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PROVIDING FOR THE NATIONAL DEFENSE BY REMOVING
RESTRICTIONS ON NUMBERS AND LENGTH OF SERVICE
OF DRAFTEES

TUESDAY, JULY 22, 1941

House oF REPRESENTATIVES,
CoMMTITTER ON MILITARY AFFAIRS,
Washington, D. C.

The committee met at 10 a. m., Hon. Andrew J. May {chairman)
presiding,. . :

The CratrmMaN. The committee will please be in order. Gentlemen,
we have met this morning for the purpose of considering House Joint
Resolution 217 and other similar resolutions [reading] :
to further provide for the strengthening of the national defense by removing
the restrictions on numbers and length of service of draftees, and for other
purposes,

We have this morning as the first witness Gen. George C. Marshall,
Chief of Staff of the United States Army.

The general is in the witness chair, and the chairman would like to
say to the general we would like to.have a, statement from him of the
reasons for the resolution; and, during the course of your testimony,
if you reach a point where you think some war secret 18 involved that
should not be disclosed to the public, you are privileged to say so
and to reserve that for further closed sessions of the committee.

Now you may proceed, General, and I am going to ask the com-
mittee to allow the general to complete his statement, after which he
may be subject to questions by members of the committee.

STATEMENT OF GEN. GEORGE C. MARSHALL, CHIEF OF STAFF

General MarsgaLL. Mr. Chairman, I have no prepared statement.
I have already testified twice before the Senate Committee on Military
Affairs. The first hearing has been printed, and I assume some of
you have read it. I do not know just to what extent I should repeat
myself, but I can be guided in that by your questions, if what I say
now is not sufficient for your purposes. :

I would like to begin with a reference to my biennial report covering
the period of my first 2 years as Chief of Staff. The recommenda-
tions submitted in that report were made by me at that particular time
and in that specific manner because the situation was so serious that,
in my opinion, it had to be brought before the people of the United
States. My recommendations were based on military necessity only,
and I was especially concerned that they be made in a manner that was
clearly nonpolitical. I consuited no one with respect to them and no
one knew that I was going to make them. I thought that my action
was in the best interests of national defense. _

1



-2 - REMOVE RESTRICTIONS ON NATIONAL DEFENSE

At first there were a number of instances where the statements pub-
lished in the press were not based on an actual reading of the report,
but rather on a hasty glance at headings of sections of the report.
One example was where I grouped certain specific recommendations
under the Eeading “Legislative Restrictions.” Apgarentl that head-
ing was read at a glance and the conclusion reached that 1 was recom-
mending an A. E.'F., and it was so circulated on the press wires. 1
was doing nothing of the kind. So far as I could express myself: 1
was definitely trying to eliminate any such idea from my recommenda-
iions, because it involves a most important matter of public polic
that should be settled only by the President as: Commander in Chiet,
and the Congress. I specifically endeavored to keep all political ques-
tions entirely clear of the problem of the necessity for the readiness of
the military forces for whatever service might be required of them.

I believe now that almost everyone is familiar with the administra-

“tive problem, the administrative impossibility of managing the Army
under the present limitations. I have repeated in my report, I have
repeated twice before the Senate Committee on Military Affairs, I
have repeated in conversations with legislators, and in informal dis-
cussiKns, the complications involved in the direct business of operating
our Army. )

At the present time, the situation is such that the problem is
not soluble without legislative assistance and immediate assistance,
at that. I am confronted every day by specific recommendations
of the Staff to do things that have fo be done involving shipping,
availability of tonnage, occupation of garrisons, and many other
considerations, and I am stymied as to a solutiop.

I have already spoken about the problem in Alaska and the prob-
lem in Hawaii, where National Guarg units are involved. Those units
happen to inc’lude all the various factors in this discussion. They
include Principall{ the National Guard on which there is a limi-
tation of 12 months of service; they include Reserve officers whose
service is also limited to 12 months, but which will be of varying dates
of expiration to that of the National Guard units; and they mclude
selectees on whose service there is a limitation of 12 months and,
again, a different expiration date from that of the National Guard
organization in which they are serving,

_As another examqle, I was being pressed by the War Plans Divi-
slon of the General Staff to commit myself to a plan for the de-
velopment of the garrison in Trinidad. At first we could send
troops down in small numbers only because of the lack of the nec-
essary shelter to guard their health, Now, we have the shelter and
the problem is to find proper units to send to Trinidad.

We have now in Trinidad, a National Guard organization whose
term of service will soon approach its limit. We have other
units which make up a total ofp some 1,200 men. That small gar-
rison should be reenforced immediately and brought up to an ade-
quate size, not only because of Trinidad itself, but because of its
location in the hemisphere defense plan and because of the necessit
of having troops available in that immediate vicinity. The loaicoi
units_for the gurpose are_hemmed about by the limitations I have
mentioned and I declined (and that is the way it stands at the
bresent time) to give my approval to the plan.
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Now, the question is not merely a matter of a proper plan which
may or may not be approved; it is a matter of ship tonnage, which
is & very complicated affair, in which not only the Navy but the pub-
lic interest is seriously concerned. At the moment we have an op-
portunity to use tonnage that can be diverted from some other
purpose. We have the shelter ready for the troops, but I must not
compromise the Army and, incidentally, the Navy by sending a unit
down there that will have to be brought back in a very short time.

The same problem has developed with respect to other garrisons
where the shelter has been cormpleted and is ready for troops. What
units are we to send ? ‘

I would like to ask you gentlemen to remember that we have onl
nine Infantry divisions in the Regular Army. That number is suﬂi)I
cient at the present time for our purpose, if we can use the other com-
ponents as a part of the Army and not as a separate grouping which
has to be given very different treatment from the remainder of the
" Army. Those nine divisions cannot carry the principal burden of
this complex situation, because even they have in their ranks selectees
under the limitation of 12 months’ service; and they have in their
ranks a large number of Reserve officers under the limitation of 12
months’ service. The problem is not solvable, as I have said, under
present limitations.

When I appeared before the Senate Committee on Military Affairs
I referred to the problem we had in connection with the garrisoninf;
of Iceland. Marines had to be sent. They did not belong there at all,
as they were trained for another purpose, but it was impracticable to
even consider sending any unit of the present Army for obvious
reasons. One was secrecy, so necessary for the protection of those who
went against the possibilities of hostile action, and the other wag that
we could not, at that distance from the United States, set up a com-
mand, that required constant transfer of personnel in large numbers,

I might say that most arrangements in Iceland must be completed
before October 1. That means that troogs must have arrived by early
September and have begun to move to their stations. To reach some
of the stations they must arrive even before the 1st of September, in
order to be able to reach the outlying points where they will remain
isolated for the following 6 months. They must take with them sup-

lies to last 3 or 4 months, Measured in ship tonnage Iceland is a

ong way from home. In other respects it is very close to the Western

Hemisphere. Limitations imposed by law made it out of the question
to send the unit that should have gone there, and, instead, marines
had to be sent. Now we have the problem on our hands of relieving
the marines—and they should be relieved—to free them for the duty
for which. they are specially trained. I do not know of a better exam-
ple of the complications of the situation in which we find ourselves.

The Congress last August and September took a step in further
developing our military policy as laid down in the National De-
fense Act of 1920 which even with its limitations put national de-
fense on a much sounder basis than formerly. The law as it stands
on the books today points the way clearly to what the further
moves should be. -

I have been disturbed by suggestions that we go back to the Civil
War proposition of bounties, or volunteers, and quack remedies or



4 REMOVE RESTRICTIONS ON NATIONAL DEFENSE

compromises of that character. I beg of you gentlemen not to re-

eat the colossal errors of that day. You have the laws on the
Eooks; you have your future course defined in those laws. The
answer 1s plain, as I see it. Are the national interests imperiled?
Does a national emergency exist? As I said before and as I say
now again, in my opinion & national emergency decidedly does exist;
in the opinion of the War Department, 1t does; in the opinion of
the President, it does. He has already declared an unlimited emer-
gency which, however, does not affect the military forces, because
under the laws governing the Army a national emergency must be
declared by Congress.

Our book of rules on personnel is a most complicated affair. I
never fully understand it; I have to have General Haislip and his
corps of pick-and-shovel men explain to me almost continually the
legal complications involved in any military action.

'zYou have laid down for yourseives in the law & course of action
which is logical, which is in contrast to the history of our past
errors, and which meets the present situation. I am most concerned
over temporizing, over expediency, over a patchwork solution, when
direct action is so clearly indicated.

Under half measures it is exceedingly difficult to develop military
forces because soldiers are only human; they read the papers. Like
2ll of us humans, with a little encouragement they can feel very sorry
for themselves. I have been one of them myself, have initimately
associated with them. As an illustration I would like to recite an
incident that oceurred shortly after I joined my first regiment, almost
40 years ago. I found myself on the coast of Mindoro in the Philip-
pines. An insurrection was going on and I was out with a detachment
of the Thirtieth Infa.nt_r{i We were quite isolated, and without any
service to help morale. No town, no ice in the tropics, no pay for 4
months, and not even a book or magazine supplied.

I, as a 21-year-old lieutenant, became the commander of that section
of the country, the highest command I held for about 30 years. Among
other things, I had to coal the boats that arrived periodically, and one
of those contracts to economize in funds, made by the Quartermaster
Department in Manila protected the crew against handling the coal
until it was delivered on the deck of the boat. That passed the buck to
the soldiers as someone had to handle that coal. Their ay was $13 a
month. They worked from the coal pile on the edge of the jungle to a
little flat-bottom boat—we had only one—and rowed that t ough
three-quarters of a mile of heavy surf to the ship, and laboriously trans-
ferred the coal to the deck of the ship. One day while working in 2
torrential rain a tall, lanky soldier from the mountains of Kentuc
paused in the middle of his shoveling job, with this comment : “I didn’t
see nothing like this on that damne recruiting circular.” My old first
sergeant suppressed a laugh, and flashed back the order to “kee your
mouth shut atpt(} shﬁvel foalA That’s your job.” That gave me 3 lasting
Impression of the Regular Army; what discipli -
abi}i’it.y meant in time%u of diiﬁcu"lrt,y. pHne meant, what depend

The Cramran. Was the first sergeant from Kentucky, too?

General Marsmarn. I may have moved him into that State from
Tennessee, Judge, when I thought of your constitutents, [Laughter.]

The first sergeant was from America. Almost any reaction can be
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gotten from young men under given circumstances. There is always
a certain degree of grousing that seems to be inherent in the soldier,
but does not detract from discipline if it remains within the bounds
of his unit. But there are times when the leader must command,
“Keep your mouth shut and shovel coal; those are the orders.”

There are many disagreeable tasks that our Army has accomplished
without comment, without notice or appreciation, throughout & lon
})eriod of years; there is a great deal that is going to be difficult an
nard to do in this program. But today, to have the men stirred up
and agitated by outside influences is a most unfortunate business be-
cause under those conditions soldiers are very apt to begin to feel
sorry for themselves. The business of the soldier, as I have found it,
involves mud, or extreme heat, and irritating dust. It involves miss-
ing meals, long marches, bad weather, insects, and discomforts. It
involves a great many inconveniences; it interferes with social affairs
and sometimes it very seriously affects personal relationships. All
of that is inevitable and is part of the life of a soldier. We have
tried 1n every way in this expansion to avoid the worst of these, to an
extent that has never before been attempted. The men have been
kept in a perpetual state of agitation from this and that report or
discussion. Yet we came out of the winter with the highest morale
I have ever seen in United States forces.

At the present moment we are undergoing a very depressing, a dan-
gerous experience. Yesterday afternoon I received a radiogram from
General Drum that he had issued these orders as Commander of the
First Army:

There appears to be an organized effort from some source outside the Army to
have petitions signed by members of the military forces and sent to the Congress
in an effort to oppose legislation proposed by the War Department to continue
the service of the National Guard and the Reserve cfficers in the service. Any

such action by those in military service violates the provisions of Army Regu-
Jations.

As you may have read in the press, some of those young men were
led into this business. We cannot continue to ignore such actions.
We must treat them as soldiers; we cannot have a political club and
call it an army. I regard these disturbing activities from outside
the Army, gentlemen; as sabotage of a dangerous character. I do
not wish to be held responsible for the development of the Army
under such conditions. -We must enforce disciplinary measures to
offset such influences, if the Army is to have any military value of
dependability as an army. Without discipline an army is not only
impotent, but it is a menace to the state.

1 do not want to see our young men victimized, misled into un-
soldierly conduct; I want to see them handled so that we can build
up a splendid American Army. I cannot bear the burden of re-
sponsibility of maintaining the diseipline and morale of our Army in
periods of uncertainty and agitation such as is now going on. There
is enough uncertainty at best 1n the military service, but today we have
the additional legislative uncertainties, together with a broadeast of
seeds of discontent. We ask you to reach a decision, to settle this
matter, and leave us the opportunity to train and develop the Army
for our national security. I realize the difficulties of your problem,
but the logical solution, to my ming, is so unmistakable that I do not
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see how sound, acceptable arguments can be developed against it, unless
you definitely determine to change our military system and maintain
a large professional Army. ]

At the moment I do not think of anything else to say. I would
be glad to answer your questions. .

The CuAmMAN. General, you made a statement with respect to the
difficulties of transportation or shipping facilities, and you were hav-
ing difficulties with that, due to the demands of the South American
commercial trade. That occurs to me as a problem that hooks into
the efforts of the Government of the United States to maintain proper
relations with the South American republics, which, as I understand,
at this time is a rather difficult problem also. Now, that confronts
you in one way from time to time?

General MarsgarL. Yes, sir.

The Cramman. I wish you would tell the committee just how far
the members of the Army that are in the selectee list or under the
Selective Service and Training Act have been infiltrated into the
Regular Army, and how they are intertwined with each other in these
various set-ups,

General MarsHALL. The number varies in the different divisions,
from a low in the First Division of 1 percent of selectees, up to the
Seventh Division with 79 percent of selectees. There are only 9
regular Infantry divisions——

The CramumaN, Have those figures been given to the Senate com-
mittee in their hearings?

General Hamsure, Yes, sir. -

Th&s CaAmMAN. Then I doubt if it is necessary to put them in this
record.

General MarsmaLL. In the armored divisions, selectees vary from
45 percent in the Second Armored Division, to 80 percent in the Fourth
Armored Division.

In the Second Cavalry Division, they are 61 percent; in the First

Cavalry Division, 87 percent.
. The engineers have had a tremendous expansion because of the great
increase of air forces and mechanized forces. Their expansion has
been greater than 1,000 percent, so we find in engineer units as high as
85 percent selectees. :

n that connection, in laboring with the possibilities of substituting
an Army command in Iceland in place of Marines, I found, when it
came to the engineers, there was no way I could meet the situation
without virtually demolishing 10 to 12 units in order to get 3-year men.
Even then, T would have had a unit that was not trained ot all as a
team. It would have been very unwise to send to that eritical point
a group of men who have had no unit training.

Apropos of this problem, there has been talk of a volunteer system
or remedy. We have been getting volunteers as rapidly as we could
and we have not reached yet the number of 3-year men we need. Our
most successful period of recruiting was during the debates on the
Selective Training and Service Act, which gave a great impetus to vol-
unteering; while at the same time there was a tremendous recruiting
campaign being conducted by the Adjutant General’s Department,

- That campaign produced somewhere around 39,000 a montﬁ, but we

ﬁg:gggd & total of approximately 600,000. To date we have gotten
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‘With reference to comments I made on the development of the Arm
and the national-defense system, based on the logical manner which
our laws now permit, it might be of interest to outline for you gentle-
men our experience in the World War. You must recall that we were
protected on the sea in a large measure, and even after we landed in
France we were behind the armies of Great Britain and of France.
We were provided with all of our matériel after we landed. We were
not involved in shipping abroad great masses of ammunition, guns,
and heavy equipment of all kinds, but were provided with them on the -
other side of the water. The situation then was exactly the opposite
{o what it would be now. I sailed with the first convoy. I received a
telegram to report at the Pennsylvania Station in New York to meet
my division commander. I had never heard of his division; I had
never served with its commander, I happened to bg in New York as
aide to the general officer at Governors Island, so I was directed to
meet the division commander at the station, but for what Eurpose I
then did not know. I met him and found that my desk at Governors
Island was the only headquarters available for the next 18 hours. I
discovered that we were going to France and that I had been assigned
to the general staff of the division. The division commander did not
even have tables of organization for his unit, which, I believe, were
prepared by General Palmer, who is here today and who was then in
the War Plans Section of the General Staff.

Units began to arrive from various sections of the southern border.
They were 80 percent recruits, who had received their weapons, in
many instances, after they had gotten aboard the train. The trains
were pulled into the Jersey Meadows and then moved to Hoboken
where the men were herded aboard recently acquired fruit boats
which had not at the time been fully prepared to be troop transports.

We were being mobilized; we were being concentrated; we were
starting on an e:iﬂedition 3,000 miles from home, and not until we ar-
rived in France did I ever see what our organization was. I remem-
ber specifically reading about a trench mortar unit. I had never seen
a trench mortar and yet here I was a general staff officer of the divi-
sion which contained such an organization.

General McNair, who is now the man, principally responsible for
our present training program was another general staff officer of the
division, and he and I labored at length with the divisional organiza-
tion to see what it meant. We couldg not communicate with the other
boats, because wireless was not permitted, to avoid the possibility of
our being picked up by a submarine, so it was not until we landed in
France that we were able to find out what the other boats in the convoy
had on them,

We were especially interested in the trench mortar unit. Did the
have weapons? We wanted to make sure. We discovered that all
they had was a typed table of organization, and a group of willing,
courageous, untrained men. They had never seen the weapons, knew
nothing about their employment, and there they were, 3,000 miles
from home, in France, with 80 percent recruits in their ranks, That
is the way we went to war in 1917,

I have been fighting against the repetition of such an experience in
the development of our present .

Later on we had to organize our ery corps and our armies on the
battlefield. I was in the middle of that picture, and I know what it
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meant in terms of casualties. I saw 27 of our 29 divisions in action. I
know just what our lack of preparation cost. The members of those
divisions do not know because of the limited sectors in which they
were confined. Everybody did his best, showed high courage and
American initiative, but we lost men in a way that never should have
happened. Our strength and effort were dimmed by the fact we
were compelled to do these things without the essential preliminary
training which we are trying so hard to give our Army today.

It is so unfortunate, so unfair, that just at a time when we are
building an army I have to fight a problem of morale for which I per-
sonally am to be held responsible. I refer to the inspired agitation
that is going on among the troops.

I may be expressing myself too forcibly, but I feel very deeply about
the situation, I am responsible and must be held responsible. But, L
submit, we have the procedure already set out in the law, and we
ought to follow it, and not dodge the issue.

The Cruairman. Now, General it is being argued and carried in the
press and in the Congress and elsewhere that Congress made a con-
tract with the draftees to remain 12 months and then be sent back
home. I would like to call your attention to subsection B of section 3
of that act, which reads:

Bach man inducted under the provisions of subsection (a) shall serve for a
training and service perlod of 12 consecutive months, unless sooner discharged,
except that whenever Congress has declared that the national interest is im-
periled, such 12-month period may be extended by the President o such time as
may be necessary in the interests of national defense,

Now I thought you stated, if I did not misunderstand you, you pre-
Ferred that Congress pursue the simple remedy of passing such a
Tesolution, declaring that the national interests are imperiled, rather
than to undertake to amend the act. Was that your suggestion?

General MarsmaiL. That is my suggestion.

The Cwxamrman, I think I quite agree with you on it, although I
have not stated that as a final conclusion.

General MarsHALL. I was going to make more than a mere sugges-
tion because if the Congress attempts a patch-work procedure, it will
}Inrobabl do permanent, seripus harm to the development of the Army.

f you delay 3, or 4, or 5, or 6 months in finding a solution you are
just postponing the problem. In reality, you are doing more than
that because you are putting me in the very difficult position of tryin
to develop an army subject to all sorts of limitations, agitations, ang
uncertainties. You gentlemen must admit that it 1s disturbing to
have these questions remain long in a state of uncertainty, of debate,
and of public misrepresentation in one way or another.,

X have received, quite naturally, an extreme reaction since my
biennial report was issued. Most of it followed the newspaper head-
Lines to the effect that I was recommending an A. E. F. for Europe.
Nobody suggested where I was going to get the necessary ship ton-
nage for such an expedition. Apsarently no one read the recom-
mendations in my report. I would like to read the classification of
that mail into the record. Of unfavorable comments, I received 241.
Sixty-three came from New York State, and 53 of those from New
York City. Twenty-four came from Illinois, and 20 of those from
the city of Chicago. Eighteen came from California, nine of them
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from San Francisco, and eight from Los Angeles. Sixteen came from
Pennsylvania, and 10 of the 16 were from the city of Pittsburgh.

- A large number of those unfavorable communications were post
cards couched very much in the same language. Certain of them
came from specific districts. For example, quite evidently a large
number of the post cards came from & particular little group in Brook-
lyn, apparently of German stock. large number came from the
vicinity of Passaic, N. J. One hundred and seven of the unfavorable
comments stressed the abrogation of a supposed contract or promise to
which you have just referred, Mr. Chairman. Fifty-five, or 23 per-
cent, were marked by extreme personal abuse or threats of violence
against the President or the Chief of Staff. Twenty-one percent
%)ndelil]med the A. E. F., and another 10 percent were distinctly anti-

ritish, ,

In the opinion of those who analyzed the mail, the following points
gave evidence of collusion: Frequent and exact duplication of ideas
and themes. That was particularly true in the post-card campaign.
Frequent duplication of phraseology, sometimes exact and sometimes
slightly varied in terms, gom the same locality. Frequent expressions
over German signatures, of bund and Christian Front attitude. There
was g petition bearing 20 names obviously all written by three or four
individuals. There were a number of instances where two or more
letters were written by the same person and mailed from different
post offices.

These people labor under a confusion of information and opinions,
correct and incorrect, as to what the terms of the law actually are
and as to what, of course, the degree of the emergency is.

It is, I think, out of the question for me to spread on the open record
all of the facts in our knowledge. There are two general types of in-
formation. One comes from a great many small items that must be
put together like a jigsaw puzzle which indicate with reasonable
clearness, a general line of action which threatens our best interests.
Then there are other items of information which are direct and com-
plete in themselves and conclusive as to purpose.

I am under pressure to inform the people, at least to give our repre-
sentatives in Congress this information. I believe, gentlemen, that
such an exposure would be most unwise,

The CramMaN. You may reserve those,

I have received, quite naturally, an extreme reaction since my
report, I believe, to the fact I thought such action on my part would
be decidedly against the public interest. In the first place, there
is the great risk of stirring up a violent reaction on the Yart of the -
public. I referred to the fact that we had had several instances
of that kind in our history. My hope is that we can meet the issue
in a calm, businesslike manner. My purpose is solely the security
of this hemisphere. 1 am interested in America and, because I am
interested in America, I am also interested in the British Fleet, to
put it coldly and selﬁshly. I do not want to see us stumble into
a line of action. I want to see this country take deliberately, and I
hope wisely, the various precautions and mesasures that the Axis
Powers hope we will not take. Their disappointment or discourage-
ment is my desire. They are capitalizing on our debates and delays;
they are capitalizing on the difliculties we are experiencing in crys-
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talizing our Army and our people into a unified force and not a
collection of differing groups. They are advertising our weaknesses
in a tremendous campaign of distortion and misrepresentation, which
started 2 years ago, at least, and which now has reached a maxzimum
of intensity in the Latin-American countries. )

I want to see us proceed in the wisest way we can determine upon
and not have us stumble along, aimlessly, hoping against hope. In
other words, I want to see us protect ourselves against errors of our
own choosing.

To me there is a wide difference between a national emergency
and a state of war. A state of war does include a national emer-
gency, but a national emergency does not necessarily include a state
of war. A frank recognition of the existence of a national emer-
gency gives us the authority to take the necessary measures, to fortify
ourselves against trouble, to place ourselves in a position of such
strength that our voice in this troubled world may possibly be deter-
mining, _

The Cramrman, General, I think as leader of the armed forces of
the United States I should ask you one question, in order that you
may be placed in a proper light before the publie.

s I remember it—and I think the hearings will disclose it—when
you appeared before this committee last year to advocate the Selective
Service and Training Act, you then urged and argued very vehemently
to the committee that anything else than a 3-year training period
would perhaps be unwise, but you accepted the other as a compromise ?

General MarsiatL. No, sir; I said I regarded 18 months as the
minimum.

The Caamrman. That is right.

General MarsuaLL. I went on to say that I would be willing to com-
promise on 15 months but that we must have at least 12 months, I
went from cold military reason to plain political expediency. I wanted
the Selective Training and Service Act to pass and for that reason
alone I was willing to compromise.

. The CuarrmaN. I remember it very well now, since you recall it
0 me.

General MarsuaLr, Of course, there should be a well-understood
proportion between the number of 3-year men and the number of
selectees. What I am fearful of is a mandatory type of legislation
that will tie our hands and force us into an inflexible procedure which
is against efficiency or impracticable of administration. Allow me to
illustrate what I mean. Some months ago I directed that 50 percent
of the Reserve officers on active duty be released after completion of
the 12 months’ period of service. What we were trying to do, what
General Haislip and the Personnel Division were urgent%y press’inrr us
to do, was to rotate the officers on active duty so that we could brin
in and train some 30,000 Reserve officers who had not yet been calleﬁ
to active duty. The commanders in the field are more or less opposed
to that procedure. The strongest protest came from the head of the
armored force, who wanted his percentage of turn-over decreased to 25
percent, because of the special nature of his force. I compromised on
40 percent. I wanted, and the Personnel Division wanted. to bring in
other Reserve officers in order to build up a trained reserve of officers
Such a plan also permitted us to attend to cases of hardship; it per-:
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mitted us to systematize our selection and dévelopment of officers. It
hagd the great advantage of being able to be carried out without de-
stroying efficiency, because we did not have to meet deadline, like, for
instance, the 2 years’ foreign-service tours in the Philippines. We
must get men back to this country before the expiration of the 2 years
or be 1n violation of the law,

Exactly the same idea applies to the selectees. My report was dis-
torted by assuming that I was proposing to increase the Army by
900,000. Ihad nosuchidea. We do not want to increase the Army by
900,000 at this time. 'We could not take that additional number at the
present time because of lack of shelter; also, we must stabilize our
existing units in order that their training may be completed. We
prefer to have our existing units reach as high a state of efficiency as
possible, rather than to take them apart, spread them into a larger
number, and start all over again. 1 had a similar problem in the
development of the armored force. We had two divisions almost a
yeer old and two additional divisions organized just this spring. Qur
plans provided for two more this fall if the matériel could meet that
schedule. Could we afford to draw cadres for these last divisions from
the first two, or should we leave those two intact and untouched, and
make the second two organized this sglring assume the burden of the
development of the remaining two divisions? The answer should
depend on the international situation and should not be compromised
by some legal stipulation.

