They would 
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not mind-! mean do not believe they would mind if their- future 
~ere. taken care of. But here they are, taken out of their regular 
hfe mto the Army for example-my son was taken away while the 
boys on both sides of him were left behind. All were drawing $160 
a month. Since that time these boys with others threatened to strike, 
and they. have ~ad an increase. They are working 8 hours a day. 
My son IS working around 12 to 14 hours a day and getting $5 a 
.week. That is all. And he knows of the condition back home. He 
knows these boys are paying for their homes, paying for their auto
mobiles, getting married. They are doing all the things that he 
wanted to do, while he is in camp, and you are paying him $5 a week, 
and deducting costs of compensation insurance. The businessmen 
around the camps are charging higher prices than they charged ordi
narily, because of the influx of the boys and the shortage of things, 
and even then they are not gettin~ the things that they were getting 
before. These boys are in a total defense program. That is what 
they are in, and I cannot for the life of me, and neither can any of 
the other parentsl see any difference between a man in the industrial 
branch of the detense program and the man in the military branch. 

In the old days in the world that was, when soldiers were hired 
as professionals and went away to fight, it was different, but today 
you have got to have every mom, women, and child behind this effort, 
and I say to you that it IS unfair and unjust for you to distin~ish 
between my boy if he were to stay at a machine, and my boy If he 
goes to a 1nilitary camp. And so if you will provide-I think Gen
eral Hershey made the statement that he did not think it made any 
difference about providing for the future and paying them after 
they went home, but I find fault with that stat<:'ment for if you 
would provide for their future, gentlemen, that I believe would make 
them more satisfied to stay in, because they would know that when 
they came out they would not be in the same position that General 
Hershey was, when he came back from the border, but they would 
be taken care of. And it is that future that they are wo1Tying about. 
And it is the duty of Congress, as the parents see it, to take care of 
that situation. 

Now I have aot one other thought that I would like to leave with 
you on' this mntter before I go into my recommendations, and that 
1s this: The generals say: "Keep them as long us we want to keep 
them." 

The CIIAmMAN. No; as long as they need to keep them. 
Mr. MURRAY. Well, that is the same thing, because I know the gen

erals. They say: "Let's keep, the~?-·" Tak~ yourself! suppose you 
were in the service at the present time a.nd 1t looked hke 12 months 
or 3 years, according to whether you enhsted for 3 years or whether 
you were selected for 12 months, you would prob~bly ~o as the boys 
do now, they mark off the days ~m. the cale!1dar JUst like theY. were 
in jail. I tell you that because It IS true-Just the same as If they 
were in jail-another day gone, so many more days to go .. When 
my son writes a letter he says: "'Veil, that's another month belnnd me. 
Only 8 more to go." . 

Mr. EDMISTON. Does not every American boy m school do the same 
thing1 . . . . 

Mr. MORRAY. I am just saymg that IS the way It IS. 
6123Q-41-8 



110 REMOVE RESTRICTIONS ON NATIONAL DEFENSE 

Mr. EDMISTON. I used to do that all my life when I was going to 
school. · 

Mr. MuRRAY. This is what is going to happen. The emergency 
is no greater today than it was at the ti~J?e the boy~ went m, yet 
we are going to take away from them any Idea of a time :when they 
will get ou~ as far as staying 12 mont~s, ~ years, or 4 years or a~y 
other time IS concerned. Each man's hfe IS to be the Governments. 

I notice that the Generals talk very impersonally about the Army. 
They cannot get impersonal with us. When they tnlk about the 
Army, the parent thinks of the son that he has in the Army. And 
let me say to you that only day before yesterday I took a deed to a 
farm with the express thought that if my son comes back like so many 
of them came back he will have that farm. I wrote him a letter to 
that effect, so that l,e at least could feel that if he came back injured, 
incapable of work1 if he could work the farm he could have it, or 
could live on it. And I am saying to you that every time somebody 
says anything about this war business we cannot feel impersonal about 
it. Every one of those boys belongs to n set of parents. Every time 
you talk about keeping them indefinitely, those parents are set to 
wondering if you are not going to brenk down the morale of the boys, 
If you are not also breaking down the morale of the parents. I would 
just like to ask you if it is not the truth that throughout the world 
today propaganda is being used to brenk down the morale of the 
people back home, to brenk down the parents back home, to caube 
them to write letters to their sons saying "Quit I Give· up! Sur
render I Don't fight!" 1 Yet, what are we doing in the United States 1 
You made a mistake, perhaps, when you set up this program, but it 
is the p1·ogrnm that was sold to 600,000 boys, and their parents nnd 
the United Stutes should stand by its word. There is nothing to 
fight for if ~he honor of this .Nation is just thrown away-and the 
honor rests m the word of tlus Congress and that of the President 
of the United Stutes . 

. Now,_ then, to nns:we1: your p_roblem, I say to you that after you 
gtve tlus to the Army, If you give them what they are askin(J' what 
Secretary Stimson is asking, they still have not got an ArmY.' I do 
not know what the generals call "morale," but I have some idea what 
morale is, and I think that the majority of yon men who served in 
the World War hav!l some idea what morale is. I say to you that 
you must do somethmg so that this group of men in the Army will 
w~n~ to stay i~ the Army. You must so treat them that they are 
WIIimg to stay m .the Army. You must do two things: 

1. You must ~rmg them. up with your other defense workers, and 
you ml!st equahze the sacrifice. There is only one group of men in 
t~e Umted State_s that makes any sacrifice today in the defense pro
gram, the boJ;l m the Army. The balance of them are making a 
profit out of It-and the defense program is a wonderful thing to 
th~m. In our own home town many men that belong to the C. I. 0. 
umon are haPI?Y to h~ar you say that you are going to keep the boys 
you now have !~d.efimtely, because they know you only have a certain 
!.mount of faCihttes, and that means less chance for them to go and 
~hat~~heyh_can ~tn1y at home. That is a condition that is helpin.; yon 
m IS t mg rtg 1t here. We parents realize that. We know ;'e are 
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a mir:10r.ity. We know you have 600,000 of our boys. We know that, 
multiplied by 2, that only makes actually 1,200,000 parents, and if 
we add in an extra son or so, we are a very small minority, as far as 
we are concerned, but we are asking that you do a job and protect 
our sons. 

Now, I say that to meet this situation, the Congress of the United 
States should equalize the pay. Let them treat a soldier as he should 
~e treated-today, as a me111J:>er of the total defense program. Pay him· 
m accordance with what you, the Congress of the United States, are 
voting to be paid to industrial workers in this defense program. 

The CHAmMAN. Where would you get the money! 
Mr. MURRAY. Where did you get the money to pay the others! 
The CHAmMAN. But where would you get the money! 

. Mr. MURRAY. Right out of the people, same as you did the other. 
The CHAmMAN. Just a moment. If you take 600,000 men in the 

Army and pay them average industrial wages, do you know how 
much that would amount to! 

Mr. MURRAY. Well, I would say that, equalizing them with cloth-
ing_ and what you are now paying it would be about $100 a month. 

The CHAmMAN. How much would that be a month! 
Mr. MURRAY. You mean the total! 
Mr. CLASON. $60,000,000 a month. 
The CHAmMAN. Wait a minute. Now, take 1,400,000 men, what 

would you pay them! . 
Mr. MURRAY. Well, I should get an adding machine. What we 

had in mind was that it would take between a billion and a quarter 
and two billion dollars. 

The CHAIDMAN. A month! 
· Mr. MURRAY. No, not a month, a year. Let me say this to you: 

you have a $52,000,000,000 program, and the average we will say, of · 
the profit is 10 percent that-you are allowing those who are handling 
it. In our community you are building defense houses, and the con- · 
tractor on that is making 10 percent n~t. I say to you if you want to 
take half of the 10 percent and cut 1t down to 5 percent you will 
have enough money to pay the boys. Members of the American 
Legion remember the universal draft thing that we agreed upon 
when we came home, if we ever had war again we were to have a 
universal draft--

. The CHAmMAN (interposing). Just a moment. We understand 
all about the draft matter and all that. You had some recommenda
tions, you said, that you wa1rted to make. Will you give us those! 

Mr. HAR!m!S. Mr. 'Chairman, I think we ought to hear Mr. Mur
ray's statement on any. saving which we might make on some of 
these expenditures. Our committee knows how much we are spend
ing on these projects. 

The CHAmMAN. So we do, and we do not need to be told about it. 
Mr. CLASON. Mr. Chairman, he has a program that he wants to 

offer. He is the only witness for the opposition so far. 'Why not 
give him a few minutes! 

The CHAmMAN. I am geing to give him a few minutes, but there 
are others here. There is a man here from New York who has 
been waiting ever since early this morning. 
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Mr. CLASON. Let him wait. This mari is from Illdia~a. 
Mr. MuRRAY. We are neighbors, you know, Mr. Chairman. You· 

are right across the river from us. · · · 
The CHATilMAN. Yes, I understand, and I know all about what 

you are tnlking about, but we want to get through here. · · · 
Mr. MURRAY. Well, my idea of where, to ge~ tl.le money based -on, 

my experience as head of n tnxpayers assocmhon, what I know 
about governmental costs nbout wlutt you c~n do, and the amount 
of money that it will take ~o put tl~e boys r1ght where th_ey should, 
says it need not mnke any difference m the total taxes of th1s country. 
This country would be much better off H throughout the country 
we were to estnblish economy and rebuild character, and I say that 
if you will put these boys where they belong and put governmental 
expenses where they belong-mid I am a Democrat, re·member that--:7 
and place your governmental expenses-'-,- · · 

The CHAIRMAN (interposing). Let me ask you a question. ·As a . 
Democrat do you believe that it will make n soldier any better soldier 
than he is, depending nltogether on the amount of money he gets' 
Is t.hnt your idea of what constitutes a soldier! . 

Mr. MURRAY. I will answer that by asking you this: if because 
you can get a man for less than whut you should pay him, should 
:you pay him that becau~e you have the o:dvmitage over him' I think 
1t ~s not a question of patr!oti~m, or nmo~mt tim~ i~ being_ paid him. 
It 1s a questwn of absolute JUStice. Thnt IS what 1t 1s. . · 

Mr. HARNESS. Just a minute. Every drafted man · especially 
those from our State, Indiana, and every parent would be will in"" for·.· 
the .men to ~tay h_1 thte Army if they believed the security ol' this .. 
Nntwn was Imperiled. · 

The CHAIRMAN. Nobody questions that. 
Mr. HARNESS. Isn't that right~ 
Mr. MuRRAY. Certainly. 
The CHATilMAN. Of course, nobody questions it. 
Mr .. KILDAY. Let me ask you this. From patriotic motives do. 

yon thmk these boys would be any more willing to stay in if you 
gnve them $100 a month I · 

Mr. MURRAY. Yes, sir. · · 
Mr. KiLDAY. Yon think that that would satisfy them just to- give· 

them $100 a month! · · ' 
Mr. MORRA!· I think their patriotism. remains the same, but they·' 

are human bemgs. They worked alongside of men and they receive -
letters from those men, they get the home town. newspaper they 
k~ow wha~ they _nre back there. You are now going to· make 'it, we 
will say, mdefimte and they do not know when they are ainu to· 
get out so some assurance sho~ld be given them for their futm:'e. . . 

Mr. Ku.nAY: Do y~u not .thmk that eyen at $100 a month they 
would be malnng a b1g sncr1fice? · , ' · · · · · 

Mr. MuRRAY. They will be making a· sufficient sacrifice even. at 
that. rate. I would recommend that of this amount of mane $100, · 
a modntCh, yodu pay them approximately $40 a month in cash-Iy~nder-
stan ana a pays $40. · · ' 

The CHAIRMAN. Now you are O"etting down to what I 1 d · 
Mr. Mt:RRAY. -r:ake the balance"' of the money and plac~si~e i/d.~:' 

fense bonds cred1ted to their account. When they are discharged_ 
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irom the service, pay those accumulations to them at the rate of $100 
.a month until they are exhausted, whatever the total credit may be 
so th~t i~ a way you will take care of them during the time the mer: 
are p1cking up somewhere· near where .they left off, and he knows 
while in the service he is being taken care of. I was in the service, 
and we do not want to go throl!gh that bonus thing again. You all 
remember that. . 

I am not asking much more lhan just what the difference is between 
the way we do things now .and pack in 1917, and what was paid to 
us as adjusted compensation. ·.The Government should say to the men: 
"Yes, we will take you away from home, you have got to do all this 
sacrificing, but we are going to provide for you when we discharge 
you. We are not going to dump you out on the world." 

The CHAIRMAN. Pardon me for interrupting, but you said you had 
some recommendhtions, and I will ask you to read them. I believe 
you said you had five of them. · Will you read them! 

Mr. M-cRRAY. I believe I have given the majority of them, but I 
will go on and finish. . ·- · · 

Mr. EDMISTON. I think we should let him alone and let him make 
his statement. 

·Mr. MARTIN. I am very much interested in what he says, Mr. 
Chairman. 
• Mr. MURRAY. I would like to say this to the chairman, that this 
is my first time to appear before a Congressional committee. . 

Mi-. CusoN. He has only had half an hour. He has been the only 
witness against, and most of them who are for stay on 2 or 3 hours. 

The CnAIRMAN. I will keep you here till4 o'clock then. 
Mr. Ci.AsoN. All right. 

_ Mr. THOMASON. May I ask one question~ I understand you are 
testifying to what you consider a solution of the problem. Are we to 
understand that you do not think this country is m peril at this time~ 

Mr. MuRRAY. Not any more than it was at the time of the passage 
of the act. 

· Mr. THOMASON. Well, regardless of that, whether it was 1 year 
or 2 years ago; do you think the United States of America today is in 

· periH · 
Mr. MURRAY. No, sir. 
Mr. THoMASON. You do not¥ 

· Mr. MURRAY. No, sir; not any more than it was at that time . 
. Mr. THOMASON. I did not ask you that. 
·Mr. MURRAY. Well, that is the point. I am going on the basis of 

-the time of enactment of this act and what we understood the danger 
to be then and I think it is less today than it was at the time the act 
was passed. . : . ·· . . h · · 
· Mr. HARNEss. If tins country was m. per1~ the~ t e same as 1t lS 

now, then there is no justification for t~us le:;pslntu_m 1 
. Mr. THoMAsoN; He says the· country 1~ not m perll. 

The CHAIRMAN. 'Veil, let him make h1s statement. . . 
Mr. MURRAY. Beginning at the po~nt of compensatwn, wh1ch I 

have asked tci have balanced, to have JUSt one defense pro~m, and 
that total defense; thllt the industrial defenSl! an_d the.JI!lhlary de
fense shall be considered; aspne:a.J1d the same thmg m thelr.liD:porlan<)S 
to the country, and that the workers in bOth shall be pa1d m a fa1r 
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and equal manner having in mind pensions, clothing, food, lodging, 
and so o~, that ar~ giyen t~ the military man by the Government as 
part of his compensatiOn. 

Mr. Smrn of Connecticut. Is it your idea that they shoul<!- have 
an increase in pay or a uniform separ~tion allowance, dependmg on 
length of service! I mean would you mcrease the pay o~ each gra?e 
proportionately, or would you say that !or e~ch m~n enhs~ed we will 
set aside so much money per month dunng his serviCe, winch shall be 
paid to him as separation allowance I . 

Mr. MURRAY. I am not sure whether you should increase t)1e upper 
grudes above the point that you set as the base. To get the right ku_Id 
of discipline you probabl~ '~ould have to ~nke care of t~e no'!-commis
sioned officers otnd commisSIOned officers m some relntwnsh1 p to the 
increased pay for privates. . 

Mr. SMITH. It could be reached by an alternative method of lea~ng 
the pay grades as they are and providing for a uniform separatiOn 
allowance depending on length of service. 

Mr. MURRAY. That would be another way of saying the same th!ng 
I have said, except that I want it understood that I am not talk~ng 
for the selectees alone, but the Regular Army, the Navy and Marme 
Corps, the Coast Guard and the selectees, the N ationnl Guard-the 
whole group. I am thinking of them nil, ns far as that pnrt of it is 
concerned. · 

Now the next thin~. Instead of discharging men who happen to 
have dependents-ana I want to say to you that I was married while 
I was in the Marine Corps. One of my children was born, the boy 
now in the service, was born while I was in the Marine Corps, and 
another one W>lS born almost immediately after I was dischar~ed-I 
think the thing to do, is to pay these increased amounts, and ao not 
be wmTied if n man happens to get a couple of dependents-that may 
give him a little more to fight for. There is only one reason why you 
cannot have dependents in the Army,and that is because the Army will 
not pay you enough to keep them, but if the Army will pay, there 
is no reason why th~y should not marry and have dependents. 

The CHAIRMAN. Congress is responsible for that. The Army can
not pay anything except what they are given. 

Mr. MURRAY. That is right. I believe the men should be entitled 
to marr~. I believe that it would be a good thing for the country,.a 
~o.od tlung for the morals of the Army, in fact It would be a good 
tnmg all the way around. . 

The CHAIR~IAN. I do too. 
Mr. MuRRAY. Then we are together on that. 
Now the next thing. In our industrial plants we give them what 

we call "workmen's coml?ensation insurance." The employee does 
not pay for that. If he Is hurt, he gets certain amounts that have 
~een set b'[lnw. to ~e paid him. I say that as far as we· are concerned, 
mstead <! havmg_ msurance agents bothering these boys and havin_g 
them write them msurnnce a~d take the balance of their pay that IS 
not already ~educted, let us giVe them a certain amount of insurance 
th~ same as If they were. in~ustrinl workers in a plant, so that if any~ 
thmg happens to thell! ~n hne of service their insurance will be pa1d 
to them. Why the military man out of his $21 a month should be 
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forced to pay insurance, while the industrial worker out of his high 
pay has his insurance paid, does not make sense to me. 

Mr. HARNESs. Let me ask you a question there. These men who 
are mducted; however, under our present law are entitled within 90 
days to make application fot· this $10,000 insurance policy that the 
Government supplies. 

Mr. MURRAY. But they pay for it, at a lower rate, but they pay. 
Mr. MARTIN. It costs $6.50 a month out of their pay, for a boy of 

20. That is what my boy is paying. 
Mr. MURRAY. That is correct. 

. Mr. KILDAY. The same thing happened in the World War, did 
It not? 

Mr. MUllRAY. But it was wrong. 
Mr. KlLDAY. I say a!;>out the same thing. 

·Mr. MURRAY. I was in the World War, as most of you were, and 
you know it was wrong. My net pay was about $6.57 after deducting 
for my children and wife. 

Next thing, I think the age limit ought to be dropped. I was 18 
when I enlisted, and I think the age limit ought to be dropped, and 
give the men between 18 and 21 the option to come into the armed 
forces for a year of training, or whatever time limit you set anytime 
during this 3-year period. This is based on talking to parents and 
talking to the boys, and I think it would be better for you and 
better for the country if we would drop the age limit. I am not 
ugainst setting 28 years at the top, but I do think the bottom should 
go down and that those boys between 18 and 21, as soon as they come 
out of high school, or the first year in college if you will, and before 
they get adjusted, and before they get jobs, before they are set, before 
they have all this seniority and the rest of it that goes with the set
up today, these boys should be given the right to take training, and if 
necessary to be inducted into the service if they want to. Take any 
one of those 3 years in there up to 21, allow them to make their choice, 
but certainly drop the age hmit and bring these boys in, because, 
as the general said to you, some of the best soldiers you have got are 
down in those age limits, all of us who have children who are now 
in the service were probably of quite young age when we went in. 

The CHAJRMAN. Will the gentleman pardon me there! I do not 
want to limit you on time, b~t there are a~ least 2~ different ~ugg!lS
tions for amendments pendmg before thiS committee on this bill,
and what we are trying to determine here is whether or not these 
selectees that are now in shall be kept in. That is the issue. 

Mr. MUllRAY. A.nd what I am trying to point out to you-
The CHAIRMAN (interposing). We have all these questions to settle 

here hereafter. . . 
Mr. CLAsON. I think the witness should be allowed to finish his 

statement, Mr. Chairman. -
Mr. MURRAY. What I am t~g to.get in fro'}t of you is. that I a!ll 

not asking you to drop one thing- without ~a~ng somethmg put m 
its place. I say to you that I thmk the maJ.ority of the yo1;1ng men 
that I know would be willing if you were. fair and square Wt~h them 
in the A.rmy as you are fair and square With the fellows outSide, you 
would be willing to serve in the A.rmy and would have no trouble 
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with enlistment. I think yo~ would g~t enlistments ... ~ believe that 
under this set-up I am offermg here, 1£ you place 1t II)- effect, Y.OU 
would hardly need selective service at all, except to J.ust classify 
these fellows, so they would know where they ~re. L1ke the. tax
payer if he does not pay his taxes, he knows h1s property Will be 
sold. 'If they do not go in, they will know they will be inducted, 
but I think you will have all the enlistments needed. · . . 
. What I am trying to get in front of you is tl~at what you need JS 
enlisted men to have it so set up that you will have the highest 
morale, and '~hile you are making these changes you will make them 
in an orderly fashwn thus buildmg up a fine young army. 