We wish to pass the selectees out of the service as rapidly as we
can after they have completed their 12 months of service. We defi-
nitely wish to take the older men out 2s rapidly as we can, and we
think we can almost meet a dead-line with respect to them. We think
we can release some of them ahead of time, both to our advantage,
and also to theirs, We are settling hundreds of cases a month now of
selectees who we are returning home before the completion of 12-
months’ service, for a variety of reasons. You are familiar with the
procedure. When a case of hardship comes to our attention, it is
sent to the local Red Cross chapter nearest the man’s home. They
make an investigation of the case, and also consult with the local
induction board. A military review is made of the facts in the case,
and the War Department makes a decision in the matter,

The units of our field forces have different priorities, dependin
upon probable tasks that have been assigned them and also depend-
ing upon their location. In those divisions that are on a low priority
as to the possibility of use, we can proceed with speed in the replace-
ment of selectees. In those divisions engaged on special work or
located ‘so that sea transportation is involved, we might be behind
schedule. We want to be able to use our own judgment in applying
a flexible rule. If we are compelled by law to meet a mandatory
deadline we will be in a hopeless situation and will have to do many
things actually against the public interest. There has been a good
deal of talk at cross purposes. The very things that have been talked
.about in opposition to this resolution are the very things that we want
to do not as incidental to the immediate public demand but for our
own purposes. We want to bring in new selectees, so it follows that
‘we must release men in order to make room for them,
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The same iden applies to the officers in the National Guard. We
want to release, on tEe completion of 12 months’ service, a number of
those lieutenants in the National Guard who received commissions
without adequate preparation. We can also relieve hardship cases
among the officers of the guard. Those released can be replaced by
Reserve personnel ; and by what we know 1s going to be the perfectly
splendid product of the officer candidate school, I have been told
tEat the first group at the Infantry School is the finest looking lot of
men ever assembled there.

1 can handle our men on a fair basis, but if you say “on September
29 you must do this,” then I say that you may be imperiling the na-
tional interest. You must trust in my good faith, in our professional
comon sense. I have tried to be very frank. The War Department
has been scrupulous in its efforts to meet, as far as possible, the desires
of Congress. Though encompassed with too definite and too numer-
ous laws, we have not tried circumlocution nor evasion,

The Cratrman. General, if I understand your position, it is simply
this: That you are trying to build an armed force sufficient for the
adequate and proper protection of the United States and the Western
Hemisphere; and that unless this legislation is enacted you will have
military roblems arising that you cannot solve without it.

General Marsuacr. That is entirely correct, sir.

The CramrMaN. Any questions, Mr. Thomason

Mr. TmoMAsoN. Just one or two. I should like for the record
General, & few more figures. What is the approximate strength of
the Army today?

(?e]neml Haisute. One million four hundred thousand, approxi-
mately.

Mr, TraomasoN. How many of those are Regulars today?

General Hasup, Four hundred and seventy-six thousand, sir.

Mr. TraonasoN. How many National Guard? You can give just
approximate figures.

eneral HaisLie, About 260,000.

Mr. TromasoN, How many selectees?

General Harsure. About 600,000,

Mr. TnomasoN. How many Reserves?

General Haistre. About 50,000 Reserve officers.

Mr. TromasoN. How many of the National Guard, selectees, and
Reserves would be affected, would be released, within the next fow
months if some legislation is not passed ¢

General MarsuarL. In the first place, I must have aboard boat by
August 1 the relief for a National Guard regiment of some 1,400 men
in Hawaii. That relief consists of a Regular Army unit with ‘about 45

ercent selectees in its ranks who will have to be returned to the United

tates, under present law, in about 415 months. The unit in Hawaii
should be aboard ship by the 15th of August in order to reach home
in time for demobilization in accordance with present law.

M. TromasoN. How many men are aﬁecteg by that situation?

General MarsmaLL. I am talking now about the relieving regiment.
Forty-five percent of its strength will have to come back in 415 months.

As to the National Guard regiment that must be relievzed 1400
men would have to be back in the United States by the 1st of Sept:smi)er
in order to be able to accomplish their demobilization by the end o
their 12 months’ service in accordance with existing law. The same sit-
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uation exists in Alaska and in the Aleutians. 'We have there a regi-
ment of National Guard coast artillery which must be back in the
United States by the first of September. For its relief the only unit
that has a proper degree of training, together with adequate equip-
ment, is -another National Guard regiment, and that regiment that
should leave the United States about the 5th of August must return to
the United States about the end of December in accordance with
‘existing law.

Mr. Tromason. You are now referring to Alaska?

General MarsmaLL. I am referring to Alaska. We have a National
Guard regiment of Coast Artillery in Trinidad. I am not familiar
with the exact date on which it will complete its 12 months’ training,
but I think it is September 16. On that assumption, we will have to
start to relieve it by the 18th of August. The relief unit will also
carry selectees who will have to be returned.

Mr. TromasoN, What is the situation in the Philippines, Panama,
and Puerto Rico?

General Marsaarr, As to the Philippines, the garrison there is
composed solely of 3-year men. There are a number of Reserve officers
who are on active duty with their consent. As we can order a Reserve
officer to active duty for 1 period of 12 months only,-it would not
be worthwhile to send him as far away as the Philippines. There is no

articular problem at present in the Philippines, nor is there a problem
m Panama.

Mr. THOMASON. You need not testify along this line if you do not
think it necessary, but I just want to find out if you are Foing to
have anything left in these outlying possessions except skeleton or-
ganizations, if the selectees and the National Guard go home at
the end of 12 months.

General MarsgaLt. We are on a sound basis in the Philippines and
‘in Panama, and in Hawaii, with the exception of the National Guard
unit I discussed. However, I have had to find additional available
units. I am due to send additional men to Alaska. I approved their
going just the other day.

"~ I have formed two regiments that I can send. They must be gotten
there in the summer season, so I am sending units now that will have to
be bronght back in 6 months.

Mr. TuoMmasoN. In other words, practically all of your regiments
are integrated and they are mixed up as between Regulars, selectees,
and National Guard.

General Marsparn, Exactly that, and I am trying to get them all
unified into one army. )

Mr. TroMAasoN. As T understand it, you say that the men of 28
years of age are going to be released as early as possible?

General MagszaLL, Yes, sir, I think we can do that with great
promptness, too.

Mr. TaoMAsoN. What is the situation with regard to married men?

General MarsmaarLL. Very few of them were taken into the service
in the first place.

Mr. TroMAsoN. And you expect to relieve all hardship cases.

General MarsaarL. Yes, sir.  We are doing it to some extent now,
but will give a broader application to our policy if the periods of
service are extended.

81280—41—2
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Mr. Tromason, Where the cases are meritorious? ]

General MARSHALL. Yes, sir. We want to release certain men for
still another reason so long as we are not in an actual state of war.
A man who is suffering a hardship by a continued absence from home,
adversoly affects all of those around him. It is better for morale to
release him.

Mr. Traomasox. I observe the resolution says that Congress hereby
expressly declares a national emergency exists to the extent and for
the purpose only of authorizing the President to exercise the same
authority he now has under the selective service law. o

It also confirms your statement that you do not have in mind any
A, E. F,, or anything in the world except adequate and necessary
defense of the country.

General MarsaALL. Yes, sir.

The Cramaan. May I interrupt there, if the gentleman would

ield to me, to say that this resolution which X introduced yesterday
1s an exact duplicate of the one introduced in the Senate with the
exception of the words just quoted by Mr. Thomason, “to the extent and
for the purpose only.”

General Marspars. I would like to have General Haislip make a
tentative answer to that.

General Haisuie. Mr. Chairman, we have made a very hasty stud{
of the resolution this morning, and we feel that it will not accomplis
our current objectives. In the first place, it will not authorize the
holding nor the calling of the National Guard of the United States
in service. And then, secondly, it is probably insufficient to authorize
the holding of the selectees, because it does not declare that the
national interest is imperiled, which is the condition set out in the
Selective Training and Service Act.

The CuamsaN. This resolution was introduced hurriedly. The
committee will draft its own form, before it gets through with it,
based upon all the testimony that we get. And we are glad to have
that testimony.

Mr. Axprews. Mr. Chairman, I move that the committee go into
executive session for such questions as any members of the com-
mittee may wish to ask the general.

The Cramaan. Without objection, the Chair will order that the
committee go into executive session.

2There was no objection.)

Before the executive session was called to order, the following
occurred :)

Mr. Crasow. I think we ought to go ahead and let the general
answer such questions as he can answer without going into executive
Sess1on,

The Cuamaran, The Chair has already directed that eve
but Members of Congress and Army oﬂicstrars. ryone loave
. Mr. CrasoN. The public apparently has a one-sided picture of the
situation, and any questions asked now, even though they are proper
questions, cannot be brought to the attention of the public.
The Craman, The Chair already thinks, Mr. Clason, that the

ﬁ?leml has already told some things that ought not to have been
old.

Mbr. Crason. That is up to the general.
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The Cuairmax. I understand that, but the Chair disagrees with
the gentleman. The public will please retire. That does not apply
to Members of Congress and Army officers.

(Whereupon the committee went into executive session.)

Y'1‘he CuamrmanN. We will hear next Mr. Grenville Clark, of New
York.

Mr. Clark, will you state whom you represent and your associa-
tion, and then proceed with your statement with respect to this reso-
lution %

(The following testimony of the witness, Gen. George C. Marshall,
was heard in executive session:)

EXECUTIVE SESSION

The Cmamman. Mr. Thomason, had you finished questioning the
General?

Mr, TaomasoN. I want to ask one other question. Then, as I
understand it, you say to this committes as Chief of Staff of the
United States Army that you do not think, but that you know, from
information that perhaps you cannot divulge to anybody—at least
some of it—that the national interest is imperiled and that some
sort of legislation of this character is necessary?

General Marsgarr, Emphatically so, sir.

Mr. THoMasON. You do feel certain that the national interest is
imperiled, and that this legislation is necessary?

feneral MARsHALL. Yes, sir.

Mr. THonasoN. Would you like to elaborate further as to troop
movements or troop integration, whether on the record or off the
record ?

In other words, all of us want to know the necessity for this and
the reasons for it.

General MarsgALL, In a discussion off the record, I mentioned
a comparatively small number of troops in connection with reserve
garrisons. I used the example of a couple of regiments.

Mr. Kmpay. I made that suggestion, and that 1s why I wanted
to get the rest of that story for the record, if you think it proper.

General Marsgarr. I also stated that there is 2 considerable num-
ber of troops that must be sent to Alaska, and the commander on
the west coast is trying to get them off right now. The situation
demands it and I have ordered him to send them. We think we can
modify or fix up the existing shelter sufficiently to provide for them.
But I had to put a stay of exccution on several regiments because
the only suitable units that are available must be demobilized in Sep-
tember and October. I still have to provide the garrisons, so I
must wait for the decision here. I have told Genera% DeWitt to go
ahead with his other shipments. He wants to get them into their
stations in time for the men to establish themselves, in a pretty harsh
climate, before the cold of the early fall

I have already referred to the fact that 2 number of men are due
1o go to Trinidad. The War Department wants to send them within
the next 10 days, because the tonnage happens to be available at the
moment. I think the number is about 6,000 for Trinidad.
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None of those units ean be sent without our being involved in the
complication of existing lega,l limitations. " .

We have men to go to Newfoundland. We are only waiting until
the shelter there is aglittle further advanced. Then we must rush them
up shend of cold weather. They ought to be there now. Again we
are involved in the limitations of the law. The same condition ap-
plies to a number of the other bases.

(Discussion off the record, )

General Manrsgarr. I still have the problem of the relief of the
Marines in Iceland. I must not go into the matter of strength. .The
German secret service is endeavoring to determine the English
strengths there, and X must not advertise it here.

Mr. Fapprs. General, I notice in your report, you make a statement
to this effect, that you believe the material phase of this program
is much better understood than the personnel phase.

General MarsnaLL, Yes, sir.

Mr. Fapois. That is, of course, very dangerous in this country. X
believe that the people will become firmly entrenched in the view-
point that we can meet this situation merely by an output of matériel.
And if we do as you would like to have them under the circumstances,
it would certainly increase the appreciation of the people of the
United States in the personnel phase of the situation.

General MarsuaLL, Yes, sir,

My, Fapois. Furthermore, I notice in your report——

General MarsaaLL. May I add to that?

Mr. Fappis. Surely. '

General Marsitarr. One of the great difficulties we labor under
is that the public does not understand that matériel is worthless un-
less there is a highly trained personnel to operate it. People do not
see the difference between a force in France in 1918, in a stabilized
sector, and the fast-moving team which mechanization and air render
necessary, and which require far more training, far more develop-
ment, than the slow-moving tactics of the old World War. They do
not recognize what an Army corps is, nor what a tremendously com-
plicated agency it is; how much territory it covers, nor the diffi-
culties under which it operates.

The difference in our Yroblem as compared to that of the Navy,
for example, is this: Only a team can fight a ship and it requires
much technical preparation to develop that team, both as to the indi-
~ vidual’s knowledge of his job, and as to coordination among the

members of the team. The team has to be so developed that de-
spite the shock of battle, explosions, and so forth, it will continue
to function according to a prescribed procedure. However, nobody
runs from a ship, because there is no place to run and hiding in tha
hull is of no advantage. The ship is full of buttons and fixed
gadgets that the electrical companies have built into them. And,
Mr. Faddis, T think you will agree with me, that you never saw 2
button on a battlefield. There communications are not welded or
huilt into the structure. They are scattered over the face of the
earth. Your first glimpse of a modern battlefield would be when
you plupge'forwarcf on it. You do not see the artillery unit that is
supporting you. You may never see it in your lifetime, yet it is

-
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the unit that has to pour down the artillery fire at the place and
the time you need it.

There 1s an added complication, in complete contrast to the naval
problem. A hostile vessel will lie somewhere between the horizon
and your ship, and you fire directly at it. We have the problem of

ractically never seeing our target straight to the front, because as
ar as possible the machine guns and the other weapons fire from
enfilade, and are behind the hill or cover to your front. All of
which presents a tremendously difficult problem and all of which
requires a tremendous development of technique and the highest
standard of discipline. Our men must be hardened and trained
until they will respond to orders to do what they think is not humanly
possible to do.

We have had some tragic examples in our history of good men,
sound men, being involved in humiliating reactions on the battle-
field and the very same men performing magnificently at a later
date, when they had been thoroughly organized and trained. We
had such situations in the Civil War. In fact, most of the Union
army ran into the arms of Congress I think after the first Battle
of Bull Run. And yet later on those same men did some of the
heaviest fighting and took the heaviest punishment in the history
of the world, But it took years to develop that state of discipline.

The personnel phase, as you say, has been dwarfed by the material
phase. The public interest has been focused on statistics, on huge
sums in billions, and in debates as to whether the schedules are all
that they should be, as to whether the weapon is the right type
or not,

Mr. Faops. Do you not believe the reason for that is this, that
they are guilty of exactly what they accuse the War Department
of being guilty of, all the time, in that they are always thinking
of the next war in terms of the last war. :

General MarsHALL. Yes, sir.

Mr, Fappis. The public has its mind fashioned on the World War
and the systems and methods used in the World War. The public
in general has failed to grasp the idea that warfare today is geared
to the spirit of the times, the machine age.

General MarsaaLL. Yes, sir.

Mr. Fappis. Further along that thought, I gather that the actual
training program has been badly broken into because it has been
necessary to reach into the various outfits you had when it started, and
take out valuable personnel and transfer them around to the new
increments as they came in, and that it has been necessary as to many
of these units to break them up and make them into units of a differ-
ent, character because of the change in the methods of warfare.

For instance, I sea in your report where you broke up 17 cavalry
divisions, I believe it was?

General MarssaLL. Four cavalry divisions.

Mr. Fappis, Seventeen cavalry regiments, I believe.

General MarsuaLr. Yes, sir. :

Mr, Fabpis. And you made them into mechanized cavalry and
tank units and field artillery, and so forth. So that has interfered
with the training program up to this point. And because of the
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necessity of this reorganization and because of the necessity of reach-
ing in and getting valuable officers and noncommissioned officers, and
transferring them around, our training program really has not
reached the state of efficiency that it might have if that had not been
necessary. ’ . . )

General MarsaaLL. Yes, sir; that is correct. The National Guard
infantry divisions were kept as clear of changes as possible in order
to give them a full opportunity for development. The special units
that you refer to were converted into corps cavalry, half mechanized
and Dalf horse units, and also into antiaircraft units. All Regular
units had to provide cadre after cadre for the development of new
units or for the setting up of the great replacement training centers—
all of which interfered very seriously with the program of training.
We are just now coming out of the woods.

Mvr, Faopis. That is ail. .

Mr. Arenps. How large an army do you think it is necessary to
have to defend the Western Hemisphere?

General MarsaaLr, Under present conditions, over and above the
152,000 additional men for the Air Corps already provided for, we
need about 150,000 more men, Specifically, we do not want to create
additional divisions at the present time. We wish to avoid that, if
it is possible to do so. We want to improve the quality of the divi-
sions we now have. We want to establish one basically sound force.
It may be that later on, if the situation becomes more serious, we
will have to add additional divisions. But we would do that in the
rear of our present force, which we now have well on the way to
dependable efficiency and without breaking up present units.

The additional 150,000 men are needeg to restore to units men
taken away in order to provide signal, engineer, antitank, and other
special units that we need but for which we have had no authoriza-
tion. Also we need men to replace those taken out of divisions to
garrison the leased bases for which no men had been provided.

If the situation develops into actual operations there would be a
number of units that would have to be hastily created, such as port
units, military police companies, engineers, and elements of that sort.
But as matters stand now, we do not want to increase the present
§11mber of divisions of the continental Army, except for the Armored

orce,

Mr, Arexps. In other words, a million and a half or a million six
hundred thousand more would be sufficient,

General MarsaarL. About a million seven hundred thousand.
There have been proposals that we take on 900,000 selectees in addi-
tion to those that we wish to hold in service. We do not want to do
that. In the first place, we have not the shelter. In the second place,
such an increase is not needed at the moment. We will want to in-
duct as many of the authorized 900,000 as we need, but we will want
to exchange them for others that we will release from active service
and send back home,

Mr. Arexps. In other words, if these selectees remain in for a longer
length of time, the induction will be slowed up with these new
selectees

General Marsmawr, It will be slowed no more than is necessary.

We have %one ahead in July and August to.an overstrength in order
to level off the numbers in our 3-month training centers.
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My, Arenps. Following up Mr. Thomason’s inquiry, could we pos-
sibly get a list of the number of selectees going out over the period
of the next 6 months beginning September 1%

General Marsuarn, We have data here that shows the numbers
inducted each month to include June 1941. The 12-month period of
training and service will naturally be finished 1 year later.

(The statement referred to is as follows:) '

Memorandum—Induction of selectees by month

November to December_ 19, 327
JaAnuaryY e 13, 633
February - ——_— — 90, 234
Mareh .. — —— 153, 447
April —_— P _— 124, 982
May. e - - _— -- 62,456
June ___ —_— e e e e e e e e e e e e e 79, 522

b 0] 7 ) [ VU —_— 603, 596

Mr. Arenps. Just one other thought I had in mind. I can see from
your standpoint the desirability of a declaration of a national emer-
gency. But I think it goes even a little further than the Army. I
Kxink the national emergency goes pretty wide, probably beyond the

rmy.

Ge);leral MarsaaLL. There is now a national emergency in regard
to everything but the military forces. The President has declared
an unlimited emergency, but this does not affect the Army and Navy.

Mr. Arenps. But not declared by Congress.

General Marsgarn. No, sir,

Mr. Arexnps. I think there is a great difference between that and a
national emergency declared by Congress. That is all.

Mr. CrasoN. General, I would like to ask you this. How many men
would you expect to have in all branches of the Army by July 1, 1942,
under your present plan?

General Marsmarr. About 1,700,000.

Mr. CrasoN. Then, on the theory either you are not going to kee
these selectees in very long, whom you now have in—that is, muc
longer than 1 year’s service, or else you are not going to induct many
new men,

General Marsmarr. We are not going to keep the present selectees,
all of them, for an indefinite period. We are going to bring in as
many new men as are needed to replace the ones we release.

Mr. Clason, what I am trying to avoid is a fixed rule which cannot
be 1;14pplied without damage to the Army.

r. CrasoN. Following your theory, then, certain inductees, if
they hnﬁ)pen to be unfortunate enough to get into certain regiments,
may be held on for 2 years, while others, who were brought in at the
same time, and are equally needing the training, are likely to get out
at the end of 12 months?

General MarsgarL. Even a young man at isolated Duich Harbor
would not be held for such g fong period as you mention.

Mr. Crason. I thought your idea was that you want to keep up
the regiments, filled to their enlisted strength, %y using the selectees
and keeping them there?

General MarsgarL. We have already filled them up to full strength
with selectees.
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Mr. Crason. You wish to keep those men in those particular regi-

ents?
mGenel'al Marsuare. Not indefinitely, but we should not be com-
pelled to release them af. the end of 12 months. There 1s 2 regiment
in n division in Texas, we will say; for which there is no immediate
prospect of special employment. It would be very simple to meet
that problem.” A certain percentage per month could be released and
they would be replaced by others coming from the training centers,
men of the new 900,000 authorized under the terms of the Selective
Training and Service Act. .

Mr. CrasoN. On the other hand, you keep Regular troops in the
Philippines and in Hawaii and in Panama Canal Zone except for a
number possibly less than 4,500. If that is true, and those places
are all built up and well-established fortifications, 1t seems to me, that
if they need the presence of Regular troops, certainly the Army which
is poing into Iceland or going into Brazil, ought to be made up only
of Regulars, well trained, and not men who are merely inductees, who
have had from 3 to 6 months of training.

General MarsaaLL, How are you going to get the Regulars?

Mr. Crasow. As I understand, under the records which were before
this committee the last time we had hearings, you can get approxi-
mately 35,000 new enlistments every month.

General MarsnALL, I said the largest number we ever received was
from July to September 1940, under the impetus of the selective-
service debates, and under the greatest recruiting campaign we had
ever undertaken, and that number averaged about 39,000 a month.
Men are going out all the time at the end of their service so that
the number of enlistments does not represent the net gain.

* Mr, CrasoN. Surely.

General MarsgaLL. So while we are enlisting 39,000, we are losing
somewhere around 9,000. In other words, the net would be 30,000
and we actually have requirements for 600,000 3-year men.

Mr. CrasoN. Where are you going to put those 600,000 men out-
side of continental United States? It would take only a very small
fraction of the number that would go to Iceland or to Brazil, unless
you are thinking about an expeditionary force.

General MarsaaLn. Mr. Clason, we have our numerous bases and
our regular overseas garrisons and we have got to maintain a con-
tinental army. I must not transfer from our home forces all of the
experienced soldiers, the 3-year men.

I have to provide 3-year men for the huge Air Corps, which is
struggling to get such volunteers right now, even though it is a very
popular service. Your scheme, I think, means attempting an im-
possible Progosition.

The Air Corps must have 75 percent 3-year men. The Armored
Force has to have a substantial nucleus of 8-year men.

. Then there are other requirements. Each of the triangular divi-
sions must have a nucleus of 3-year men. The National Guard divi-
sions must have a similar, dependable corps or nucleus of 3-year men.
Otherwise, we would have merely a training school, instead of an -

:Ormy. Training schools are necessary, but there must be an army,
0.
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Then there are the outside or overseas considerations; the Philip-
pines, Hawaii, and Panama. Those garrisons require 3-year men.
- The conditions and requirements add up to an impossible prob-
lem for solution on a volunteer basis. And besides, please keep this
in mind. Volunteering is an uncertain proposition, and we are not
in a speculative situation. We are preparing to stand off a highly
professional crew. We must know within reasonable limits what
we are to have in men.

Mr. CrLason. Since September of last year, has any attempt been
made, any real attempt, to secure as many voluntary enlistments for
3-year terms as the Army could get?

General Haisure, Yes, sir.  We have been frying to get up to a
strength of 500,000 3-year men and have not gotten it yet.

We have 476,000 3-year men in the Army now.

General Marsgarr, And we must have a minimum of what?

General HaisLre. About 640,000,

. General MarsmarLL. That is the very minimum we must have, and
we are working towards that.

Mr. Crason. General, if I understood the statéements made by
officers in the Army, about selectees and the National Guard, ap-
parently many of them are anxious to remain beyond the 12 months’
time. Has any attempt been made to ascertain if that is so?

General Marsaarr. Mr. Clason, such an action would involve the
question of a national vote, as it were. We must not use political
methods within the Army. They are highly desirable for a democ-
racy, but not for an army. That sort of thing is going on now and
is wrecking morale. All sorts of agencies are working upon the
individual soldier to stir up dissension. No such army can be de-
pended on to defend America.

Mr, CrasonN. How many troops do you need in Iceland, for
instance?

General Marsgarr. I must not tell you that.

Mr. CrasoN. How many do you expect to have in the bases you
secured from the British ®

_General Marsmarr. I do not want to give out that information,
sir. We have 125,000 men on foreign service at the present time,
and there must be a further increase.

Mr. Crasox. Do you think it is fair or proper to send selectees
with only a few weeks’ or months’ training into Iceland, where they
might be involved in war, since they are in contact with the enemy?

neral MArsHALL. No, sir; I do not think it is fair or proper to
do so and I think it is most unfair to the War Department to put
it 1n the position of either doing it or failing to provide the necessary
security. I am resisting such action because we cannot afford to
send men to such distant localities and then have to bring them back
by boat a few weeks or months later.

Mr. CrasoN. Well, you would send Regulars there?

General MarsgaLL, Mr. Clason, I am trying to get a unified army
and you are trying to have a collection of classified groups.

_ Mr. Criason. No; I am wondering why a year ago, when the ques-
“tion was brought up, you did not ﬁet 2 Regular Army of as many 3-
yeiz:n' _:rgllistments as possible at that time, when they were coming
mto i
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General Marsuart, Well, we did, but the minute the selective-service
debates censed, enlistments went down. We cannot build up large
forces on a volunteer basis. Our history proves conclusively the waste-
fulness of such a procedure. :

Mr. CostELLO, IZ?reneral, do not you think a lot of those men who
might otherwise go into the Army are getting jobs in industry?

éeneml MarsaaLn. You have brought up a very serious problem.
‘We are not at war and the men in the Army are giving us their services
for small pay, not small in terms of soldiers’ pay in other parts of
the world but very small in terms of the wages now being received by
other men in industry. _

One serious consideration pertains to the possible future of the
National Guard, We have had to make up our.plans for the return
of the National Guard at the end of 12 months, because of that require-
ment in the law. What happens when a National Guard division
goes home? It returns to its State status and becomes a State unit
under the Governor; it ceases to be in the Army of the United States.

The Federal Government has a contractual relationship with the
guard under which it provides regulations for its training, its type
of organization, its arms, its uniforms, its equipment, and the pay
of its members for certain prescribed drills, and camps.

The guardsman himself is at perfect liberty to go beyond the boun-
daries of the State. Take, for example, a division recruited largely
irom & farmn. ..strict. When it returns to its home district the
men will disperse toward the jobs at high pay which are to be found
in the industrial centers. That division will be washed out, and
will cease to have a value as a military asset.

The very fact that this is a great industrial program introduces a
complicated situation in the development of an army while we are
still on & peace basis,

Mr. Crason. I thought the argument or the reason why we do
not have more volunteers was that the trouble is not on account
of our national interests being imperiled from abroad, but due to
a change in economic conditions, which is an important one.

General MarsnaLn. I do not agree on that, sir. From my point
of view, that is not a correct statement, of the cause.

Mr. Crason. Before the Senate you testified, as I understand it,
on page 9 of this report of the hearings of July 9, 1941. You were
asked questions in regard to this volunteering for service of those
3-year men, and you said:

Yes; we firure at the present time and under present conditions that we
should have a minimum of approximately 640,000 3-year volunteers. How-
ever, &s we ocenpy the Atlantic bases and increase our overseas garrisons this
figure will have to be incrensed progressively to approximately 800,000,

Then the question was asked:

Did I understand you to say 3-year volunteers?
Your reply was:

Yes; we should have a minimum of a

(he prosent (hand hav pprozimately 640,000 3-year men at

* We now have 476,000,
No}w, as I understand that _Statement, it is not your intention to

gss these ]mdtuctees in cotlmectmn with the overseas bases, but to use
-year volunteer men, whom you plan to eet. an -

those bases are developed? ° P gets and use them when
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General Harsure, That statement was made under the assumption
that the selectees would go home at the end of 12 months, and that
they could, therefore, not be used there. If the selectee stays in
he will be sent wherever needed, because, to all intents and purposes,
all the men will be on the same basis.

Mr. CrasoN. Then do I understand from your statement, General
Haisli}), your idea is to consider now these inductees, if this resolution
goes through, as being in the position of 3-year service ment

General HaisLre, Yes; but only in that they will not have to go
out on a particular date and will then become part of one Army,
which is what the Chief of Staff is trying to get. He is trying to
get all of his troops on the same basis; then they can be used inter-
changeably for any mission that happens to come.

I might say, generally, the whole 1dea is to maintain and continue
the Selective Training and Service Act by training men, releasing
them, and building up & trained reserve, No one has the idea of
freezing the Army as 1t is now, but the idea is to release men under
;__t flexible system without destroying the efficiency of our present

orces.

Mr. CrasoN. With reference to this 800,000 figure, the 800,000
Regulars were going to be secured with this Selective Service Act
remainin% in effect, were they not?

General Marsaary, I do not think that we could possibly get them.

Mr. CrasoN. What effort is being made to secure them at the present
time, as compared with what was done a year ago between August
and September?

General Haisue. Colonel Stout, will you answer that question?

Colonel Stour. To get 3-year men in the Army, the Adjutant
General put on a very intensive recruiting campai%'n. He tried radio
broadcasts, paid advertising, and everything else. In addition to that,
there had been much discussion in Congress and in the papers about
selective service and many men were trying their best to get into the
service of their own volition, instead of waiting to be drafted. The
recruiting went up in July to 32,000 men, and on up to 43,000 men
in October. In November it went down to 24,000, and at that time
we also took them in for 1 year—anything, to get them in.

In November, when we took in our first selectees, the recruiting
dropped down to 23,000 or 24,000, and it has averaged about 18,000
to 20,000 since then—because of 2 reasons, primarily: The big pres-
sure of getting in first, which all Americans want to do, was off;
the Selective Service Act was law and, as they were subject to induc-
tion, they waited for that. There was no_incentive to volunteer.
Another thing was the high rates of pay that were being paid in
industry on the outside. And the whole history of recruiting has been
that the higher the rates of pay on the outside, the harder it is to
get recruits and the poorer the quality of the recruits, T imagine if
we made a graph of the recruiting records and a graph of the pay
rates, we would find that when the one went up, the other went
down exactly in proportion.

Mr. SmrrH. General, if the national interests were not imperiled,
it would be all right to let them go out? '

General MagrsHALL. Yes, sir.

- Mr. Syara. If the law states it is imperiled, you could plan on that;
if the national interest is not imperiled, you could plan on that?
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General MarsHALL. Yes, sir. _ ) ) :
Mr. SyrrE. And if the national interests were not imperiled, then
they could be replaced ? )
eneral MarsuaLL, Yes, sir, .
(The committee thereupon took a recess until 2 p. m.)

AFTERNOON BESSION

The committee resumed in executive session, at 2 p. m., Hon. An-
drew J. May (chairman) presiding. )

The CramnaN. The committee will be in order.

Mr. Clason, you may proceed. L

Mr. Crason. General Marshall, do you make any distrinction be-
tween the need for the National Guard and for the selectees?

General MagrsmaLL. No, sir. .

Mr. Crason. You think one is just as essential to keep in the service
as the other?

General MarsHALL, Yes, sir.

Mr. CrasoN. The National Guard apparently, according to your
report, on page 8, was particularly necessary in order to provide

what really amounts to a skeleton organization for the training of
ths electees? -

General MarsHALL, Yes, sir. h
Mr. Crason. I understood this morning that you felt that the selec-

tees might be allowed to leave the service very shortly after the 12-
month period.

General MarsHALL. Yes, sir.

Mr. CrasoN. Would you expect the same of the National Guard?
_ General MarsHaLL. Generally, as to individuals, but not as to units,
31

L,
4 M? Crason. How about the selectees? They are not units, are
18 -

eneral MarsHALL, They are individuals.
Mr. CrasoN. They are individuals.
General MarsaaLn, I am speaking abouf the organizations of the
National Guard—regiments, brigades, and divisions. When I speak
of selectees, I am talking about individuals. And I would like to
say, also, Mr. Clason, that when I spoke about the National Guard
being necessary for the training of the selectees, I was talking about
it in that light because at that time we had no replacement training
centers nor did we have the ﬂIl)ersonnel to create them. Replacement
training centers had to be officered by Reserve officers, and they bad
to be trained in order to be able to function. We utterly lacked the
necessary amounts of matériel for the centers. That matériel ex-
1sted in the hands of the National Guard. The officer force and the
noncommissioned officer force were present in the National Guard.
So, as a plan for the prompt building up of the Army, not for its
development over a period of years, it was essential from that point
of view alone to utilize the National Guard by bringing it into active
service. Otherwise, we would have had to emasculate it by taking
away its equipment, and, psychologically, destroying it.

However, we needed their regiments and divisions. We had been
working on them for 20 years, trying to build up their efficiency,
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trying to train staffs. I personally worked with division and brigade
staffs and with the divisions generally of the National Guard. That
had been part of my duties during the period of 20 years following
the World War. It seemed to me, aside from the fact that it was
not in accordance with the national policy—it seemed to me out of
the question to abandon all of that development when we needed
an armed force as quickly as we counld get it.

If you recall, in the early summer, when the National Guard issue
first came up, I spoke to you gentlemen specifically about our urgent
desire to bring in a first increment of 4 divisions, and I think 25
separate regiments, antiaireraft and coast artillery. We wanted to
put them in summer camps the 1st of July; we wanted to get them
started on a schedule of intensive training because in case of an
emergency we would have needed them urgently for specific assign-
ments.

I would have you keep in mind also that, at that time, we did not
know whether or not the British Empire would be in existence at
the end of the next 6 weeks or 2 months and whether or not we
would find ourselves with the Atlantic completely open to naval
forces hostile to our interests.

All of those things came into the picture at that particular time—
training possibilities, matériel, the necessity for having units avail-
able for specific purposes. -

I recall saying then that we wanted to develop deliberately, and,
again to use the phrase that I have used too much, we wanted to do
things in a businesslike fashion.

We wanted to start with a modest increment. We did not want
to bring all the guard in at once. We have never wanted to do that.

Now, today, we do not want to let them all go out at once. I am nov
now speaking solely of the National Guard organizations. If the
National Guard is sent home now, it is automatically necessary to
create new units, and if that decision is made, it will change our
military policy. It will eliminate the National Guard from further
serious consideration as a factor in the national defense. It will
have to be placed in a much lower category for the immediate defense
of this country, and it would be necessary to maintain large forces of
some other kind. i

Whether that other force is composed of some units of 3-year men,
some units of 50 percent 3-year men, and other units of 25 percent
3-year men, depending on the degree of readiness necessary, the
organization of such a force would constitute a new national policy,
You would be nullifying the National Defense Act of 1920. The
Selective Training and Service Act is-merely an amplification of the
National Defense Act—a system that was wanted at the time of its
passage, but which could not be voted. These are the reasons we
are not considering at the present time the sending home of National
Guard organizations.

The selectee should enter the ranks of the National Guard exactly
as he goes into the ranks of the Regular Army, from the replacement
training center, after the completion of 3 months of individual train-
ing.
- Once he is with his unit in the present situation, his period of service
should depend on developments. If there is a prolonged period of



26 REMOVE RESTRICTIONS ON NATIONAL DEFENSE

uncertainty, such as we now have, we wish to continue the rotation of
the selectees as far as possible, in order to bring new men in for
training. The longer we freeze the men In the ranks of the Army the
more difficult it will be to maintain their morale, unless real trouble
starts. Then morale takes care of itself,

I would like to read an extract from my testimony before the
Senate committee on July 17, which has not yet been printed. Is that
agreeable to you, Mr. Clason?

The CrairmaN. Go right ahead, General.

-General MarsuaLL (reading) :

The President has deemed it expedient to declare an unlimited emergency con-
cerning clvll functions and the War Department, and I personally, now believe

it to be urgently necessary in the public interest for Congress to declare the
existence of a natlonal emergency.

In answer to a question of Senator Austin’s, I made this reply:

Senator Austin, on questions of legislative strategy, I am a layman, a novice.
On the urgency of the situation, however, I do not regard myself as a layman nor
as a novice, but rather as a highly responsible military agent of the government,

There Is no doubt in my mind whatsoever about the existence of an emergency.

‘The declaration of an emergency does not create it. An emergency
exists whether or not the Congress declares it. I am asking you to
recognize the fact—the fact that the national interest is imperiled and
that an emergency exists. I am not asking you to manufacture a fact.

Because an emergency exists it is necessary that authority be
granted to hold National Guard units, Reserves, and selectees in the
service beyond 12 months. The emergency creates this necessity.
What form of statute you enact is unimportant so long as it au-
thorizes that which the national interest requires. That is, the crea-
tion and maintenance of a strong, ready, armed force. One which
can respond to whatever may be required. Not a force, fettered by
inelastic rules. And, if I may say so, rules do not recognize emer-
gencies, nor do emergencies permit the existence of hampering rules.

. Mr. Crasow. It seems to me—and I was wondering what your posi-
tion mlgl_lt'he—tlmt the Con%ress might well consider the two groups
m two different resolutions, because it seems to me that the National
Guard is in an entirely different position from the position of the
selectees. It is contained in a different law, contained in a different
wording, and with an entirely different background. One is by
mltgllllll';a a voluntary group, the National Guard ; the other is a drafted
group,

Do you not feel that that would be a better way; and that the two
types of men are in different positions? ’ '

General Marsnart, Practically all of the National Guard units
have from 30 to 50 percent of selectees in their ranks. So the one
includes the other. Practically all of the National Guard units have
a certain number of Reserve officers. All of the National Guard
units have the 3-year volunteers of the National Guard and the orig-
inal officers commissioned in the National Guard.

Iy problem is to create an army out of all of thes
gories, several of which have not yet been mentioned
the Regular Army Reserve. That is another cat

law refers to it. “We have brought the Regular
active service,

e differing cate-
- We also have
egory and a special
Army Reserve into
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* We have the Reserve officers in three different categories. We have
the National Guard officers, and 3-year enlisted men who are a nor-
mal part of the Guard. We have National Guard officers who have been
given temporary commissions from noncommissioned rank and who
will go back to noncommissioned grades at the end of the emergency.
We have the officers who have been commissioned, on 3, 4, 5, or 6 weeks’
preparation, in the National Guard, either as it was preparing to
come into Federal service or shortly thereafter. )

We have the Regular Army units, with everything in their ranks but
the National Guardsman. But the larger units such as the Army
Corps, include a number of National Guard organizations.

So we have a veritable mélange, a complete interweaving of all com-
ponents in the Army, with separate laws applying to each. .

I submit that the most effective service you can render the national
defense at this time is to permit us to create a united army, that I
can treat as an army, and eliminate the forced special consideration of
various groups. .

As the Army exists today, I need a lawyer constantly at m‘y; side,
but lawyers and legal complications are inappropriate to a battle-
field,

I am utterly sincere in this. The other day I told a number of the
leading Members of Congress that the way to go at this matter is to
recognize the emergency and do it boldly, and squarely, without quib-
ble or circumlocution. We are in a most serious situation, and I can-
not believe that we will benefit by any evasion of the fact. An Army
at best is a very difficult instrument to create, and to maintain at high
efficiency. A scrambled army, an inefficient army is both costly and
a dublous investment. That is my sincere reaction, Mr. Clason.

Mr. Fapois. Will the General yield for a question?

General MarsuaLn, Yes, sir,

Mr, Faopis, Is it not a fact that the piecemeal approach to this
question has seriously hampered you?

General Marsaars, Very much so. Let me add this thought. You
asked me a question this morning that gave me a fine opening, but I
was too slow to take advantage of it. You were talking about the
matériel phase being better understood by the public than the per-
sonnel phase. I can get billions of dollars with comparative ease;
but, when I get down to the practical proposition about personnel,
then my real difficulties begin. I can go before a committee and get
billions, and we have urgently needed them. Also, they appall me in
their amount, but the point is, every one seems willing to do business
on those terms. But all of that effort, all of those billions are futile
unless you provide the highly trained personnel.

I think it is a perfectly remarkable thing, in our form of democ-
racy, with its complete liberty of the press and differing points of
view, that we were able to have the Selective Training and Service
Act written into the law as early, or as late, whichever way you
want to put it, as September 1940. That was a truly remarkable
accomplishment of democracy. Some may say that it might have
been done earlier. I do not feel that way about it, though I suffer
from the apparent delay. For I do think that it was a splendid
demonstration of the practical workings of democracy, that we were
able to secure that definite action in time of peace.
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T admit that we had to have a freightening situation, a catastrophic
situation, but we did take the necessary, the %reat preliminary step
of preparation, and everybody submitted to that decision.

Throughout the winter the men in our new Army showed a fine
state of morale, without evidence of the confused reactions of the
civilian communities, and in great contrast to the {i?esent morale
in some units, I am sorry to say, as a result of all of this uncertainty
and debate, these allegations aznd recriminations—and I have the
responsibility of struggling with morale under the difficulties of
the present situation. With a united public, with a united people,
and a united front, my problem would be vastly simplified. I think
now we have reached the point where we must be exceedingly direct
and frank. : . )

Mr. Crason. I notice you spoke of this as being a secret proposi-
tion. The newspapers carried the statement you had stated to a
group of congressional leaders that regardless of legislative hin-
drances, if the time comes when the United States security requires
troops to be dispatched outside of the Western Hemisphere they will
be sent first and Congress will be informed of the action later.

General MarsuaLr. That is not a correct statement, sir. There !
have been a great many statements credited to me that I have first
learned of in the press.

Mr. CrasoN. I agree with you. I notice on page 10 of your report
you stated vou called for the National Guard 2 weeks or 2 month earlier
than you felt was necessary, for the purpose of securing the passage
of the Selective Service Act.

Genera] MarssaLr. For the purpose of preventing its defeat. T was
very Intent on arranging matters in an efficient manner, but I had to
send troops intended for New England to camps down in Texas. It
was necessary for me to arrange matters personally in order to meet
the legislative situation. I had been reliably informed that had we
delayed as much as a week in putting the men in camp we would have
been charged with not being ready. We would have had a volunteer
system forced on us instead of securing a democratic selective service
system, or, at least, the selective service system would have been put
off until after election, and then possibly would have been fatally
emasculated into some volunteer compromise method. The emer-
gency at that time did not permit of such delay or legislative
compromise, in my opinion,

5o I had to accept the situation and do the best I could to manage
things, accepting a 1 the hazards invelved. Later I had to meet the re-
criminations and criticisms, but I expected that. Tt cost about $900,-
000, for example, to prepare the temporary tent camp for the Forty-
fourth Division. We had planned to put the Forty-fourth Division in
camp about the 1st of July, which could have been done at small ex-

pense, while the cantonment was being built. But we were not allowed
to do that, all of which is an illustration of the ifienlties unde
\\']}Ii‘(lfl tcve,have had 1tro labor in such matters; extrgme dificulties under
¢ UHATRMAN. You have been in a strait jacket all the time?
TlG:qeral Marsnarr, The 1[])roblems have been extremely difficult. -
N it 1s why I say the time has come to meet this particular problem
ead on, without evasion, with cold logic rather than with political
compromises. The times are too serious for the latter, I think.
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" Mr. CrasoN. What would you say with regard to the item in the
newspaper of Churchill’s speech on February 10, 1941? Do you agree
with the things in his statement, which was to the effect that in the
last war the United States sent 2,000,000 men across the Atlantie, but
this is not a war of vast armies hurling immense masses of shells at one
another. We do not need the gallant armies which are formed through-
out the American Union. We do not need them this year, nor the next
year, or any year I can foresee, S

General MarsHALL. I do not wish to comment on his statements,

Mr. Crason. You do not visualize, then, an expeditionary force at
. General Marsmarr, I do not know where it ¢ould land, or where
it could obtain the necessary shipping for a long time to come, un-
less you are referring to the Iceland proposition as an A, E, F,

Mr. Crason. You do not see it? :

-. General MarsHaLL,: Frankly, I do not see it today. ,
- - Mr. Crason. Do not you also feel that Russia, which at the time
the Selective Service Act was passed was aiding the Germans and is
now an ally of the British, and with our fleet increased in power by
the new battleships and other units, and the fact England did with-
stand the threat of its collapse in 6 months, according to Secreta
Knox—do you not feel, so far as the international peril is concerned,
that there is less danger today of attack on the United States by
Hitler thap there was at the time the Selective Service Act was
passed ? ' ' L :

General MarsgaLL. No, sir; I think just the opposite is the case.

Mr. Crason. Then will you tell us why, please? '

The Cuamryan: That is all foreign to the issue here. .

Mr. Crason, I think it is very important to determine whether or
not the Selective Service Act should be extended. =~ . ‘

The Cuamman. I wish the gentleman would go ahead and gei
through as soon as he can, because wé have a dozen other men who
want to question the General. ] '

General MarsaaLL, I think the Russian campaign has delayed the
gossibility of attack on England, but it appears from the meager

ata available that the German armies are pretty well up to schedule.
Whether bad weather, whether heavy losses, whether later resistance
will cause long delays or a crippling morale effect on the German
Army, I cannot say at this time. But I feel, with Russia disposed of,
as far as the Volga, for example, the next move will probably come
quickly in a rush through Spain and Portugal into North Africa,
and possibly a farther movement into the Near East.

(After discussion off the record.)

Mr, Crason. You do not expect any activity on the part of Ameri-
can troops in any foreign country in the near future?

- General MarsuaLr. No; I do not foresee any such activity, -

Mr. Crason. What would you say about releasing the men from
28 on, and all married men from selectees, in view of the legislatioa
that has gone throught . o
: Genernf MarsaarL., As I have already said, we want to do that
and intend to do it. I included that idea in my biennial report.
I was talking about 28-year-old men and older then, but we can go

" 61280—41—3 ) '
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into the married cases also. Some of the boards were quite different
from others in their attitude toward married men.

Mr. Harness. General, you do not mean young men who got mar-
ried after the act was approved ? _

General MarsHALL. Noj; I am not referring to those cases.

Mr, Hanness. You mean those who were married at the time of
the draft? )

General MarsaaLL. Yes. Some of-the local boards inducted mar-
ried men, others did not. As I said before, we are now releasing men
from all components. We can broaden the application of this policy
when we see our way clear and have a legislative decision on existing
limitations, We can then make replacements on a more businesslike
basis. We intend to do those things because it isto the Army’s in-
terest to do so, aside from questions of expediency. If we have men
in the ranks who are in a mental foment, men who have reason to
feel great anxiety as to their families back home, they should be
released, if practicable. If the man is merely a stubborn, opinion-
ated, undisciplined character, that is yet another matter. .

Mr. CrasoN. I notice this joint resolution concerning this pro-
vides— ' :

That the Congress hereby expressly declares that a national emergeney exists,
to the extent and for the purpose only of— -
doing two things.

One, keeping the selectees in the armed service?

General MarsHALL, Yes, sir, ‘ .

Mr. Crasoxn. In other words, there is no national emergency nor
any other reason, so far as Congress is concerned, to release the law
under which the selectees came into the service, which says they shall
be discharged after 12 months except whenever Congress has declared
the national interest is imperiled. Now, why does not that open up
the entire controversy again, as to whether or not there has been a
contract with those draftees?

General MarsuaLt, I do not favor that resolution, sir. I think
that is putting the cart before the horse. The existence of an emer-
gency, in my opinion, is a fact, not a theory. I have the form of a
resolution here——

The CHAmMAN. Is that the same one I have in my office?

General ManrsuaLy, Yes, sir; that is the one you have.

Mr. CrasoN. I wonder if you would read that. Can you tell us
what the purpose is? a

The Crarrman. I have copies here for the committee, and I am

going to give a copy to each one of you as soon as we get through
with the hearin .

I'}‘Ilr' (émson. %‘?’eﬂ'ould like to see it now. ‘

1e CHaIRMAN, If you want one, I will give it to vou

Mr. EpnustoN. General, I have been Hétegrlnin to y)(;?llll' Itll[a)s‘l‘:ri'm011y
very attentively and am very much impressedg by the seriousness
of the situation. The thought occurs to me that we are not going
to have much trouble, I do not think, in remedying this situation
so far as the members of this committee are concerned, who have
the picture which you painted for us here. In other words you can
sell it to this committes because you can lay the cards on the table
and talk, but we cannot go on the floor of the House with this off-
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the-record testimony and say things there that have been said here.

And the thought does occur to me, it seems to me, the country needs
a little arousing; that we should be permitted to tell the country
more of the situation as it does exist. I do not want to be an
alarmist, but I do think we are too complacently smug in America
about what could happen to us and happen in a hell of a hurry.

. General MarsmaLL, I have tried in my limited way to meet that
situation, because I find that, in general, what X have said had been
so ignored in the major part and so distorted in the minor part
that a state of confusion existed not only among the camps but also at
home. So I have had the hearings of July 9, 1941, before the Senate
Committee on Military Affajrs reprinted and they are being sent to
every or%aniza.tion in the Army. My biennial report is being printed
also so that each company day room will have one, and the men
can see exactly what was really recommended, and why.

- The question is how to bring the peopls to a realization of the situ-
ation.  They are laboring in a state of complete confusion. I agree
with you that in some way or other we must make the situation
apparent.

Mzr. Epmiston, That was what I have in mind.

General Marsmarr. I have always felt an aversion to the War
Department undertaking anything that might be characterized as a
propaganda service. As a matter of fact, our proposals are now
getting a much better reaction from the public.

Mr. EpmistoN. Yes. .

General MarsaaLt. I think the serious error with regard to my
report lay in the fact that I did not have a summary available for
the telegraph services, so that the first news flashes would have
presenteg a more accurate statement of what I had recommended.

Mr. EustoN. General, you sdy you are getting a better reaction
now from the public? - '

General MarsuaLL., Yes, sir. .

Mr. Euston. Because of the fact that the public is getting a little
more information ? ’

General Marsuarr. I believe that is the reason, sir. : :

Mr. ErsroN. Do not you think if the public is fully advised as
{o the danger of the country, that reaction is going to be even
better! Do not you believe that today a great many people are
opposing this type of legislation because they feel they are in the
dark; they feel they are confused, and they are confused; they do
not know generally what the situation is in the country, and there
are too many people going out and making speeches and taking an
entirely different view from what you take before this committee—
talk of immediate war from the members of the Cabinet? There-
fore, to the minds of the public that means an expeditionary force.
And; because of those statements, we cannot blame the puglic for
feeling like they do. :

Now, you have given us some information today, in executive
session, which is secret, and of course, is something that won’t be
violated, as to these danﬁs that we are confronted with—the dangers
you spoke of in South America. Now, Hitler knows all about that
does he not, because he is the one who is doing the threabeningé
And if Hitler knows about that, why should not the American people
know about it?
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- General MarsmarL. You have put your question in a very effective
form, Mr. Elston. We have frequently commented publicly on: »
the tremendous German propaganda service in South America. But
we are restricted in talking about certain phases of the matter.

- (After discussion off the record.) - ] .

Mr. Sarra. General, you feel that the situation is such that it
meets the provisions that were put in the Selective Service Act?
« General MarsmALL, Yes, sir. _

Mr. Sy, And that our interests are in peril ¢

General MarsuaLL. That is the situation exactly.