As far as these boys that are in are concerned, I say kee.r lour 
word to them. If you feel that you want to extend the peno for 
draftees do not make it retroactive. I was sitting back here where 
I could not see your faces, and I do not know who was talking, 
but somebody said you can go ahead and induct immediately sufficient 
men to take the places of the men that are moving out of the service. 
Keep your contract with the boys, just like we have to keep our 
contracts under these various laws that you pass, that are not made 
retroactive. Keep your contract with .those boys. Set this army up 
in the manner in which it should be set up. Allow them to enlist, 
and I think you will get a great number of them. Then make the 
new Selective Service Act correct, not a hodge-podge thing, but 
make it so that it will give the Army the thing it wants, and have 
it so that it moves on from this point. 

I thank you gentlemen. 
· Mr. HARNESS. Just one question, Mr. Chairman. In other words, 
you think that inasmuch as the peril to this country is not any 
greater than it was when this act was ~;>assed, we owe to the men and 
to the parents an obligation to keep fa1th with them and let them ~o 
home after the end of this year's training, but we can now amend the 
~ct so that those. new inductees will understand that they are taken 
m for the duratiOn of whutevet· emergency may develop! That is 
what you want us to understand I . . 

Mr. MURRAY .. Yes, sir. "\yith this added thought: If you do fix 
up the other thmgs, you will have no trouble as to their enlisting. 

Mr. lliRNESs. And your thought about the pay is coming from 
Sou~h Bel!-d, Ind., for example, men working in the St~debaker plant 
makmg h1gh wages--

The CHAIRMAN (interposing). How much¥ 
Mr. HARNESs. Well, I do. not know how much they make--$150 

to $200 a month I . . . 
. Mr. MURRAY .. I would say they wi~ average $150 a month. · 
M~. HARNESS. 1\nd _the ~oy who IS taken away from his job and 

put 1.n the Arm:y 1s d1ssat~sfied because he knows that Qthers of his 
age, Just as quahfi~d to b.e.m. the Army as he is, are making that $150 
a month, wh1le he IS s~I'VIl:lg m the Army at $21 a moJith 1 
,_Mr. MuRRAY. That IS r1ght. · . . 
· Mr. HAI<NESS. Tl!erefo~Ce he is not satisfied with his lot. He feels 
t~at he would be dJSCI'Immated against by the Government if forced 
~1m t? serve ~yond the year, when our country is not an more, 
1mpenled than 1t was when the act was adopted by Con~- . . - , 
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· Mr. 'McimiAY. I would like to make this remark on that, .Mr. 
Chairman. The lady that cleans up our place where we have our 

·offices and rooms was speaking the other day and said: "My nephew 
is workin5-: in Kingsburg"-that is the shell-loading plant in LaPorte 
County- and he made $127.50." My wife says, "Well, my good

•ness, how long does he work~" She said, "Ten hours a day;" "Well, 
·my boy works 14 hours a day." "But," she said, "he is a steam
' fitter. . He is trained." And my wife says, "Yes, so is our boy 
trained and they are college students and they are in the army 
working for $21 a month." Your nephew is loading a shell, or is 

·indirectly responsible for loading a shell that my boy must fire. 
Now1 why should your nephew get $127.50 a week while my boy 
gets l1)5 a week~ . · 

Mr. HARNESS. Mr. Chairman, I have known Mr. Murray for a long 
time, and I know he is reliable, one of our outstanding c1tizens. He 
represents one of the finest groups of people in the country. 

The CHAIRMAN. Nobody is questioning that, Mr. Harness. I 
··would like to get through with the hearing, however. 

Mr. Cx...soN. I would like to know some more about this proposition 
·of yours. You feel that this act should be amended so as to provide 
some financial arrangement which would take care of the inequality 
or injustice which you feel is being perpetrated on these boys that og 
.in the service~ · 

Mr. ·MuRRAY. Yes, sir.· 
· Mr. C'LASON. Now, you would have this money available not only for 
. the inductees but for everybody who is serving in the Army~ . 
· ·Mr. MuRRAY. Yes sir. 

Mr. HARTER. Will the gentleman from Massachusetts permit an 
.interruption~ 

Mr. CLAsON . .-Yes. · 
Mr. HARTER. This sort of a balancing plan, I believe you are familiar 

with itY 
: Mr. CLASON. Yes it is over in the Senate now. If the gentleman 
from Ohio classes the soldiers in that situation, of course, I disagree 
with him. I feel that these boys ought to be treated fairly; that t1icy 
ought to get more money, and I think that the parents have reason in 

·their position. If the gentleman from Ohio does not, of course, he and I 
disagree. 

. Mr. HARTER. We raised their pay, you know, Mr. Clason. . 
Mr. CLAsoN. Well, that is a point. Do you think the soldiers are 

overpaid at the present time Y · 
· Mr. MURRAY.~ think they are underpaid. . 
- Mr. CLAsON. And your 1dea would be _to g.ve them wh~t wo~ld 
·amount to $100 ·a month, in addition to the1r present pay, settmg aside 
that -sum of money to be ·given to them in monthly installments after 

:they left the service~ · 
Mr. MURRAY. Unless they had dependents, a!!? if they hnd depend-

ents, take care of the ·dependents out of the additional pa_Y. . . 
' Mr. 1\fAimN. Is it your idea that that $100 would be m addition to 
·the present pay or would t~at _be the total' . 

Mr. MURRAY. My notes mdicate that I said $40 a month, and tht;n 
·$6o'to be deposited, which would make a total of $100, nnd then thei,r 
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clothing and other things would be in addition, which I think would 
run out to a total of $150 a month. • 

Mr. CLASON. That $40 payment you say will amount to $150 a month 
per man¥ . 
. Mr. MuRRAY. With clothing and everytlnng, yes. 
. Mr. CLAsoN. And so far as inductees are concemed that would be 
$110 a month, and with 600,000 of ~he~ that would be about $66,000,000 
a month, and for 12 months service It would be around $792,000,000 
a year! 

Mr. MuRRAY. Yes, sir. 'd 
. Mr. CLAsoN. And that is in view of the bills which we are consi er-
ing at present around 8 billion, and the one that is coming up a c~uple 
of weeks fro~ now, 8 or 10 billion more, that would be ~omparahvely 
smnll on the most important phase of our Army, would It not i 

Mr. MuRRAY. Mr. Clason, I wil! say this, tim~ if. you do ~ot have 
the soldiers you do not have anythmg. The soldier IS the mau~stay ~f 
it all ;)'et he is the fellow that is down here at the bottom, carrymg ~his 
entii~ load that you are building up and up, and you are even gomg 
so far as to issue bonds which, when he comes out of the service, he 
must help to pay off, pay this terrible cost that has been built up while 
he was at the bottom, the main support of the whole thing, and getting 
nothin~, you might say. · 

Mr. DunnAM. What is the position of your tax association on this¥ 
Mr. MunRAY. Our tax association feels that we want a !!"OOd army . 

.Naturally, these people being property people{ are interested in having 
a good army to defend us. They are wil ing to pay the freight. 
They believe there are billions of dollars tlmt are be!ng spent through
out the United States in the various activities of govemment that 
can be saved, give us better govemment and take care of these boys. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you very much, Mr. Murray. 
Mr. EDMISTON. Just one question, Mr. Chairman. I think you 

have contributed a good many thoughts to the committee although 
I disagree with some of tile th:ngs you have said. Have you visited 
any of the camps that these boys are in i 

Mr. MURRAY. Yes, sir. 
Mr. Eo~ISTON. Did I understand you to say that the morale was 

very low m these camps I Is til at your inlpression from visiting 
tile camps! 

Mr. MURRAY. No .. What I.meant to say was that since this thing 
h.as come up, where It looks hke they are going to be kept add;tional 
tlme, the morale has been lowere?, very materially lowered. I have 
n~w~papers ~ere from ~amJ?s, prmted m the camps, which I will be 
Willing to gtve yo~, which m?Icate that the men m tile camp under
stood they were go~n~ to be dis~arged in .a year, and they are trying 
to say what. they t.lunk about It m their newspaper, hopin~ that 
the paper Will get mto your hands, and maybe you will see 1t and 
understand. 

Mr. E~MIS:ON· Th~re is a regiment of our National Guard at 
F.ort BenJamin HarriSon, and I was out there a few weeks ago and 
VISited .them. I thought the morale was high as high as any group 
of soldiers I had ever seen. ' 

Mr. MURRAY. Well, I am speaking of what is coming home to the 
mothers and fathers when you get t1Iem together. Wliat these boys 
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say when they come home, as to their general attitude. Boldly they 
say this; "If the Government will not keep its word with us, what 
is our word worth~ If great, big men like that won't keep their 
word, why should a boy like me worry~" I think that is a breaking 
down of morale when you hear men talk like that. 

Mr. EDMISTON. I think you have got a very good thought on 
obviating another bonus campaign, but another thought that occurs 
to me is that the bonus came way too late to do us any good. It 
should have come in 1919, when we were discharged. The man ou~ht 
to ha~e haq ~h!l mo~ey when he got out ?f t~e Army. an?- was gomg 
back mto CIVlhan life. In that reorgamzation of his hfe he needs' 
the money then and not 15 years later. 

Mr. MURRAY. May I amplify your remarks by a personal expe
rience¥ When I was discharged from the Marine Corps I had 
only $75. I had a wife and one child, and another one in September. 
That was all I had when I was discharged. Civilian suits were selling 
for $75 each. I wanted to go into selling and I had to dress rather 
well, so if I had paid cash I would have been broke, but I talked to 
the store man about and he says "Keep your money to eat with," 
and I never will forget that. We tried to figure out a menu of things 
so we could stock up and last till my first sale was made and IllY 
first commission came in, and we only had $10 left when we got 
around to thinking about that, and on the way to the store I lost 
the $10. I am just telling you that because when I think of my 
experience coming home from the service it places me in the position 
of saying "Take care of the boy while he IS in the service. Build 
up his morale; Give us a good army, a fine army and they will be 
good citizens after they are discharged." 

. Mr. EollliSTON. $60 bonus would not even buy him a suit of clothes 
in 1919. 

Mr. MuRRAY. That is right. 
Mr. SHORT. I think that, regardless of what p~ovision we might 

make now they will. ask for the bonus and pensiOn later anyway. 
Mr M~TIN. One question Mr. Chairman. Have you any idea 

what" percenta()'e of these draftees .would voluntarily enlist for 
extended servic~ if their pay were adjusted along the hnes that you 
have suggested¥ 

The CHAIIllllAN. I do not know, and I do not know whether the 
witness does or not. . . 

Mr. MURRAY. In talking to the men, abou.t 50 percent seem willing 
to take increased "Ray and stay in the service, and about 50 percent 
of them say "No. . . · f 1 C 

(Mr. Murray submitted the followmg chppmgs rom t 1e amp 
Shelby Reveille :) 

(From the Camp Shelby Revetlle] 

we have been kept somewhat In a dither In reeent weeks by the news 
re orts that emanate from Washington and such places where the powers 
tb~t be bang out. One week, tbe word comes that It's practically In tbe bag 
tbat we will be out of tbe Army In 8 yea~ f wishful tblnklng tbnn the 

· No sooner had we worked up to ~J0 tbar':. '::onunue to impose on Uncle 
man who runs this army recommen Oh well We must 

~=:.b~~"f~~~!~ af:':un't::r :~ t!; :=t~n:::~;. tba't our motber nsed 
to read to us. 
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THAT EXTRA. YEA!\ 

(From the One Hundred and Twenty-fourth Cavalry News, Fort Bliss, Tex.) 

uAll I wont to do ls serve my .year ond get out of the Ar,my." · . f 
A good many of us ore saying that nowadays. It lsn t an odmlsston o 

maladjustment to the Army, It's just o natural statement from a man taken 
out of a good job, separated from fom!jy, friends, and personal freedom and 
placed In military service. 

The CHAIRMAN. Our next witness is Merwin K. Hart of New Yo!k. 
He has asked for 20 minutes. That is all the time we can giv'e 

· you, Mr. Hart. 

STATEMENT OF MERWIN. X. HART, OF NEW YORK· 

. Mr. HART. Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, I have some formal 
remarks which I will file with the committee. 

The CHAIRMAN. They will be printed in the record. 
Mr. HART. And I would like to make a few. comments on that 

statement. · · . 
The CHAIRMAN. Will you tell us who you are and what your busi-

ness is, whom you represent¥ • · . 
· Mr. HART. My name is Merwin K. Hart. I appear as a J>rivate 
citizen at my own expense, incidentally, and on my own time. _I 
will be glad_ to answer any questions. in connection with myself, rf 
you would hke to ask them. . · · 

The CHAIRMAN. You may go ahead. 
Mr. HART. I was in the last war for some 18 months, and am not 

entirely without military experience, though it was not much. 
I ao-ree with a great den! of what the three generals have sai~. 

I realize perfectly that if there is nn emergency as great as IS 
claimed, then we certainly have got to have these ·outfits of ours 
efficient. It may be that the emergency is as great as has been 
stated, though I personally doubt it. If it is as great as is stated, I 
think it is an emergency manufactured in this country and not one 
that is forced on us from abroad. . · 

Since preparing this statement I· have filed, Mr. Chairman, I 
have seen the resolution that I understand was yesterday sent by 
the War Department to the Congress, and I want to say that in the 
form that it now is I am entirely against it. The language declaring 
that a national emergency exists is one that I feel perfectly confident 
would be taken full advantage of by those influential in the admin
!stration who seem bent at nll hazards _on involving this country 
m war. 

I would like to remind the committee of a few of the events of the 
last 2 years. We had our Neutrality Act 2 years ago at this time, 
a!ld th~ r.roposal ';aS put up to the American people that we must 
ud Britam by selhng arms for cash, never nnythino- more and that 
was voted by this Congress. Then it was put up to bus that we must 
aid them more, but "short of war." And we passed onto that sta o-e. 

As is well known, in the political campaign last fall both can:l.i
dates for the Presiden~y made it perfectly clear that we would never 
. send O!Jr b?ys to foreign wars. If anything was made clear in the 
campaign, It was that. 
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- Then the lease-lend bill was brought forward, and about that time 
the phrase "short of war" rassed out of currency and we were then
told that we must give ful aid to Britain, with no reference whai;- · 
ever to "short of war." · 

Then, although nothing that I can find in the lease-lend law 
provides for it, or requires it, we were told that it is not enough to, 
furnish the goods and lay them down on the barrel head or at the 
dock, or wherever you please, but we must deliver them to her, even 
if convoy is required. __ -
_ More recently tl_1e Secreta~'Y of the N av:y has come ou~ openly in 
~avor of a "shootmg war" _m 'the Atlantic, and now this proposal 
Is brought forward,: this resolution, which is in the papers this· 
morning, and which would clearly, it seems to me, take down the· 
bars, following which I have no questions whatever that the ad
ministration , would take :us, further toward war, if not over the· 
b~ink into war.' _ And the nex~ -thing will be that the Congres.• 
will be formally asked, and; with that same statement we alwa;~:s 
have, that it must be done quickly because of the emergency-it will 
he asked· to!luth()rize the_ $ending of ojlr Army· outside the Western 
Hemisphere. . . , , _ 

Mr. CLASON. Will you pause there for a question¥ Would you 
say that the first provision .in this resolution as now introduced giVes 
the President the power to do that if he sees fit? It says "use the land 
al"med forces· ofothe· Regular Army of the United States in the 
national defense." No limitation whatever . 
. Mr. HART. It is not expressly there, Congressman. 

Mr. CLASON. _But it is there by inference. _ 
Mr. HART. I would not be a bit surprised if it was there by infer

ence. Mr. Chairman, it seems· .to me that there can be spelled out 
of the events of the last 18 months to 2 years nothing less than a 
conspiracy on the part of persons influential with the administration 
to drag this country into war. ';Ve have been egged on by theses 
of what I think are deceit, and -those theses are such as I have men-
tioned to you. · -- · · 

Let me say in passing, Mr. Chairman, I do not have exact col!-
fidence in polls. If there had ·been O!llY one poll ~aken of public 
opinion in the United States about thiS_ c~untry gomg to war, and 
if that had shown, even by a·, large _malority, iliat the people w-:re 
opposed to going to war, I do not thmk It would be necessanly 
conclusive but there have been not one poll but many polls. There 
have been 'the Gallup polls-, which have sll?Wn consisto;ntly time after 
time that the people are about 4 to 1 agam~t th~ U~uted States_ get
tino- into the war. The Daily News, operatmg m New York City
incidentally, with the laro-est circulation, I umler;;tan~, o~ al!-~ ne'!s
paper in any town-and I have no contact With It-limiting Its 
poll to the state of New York, reached 174,~00 ~,ersons, more t)1an 
70 percent of whom said_ "No" to the questiOn Shall the Umted 
States enter tile war to hel_p Great. Britain defeat Hitled" 

Now in that area certnmly propaganda has been about as fast 
and ha.'rd as anywhere in the United Stf!tes, and yet only 30 r-:rcent 
of the people are will_ing to see the U mted Stat~ enter the "ar to 
help Britam defeat Hitler. · 
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It has been said by some people-! heard it intimated by SOJ?.e
one before the Senate committee a week ago-last Monday, I t~1_nk 
it was-that many of the people did not kno:w, they we~e not _fam1har 
enoug-h with what was g-oing on. Well, m connectiOn With that, 
the Gallup poll conducted a poll with those listed in Who's Who, 
or a cross section of them, and come to find out, 55 percent of tho~e 
were ag1tinst our going into the war, and· 45 · percent were for It. 
Showino- tlmt even in that selected list, a very large part of whom, 
no doubt, are college professors, most of whom are interested ~n 
om• getting into the war, nevertheless, only 45 percent were for It. 

What would we go to war for~ 11;1r .. Chairman, we ~~:re ~ol~ it 
is because of the menace of totahtarmmsm. Now, totahtar1amsm 
is nothing in the world but the concentration of power in the execu
tive, and with that definition, with which I think no one can quarrel, 
I maintain that we in the United States in the past 8 years have 
built liP one of the most powerful, stron~est totalitarian governments 
there is in the world today, and the clmm that we should go to war 
to defend democracy becomes simply a hollow pretense. 

I might mention, Mr. Chairman, two things that Mr. David Law
rence has called attention to in his recent week's issue. I will just 
enumerate them: 

1. Usurpation of legislative power by F. C. C. over radio stations. 
I need not go further into that. You recall what I referred to. 

The other thing: Danger to private utility industry by national 
policy. 

The CHAIDMAN. He has an article in this week's Star on that sub
ject, and I read it and I agree with everything he said. What is the 
use taking up our time with that i 

Mr. HAIIT. I just called your attention to that. I am not going 
to read them. 

Now, as I said before, we are told that in many of these matters 
that come up there is need for haste. In this case here the message 
of the President, and I think certain other remarks made by Gen
eral Marshall, were to the effect that two-thirds of the members 
of the troops would have to be replaced, and the implication was 
that that would have to be done fairly soon unless this bill were 
immediately passed, and of course, the figures have been published 
since then showing that it will be November before the term of 
service of any of these troops expires, then something less than 
14,000 less than 6,000 in December, and then the number mounts 
through the following winter months. So it would seem certain that 
plenty of time could be taken to discuss the thing thorouuhly in 
the light of the situation today. " 

It seems !o me, Mr. _Chairm~n, .that the whole picture is changed 
by the co'!lmg of Soviet Russm mto the war in the first place, as 
has been hmte~ her~ already, Russia coming in is certainly occupying 
Germany and IS gomg to weaken Germany. 

The CHAIDMAN. As a matter of fact did not Hitler go in to 
Russia instead of Russia coming in! ' 

Mr. liART. Well, I did not mean to imply that Russia was the 
aggressor. 

Mr. SHORT. Your idea, _Mr. Hart, is that they· are growing weaker 
over there as we are growmg stronger over here~ 
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Mr. HART. They are growing weaker as we grow stronger. But 
any situation that would ally this country on the side of Soviet 
Russia would be, in the light of our experience here with the Com
munist activities in the United States, nothing short of grotesque. 
We have had four of five-in fact, I have got s1x investigations here 
listed in the past 20 years, of which the latest is the Dies committee, 
all of them bipartisan, four national and two State, and every one 
of them making a unanimous report finding great activity here on 
the part of representatives of the Soviet Government seeking to 
overthrow the Government of the United States. So that if we were 
going to go into war now on the side of Great Britain we would be 
an all[ of Russia, and I think without doubt the result would be 
that i we won, which we might not do-that is always fossible
we would find ourselves, probably, under the influence o the phi
losophy of communism, as would Britain also, and I think that would 
not be entirely to the dislike of a good many of those who at the 
present time are trying to get us into the war. 

Mr. Chairman, that is the substance of what I want to say. General 
Reckord said the object of the .American Army and preparing our
selves for war was to protect the .American way of life. I believe 
the way to protect the American way of life is to withdraw from 
the constant further penetration into the foreign affairs of other 
nations. 

We hear many stories, much gossip about the extent to which the 
equipment of the United States Government has been sent to other 
countries, notably to Britain. 

The CHAmMAN. Mr. Hart, I do not want to interrupt you, except 
for the fact that are 27 members of this committee and 26 of them 
are opposed to the war, and we have all of those facts, and if you 
would like, we will be glad to print whatever manuscrii?t you have 
in the record, but unless you have something else outside of your 
written document, I suggest that you let that go into the record and 
we willprint it. 

Mr. HART. Mr. Chairman, in view of the lateness of the hour I will 
just stop right here. 

The CHAIRMAN. No; I do not want you to do that, if you have 
something further to present. 

Mr. HART. No; I have concluded what I had to say. I will be 
very glad to answer any questions. 