Mr. Syrra, Unless we have a declarationh by Congress?

General MarsHALL. Yes, sir.

Mr. Symrra. And you feel that if the Congress does not make that
declaration the Army will go through a process of disintegration?

General MarsaaLL, Yes, sir. ‘

* Mr. Smrra. And you are in the difficult situation where the revela-
tion of everything known to the Government would probably bring
about a violent public reaction which would carry us farther than
we want to got . : -

General MarsraLL. Exactly that, sir. :

Mr. Smrra. And we may be faced, if we do not pass this legisla-
tion, with that alternative—either éisintegration or acceptance of
violent public reaction? S

General Marsnart., Yes, sir.

Mr, Smrra. That is all.

Mr. Harness. Generzl, following what Mr. Elston first asked you
about the reaction of the public because of the lack of information,
of course Hitler, as he said, and as we all know, knows what he is
doing down in South America. Certainly, by letting the people
know what we know about what he is doing is not going to divulge
anything to any of our potential enemies. Don’t you t%ink that if
our people were adequately informed and advised of these things,
it would make this problem much simpler for everybody? OQur
people would just insist that something be done to protect our
imterests if they kmew the facts.

General MarsmaLn. If you will read the President’s message to
Congress, you will find he says that specifically about South America.

Mr. Harness. But they are all generalities and nothing specific,
and you know what has been happening in this country in the last 8
years about speaking in generalities. The people have gotten to the
point where they do not know what to believe. They are confused.

General Marsmarr. There has been so much in the press about
- South America that there is no reason why there should be any
secrecy about the general fact that the tremendous German propa-

ganda and planning service that is working throughout Latin
America, is inimical to our interests, that it threatens our security in
this hemisphere,

Mr. HarNess. Y believe it, too.

Just one other thing in this connection : I have gathered f
[ _ C : rom
everything you have said, every time I}Irou have been begfore this com-
mittee, that your objective is to keep this counttry out of this war
:(N}Iene{{ai . I\IARSH;’LL. That is my objective, sir. -
. KIARNESS. Yet we have Secretary Ickes and Secretary °
making speeches demanding that we get in now. 'I’ha.te :rrg;lteKsn (a)ﬁ
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additional state of confusion on the part of the people, and they are
reluctant to grant these extrdordinary powers that are requested be-
cause they just do not realize the necessity for them except to go to
war. I do no know whether you want to comment on that or not. .

But going back fo this proposal to keep the.drafted men, has it
come to your attention that under the acts that we passed in August
of 1940 and in September of 1940 the President now bas the power
to keep these drafted men in for an additional year?

i (é‘veneral Magrsgars, Will you please develop your thought further,
sir ' : _
: Mr. Harness. Well, under the first act that we passed in August
of 1940 we provided that the President had the right to call the re-
serve component of the Army into service for a period of 12 months.

General M(8smarL, You mean to transfer the men into the reserve
and then call them back to active duty? '

- Mr. HarNgss. As soon as they are discharged, automatically thg'
go into the reserve component of the Army and are subject to su
additional training as the law provides.

General Marspair. That is correct, but I think it would be most
unfortunate to do that at this time because the soldier would feel
that he had been victimized by a maneuver, by sharp practice, under
the cover of the law, Also we would have to release our soldiers,
transfer them to the reserve, and go through the procedure of re-
calling them to active dut{. We would defeat our own purpose. We
would be doing what is often done in law where through (Sever ma-
peuvers within the law matters are managed contrary to what the
normal person has a right to expect.

‘We must not indulgeé 1n such a procedure. :

-1 want to go right straight down the road, to do what is best,
and to do it frankly and without evasion. I think it would have a most
unfortunate effect on morale if we adopted the other method. We
would %ive our men the feeling that we were taking some unfair
though legal advantage of them. That provision of the law was in-
tended to meet a different situation.

Mr. Harness. I agree with what you say, General, in what has been
suggested here, that we ought to come out honestly and say what we
are going to do. It just adﬁs to the confusion.

General MarsmaLL. Otherwise we evade the issue.

The Caamraan. Mr. Costello. ‘

Mr. Costerro. This language does not say that we were entering
into contract with the selectees that they be in for 1 year; the very lan-
guage itself shows that they could be kept in for a longer period in
case there was a real emergency. :

(General Marsmary, Yes, sir. ~

Mr. Harwrss. I think the Congress knew the situation when the act
was under consideration, that it did not mean to suggest a year’s
service.

Mr. Cosrerro. I think the fact that it was discussed shows very Qefi-
nitely there was no suggestion of a contract of 1 year.
tinl:I c;w, General, what was-the actual size of the Regular Army at that

e

General Marsgarr. It was about 240,000, '

Mr, Costerro. And how many men were in foreign service and at
points like Alaska .
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General MarsrarL. About 70,000. )

Mr. CosteLLo. Then you actually had about 170,000 in the Regular
Army within this country available to aid and train selectees and help
with the National Gum-[(.ij.y ' ) N

General MansaaLL. Less the Air Corps, which was about 25,000;
less the overhead of depots and everything of that sort, probably about
30 or 40 thousand, leaving us about 100,000 available Ior the purpose.

Mr, CostELLo. My purpose in asking this (Elestmn, which as you
have already snid, the only manner in which you could train the
selectees was to increase the Regulars? i

General MarsranL, We had two things to do at the same time;
first, to train the selectees; and second, to bring all units of the -
Regular Army and National Guard to full strength as quickly as
possible. The training had to be in the ranks of the Regulars and
the Guard because we did not have the personnel prepared or the
equipment available—or the shelter to start at that time the establish-
ment of training centers. Both requirements were met by asmgning
selectees to units. It was the only way we could have managed last
fall and early winter. Now we proceed quite differently.

Mr, CosteLro. That explains your reason for asking to send men
out to these various places.

General Mapsgarn. There is no other way.

Mr. CosteLLo. Because it takes longer to train them.

-General MarsBEAaLL. If we had had a selective service system 3 years
earlier we could have gone about it gradually. My idea would have
been to start with a much smaller number an gmcﬁmlly build up the
system. At least, it would have been possible to have set up tramnin
centers initially, and to avoid sending untrained selectees to organizeg
units. Also to have avoided assigning any selectees to certain units
of a high priority of readiness,

Mr, Costrro. Your real purpose, your effort at the present time
is to be able to train selectees, and to discharge those who can be con-
viently discharged.

General MarsgaLL. Yes. But we must also train an army. We
want to do pretty much what we have been doing, but without in-
elastio limitations which hinder or defeat us in protecting the inter-
ests of the Government and the country 2t large. -

Mr. Costelro. Even if this legislation goes through, the effort of

}lhe War Department would be to release selectees from service at
ome.

: ﬁeneg;l LL\RSH%}LL. Yes, sir. .
Ir. CosteLLo. Even though you would have the forei rvi
which might have to stay longer, for as much as 2 years? & setviee,
General MarsaarL. Well,ql would hardly think so long as that,
unless we get into deep trouble. It would largely be a question of
ships, of tonnage. The extension would be 2 matter of months rather
t-hgl; a %ear OT SO,
r. CosTeLLo. So far as the others are concerned the 1d b
released from the service just as fast as t} g e
g[en%“] O the ser Ye]s st ast a 1e3r could be released ?
. Mr. Costerro. It is also proposed in this lecislati
time of the Regulars by incneas&g it to a 3-year i:?e?ftl)?iré to extend the

General Mars 1 1 i
3-ye§renr;le n}l \RSHALL. Yes, if you mean by extending the time of the
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Mr. Costerro. That is proposed legislation that has beeen submitted
by the War Depm‘tmentﬂp . : X )

General MarsaarrL, Yes, sir; personally I would be in favor of giv-
ing the 3-year man more consideration than the short-term men, be-
cause mnr%r of the former have already been in the service for almost
3 years. But we do not want to find ourselves in the situation of our
Army in the Philippine campaign in 1898, or the situation that con-
fronted General Scott in his campaign in Mexzico when he had to march
out of Vera Cruz and fight as quickly as possible because the term of
service of his volunteers was about to exﬁire. And we must prevent
the recurrence of another disaster like Bull Run, where an unprepared
Army was rushed to the battle because it was due to go home in a few
weeks. We must not do things that way any more. We are a great
Nation with a terrible responsibility.

. The Caamman. Mr. Martin,

Mr. Marmin. General Marshall, I was very glad to hear your state-
ment regarding the matter of discharges of the individual trainees as -
soon as practicable after 12 months in case the training period is
extended. .

General Marsparn, Yes, sir.

Mr, Marmin. And I understand that policy would be in effect both
as to individuals in the National Guard and in the inductive force?

General MarsHALL. Yes, sir. ,

Mr. MarTIN. The general policy of discharging individuals as soon
as practicable upon completion of the 12 months’ period of training?

eneral MarsHarLy, Yes, sir. _ : .

- Mr. MapTin. And in some cases prior to the completion of the 12.
months’ period ?

General MarsgarL. Yes, sir.

- Mr. MarTin. So there will be real effort made to relieve any indi-
vidual cases af distress. -

General Marsaarr, 'We do that now wherever possible.

. Mr, MartIn. There is one question as to officer personnel in the senior
grade: We have a very large number of wartime officers who are now
serving in the field grades, so that there is a less shortage of officers in
the field grades now than we have ever experienced before, and for
that reason individual cases can be given much more liberal considera-
tion in the field grades.

General Marsmaryr, Yes, sir. :

Mr, MarTin. Now, as to the officers in the senior grades, or field
officer grades, there are a great many Reserve officers of the World
War age in the field officer grades who are very anxious to come
into duty, which makes more or less top heavy the officer personnel,
but I am wondering why those officers cannot be called to duty even
though it does result in a surplus.

General HasLe. We are ordering some of them to active duty.
However, there is a very definite understanding between the Reserve
officers and the War Department that senior officers are not needed
in our present stage of mobilization but that if we have another
large augmentation in the Army they will be needed to a much
greater extent.

In other words, the status of mobilization today does not eall for
many senior Reserve officers on active duty.
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Mr. MarTiN, Of course, it would result in rather a large surplus
of officers on duty if they were all called to duty. ’ -
- General MarsgaLL. Yes, sir.

- Mr, MagrTIN. But pOSSibiy it would bring their training u}) to date
and it seems to me it would be a very good investment from our
ownlnut_ional point of view to call them to duty even if there is a
surplus, '

ow, as to the emergency that you have brought to our atten-
tion here today, General, and the suggestion that legislation be
passed, or recommendin% that it be passe%. Do you have any objec-
tion to limiting the legislative declaration of emergency to one affect-
ing the administration and control over the armed forces?

eneral MArsHarL. I was considering the legal difficulties. . Gen-
eral Haislip suggests a reference to the quotation I had read, to the
effect that the emergency is now an actual fact. As long as you
are speaking in legal terms—— - :

" Mr. MarTIN (interposing). We have to make our legal concepts in
dealing with legislation of this character, because it affects a great
host.of other legislative acts, and I would like the General’s opinion
on it. : o

The CramMaN, He has already told you what his opinion -was,
mlld we are going to get some lawyers up here to discuss the legal
phase. S

General, he wants your legal opinion about it again.

- Mr. MarmiN. I want his oHinion as Chief of the Staff of the Army
as to whether or not the declaration. of emergency he wants the
Congress to pass should go beyond its effect on the armed forces.

General MarsgaLL. My opinion is that you should recognize the
emergency by declaring that the nationa?f interests are’ imperiled
and that a national emergeney exists. Under that declaration you
have made an announcement to the world, and especially to Latin
America, that we mean business and are ready and determined to
do whatever may be necessary for the better security of this Nation
and the Western Hemisphere, T ~

Mr. MarmiN, You would have no objection to our limiting the
effect of such a declaration to the armed forces?

- General Marsmarr. Well, I must not say that I have an objection
I made such a recommendation in my biennial report because the
question of where or when our Army was to be empll()) ed are matters
to be decided b({ the Commander in Chief and the &ngress. Also
as I understand the situation, it is the proposal of the administra-
tion that you consider action in that manner, that is, as you have

just expressed it. I personally prefer the more direct approach.

Our interests are imperiled, there is & national emer
t i ency. Let’s
put the Axis Powers on notice that we recognize tho%e fla,cts and

are determined to meet the situation they are planni
i i : A ng t
without burying our heads in the sand until the lgst mon%ent(:). create,

Mr. Marmx, By that : )
General Mmsnim. Wy ou mean without any reservation#

.- ithout reservation. T think the
indirect methods j s ¢ cure by
from direct meth(:fls,usunuy worse than the bite that frightens us
Ml‘. LI;\RTIN. But ﬂ]at the decla-r

by the Congress, to the extent that it ation of a national emergency

affects the administration of the
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armed forces would carry out all that you are personally asking
here?

General Marseair, Yes, sir; or that I recommended in my report.

The Cratrman, Mr. Brooks.

Mr, Brooxs, General Marshall, I know you are tired, and I am
inclined to go along with you in what is necessary, and I think
the people of the country I am from feel similarly. 1 merel
want to ask one or two questions to summarize what has been said.
As I understood you to say, you feel like a general resolution would
have a deep moral effect on the country as a whole?

General MaksmaLL, That is my belef, sir.

Mr. Brooks. In reference to the discharge of these men under the
Selective Service Act, where training is authorized for a year, when
you go beyond the year you are not holding the men so much for
training purposes but because you need them for service purposes;
is not that it?

General Marsaary, That is it, sir.

Mr. Broors. In releasing them, I know you will conscientiously .
try to be fair in releasing them in groups. But do you have any
idea about how you would relieve them from service?y Would you
do it in units or groups, or individually, or how would you do it}

I can recall when units of the A. E. F. were in service after the
World War in France and Germany a notice was posted there one
day that one outfit in the First Division, the Sixth field artillery,
was about to be retained for service in Germany 4 years because the
emergency would probably exist that long and they needed two regi-
ments there in Ehrenbreitstein, and those men felt pretty badly
about it. i .

How would you work that out? Suppose you sent men to Iceland,
to Alaska, or to the Philippines; are they apt to be forgotten in
those places?

General MarsnaLL. T feel sure they would not be forgotten. They
might not secure as much special pleadings in the press as they do
while in the local camps. 3

But we have a section of the staff devoted to those very consid-
erations, to calculate and advise regarding those matters. We have
2 human interest in the men, and a deep professional interest in
maintaining morale. Always this is a foremost thought. We must
‘have morale. When you neglect or forget soldiers you lose their
most important qualification. In the past we have had to stumble
through. Now we are organized to pick our way with great dis-
cretion,

Mr. Brooks. I think the illustration which you have given us in-
formally indicates what I am driving at. Where you have a group
that might possibly be overlooked, or perhaps this emergency might
continue or perhaps get just a little worse for a period, we will say
8 years, and you .wou%d have men in Iceland or somewhere else that
‘were peculiarly adapted to that type of climate and the country, who
had been specially trained for it, would your plans contemplate some
organized effort to replace them with men with a limited amount of
extra service, beyond a year’s period, rather than keeping those same
men over there year in and year out? :

General Marsparr, We would not keep them there.
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Mr. Broors. You conld, under this resolution.

Genernl Marstarn, But we must have morale in order to have
efficient units. We cannot avoid considering the effect of such mat-
ters, .

Mr. Brooxs. You think the question of morale would solve that.

General MarpsuaLy, Yes, sir. General Haislip is bringing up 2
question that I have mentioned two or three times. We desire to
rotate the selectees so long as we are not in an actual state of war,
because we must build up a reserve; we want to keep the Officers
Reserve Corps alive, and we want to have places for the graduates
of the R. O. T. C. and the Officer Candidate Schools. So we would
wish to release Reserve officers as we do not desire to continually in-
crease the active corps, like a rolling snowball.

Mr., Brooxs. When that time comes and you have some selectees
in Iceland and they have no plans for coming home, their morale
will be n little low, will it not ?

General Marsuarr, Yes; but if they have, as they will have, good
leadership, they will be on the job.

Mr. Brooxs. You are going to put men serving under Regular
Army enlistments on tho same relative basis as far as extra train-
ing is concerned as the selectees? In other words, those men enlist
for 3 years, while the selectee enlists for 1 year.

General Marsnarn. I would give the 3-year man the same consid-
eration nfter 3 years as the selectee after 1 year.

Mr. Brooks. Suppose he is in Iceland and his term runs out? Are
Eou going to let him start home and leave the selectee there beyond

is 1-year periodf

General Marsuarr. No, sir,

Mr. Broors, You will treat them in relatively the same way?

General MarsgALL, Yes. We would consider the interests of the
3-year volunteer in the same way as we would the interests of the
selectes who has been inducted for 12 months, However, the 3-year
volunteer had no obligation to transfer to the Reserve, -

Mr. Broors. And the same thing would apply to the National
Guard men?

General MarsHaLL. Yes, sir; to the 3-year men,

Mr., Dormasr. General, your statement has been very enlightening
and clarifying to me, and T for one would like to expedite considera-
tion of this matter and deal with the problem in a businesslike way.

I gather from your statement that %—Iitler, at the present time, 1s
psxﬁg his technique on the American continent that hasgeen so effective
in Europe.

Is that correct?

General MarsmaLr, That is correct, sir.

Mr. Knpay, With reference to the proposal that we might limi
existence of the emergency to the armetli) forces, wogld 1got; tllig:;t;t)g:
us én an nllcﬁlAmstent po;ltlon if we did that?

eneral NMARsHALL. 1 am not an expert on the legal questions in-
volved. From my own personal point i {rct, ¢ -
prgiflchli_s o migolil e :I).)dopt. point of view, a direct, clear-cut ap-

Ar. RILDAY. Is there any reason for a boy who did i i
number to come up, but volunteered to be 1;1’1ducted, 1:(I>1 Oft;e‘ﬁllfaftolrxe}l ﬁ
in & different category than the one who waited? Thers is a state-
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ment that has been made that a man, if he desired, could, under the
inducements of the provisions of this act, volunteer for a year and
get it over with, ang that such a man had done that and made his
lans, -
General Marsmars, You gave him the opportunity under the law, as
I saw it, to select his time and not to continue on a speculative basis.
QOther than that, he is on the same basis as the other man. )
Mr. Kopay. And he would be in the same category in the extension
of his time.
General MarsmALL. Yes, sir.
Mr. Kmpay. He is subject to a 10-year reserve, and the Regular
Army Volunteer would not be subject to that?
General MarsaaLL. That is right, provided he served 3 full years.
Mr. Kipay. Is there any objection on tyour part to including 1n the
record a statement of the composition of our existing divisions, both
Regulars and National Guard, as to the percentage of Regulars and
draftees, to show how interwoven they are. :
General Marsaarn. We have that data, and will put it in the record.
(The statement above referred to is as follows) :

Selectees in Regular Army and National Guaerd Divisions (proportion of
acfual strength as of July 15, 1951

P&’g‘f%:f.e Percentsge
onlistments| ©f selectees
Triangular divisions:
First Division. e e i imm et e e ] 1
Becond DIVISIon. .- 75 25
Third DIVISION e e e e e e ———— 687 a3
Fourth THVISION e 61 30
Filth Division o e el 61 39
Sixth Division.... 31 69
Seventh Division. 21 79
Eighth Division__ 46 54
Ninth Division_.. 50 50
Armored divisions:
First Armered Divislon. e i caareaas 50 50
Becond Armored DIviSion. . oo v aaam e - 55 45
Third Armored DIVSION ..o i rrccrrm e e s —nan -} 72
Fourth Armored DIviSIOnN. oo oo oo mreaan 20 80
Cavalry divisiops:
First Cavalry Divislon 3 ar
Becond Cavalry DIvISIon. .o e eerrmm s e e ————a— . 39 a
Percentage
o Percentage
ak:r’ﬁlgfeﬂ of selectoes
National Guard divisions:
Twenty-sixth Division. ... 45 85
Twenty-soventh Diviston._ 57 43
Twenty-eighth Division... 100 0
‘Twenty-ninth Diviston .o “ 56
Thirtleth Divislon. .o cwvca e [} M
Thirty-first Division e prr——— 80 40
Thirty-second Divislon__ M 46
Thirty-third Division._. 0 40
Thirty-fourth Division._. 60 40
Thirty-fifth Divislon_ . 60 40
Thirty-sixth Division.... . 61 39
Thirty-seventh DUVESION oo e - 41 50
Thirty-eighth Division. ... o e 43 57
Forticth DIwision. ..o oo ——— 55 45
Forty-first Division__. 82 38
Forty-third Division._ . 100 [}
Forty-fourth Divislon. 64 36
Forty-filth Division 67 3
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Mr. Knoay. Will you also put in o further statement showing the
increments by which they were brought into these divisions, to show
whether there would be any large holes in these divisions by reason of
the fact that their year of service would expire in gradual numbers
or by large numbers at one time, so as to seriously dislocate the or-
ganization? ) i

(General ManrsHALL. Yes, sir; we will put that in the record.

(The statement above referred to is as follows:)

Number of Numb
Divislon ;','ﬁ;‘;“ég’. Perlods of greatest sugmentation rocoivel
141

Flrat DIvISIon . cceeeeec e eee . L L SR (R
Becond Division. ecere o cnnes - b U P
Third Division.._. - 4,848 | Feb. 28 to Mar. 15

Fourth DvISion . e ce e eee e 5,142 |..-.. 0. e e emeea e ——————————

Fith DIVIBON e cereem e reecanamaear 5,353 | Mar. 31 t0 Apr. 10 e e e ee v mamem

Bixth Divislon ._.. 8,952 | June 15030, .....

Baventh 1ivislon. . . 10,863 | Jon. 16 to Feb. 15
Eletith Division...... P 6,588 | Fob. 28 to Mar. 15_...
Niath Divislon....... - 6,868 | Jan. 15to 31

First Armored Divislon .. . 5,707 | Feh. 28 to Mar. 31.
Becond Armared Divislon..eeeeeveuena. 5,131 | Feb.15to 28. .
Third Armored Divislon. .eeeeeicucvaa.. 5,007 | Junoo 15 to 30
Fourth Armored Divislon. .o ...__._. 9,219 | May 15t031

......
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Mr. MerriTT. The big exodus will start in November, increasing in
December and January?

General MarspaLn, The numbers of selectees are comparatively
small for November and December, but they begin to pile up into large
ficures thereafter.

I would like you to have in mind when you look at those ficures that
there are only 9 Infantry divisions in the entire Regular Establish-
ment, and that the Nation we are considering as antagonistic to our
interests has about 300 divisions, all of which have the invaluable ex-
perience of actual campaign, following a long, deliberate training
schedule through a period of years, from boy to man to soldier.
Theirs is a highly developed huge army of veterans. We have only
been developing our Army since last fall.

Mr. Kmpay, These figures show that, after all, 476,000, which may
sound to the avernge citizen as being & considerable number, when you
take from the 476,000 the thousands of men in the Air Corps and those
assigned to small organizations, it leaves you in a position so that you

would not have available any considerable number of total units: is
not that true? ’

General MarsmaLL. Yes, sir.

Mr. Krpay. I have been much gratified with your staternent, Gen-
eral. I think perhaps the reason the country does not realize just what
the situation is is the fact that everybody was running for office, from

the President down, and the country was led to believe that we were
going to win the war without fighting it.

So I am hoping that the General Staff and the War De artment
see their way clear to take this mass of inf H p ent can
which you could disclose from that which should wo and separate that

ch should not be disclosed, and
let the people get some such idea of the situation h :
today. %o youbt.hink it would be possible to do that gas e ave gotten
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General Marsmarr, We are at work on that now, sir.

Mr. Brooks. In the case of 2 man who contracts to serve for 3 years,
do you have some sort of a stipulation by which you can keep him over
that time ? :

General MarsmaLn. In time of war, only, as provided for in the
National Defense Act of 1920. In other words, if we should be-
come involved in a state of war we can hold these men. In 2 na-
tional emergency we cannot. The picture changes instantly if we
were forced into actual hostilities, because everybody would want
to see things through. Our problem is the long period of maintain-
ing ourselves in a state of readiness. -

¥r. Brooxs. It would take a declaration of an emergency by Con-
gress to make that possible, to retain these ment?

General Marsgarr, More than that. It would require a state of
war,

Mr. MarriN. Along the line of Mr. Brooks’ questions, relative to
limiting the period of the extension, could it be worked out in any
practical way to put an outside limit on the length of the extension
of the service for the National Guard and the inductees? :

General Marsuarr, 1 would urgently recommend against that.
You can just as well, and with less possibility of doing harm, reserve
to yourselves the congressional right to cancel the emergency when,
in your opinion, it has ceased to exist. :

Mr. MarmiN. What I had in mind was 2 definite period of limita-
tion,

(General MarsuarL, I think that would be unwise, because you
would be creating the basis of another political dilemma for your-
selves, and an administrative dilemma for the War Department.
If you reserve to yourselves the right to cancel the emergency when
Iylou think the national interests are no longer imperiled, you would

ave g check on developments. - :

The Cmamman, General, on behalf of the committee I want to
thank you very much for the very excellent statement you have made.
You have presented your case exceedingly well, and I think it has
about solved your problem. . '

General Marsmarn. I want to thank you gentlemen very much.

Mr. Fappis. I think this committee ought to express itself as hav-
ing the fullest confidence in the sinceriftiy, patriotism, ability, and
professional qualities of the Chief of Staff.- ' , ;

General Marsuary, Thank you, sir. .

STATEMENT OF GRENVILLE CLARK, NEW YORK, N. Y., REPRE-
SENTING MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL EMERGENCY COMMITTEE
. OF THE MILITARY TRAINING CAMPS ASSOCIATION OF THE
UNITED STATES : T : ' :

Mr, Crarg.- Mr. Chairman, I represent a group of members of the
national emergency committee of the Military Training Camps As-
sociation of the United States. This is substantially the same group
of men who, as the national emergency committee, drafted the Burke-
Wadsworth bill -as introduced, and sponsored it, all of which was
{ully stated on the records of the Senate Committee on Military Af-
fairs and of this committee a year ago. : o
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Naturally, we have retained a strong interest in the workings of the
Selective Service Act. When the issue now before you came up, our
-committee being still in existence and functioning, it seemed to many
of us that we would like to be heard in view of our original sponsor-
ship of the act. We have therefore prepared a written brief which
will be sent to every Member of Congress and of which I have some
copies here, .