The CnAmMAN. Are there any questions by the committet; ¥ Th'!nk 
you very mu~h, ~r. Hart. Your statement has been very mterestmg 
and we aprecJUte 1~ • 

(Mr. Hart submitted the followmg paper:) · 

R~liABKS BEFORE HOUSE CoMYITI'EE ON MILITARY AFFAIRS ON THE PRoPOSAL TO 
EXTEND BEYOND ONE YEAR THE PERIOD OF SERVICE OF DBAFIEES AND NATIONAL 

GUARDSMEN 

(By Merwin K. Hart, of New York, appearing as a private citizen, July 25, 1941) 

I am In favor of taking all necessary steps for the defense of our country. 
Hence solely for the purpose of defense, I favor retention In the A~1of f•ose 
men, ~vhether draftees or Notional Guardsmen, whom the respons1 e rmy 
authorities believe absolutely necessar~for :•f;;nsei tement before this committee 

It Is my understanding of General ars a s 8 8 draftees or Notional 
that be favors returning to civil life such of the present 
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Guardsmen as cnn possibly be spared. And I believe, because of What I consider 
to be the state of pubJic opinion, that in line with the .above thought, as many_ as 
po:;;slble should be returned. . 

'The Army Is np against n difficult problem, In new _of the Implied, If not: 
express(d promise to the men that the period of servtce was to be 1 yea_r. 
But even this promise must yield t~ the necessities of nationa_l defense. . 

But 1 nm wholly opposed to any action by this Congress wtth respect to _this 
matter that will encourage the administration to get us into war. I believe, 
thl"refore,. that whnte\·er the form Of bill or resolution to be adopted by this 
Uougress uuthorizlng the retention of these men, or some of them, beyon_d 1 · 
:rear it should contain a clenr statement that none of the troops of the Umted 
~Hut~s shall for any purpose he sent outside the \Vestern Hemisphere unless nod 
until th!H Congress lms declared war. . 

I m·;.!:e this pro\·ision because I be1ieve that _unless _the ~ongress speaks -m 
unmistnkable terms, the war party in the admmlstratlon wtll take adrantnge 
ot the uct or resolution und construe it in such a way as _to inch this country 
e\'('fl further, und possibly over the brink, into war. 

The existing prorisions of Jaw 1imlting the service of draftees and National 
Gunrdsmen to 1 year unless Congress <lecture "that the national_ interest is' 
imperiled" was included presumably bt>eause wit boot that provision Congress· 
would have refused to pass t11e bill. This was a piece of deceit toward the 
people. And this Is only one of many pieces of deceit of which the war party 
hns been gullty, and by which members of this Congress have undoubtedly been 
misled. 

The people are overwhelmingly for national defense. This Congress has 
appropriated many billions of dollars for the purpose of national defense. -But . 
if the polls. national and otherwise, which have been tnl<en since the war brol<e 
out, now nearly 2 years ago, mean anything, the people remain overwhelmingly 
OJlposed to our country entering the war. 

All nu~mbers of this committee are fnmiUar with these polls, 'vhich show the 
American people as opposed to entrance into the war, by anywhere from 2 to , 
1 to 9 to 1. The most recent poll by a committee of educators and others, 
headPd by President Hutchins of the University of Chicago, showed the people 
stnndinJ: 4 to 1 in opposition. 

'l'he poll of the Dail)" News of New York City, puhHshcd in its issue of .July 1 

15, shows that of more than 174,000 }Jersons polled within the State of New 
York, more than 70 percent said "No" in answer to the ctuestion, "Shall tl1e · 
United States enter the war to help Britain defeat Hitler?'' rl'his from New 
York, perhaps the greatest hotbed of war propaganda in the United States, cer
tainly should gi\'e us pause. Is Congress going to let this country be dragged 
into Europe's wur in the face of such e\·idence? 

'!'his hill of necessity ruises vitnl questions, including ewm the question of the 
continued existence of our present form of government. Spokesmen for the 
ndmin~stl'8tion say the people of the United States are threatened by totali- . 
turiumsm, the threats hemg represented b~· Germany and her allies. I am, and 
nlwnys ~u,·e been, utterly opposed to the totalitarianism of Germany. nut 
totalitannnism Is merely the concentration of power in the executive. It stands 
in contrnst to the distribution of }lOwer laid down by the Federal Constitution 
between the Jpglsluth·e, the executh·e, and the judicial branches. 

And while the administration and its spokesmen have preached constantly 
of deruocrucy, t~e administration has actually been building up a totalitarianism 
here in the UDitffi States. The Presidt:>ut really admitted this when be said 
in his mes..•,nge to the Congress ns far baek as Janunry 3, 1936: 

'Thpy realize (he wus appnrPntly speaking of ·the bus.n('SS leaders of the 
country) that in 34 months we have built up new Instruments of public power. 
In the hnnds of a pe~lple's government this power is wholesome and proper. 
But ~n the hnnd of pohticnl puppets of an economic autocrncy such power would 
pro\"Hie shuckles for the liberties of the people." 

In my oplni?,n• and that of a multitude of people, this administration bas, 
through these new instruments of public power," prol"ided. the very "sbackels 
for the liberties of the people" that the President said would result if these 
powers were in other hands. 

No better illustration of this can be mentioned than the recent case of one 
Doyle, ~ho, becam~e he favored a resolution to lnvest:gnte Communist activities 
in the National 1\Iaritlme Union, was fired out of his union, thereby losing his · 
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job with his employer, which happened to be the GovernmPnt of the United 
Stn.tes. For it appears there was un agreement of some sort (said to be 
enhrely unlawful) between the National :Maritime Union nnd this particular 
_part of the Government, thnt the Government would hire none but members of 
the National Maritime Union . 

. We have come a long way toward totalitarianism since M1·. Roosevelt uttered 
hiS ·words of January 1936. And it is chnructeristic thut much of this bas 
been done furtively. It bas been slipped over on us, us it were. This bus 
happened again and again. Some such o.ttemptK have been lllilde and frus
trated because the plans leaked out and became public. But much new law 
of a tyrannical kind has been put through. \Vithin r£>Cent weeks, by a short 
amendment so pbrutied tllat it wus not UJulerstnndnhle by the geiwral pnbllc 
and whose true meaning, I am advised, was not nuder~tood by mo~t member~ 
of the Congr~ss, additional powers were granted by thiN Congress to the 
Government wtth respect to agrieultnre, ns a result of wh:cb agriculture, the 
hll'A"est single industry in the nation, wiJl be brought under complPte government 
eontroJ. 

I believe, and I understand many others believe, that there is not the remotest 
ehnnce that this control will be abandoned after the wur. 

There is only one inference to draw from the events of recent years, munely, 
that there exists among those most powerful with the administration, a eona 
spirncy to do away with the Amerk'lm form of government and to set up 
a totnlitariauism form in its stead. In the light of this, the Incessunt preocha 
ments about Uemocracy are the hollowest sham. 

And, just as I believe there is a conspiracy to take us over into a totalitarian 
form of government, so like-wise I belie\•e there is n conHpiracy to get us 
into this war. I am forced tfl the couclmdon that our entruuce into the 
.war is, in the minds of those in the ndministrat:on who are molding the 
policy, sPeondary to the objective of setting up a totalitnrian government of 
their own brand. The war powers of the Constitution, so engPrly invoked by 
these men, nre welcome to thPm who in the name of dl•mocrncy are converting 
thi.s country to n desvot"sm. 

1 note the fen~rish effort to extl".nd Guven1ment control over the JWople. 
'fhiR control is being~ extended nt the instnnce of men who nre suprt~mely 
('ontiUent they knO'\Y what is good for the people hl•tter than the people them· 
s< lYes. To borrow a phmse fr(Jm this very group, thPy no dunbt c>ons:ider 
the people are "too dnmn dumb'' to understand whnt iR good for thPm. Perhu~ 
this eagerness to rnsh ps into rigid controls Is merely a childish dt>slre to set 
up in America bigger and better fetters thnn those employed In Britain herHelt. 
But, more 1ikely, it is part of the concertt-td mo\·ement de..,.lgnt>d nod curried out 
by these men for the purpose of sernriug control over the people, utterly 
C'ontrnry to the spirit, if not the lettf'r, of the Constitution. 

ThPse considerlltions were deserving of serious thought by the American 
people nnd by this Congress down to .June 21, 1941, on wh:ch dute Gt>rmnny 
suddenly attacked ltu:;;sin. Imme(]Intely i\Ir. Winston Churchill nnnmmc·ed thnt 
Britain would extend all aid to Rns. ... in. Presidont Hoosevelt IJUH Rince an· 
nounced thnt in effect we would do JikewlsP. 

Now, therefore, since we have announced that the purpose of nld to Britain 
is to df'stroy the totalitarinn mennce in Europe, we would, if we n<·tnnlly 
bac·ked SoviCt Russin, cmn·ict ourseh·es of one of the- grpatest shtpiclltles of 
nil history. For if anything has ht>en demonstrnted in recent yf'ars, It is the 
fact that Sovi<•t Rtt&'ilia, utterly contrnL·y to hPr treaty PngngPment of 1033, 
has been plotting to overthrow the Go\·ei'IlmP.nt of the United StntPs, if DPC'esAAry 
by force. 

\Vhile Germnnv is snspeeted, through the rather stupidly <'onclud('d Gf'rmnn 
Bnnd nnd tbrotigh her consular ngent._'\, to hnvP stirrPd up lnt<>rest in the 
UnitPcl Rtntes in the cnust~ of the Xnzis, yPt, compa1·ed with Ru:;slan n<·tlvitles 
ovPr n period of mnny yf'm·s, anything that the Germans have attPmpted
certninly anything they hnve accomplishNl-in the United Rtntes f1ules into 
lnsignlfien nc~. 
The~e Rn~sinn n<'tivitiM; hn~e b£>Pn the ~nhjPC't of mnny lPgisluttvf' tnvP.stigna 

tlons, inclmllng that of the 0\"Prmun ('omm:tt<>f' of th£> RPnntro of th<' Unitf'<l 
Stntt•s in 1919 ;- thc> T .. usk committee of th<> New York Stnte I.,Pgisluture in 1919 
and 1920; th£> Fi~h committee of the HouSf' of RC'presentnti'feS in l!l::\0; the 
M<>Connlck committee of the Honse in 19::\-!; nml, more l'£>C£>ntly, thP DiPs 

01230-41--U 
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committee Each of these committees was bipartisan. Each of them made 
a unnnlm~us report, and each of them found the facts to be precisely the 
same-namely, that the Communist Party of the United States, acting under 
direct Instructions from the Communist Internatlonnle at Moscow, and snp. 
ported by that latter organization, has continuously exerted Itself to the over
throwing of t11e Government of the United States by force and violence 
(or, more speclftcnl1y, by the use of the general strike nnd armed uprising
see the Communist Internutlonale of February I, 1934, p. 87), In violation of 
the penni lnws thereof and of the rule of comity between supposedly friendly 
natlom~. That, in furtherance of that program Its agents have penetrattld 
our public school systems, as revealed by the findings of the Rapp.Coudert 
committee of New York; Into mnny of our churches, as revealed by the reports 
of the committees mentioned; nud into our various lnbor organization~. Nonr 
of this Is hea1·sny. All of It hns been proved beyond reasonable doubt by 
documentary evidence. · 
' From this thoroughly estnbltftlted re('(H'd, 1t must be apparent to anyone that 

the propo<ed policy of the a<lmlnlstratlon, In giving aid nnd comfort to the 
Soviet Union. Is a policy which gives aid and comfort to an actual enemy of 
the United Stntes and as such makes all the clnhns of dofense of democrncy 
an utter sham. 

In sum, tllen, nntiount defense being the grente~t need of the day, for the 
sole purp0se of nntlonnl defense the period of service of draftees and gunrdsmen 
should be extended, with such proper classes of exceptions ns General Marshall 
and the appropriate committees of Congress may agt·ee upon. 

But, in my opinion, our national existence Is threatened not only by forces 
from overseas. but from within. The Hou<e of Representatives has told what 
It thought of Communist activities In the United Stntes by Its constant 
majorities In favor of n eontinuance of the nctiylties of the Dies committee. I 
tnke It that the Senate would not grontly differ from the views of the House. 
I believe, If this country should now ally Itself with Soviet Russia, that when 
the war ended, even if Brltnin, Russin, nml the United States shoulll win. WEl! 
would find both Britain nnd the United States dominated by Marxism. Com
munism would have conquered the world, e\·en sooner than it expected:-- I have 
little confidence in the thought, uttered by Winston Churchtll and by some in 
the United States, that we can be for Ru~sln but against communism. 
Communist influence with someone In the udmiutstrntion Is today s-o strong that 
the Seaman Doyle, of whom I spoke before, was di~charged by the Government 
because n Communist-controlled union threw him out. Can tt be supposed thut 
communism's influence In the United States would be any less after we nnd 
Soviet Russia bud as allles fought a successful war? 

. In my opinion, the key to the sltuntlou is for Congress to renew its complete 
control of the power to declare war. iucludlng in that Ute power to commit this 
nation to pollcles that nre certnin, or eYen likely, to tm~olve us in war. For, 
if the power to declnre wnr menus anything, it ln<>llltlt"S the power to prevent 
our getting into war. If there exists a htntus between the t;;ole power of Congress 
to declare war, and the sole power of the President to be Commnndet·-in-ChiPf, 
that twilight zone should be mu1l'r t11e <>ontrol of Congress rather than the 
President. 

Partly, to that end, I urge the Congress, in ll'gislatlng to permit the retention 
of_ men really neNlerl for our defense, to Rtate clf.>nrly that no American troop.~:J 
wtll be sent overseas. This would but put into lnw the promise mnrle by the 
President to the people when he was n candidate for reelection last fall. ~ 

The people, through many unofflclnl polls. have umuistnlmbly said they are 
opposed to our country entering the war. It is the duty of this Congress~ if it 
does not accept the b·end of these polls, to poll the people ofticlally 'itself 
before It permits this country to lnvoh·ement in this war 

Con you gentlemen, who believe in democracy, do anytillng else? 

The CHAIRMAN. Mr. Thomas J. Reardon, of Hartford, Conn., wishes 
to make a statement. Have you a written document you would like 
to file, Mr. Reardon 1 
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STATEMENT OF THOMAS J'. REARDON, UNITED STATES CONSTITU· 
TION DEFENSE FOUNDATION, HARTFORD, CONN. 

Mr. REARDON. I have some figures here that I would like to give the 
committee that I picked up as the generals from the army testified. I 
think they are important. 

The CHAIRMAN. Very well. We will give you a few minutes. It is 
very lute. 

Mr. REARDON. I realize that, but the time was given and I respect 
the knowledge of the men who know how to conduct war as an army. 
Now, I want to give you the figures so you will understand those 
figures: 

Amount as of July 25, 1940, on hand: Army, none at all, to speak of. 
That was the date m 1940 that we were talking of an army that we 
needed. Now, the condition and emergency that existed at that time 
left us without any of the men that we have acquired in the past 
year under the act we passed at that time. So that as of July 25, 
1941, we have -improved that situation very much. By July 2, 1942, 
we will have improved it considerably more, because we will have 
those that we let out at the end of the year's service in reserve, and 
we will have followed through with supplies, and you have your 
300,000 uncalled for. 

So in the mathematical figures that are furnished to you by the 
Army there is no discrepancy in the necessary men, but the 
discrepancy is in the shortage of material on that side of the ledger. 

The CHAIRMAN. You mean fighting equipment, munitions and things 
of that kind 1 

Mr. REARDON. That is admitted, that the production of arms has 
not been equal to the men that you have called to arms. In the mean
time, the figures that were furnished you by those men, an analysis 
of that, and a keen analysis of the facts and the figures before you, 
will give you this answer: There is no need of any additional time 
bein~ taken from the men who are to leave at the end of their year's 
serviCe, because they came in at periods and they leave at periods and 
in amount and in number that, when you examine it, all dovetails in 
together. 

· Now, one point that General Hershey made, I believe-he spent some 
little time reading about the act that we passed a year ago, and he 
explained the law of the act. Now, here is the point in this whole 
act that brings up a questioD: ~hat has not b~en answered, and it. is 
a question of the duty of a citizen of the Umt~d Stutes of Am.enca 
to his country. It is under that duty and that Is the only alleg~ance 
that you are demanding his service, and you demand tha~ he serve 
a year, and you said it would be that unless th~ emer~ency mCI·eased, 
or the peril. The danger was accepted at that time Without any back
wound that you have acquired in the year, and the danger has not 
mcreased and you certainly have further implemented your defense, 
as far ~ your men go, and you have not equaled it with your 
equipment. . h 1 • 

Now, the point that is important ~II through ~h~s w o e matter ~s 
the procedure of Con~ress in suspendmg. the proVISions o~ the Consh
tutioii,: and by so domg you have legalized the unconstitutional !lse 
of the men and material of our country, because on page 3, article 
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III section E you say "The Western Hemisphere." Now, you get into 
the' <J.UCstion ~f the legality of the use of our troops. The Western 
Hemisphere was included in that paragraph1 based on the theory tl.Iat 
the Monroe Doctrine was a law of the land. The Monroe Doctr!ne 
is no more a law of this Government to be respected than the th~rd 
term was a law of this land for us to respect in the last convention 
and election. . . 

To properly impleme1it that statement, and just as General Dav1s 
.covered it very thoroughly in his prepared statement, I enter f?r Y?U, 
.and I will only read part of it to you and leave the rest of 1t with 
the clerk-the founders of our Government were familiar with the 
history of the struggle for liberty and they made secure in a. written 
. constitution every right which the people had wrested from power 
during a contest of ages. Those great and good men foresaw that 
troublous times would arise and that the principles of constitutional 
liberty would be in peril unless established by irrepealable law. · 

The Constitution of the United States is a law for rulers ami 
.}Jeople, equally in war and in peace, and covel'S with t.he shield of its 
:protection all cluS&lS of men at all times nnd under .all circumstances 
No doctrine involving more pernicious consequences was ever invented 
· Ly the wit of man than that any of its provisions can be suspended 
during any of the great exigencies of government. Such a doctrine 
.leads 'directly to anarchy or despotism. Wicked men, ambitious elf 
power, with hat.red of liberty and contempt of law, may .fill the place 
once occupied by Washington and Lincoln. Our fatliers knew that 
unlimited power was especially hazardous to :free men. 

That is a citation from Justice David Davis of the United State.o; 
Supreme Court. That explains the wording and intent of the Con
-stitution. The implementing of that Constitution and the things 
that we have tnken advantage of with that implementation shows 

. the wisdom of our forefathers. They foresaw the condition we are 
in .to?ay, and if we .speak of our. way of life, then we come to. the 

'.prmmples that they mvolve. Arttcle V of the Constitution provides 
J?~ depart!lre from our. \yay of life. It is the process of adding addi-. 
t10nal t.el'ritory or ndd1t1</nal flngs as an obli~ation of the citizens of 
the Umted States, and you know Congress hns provided in that man· 
ner, and then Congress hns legalized the unconstitutional use when 
you say, in fa~t, you are going to. use it to defend countries 'in the 
West~rn Hemlspl.Jere, a_nd there IS 1~ot a cot~ntry in the 'V estern 

· Hemisphere that IS quahfied to or obliged to g1ve you that in return. 
On the 4th day of July of each year we celebrate the Declaration 

of Independence. Tl~ere are those among us today who would havt> 
us ~eclare !1- Decl~ration ?f Independence to support and implement 
the~r doctrme of mternat10n~l defe~se. We have national unity for 

.. ,natiOnal defense. The doctrme of mternational defense has created 
. the controvel'S:l;' ~nd confusion tl~at is in this country of ours today. 
Our duty as Citizens of the Umted States is to defend the United 

·.States and its Territorial possessions. This does not allow the defense 
of any other country, its possessions ·or its flag. ·. . 

The CHAm~AN. Thank you, sir. The ·Committee will meet next 
_Monday mornmg at 10:30 for the purpose of disposing of this matter. 
. ·(Whereupon, at. 1:45 p. m., the Committee adjoumed until 10:30 
a, m .. Monday, July 28, 1941.) . .. . . . _ . ... . .. · 



PROVIDING FOR THE NATIONAL DEFENSE BY REMOV· 
lNG RESTRICTIONS ON NUMBERS AND LENGTH OF 
SERVICE OF DRAFTEES 

MONDAY, JULY 28, 1941 

HouSE ou REPRESENTATIVEs, 
Co~rMrrrEE oN MILITARY A.FFAms, 

w (Jjjftifngto-n, [). (], 
: T~e.committee met at 10:30 a.m., Hon. Andrew J. May (chairman) 
pres1du~g. · · · 

The CHAIRMAN. The committee will be in order. 
· The Chair would like to make a statement to the ladies who hnYe 

come here this· momin~ for the purpose of being heard on this legis
lation that the comm1ttee is extremely rushed for time. We have 
more than we can do in the time within which we have to do it, and 
this is very urgent legislation. 

I have been submitted a list of seven names of ladies representing 
various committees and organizations throughout the country and 
the committee has consented to hear either one lady· who will repre
sent all in the group, or some four or five ladies a lesser time to 
discuss the bill. 

I have on this list Miss Cathrine Curtis, national chairman of 
the Woman's National Committee to Keep the United States· Out 
of War and of the Mothers' National Executive Committee, of New 
York City. 

Also Mrs. Rosa M. Farber, acting national chairman of the Mothers 
of the United States of America·, Detroit, Mich. · 

Mrs. Ethel Groen, president of the Mothers of Sons Forum of 
Cincinnati, Ohio, and others. 
· The Chait· would like very much to have you ladies, if you have 
written statements, submit those statements for printing in the recard. 