: [i‘his brief represents the views of a group of perhaps 200 signers,
ulthough all of their names are not on copies now 1n print. The great
majority of these men were in military service in the World War, and
I think most of them served in command of troops in France. A good
many of them have sons in the Army, the Navy, or the-Marine Corps
now. I think this will identify us.

" Wa are here to support the Chief of Staff in every respect on the
po]]‘ic¥ he recommends, on the reasons he states, and on the measures he
asks for. '

Wo think it is absolutely essential and vital to the interests of the
country that the request of the President and War Department be
granted by the Conguess.

- We think also, as to the form of the legislation, that not only should
it take the form, but alimost must take the form already contemplated
and provided for in section 3 (b) of the Selective Service Act, namely,
n decl;aratiOn that the national interest is imperiled.

- This 3uestion of an extension of service beyond 12 months was
discussed at length before the House and Senate committees a year
ago, and I supposed it was thoroughly understood that if a situation
developed where further service was required, it would be so required
under a declaration that the national interest is imperiled. It is
only a half truth to say that the Selective Service Act provides for
a_12-months period of training, for there is that proviso, which was
always in there from the beginning, that if the national interest is
imperiled, according to the opinion of Congress, the service should
goon. Every man inducted came in with notice that that was the law.

What T have so far said fairly represents, I believe, the group

view of those signing our briefs. What I now say represents, in the
main, only my personal views,
- I will tell you frankly, and here I know I speak for many others
of our group who would say the same, that I have listened with a
Rrofound sense of unreality to many of the questions asked here.
Many of them have been directed to the situation that would exist
if these were almost normal times, and as if all we needed to do to
beat Hitler, is to raise an Army but not to use it.

I do not think that isso. I think we are organizing a fighting army
which will very likely have to fight on a great scale possibly any-
where at all. 1 think we are living in a fool’s paradis:a 1f we indulge
in the sort of wishful thinking that assumes we can prevent Hitler
ﬁ?I‘“ll1 dc_)mmating u]s1 without firing a shot. .

e important thing is not merely the pa hi i
- the restrictions; I takeglt for grant,ed{hat it? mslsfsltg %eo If)atsl;lasd la(.):v etl'(s)elivf:
will stand before the world as making ourselves vlrtuall’y helpless
so far as power on land is concerned. The important thin I;s to
- have the people in the country and the men in the Army undegrstaﬁd
wh;r 1t 1s necessary to extend the service period. , o



REMOVE RESTRICTIONS ON NATIONAL DEFENSE 43

- I saw a striking letter recently from a major commanding a bat-
talion mainly of selectees, saying that the morale of the men is and
will remain Eood, provided they know why their service has to be
continued. great many persons say : “I have a sense that there is a
grave crisis; I don’t doubt that there is; but tell me more exactly
what it is.” If you tell him, he will be satisfied. And gentlemen
sit here and ask the same questions along that line. I sympathize
with those inquiries; they should be answered.

I think it is true, however, that the average informed person who
reads & good newspaper, for example the New York Times, from
cover to cover every day, has seen most of these things in the press,
To illustrate, my law firm happens to represent the Pan American
Airways Co., and has for many years; so I happen to have known
something about the South American situation for many months.
But this enables me to know also that the essential facts about Nazi
intrigue in' South America were put in the New York Times months
ago, and any informed person could have read them., There were
headlines the other day that General Marshall had made an important
disclosure in the Senate committee hearing about South America.
But for the most part he was simply mentioning things that were
published some time ago. -

What does this crisis consist of? First of all it arises from the
vast growth of Hitler’s power, combined with the Nazi hostility to us.
Consider what Hitler has done.

Hitler in less than 4 years has taken over or conquered 13 countries.
Here is his record since 1938: Austria, with 7,000,000 population;
Czechoslovakia, with 10,000,000; Poland, with, say, 20,000,000—now
he has it all, but I refer to his share on the partition in September
1939; Norway, with 3,000,000; Denmark, with 4,000,000; Holland, with
8,000,000; Belgium, with 8,000,000; France, with 42,000,000; Hungary
Rumania, and Bulgaria, with 85,000,000 together; ‘fugoslavia and
Greece, with 22,000,000 together—thus dominating and enslaving
159,000,000 people, partly by coercion and partly by military conquest.
Adding the 70,000,000 in the old Germany, he now has under control
about 230,000,000. Adding Italy with 44,000,000 population, the total
is 274,000,000; and if he conquers Russia, even up to the Urals, he
will have under him about 100,000,000 more, or a total of some 375,
000,000 people. ‘

Besides the countries mentioned there remain in BEurope: Sweden,
with 6,000,000; Finland, with 4,000,000; Switzerland, with 4,000,000;
Spain, with 25,000,000; and Portugal, with 6,000,000; making about
45,000,000 more. :

So, if as General Marshall said, we must contemplate the possible
overrunning by Hitler of Spain and Portugal, and remember that
Sweden and Switzerland are at his mercy. We see that Hitler now
has virtually all Europe in bondage. If he continues his schedule in
Russia, he will have the complete domination of more than 500,000,000
people. Nothing like that has happened either in the modern or
ancient world, nothing even approaching it.

What then does the real crisis consist of? It seems as if nearly
evervone wants to circle around it.

" The real crisis for us is the question of survival of the British Isles
and the British Commonwealth of Nations. Every thoughtful per-
son knows that. - So why not talk about it}
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The real question for the United States is not this vague thing called
“hemisphere defense”; it is the question whether the British Common-
wealth of Nations is to be conquered by Hitler. The issue for the
United States, and what constitutes the present crisis, is the question
whether the British Isles and the British Commonwealth of Nations
outside of this continent are to stand. If Hitler gets them, if he gets
India, with 350,000,000 people; the British isles, with 45,000,000 people;
Australia, with 7,000,000; New Zealand, with 1,750,000; Singapore
and Hongkong—all the British possessions all over the world (except
Canada and the British colonies in the Caribbean, because if he con-
quers them he conquers us)—if he conquers all these, Hitler would
control, even leaving out Jupan, over a billion and a half people out
of the less than 2,000,000,000 people in the world. :

It would be folly not to see that world domination is Hitler’s pur-
pose, and that following other conquests he would try to take possession
or control of South America, and then attack us. DBut he cannot do
those things if the British Isles survive, upon which survival, in turn,
rests the British Commonwealth of Nations.

1f, on the other hand, he should force the capitulation of the British
Isles, then he will be ready to operate on us as surely as the sun will
rise tomorrow.

So when we talk about building an army, is it on the assumption
that we are going to stand back on our own shores and watch the
British Commonwealth of Nations go down? We speak of being in
rendiness; but in readiness for what? Would it be in readiness to
stand aside and see the British Commonwealth of Nations gradualiy
forced toward surrender for lack of our active participation, so that
we would stand alone in the world? Or is it a readiness, if and when
the people want to do it, to fight Hitler, and fight him anywhere in
the world where it is the most effective place to fight? What I am
driving at is the sense of.unreality as to what we are facing that one
gets from some of the questions raised in this discussion. What we
are facing, in my judgment, is the probability of & great and arduous
war, Moreover, what most people do not realize, I t iink, is that if we
do not go into the war that would probably mean a bigger mobilization’
than if we should go into the war. By going in with the British Com-
monvwealth, Hitler can be stopped. But if we do not go into the war,

?llldt if, in ccy}l(lis]e,-quencte,l the British have to capitulate, is it not clear
1at we woulid have to have a still bigger army and a longer peri
mobilization—unless, indeed, we sun f e R of

_ - surrendered oursel
struggle, which we would not do. eives without &

Mr. Erston. Do you advocate a declaration of war? :

Mr. Crark. Yes. But I do not want any of you to think that I am
nuy more warlike than others here. Perbaps fam less so for a good
family reason. My purpose here is not to advocate war,
the [l)\resent 1ssue, but rather to present mi

think it is time to tell the truth.- It has been w 1

L [ ] uth. vell said that the ¢

1s that there is too little plain speaking and hard thinking on (){vlf:ff 13‘12
actually are up against. Unless there is plain s n

tu ss ] eaking abou
Crisis, you cannot expect to maintain the morale o¥ the ti?oo S OtI" fﬂg

public. I think they should be told in plaj

L thir plain langua 1

:*.)lf the crisis is. They should not only be toldgtlﬁa%etl‘;a;ﬁti: l:, l(]:?gge

tlley _shguld be given specifications as to what it consists of. Unless
1t 1s done, many of them may.not, understand it, although' they are

; . That is not
analysis of this situation. I
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amply able to do so if they have the facts. You must remember that
most of these selectees are over 21 years of age, and that they are above
the average in intelligence with relation to the general population, as
the figures show, What the informed people of the country are think-
ing is indicated by the recent Gallup poll taken among people in Who's
W%o only, showing that 45 percent of them favored an immediate
declaration of war. This shows what people who know maps and dis-
tances and populations and who can size up pretty well what the
situation is are thinking. It shows that the well-informed people
of this country understand Eretty well what we are up against. This
means, I believe, that as the facts are better understocod the whole
people will come to the same conclusion.

With further reference to the nature of our problem I want to
ask if you gentlemen would like to have me send you copies of a
pamphlet containing a reprint of Professor Staley’s article entitled
“The Myth of the Continents,” published in the April 1941 issue of
Foreign Affairs. I think it is one of the clearest and most forcible
artitlzzfs I have seen in recent years on our strategic position in the
world.

The CHAmRMAN. I will be glad to have it. T think we would like to
have this brief printed in the record also.

Mr, Cuark. This article explodes and destroys the idea that so-
called hemisphere defense is feasible without the aid of the British
Commonwealth of Nations. It shows exactly what would happen
if Britain should go down. Professor Staley in this article shows
that the distance grom Madison, Wis., to Buenos Aires is as great
as the distance from Madison, Wis., to Manchuria. He shows that it
is farther from Madison, Wis., to Buenos Aires than from Madison;
Wis., to Cairo, Egypt.. ‘ '

The fact is that the only way to defend South America and to,
prevent Hitler from going there, is by a combination of sea and
air power. It is true, as General Marshall publicly said, that Pan-
American- Airways is butlding airfields, but they would be building
them for the Germans if they should get there first, and not for us.
- Now, one word about the relative strength of our position, as com-
pared to a year ago. A Member of Congress happened to sit down
next to me this morning; and he made the same remark that has
been made so often, that the thing to do is to explain to people what'
the nature of this erisis is. - He pointed out that the President had
said two distinct things: First, that there is a great crisis, and sec-
ondly that this crisis is greater for us than a year ago. You will:
remember that in his message the President sharll':ly stressed that
the crisis is greater than it was a year ago, but that he did not assign
any reasons. He asked, in effect, that the people accept his judg-
ment. It is time that the people should to a large extent follow-
the President’s judgment; it would be foolish for them not to do
so, because he has sources of information from all over the world.
However I do not blindly accept anyone’s judgment, for T want to -
do my own thinking; just as I assume Congress wants to do its own
thinking, and most of the people want to arrive at their own con-
clusions. -

There is a tendency, I believe, to underestimate the intelligen
of the American people on an issue like this.

81280—41—4
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I am not talking now only about the people in Who'’s Who, for
there are people of sound judgment, intelligence, and shrewdness
scattered all tErough the population. There are tens of millions of
them, and only 15,000 are represented in Who's Who. DBut our
people want to know the facts. They want to know what are the
facts and inferences that justified the President in saying, first,
that the crisis exists, and, second, that it is greater than it was a
year ago. I have no doubt, of their ability to appraise the situa-
tion, if given the facts. They know that we cannot afford fo let
Britain go down. If you had put the question to the Who's Who
group in the Gallup poll o little differently by asking, “Would you
favor going into the war immediately if it 1s apparent that otherwise
the British Commonwealth of Nations is going down in defeat?” it
would not have been 45 percent in favor of war, but it would be
90 percent.

n o recent Gallup poll in England, some 40 percent of the people
polled—a plurality of those voting—said that they believed that
they could not win this war without the participation of the United
States. Now, I believe that to be a military fact, and I have seen
hardly any informed military man or observer who would not say so.

I do not know any military authority of greater experience than
Col. Frederick Pualmer, the noted war correspondent. Perhaps he
has seen more campaigns than anybody else in this country. I re-
member a8 conversation in October 1939 with Colonel Palmer, I
asked him if he could prevision the course of the war, and he
answered about as follows:

It is risky and maybe foolish to try an answer but I have this in mind, I
think Hitler every day is making his preparations for a campaign in the West.
I think he will invade Holland, Belginm, and France in May or June of 1940
and I think he will probably conquer them. Now, if he does that, there will
be nothing to prevent him from conquering the whole of Europe,

Colonel Palmer did not say anything about Russia, but he referred
to every country on the continent of Europe except Russia. It came
true that France and those other countries collapsed and that Britain
was isolated. Colonel Palmer had anticipated that, but he also said:

I think the British will not collapse even If the Coutinent goes under. A great

people like the British will not go down easily ; they are too brave and tough to
g0 down without a great struggle.

Then he went on to say about as follows:

There wlill probably come a time when vir
be concentrated on two routes, one from Ha
from New York, to the British Isles.
facing the threat of Hitler's dominatio
would probably be the outcome unles:

tually all the ships in the world will
lifax, on the northern route, and one
Then at lJast all will know that we are
n of the whole world; and, indeed, that

the s the United States tpkes it t .
Before that time comes’ the United States will probably not have taielx)la;‘ts gﬁ.

because of inertin, propaganda, and misinformation
great decislon for the United States and the world, But finally must come the

It is amazing how right Colonel Palmer has been. I thi

‘ . - I think, there-
fore, that we would be fooling ourselves if we should applII':)a,ch :{1?5
problem from the standpoint of taking these men into the Army to
remain there for 12 months for training, and then sending them home.

gnggp%(; ]E-tl:at, we would be dealing with the issue from a wholly unreal
You gentlemen, I suggest

when you vote on this , Should know precisely what you are doing

question of maintaining the Army organization
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and preventing its disintegration. You will really be voting on the
question of the existence of a national peril. The issue will not be
that of going into war now, but it will be a question of having an effec-
tive army ready-in the event of war, if and when it should come about.
I believe also that the question should be determined with the thought
in your minds that very likely, and, indeed, probably war has got to
come about—not, of course, because we want war, but because the
alternative is the probable complete domination of the entire world by
Hitler. As I see it, the practical alternative is a surrender to Hitler
or fighting it out with him. _ 5

The likelihood that this alternative would develop is what we
envisaged a year ago. That is why we brought forward the Burke-
Wadsworth bill. That is why we recommended an inventory of our
manpower from 18 to 65 years of age—a Eroposal that was ahead of
its time but will be adopted later, T thin , just as has been done in
England, Australia, and Canada. That is Whﬁ we added to the pro-
vision for the training period a proviso that the service could be ex-
tended if the national interest was imperiled. We were, indeed, hop-
ing against hope that the present situation would not happen. But
now, the situation is developing exactly as the signs of the times and
the events indicated all along. And if this matter is approached from
the viewpoint that to safeguard our interests we must have an army
ready to fight the necessary joint resolution would pass, not by a vote
of 2 to 1 or 3 to 1, but by a virtually unanimous vote. That is what I
think the Congress of the United States should do.

Mr. ErstoN. The original Conscription Act, which, I believe, your
association sponsored, provided, I think, for oniy 8 months of training.

Mr. Cuarg. Yes, sir; but always-with the proviso that the service
be continued if Congress declared the national interest to be imperiled.
Our original suggestion for an 8-month training period was for the
same reason that was mentioned by General Marshall, with reference
to his acquiescence in the 12-months’ period. We thought that the
people of the country did not visualize the situation of affairs clearly
enough to be willing to accept more than an 8-months training period
at that time. As soon ss we saw that they would accept more, we
readily acquiesced in a longer period and, indeed, urged that the
period be increased.

Mr. Fappis. Do you recognize the fact that the idea in the minds of
many American people that the war cannot be won except by some
enemy, or except { an offensive nation, would be broken down if the
were apprised of the truth, not only as to this situation, but as to all
like situations that the world has ever seen? They have drawn the
curtain over their minds and refuse to see it..

Mr. Crarg. I think it is up to ourleaders to warn.them. There is
a chapter in the Book of Ezekiel that is exactly in point. I cannot
quote the language, but it refers to the watchman on the wall to warn
against the enemy’s approach. The prophet says that the watcher was
put there to warn the people of the approach of danger, and “woe be
to him, if he fails in that duty,” Our leaders have warned us, but only
in general terms. The President of the United States, going back to
1938, has often visualized the world situation and has repeatedl
warned us against the aggressors. Yet he was accused of being ras
and of urging the people to war; and that was the most unjust charge
ever made. The Secretary of War has warned us; the Secretary of the
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Navy has warned us; and the Chief of Staff. But for various and
sundry rensons that I do not agree with, they have, until very recently
at least, refrained from giving chapter and verse and stating the spe-
cific facts of the situation that comprise the threat. However, the
other day General Marshall spoke up publicly in mentlonmghthe pos-
gible or probable overrunning of Spain, Portugal, and Nort Africa,
and I am very glad that he did that. He also publicly spoke of the

arrisonin og ,glaska. Now, why do we need to garrison Alaska? I

o not think there is any mystery about that. The facts are plain on
the map. . . ]

The Crarraan. There is a series of air bases already established
up there, and the Bering Strait is only about 50 miles wide,

Mr. CLark. Yes, sir; that is true. It is obvious that we should
have bases there. We do not know what the fate of Russia may be.
1t is very possible that Hitler may attack Russia beyond the Urals,
and advance into and conquer Siberia. In that event, Hitler would
stand right opposite our coast. . . .

Mr. Fabpis, We have today in the Army something slightly in excess
of 1,600,000 ment

Mr. Crarx. There are 1,400,000, I believe,

Mr. Faopis. There are 1,400,000 men. Do you, or not, believe it is
ridiculous for us to claim that it is military preparation to have an
Army of that size here that may have to face an army of at least
5,000,000 men{

Mr. Crang. General Marshall stated publicly to the Senate com-
mittee that 152,000 additional men had bcen already authorized,
which number he wanted to raise. He asked also for slightly less than
150,000 more men, bringing the enlisted strength up to 1,700,000 men,
Wlt.il, I suppose, about 125,000 officers, or a total of over 1,800,000. To
that Nyou would add the Marine Corps, and there are 275,000 men in
the Navy proper. With regard to the numerical strength of the Army,
I was asked 1n the Senate committee whether I thought the 1,800,000
total strength, as indicated by General Marshall, was too small, and I
suid that I would not presume to express an opinion contrary to Gen-
eral Marshall’s judgment. However, I stressed the point that General
Marshall was speaﬁing only as of the present moment, and that he
thought this would be a proper program under the present conditions.
I think General Marshalfsald that he would assume that for the pro-
tection of this hemisphere, that should be an adequate force undet

resent conditions and if the men were highly trained and equipped
thtl:;ntllk ﬂ]lae Pt?gltextb' 1\l\‘ill 51:10\\’ n&s;)l that General Marshall was assuming
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Mr., Crark. I do not think that he could y
. d get dependable t f
Hhing short of 300 daersl Marshall said, X think, that he s come:
ist . -
discipline all those othel? nsef:ples toon troops alone. If Hitler could

) to serve in his arm i
that lle é%efeated Russia, then he could raise out of gﬁogdﬁggz%lgg:)%
people 40,000,000 or 50,000,000 men, X suppose. But that would be
atter they were amalgamated and trained in his ideology, =



REMOVE RESTRICTIONS ON NATIONAL DEFENSE 49

Mr. Faopis. Of course, hunger would have its effect, and he would
control the food supply of Europe. i .

Mr. Crarg. Yes, sir; and he now has Czechs making munitions for
him, and the Norwegians, Danes, Dutch, Belgians, and French are
building ships for him. I think tiley are also making planes for him
in France. With the pressure of hunger over a period of years, he can
persuade many people that it is better to be on his side. The point is
that in face of this vast, unprecedented and hostile force, to say that
our national interests are not imperiled is, I think, to be willfully blind
or hopelessly complacent. I have heard it said that if the American
people are so blind that they cannot sce grave peril to the United States
in that picture, it is time that Hitler did take us over. But I do not
like that cynical view; and I do not think it possible that our people
will be so blind as not to see the danger at last.

Mr. Crason. Did I understand you to state that you expected that
the United States would engage in actual fighting before the war was
over?

Mr. Crark. Yes; but I want to give my answer very carefully.
I think in the first place, that we should have a well organized and
trained force of troops so that it will be able to fizht on good terms
and not against hopeless odds against any force likely to be brought
against them. To answer more directly, I think it is very probable,
or, at least, quite likely, that before the end, a part of our Army
will be in the ficht,

Mr. Crason. Outside of the Western Hemisphere?

- Mr. Cragg. Yes, sir; some of them. e

Mr. Crason. It was the purpose of your committee to bring in the
first part of the Selective Service Act, and the committee thereby
brought it into being?

ME. Crark. Yes, sir; we had something to do with it. We pro-
posed it.

- Mr. CrasoN. And the idea now is to keep this Army in a fighting
})osétion, and your committee has in mind using this Army in foreign
ands. :

Mr. Crarg. I expressed my personal views in saying that I be-
lieved some, at least, of our Army would need to fight abroad before
this thinﬁ is over. I was expressing my personal view to that effect,
except that I am sure that many of the members hold the same
opinion that I do. However, the committee contains some men who
would certainly differ with me in that point. It contains, in fact
a few men who are isolationists. However, I am certain that all o
them hold the same view that I do about having the Army ready.
to fight. I want to be frank about the other question; and I believe
that most of the members of our group think that part of our Army
will probably or very likely have to fight outside of what is commonly
called the Western Hemisphere. Please do not get that mixed up
with the question of favoring a declaration of war now, because
that is an entirely different matter. Some of our members wounld
doubtless vote for an immediate declaration of war, and some would
not. There may even be one or two who, while advocating prepara-
tion, would take chances on letting Hitler conquer the whole world
outside the Western Hemisphere without our trying to stop him, but
few, if any, of us would want to take that risk.
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I wish to make it clear, however, that our committee is not here to
advocate war, but all of our group ﬁrml{ believe that the Army
should be prepared and ready, just as well prepared as if we were
certain now that it would have to fight. )

My, CrasoN. Are you one of the Committee of Fight for Freedom,
which is interested in advancing theories or facts in regard to the war
situation? ]

Mr. CLark. Yes,sir, I personally belong to the Fight for Freedom
Commiittee.

Mr. CrasoN. Are you an officer in that committee?

Mr, Crark. I am on its board of directors.

Mr. CrasoN. You are an active member of that committee?

My, Crark. Yes, sir. I do not have much time to give to it, but I
believe in it. I personally think that it is in the Interest of the
United States, just as the 45 percent of the people represented in Who's
Who poll thin]{, to enter the war. I think it is to the cold-blooded
interest of the United States to enter the war now. T think that fewer
lives would be lost if we did it now. I think that would be the wise

olicy. I think that most of the people would be for that if they had
?ull information on the world situation,

Mr, CrasoN. Do I understand that if you should read recent issues
of the New York Times you would find all of the facts that have been
brought out in this hearing before the committee today ¢

Mr. Crark. No, sir; not all. But I think about 90 percent of
them would be found there. When I say this, I qualify it to this
extent—that facts have been printed which, if read by informed readers,
who could read between the lines, would give the information about
South America and the intrigues going on down there in Uruguay,
Argentinn, Bolivia, and so forth, that have been brought out here.
Those facts have been fully reported in the New York Times in great
detail during the last year. :

. Mr.Marmin. What size Army does your organization figure on keep-
ing in the service?

{r. Cuark. We have no view on that as an organization.

Mr. MarTiN. Do you have any recommendafion to make in that
regard{

{r. Crark. No, sir.

Mr. MarTIN. Are you opposed to releasing any of the trainees from
the service? '

Mr. Crark. No, sir. On the contrary, men over 28
should go out, as well as all those men that would su

years of a%e

ship fier undue har
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Mr. Eiston. Your organization also wrote in the bill the provision
thut requires all men between the ages of 21 and 45 years to serve in
combat forces, and that all between 18 and 21 and 45 and 64 years of
age should be registered.

Mr. Crark, As to the provision for registration from 18 to 64 years
of age and liability for military service from 21 to 45, that statement
needs qualification, The bill carried a careful formula with respect
to the men in the various age ranges. As to those within the range
from 36 to 45, I think not exceeding 7 percent of those inducted were
to be in that age range; as to those within the age range from 31 to
36, I think not exceeding 10 percent of those inducted were to be in
that age range; and in the age range from 25 to 31—I have forgotten
the exact formulas, but they were so drawn that older men would, in
practice, have been called upon only in small numbers and only where
they did not have dependents. All this was explained in the hearin
a year ago. The theory was explained by Colonel Donovan when he
was here. Some thought that in the German Army the infiltration
of some older men woried out very well, that a slight stiffening and
sprinkling of older men would make for a better army. We were pro-
ceeding upon that theory. Whether Colonel Donovan was right about
it I do not know ; but his arguments were not to be lightly ignored.

Mr, Euston. You just got through saying that you agreed with
General Marshall that all of these men over 28 should be deferred
from military service.

Mr. Crarx. That is my personal view. I have myself become edu-
cated on that point.

Mr. ELston. When did you become educated to that?

Mr, Crark, Gradually, I believe, in the course of the last year, hear-
ing reports from the camps and so on. Nevertheless, I think there was
great merit in Colonel Donovan’s argument, which is in the minutes
of this committee, that there should be a small sprinkling of older men.
Of course, there is such a sprinkling in our Regular Army. But he
thought it should apply, too, in this new draft army. It was, I believe,
what the Germans do and he thought that such a sprinkling would
make the most effective Army.: : :

Our General Staff apparently does not think so. They apparently
think that under the present conditions, at least, the older men do not
fit in very well, and had better be discharged. That is an expert opinion
and I defer to it. )

- Mr. MarTin. When did you abandon your attitude on the matter of
$5 a month?

Mr. Crarg. The first day the bill came up.

Mr. MarriN, The $5-a-month concept, then, did not carry over into
the present idea of unlimited service.

r. Crarg. The $5-a-month idea was simply to apply during an
8-month training period. '

Mr. MarTIN. %uring an 8-month training period. -

Mr. Crarg, That is, if the men were called into service, as distin-
guished from the 8 months training, we never had any idea of $5 a
month but on the contrary assumed they would have the regular pay.
We looked on this idea of training for a limited period as a duty of
citizenship.