How many of you have written statements¥ All of you who have 
statements wi·itten will you please. stand 1 Eight. . 
. I thilik probably the best way IS to have the statements subm1tted 
so they can be printed in the 1-eco_rd and they ":ill appear as Y?Ur 
testimony given before the C?mm1ttee. Tl_1nt wdl save your b~e 
and save the tilne of the comnnttee, because If you start out to testify 
and read your statements it will consume 2 or 3 hours of our time 
and we just do not have that time. . 

Will that ineet with your approval¥ . 
Mrs. FARBER. It is not satisfactory, as far as I a~n concern~, be

cause I made a long trip here and I want to acquamt you w1th. the 
fact that all·of these people 1-epresent boys who by wnr regulations 
are not permitted to speak for themselves. 

The CHAIR~IAN. We all know that. 
129 
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Mrs. FARBER. We represent those boys who have I~ot been heard. 
You have perhaps heat·d some people, al!d we wo:mld hke .the cour~esy 
that is accorded everyone else before this committee, whiCh I believe 
a gentleman from Kentucky will not deny t? a lady. . . 

The CHAmMAN. Just a moment. There IS not a ?omm!ttee 1n the 
Congress but what has a very large percentage of 1ts. prmted hear
inb'B made up of written statements that are handed m and made a 
part of the record in order to save the time of the committe~. And 
there are 435 Members of the House waiting for this legislation and 
we have got to get it out. . . 

Mr. SHORT. I wonder if we cannot hear them all if they Will 
finish by 12. . 

The CHAIRMAN. No. I will recognize Miss Cathrine Curt1s for 5 
minutes. You may be seated, if you wish, Miss Curtis. 

Miss Cmms. I have a prepared statement which is a do~mnent of 
some length. I have only come here from New York C1ty so my 
trip is not so far. However these other people have come from 
Cincinnati, Detroit, and other distant points. 

The CHAIRMAN, Who do you represent1 . 
Miss CURTIS. I am speaking officially for the Woman's Natwnal 

Committee to Keep the United States Out of War and for the 
Mothers National Executive Committee. 

The CHAIRMAN. Of 535 Fifth Avenue, New York~ 
Miss CuRTIS. Yes. 
The CHAIIUrAN. You have a statement in writing~ 

. Miss CuRTIS. Yes. may I finish my preliminary statement first~ 
· The CHAIRMAN. Welll you may finish but do not speak for the 
others; speak for yourse f. 

Miss CURTIS. I am perfectly willing to file my statement with the 
committee . 
. I would like to use a part of the 5 minutes you have given me to 
tell you that you lmve given ample time to the military; they have 
not been limited to any 5 minutes or to any 15 minutes or any half 
llour. They bave come before you and said what they wanted to 
say without any hesitation or limitation as to time. I want to tell 
you that 'it is the public tbat supplies the Army and pays :for the 
maintenance of that Army and the maintenance of the Government. 
I think you are doing the people of this country a "'rent injustice if 
you do not gi.ve them ample opportunity. to be hea~d, as much time 
as you have given the members of the military staff. 

The Cn.unrAN. Now, Miss Curtis--
Miss CURTIS (interposing). Just a minute. I have not finished. 
The CnArn~rAN. Well just a moment, Miss Cmtis. 
Miss Cun:rrs. I have not finished with this statement. I want to 

complete this .statement and then I am through. 
·· I do not tbmk the men on this committee realize the conditions as 
they exist in the camps throughout this country. The mothers and 
fath~rs of these h?ys are in position-and one father is here today
to g~ve the commit.tee ~orne val!mble information and you ought not 
to shut them <?If With JUs.t a prmted statement, because possibly they 
have not put m these prmted statements much of the material than 
you ought to know about. 
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I am not going to say anything more, Mr. Chairman. I am going 
to file my statement and give the balance of my time to other people 
a.nd to. urge you, Mr. Chairman, that you ~ive them the same con~ 
Slderatwn and the same opportunity to vmce their opposition that 
you have given the military to voice their endorsement. 

Mr. SHAFER. I want to know if you will include in your testimony 
the name of Mr. Clark who represented some organization in favor of 
the resolution. 

Mr. THOMASON. And there were others representing fathers and 
mothers of the selectees who came here and testified at great length 
and voiced their opposition without interruption, I should say, for 
an hour or more. 

Mr. SHORT. They were not given the full time-
Mr. SHAFER. And are you going to include them in your list¥ 
Miss CURTIS. No; we are not including him, because we have noth

.ing to do with the organization that he represents.· 
_ Mr. SnoRT. Whv not give her time to present her statement~ 

The CHAIRnrAN. ·I am simply trying to save time. 
Mr. SHORT. I would like the record to show that time has not 

been given to members of some of these organizations. 
· The CHAIRMAN. If the gentleman had been present at the hearings 

all the time, he would understand that they have. 
- Mr. SHORT. I was here with the exception of 1 day, and I read every 
word of the testimony on General Marshall given at that time. 

Miss CuRTIS. May I say, Mr. Chairman, that the public is not 
informed that hearings have been going on; the newspapers have 
carried practically no information about it. 

The CHAIRMAN. Miss Curtis, I announced on the floor of the 
House that hearings were to stnrt and expressed the wish that the 
public be informed, and that they appear and express their opinion. 
One gentleman appeared and made a speech on foreign affairs. 

Miss CURTIS. :Mr. Chairman, I am sure you realize that making a. 
statement on the floor of the House does not mean the public will 
be informed of it or the newspapers will carry it. 

The CHAIR~IAN. They usunlly do carry such information. 
Mr. SHORT. Mr. Chairman, I wonder if it would not meet with 

the approval of the committee to go ahead until, say, 12 o'clock. 
Mr. SHAFER. I do not understand the rush in getting this out; we 

have the tax bill first. 
The CHArn~rAN. You wish to-file your statement! 
Miss CURTis. Yes. My statement follows: . . . 
Mr. Chairman and members of the House Milit!'~ ~ffa.Irs Com

mittee, my name is Cathrine Curtis. My address ~s a3a FI!th Ave
nue New York City. I am speakinl! today as national chairman of 
the 'women's National Committee to Ke_ep U.S. Out of W:tr ~nd of 
the Mother's N a tiona! Executive Committee .. These orJ!amzatwns-
through direct membership and that of affiliated groups-rep~sent 
several million women in this country. .These women are VItally 
interested in keeping our country out of tlus present Europe!l? wad 
keeping it free of all European entanglements, power. po.htJcs, an 
· t · These women want to preserve our constitutional . rep
~~s:~~ive form of government, which is ou~ weates~ heritage 
handed down to us by the founding fathers of tins Repubhc. 
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Our membership includes women in all walks of life and comes 
mostly from that ~eat middle clnss, which constitutes the bnckbone 
of our nation. . , 

The Women's Nottionul Committee to Keep 'I he U.S. Out of 'Var 
was formed in 1939 and is a revivnl of that fnmm~s group of women 
who led the fil!ht against tl~e Supreme Qourt paclrmg plnn under the 
name of t\1e Women's Natwna1 Committee for Hands Off th~ Su
preme Court, ~hich wns formed early in1937. I served as chamnan 
of that committee. · 

It is a great privilege nnd honor fo1• me to be able to speak 
in behal£ of those hundreds of thousands of women who are unnble 
to come to Wnshington a~ thi~ time, but who ar~ wor~ied and· almo~t 
beside themselves 111 tl1e1r distress over what IS gomg on here m 
Washington, what is being done to our country, to our peoplet and 
what you men are apparently planning to do to our boys who believed 
they were going to camp for only 1 year and to. s,ee service only 
in defense of these United States of America and m the 'Vestern 
Hemisphere. . 

I have testified before many committees on Capitol Hill, alwa~s 
in an effort to present Members of .Congress the viewpoint of Amen
can women. For many years my work nnd activities have been in 
connection with women's organizations; I do a great deaL of speak
ing at women's conventions-both national, State, and local. I re
ceive a tremendous mail from women in all parts of the country, and 
I can tell you gentlemen their present state of minds is far from 
tern perate. 

During the last 10 years much of my effort has been expended in 
the defense of American trndit.ions-representat!ive constitutional 
govemment and the free-enterprise system in which our women have 
such a tremendous stake. 

It is not surprising that much o:f my time is spent in defense of 
American traditions; that is a natural heritage. My ancestors helped 
found this· country. I intend to do al1 I can to preserve it. They 
fled Eng!and because of her perpetual wars, oppressive government, 
and contmual poverty. 

They came to this country seeking liberty and independence; and 
they fought in the wars of the Revolution and of 1812 to free this 
country for all time from the domination of English rule. 

My great-greatgrandfather, Eliphalet Curtis, o1·ga.nized the first 
group of men to go from Connecticut into Massachusetts to fi"ht in 
the ~ ar of the Rev~lution in 1776. There were many oth~rs on 
both sides of my family who did equally outstanding service in those 
wars-and many who gave their lives in bnttle. 

They gave their alf to free this country from English rule. I 
intend to do all I can to keep it free of English rule. 
· It seems to me most unfortunate that representatives of the public 
h~~;ve not had the opportunity of presenting their views to this com
ID!t~ee, at least acco~ded equal opportunity and time as that given the 
military. It also IS unfortunate that countless people thrOJWhout 
~h~ len!lth an~ breadt!I of this land-whose sole interest at the mgment 
1s Ill this partiCular l,)]ece of draft legislation-do not even know there 
have been open hearmgs held by this committee because of the appnr-
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ent silence of the press on this matter, both in metropolitan dailies 
and in smaller local .Papers. 

Surely these families who provide the manpower for the Army and 
the money to pay for and support government.,-not only the less than 
a dol_lar-a-day stipend~ for the men in camp but the more munificent 
salaries for those workmg on the so-called lend-lease program-surely 
~hey are entitled to consideration; surely their views are quite as 

·Important at this time as those of the military. 
· First of all, I am astounded that this Military Affairs Committee 
of the House is even seriously considering legislation which is sup
posedly for the purpose of increasing the size of our Army. This is 
tl~e committee that spent months in a secret investigation of the con
dition of our nationnl-defense program and just 1 month ago today 
released to the public an amazing statement of the deplorable lack of 
defence the committee had uncovered. 
. What little your committee did reveal in that public report was 
amazing. But what of the added information which you apparently 
did not release? What of the shortage of primary equipment, such 
as. rifles and ammunition, clothing, blankets, housmg facilities, hos
pital facilities, tanks, antiaircraft and antitank ~uns, of which you 
unquestionably learned during the course of that mvestigation? Are 
we supposed to believe that all of those shortages have been corrected 
within the short l)eriod of 30 days 1 

It is evident thrs committee obtained enough evidence in the course 
.of that secret investigation to cause it to devote its time to an investi
gation of the apparent inefficiency or lack of ability on the part of 
the General Staff and others in charge of the defense program-in 
place of considering legislation to provide more men-when you know 
the Army hasn't even enough equipment with which t{) train the men 
now in service. 

Tlus legislation is termed "emer·gency" legislntion. Again your 
committee knows-or you should know-tl1ere is nothing in the way 
of an emergency about it. Consider the words {)f Congressman 
'Voodrmu, cliairman of the House Approprintions Committee, spoken 
{)n the floor of the House last Thursday when it was considering the 
first supplementalnat.ior~al defen.se. appropriation bill for ?-942. 

Here rs what he smd m explnnnng ro the House why lis Members 
should vote an additional $7,000,000,000 for the At·my: 

· • • - • For Instance, w~ hnYe in this bill funds for critical Items for nn Army 
of 3,000.000 men. Om· present enlisted strength-<>u nt least thnt which the 
bill contemplates, is 1,727,000. We bnve In Ibis bill essential Items for that 
size army. In addition, we have critical items. that is, necess.:~ry lh'ms wbicb 
cannot be purchased quicltly but which have to be projPCted mto the future. 
tot· nn army of 3,000,000 men. 

An examination of the pages of the Congressional Record for last 
Thursday reveals considerable discussion about the new offices to be 
constructed for the Army in Virginia-;-but. did anym~e as~ who has 
authorized an army of 3,000,000 men m tins country. Drd anyone 
ask where those 3,000,000 men are to be used l . . . 

It is apparent this talk about an emergen~y m connectiOn WJ~h 
consideration of this .bill is {)Illy window-dressmg stnged. by th~ m 
power to fool tl1e public and to fool tl1e boys who are bemg asked to 
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remain indefinitely in the service for unknown reaso~s and <_>bie?tives. 
It is claimed this legislation to hold these men m service mdefi

nitely is necessary to prevent complete break-down of the Army-~hnt, 
unless it is passed ~t once...--it will be .':lecessary to stop our garl'lsons 
in outlying possessiOns such as Ha wan and Ala~ka. . . 

I listened to every word. of Genera! Marshalls te~t1mony-and lil 
addition-rend the transcript. I admit that-for a time-I was con
vinced unless this draft legislation was rushed through-our Army· 
would be torn asunder. di' d 

However, upon further investigation, the facts that I learned 
not support these statements. 

For instance, I find we now have on duty with the Army 1,540,~51 
men-but only 19,327 draftees are due to be released from serviCe 
between now und January 1, 1942. In fact, none of these ~ill be 
eligible to be released froni service before November 18 of tins year. 
That is 14 weeks away. Can it· be possible the release of 19,000 men 
between now and the end of the year will disrupt the Army 1 . 

The Chief of Staff's testimony stressed imperative need for haVIng 
.this legislation passed by August 1 because of the problem of the 
release of draftees stationed in Alaska and Hawaii. 

The fact is that only about 5,000 draftees are stationed at those 
two points. 

Undoubtedl:y, it will now be claimed that we cannot spare men 
from those pomts because of the present situation in the Pacific. 

The news of the last few days is no surp1·ise to me, gentlemen. 
During last April, when I was on the west coast, I learned from the 
representative of a neutl·al country friendly with and close to Great 
Britain, that peace negotiations between Britain and Germany had 
been in progress since the end of February. 

These peace negotiations were claimed to be founded upon trade 
agreements between England and Germany whereby they would di
vide Latin American business between them. 

This, of course, sounded like that famous Dusseldorf conference 
which was suspended, not terminated, in March of 1939. 

That was a conference between representatives of England and 
Germany at which they were planning the use of Enalish money to 
subsidize German world trade against all other counh·ies, including 
the<e United States. 

My e!lquir:y as to what the position of this country would be. in 
connectiOn With any such peace terms brouaht forth the informatiOn 
that it was the plan to involve us in war ;ith Japan and-while we 
were busy in the Pacific-England and Germany would take over 
Latin American trade. 

Can it be that the present situation in the Orient indicates the 
possibility of an early armistice in Europe~ · 

And if ~hat plot should eventually develop-how can you gentlemen 
expect th1s country to fil(ht a war in the Pacific and at the snme time 
protect our La~i!l American good-neighbor trade when we have given 
most of our m1htary equipment and our ships to England and other 
foreign countries~ 

I have not come before you today with any intention of opposing 
the dev~lopment of an adequate, well-organized, well-equipped, and 
modermzed army for the defense of these United States of America. 
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'The American 'people wan~and are entitled to-the finest most 
efficient military establishment that the inventive genius, oraani~atiori, 
and resources of this country can provide. 

0 

However, the American people do not want to see their country 
become a militar.r. dictatorship. They do not want to live in a coun
t!-"Y where the military is all powerful and tells them how they can 
hve their lives as has been the custom for centuries in the Old World. 

I repeat the people want a well-organized, well-equipped Army-,
thoroughly trained in modern warfare. But what eqmpment is the 
Army getting~ Your committee learned all about that in the course 
of your investio-ation. What training is it getting? . 

From available information, it is evident that the only observers 
we have in this war are with _the so-called allied forces-that is
with British troops. Britain's technique is best described by Kip
ling's famous line: "* * * And Tommy-you are noted foi· your 
orderly retreat." · 

Britain declared war on Germany-Poland did the first fighting
and was conquered. Then land war came ahnost to a stand-still until 
the tl·oo~s of the low countries took up the fight. They fell, and 
Belgium s troops stood between the Tommies and the Germans. They 
·went down to defeat, and the French Poilus carried on, while Britain 
retreated to Dunkirk, and home. . 

We find very little land fighting until the Yugoslavs and Greeks 
went into the trenches. As they went down-the Tommies again re
treated in orderly fashion-for home-with the troops of Australia 
and New Zealand covering that retreat. . 

Again the land fightin~ came to a halt until the Russian forces were 
brought into line to recmve the brunt of it. Britain promised Russia 
aid-and sent her a propaganda officer I 

It would now seem tl1e Russian defense is ended. Therefore, the 
lang fighting apparently will cease-until, Britain finds another ally 
to carry that portion of the war on for her. 

Is that the purpose of these proposals before you? Will these
together with the recent resolution introduced in both Houses of Con
gress to declare a national emergency-provide the next front-line 
army to carry the land fighting in this war? If so, why learn only 
the technique of retreat? 

It is admitted by all recognized military experts-that Europe 
cannot be invaded except by an army of about 10,000,000 men. Who 
is to provide that invading army? Certainly not the British Em-
pire-unless it changes its existing draft laws. . 

Analysis of those laws reveals that only 15 percent of the entire 
population of that Empire is subject today to draft for. any type of 
military service-and only three-tenths of 1 percent 1s subject to 
draft for military service outside its own country! 

Even the manpower of the United Kingdom-Eng)and, S?otland, 
North Ireland and Wales-cannot be drafted for service outside that 
kingdom with~ut its consent, under existing laws. . 

Despite this disparity in the draft laws of the natwns no~ at war 
and that of our own-supposedly at peace-Congre~ now IS nske~ 
not only to brenk its agreement with men drafted mto our ~rmh 
servireS-but also to oorant the power to send them nnyfllere An t ~ 
world and such a mo..:e is supposed to raise the morale o our rmy · 
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What was the basis of ~ction proposed by the present Selective 
Service and Training Act 1 . . 

The remarks made by rroponents of that law when It '':as bemg 
discussed on the floors o both Houses of Congress establishes the 
intent of the Congress was to set up a training systel? that-over 
a period of 5 ye~r~wo~d give your country a reset:voir of. ~etween 
four and five m!llwn tramed men who-on completmg then 1-year 
term of duty-would be placed in the Enlis.ted Reserve of tl~e Arm! 
of the United States-subject to call for active duty at any tune dur
ing a 10-year period after completi.ng that term. of duty. 

We are now told-by the wordmg of the bills before your com
mittee-this 5-year traming; plan is to be scrapped. Why1 .. 

The Chief of Staff in Ius testimony before the Senate Military 
Affairs Committee complained of the fact that in some .regimen~s 
there. are draftees soon due for discharge while others will I"emam 
on for several months. 

The implication might be that such a continual changing of per
sonnel tends toward a brenk-down of training program. But the 
system of our Army always has been one of a continual flow of new 
hl~ . 

In fact, General Devers-who followed the Chief of Staff in testi
mony-told that committee that the continual changing of personnel 
has always been the standard program of our Army. 

Will these proposals before your committee change that system 1 
If they become law will this infiltration be abolished? If that is 

the case does it imply Congress is being, asked to draft the available 
manpower of this country from the time they reach 21 until death 
parts them from the service 1 

Such a ~y~tem, of course, iipP,Iies an intent to create in t~is country 
a huge military force of millions of men. Why 1 A gam I refer 
.to the statements of the various military experts that a force of at 
least 10,000,000 men will be needed to invade Europe. Is the United 
States to provide theoe 10,000,000 men through this system now 
proposed! . 
Undo~btedly, P.roponents of these measures will contend the only 

purpose IS to provide the armed forces we need to protect this country 
from totalitarianism. 

How did Lenil). and Trotsky rise to power in Russia! Through 
the power of their army-and commumsm has maintained its regi
mented rule of Russian peasants for 2 decades through its control 
of the armed forces of that country .. 
~ow did Musso1ini rise to P.o.wer? Through his control of the 

nnhtary ~nd tl~e use o! that military to regiment his people . 
. How did Hitler gam control in Gennany? By abolishing the 

rights and powers of the elected representatives of the German 
people and their Reichstag-through "the Law To Combat the Crisis 
of People and State" for:ced through the Reichstag March 24, 1933. 

Of course, the operatiOn of that law was limited to 4 years but 
befor~ tl~e 4-~ear limit .expired Hitler had replaced the German 
consti.tutron .with the articles of war of the German high conunand. 

Is It po~1ble that among other motives contained. in Jlroposals 
before you Is the desire of someone in this country .to emulate that 
example! 
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Listening to the witnesses and reading transcript of their testi
mony before the Senate committee would make one think one is in 

·Germany-not the United States. In Germany the army high com- · 
maud makes up the minds of the people and the Reichstag. In this 
instance we have the army hio-h command laying down the opening 
propaganda barrage to push t1trough in a hurry these proposals for 
military regimentation of our country. 

Several points stand out in that testimony : · 
1. The urgent request for an immediate declaration by Congress 

of a national emergency. 
2. That an Army of unlimited size is anticipated. 
3. That this national emergency is essential to retain some of our . 

troops in Alaska and Honolulu; and . 
4. Tlmt 90 percent of the draftees want to remain in active service.·· 

. The pleas for this legislation seem to belie that statement. If it. 
Js true-then all that is necessary is to amend the N a tiona! Defense 
Act authorizing an .increase in the number of Enlisted Reserve to 
be called to duty-and the Army's problem is solved. Then-instead 
of holding men in service against their will-you will have that 90 
percent which the general claims wishes to remain in service. 