The Ceamaax. Ithink that isimmaterial on the question of whether
or not there is an emergency here now.,
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Mr. MarmiN. I have one further question. Did your orgamzation
agree with the American Legion’s national convention resolution of
1919 drawing a distinction between conscription for service and con-
scription for armed forces? . ]

Mr. Crare. The purpose of our association following the World
War

Mr. Marmin. Did you agree with those resolutions of the first na-
tional convention of the American Legion drawing a distinction
between the two? '

Mr. Crark. Could you tell me o little bit more about that?

Mr. MarTin, The distinction made in the resolution of the first
National Convention of the American Legion in Minneapolis in
1919 was as between conscription for training and conscription for
armed service,

Mr. Crark. No; we never agreed with that. Our platform al-
ways Wus—compuisory military training in peace and compulsory
selective service in war. We thought every time you raise an army
for war, that the system adopted in 1917 was correct; that it is a
duty of citizenship, and that is the theory upon which the bill
that we proposed in June 1940 was drafted.

Mr. Marrin. Did your organization have anything to do with
the shaping of the National Defense Act of 1920%

Mr. Crark. I think only with regard to the citizens’ military
traihing camps which we were very much interested in,

Mr. Marmn, Did you have any part in setting the length of time
for training that was set out in that proposal for conseription, in
that act?

Mr. Crarr. Yes; we did, but that unfortunately did not pass;
I was spenking of the National Defense Act, as enacted.

l\;r. MarmiN. Do you know the length of time specified in that
act

Mr. Cuarg. Four months,

Mr. Marrry., Two months optional extension, was there not?

Mr. Cragg, Yes, sir; and other features for further training as
reservists. That was a peacetime measure. On that basis we
thoufht 4 months was good enough, and also that it was all that
could be passed. That training act passed the Senate committee
and I think was unanimously recommended. But it failed in the
Senate and never even got to the House. If it had passed Congress
we would probably not be mesting here today; it would not have
been necessary. I thank you for your patience,

The CramamaN. Thank you very much, Mr,
(Mr. Clark filed the following briets)” = e

REMovaL oF TIME RESTRICTIONS oX ACTIVE SERVICE oF SELECTEES
£

NattonaL Guagrp
MeN AND ReseRvE OFFICERS

BTATEMENT IN SUPPORT OF THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE PRESIDENT AND THE WAEB
. DEPARTMENT
This decument contains g short statement of the reaso

.li?lf;rlbctions on length of sen_;ice should be removed by tn'ésc‘?ﬁﬁrég
e l;fotnld grounds upon which this action is advocated ave: (1) I:i

" tho i nia ;vdorld situation and to prevent the disintegration of the Arm
o e United States, the Congress should forthwith declare that “the
onal interest is imperiled.” (2) If this disintegration were per-
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.. mifted the power and influence of the Unlted States would be seriously " .
impaired and Its interests endangered. (3) Any objection that the
;asxtenaion of service would involve a breach of contract or of good faith

unsound. . - ' .o o o

(Sﬁbmltted by Members of the National Emérgency Committee of the Military
il?;:ll;llng Camps Associution of the United States, New York, N, X., July 21,

Removar, oF TiMeE RESTRICTIONS ON ACTIVE SERVICE OF SELECTEES, NATIONAL
: Quagps MEN aND RESERVE OFFICERS S

o _ INTHODUCTION -

In this statement thé undersigned members of the national emergency com- .
mittee of the Military Training Camps Association of the United States® support
the urgent recommendation of the President and his military advisers for the
prompt removal of the legnl restrictions (under the Selective Service Act) limit-
ing the time of service of the selectees and the restrictions (under Public Reso-
lution 98 or August 27, 1940) with respect to the Nationnl Guard and Reserve
components. ‘ .

Nearly all the undersigned are former officers of the Army of the United States,
and most of us had experience in the command of troops In France in 1917-18,
None of us is a professional soldler; and we are all now in civil life. We are
all members of the National Emergency Committee of the Military Training
Camps Association, which was formed in May 1040, to draft and sponsor the
bill that was introduced by Senator Burke and Representative 'Wadsworth on
iune 20-21, 1940, and became law on September 16, 1940, as the Selective Service.

ct. . ) ' ’ -

Representatives of our committee appeared before the Committees on Military
Affairs of the Senate and the House in July 1940, in support of the Burke-
Wadsworth bill. We have retained a strong interest in the workings of the
Selective Service Act. We believe it of crucigl importance that the Congress
shali declare that “the national interest is Imperiled” pursuant to section 3 (b),
of the Selective Serviceé Act, s0 as to permit the President to extend the time
of service of the selectees. We also believe that similar action should be taken
by the Congress with respect to the time of service of the National Guard and
Reserve officers. . ) . o
1 IN VIEW OF THE WORLD SITUATION AND TO PREVENT THE DISINTEQRATION OF THE

ARMY OF THE UNITED STATES THE CONGRESS SHOULD FORTHWITH DECLARE THAT

THE NATIONAL INTEREST IS TMPERILED . )

The Chief of Staff conservatively and carefully stated to the Senate Militnry
Affairs Committee on July 9 and July 17 that the practical effect of continuing
the present restrictions would be to disintegrate the Army, and that the prob-
lems presented in such event would be insoluble. '
* General Marshall also stated on July 9 and again on July 17 that our Nation
is confronted by a grave crisis and that the dangers to this country are greater
than a year ago, when the selective-service bill was under debate. He gnve
fmpressive reasons for his conclusions. We concur with those conclusions and
- ‘those reasons, :

We believe that what the Copngress and the whole people bave to face is that
a great and conquering power is loose in the world; that the entire resources of
an immensely powerful nation with a strong military tradition have been su.
premely organized, not only to conquer all Europe, but to dominate the whole
world. Until we face up to these simple facts, we cannot visualize the nature
and the degree of the threat to our Nation, .

Prior to the intreduction of the Burke-Wadsworth bill on June 20, 1940, Nazi
Germany had already taken Austria, Czechoslovakia, Nerway, Holland, and

1The Military Tralning Camps Assoclation of the United States was formed In 1918 to
embody the so-called “Platisburg Idea ™ Tbe association sponsored the pre-World War
Plattsborg Camps, and alded the War Department in the organization of the great Officers’
training camps of 1917, After the World War It advocated, without success, the ennctment
of compulgory univerral trainin®. Svbsequently. the nssoclation, for 20 years, aided the
War Department in the recruitment of the Citizens Military Tralning Cam ince 1922
in a semiofficial relation with the War Department through the system of civiilan afdes to
the Secretary of War.



54 REMOVE RESTRICTIONS ON NATIONAL DEFENSE

Belgium. In the 13 months since June 20, 1940, this course of conquest has been
stendily and relentlessly pursued. We have seen the capitulation and complete
subordination of France. We have watched vast and destructive attacks upon
Britain, both by sea warfare and by the bombing of her ports, factories, and
citles. While these attacks have failed to crush the spirit of the British people,
they have inflicted n greater loss of life on sea and land than is commouly
realized in thls country. They have destroyed an enormous tonnage of mer-
chant vessels and a large number of warships, and they have caused immense
material damnge to industrial resources and homes in Britain. We have wit-
nessed the subjugation of Rumania, Bulgaria,” and Hungary by coeerclon and
threats, We have seen the military conquest of Yugoslavia, Albania, and Greece.

The net result of these vast events has been to give Nazi Germany actual posses-
sion or dominance of virtually all Europe. Now, we are witnessing the sudden
and ruthless attack of Germany upen Russia—an attack which has already pene-
trated far inside the Russian borders apd threatens to render Russia virtually,
if not entirely, impotent. If Russin be conquered or rendered helpless, Hitler's
conquests will have gone farther than those of any conqueror of modern times;
his power will have Increased to an extent that plainly constitutes a critical
threat to every other country in the world.

‘We must face the faet that this danger may become still greater. In his testi-
mony on July 17, General Marshall mentloned the pessibility of the sudden over-
runping of Spain, Portugal, and North Africa. Such an event would plainly
endanger all of West Africa, and indeed the whole African continent, with tre-
mendous implications for us, General Marshall also mentioned the urgent neces-
sity of reinforcing our garrisons in Alaska for reasons which he did not specify
but which any rensoning person can perceive. If the German invasion of Russia
should run its full course through Siberin, the threat to our interests in the
Pacific and our Northwestern territory is plain.

We must further face the fact that German ambitions go beyond the conguest
of vnst territories and extend to the establishment of bases throughout the world
and the vltimate control of all the oceans, as was publicly stated by Admiral
Raeder, chief of the German Navy, in January 19412 ‘ .

Bevond all these things is the doubtful position of Japan: and as to Latin
America the varlous disquieting signs which make it clear that a victorious
Germany would seek domination over some or all of those countries.

It i3 a literal fact that danger looms from every continent and from nearly
every point of the compass. The truth is that the encirclement of this Nation is
underway to nn extent that few, until recently, have realized, -

In the face of these facts anyone who denies the existence of a eritica] military
donger to the United States and its interests is, we believe, either hopelessly
col‘l:r{;::altl(ent-ﬂt or xlw:il]li{::llsrubllnd.1 s . .
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It goes without saying that a defent of the pending proposal, strongly urged as it
Is by the President and his military advisers, would mean to the whele world that
our democratic system had broken down in a ¢risis; that our professions of oppo-
sition to the totalitarian powers are empty; and that the United States does not
really mean to go through with its resistance to the aggression of the Axis Powers,

Unquestionably, the general staffs of Nazi Germany and of the other totalitarian
powers are watching with keen eye the action of the Congress of the United States
on this issue, ' Nothing could be better devised to encourage them in. their belief
that democracy, and especially the Unlted States, is unable to function at a dan-
gerous moment, than the defeat of the President's recommendation. It would be
treated and advertised by them as a repudiation of the President and of the whole
policy of the United States under the Lend-Lease Act and mainly other measures,

Just as a defeat of the President’'s recommendation would vastly encourage the
Axis Powers, it would have a correspondingly depressing effect upon the morale
of the British Commonwealth of Nations, to whose active support the United States
has been so strongly and so repeatedly pledged.

It has been fairly said that from the standpoint of our power and prestige in the
world the defeat of the President’s recommendation would be equivalent to the
sinking overnight of a third of our battleship force,

We beg the Congress to estimate these considerations as of prime Importance,

‘We submit that it should be unthinkable in so grave a crisis of world history
that the United States should consciously and deltberately eripple its growing
military power, .

HOI. THE EXTENSION OF BERVICE INVOLVES NO BREACH OF CONTRACT OH G0OD FAITH

The suggestion has been made that some sort of breach of contract, or at least a
breach of faith, would be involved in an extension of the time of service of the
selectees, National Guard, and Reserve officers. ‘While no actual or express eon-
tract has been asserted, it has been said that, since both the Se¢lective Service Act
and Public Resolution 96 provided for 12 months' active duty, a “virtual contract™
or something “in the nature of a contract” thereby arose.

We believe that such suggestions are irresponsible and without any foundation
in fact or law.

It is first to be said that even if there were a contract it would necessarily have
been made subject to the inherent, sovereign right of the Nation to protect its
safety, This right is implicit in every relation between a government and its citi-
zens, The self preservation of the Nation js the first and paramount law. In the
present instance, however, it i3 unnecessary to invoke this prineciple becnuse it is
plain that no contract, virtual or otherwise, can be spelled out.

The statutory provisions regarding length of service are different in the case
of the selectees from those retating to the Reserve components, and therefore the
questions are technierlly separate.

With relation to the selectees we stress the fact that the Selective Service Act
was not intended; advocated, or worded as a measure adapted to normal times.
This is true of the Burke-Wadsworth bill as introduced on June 20, 1940, and, we
believe, equally true of the bill as it beeame law on September 16, 1940. :

The Burke-Wadsworth bill was conceived as an emergency measure to assist in
raising and training a new emergency Army. That and only that was its primary
purpose. It may have been in the minds of some to make a test of compulsory
military tralning that might be valuable for the framing of a more permanent
long-time system designed to avoid the errors of the past and to prevent us from
once again being caught unprepared. However, any such purpose was purely
subordinate and incidental.

It was repeatedly testified in the hearings when the bill was presented that it
was framed to meet the emergency, which was envisaged as already existing and
likely to grow greater. And it was distinctly stated that if it had been intended
to propose a measure adapted to quieter times the bill would have been framed
on entirely different lines.?

3 The following witnesses represented the National Emergency Committee of the Miltary
Training Camps Association before the Committees on Military Allairs of the Senate and
the House in July 1940: Col. Jullus Ochs Adler, Grenville Clark, James B. Conant, Col.
Willlam J, Donovan, Col. Frederick Palmer, Brig. Gen. John MeA. Pglmer (retired), and
Col. Lewis Sanders. All of these witnesses advocated the bill a8 An emergency mensure,
and one (President Conant) made it clear that he was not committed to the principle of
compulsory military training in normal times and supported the bill only because he deemed
it necessary to the safety of the Nation in time of crisis.
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The language of the bill, as Introduced, was written strig:tly in accor_dance with
this conception of the bill as an emergency measure to raise an effective fighting
force. As introduced the bill contained the following (sec. 4 (b).} with regurd to-
liability for tralning and service: : }

“If and so long as the United States is not at war, each man §elected for train-
ing and service shall serve for a training period of 8 consecutive months: Pro-
vided, That If during his training period the Congress shall declare that the
pational interest is imperiled, he shall be subject to service until the national
interest permits his being relieved from active service.”

While under debate the above-quoted provision was amended to increase !:he
training perlod te 12 months; and the language of that part of the provision
relating to an extension of the period of service was amended without, however,
changing its substance. As enacted (sec. 3 (b)) the language is as follows;

“Kach man {nducted under the provisions of subsection (&) shall serve for a
training and service period of 12 consecutive months, unless sooner discharged,
except that whenever the Congress has declared that the national interest is
imperiled, such 12.month perlod may be extended by the President to such time
as may be necessary in the interests of national defense.” :

It is clear, therefore, that not oniy the draftsmen of the original bill but the
Congress contempinted and provided for the very contingency which has now
occurred, This contingency was that the international situation was likely to
become still more serious than it was in July, 1040, and thus require an extension
of service.

Accordingly we submit that the history of the bill while under discussion in the
Congress evidences an intent that the period of service should be extended if the
sltuation so developed that “the national interest is imperiled.” Beyond that, the
precise language of the law is such as to negative any iden of a contract, virtual
or otherwise, against extending the 12-month period of service.

Under all these circumstances, we submit that no man indueted under the
Selective Service Act can with any justice, legal or otherwise, claim that his
rights are being Infringed upon by an extension of service made in accordance
with the very terms of the law under which he was inducted, . .

it Is true that it was hoped that the inducted men might be placed in their
recerve status at the end of 12 months’ training. But this was no more than
o hupe. It Is true also that instances of undue hardship will arise from a service
longer than 12 months because of home circumstances or other reasons. These
cnses, ns General Marshall has testified, will be taken care of considerately.
The essentlal point, however, is that the hope of restricting the active-duty period
to 12 months and the cases of Inevitable hardship have nothing to do with the
unfgu;ld{(t!lcll claim that any breach of contract is involved or any breach of
good falth,

We all hate the situntion which has been brought about by the i
the dictators. We all bate war.  We all hate the lnconvenignces :ggriisrggﬁisi
that arise from the necessity of preparing to defend the country as the priece of
retaining our integrity and our independence as a free and uncoerced people.
We all hope that the crisis will pass. But all these legitimate hates and hopes
do not alter the fact that in the world as it is today we must have an effective
army of tralned men ready to tight. Nor do our emotions change the fact that
we eannot have such an army unless the time of service restrictions are removed

The problem as affecting the National Guard and the reserve com onpn[‘,s:
under Public Resolution 96 of August 27, 1040, and the provisi il
Defense Act, is technically @iff y ) - provisions of the National

) y erent because of the difference in the wording of

those laws from the language of the Selective Serv in s
stance the underlying considerations ' the egenowerer, in sub-

are the same as in the cas
The National Guard, the Reserve officers, the retired oﬂicirg (c))ff t:]l?esgicgﬁalisl:
irmy, and the enlisted reserve all form, with the selectees, elements of a single
trmy of the United States. It need hardly be argued that if it is necessary
sg!ll‘xé:&l‘;e ttlllni p:%\;iislm}s ?}f the Selective Service Act to extend the service ofn the
dlﬂerentiy. oational Guard nnd reserve Ccomponents should not be treated

CONCLUSION ' )

estIin egnci:%lon, we express the thou

mnte the common

to s S sense and intelligence of the American ‘people as applied
‘We believe that the America

at this time of having an en':c TreP

ght that there may be a tendency to under-

¥y comprehend the ahsolute necessit
tive fighting Army, even though this involve;
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inconvenience or hardship to themselves or their relatives. We believe that
the vast majority now perceivé that it would be the grossest folly to disintegrate
our Army of 1,500,000—now only partly trained—by leaving in force legal pro-
visions that permit two-thirds of the men in the ranks and three-fourths of the
officers to retarn to civil life at the end of 4 year's duty.

The people perfectly understand that the practical effect of the present restric-
tions on time of service would be to dissipate the efforts of the past year and
seriously impair our Army's strength just at the moment. that our power is
growing to formidable proportions. ’

The people do not, want to diminish our strength in the present era of ruthless
power; they want to increase it, They prize the dignity and prestige of their
courtry. They would resent having it improvidently destroyed. If there be
those that think the contrary, we believe that they underestimate the intelligence
of the people, ’ . .

We submit, therefore, that—as recommended by the President, the Secretary
of War. and the Chief of Staff—the Congress should forthwith declure that
“the national interest is imperiled” as contemplated and provided by section
8 (b) of the Selective Service Act, and thus empower the President to extend
the time of service of the selectees. The Cohgress should also, by appropriate
legislation, provide for a like extension of service of the National Guard, the
Reserve officers, and other reserve components. .

Respectfully submitted. '

Paul Shipman Andrews, Francis R. Appleton, Douglas Arant, Charles

Arbuthnot 3d, Erpest L. Bell, Jr.,, David M, Bowes, Dr. A. L.
Boyce, Kenneth P, Budd, Edward R. Burke, Henry B. Cabot, Philip
A. Carroll, William M. Chadbourne, William C. Chanler, Gaylord
Lee Clark, Grenvilie Clark, William Clark, James B. Conant,
Dudley Davis, Harold W. Dodds, William J. Donovan, Lewis W.
Douglas, John P. Freeman, Duncan G. Harris, Henry 8. Hooker,
Colgate Hoyt, Henry James, Robert H. Jamiscn, Beniamin Joy,
_Roger D, Lapham, Loyal Leale, Ralph Lowel]l, Tompkins Mcil-
‘vane, J. Craig McLanahan, George G. McMurty, Robert C. Rand,
Charles B. Reeves, Alfred Roelker, Elibu Root, Jr., Harry 8. Sem-
mes, Archibald G. Thacher, Dallas S. Townsend, Samuel A. Wel-
don. Westmore Willcox, Jr., Tom R. Wyles.

"The Ceamman. The next witness is General Palmer.

STATEMENT OF JOHN McKAY PALMER, BRIGADIER GENERAL,
UNITEY? STATES ARMY, RETIRED, HILL, N. H.

The CrammaN. General Palmer, will you please give us your name
state your connection, if you have any, whom you represent, and tell
us of your past experience so that we may profitably weigh your
testimony.

General Psuyver. My name is John McK. Palmer, brigadier gen-
eral, United States Army, retired. My residence is Hill, N. H.

The Caamman, What military experience have you had?

General P+raer. I was on the General Staff both before and during
the World War. I prepared a plan of military organization for Sec-
retary Stimson and (General Wood before the World War, in 1912,
It was published by Szcretary Stimson under the title “Organiza-
tion of the Land Forces of the United States” and attached to his
annual report for 1912. _ ‘
- I was back on the General Staff just before the war, and tock part
in the organization of the war Army. Then I went to France as an
Assistant Chief of Staff under General Pershing, and after the armis-
tice I was sent back by him to take part in the plans for a permanent
military. organization. . . e
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A little later T became the advisor of the Senate Military Committee
and assisted in the preparation of the Nationa] Defense Act of 1920.

In 1922, when General Pershing became Chief of Staff, I was de-
tailed as his aide-de-camp, and assisted in carrying that law into
effect. -

T retired from active service for disability in 1926, and since then
have devoted myself to historical and literary work, principally on
the subject of military institutions. .

Mr. &Jhairman, I have a short statement of certain historical inci-
dents bearing upon the issue before the committee, and also upon the
general worl% situation, It is not a long statement.

The Cuairman. Is it in writing

General Paraer, It is in writing, and if you prefer,-I can simply
hand it to the reporter. _
The Crammman. I should prefer if you would do that, and we will

print it in the record. We shall be glad to have you comment on it,
generally, if you wish,

(The statement filed by General Palmer is as follows:)
STATEMFENT 0Y GENFRAL PALMFR

There are certnin incidents in our past history which throw a eclear light
on the subject matter of these henrings and also upon the present world crisis,
-~ In the summer of 1919, the Senate Military Committee under its chairman,
James W. Wadsworth, sought to erect a sound and permanent military system
upon our costly experience in the World War. In the following January, after
exhaustive hearings in his committee, Wadsworth introduced a bill in the
Senate. It provided that the divisions of the National Guard and National
Army which had fought in the World War should be perpetuated as a permanent
Institution for the future, and that they should be kept full of trained men
through a system of universal military training. 'This plan was not so novel
ng may appear, for Wadsworth simply proposed a modern adaptation of a plan
which Washington transmitted to the First Congress in January 1790.

If the Wadsworth bill bad passed we would have heen prepared for present
world crisis which Hitler precipitated in 1940. 1In addition to the Regular Army
there would have been (5 divisions In the Natlonal Guard and the Organized
Reserves, all of them filled with men who had had military training and all of
them commanded by officers accustomed to lead them in the field. In addition,
there would have been an unorganized reserve of about 10,000,000 men who had
graduated from the citizen army during the past 20 years.’ In these circum-
stances it would not have been necessary to pasg the Selective Service Act last
sunll:lner f;:rt tlnla reservolr of trained manpower would have been full, The
problem of further preparedness would have been the simple pr ]
out existing units for additional training. ple problem of calling

But Wadsworth was unable to get his plan through Congress.
was not yet ready to accept the great Washin
tary training and service. As we had
mouey on future military training? A

The country
gtonian principle of universal mili-
Just won a war to end war, why spend

S we had just made the worl T
democracy, why arm her for the future? An g0 we joined Britain m:ddog?-fgtlflgr

sister democracies In creating a culture medium of pacifism, a
nnlrrogrl lsoltglo]n for the baeillus of Hitlerism to thrlvepﬂl. » appeasement, and
n the nctunl case, we were taken by surprise when Hitler o :
the spring of 1M0. Instend of being filled, the reservoir of t::ggél E:ﬁmg
was empty. It was obvious that a great army must be created and that the emply
reservolr must be refilled. To do this under a system of voluntary recrnitment
was obviously impossible, The only possible solution was selective military
training and service, and this solution was promptly adopted by Congress in the
%&;ﬁ}:g&grﬂ;ﬂ Aicnt :‘;ell?:ol;ail;ld in doing so it finally accepted a principle that
ning as on
Amerlenn Repubie g g e of the essential foundationg of the new

With this great law on the statute book

lendership of the Chief of Staff, Lns been erenting a proatenirelt, under the

reating a great modern army, and for
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the first time in our history we have been able to make effective preparations to
meet a great military crisis. But now, that great constructive work is threat-
ened by the fact that the whole organization will begin to disintegrate in the near
future unless the terms of service of citizen-soldiers pow in the ranks are ex-
tended.. Fortunately, it was provided in the original law that the 12-month
training period should be extended in a time of great national peril—and that
time is now here.

Since Congress has adopted a scientific solution of the manpower problem

in the Selective Service Act of 1940, it may be interesting to consider a period
in our history when the future of America was serlously threatened because
Congress had adopted a bad manpower policy.
. In the summer of 1775, soon after the Battle of Bunker Hill, an ndequate
army might have been filled with men who were willing to enlist for the dura-
tlon of the war. This was Washington’s opinion, as formally expressed in
letters to the President of Congress. If this policy had been adopted, the Con-
tinéntal Army would soon ‘have become a veteran force,.and :it would: have
outnumbered the enemy on every subsequent battlefield. In these circum-
stances, the war should have ended in decisive American victory before the
winter of Valley Forge, before the collapse of the public credit and before it
was necessary to call France in to bolster up a tottering cause. But, the
Continental Congress would not adopt this sound poliey. Instead, all enlist-
ments were made to terminate with the current year. When the first year
ended, the enthusiasm inspired by Bunker Hill had subsided. Most of the
volunteers of 1775 refused to reemlist for the campaign of 1776, and now it
became difficult to obtain even raw recruits. As a result of this policy, it
became necessary to form a new army each year, and each year the Army
was smaller than it was the year before. Later, Congress adopted a longer
period of service, but not until it was too late to maintain an effective army.
If Washington had been permitteéd to retain the soldiers trained in 1775, Howe's
Army might have, been defeated in 1776, and could not have survived the cam-
paign of 1777.

And so, the war dragged on through 1778 and 1779. Washington had many
opportunities to end it but his Army was always too weak. In the fall of the
latter year, word came to him that Rochambeau would come to America with -
French troops next spring. If Congress would give him an effective Army to
cooperate with the French the campaign of 1780 should lead to decisive vic-
tory. Washington reported the situation to Congress., The organized strength
of the Continental Army was about 40,000, but there were only 29,000 on the
rolls and of these many were absent from sickness and other causes. By next
spring there would be only 19,000 men on the rolls and many of these would
not be available for duty with the Army. There would be an unpredictable
number of trained soldiers and an unpredietable number of raw recruits. With
such uncertain resources as these it would be !mpossible to plan an effective
cooperation with the French. Washington, therefore, proposed that each State
should draft enough men to fill its quota and that they should be sent to the
Arm by New Year's Day so that they counld be trained before the spring cam-
paign. This was the only possible solution of the problem that confronted
him. But, Congress pald no heed to his recommendations. It would@ not pro-
vide for a draft. It would not even establish the quotas until late in the
spring and until this was done not even voluntary recruiting could begin.