"Why is there such a concerted, well-organized demand by admin
istration officials for a declaration by Congress of a national emer
gency? Will this declaration-allegedly for the purpose of holding 
the draftees in service on a compulsory basis-improvP the morale 
of these men? \Viii it reduce or eliminate the desertions-the sui
cides in camps? \Viii it give them confidence in their Government? 

Will it inspire them with a desire to fight for thnt Government 
which only a year ago promised to release them after 1 year of 
service 1 

Will it provide more ammunition-war materials-and other sadly 
needed equipment for the Army? 

W'ill it provide transport ships of which apparently we have so few 
to transport our Army 1 

General Marshall testified before the House committee that tonnage 
is one of the most serious problems he has to face and that he could 
not return our troops from Alaska and Honolulu without disrupting 
our South American trade. 

\Viii it provide sufficient airplanes to at least fly our officers on 
official business in safety and replace the outmoded crates they are 
now forced to use 1 . 

. "rill it provide additional airplanes so that we can train American 
~~~ . . . 

Will it end the reported practice of allowing our best pilo~ "in
definite leaves home" with the understanding that "home" Will be 
China-where they are to be paid $250 a week and $500 bonus for 
each enemy plane shot down-while flying for the Chinese ArmyY 

Will it provide more officers and a better organized Army than we 
have at present 1 . · . . 
· Will it stop the desertions from the Army winch are reachmg such 
proportions as to present a «enuine P?-"Oblem? . 

If it will not do any of these tlungs then why should Congress 
declare a national emergency Y . 2 What powers would such a national emergency prov1de · 
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Undoubtedly such action by Congress wo.uld legalize the ma!ly acts 
or agreements this country is already committed to-and of whrch. not 
even Congress has any knowledge-which may not have been legalized 
asyet. . d h b 

It would undoubtedly legaliz~ the Ice!and occu~atwn an t e~e Y 
legalize occupation of other terntory agamst the will of the AmeriCan 
people. . .. 

The declaration of an emergency would undoubtedly deprrve Citi
zens of their right of free speech and free asse~blage and make !Jf 
this country a military dictatorship. Should this be done we wrll 
be actively m the war. 

I am one of these individuals who believes that national defense 
begins at home and that we cttnnot defend tbis country. if we con
.tinue a program of giving all of our defense weapons-eqmpment and 
vessels to foreign nations as we are now doing under the lend-lease 
program. 

I believe we can only have a satisfactory national defense program 
that is directed, operated and executed by our own citizens-~hose 
primary interest is the defense of this country and the continuatiOn of 
this form of Government-a defense program that would never per
mit the humiliation of an order heing given to our War Departm~nt 
as follows. I wish to quote from an Associated Press item appearmg 
in the Washington Evening Star of July 25, 1941. I quote. 

[From Evening Star, July 25, 1941] 

FonT DEVENs. MARS .. July 25.-Acting on the advice of the Britl•h censor In 
the Western Hemisphere, the War Department cautioned nil soldiers of this fort 
today to refrain from mentioning military facts in personal mail to friends, 
especially to those in forei211 countries. 

In a circular to Col. William A. Smith, post commander, which wns posted on 
the fort bulletin board, the \Vnr Department said: · 

'"The director of British censorship, 'Vestern Hemisphere, bas' brought to the 
attention of the War Department several letters written by United States Army 
personnel to indh'idunls in forehm cotmtries in which mention was made of 
matters pertaining to the military establishments. While the cases reported 
appeared to be the result of indiscretion, measures must be taken to cause this 
practice to be discontinued. All personnel of your command will be directed 
to omit all reference to matters pertaining to the national defense in personal 
letters written by them, especially to ~orelgn countries." 

Why should our War Department be given orders by the British 
cen.so~ in the Western He.mispl~ere or anywhere else¥ Why should 
Brrtam or any other foreign power presume to tell the men in our 
Army what they may or may not write in their letters¥ 
T~e ~merican people a:e very conscious that there is too m~ch 

fo.rergn mter~erence m this country today-not only in connection 
wrth o'!r natronal-defens.e progral!l-but even with our daily lives. 
There IS to<;> much .foreign t~chmque in operation in this com1try 
today-particularly In furthermg the program of the war dancers-so 
~u~h so tha~ our peop~e are. becoming sensitive to and suspicious of 
mcidents whr~h otherwrse mrght pass unnoticed. 

'!he followm~ newspaper story-which appeared in the Chicago 
Tribune last Friday, July 25-has been brought to my attention by 
a great many women. I quote: 

Pnn.ADET.PHIA, PA., July 24 (Speciai).-Each of the 85 local draft boards 
In Philadelphia was requested today to compile a list of 20 mothers of draft 
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registrants for the use of national selective service headquarters in Wa~bington. 
The order was not explained by local draft officials. It specified that the 

mothers he '~loyal American citizens." and that five in each group of 20 be mothers 
of men already inducted into the Army. 

State officials sairl the order for the lists came from Bri.r. Gen. Lewis B. 
Hershey, National Deputy Director of Selecth·e Service. Of several possible 
explanations for the order, the most common was that the information was being 
compiled at the request of Mayor Fiorello LaGuardia of New York, National 
Director of Civilian Defense.. Another was that officials planned to test senti
ment among mothers on the proposed extension of the draftees term of service. 

llfany of these women-in calling the foregoing article to my atten
tion-nave pointed out that Communist-Nazi technique is one which 
exerts influence on members of the family to compel obedience to the 
party. These women have been quite outspoken in asking if this 
article means that the mothers of boys in camp are about to be mar
shaled to the support of the draft-extension-national-emergency war 
program! 

I hope this committee is aware of its great responsibility. I hope 
the Congress in consideration of this legislation does not continue to 
ignore the wishes and the appeals of the American people. 

Several weeks a!fo our committee took a Nation-wide poll in which 
we used the word 'war." Returns disclosed that 94.9 percent of those 
polled were opposed to foreign war involvement. Since that time 
many organizations and newspapers have taken polls which show 
that at least 85 percent of our people do not want the United States 
to ooo to war. 

Erembers of this committee, we urge you to find some other solu
tion to this draft extension issue than that of compulsory extension 
of the dnlft and breaking faith with the men and their families. 

\Ve also oppose vigorously any declaration of an emergency by 
the Congress. 

If you gentlemen-who are sent to the sent of Government to rep
resent the wishes of our people-continue your program of ignoring 
them and allowing this country to get deeper and deeper into the 
Old \Vorld's recurrent conflicts-! greatly fear it is going to acceler
ate a lack of confidence in Government which, if it continues at its 
present rapid pace, unchecked, may lend to open revolt. 

The will of the majority cannot be forever ignored. 

STATEMENT OF MRS. ROSA M. FARBER, ACTING NATIONAL CHAIR
MAN, MOTHERS OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, DETROIT, 
MICH. 

The CHAIRliAN. Mrs. Rosa M. Farber, whom I have listed as ~ep
resenting us acting national chairman, the Mothers of the United 
States of America. Is that correct 1 

Mrs. FARBER. Yes. 
The CHAIRnAN. You may proceed. 
Mrs. FAUBER. Mr. Chairman, while I have a. prepared ~atement I 

do want to add this: I sat through the hearmgs on !ndath mhmd 
ing and I heard three gentlemen go oyer. and o':er thmgs at a 
been said a dozen times, without any l~Itatwn of tune. hi h I think is 

You are giving me 5 minutes to discuss a matter w c 
very important. 
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Mr. SHORT. I do not think her time should be limited, Mr. Chair-
-man. · L 1 The CRAm~rAN. I have asked her to read her stawment. et 1er 
proceed. - - 1 f f 

Mr. CLASON. Mr. -Chairman, you suggested that t 1r~e or our o 
those here could have 5 minutes each or that if a lesser number we~e 
heard they would have more time and I think she ought to know m 
advance. . . . 1 t 

The CHAIR~lAN. Well, if there is no bmitation as to tune, IS t lR · 

satisfactory to the gentlemen 1 
Mr. CLASON. Yes. 
The CHAIRMAN. And I .am saying to the lady to procee_d: . 
Mrs. FAnnER. Mr. Chamnan and members of the M1htary Af!an·s 

Committee, my name is Rosa M .. Farber.. I am a.cting. natiOnal 
cl1airman of the Mothers of the Umted States of AmeriCa, With head
quarters in Detroit, Mich. We are a national organization. organi~ed 
October 1939 for the purpose of keeping the United Stutes of America 
out of foreign wars. Members are mainly mothers, wives, sisters, 
of men who foughfin the World War, who now have sons _of mi!i~ary 
age. However, membership is open to any woman who IS a citlz~n 
and who is in sympathy with our cause. There are no memberslup 
fees, and the cost of operating is met with money which comes in the 
form of voluntary contributions. We pay no salaries; all the work 
is done by voluntary help. We have never put on a membership 
drive nor have we ever put on a money-raising campaign. 

After the first headlines appeared announcing the proposal to 
extend the training periocl of draftees our office was· besieged with 
telephone and personal calls, insisting that we appear before the 
commitee in opposition to this new proposal which adds to the mental 
and nervous turmoil of every person who has attainecl the age of 
understanding. -

Some Members of Congress report their mail is light on the 
extension of the training periocl issue. This lack of interest is inter
preted by many as nn indication of consent or approval. This is 
not true. There are. two reasons why mail is light. First, people 
have lost confidence m Congress. Secondly, the press is not carry
ing reports of the hearings. A g<meml survey of the newspapers on 
file in the Congressional Library verifies this statement. 

The first appearance of Genernl Marshall before the Senate l\Iili
~ary A~airs C<.>mmittee. a_nd his assertio1! ~hat we must keep the .m:en 
m rece1ved Wide publicity. Also rece1vmg considerable publicity 
was his statement denouncing as sabotage of a dangerous character 
wh~t he said w~re organize~ efforts to have draftees petition Congress 
agamst extendmg the se~·v1ce of selectees and National Guardsmen. 
Meager reports of the opposition were found. 

Is this voluntary censorship on the part of the press 1 
\Ve are very much alarmed about this matter because we ]mow 

tha~ pe?ple. throughm1t th~ country get a picture of what is going 
on m "ashmgton from the~r papers. We have heard much about the 
me~lH~ds used by the. gover!Jments of Russia, Germany, and G1·eat 
Br1tam to propagandize the1r people. \Ve refuse to become helpless 
as those people are--nnd to be rendered helpless by the same method. 

We have no desire to say or do anything which would impede or 
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int~rfere wtth the maintenance and ·'training of the Army of the 
Umted States. 'Ve realize that we must .have an Army second to 
none. However, being mothers, we realize that· the first important 
requisite of an Army is ~he morale, and mothers understand, as no 
other group can, the att1tude of these boys. We appreciate what 
their veiw,Point means to the morale of the Army which stands us 
our first line of defense and our security. Many of us have lived 
these past 20-odd years with men whose entire liv~s have been warped 
by their experiences in the 1Vorld War. No one knows better than 
the wives of these men and the mothers of their sons what that 
tragic mistake cost. 

I mention this not as an emotional appeal but to impress upon this 
committee and the Congress the fact that there is a very real and 
solid foundation upon which rests the mothers determination to 
stay out of foreign wars. 

It is interestin~ to note that testimony given before the Senate 
Military Affairs vommittee was to the effect that 90 percent of the 
men want to remain in service. In contrast t.o this general's appear
ing before the House committee claim to know nothing about the 
attitude of the men . 
. Since the generals speak for the boys but the boys dare 110t speak 

for themselves, we speak for them. 'Ve are not under Army regula-
tions. · 

The information that 90 percent want to remain in service was 
amazing news to those of us who have listened to a continuous stream 
of opposition. 'Ve have reason to doubt the veracity of this state
ment. Information received direct from camps and from parents 
indicates bitter resentment on the part of soldiers to this breaeh 
of contract. 

We get an idea of their attitude from a letter which appeared in 
tho Detroit N cws, July 21, 1941. This letter comes from a camp 
in the West and is sign eel by 18 soldiers. 

We are addressing this letter to you in the hope that It may in some '''nY 
l1elp to defeat any bill calling for an extension of service by tbe drafted 
mPn, and because many of us are from ~lichigan. 

Mnny of us volunteered for senice, leaving our friends, homes, and jobs 
wliJingly. •ro l<e~p us louge1· tlu.m n year is unfair, and from a milltnry stand
point, unnecessary. We have learned our jobs well and e\yen now our daiJy 
routine is merely repetition. In fnct, the job of training could haYe been 
done in 6 months. 

Pt:!l"lmps this letter sounds a bit selfish, but If we could see any vital need 
for further training we would not protest. " 1ithout a doubt this letter l"olces 
the opinion of every selective service man in the regiment. 

(Name of camp and names of men were deleted. However, they 
appear in the newspaper.) · . . 

A young man on furlough, stationed in a camp in Illin01s, sa1d 
to me: 

A lot of funny things are going on. The fellows In camp don't say mt.lch 
because there is nothing we can do. But. the feeling is that the J>eOIJle are Ietnng 
us down. 

Another letter in the Detroit News, July 21, from Fort Sheridan, 
Ill., rends as follows: 

Inasmuch as this is my first letter to the NewS, I woul~ like t~t ~~=~,:~ 
publish it so the people back home may know just what we thwk abo 

61230-41--10 
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and Williams' statement thut the National Guard men would be willing to serve 
more than 1 year. 

Where did lle get that Idea, we all would like to know? . 
We gave up good jobs and are willing to serve a year, but to giv~ up more 

ot our civlllnn Ufe wllen our Nation is not even in a war is very foolish. Most 
of us up here have plans we propose to carry out when we are. r~leased fl:om 
service. If this country were at war we would be glad to remn~n 10 th.e Aun~ 
untll the battle Is won or lost. We believe 1 year of training IS snffictent fo• 
any soldier. Why keep us longer? 

In New Jersey, troops from the 44th Divi~ion dr~pp,~d notes from 
trucks as they passed through cities, appealing to civilians to defeat 
the proposal to extend the training period. .They too asked where 
did Williams get his information! Whom did he ask? 

Reports from the Navy are equally disturbing. We offer the fol
lowing excerpts from a letter received by a mother from her son 
who is a university graduate. He writes: 

There should be quite a bit to write about but we are not allowed to write. 
\Ve can shout what we think from the housetops as long as we don't shout above 
a whisper and ns long as no one bears us. 

Tell Eddie [his brother] to stay out of tile Army, Navy, or any other branch 
of the service at any cost." 

We mothers, opposed the Compulsory Draft Act for severn! reason~, 
one of which was that we felt that there was no need for this drastiC 
departure from our way of life. We feel there is no need now to 
further extend the act by authorizing the President to exercise the 
power conferred upon him by section 3 (b) of the Selective Training 
and Service Act of 19402 whiCh section gives the President the power 
to retain the men indefimtely if a national emergency is found to exist. 

When a general testifying before this committee was asked whether 
the emer~ency is greater now than it was on September 16, 1940, he 
stated it IS. When asked why it is greater he answered irr true war
monger style, "The whole world is aflame, practically." Mr. Chair
man, and members of this committee, this is not sufficient evidence 
on which to base an important decision-one which affects the lives, 
mentally, morally, and physically of millions of young men, in and 
out of the Army; our young women and in a different manner, but 
in no less degree, mothers and fathers of this Nation . 
. I want to say here that intelligent people favor building our na

tiOnal defense to such strength that we can resist any invasion but 
we demand that our Government stop making plans for sending the 
armed forces to any and all parts of tlie globe. 

It is c!aimed by the genemls and some members of Congress that 
the pubhc understood when the Selective Training and Service Act 
was passed that service was for 12 months or more 

Mr. Chairman, when the Burke-Wadsworth hili was being debated 
in Congress t~e. s.hort traini_ng period-only 12 months-was played 
up. The possihllity of a natiOnal emergency and service for the dura
tion was played down. In fact, a song was written and became very 
popular-~h.e title, "It's O!llY a X: ear, Dear." 

The po~Itwn of parents IS a trymg one. They hear from their sons 
:who are In camp, Others, whose sons have not yet been called, live 
m C?nstant suspense and mental anguish. We see the war machine 
mm;mg forward, relentlessly crushing everything in its path. For 
natwnal defense! Who believes that today! 
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. VJ e h_ear reports of troops sent to outposts I Requests are made for 
legtslatlOn to send them anywhere in the world I Speeches before 
luncheon clubs explaining that we must mobilize our men, youn~ 
and old and prepare to fight anywhere on the globe! The Presidents 
ambition is to enthrone the four freedoms everywhere in the world. 
The War Department requests of Congress complete power to act. 

The plan to enter the war is obvious. We oppose extension of the 
training period because it is another step towa1·d war. Unless we stop 
taking these steps we will one day find ourselves at war. 

qiearly the purpose of this proposal and the request to declare the 
national interest is imperiled is to circumvent the limitations of the 
Selective Service and Training Act of 1940; to legalize holding the 
~raftees indefinitely; to legalize sending our armed forces .anywhere 
m the world. 

They are already scattered from the Philippines to Bermuda and 
Trinidad, Newfoundland and Iceland. Yet, Canada, a British 
Dominion is only now discussing the possibility of conscription for 
overseas service. Canadian soldiers train for 4 months; are paid 
$40 per month; overseas service is voluntary. Prime Minister 
Mackenzie King is opposed to conscription for overseas service and is 
making speeches throughout the Dominion against it. 

General Marshall gives as a reason why the training period should 
be extended the fact that the War Department now faces the problem 
of returning the draftees who have been sent to outposts, and getting 
them back in time to muster them out when their rear is up. 

Surely the 'Var Department knew they were hmited by law when 
these men were sent away. They knew when the men were due for 
discharge from the Army. 'Vhy then did they wait until late in July 
to ask for a change in the legal machinery and urge its passage by 
August 1 ~ There was ample time to foresee and plan for this. 

Since we. are not a military dictatorship and since the people are of 
the opinion that they are the government; we make this observation: 
Since the 'Var Department is not infallible, and since there are unmis
takable signs of incompetence, would it be asking too much if we 
were to suggest that they consider well before rushing into another 
situation from which there is no turning back. 

STATEMENT OF MRS. ETHEL GROEN, !'RESIDENT, THE MOTHERS 
OF SONS FORUM, CINCINNATI, OHIO 

Tht'l CHAIRMAN. The next on my list is Mrs. Ethel Groen, of 
Cincinnati. 

Mrs. GnoEN. Mr. Chairman and gentlemen of the committee, I want 
you to know that I come before your committee not as a hysterical 
mother nor as a woman who is beside herself because I do not. And 
I also wish to apologize because I am not a public speaker and pro?ably 
if I were I could put this over much more effectively than I 'nil be 
able to do. 

I repre."llnt and am president of the :Mot~1ers of Sons Forum. of 
Cincinnati, Ohio, and wish to thank the comnuttee forth~ opport'!mty 
to present their views on the proposals 1~ow . before tIns _comm1ttee. 
wluch views we mnke free to declare, res1de m the conscwusness of 
the vast majority of our people. 
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· I ~ant you to know tlmt I have two sons, one boy 25 years of age, 
a Reserve officer in the Ohio State Militia; nnd anothe~ boy 18 years 
old I have a daughter 16. I have every interest and r1ght ~o .a.rpear 
her~ to represent those boys, and I also have the responsibility to 
speak for the Mothers of Sons Forum, mothers who belong to the 
organization I represent. . . 

Like every true American organization that has the mteres~ of Its 
country at heart, we are definitely for national defense and hem!sphere 
commitments, but we are as definitely opposed to meas~res ':Inch can 
be construed only as aO'gressive war measures and wh1ch vw,Iate .the 
purpose of the Draft Act as stated in the act itself and in Its title, 
namely, "An Act to Provide for Common Defense." 

Last fall General Marshall estimated less than 500,000 men were 
needed for adequate hemisphere defense. Today he tull~s in te,rms 
of millions. Was General Marshall right last fall or IS he right 
today! Or is he right in both instances as his repntati?n inclines 
us to believe him to be! If this be so, then certainly while General 
Marshall was talking about "defense" lust fall, he is talking about 
something entirely different today. These contradictory figures made 
by the same authority seem conclusive proof that we were forever 
rtght in our contention that the draft bill was never intended as a 
defense measure, but was a war move, and we therefore oppose the 
proposal to extend the period of service for draftees and demand that 
the terms of the contract made by our Government with these boys, 
be honorably complied with and that you do not break faith with our 
men in order to "keep faith" with strangers. · 

The President's first obligation of good faith is toward the draf
tees, their fathers and mothers and their country generally. The 
12-month service period obligation to the draftees is somethin()' that 
comes before a.ny <~,uestionaole "good faith" toward our nei~T1bors. 
· The parents m tlus country as also the boys are familiar With the 

circumstances under which the Draft Act was framed, and by impli
cation, the purposes of this act. They know who composed the group 
that met at the Harvard Club, New York City, May 22, 1940 to make 
plans for a conscript army for the United States of Am~rica. 

They know of the quarter million dollars this same group raised 
to drive the conscription bill through Congress. . 
" We have .not forgotte1~ th~ statement that green American troops 
can be tramed as well m Smgapore, Palestine EO'ypt and Ireland 

as in Georgia" and other Southern States. In ~th~ w~rds it would 
seem .our Ame~·ica~1 soldiers will be policing and protecth;g British 
dope m~erests m .Smgapore; British oil interests in Palestine, British 
cotton mterests m Egypt under the guise of training and at our 
expense. ' 

P!Cesident Roosevelt expr~~ed the feeling that Japan's imitation 
of h1s Iceland move would mduce Americans to support these fresh 
requests ma!-'e upon Congr~ss. F?I'tunately, however, we have not 
forgotten S.1dney R_ogerson s warmng tl~at "To persuade (America) 
to ta~e om part (m the next war) wlil need a definite threat to 
Amenca, a threat, mo1:C?ver, which will have to be brought home by 
propaganda to eve?. citizen bef01:e .the R.epublic will ngain take arms 
m an ~xternal quauel: The Jos1t10n w11l naturally be considembly 
eased 1f Japan were mvolve and this might and probably woukl 
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bring America in without further ado. A.t any rate, it would be a 
natural and obvious object of our propagandists to achieve this, just 
as durin~ the Great War .they succeeded in embroiling the Umted 
States with Germany." · 

We know that many of our most ardent warmongers are empire
minded. We Americans have no desire for empire. The history of 
every empire from Roman to British, is a record of crimes against 
the common man. Though it is fabulous business for a few, it means 
unsusl?ected misery for many. 

While the men in the army and their parents are definitely for de
fense -of their own country, the men do not intend to fight for British 
lmJ?erialism, for Russian Communism, nor even for American Im
perialism, it would be advisable for you gentlemen to consider this 
fact when you vote on the resolution. If our men are going to die 
in war, it will be better for them to die here defending American 
liberties against American tyranny. 

We who went to war to give the Negro freedom certainly cannot 
be expected to look-on complacently at this attempt to rob us of ours. 

Mr. CLAsON. Have you talked to any of the boys in camp~ 
Mrs. GROEN. Yes, I lmve. 
Mr. CLAsON. Judging from those with whom you have talked can 

you say about what proportion of them are favorable or would 
desire to remain in the service beyond the one year period l 

Mrs. GRoEN. I have the first one to meet yet who .has expressed 
any willingness or desire to remain in the service after the year is 
over. 

Mr. CLASON. Is it your opinion or view that these selectees would 
voluntarily enlist to serve in the Regular Army after the 12-months 
period is over l 

Mrs. GROEN .. It certainly is my opinion, from what I l~ave learned 
in my contacts with the selectees, that they would not. 

Mr. CLASON. In tl1at respect you find yourself considerably opposed 
to the statement that lms been made by the members of the military~ 

Mrs. GROEN. There is no question about that; I certainly do feel 
that way. 

The CHAIRMAN. We thank you. 
1\Irs. GRoEN. Thank you. 
The CHAIRMAN. Thank you, madam. 
·we have two otl1er witnesses now, Mrs. L. S. Benge of Cincinnati, 

Ohio, and Mr. Stuart Benge, of Cinci1mati, Ohio. May I inquire 
if you happen to be husband and wife, or not~ 

Mr. BENGE. That is correct. 
The CHAIRMAN. Will you be contented to have one of you make 

the statement l 
Mrs. BENGE. If it be necessary, due to the shortness of time, I 

would rather have my husband speak for the family; otl1erwise I 
should like to speak for myself. [Laughter.] . 

But I will say this: I only have one thing to say, and I still would 
like to have my husband speak, but I still would like to ha-.:e the 
o-entlemen hear what I have to say. I maintain that I should like to 
be heard. . . 1 

The CHAIRMAN. There is not a man on tlus committee but w lllt 
understands that. [Laughter.] 

Come around, Mr. Benge. 
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STATEMENT OF STUART :BENGE; CINCINNATI, OHIO 

Mr. BENGE. Mr. Chairman, I hope the ~ntlemen .of this commi~tee 
will not think that I am prejudiced, but I am s~ym~ wha~ I thmk, 
from what information I have gained by travelmg m variOus parts 
of the country and talking to men in the .Apny camps.. . . 

Mr. Chairman and Members of the :~~bhtary Affairs Committee· 
My name is Stuart Ben"e. I am appearmg; here on ~ehalf of I)JY son 
who is now in the draft Army. He has lleen depriVed of h1s con
stitutional rights and cannot speak for himself: Th.e enactment of 
this bill which is backed by a minority group m tins country'· a~1d 
fostered by His Imperial M~jesty's Governm~n~ of Great Britalil, 
will condemn my son to possible death or ma1mm_g. ~ . 

The general public and the draftees accepted the Conscription Act 
in the belief that it was a defense measure, and that the Army was 
not to be used to defend the British Empire or invade the European 
continent. There is not a soldier in the American Army who would 
not fight to the last ditch to defend his country, but that does not 
mean that he is willing to die on some foreign battlefield to save the 
declining British Empire. · 

The draftees and the general public have not been duped by British 
proJ?aganda as they were in the last war. Now that bloody commu
nistic Russia has be~n welcomed into the fold by England and the 
United States, the mask is at last torn aside, and only a moro_n 
would fail to realize that the present war is a struggle for the domi
nation of Europe. 

The draftees had not been in camp a month before they started 
to mark the days off the calendar1 checlrin" daily the number of days 
they had to serve to complete their year of training-training which 
is almost valueless because of the lack of equipment and ammunition. 
I have not talked to a single draftee or even heard of one who h\lS 
expressed a desire to stay beyond his year of service. 

The loss of life due to acc'dents during maneuvers held by our 
new Army has been all out of J?roportion to the number of men 
engaged. I would suggest that tli1s committee secure from the Army 
sworn statements as to the number of men killed in accidents during 
maneuvers held the last few months, also the number of suicides. 
If the members of this committee are really interested in knowing 
what the boys actually think, I would suggest that they vis't some 
camps and, after excluding all commissioned and noncommissioned 
oflicers from the hearing to prevent coercion, ask the private soldiers 
what they think about the lengthening of their term of service. 

In February 1940 General Marshall told a congressional committee 
that a regular army of 242,000, together w;th the National Guartl, 
then numbering 235,000-or a total of 477 000 men-could defend the 
United States and its hemisphere commitments. A short time later 
he appeared before a congressional committee and supported an in
crease. in. the Regular Arm~ !J-S adequate to defense and opposed 
conscnpt10n. Then the adm1mstration, abetted bv the warmonger~, 
cooked up the conscription bill, and July 12 1940 found General 
Ma~hall testjfying in .favor of that bill. B~t he 'told the Senate 
M1htary Affair~ Committee on that occasion that he opposed a sug
gested mcrease m the Regular Army to 750,000. 
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The President in his recent message to Congress regarding granting 
him emergency powers has asked that he be !riven the right to call 
more than 900,000 men into service each year. "it is now the belief of 
the draftees and at least 80 percent of the general public that our 
soldiers are to be used as reinforcements for the British Army, to be 
used by England wherever and whenever she sees fit. In other words, 
we are to do for England what her own colonies will not do and she is 
unwilling to do for herself. 

The warmongers are composed largely of two groups, the profiteers 
and the ones who want to try and crush Hitler, regardless as to its 
effect on this country. The bodies of the warmongers will not provide 
food for carrion crows or rats. They will not come back from the 
w~r,. wrecked in body and mind, blinded or with legs and arms 
lll!SSII1g. 

In order to defeat Hitler, it will be necessary to invade continental 
Europe, and England is perfectly will'ng to do it with our soldiers. 
Any competent military author1ty will tell you that it would be 
mass suicide. It would result in the death of not less than 1,000,000 
men, leaving 2,000,000 mourning parents, to say nothing of the 
wounded and maimed, and it would result in failure. It would make 
Ohurch'll's fiasco at the Gallipoli Peninsula during the last war, 
which resulted in the loss of 250,000 and ended in failure, look like 
a Sunday-school picnic. 

General Wavell and General Auschinlech have stated publicly that 
it would be necessary to have American manpower in order to defeat 
Hitler. On July 26, 1941, Sir Gerald Campbell, British propaganda 
chief in the Umted States, said in New York City that England did 
not want our Army now but did want our air force and Navy. Un
told millions of citizens in this country are toiling and sweating to 
pay back the money which we lmmed England during and after the 
last war, and mol1ey which we have given them since this last war 
started, toiling for the British Empire like the starving millions of 
India. Now they again want our blood to bolster up their declining 
powers. It is like tak-ing all the blood from the veins of a vigorous 
youn15 man, leaving him to die, in a futile effort to prolong the life of 
an old man ready to topple into his grave. 

Unless our present Army Staff expects to build up a mass army 
according to Civil War tactics, no muss armies are needed except to 
send expeditionary forces all over the world in an effort to spread 
democracy with a tommy gun. Competent military authorities agree 
that the French and British Armies in France, numbering 5,000,000 
men, were cut to pieces by German panzer divisions numbering not 
to exceed 150,000 men, and we have not 1 fully equipped mechanized 
division in the United Sta1 es. . .. 

Like the politicians of Eno-lund and France, a group of pohticia~s 
in our country have allowed their hatred of Hitler to de.<:troy all their 
reason and like the politicians of En<Yland and France, would embark 
on a war f~r which they were totally :inprepared. It is also generally 
agreed that neither Englnnd nor F1:nnce would. have declm:ed war on 
Germany if they had not been prom1sed that this country "ould come 
to their aid in an nil-out war. . 1 hi" 1 ed 

I just want to read one excerpt from a paper wh1c 1 was pn Js 1 

in Cincinnati on July 27: 
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ATHENS, OHro, July 26.-"Home by October" is tl1e slogan of me.mbers .of Bat
tery C, Ohio Nntlonal Guard, now In training at Camp Shelby, l\I1ss., as a part 
.of the Thirty-seventh Division, according to a story in ·a local pnper said to have 
been written by Sgt. C. K. McKinstry. · 

Members or the battery, a local unit, are opposed to an additional yea<r of 
service, according to McKinstry, and want to come home ,and share in the high 
wages being jmld In private employment. 

Gentlemen, I thank you. 
Mr. SHORT. How many camps have you v!sited? . 
Mr. BENGE. The main camp that I have v1sted was Fort Ord, Cahf. 
Mr. SHORT. Did you seek these men or did they seek you, or what? 
Mr. BENGE. No; I went out there to visit my son and talked to 

him and talked to some of the boys. I did not make any effort to 
cross-examine anyone, or anything of that kind. Then I have talked 
to boys in Cincinnati from Camp Shelby. _ 

Mr. SHAFER of Michigan. What figures do you have relative to 
the number of deaths in these maneuvers? 
· Mr. BENGE. I would rather not give my source of informatio_n, b1tt 
I can tell you this: that one convoy, in night maneuvers, travelmg 15 
miles, lost 18 men killed in accidents. . 

Mr. SHAFER of Michigan. 'Where was this? Where did this happen¥ 
. Mr. BENGE. I would rather not answer that question, because I am 
afraid the man who gave me the information would suffer. 

Mr. SHAFER of Michigan. We would like to ·have the information 
here in our committee. I have not heard of 18 men being killed in 
one convoy, and I would like to know where this was. 

Mr. BENGE. It happened in California, on the way to Hulen. 
Mr. SHAFER of Michigan. What outfit was it1 

. Mr. BENGE. I could not tell you that. I could get you that infor
mation definitely, as to who it was. 

Mr. SHAFF-R of Michigan. Will you do that! 
Mr. BENGE. Yes, si.r .. Shall I address it to you! · . . 

_ Mr. SHAFER of MIClugan. I would rather have you just U1sert It 
m the record. 

Mr. BENGE. I see. It will take a few days to "et that information. 
Mr. SHAFER of Michigan. What information do you have relative 

to the suicides that yon speak o£1 
Mr. BENGE. Various people that I have talked to. There is one 

woman here who got a letter from her son telling about finding a 
boy hanging in a latrine. 

The CHAIDMAN- What is your business, Mr. Benge! 
Mr. BENGE. I run a one-man parks business. 
The CHAIRMAN- What is that? 
Mr. BENGE. I just have a small automobile parks business. 
The CHAIRMAN- In Cincinnati? 
Mr. BENGE. That is right. · 
.The CHAIRlllAN: You did not apply to the Navy for information 

With respect to tlus convoy that you are talking about 1 
Mr. BENGE. The Navy! 
The CIL\JRMAN. The Navy or the Army, either one? 
Mr. BENGE- Just what do you mean! 

. The C.HAIR~£AN. Did you ask the Army or the Navy for this 
m formation ? 
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Mr. B~NGE. No; I did not ask them fot· this information. 
The CHAillMAN. The information that you are giving us, then 

does not come from the War Depa~tment, but from outside sources Y 
Mr; BENGE. That is col'l'ect. 
Mr .. HARNESs. These convoys that· you are speaking of, are those 

orgamzed by the Army to take the men back and forth between the 
the different training centers~ 
,. Mr. BENGE. No; these were night convoys during· the blackouts. 

Mr. HALtNESs. During maneuvers!· 
Mv .. BENGE. Yes, sit•. · 
Mr. HAR.NESS, Of course, under iwrmal conditions, in peacetime, 

yon- could reasonably expect a certain number of men to be killed or 
die or commit suicide, could you not~ 

Mr. BENGE. Well, that is true. But I talke<l to a M1u·ine gunnery 
sergeant who was with the Second Division in France, and he told· 
me-it was yesterday a wee]{ ago-th1tt they did not lose a single man 
through accidents; the only men they lost in France in the Szcond 
Division were due to combat. 

Mr. HARNESS. "\Vere they traveling at night! 
- Mr. BENGE. They traveled at night. He told me that one officer 
\\'ent out one night and turned on the headlights on his car1 and the 
result was that a Get~nan bomber came along, and he said it blew him 
and his car all to pieces and killed 30 men. They had to work at 
night in France just the same as they do now. 
· Mr. THOMASON. Mr. Chairman, the War Department could give us 
the accurate information as to accidents. Why not get the accurate 
information rather than hearsay I 

Mr. HARTER. Was this a convoy working out of the camp in which 
your son is a selectee I · 

Mr; BENGE. That is right. 
Mr. HARTER. What is the name of the C>unp 1 
Mr; BENGE. Fort Ord. It is near Monterey. 
Mr. SHAFER of Michigan. What training hns your son had since 

he has been in the Army I 
Mr. BENGE; Well, with rifles; that is all that I know of. Were

ceived a letter from him recently. He said they have two machine 
guns nnd no ttipods; they have two mortars, but they have never been 
fired, becnuse they have no ammunition. 

Mr. liARTER. "'hen were you at your son's camp¥ 
Mr. BENGE. In March. 
Mr. HARTER. You have never been in any other camps in the United 

States! 
Mr. BENGE. No, sir. 
The CHAmMAN. That is all; thank you, sir. 
The next witness is Mrs. Mnry L. Arbogast, of F_01t Tho~n'!, Ky. 
Mrs. GRoEN. Mr. Chairman, may I ask one qu~wn I . This IS a v:::;a 

serious thing in my mind, and we hnve hear~ it said that d we appea 
before this committee our boys who are m the cantonments would 
suffer. Is there any tl~th in that~ 

The CHAm~rAN. No; there is nothing of that kind. 
Mrs. Arbogast, will you take the stand? · 
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STATEMENT OF MRS. MARY L. ARBOGAST, FORT THOMAS, KY . 

. The CllAlRMAN. Mrs. Arbogast, will. you tell the C?mmittee, please, 
where you live, whom you are. SJ?eakmg for, and, If you represent 
some organization tell us what 1t JS, and giVe us your statement¥ 
· Mrs. ARBOGAST. 'I surely will. . . . . 

Mr. Chairman and members of the House M1htary Affa1rs Comrmt
tee my name is Mary L. Arbogast. I am a member of the Mothers 
of 'sons Forum of Greater Cincinnati and am here in the interests 
of my four sons, all of whom are or will be of military age. My eld
est son, Lawrence A. Arbogast, is a draftee now stationed at Camp 
Hulen, Tex. (Company C, One Hundred and Sixth Separate Bat
talion, Antiaircraft, Coast Artillery). 

I am not a pacifist, and I believe in adequate national defense on 
land and sea and in the air. I am quite sure that all of my sons 
would glady make any sacrifices necessary to repel an invader. I am 
equally sure that each and every one of them would practically have 
to be forced to fight another country's battles on any foreign soil. 

I do not claim to be a military expert but can never reconcile myself 
to the belief tlmt our first line of defense is in the English Channel. 
The only reason that I can advance for trying to ram this theory 
down our throats is that there must be some facts with which the 
American people are not acquainted. Could it be that there are some 
underlying financial interests at stake Y I would consider myself a 
ver;s: poor American if I admitted that England is fighting our war 
wh1le we content ourselves with merely being the "arsenal of democ
racy." 

I am here specifically to protest against the extension of the period 
of training for draftees. Defense of this hemisphere should not need 
an Army of the magnitude possible under the Conscription Act. I 
believe .that a stan~ing Army should b~ built up on a volunteer basis, 
and ~h1s coul? eas1ly be done by making the pay sufficient to be at
tractive. Tins would create an Army of much higher morale than 
our pres~nt policy of ta!qng_ men indiscriminately from civilian life 
and forcmg them to remam m the Army against their wishes. 
· I have personally talked to a number of draftees and find them ex
tremely dissatisfied and resentful of the fact that those who were 
lucky enough not to be drafted are making more money than they 
have ever made before. They are almost unanimously of the opinion 
that the extension of time is being sought for only one purpose-to 
eventually send an expeditionary force to Europe and Asia. 

:rhese boys and th~1r parents rese~t the manner in which this whole 
thmg has been engmeered. Certamly General Marshall knew last 
Oc~ber Omt on~ year was not a sufficient length of time to make a 
sold1~r. Why d1d he not speak then¥ Simply because the Selective 
~em~ Act would never have been passed had the time limit been 
mdefimte. 

These boys went into the Army in good faith, confident that their 
Government would not double-cross them. I do not like to dwell upon 
the state of t~e mor~le of our armed forces should their training period 
be extenrled mdefimtely. 

I thank you. 
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Mr. HARNESS. Mrs. Arbogast, you mentioned the dissatisfaction on 
the part of the men in camp because the men who were not drafted are 
making much more money. Do you think that if these men were paid 
more money in camp they would be willing to stay another year i 

Mrs. ARBOGAST. My boy would never be satisfied to stay ll!nother 
yenr. He is 28 years old, and he is taking a position in defense work. 
. The. CHAIRMAN. Of course you reali7.e, Mrs. Arbogast, that the plan 
JS to discharge these men who are 28 years of age~ 

Mrs. ARBOGAST. I hope so. · · 
· The CHAIRMAN. Thank you very much, Mrs. Arbogast. 

The next witness is Mrs. Sadie Barry, representing Parents of 
Selectees, Taylorsport, Ky. 

STATEMENT OF MRS. SADIE BARRY, TAYLORSPORT, KY., 
REPRESENTmG PARENTS OF SELECTEES 

The CHAIRMAN. :1\Irs. Barry, you have a written statement, do you i 
Mrs. BARRY. I have just a few notes. 
The CHAIRMAN. You may make whatever statement you wish. 
Mrs. BARRY. I am Mrs. Sadie Barry, and I represent the Parents 

of Selectees. · I am from Taylorsport, Ky. I am the mother of a. 
selectee in the servie now, and I have another son who expects to 
be called almost at once. I am speaking in behnlf of my son and 
these other boys who are soldiers in the camps. I have visited two 
camps besides the one my son is in, because I wanted to see and hear 
some of the conditions myself. 

Mr. HARNESS. What camps have you visited? 
Mrs. BARRY. I have been at Fort Thomas, Ky., and I have also 

been. at Cnmp Knox. I have visited two of the camps these boys 
are 1n. 

The boys talked reluctantly, but they will answer questions if you 
ask them to. One of the questions that I have asked is what they 
think of this extended service and of course they all think that 
their Government should keep faith with them and let therri out, or, 
if there is an emergency, that they should know what this emer
g-ency is. They also say "They expect us to do a man-sized job. 
Why don't they treat us as men and ask us to volunteed" That is 
one of the things that they ask. 

One of the boys said, "''V e can't talk for ourselves; can't you talk 
for us?" So I thought I would. 

I find that they are all patriotic American citizens, and are willing 
to defend this country here, and here alone. 
· Another thing is the drafting of skilled mechanics and leaving a 
shortage in our plantsi then they set up schools to train n~w men, 
with a shortage of skilled mechanics in the defense produc~on. In 
the camp thnt my boy is in-he is at Fort Knox, Ky.-he IS a ma
chinist; a skilled mechanic. 

Mr. SHORT. How oJa is he? 
Mrs. BARRY. He is 23 years old. 
Mr. SHORT. ~1ere did he work before he went to c~mJ? ¥ • 
Mrs. BARRY. At the Bradford Machine Tool Co., Cmcmnati. 
Mr. SHoRT. How long had he worked there¥ 