By May of 1780 Wasbington had only 11,000 men under his immediate com-
mand, and of these 2,000 would be discharged within the next 2 months.
Small a4 bis Army was it was necessary for him to send reenforcements to
South Carolina, whete General Lincoln was confronted by superior forces. In
the fall of the following year after providing a meager garrison to guard the
strategic fortress at West Point, Washington had only about 2,000 Continentals
to march with him from the Hudson down to Yorktown.

Why did Congress ignore Washington’s advice? Chief Justice John Mar-
shall gives us an answer to this question. In his Life of Washington, he
wrote:

“Notwithstanding the embarrassments with which Congress was surronnded
it is not easy to find adequate reasons for the neglect of representations so
interesting, and of recommendations apparently so essential to the safety of
the United States.

“Private letters disclose the fact that two parties still agitated Congress.
One entered freely into the views of the Commander in Chief. The other,
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jealous of the Army, and apprehensive of its hostility to liberty when peace
should be.restored, remained unwilling to give stability to its Constitution by
increasing the numbers who were to serve during the war, Tlgey seemed to
drend the danger from the enemy, less than the danger which might be appre-
hended for the civil authority from its permanent character. o

What this bolls down to Is this: Congress denied Washington the certain
menns of speedy victory because an obstructionist faction feared that if given
an effective army, he would make himself a dictator. This factlon was only
a minority, but it was strong enough to thwart every attempt at effective
military organization since the beginning of the war. Theirs was a delicate
probiem in equilibrium. They would make their Army just barely strong
enough to defent King George, but not strong enough to make Washington an
American Cromvwell after the victory. This was the sole cause of a prolonged
war with all of its attendant economic and social distresses, It is well for
us to remember that in his struggle for American independence, Washington
bnd much less opopsition from the British Army than he had from jealous
and narrow obstructionists in the Continental Congress. :

The military system which President Washington proposed was strictly a
nutlonal-defense organization. Though he proposed it as a means of preventing
war, hls countrymen rejected it. But the military system which Frederick the
Great bequeathed to Germany was never a defensive organization. It was delib-
erately designed as a conquest machine from the beginning. Irederick employed
it to nperandize Prussia within Germany, He probably never thought of world
dominion in his day. But the seeds of future world congquest were inherent in
the organizatlon which he contrived and would inevitably develop with growing
opportunity in the future. Bismarck used the congquest machine ; first, to crush a
growing democratie movement in Germany, and then to unite- Germany under
autocratic Prussia. After Bismarck's victories over Austria and France, a con-
quest machine was no longer needed for the "defense of Germany or for the
protection of legitimnte German interests. If retained, thes Garman Ganeral
Staff must find grist for it outside of Germany, and so with growing opportunity
it would eventually and inevitably aim at world dominion. But for the unex-
pected awakening of America this was all but accomplished in 1818,

Since World War I the Gerinnin General Staff has consistently aimed at
world dominion as the ultlmate goal of the German people. But the owpor-
tunity catwe sooner than was expected. The English-speaking peoples to whom
the strategic outposts of civilization were entrusted were found to be doped in
pacifism, appeasement, nnd narrow jsolation. Herein lies the real cause of the
present erisis. There was a high barometer of overmilitarisin in the region of
autocracy and a low barometer of undermilitnrism jn the region of democracy.
tlence the inevitable storn. The complacent pacifism of the democracies gave
Nzl militarism {ts tempting opportuntty.

After rejecting Washington's advice for 150 years, the American people returned
to it in the Selecrtive Service Act of 1940. Our future and the future of eciviliza-
tion depend upot preserving and perfecting the organization that our Government
is ereating under the provisiong of that nct.

In my opinion, our peril is greater than it ever has been in onr history. - All
of the forces of nazi-isin are deployed against us. 1In order to achieve his clearly
revealed alm, Hitler must conquer or enclrele the United States.

General PavLarr. Referring to the statement that I have filed for
the record, I would call attention to the fact that if the bill introduced
in the Senate by Chairman Wadsworth had passed the Congress we

would have been fully prepared when this Hitler crisis occurred in
1940. There wou

1d not have been any manpower problem and it would
not have been necessa

to pass a Salective Servi
have had, in additionry ! Service Act. We would

A to the Regular Army, 55 divisi . '
tional Guard and thé Organized Rese Y, 55 divisions in the Na

u ) rves, all filled with men who had

had training, all units commanded by oﬁi;:ers accustomed torie‘:;d (;:hem

1':1& ntlilze (fiield. And 1fn ?)ddltti%noi(;){()) that there would have been an unor:
ed reservoir of abon 000 i '

gome military taaieot 10,00, men in the country who had had
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If we had been in that situation, the only thing that would have been
necessary would be to order existing units out for such additional
training as might be necessary. But that bill failed to pass. The
country was not prepared for universal military training at that time,

The actual situation when the crisis did occur was that instead of
having & reservoir full of trained manpower we had an empty reser-
voir. It was obvious that it was necessary to form a great Army and
to refill that reservoir as soon as possible. It was utterly impossible
to do it under the system of voluntary recruitment. The only way it
could be filled was under some system of compulsory military training
and service. Congress adopted that solution in passing the Selective
Service Act. And in passing it, it adopted a principle which President
Washington proposed to the First Congress 150 years before.

Having adopted that rule, which is the only possible scientific way
of securing manpower, we have now reached a situation in which the
Army, being organized under those powers, is about to disintegrate
and 1t becomes necessary -to extend the temporary service, as was indi-
cated in the original act itself. '

It seems to me that this should be done, and it can be done without
great hardship according to the arrangement proposed by General
Marshall during his testimony. I am satisfied that it will be done.

The Cramman. . Then you are in favor of the declaration by Con-
gress, through a form of resolution, that the Nation is imperilled at
this time in such manner as to require the retention of the different
components of our present military forces.

General Paryer. Yes, sir; I am.

The Cuamrman. The other question which you mentioned, that of
the Wadsworth bill, which was introduced into the Senate at the time,
I presume, when he was chairman of the Senate Military Affairs
Committee ? )

General PaLyEr, Yes, sir, )

The CaamrMAN. And when you were his adviser?

General Parymer. Yes, sir. .

The Crairyan. That we would have over a period of 22 or 23 years
built up in an orderly fashion trained personnel throughout the
country from which we could draw now without very much difficulty,
and at very much less expense than we are now put to,

General Paraer. That is correct.

The Cramman. That was the error that we made.

General Pararer. T would like to call attention to the fact also that
there was not anything particularly novel about the Wadsworth bill,
because he proposed nothing in the world but a modern adaptation of a
proposal that President Washington made to the First Congress in
1790. . .

Mr. Marrry. This reservoir of trained men that you refer to, that
could have been trained had that bill passed, would have had 4 months
of training? . ) .

General Paraer. Yes, sir; unless Congress increased the period of
the training. But I would like to say, sir, in that connection, that 4
months would have been the amount of training of the newest recruit
in the ranks. During a 4-year period after the initiul training, each of
these men would have served either in the National Guard or Organized

01230—41—5
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Reserves, and would have attended field ‘maneuvers twice. No man
could have become a noncommissioned officer and later an officer, unless
he had prepared himself by further training for each step of pro-
motion. )

1 do not mean to say that they would have had a sufficient amount of
training. But suppose you had had 2,000,000 men a year ago who were
organized and had had that much training, and all of these could have
been culled out immediately and given additional training. That
would have been a tremendous preparation.

Mr. CrasoN. On the basis o¥ your military experience, would you
express an opinion as to whether or not any of these American troops
wi?l be called upon to fight outside of the Western Hemisphere?

General Paraer. I think that they should be prepared for that,
if the national interest demands it.

Mr. CrasoN. Yes; but that is not the question. I asked—we are
sure that is why they are being trained, to be ready for service, of
course—but T asked now, based upon your knowledge of international
affairs, have you any opinion as to whether or not any of them or any
number of them will be called upon to fight outside the Western
Hemisphere?

: General PaLmer, No, sir; I have not. That is a question for the
uture. L.
_ Mr. Crasox. Then you do not see anything in the present picture,
in the international crisis, or in the European war, which would lead
you to believe that any of these troops will be called upon to fight out-
side the Western Hemisphere. ..

General PaLmer. I do not know whether that situation will arise
or not. But it may in the immediate future. If it does, of course,
they ought to face it.

Mr. CrasoN. But at the present moment, from what you know of
the situation in connection with the European war, or from what you
know of the international crisis, is there anything which leads you to
believe that any of these troops will be called upon to ficht outside
the Western Hemispheret °

General PaLyer. I cannot say; I do not know. In the first place,
I do not know what the Western Hemisphere is.

Mr. Crason. Well, outside of North or South America.

General Pavyer. I think some of these troops may have to be used
to defend the necessary strategic outposts of the United States—just
where, I do not know. I am not on the General Staff. I beljeve
this: That to say that they shall or shall not do certain things on one
side or the other of an imaginary line is an utter absurdity from the
standpoint of military strategy and military history.

Mr. Crason. Then do you think this bill should includ d
ment providing that these sel ould include an amend-
the discretion of the Puc selectees, as well as others, may be used in

in the vworldd ident or of the General Staff at any point

(L}Ieneéal PALMII;R. What is that ¢

r. CLAsON. Is it your opinion that this bill should b ded to

ermit the President or th o th roops in thei
reretion anmepaent or th ?w Eﬁ?ﬁml Staff to use these troops in their
General Parszer. Mr. Clason

could be interpreted to mean th::,t?: do ot think T ssid apything that
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The Caatrsan, This bill does not have any effect like that.

Mr. Crason. I am asking the gentleman if he thought the bill should
be amended to that effect. Youn have read the bill# :

" General Parmer. Yes, sir., '

Mr. CrasoN. You know that according to this resolution and its
relation to the present law, the selectees cannot be used outside of the
Western Hemisphere or the possessions of the United States.

General Parmer. If that is the law, I do not believe any such limi-
tation should be written into the law.

Mr. Crason. You think the present law is defective in that respect?

General Parver. Yes, sir. That is my personal opinion. '

Mr. Crason. That is all.

The Cramman. Whether or not troops should be used and where
they should be used generally should depend—practically all the time
should depend—on the judgment of the military command in charge
of them, is that correct?

* General PaLmEr. Yes, sir.

The CaarmaN. And subject to the orders of their superiors?

General Pararer. Yes, sir.

The Caamman. To the direction of the Secretary of War and the
Chief of Staff.

General PaLmEr, Yes; sir, ,

The CHAmRMAN. SuE'pose. they were stationed on some of our island
bases and ‘were attacked. Would they not have to fight back or do
you think they should await an-order from the President.

General Patmer. They would have to fight. T think there is a
verfr serious danger of war. 'We do not know when it is going to come
or how it is going to come. But if it does come, I do not think we
ought to be hampered. I think our mission would be solely to defeat
the enemy.

The Crairaan. On that very point, an army that is partly insuf-
fictent to meet the opposition 1s just as futile as one that is wholly
insufficient.

General Paumer. Yes, sir.

The Cuarnman, If it loses even by a2 small margin, it has lost.

General Paraer. Yes, sir.

The CHamrMAN. Are there any further questions, gentlemen? We
- thank you for your appearance and your testimony, General.

Mr. Marmin. Mr. Chairman, I should like to ask one more question
of My, Clark. ,

The CHamraran. Proceed.

Mr. Marnriy. Did your organization help to draft the National
Defense Act of 1920¢

My. Crark. No. Let me explain. Prior to the war and during the
war, we worked with the War Department actively in organizing the
officers’ training camps, and so forth. After the war we decided to
continue. Let me explain that our organization—I speak of the Mili-
tary Training Camps Association—came out of the first so-called
Plattsburg Camp in 1915. The association was formed in 1916,

When the previous war came on we offered our services to the War
Department and suggested that the best means—in fact, the only
means—of raising a corps of officers to oflicer the respective arims of
the services, would be by adopting the svstem of the Plattsburg
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camps. We were asked to cooperate with the War Department, and
we took part in that in a big way. We worked with them,

Now, you are speaking of 1919. We decided to continue. Our

roup of men did not want to see us caught again in the same pre-
gicument without any manpower, organized, trained manpower. We
thought it was to the best interests of the country to have a system
of universal training and service, both. That was the principle that
we adopted in our constitution. One purpose of our organization
is to prepare, if possible, o Federal system of universal training and
service. 1 remember the words. We pushed that. We published a
magazine called National Service. We had a committee that we
called the military affairs committee of our association, They put
forward ideas and drafts for a system of universal training and
service, and had some touch with it. After that, Colonel Palmer who,
as he just testified, was advisor to Chairman Wadsworth’s Senate
Military Affairs Committee, we had some touch with the framing
of that act, which was recommended by the Senate Military Com-
mittee, but failed in the Senate. We lmdy some fouch with it. We did
not sponsor the bill. We did not draft it ourselves.

- Mr. Marmix. The reason I was asking the question is that in that

roposal, in the conscription part of the bill, they likewise provide
%5 a month pay, and I wondered whether you, in drafting the bill last
year, just took that proposal from the original bill back in 1920, or
whether you had sponsored that level of pay during all that inter-
vening time.

Mr., Crarx. I think the fact that it was in the prior draft of 20
years before influenced us, because there was a philosophy behind it,
namely, that for training in peacetime as distinguisheg gom service
in war, you had presented » different situation, The young men, when
they got in there, received their clothes and their shelter and their
food, and they were in for a relatively short time. And we thought
that it should be regarded as a duty of citizenship.

Mr. MarTiN. I see quite a distinction, t-hough,%etween conscriptin
a man and forcing him to go into Army duty and taking him an
inducing him to go into an officers’ training camp. I attended the
first officers’ training camp before they decided to pay a cent of money.
You also attended tjle one in Plattsburg, But we had a goal to shoot
for. It was an entirely different matter, We were not in the armed
forces until the third training camp of the World War We were not
in the armed forces; that is, unless we had been broug.ht in from the
armed forces. But, in offering a man training for a commission

s ONCES . : , you
were giving him a prize to work for. We were not in the Armv.

But when you conscript a man and im i
_ put him in the armed forces
that caused ne to wonder whether you or your organization ﬁla(i
SPgnIsored the ﬁsé-compensatlon_ provision all during these years.

. t?mlm: We did, but again I say for short terms of training in
Quiet Limes, 1n peacetimes; but not for service. And aonin I say 1
am not defending that. I think we made a mistake. = d

Mr. MartiN, You sponsored it 1
. 2 a year ago., I appreciat .
lnlr;[(‘:lille B(I}?gﬁ?lri\cn I(ii thereG;s nothing ft?rther, \gg thai:ﬂ(; 21{1:'1: very
Y s Mr. k5 and you, Gener ¥ i
nlgj*})ehl‘e the cm,nmitt)ee. ’ U Palme_l. We appreciate your come
- The committee will now go into executiy ion, - |
v 1ve session,
(Whereupon the committee went into executive session,)



PROVIDING ¥OR THE NATIONAL DEFENSE BY REMOVING
RESTRICTIONS ON NUMBERS AND LENGTH OF SERVICE
OF DRAFTEES.

FRIDAY, JULY 25, 1941

House or REPRESENTATIVES,
CoMMITTEE ON MILITARY AFFAIRS,
Washington, D. C.

The committee met at 10 a. m., Hon. Andrew J. May (chairman),
presiding,

The CHAIRMAN. Let the committee please be in order.

(entlemen, we have a number of quite important witnesses thigs
morning on this matter of the joint resolutions under consideration
and, as many of you kmow—all of you know—Maj. Gen. Milton A.
Reckord has been representative of the National Guard here for a
number of years. General Reckord is present this morning. We will
be glad to have you come around, General, and discuss this proposal in

our own way, and make whatever statement you care to make about
1t; then, after you are through, maybe some of the gentlemen will wish
to ask you some questions,

STATEMENT OF MAJ. GEN. MILTON A, RECEKORD, COMMANDING
GENERAL, TWENTY-NINTH DIVISION, FORT GEORGE G. MEADE,

MD.

General Recrorp. Mr. Chairman and gentlemen of the committee:
I am very glad to have this opportunity to speak upon the resolution,
because it does give me a chance, perhaps, to refresh the minds of the
members of the committee as to the position of the National Guard of
the country, as an institution, over a long period of years.

The chairman may remember, in 1933, a large group of officers of
the guard came before this very committee with what was then known
as the National Guard bill. Up to that time, you may recall that
section 111 of the National Defense Act provided, that when Congress
authorized the President to use troops in excess of the Regular Army,
members of the National Guard could be drafted into the Federal
service as individuals, And in the World War, notwithstanding the
fact that officers and members of the guard had volunteered, we had
to be drafted for that service. .

That was not satisfactory to us, so we studied the subject within
our own councils for many years and finally came before this com-
mitiee with a plan and a bill ; the heart of the bill being a change of sec-
tion 111 which would eliminate the draft provision or draft feature
and, in place of that feature, give us the present section 111, which
provides that when the Congress shall declare a national emergency
and authorize the President to use troops in excess of the Regular
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Army, he may order the units of the National Guard and the mem-
bers to active Federal service and that those units will then go into
the active Federal service as at that time organized, as far as
racticable. )

P That section is on the books. It was enacted in 1933. Last year,
when the selective-service legislation was being considered, the bill
which was at first presented to the Congress was most unsatisfactory
to the guard, becanse we thought we saw this large group of trainees
being placed in between the National Guard and the Regular Army,
which would result, in a few years, in relegating the guard to the
rear, or to a State status. So we came before your committee and
also went before the Secretary of War and the Chief of Staff and, 1f
I may, I will read from the letter which was signed by the president
of the National Guard Association and the president of the Adjutants
General Association, indicating the position of the National Guard.
‘This was written July 9, 1940:

Deliberate misrepresentatlons, savoring of “fifth column” activities, as to the
nttitude of the officers and men of the National Guard toward emergency plans
for the defense of this country have been made.

In order that there may be no misunderstanding on your part or in the
minds of the people of the United States, or the National Congress, or in any
other agencles concerned, as to the attitude of the Nutional Guard, the afore-
mentioned organizations representing the National Guard of the United States
do here state In the most emphatic manner possible that the National Guard
stands ready and willing to enter into the service of the United States, as
provided In the National Defense Act, today, tomorrow, .or at any time the
Presldent of the United States sees fit to use the National Guard in the defense
of this country.

The Nationul Guard does here and now reaffirm its traditional position on
matters pertaining to natlenal defense and desires to pledge to you and the
War Department its fuollest and most complete cooperation for the development
and training of the land forces of the United States, of which it is a component,
to meet the emergency that now confronts our country and our people.

That was signed by General DeLamater and General Grahl.

The Cramman. What positions did they occupy?

, General Reokorp. They were, respectively, president of the Na-
tional Guard Associntion of the United States and the Adjutants
General Association of the United States.

The Crarrnan. If I remember correctly,
mittee last year, in the testimony on the Sele
Act, for it to be made possible that the
service longer than the period of 1 year, if necessary. Is that correct?

General Recrorp. That is correct. And I might give the members
of the committee the steps which took place in connection with that
effort. The bill which was prepared in the War Department and sent
to the White House had in it language to the effect that the Reserve
cTolix;pI?Ir{\&pt;s] ‘fo(l?:ld l()ie authorized to serve for not more than 1 year.

1onal Guard, 1 i i i
fenturo Resolution 3t o.nscollventlon, Passed this resolution on that

you were urging this com-
ctive Service and Training
guard could remain in the

Whereas the Inbgunge in the National G
J uard bill recently en kes it
mandatory that the National Guard be refurned from their nc{ivee %‘Ctgdr;? aegglce
at the end of 12 consecntive mouths; and eleral s

Whereas the language of t i
seetion 113 e ge of the Selective Service Act s
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words “twelve consecutive months” and {nserting, in lieu thereof, the words “not
less than one year.”

In other words, we desired then and have always desired to rest our
case on section 111 of the National Defense Act, which places the
National Guard next behind the Regular Army, when troops in excess
of the Regular Army are needed. So, we went to the Secretary of War
and the Chief of Staff and asked them to change that language, but the
bill got out of the White House and down here and the language was
not changed. .

Acting on this resolution, we appeared before this committee
and the Senate committee and urged the committees to make the
change. T recall verf]r distinctly in the Senate what happened. The
selective service bill had been reported out of the Senate committee
3 days before we appeared on the National Guard bill for a hear-
ing. The Senators, as were you gentlemen, were very anxious to have
the two bills parallel one another and they had reported the selec-
tive service bili with the language in it reading “12 consecutive
months.” So, while they listened to us very attentively, they de-
cided to pam’llel the Selective Service Act and to change that lan-
guage, but did not give the language we asked for. They used the
1dentical language that was used in the Draft Act. -

So we are confronted today with & law which precludes the use
of the National Guard after 12 months’ service. '

As explained by the Chief of Staff, in his judgment it is necessary
that some amendment to the present law be enacted. I am here
to say I have felt all along that the Guard should be in such a posi-
tion that it could serve indefinitely if the need for its service exists.
Frankly, I think the need does exist.

I have discussed this matter with many of my officers, some
of whom would like to go home.

The Crarraman. If the country were at peace?

General Recxorp. If the country were at peace, actual peace; yes,
sir. I sat in a group of officers a few nights ago. One officer said:

Well, he just wished it were possible to have us all return home—

but he said he—

thought it would be the height of foolishness to disrupt these tralned organ-
izations, or organizations that are now partially trained, but at the end of the
year will be trained—to disrupt those organizations before we are faced with
a peaceful world.

The CHARMAN, General, I believe you are in command of Fort
Meade, Md?

General Reckorp. I eommand the Twenty-ninth Division at Fort
Meade, made np of National Guard troops of Virginia, the District
of Columbia, Maryland, and Pennsylvania. And it may be mter-
esting to you gentlemen of the committee to know that our present
strength in that division is 60 percent selectees. Forty percent are
National Guard men and 60 percent are selectees.

Mr. TuomasoN. No Regulars at all?

General Reckorp. No, sir; no regulars.

Mr. Harrer. What about Reserve officers?

General Reckorn. We were one of the National Guard divisions
that went in with a full war-strength complement of National Guard
officers.
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In the National Guard Act, you may recall, Mr. Harter, there was
a provision which enabled the selected enlisted men, in time of peace,
to study and receive appointments as second lieutenants and we were
nble, in my division, to take in with us, when we were inducted,
about 37 Iine officers more than we required when we went to war
strength, In that respect, we are very fortunate. )

Mr. Harter. You are quite different from the usual or ordinary
National Guard division in that respect, are you not?

General Recrorp, Yes, sir; we are, :

You may remember I had a lot to do with the legislation as the
chairman snid, I have been around here and have spoken for the
guard for many years and, in the 1933 legislation, we provided that
enlisted men who would study could continue as enlisted men on the
active list, but eould be examined for lientenancies and be appointed,
and those appointments would become active upon induction into
the Federal service.

Mr. Harrer. As I understand it, then, General, you have no Re-
serve oflicers with your division?

Genernl Recxorp. At present I have two engineer officers and one
Signal Corps officer, and T have been authorized to ask for 15 addi-
tional Reserve second lieutenants. Those 15 will be additional over
and above our requirements. I think this is an effort on the part,
probably, of General Marshall to give us a few over strength to com-
pensate for those absent at school and other places. From now on,
as vacancies exist, we will have a few Reserve lieutenants, or will
have second lieutenants to come to us from the training schools,
rather than come up through the grades.

The Cuamman. Assuming there is a large percentage of the
trainees that would be brought in under the Selective Service and
Training Act, in all of the divisions of the Army throughout the
country and in the regiments as well, what in your judgment would be
the effect of withdrawing all those young men from service at this
particular time? Will you discuss that feature?

General Recxoro. Mr. May, it would completely disrupt the entire
Army in my judgment—completely disrupt it. Take the case of my
own division: We went in on February 8. It took us practically a
month before we were settled in camp and bedded down. We trained
then for perhaps a month and a half or 2 months before we received
our first selectee. Then, instead of getting our selectees within 2

week, which was physically impossible, we receive

about 8 months. The divfgionptoday is not, yet trgéggsfoie%)?tttﬁf O{;i:
ure just about ready to go into brigade exercises; following that, divi-
sion exercises; then to the South for maneuvers. So that ?ny division
will give you the picture which exists in every other division in the

Army. And, in addition to that, the Chief

C of Staff told you, when he
was before your committee, there . . » Whe!
two, at least—one in Hawai P axe certain National Guard units

i and one in Alaska, and I think it would
be almost a physical impossibilit ’ there in tin
t-o'f‘clﬁm}éy Py Sion regent o ‘:r.y to make the exchanges there in time

Lhe CHAIRMAN, Then you are willip
think it would be an unw:gse move on thg
not continue the selectees, the National
at present for the duration of this eme

to say to this committee you
e part of Congress if they did
Guard, and the Reserve orps
rgency ¢
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General Reckorp. I make that statement, Mr. Chairman, without
any mental reservation whatsoever. And although I am not clothed
with authority to speak for the other officers of the National Guard
Association and the Adjutants General Association, I was present
with the representatives of those associations last week at the Senate
hearing and I know that the National Guard, as an institution, desires
the Congress to take the action necessary in order to permit this—not
only the National Guard, but the selectees, to be retained in the service
as long as the War Department or the administration feels there is an
emergency.

The CaaryaN. In what capacity: General, did you enter the United
States Army or the National Guard, as the case may be?

General Recrorp. I went in the National Guard as a private.

The Cramman. How long ago?

General Recxorp. In 1901, °

The Cuamman. And you have been in military service, actively
engaged in time of war, and interested in time of peace in the develop-
ment of an army, ever since that time? : :
" General REcrorp. Yes, sir; that is true. I served in the World War
as a colonel of infantry. When I returned I was named by former
Governor Ritchie as the Adjutant General of Maryland and have been
active in military matters, with special reference to the position of the
National Guard in the great plan of national defense, ever since.