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. Mrs. BAilBY. He· had been there almost a year, and then he lutd 
been at the U. S. Pipe Foundry Co. before that.. 

Mr: SHoRT: Is there a shortage of skilled men in those pla!1ts 1 
Mt'S. BARRY. Absolutely. If you wilL go to them, they Will tell 

you that there is. d 
. The CHAIRMAN. Just one question: Did your ..on,. when ~e fiiie <!ut 
his questionnaire and entered the service under the . Selective Service 
and Training Act, make any claim for deferm~nt 1 

Mrs. BARRY. Yes, sir; he did. . . 
The CHAIRlrAN. On the ground that he was speciaiiy qualified for 

some essential national defense work¥ · 
Mrs. BARRY. Yes, sir; he did, and also the company he worked for 

tried to have him deferred. 
Mr. THOMAsoN. Did he take that up with the !bear draft board 1 
Mrs. RIRRY. He took it up with the local draft. board, and the 

answer they gave-and mY' husband is also a machinist, and he also 
knows of the shortage of skilled mechanics, and he went to the local 
draft board himself and put it before the local draft board. Th~n 
they said, "They need the men in the Army as badly as they do Ill 
the plants"-which we know is not so.. · 

Mr. Tuo!I.ASoN. Is that what the draft board told you 1 · 
. Mrs. BAlmY. That is what the draft board told my husband. 

Mr. THOl£ASON. That was the reason they gave for not deferring 
him! 

Mrs. B.IRRY. That was the reason; even after the Bradford Machine 
Tool Co. made an appeal to try to have him deferred. 

Mr. SHORT. What draft board is this¥ 
Mrs. BARRY. Draft board 35, over the rive1·. We live in. I<:entuc!'Y · 

Our home is in Kentucky, but this summer we are staying in Ohw 
to let our children go to school1 and by our being over there he had 
registered, because he was over m Ohio at the time, and he registered 
with draft board 35. 

Mr. H.IRTER. Did he serve an apprenticeship in obtaining his train-
ing as a machinist Y . 

Mrs. BARRY. Yes, sir. 
Mr. HARTER. How long an apprenticeship did he serve 1 · 

. Mrs. ~ARRY. I could not say exactly .. ~y husband worked for years 
m the Pipe Foundry Co., and he got him m as an apprentice; then he 
went from there to the Bradford Machine Tool Co. 

Mr. HARTEll. Did he have a high-school education~ 
:Mrs. BARRY. He had 2 years in high school. . 
J\fr. HAI!TER. Then he went to work i 
Mrs. BARRY. Then he went to work, because he had this opportunity 

to go into the shop. 
Mr. HARTEl!. To be an apprentice! · 
1\frs. ~Ann:. To be an apprentice; yes. 
Also m th1s same barracks with my Ron is n die and machine-tool 

maker-a tool and die maker, I guess it is called· a welder and my son. 
'~hose are three skilled !U~chanics in one barracks. Then' they are set-. 
tmg UJ? schools for trammg others, and it seems to me that is kind 
of foolish when they have already some who are trained there. 

Then I do know that they have not the equipment in the camps that 
they should have. We know that. There are not the guns and things 
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that they need. One boy at one of the camps told me that there is a 
pond there, and he was put there to guard some civilians who went 
there to bathe. There were some men that came there to go in the 
P?nd, and he told them they could not. They laughed at him and told 
lnm, "You don't even have a gun; what are yon going to do about it 1" 
Of course he laughed and told me, "There was nothing I could do 
about it, because I didn't have a gun." 

Soz of course they went in swimming in the pond that he was sup-
posed to be guarding. · 

The CHAIR~fAN. Is your son in the Infantry? 
Mrs. BARRY. No, sir· he is not. 
Then I think that these draft boards, in fairness, should be inves

tigated. There .should be some investigation about them. There are 
ffil\ny reports of unfairness on the part of draft boards--men being 
taken .who .. should he exempt, and others exempted who really should 
be there. I know of many people that make that complaint every 
day, and I know some that are JUStified in making those complaints. 

Then also there is the state of mind of many of these mothers. 
Yesterday a mother offered me a dollar to help me pay my way here. 
She had received a letter from her son stationed in California, telling 
her that if he had to stay longer than a year he 'I'{OUld commit suicide; 
and you can imagine the ·state ·of mind that that mother is in- at the 
present time. I gave her what encouragement I could and told her I 
was coming to t11lk to the committee1 and she asked me to do what I 
could, because she could not come. And you see many, mnny cases of 
thnt kind. It is nll this uncertainty; that is whnt it is. 'V e can 
truly say it is a wnr on our nerves; on the nerves of all mothers. 
There should be a definite period of service. 'Vhy should the period 
be extended when there are so many other boys t'•at should be there 
trnining, the same as these boys that are there 1 ""hy should the few 
tl\1\t are there have to shoulder the burden while thP'e others are at 
home at their jobs 1 Should they be there for the little pay they are 
getting? I do not think it is fair. We know that they have not 
.-.ot the equipment to train the men with. We know that. I know it, 
becnuse I have tnken it on myself to visit the camps, and I have been 
there. · 

Thnt is all I have to sny, Mr. Chairman. 
The CHAIRMAN. Did your son appeal from the decision of the local 

board to the Appeal Board on the question of his deferment on the 
ground that he was a skilled mechanic and needed in the tool 
production pro!!"l:am of national defense? · 

Mrs. BARRY. 'No, sir; he appealed to the local draft board. 
The CHAIRMAN. You mean he went before the local draft board~ 
Mrs. BARRY. To the local draft board. 
The CHAIRMAN. But he did not take an appeal to the local appeal 

board¥ . 
Mrs. BARRY. He did not understand that. That was when It first 

·came out, and he really. did not understand that until later. 
The CHAIRMAN. All right; thank you, Mrs. Barry. . 
Mr. SHORT. This insignia that you have, and that the other lady IS 

wearing, is an Ameri_~an eagle, is it not¥ 
Mrs. BARRY. Yes,· sir. 
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Mr. SHoRT. It looks a little better than the British lion. 
[Applause.] . . 

Mrs. BARRY. I do not want you to think tha~ my son IS asking me 
to come and do anything like this. I am tulkmg for my son, and. a 
lot of people tell us that it will be held against our sons who are m 
the service. 

The CHAffiMAN. You hear a great many things on the outside that 
have no foundation. 

That finishes the list of witnesses that I have here. 
Mrs. BENGE. You have not heard me yet. May I please be heard? 
The CHAffiMAN. We will be glad to hear you, Mrs. Benge. 

STATEMENT OF MRS. LUCINDA BENGE, CINCINNATI, OHIO 

Mrs. B~GE. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. The first 
thing I am going to have to do is to amplify a few of the statements 
that my husband made about the accidents. Some of that informa
tion he had of his own knowledge, us he explained to you. Some of 
the things I myself learned from talking to boys at Camp Shelby 
who were home on furlough, and I do want to explain this. 
· The accidents seemed to be of this sort: The accidents seemed to be 
from overcrowding of trucks and inexperienced drivers. Quite often 
the boys fall off and are crushed or hurt under the wheel. But one of 
the most serious and inexcusable causes of accidents is the practice 
of commanders in having one group maneuver next to another group 
who are asleep. That is, they have one group fighting and the other 
group asleep. 

Now, these boys sleep in sleeping bags and quite often in the ex
citement close to them a truck will back over these boys while they 
are asleep. They have no protection at all, and the only protection 
that these boys have devised for themselves is that they have learned 
to find a tree and put their heads against a aood-sized tree with 
the idea thnt they will block the truck as it come;' along. 

Mr. SHORT. If you. will permit an interruption: you can reason
ably e.'<pect, however, m maneuvers, where so many men are involved, 
that there would be a reasonable number of accidents~ 

MI'S. BENGE. I realize that. · 
Mr. SHORT .. And you appreciate the difficulty of whipping a large 

body of men mto shape! 
Mrs. ·B~NOE. I think I should explain that during the World War 

I ~as chief clerk of a draft. board, and I know the percentage of 
accidel_lts, an~ I k~ow the thmgs that happen where groups of men 
are bemg tramed, J'.lst the same as there will be industrial accidents 
where me_n are unskilled. I understand that perfectly. 

The chief source of trouble seems to be this, from what I can learn. 
The officers themselves are, too many of them untrained themselves 
and the boys understand that, and the chief sdurce of traininoo guid~ 
a nee, and counsel seems to come from one source and that' is the 
Regular Army duty sergeants who are skilled me~ but of course 
they do not have the authority that the commission'ed officer would 
have. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I shall proceed, if you will allow me to. 
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The CnAmMAN. You may proceed. 
Mrs. BENGE. Mr. Chairman and members of the Military Affairs 

Committee, my name is Luncinda E. Benge. I am here to protest the 
declaration of a national emergency, designed as a smokescreen for the 
lengthening of the term of drafted men. I come in behalf of my own 
son, and other drafted men, who have been deprived of the right of 
free speech. 

For the past 8 years the people of this country have been enduring 
a planned economy. That having failed, we are now being asked to 
submit to a planned emer~ency, as a preliminary to a planned war. 
The majority of the people of this--country know that there is no 
national emergency. There is not even national hysteria, although 
millions have been sp,ent in propa~anda to create that condition. 
The term "emergency ' in this case 1s most certainly a misnomer, as 
r.lans for the emergency have been in progress for a long time. 
fhey became apparent at the time of the enactment of the gold bill, 
in 1934, which was designed evidently to involve the United States in 
joint ownership with Britain of most of the world's gold, so that we -
would be inseparably joined to her foreign interests. Having com
pleted plans for common currency, common defense was the next step. 
Copies of the Constitution of the United States put out by authority 
of joint House and Senate resolution, under date of Augnst 25, 1935, 
contain a highly si~nificant statement. Following Article 13, "Slavery 
Abolished," we find a parenthesis containing these words: 
The drafting of men for military service does not vlolnte this amendment, as a 
soldier is not.a slal•e .. 

The Sesquicentennial Commission which authorized this publication 
was made up of the President, Vice President, Senator Ashurst for 
the Senate, and Representative Sol Bloom for the House. It appears 
from this that plans had even then been laid for the process of condi
tioning the people for peacetime conscription. 

When the conscription act was enacted in September 1940 it was 
accepted by parents and men subject to it as a measure necessary for 
national defense, for the period stipulated-! year. Those men are 
willing to abide by the contract into which they entered in good faith. 
Webster's unabridged dictionnry gives this definition of the word 
"defense:" "Resistance to or protection from attack." The proposed 
declaration of a· national. emergency is designed to lengthen the term of 
service of these boys for the purpose of wnging aggressive warfare
for we have not been attacked. It violates both the letter and spirit 
of the conscription act, entitled as "An act to provide for the common 
defense." -

The bald truth of the matter is this: These boys made this contract 
with the Government and they are fulfilling it. Now the Government 
seeks to alter the contract materia_lly and ~o ~ar. them from protest 
which would prevent such alter~tu~n. It lS signifiCBJ?.t that for .the 
first 2 montlJS after the Conscription Act was p~t mto o~ration. 
induction papers carried the statement that the peri~ of ~mce was 
1 year. Late in February 1941 it was learned t_h~t mdu<:t10n papers 
carried no reference as to the length of the trammg period. .About 
March 15, United States district attorneys were called to Washmgton 
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to discuss measures for lengthening the draft period. IIi other wor.ds, 
4.months ago the administmtion.wns nlr~a?y seeking means: by winch· 
they cauld evade the·l·y~ar-serVIce prov:Iswn of the Draft _Act. ;~P
parently, it has been decided that a natwnal emergency Will_ furmsh 
that method. · · 1 __ 

One by one t11e constitutional rights of d~afted men have ueel! · 
.taken from them. How.ever, they and their ~arents still pos~ss. the 
constitutional right "to possess and bear arms' in ·order to· mamtam·a· 
free goverlllllent. The majority of the peopl~ of this country have 
signified that they want no part in&: foreign. war. · You, as our r~pre
sentatives, know that. If you contmue to Ignore the spoken wishes 
of the majority of the people, you will have to suffer the consequences. 
The responsibility rests entirely with Congress whether or no~ our 
Nation will continue as a free one in order to preserve our heritage 
of. freedom. 

I want to thank you very much, l\fr. Chairman and gentlen1en, for 
vour courtesy. · 

The CHAIRMAN. The next witness is Mrs. Waters. 

STATEMENT OF MRS. AGNES WATERS, REPRESENTING WE, THE 
MOTHERS, MOBILIZED FOR AMERICA, INC.,. CHICAGO, Ill. . . 

:Mrs. 1'Vo~.nms. Mr. Chairman, my name is Agnes Waters. I rep-
sent millions: of voters in Amet·ica. . · 

The CHAIRMAN. You asked for 5 minutes time. 
Mrs. WATERS. I represent We, The Mothers, l\Iobilized for Amer

ica, Inc., with headquarters nt 37 West- Van Buren Street, Chicngo, 
Ill. 

'Ve are organized in every congressionnl district in Americn. .'\Ve 
are orgnnized in every precinct for peace. · · 

I do not merely represent the mothers of America; I represent the 
· voters of America in every congressional district. I would like to say 
we intend to maintain pence in America. 

I am here to say that I am opposed to this bill because I feel 
it is an outrage that we Americans are being continuously forced to 
defend those principles for which our forefathers fought and died 
and upon which they built this country. . 

This bill sets up a state of crisis. By whom are we gravely 
threatened! 
~· This hi~ is an f>nslau!;'ht again;t our. form of government. It 
sets up_ a diCtatorslup and maugm·ates a military form of governmen~. 

Pres1dent Roosevelt has already set the stn~e for war with lus 
declarati~n of au ."u!ll!mi~ed, Em~ergency,". wlu~h he. is trying. to 
have r!!tifi_&l by tins Iniquitous bll!. I believ:e m natwnal defen~ei 
but tlus hill proposes the wrong kmd of natwnal defense. It wil 
iuake o_f. us .~ ~ictat~r nation, ·a militaristic nation, and dictatorships 
and ni1litanstw nations are exactly the antithesis of our form of 
go\'el:nment. They embody nJI that civilization is opposed to. 

Tlus proposed so-called amendment or extension of service to the 
Select~ve Training ~ervice ~c~ and .the ac~ itself would put our 
American manhood m a strmt Jacket If not m 11 shroud. For thou, 
sands it will mean suffering, disease, insanity, and death. 
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: The suffering of millions more will entail as a result of the loss 
of these dear mies, and dire poverty will follow in the wake should it 
be enacted. · This is the road not only to war but to revolution. 
· The subtle pleas of the interventionists and communistic pro

ponents of this measure should fool no one. It is a war measure, 
not a defense bill, and it jeopardizes the lives of every one in the 
United Stutes. The dictator powers it confers on the President 
should- ·be sufficient warning to all alert Americans to be on their 
guard. 

The proposed concentration of tremendous armed strength at home 
would make us an armed camp and invite war, but when this great 
power is placed in the hands of one man it at once becomes a menace 
to all our liberties. 

History is repeatinl! itself now with Roosevelt here. There is 
little doubt that the ~resident of the United States has committed 
the American people to war. 
If you gentlemen will believe me, I am not merely reading a state

ment; I am telling you something so important to the American 
people that I think I should be given the courtesy of attention. 
I want to say now that I have had to fight for every step of the way, 
and if you gentlemen-- · 

The CHAIR~rAN. Just a minute. 
Mrs. WATERS. Will you listen, please~ You gentlemen !mow me, 

and you know what I said at the time of the repeal of the embargo. 
You know that I have said that this is a Jew plot. You remember 
at the time of the repeal of the embar~o I said to you, "You are 
taking us to war," and you said, "No, tins is a peace measure." But 
the facts today prove it was the road to war. 

;Now, today, when you stand before the count_ry on this measure, 
th1s menns wnr. And you arc well aware that 1t means war. You 
cannot explain to the American people that it is a measure for 
peace. 

\Ve want national defense. We do not want our boys sent to war. 
We do not want to have such a crisis set up that will ratify this Jew 
plot, . 

I have presented you time and time again with the secret protocols 
of the Elders of Zion, which sho!w how hundreds of yenrs ago this 
very plot was being evolved, that now is being perfected by the 
New Dealers involvm~ the American people, written by the Jews 
with their pen dipped m the blood of Christinns, for the destruction 
of the world. 

This plan means n world revolution financed with our money and 
we are to become a part of the Soviet R<'public. \Ve are to join 
with Great Britain and Soviet Russin in the Jew plot of "union now" 
and Great Britain is to be defeated and surrender to Hitler. and 
then Stalin is to sweep the world, and we have the man in the 'Vhite 
Honse advocating this bill. I !!ave nske~ you before _and. ask yo!-! 
now that you will not listen to hun and brmg nb~ut a s1tuatJon until 
the American flag is supplanted by the ~mmums~ fla:;, an_d_ we. ~
come a part of the Union of Socinli?t Sov1et R<:pubhcs na m1htnr1sUc 
dictatorship and involuntary se1'V1tudc, and mnocent bloo~ ~ our 
people; I have a few more words to say, and I hope you w1lllisten. 

6123()--41-11 
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History is repeating itself now with Roosevelt here. Ther~ is little 
doubt that the President of the United States has committed th" 
American people to war. It has been disclosed that a secret pact 

·has been made beween the United States and Soviet Russia against 
Japan, and probably against the entire world, and there are other 
secret pacts. · . . 

I have offered you the White Papers discovered in the arclnves lll 
Poland

1 
in which they. said it was promised by the Jew Bullitt whose 

mothers name was Gross-Horowitz, that we would get into it. And 
we are going into it step by step no,w. But we will not go in unle.ss 
you take us in with this bill, and if we go in you have to take us m 
against our will. If they create any incidents, those incidents are 
Jewish plots for the destruction of this country by a planned "New 
Deal" or "New World Order" or the "Four Freedoms." 

The CHAIRMAN. Your time has expired. 
Mrs. WATERS. I will submit a brief containing the balance of it. 
General Marshall, who represents the President, of course can take 

hours, but poor women who represent millions of American people 
all over the country cannot be heard. 

Will you· give me another time to talk to you¥ I have a few more 
things to say. . . 

The CHAlRMAN. We have given you nearly an hour and a half. 
Mrs. WATERs. You have given me just 5 minutes. You have not 

ll"iven us anything like the amount of time you have given to the admin
Istration. 

The CHAIRMAN. We do not need your criticism here. 
Mrs.· WATERS. I think the American people are entitled to say a 

few things. 
The CHAIRMAN. Your testimony is going in the record as you have 

stated it. 
Mrs. WATERS. Then I will say this, Mr. Chairman, that you have 

always been courteous to me; you have been most courteous, but I 
hope you will let me have 5 minutes more. I never had any fight with 
any of you men on the Hill. · 

The CHAIRlrAN. You heard me say in the beginning that we are 
desperately pressed for time. 

M:rs. WATERS. I know. There was one other thinoo I would like 
to say, and that is that this bill is unconstitutional. " 

The CHAIR~<AN. The House is in session and I have a conference 
report on an important bill. ' 

Mrs. WATERS. May I extend my remarks and offer a further state-
ment! · 

The CHAml<AN. You can submit a memorandum to me and if I 
think it is proper, I will put it in the record. 

Mrs: WATERS. I have for _years submitted statements before this 
committee on measures, wh1ch have never been put in the record 
because they were too hot stuff for you. 
!h~ CHAlRMAN. The committee will go into executive session at 

thiS time. · 

. (The~upon, the co~i~tee proceeded to the consideration of execu
tive busmess after wh1ch It adjourned.) 

(The following was submitted for the record:) 



REMOVE RESTRICTIONS ON NATIONAL DEFENSE 159 

STATEMENT BY SEYMOUR ETKIN, SECRETARY, WASHINGTON 
KEEl' AMERICA OUT OF WAR COMMITTEE 

The Washington Keep America Out of War Committee Is a membership or
ganization seeking to enroll all those persons who agree with its purpose. 

It works for-
1. An amendment to the Constitution to give the people the right to vote 

for war or peace. In the meantime. Congress should authorize an advisory 
referendum before it votes to declare war. 

2. A negotiated peace-not an nppeasement-to·Hitler pence but a just pence 
for the belligerents and the conquered nations. 

3. \Vorld cooperation among nations with justice for all. 
4. An extension of democracy, civil liberties, and security at home. 
It works ngainst-
1. Armament economics. 
2. Extension of conscription or allowing it to become permanent in peacetime. 
3. Dangerous legislation that will draw us closer to the war. 
4. lnto1erance, racial discrimination, denial of worke:rs' rights, and infringe

ment of freedom of speech. 
The members of our organization are Governinent workers, non-Government 

workers, students, housewives. They come front almost every State in the 
Union. A1111inted to the Keep America Ont of War Congress, our group, like 
its parent, is organized to promote peace, to extend our democracy, and to 
strengthen our security aguinst want. It is unalterably opposed to. ·all 
dictatorships. 

KEEP AMEIUCA. OUT OF WAR CONGRESS 

Nation41 Olta£rman.->!ohn T. Flynn. 
Vice chtJirnu:.'fr-.-Oscar Ameringer, John Haynes Holmes, Paul Hutchinson, 

Bishop Paul Jones, Oswald Garrison Villard. 
Governing conunittce.-Devere Allen, Rabbi Pbllip S. Bernstein, Dr. Charles 

F. Boss, Jr., Dorothy Dunbar Bromley, Rev. Allan Knight Chalmers, Dorothy 
De~zer, Albert W. Hamilton, Sidney Hertzberg, Abr<:bam Kaufman, Frederick J. 
Libby, Minnie J,urye, Lenore G. Marshall, Mrs. Seth M. Milliken, A. J. Muste, 
Ray Newton, MUdred Scott Olmsted, Norman 'l"bomas, Bertram D. Wolfe. 

Sta".-Mary \V. Hillyer, executh·e director; Alice L. Dodge, organization secre
tary; Henry \V. Dyer, associate secretary; Fay Bennett, youth secretary. 

Mid· West otJlce.-740 Rush Street, Chicago, Ill., Kenneth Cuthbertson, executive 
secrctat·y. 

Washington office.-532 Seventeenth Street, Washington, D. C., Seymour Etkln, 
secretary. 

(Prepared by Washington cbapter, Keep America Out of War Congress, 532 
Seventeenth Street NW., Washington, D. C.) 

OR WAS IT CAMPAIGN OltATORY? 

It will be a breach of faith to the men In the selective service camps, to their 
parents, to their wives, sweethearts, and friends, if the Congress· extends the 
term of service of selectees. 

This Is the only conclusion one can draw after rereading tbe hearings for 
compulsory military training and service before tbe Senate Mllltney Alialrs 
Comm;ttee that were held In July 1940. 

It Is apparent that during the debate on tbe passage of the original Selective 
Service Act last summer many of those who appeared before this Senate com
mittee In support of tbe net ·did so with the understanding tbat tbe period of 
se1-vice would be only 8 or, at the most, 12 months. 

"Giant A1't»Y" 110t proposed.-One of the most ardent supporters of the Con
scription Act was Grenville Clark, chairman, National Emergency Committee
of the Milltsry T•·ainlng Camps Association of the United States, New York, 
N.Y. He was questioned as follows: 

"Senator REYNOLDS. How many men do you propose to draft in the first 
instance? -

"Mr. CLAllK. We are proposing nothing definite as to that, sir. Right there 
was another misapprehension, not on our part, but in the press, which I want 
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to clear away. There was •orne unfortunate publicity to the effect thut his bll! 
would create a "giant army." It hns no pUl'pose of that sort at all." 1 

At another point In his testimony before the Sennte ~Iilitary Affairs Com
mittee, Mr. Clark made the following statement: 

"We want to make sure that this bill Jlts into the existing structure. We 
have our Regular Army. We have the National Guard. This bill is not 
Intended to destroy or impair either. It Is Intended to help them. 

"Now this is the way we argued it out: It is lnconcelvnble that Congress
would pass a law that would just draft n few hundred thousand men out of om.
whole population and put them in a long service of enlistment, the enlistment 
of the professional soldier. That Is not democrnt!c and It Is not fair • • • '" 

Senator Burke, one of the sponsors of the net, was himself under the im
pression that only 8 months training would be required. Addressing Mr. Clark 
on the problem of returning men to civilian life, Senator Burlte said: 

"One otlter point in connection with that (the question of deferments for 
family men). I have had hundreds of letters from men within this age limit 
of 2I to 45 saying, 'What provision Is going to be made for me to get n;.y job 
back? I want to train. I will be delighted to go for 8 months but I hnve just 
worlted up into a steady job now. Am I going to start all over ognin at the 
foot as the res~t of this legislation when my 8 months' training is over?' 1" 

It wns obvious to Senator Schwartz, another supporter of the act, that th~ 
length of service would be but 8 months. During testimony by Col. Jul!us Ochs· 
Adler, Senator Schwartz aslted the rhetorical question: 

"Do you think tl18t a young American Is going to lose his pntt•!ot!sm and 
disregard the welfare of his country simply because he is struck on some girl 
and will have to be away for 8 months;"" 

Further In his testimony, Colonel Adler said: 
"And the other point on it, Senator [Burke], 'ts that Congress will have f()l 

appropriate for whatevet· men m·e called. And, we went even further, to 
indicate to the Nation thnt we were not trying to harness a permanent, tre
mendous army on them, by putting at the vet·y end of the bill t!t!s lnw is' 
only good for so many years, and has to be renewed. 
- "We are very sincere that we are not making any effort to make it 

permanent.''' 

· ·The qitest!ons that follow speak for themselves: 
<.· ·"Senuto~ GURNF.Y. Do you think that this 8 months' training period Is long· 
enough, or that it should be 12 months or some other number of months'] 

'.'General HASKEL. [Gen. 'Villiam N. Hnskell, commanding the New York 
NatioMI Guard]: • • • I think that 8 months' training, full-time training,. 
will do; will make a good soldier. I think that our average time was 9 months: 
In the last war and they ~ot a bod start. If we have the equipment to train 
them with, I think that the soldier can be trained in 9 months in any arm· 
of the servl~e.' 

• • • • • • • 
"Colonel ADLER. My thought on It is that 8 months would be just about the· 

right period, pnrticulnrly assuming, as we an agree, tha·t this is an emergency 
and that there would not be any holidays; the men would work on Saturdays. 
and \Vednesdays as they do any other time, and that the hours would be longer;
and I think you could get In in 8 months what in peacetime might take some· 
15 or 16 months.' 

• • • • • • • 
"Senator .DoWNEY. Before you leave that, may I ask this, Colonel? I under·· 

stand that It is yom· impression that with 8 months' training you can turn out 

1 Rear-Inn tor compulMrr mtlltary training and service before the Committee on Mllltary.· 
Aftntrs, United States Senate, July 3 G 10 11 and 12 p 18 

2 HPatlngs, Ibid., p. 35. ' ' 1 
' ' • • 

• Hearings. Ibid., p. 36. 
• Hearings, Ibid., p. 78 
• Hearings, ibid., p. 72. 
• Hearings, Ibid., p. 54. 
7 Hearings, ibid., p. 70. 
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" sol<ller who Is about as efficient in this new mechanized warfare as if he had 
had 2, 3, or 4 years' training'? Is that your conclusion 1 

"Colonel SANDE!IS [Col. Lewis Sanders, New York, N. Y.]. Under ordinary. 
pencetlme Army training methods ; yes. 1 

"Colonest FnosT [Lt. Col. Herbert H. Frost]. I recommend that the training 
.period be 12 months.'' 11 

Oost P"'" mam. (ig!!reiL on B.,nooths perloiL.-In calculating the costs of main
taining the selectees, 8 months' service was the basis used: 
· "Senator REYNoLDs. I want to ask what you think would be the cost per 

man of keeping him, feeding him, housing him, and instructing him; the cost 
.of these troops, as well as taking into consideration the transportation of the 
men into the camps. About what do you think would be the approximate cost 
per man 1 I think that the Congress nod these gentlemen are a little bit Interested 
In the costs. 

"Senator DOWNEY. Yes. 
"Colonel SANDERS. I do not have detailed information on that, sir; but I 

think Colonel Adler's estimates are between four and six hundred dollars per 
man for 8 months' training is pretty close to the truth. 

"Mr. Clark, I think, estimated tbnt ns about $400, did you not, :Mr. Clark? 
"Mr. CLARK. I think Colonel Donovan mentioned $400. I thought it was a· 

trifle low and we went over that further in the conference Inter in the day, 
"I think that Colonel Donovan agt·eed that that was a trifle low and that 

this figure that Colonel Adler mentioned of .~400 or $GCO for 8 months-not a 
year-let us not forget that It is figured out on that bnsis. I think thnt Is 
more like lt. • • • 10 

* • * * * * * 
"Senator REYNOLDs. That cost per man of about $400 for 2,000,000 men would 

.be about $800,000,000 aununlly. 
"Senator DowNEY. That is just for 8 months 
"Senator REYNOLDS. I meant to say 8 months. That would be $800,COO,OOO. 
"Colonel SANDERS. Yes, sir. 
"Senator .JoHNSON of Colorado. It would be $1,200,000,000 per year. 
"Senator DoWNEY. $1,200,000,COO a year, Senator." u 
Ed11ca.tors assumed 1 vear service.-Some of the leading educators of our 

Nation supported the conscription blll with the nnderstandlng that the period 
.of training would be 1 year or less. 

Dr. George F. Zook, president of .the American Connell on Education, Wash· 
!ngton, D. C., gave bls unqualified endorsement of the bill, but he also made 
tbls statement: 

"It Is our belief tbnt when a yonng man 21 years of age is called up and 
is enrolled tn college or in a university, the university wlll attempt to arrange 
his work so that be can complete it before he is actually selected or provide 
·some other way by which he can complete It after the 8 months of compulsory 
servJce ts over. 

"We think tbnt Is an Indication of the Intense desire on the part of the 
institutions to be as cooperative as possible in this situntlon.12

". 

Dr. Guy E. Snavely, executive director of tbe association of American Col
'leges, said bls orgnnizntion also favored tbe Selective Service and Training Act, 
but included ID his testimony the following: 

"Dr. Conant is a member of our board. I bad a long-distance telephone 
conversation with blm. yesterday, nnd be· plead with me to see that the ages 
18 to 21 be not tacluded in any military training or service, and furthermore 
be said, 'Piense use ali the Influence you bnve to give them an opportunity 
to have theJr schooling; not disrupt their schooling'; been use, after all, as I 
osald previously, that is a ~mali group, and if you take them out of school for 
·9 months, or 8 months, gr 12 months, a grent many ot them will lose ~! 
_hniJit of studying and never go back again, and we need educated leaders. 

• Hen rings, lbld., p. 83. 
0 Hearings, ibid., p. 303. 
10 H earlngs, ibid., p. 102. 
u Hearings, Ibid., p. 102. 
u Hearings, Ibid., p. 121. 

·.11 Hearings, Ibid., p. 133. 
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Oompul~01'11 military training tor a period, of from 8 to 12 11Wnfhs.-Ap
pearing on behalf of the American Federation of Government Employees, n 
union of Federal workers, Mr. Charles I. Stengle sni<l: 

"I want to say in the beginning of my remarks that the group which I repre
sent is 100 percent American and ready to do Its part in any way toward 

· furthering national preparedness. We have, however, without taking any 
decided stand on the question of compulsory mU!tary training, met with con
sldemble distress and disturbance of mimi over the question of what will 
happen to many of our people were they called in to compulsory military train
ing. Many of them have been employed by the Government for many years. 

· They have established their homes and are now paying for them, largely on 
the Installment plan. Many of them have families to support. Many of them 
have dependent fathers and mothers to support, nnd ns they look nt the picture 
from the outsid~ before this committee makes its report to the Senate of the 
United States they are wondering what wUI become of them were they ordered 
Into compulsory military training for a period of from 8 to 12 months [Italics 
supplied], and at the expiration of that pei1od flnd that their jobs are gone 
because of their absence from their daily work for the Government." u 

Idea "teas to sprea.d militm·y se,·vfce tTu·ouuhottt Nation.-Brig. Gen. Wlllinm _E. 
Shedd, ·Jr., .Assistant Chief of Staff, G-1 (personnel), War Department, had 

· this to say : . 
"* · • • I feel thut regardless of whether we con procure the men by 

voluntary- enlistments or not, the principles of selective service are so fair, so 
just, and so democratic, they produce the men we need nt the time we need 
them; they spread the requirements of milltury service over the entire personnel 
of the countr-y in. such a just and proper way that I believe that those reasons 
are so compelling we ·should adopt selective service even if we could fill our 
requireD?-ents by volunbuy enllstments.u 

STATEME..''"T oF FtlEDERICK J. LmnY, Exi!XJUTIVE SEiRmARY OF THE NATIONAL CouNciL 
FOR PREVENTION OF WAR, WASHINGTON, D. C. . ' . 

( Submilted ta the House Military Affairs Committee on the extension of the 
term of service of draftees, Reserve officers, tind the NaUouul Guard, and 
related proposa!s) 

JULY 28, 1041. 
Mr. Chairman and Members of the House Milltnry Affuirs Committee three 

proposals are before Congress: . . I 

1. To -extend indefinitely the term ot service of draftees,· National Guardsmen, 
and Reserve offtcers beyond the 12 months specified in the draft law· 

2. 1'o authorize an indefinite increase in the number of draftees beyond the 
present limit of 900,000 serving at any one time; 

3. To Jl'lrmit draftees in our Army to be sent anywhere In the world (the 
draft law forbids sending them outside of the "'estern Hemisphere and our 
possessions). 

Each of these proposals would give more power to the President at the expense 
.of Congress. The President would bold the draftees in the Army as long as 
he dee~s necessary. The President would determine the number of drnftec3 
to be conscripted: The President would have power to send the draftees to 
Europe, Asia, Afnca, Australia, or the islands of the seas. 

~ OONGBESS DEar..AlU!:S A NATIONAL EMERGENOY1 IT M~NS ALL~OUT WAR 

The President has asked Congress to declare a national emergency. The 
effect would be to pe~mit retention of draftees and, ns some Congressmen believe, C:d as we fear, sendmg them anywhere in the world, with the responsibility upon 

ogress. In any case, the moral effect of such ~declaration both abroad and 
at home, would be substantially that of a declaration of war ' 

The following argruuents are offered. in support of 'the Admlulstratlon's proposals: 
1. That the safety of this country Is Imperiled.; 

u Hearings, Ibid., p. 201. 
11 Hearings, ibid., p, 3G3. 
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2. That the· Army will "disintegrate" if the draftees go home at the end of 
their 1-year term of service; ... 

3. That the extension Of the term of service will not brenk faith with the 
draftees because the draft law itself provided that "whenever the Congress 
bas declared that the national Interest. Is. imperiled," the term of service can 
be extended. . 

~ppONJ!lNTS OF THE ADMINISTRATION'S PROPOSA~S DENY EACH OF THESE .THB.E:El OLAIMS 

(1) A little reflection shows that the country Is not in Immediate peril of• 
nttnck, since all potential enemies are occupied with their enemies nearer home; 
our immediate danger comes from the aggressive policies o( our own Government, 
which threaten to involve us in the European war via Iceland or in protecting 
British and other interests in the Far East. Some predict that we shall get into· 
the European war by policing La tin America. Our Army was not conscripted for 
these purposes. · 

(2) The Army will not "disintegrate" If we keep faith with the draftees, 
becnttse the Inductions into service· have been staggered. Of the first 000,000, 
800,000 have not yet been inducted and have a full year to serve. Nearly 400,000 
have only recently b2en inducted and have from 7 to 11 months to serve. Only 
19,000 wiJJ complete their term of service before the end of 1941, 13,COO .In 
November, and 6,000 in December. To fill the vacancies when tbes~ men go home 
n new draft of men who hnve reached 21ln the past yenr has just been held. 

With regard to the Natlounl Guard, the situation is equally favorable to keeping 
faith. Only 57 of the 156 units now in service will complete their 12 months 
befot·e the end of 1941. As for Reserve officers, only 55,000. willch Is approxbnately 
one-half of the number avatlnble, have so far been culled and they could be 
replaced with the ndvnntnge of giving training to the otbe1· balf.·· · • 

(3) The violation of faith iuyalved in these proposals Is so fundamental that 
the wording of the lnw fnils to touch the real Issue. 'l'hese men were inducted 
to defend this hemisphere and our possessions if nttacked. Both major poll tical 
parties hnd just adopted solemu .. pledge~ wb)ch meant that the cOnscriptS were 
not being called to fight in foreign wurs. _ • . 

The Uepublican plntfol·m said: "The Republican J?arty is firmly oppos~d to 
involving this Nation in foreign war." - · 

The Democratic platform said: "We will not participate in foreign wars, and . 
we wlll not send our Army, naval, or air forces to fight in foreign lands outside · 
of the Americas, except in case of attack." 

The President repeated these pledges ugaln and again and again before a single 
draftee -was called into senice. 'rypicnl is the following quotation fr.om the 
President's address in Boston, October 30, 194.0: "Your boys are not going to be 
sent into any foreign wnrs. They are gOing into training to form a ;force so 
strong that, by its \'ery existence, it will keep the threat of war far away from 
our shores. 'l'he purpose of our defense Is defense." 

The contract ~ith the draftees was bnsed upon these repeated pledges. We 
are breaking the contract and undermining their morale if we send them to 
fight and die in foreign lands. 

NOT CANNON FODDER FOR STALIN NOR FOR CHURCHILL 

These men are in danger of being betrayed also from another equally im
portant angle. Ther were not conscripted to fight for Stalin nor for Communism. 

, They were not con!Jcripted to fight for Churchill's war aims. They were con
scripted to· defend their own country. It is the duty of Congress to protect 
them in their righta · · 

BRITISH GENERALS LOOK FOB. ANOTHER A..E.F. 

The famous British generals, Wavell and Auchinleck, told Harold Denny, 
New York Times correspondent, that great American armies are going to be 
needed to defent Hitler. "Amerlcnn manpower will be needed In this war 
as much as In the la:-.;t," wns ~eneral Anchinleck's frank stutcment. 

OUTPOST THF.ORY l£EANS pOUC'JNO WORLD 

If the clabn is made that the draftees must be held in order ~ '::!en~~:: 
remote outposts as Iceland and perhaps the Azores. with a view carefuliY 
America from acl'OSs the ocean, one has only to examine this theory 
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to reject lt. Carried to Its logical outcome, this reasoning would require our 
Army to seize the Azores In order to protect the Atlantic and then seize Portu• 
gal in order to protect the A1.ores; our occupation of Iceland would lend to out· 
establishment of bases In northern Ireland and Scotland to gaard Iceland. To 
protect Alaska we should soon· be seizing bases In Siberia~ This Is old-fashioned 
Imperialism under a new name. Its logical end would be an attempt to pollee 
the whole world. Our draftees were not conscripted for any such purpose. 

KANSAs CITY, Mo., July 18, 19H. 
·tlON. ANDREW J. MAY, OhaiJ·man, House Military Affairs Oommtttec, 

United States Oonuress, Washington, D. C.: 
As commander In chief of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States 

I have just completed a tour that has taken me Into all parts of the country. I 
am confident America's overseas veterans of our pre\'ious wars heartily endorse 
Chief of Staff Genernl George c. Mm·shall's appeal for legislation tltut will 
retnin our present armed forces intact. 'Ve believe It is absolutely necessury 
to mntntni.1 our present Army forces Intact and to increase the present strength 
of the Army with addltlonnl personnel. We fnvor repeal of that portion of the 
selective service law which limits time and place of service for those men who 
have been and are being mobilized in our presC'nt national emergency. The men 
who compose our Regular Army, National Guard, and selective service units 
Lave been merged to create one great unified military force. Heleuse of any of 
these men at this time will destroy our entire army structure, creating utter 
confusion nnd chaos In the attempt to build an efficient military organlzntlon. 
This disintegration of our Army will greatly Imperil our national Interests and 
security. Such action would be as foolhardy ns complete demobilization and 
disarmament. If Congress permits destruction of the defense machine we have 
been building during this past year, we can be sure· the axis powers will be 
encouraged to bolder attacks upon our national welfare. The Amerlcnn people 
have already indicated their willingness to moire every necessary financial sric-
rifice for national defense purposes. I nm convinced the people expect Congress 
to support the expert advice and recommendations of our military lenders. 

Commander in Chief JosEPH C. MENENDEZ, 
Veterana of Foreign Wara of United States. 

Congressman Ar..'"DREW J. 1\·IAY, 

THE AMERICAN LEGION, 
Ern Booos PosT, No. 49, INC., 
Williamson, W. Va., July 24, 1941. 

W ashinoton, D. 0. 
DEAR CoNGRESSMAN: Attached hereto Is a resolution adopted by our post on 

Tuesday, July 22, 1941. It Is our unanimous opinion that the sentiments ex
pressed In the resolution should be the policy of our Government during present 
emergency. 

We sincerely trust that you will concur with us and that you will support 
the legislation pertaining to this subject. 

With best wishes and kindest personal regards, I am 
Sincerely yours, 

s. P. GOODMAN, 
Oommander Eph Bouo• Post, No. 49, 

tlte American.· Legion. 
BESOLUTION 

Whereas due to the world-embracing aggression of the Axis Powers, whose 
belligerent campaign Is rapidly encircling the democracies fn· Europe and 
threatening our own Government, a national emergency and .crisis exists; and, 

Whereas under the Selective Service Act, limitations and restl'ictlons relative 
to tenure of service are imposed on all selectees; nod 

Whereas manufacture of Implements and munitions of war bas not kept pace 
with the number of men Inducted into service and as a consequence, those 
men have not received the benefit of the military training to which they are 
entitled; and, 
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Whereas the nnttonnt crisis apparently beromes more ncute from clny to dn)· 
and a substantial Increase In tbe complement of the armies of tbe United 
Stutes nppenrs esseutinl to the safety of om· form of government, I'HthN' than 
a decrease that would be entailed by a dlsmissnl from the service or selectees 
and Nntlonnl Guard men who hnve served their 1 year; now therefore be it 

/lesQ/verl b/1 Eplt Jloguo Post, No. 49, De,rar/ment o( lVc.•t Virginia, lire 
Ame1'1~can L<wian, Thnt members of the Nntionnl Gunrd nnd pnrtleulorly selec
tees up to the uge of 28 yeurs, who ore now in the service of the Unttrd Stntes, 
he k(~pt in the Army so long ns the present eruerJ!:eJ\('y exists or until they have 
received adequate training with proper equipment for nctnnl combat; nnd, be 
it furtbet• 

Resolved, Thnt nddltfonnl enlisted men nnd selectees be Inducted iuto sen·lce 
ns rap'dly ns equi}lment und trninJng fncilith~s cnn be supplied nml that the 
mnxlmmn manpower or the Army be Wft to the discretion or the Chief of StuiT 
ot the United States .Army; nnd, be it further 

Resolvetl, Thnt n copy of this resolution be forwarded to Senntol's !{iJgol'e 
nnd Unsit>r, and Congressmnn Kee, of the Stnte of \V('St Virginia, Senators 
Barkley nnd Chnudh.•r, nnd Cou~r(!l'!smnn May, of the Sture of J{entll(•ky, nud 
to G. Stnnh•y H~tmrie udjutnnt of the Df~J).<J.t•tmf'nt of "'".-.st Yir~lnia, the 
Amerlenn Legion, for pnbllcntion in the West Virginia Legionnaire. 

X 