I believe, Mr. Chairman, in the one-army idea, the three components,
and I am strongly of the opinion—and I know I voice the sentiment
of 95 percent, maybe 100 percent, of the officers of the entire National
Guarcf) of the country, and I would add, further, 90 percent of the
enlisted men—I do not believe there is any doubt about the fact that
the officers and enlisted men of the National Guard knew, when they
raised their right hands and took the oath and voluntarily identified
themselves with the National Guard, that they volunteered for service
to the State in a minor State emergency, and for service to the Nation
in any emergency needing troops in excess of those of the Regular
Army. That is our position, we have maintained it steadily, and we
certainly are not going to shirk now.

Mr. THoMAsoN, General, you have answered the question I was
going to ask. We know how the most of the generals and high-rankin
officers feel about this situation, but, as I understand you, the rank an
file of the enlisted men now in the service would not especially object
to longer service if the Commander in Chief and the heads of the War
Department and Con say that the national interest is imperiled ¢

eneral Reckorp. I think that is absolutely correct. But I qualified
my statement with respect to the enlisted men by saying 90 percent.
I think there are certain individuals, perhaps, in the National Guard
among the enlisted men, who have families, who would like to get home.
In fact, I would like to get home myself if I conld. But I believe each
one of those individuals, Mr. Thomason, knows he has taken an obliga-
tion to serve, and is ready and willing to serve, for such period of time
as the Congress determines is necessary.
. Mr, TroaasoN. What is the morale of the rank and file of the
Army at this time?

General Reckorp. X think it is splendid.

Mr. TromasoN. How is it in your outfit$
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General Recxorp, Splendid. I would say it is superior. I do
not like to throw bhouquets at my own outfit, but I honestly believe
that is the situation.

Mr, THoMasoN, You say that with due modesty. I have some
very fine ideas about that unit myself.

eneral Recrorp. I have addressed myself, as you have noted,
primarily to the National Guard in this picture, but I believe the
selectees should go side by side and step by step with the %lard.

Mr. TuostasoN. How do you feel about this promise, I should
say, of the President in his message a few days ago and later most
emphatically repeated by General Marshall, Chief of Staff, before
this committee, that men over 28 were going to be let out, permitted
to return home as rapidly as possible, and that all hardship cases
would be permitted to return? General Marshall testified that at
this very time they are permitting about 2,000 men a month to go
home because their families or their business needs them, or for
some other meritorious reason. Now, are you doing that with your
organization ¢

(ieneral Reckrorp. Yes, sir, we are; we are doing that right along.

Mvr. TroMmasON. You are doing that right along?

General Recxorp., Yes; but I think I should go further than
that, and I believe the War Department will go further than that.
- And when I say “further,” I mean as soon as the selectees have
completed sufficient training to justify the Government for the time
and money spent on them, all over 28 should be released.

My, TronmasoN, And that is now being done?

General Reckorp. No, sir; that is not now being done.

Mri TromasoN. Not in the case of men over 28, but hardship
cases

General Reckorp, The hardship cases are being released now.
Any man who has a changed family condition subsequent to his
induction is having that case reviewed and, in my own division, I
hnl\{Ie digcharge% o number of men, ’

Ir, Saort. General Reckord, the tribute you pay the National
Guard is well deserved, because I do not beligve agly%ne WI]JN(; ils ac-

quainted with it and its activities would question its patriotism. But
1t occurs to me if such an overwhelming majority of the men in the
guard are anxious to remain in service, they would volunteer. And
if 95 percent of your officer personnel and more than 90 percent of the
enlisted men are so anxious to remain in service during the emer-
gency, why is it necessary for Congress to make it compulsory ¢

General Recrorn. Mr. Short, you misunderstood me. I did not say
anybody is anxious to stay in. I am the major general commanding
the divison and I am not anxious to stay in. I would like to get home.
But I believe it is my duty to stay in and I believe every other officer
and man in the National Guard feels it is his duty to do so

Mr. Suorr. If they felt. it their duty, they would remain, and you
would not reject them if they wanted to remain, would ou? v

ﬁii‘neéal Rnogc%nn. I do not quite get the tho{xght. y

. Snorr, course, when we called the men to active service,

we told them it was to be for 1 i jori

old ) Il year, Now, then, i

fe%l 1t is their duty to remain and they wish to ;'efniigl a]zll‘:tv{ Ofl(tihggili
etuse to take them, would you? » you wou
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General Reckorp. No. But I do not think that is the way to ap-
proach the question. I think it is too serious for that. I will say
this, very frankly; I believe if I made a survey of the officers of the
Twenty-ninth Division, I doubt if half a dozen of them would go
- home, I think, out of practically & thousand officers there, we would
not lose 10. . §

Mr. Saorr. Can you tell us, Generzal, how many National Guard
men have been sent to insular or territorial possessions outside of the
continental United States?

General Recrorp. No, Mr. Short; I do not have access to those
figures. But I did hear the Chief of Staff make the statement before
the Senate committee with respect to certain troops in Alaska and
Hawaii. I do not know anything other than that.

Mr. SEORT. What type of division is the Twenty-ninth?

General Recrorp. It is an infantry square division.

Mr. SHorr. What equipment have you over at Fort Meade to train
your division ¢

General Receorp. We have sufficient,

Mr. Suort. Do you have a rifle for every man? .

General Recrorp, Oh, yes; yes, sir.  We have sufficient equipment
for training. ' -

Mr. Smort. Do you have any armored equipment?

General Reckorp. We have no armored equipment in the Infantry
division ; we do not have it in that division. .

Mr. SurorT. Do you have sufficient rifle practice? o

General Recxorp. Yes, sir; even up to combat practice with ball
ammunition. We have had that. But even now we aré not ready
for battle. I stated a moment ago we are just about reaching the
brigade phases of training, - o

Mr. Saorr. Of course the first few months of training in any
army is necessarily required to harden and toughen the men, and
ordinary discipline.

General Recrorn. That is right. i .

Mr. Smorr. They are not ready for combat service until they
are broken in.

General Reckorn. That is correct.

Mr. Srorr. And it requires several months to do that? .

General Reckorp. Yes, sir. At first, we went In with a certain
number of National Guard men. Then we had all of these selectees
superimposed upon us, and they came in brand new, se that we had
to begin again at the bottom and carry that entire group forward.
Now, we have just returned from the Virginia training area in
Caroline County, known as the A. P. Hill Reservation, where we
have carried all of the units through the regimental combat training,
and now about to take on the brigade phases. .

Mr. Smort. And in the interest of efficiency and esprit de corps,
it is quite necessary that you mix many of those selectees with
National Guard men who have had some military training and
service? )

General Reckorp. It is the best way to train them, '

Mr, SHorT. You have to have some experienced men to break in
the raw rookies and recruits?

General Recrgorp. That is right.
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Mr. Hagrter. General Reckord, the members or enlisted men in
the National Guard are volunteers, are they not?

General Recxorp. Yes, sir. o ]

Mr. Harrer, And they take an oath of allegiance, when they enlist
in the Guard ¢

General Reckorp. Yes, sir,

Mr. Hartir. Do they volunteer for a definite period?

General Recxor. T{ley volunteer usually for 3 years, Mr. Harter;
but, in an emergencf;, that period is extended for the duration of the
emergency and perhaps for 6 months after the close of the emer-

ency. '
8 M¥. Harrer. And, of course, those men who enlisted came in at
different times; the enlistments are dated at different times; many of
them have not been in for 3 years, I suspect.

General Reckorp. That is correct.

Mr.? Harrer, So that their terms of enlistment expire at different
times

General Reckorp, Yes, sir.

Mr, Harter. Now, do the selectees that you have in your division
Eome ?from the same States and Territory that the Guardsmen come

rom

Genernl Reckorp. We have been fortunate in that we have been
been able to draw practically 100 percent of our selectees from the
aren from which our units come.

Mr. Harter. You have told us you feel there is a very high mo-
rale in your division. Do you believe that morale has suffered in
the last 2 weeks, or during this period when there has been discus-
ston of the continuance of the perlod of training?

General Recxorp, Mr. Harter, I do not think the morale has suf-
fered. X think there ars certain of the older individuals who have
discussed this matter—in fact I know that to be the case; men who
are 28 to 36. In fact, I know one man who is almost 36 years old.
These men are fine, high type men, and they have been discussin
this matter among themselves and how it would affect them an
whether the older men would be kept in indefinitely, or would be
relegated to the Reserve and make room for youngér men. But,
so far as injury to the morale is concerned, I do not believe the
mtira{e. hlr{ts })een hurt at all.

[ think there are some of those individuals who would 1i
relieved and I believe they should be relieved; but I dodnl(:t]f %:l(:)iegg
that the Congress should tie the hands of the War Department in
order, perhaps, to release a few of the older men. I know General
Marshall will work out a })lan by which to relieve these older men if
for no other reason than the Congress would not give Lhim the money
with which to maintain an army which is bigger t%lan he needs

If you realize that many of these older men could be released and
younger men who are now being drafted or have been drafted. who
ml'e in the training centers, could be sent to the division to fill the
places, new meni having had the 13 weeks basic training, would fit

right nt
tu%'n - t{l)x eti:l;ehg r;llces made vacant by the older men who would re-

has in mind. es. I am confident that is what General Marshall
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Mr. Harrer. I think we are all satisfied General Marshall is going
to take care of that situation and eliminate the older men, and par-
ticularly the hardship cases, at the earliest possible moment.

I just want to ask f%011 one or two more questions. Do you know
whether any public officials in high places, or officials, have circular-
ized your division or any of the men in it, asking that certain propa-
ganda information be conveyed to the President or others?
hGeneral Recxorp. I know only what I have read in the papers on
that, sir,

- Mr. Harter. Do you know whether anyone in your division has
received communications of that kind?

General Recrorn. I have no personal knowledge of it. I may
be speaking out of turn here, but I do not believe any of the men
in the Twenty-ninth Division are going to write letters such as you
have been reading about. I may be wrong; there is no way to control
it. If a man does receive a letter from anyone in high authority, he
might, in a weak moment, act on the suggestion; but, so far, none of
them have done so.
~ Mr. Harrer. General, has your division yet had an opportunity in
its training to be part of what we might call a combat team and
have exercises in conjunction with motorized units and aireraft pro-
tection?

General Reckorp. Not yet, sir.

Mr. Harrer. Do you expect to undergo such exercises? _

General Reckomp. Yes, sir; we do. We will begin work with
the air in Virginia in the latter part of September, Then we go to
the southern part of North Carolina for corps maneuvers for the
month of QOctober. And we remain down in that general area
for the month of November for Army maneuvers, during which
time all of those forces and arms will work together.

Mr, Harrer. No troops could be considered adequately trained for
modern-day warfare unless they have had the advantage of such exer-
cises and maneuvers, could they, General #

General Reckorp. Positively not, today. .

Mr. Arenps. I am wondering, in connection with the present in-
ductees and selectees that have already gone in, if it is not possible,
with the situation that now faces us, and In view of the statement Gen-
eral Marshall made the other day that we need only approximately
150,000 to 200,000 more men to defend the United States, if we are not
going to see many of those selectees retained in the Army if all this
emergency exists . . .

General Reckorp, T do not think so, Mr. Arends, I think thisis what
will happen; I think in the situation which confronts us in Alaska and
in Hawaii that the selectees may have to remain a few months longer
than some of the selectees in the United States; but I confidently believe
that all of those men will gradually, and as the War Department can
administratively work it out, be repiaced. I say that for this reason=
The Chief of Staff has stated upon a number of occasions that he
needed only a certain number of officers and men in the Army to defend
the Western Hemisphere, If we have that number, then, as new men
are coming in all the time, it stands to reason that he will then want to
give his attention to building up the Reserve. And if you are familiar
with the terms of the Selective Service Act, which I know you are, it
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was designed specifically to build up a large Reserve. So that these
excess m%n willpnot be the new men who come in, but they will be the
men who had their year’s training, or maybe less in the case of the
older group, pushed into the Reserve to make room for the new selectees
who come in. I would respectfully urge the Congress not to tie the
haunds of the War Department as to how this whole problem is to be
administered. ' .

I frenkly and honestly think the Congress should leave the admn-
istration to the War Department. I am confident this committee has
absolute confidence in the integrity of the present Chief of Staff, and
I know the National Guard has such confidence.

Mr. Arexps. You spoke awhile ago about morale and how these
National Guard and Reserve officers felt about remaining in for an
indefinite length of time: What about the 60. percent of selectees who
happen to be under your command? De you have any idea how they
feeq about it ? _

General Reckorp. Yes, sir; I do. The 60 percent are living right
in with the National Guard. They are right in as part of the com-
panies of the division. As I stated a moment ago, some of the older
ones have been sitting around discussing this very feature as to what
may happen to them—vill they have to stay in longer than a year, or
wil] they not? I have stated to them frani] y I think that the older
men will be released; I think the other men will be released as the
War Department builds up a sufficient number of trained new men to
take their places. And it 1s not going to be hard to administer, except
in a fow cases where we find selectees overseas.

Mr. Snuorr. General, do you think it is wise for us to increase the
number of men in our Army until we catch up with equipment?
There are many places where there is a woeful lack of equipment.

General Reckorp. That is true.

Mr, Suorr. And practically the only training those men have had
is to march in the dust.
. Genera] Reckoro. I would not say that ; do not say that, because that
is not true. Back of all that marching in the dust is trainine. The
point is that we do have sufficient equipment with which to train.

Mr. Suorr. I am wondering where in the world you are hidine it.
I want to say to you very frankly, Generzl, what you are saying here

does not coincide or is not in agreement with some other venerals with
whom I have talked privately. °

(h}fnegal le(i)(}nn. did not say we had enough for battle.
r. SHORT. course, generals can differ X
oSy , e iffer, the same as Members of

General Recrorp. That is true. We do h i i
. ol - ave equipm -
mg.f I valte yf)ult_o fome over and visit us. Auipment for train
r. SHORL. I think one of the most important thines thi it
tee could do, and that we should do, and I ing to ask th chaie.
man to insist on it, is that we visit, imitiee, Spo ask the chair-

\ 1S acommittee, t iffer y
and posts and see the equipment they have, > the different arms
General Reckorp. I will take this

oppor invi
come over to Meade on the 11th and {QIth t:fn T\yu tﬁszll‘\r;fliny?latmo
golﬂg rtvn have what we call a division inspection, and I would be glad
?1)1 ave as many of dyou come over and observe as will come gBut
@ point is that we do have sufficient equipment with which to carry
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on the training. And answering the question specifically, therefore,

I would say that every individual who is going into the Army as a
soldier needs certain basic training and education and we should

have enough men trained basically and have them for a period of

time before they need the special weapons.

The CrAIRMAN. And that to release the selectees at this particular
time, or at the expiration of the year, would be a tragic mistake as
you see it? , )

General Recxorp. I think it is something Congress cannot do.

- Mr. Smiti. General, you are familiar with the language of the
Selective Service Act? ' :

General Recxorp, Yes, sir.

- Mr. Smrra. Which provides that the selectees shall stay for 12
months unless Congress shall declare the national interest is im-
periled ?

General REckorp. Yes, sir.

- Mr. Smrru. Is it your opinion the situation is such that the Con-
gress should make such a declaration at this time?

General Recrrorn. Yes, sir; that is my opinion.

Mr, Symrra. What would be the effect on your planning as an officer
in command of the division, or the planning of the higher officers on
duty with that division, if you knew the law required 60 percent of
your division to be released, no mattetr where the division was, say
in the first 1 or 2 months of next year?

General Recxorp. I take it now that you are assuming that the
Natjonal Guard law would be amended and the Guard would stay in?

Mr. Smrrir, I am merely speaking of the selectees; I assume the rest
would stay in. . - '

General Reckown. Yes, sir; then we would have completed our
training with large units and would be back in our training eamp at
Meade, But by taking these 60 percent away, fou would totally dis-
rupt the division and next spring we would have to start all over
again and repeat just what we have done. It would totally disrupt

- the division as a fighting organization, y :

Mr. Sy, But you do think it is possible over a period of months,
say 6 months, or starting the first of the year, as men with basic
training come from the replacement centers, in an orderly fashion to
replace the selectees without seriously impairing the efficiency of the
division? :

General Reckorp. Yes, sir.

Mr. Smita. Wherever the division may be? )

Genera] Reckorp. Yes, sir; and the reason I say that is because the
new men would then come through a different system. The system
now used, is that we get all of our selectees from a reception center,
where every one of those men has received no basic training what-
ever. However, in the future our replacements will come from train-
ing centers. The men will have had 13 weeks basic training when
they report to us. Each man will therefore quickly fit into his com-
pany or battery. That is the reason I say it will be easy to admin-
ister from now on. . eauired

Mr. Sarra. So long as you have some flexibility and are n’ut 1eq;ure
automatically to put out the men exactly on the 12 months’ date
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General Reckorp. That is right. And if we put those men out a
year from the date on which they came in, in my division they will be
going out every day for 8 months. We will be losing & few men here,
a few men there, all over the division for a 8-month period of time.

Mr. Harvzss. General, I know what you say about some of the troops
being good soldiers and having good morale is true, because I spent the
last week-end visiting two divisions in one of the air camps. I think
they are making splendid soldiers, and I think the program is doing a
wonderful job. :

Some reference has been made to some shortage of equipment, par-
ticularly our antitank units, but that is going to be remedied within the
next 60 days to some extent, I think, That 1s true, is it not ? ‘

General Recxorp. I am not in a position to answer that question.
However, we do have sufficient antitank guns with which to train.

Mr, Harness, I think that situation wﬁ‘ll be helped greatly shortly.

Now, I was interested in your statement, however, that 90 percent of
these men, including the draftees, are not concerned about this exten-
sion of service.

General Reckoro, I did not say that, Mr. Harness; T did not say
they were not concerned. I think every man is concerned about it
But I said 90 percent—

Mr. Harness. Do you anticipate any trouble with morale, should
this legislation be enacted, with the draftees?

Genera] Recroro. No, sir; T do not anticipate any trouble with
morale, either with the draftees or the National Guard men. I think
if people will stop writing foolish letters and will let us go on and
attend to our biisiness, and if Congress will enact legislation that will
give the War Department what they have asked for in these resolu-
tions, just stop stirring this thing up and get it out of the way and
behind us, that the divisions will go ahead and, in a short period of
time, we will have actual working, fighting machines,

Mr. Harness. General, you do not mean to say that the letters that
may be written in opposition to keeping the draftees in are foolish
letters, do yout

General Recxorp. I think it is foolish, I think it is an absurd situ-
ation, when a group spreads propaganda like that at this time when
thels\ {Nnifﬁn is facing an emergency.

r. Harness, That was not what
gfenel?l Reomonn what I had reference to there.
r. Harxess, Now, it is one thing to agres with thi
the National Guard a;ld the Reserves 1d be Tont 1 program that
artasemiplrci{esional it serves should be kept in serviee. T hey
enernl Recrorp. The Nati . .o
zelll\ Isolgiiers,u “civilian <ol daiglr(g.l’:ﬂ Guard are what we like to call “citi-
I. HIARNESS. You are in it as a profess]
and you need prolession, as part of the Guard
comeyin_ them around for the training of the new men as the}:
General Recrorp, Yes. s}
Mr. Harness. Now, thev:

0w, there is one thing abo t this thi
1lng§ft“ridk We have al_’out 600,000 dratftees llln tlllgssgl}-lvl'pg ou "
A eﬁaA ECEORD. I think that is about right. o8 now
- HARNEsS. We are authorized to take in about 900,000¢
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General Recxorp, Yes, sir.

Mr. Harness. Instead of enacting a law here to keep the draftees
in the service beyond a year, in order to handle these foreign posses-
sions, why cannot we enlist 300,000 new men right now

General Reckorp. I think they are coming in now.

Mr. Harvgss (continuing). And use them to supplant these men in
Hawai?i and Alaska: without extending their period of training beyond
a year :

I{E_}enera,l Recrorp. Of course, I have had no contact with the Plan-
ning Branch in the War Department and I do not want to speak out
of turn ; but, just speaking as I think about your question and trying
to answer it, I would say there are certain additional organizations
that have to be activated in order to make this large army workable,
and they are not all completed yet. Therefore the first men should go
to complete those units.

Mr. Harness. Right there: Let us take, for example, Hawaii. If
we have draftees, National Guard men and Regular Army men over
there, the draftees will, at the end of their period, unless the time is
extended, be released and sent back to the United States?

Genera] Recrorp. Yes, sir.

Mr. Harness. In the meantime, we could call in these additional

300,000 draftees and have them sufficiently trained to take their places
at the end of the year?
- General Recxorp. I know, but I do not think the Congressman
has the correct picture. Let us stick to Hawaii. You have a Na-
tional Guard wnit in Mawaii. The organization is due, under the
present law, to be mustered out of service on the 15th of September-
That is, the officers and men, who went in from the National Guard,
are due to go out. The framework of that organization-is de-
stroyed, leaving a lot of selectees hanging there in the air belonging
to nothing. .

Mr. Harness. I say I am in favor and I think we should keep the
Reserves and National Guard in.

General Reckoro. I did not understand you to say that.

Mr. Harngss. I am questioning the advisability of keeping all of
these trainees in beyond the period of their year. . -

General Recxorp. Here is what I think should be done in that
case: The amendment should be enacted and the War Department,
as soon as they get trained men—men trained to serve in that par-
ticular unit—could then send those men over and release the men
who are now serving in Hawaii. L.

Mr. Hagrxess. That is exactly what I had in mind.

General Reckoro. That is right. ) L.

Mr. Harness. And I believe you would not need this legislation to
keep the draftees beyond the year.

General Reckorp. I do not agree. L

Mr. Harngss. I say you Woui{d1 not need legislation, then, to extend
the period of service of the draftees beyond a year, if you called in
all of the draftees they could bring in now, or in the next 3 months?

General Receorp. I really do not agree with you there. I think
you do need it, because, as I indicated ; the War Department needs
trained men, we could not take those men out of that regiment in

61230—41——8
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Havwaii at the end of a year, What we should do is to give the War
Department the opportunity to train a group of new men and send
them over, releasing that entire group on some specific date.

Mr. Harness, Now, that calls to my attention an experience that
we had in France in the World War. You know as well as I do
that while we were in the line in France we had replacements sent
up of men who had had 3 months’ training. .

General Reckorp. Some of them had had less than that.

Mr. Harness. That is right; some of them had never fired a rifle.

General Reckorn. That is correct.

Mr. Harness. We do not want that thing ever to happen again.

Gtgnflr?il Reckorp. You are arguing new for what I have just
contended.

Mr. Harness. This is the point. We are not at war now. We are
at peace. We were at war then, and we had to do it. But we can
bring it down so that in the next 6 months we will have 300,000 men,
draftees, to supplant these other men when their period of training is
up and still have ?'our National Guard and your Regulars and your
Reserves as a nucleus to train these new 300,000 men, And you are
not going to disrupt your organization in Hawaii or Alaska or the
Philippines, or anywhere else.

6 monthe 5 wehed 6 sonths Jonger o carey those men in Fawadi,
I t{l{ink }tlhe problem could be solved. £ y thosemen in Hawaih,

Mr. Harness, Most of them were there i .
March of this yenr, and have about Glﬁignltlllxs:] ;23 a:gyée]i“?gruary, and

General Reckorp. Yes; but you have got to train a man basically
before he is any good. We should not send 1 [ i

d. end a trained man home until
weI‘lImVﬁ:nother It_.i‘auned man ready to take his place.

r. Harness. Here is another thi i
was passed with the undergtall?ditnlngFec?lllnﬂt;gglt'ls?t;sot&m;lﬁd rflhlsvl\?w
Department, and the Congress, and the people—that at th 1?1 fai'
year these men would be sent back home as reserves ‘ o enao

IC\%IenerHs:l Rmx?pb. That is right, unless— '

r. Harness (interposing). Wl i i
Department send drafliees t%) H;;vla)?i t;ﬁag,k?azz;ng'ﬂ}a;, gld ANl
problem up; if they know now that i fy which brought this
ainly they l;new o at it would disrupt the Army, cer-

General Recxoro. 1 must say th i PRENGRT
be il{njust there, because the tlgntgl%(t) (Ilot ]iirﬁlényf}?aﬁl}eeiifﬁé’;{’ clined t%
to Hawaili was to i 3 > was sen
repiment that w sen(} a regiment to Hawaii. 'Ihey had to send a

g that was available, and they had to fill
theI\ [onl way to fill it to strength Wasy;o fill it withu;;[ﬁacstt: eglgth. And

r. SHORT. I am amazed ' ©s.
and draftees to Hawaii an?d Xl)aﬁl?d out that they have sent selectees
training. ska when they never had any military

The CuarmanN. Is there i ‘ther

Mr. Harngss. Just one £§getlllfll§t€mthe}1" or. Harness.
t%links—and I have a great dealqof re(s)géct fl;i ?_enerql says that he
that you think thi 115 opinion—you S8,

¥ ink this Congress should declare a national emel‘gegcy nm{

that would give power and authori i
that would give pow authority to the Chief Executive to keep
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an((;;rzxilgzgl Rl';lcm_:onn. I did not say that this morning. T have said it
e Yo e e chporinty sy Xl st
K thatl. Lhi est way to solve this problem 1 o
and if I were sitting where you }g’elltlenlm‘e?l tailrl: };:‘gkllz.‘m N t101 P
%flt;elli v::alry serious consideration on my part, 1 s&y that if :‘lg:lldl (:lc‘:tzt l?\i{f
thearigh?tlc‘)lga}::i.to vote, a national emergency and give the President

Mr, Harness, If we are going to ke lr i
year, I think that is the 0111yg1101§)rabllr{e \(il;yt l:g éll:)aiEOOS i beyond the

General Reckorn, That 1s what I think you should do

Mr. Harness. We promised them that unless the national security
was endangered or in peril they would be released at the end of n 'el ;
I think every man in the Army would be pleased to stay if he th . :lllt
that this country’s security was in peril. ) ouet
. General Reckorp, Congressman, maybe that is where I am not quite
in step with you, because I do not know how you feel, but I ]lun?rstl
feel the security of the Nation is in peril, and for that reason I tl{inﬁ
that we should declare a national emerge;lcy.

Mr. Harngss, I think so, too, if we think it, if we believe it, if the
facts warrant it, that is the only solution; ghat is the only honorable
way to keep these men in the service. And I think they would be glad
to stay. But for my part I am not yet convinced that the situation
is so grave that we should declare a national emergency.

The CraRMAN. Mr. Merritt, have you any questions?

Mr, Merrrrr. I was very happy, General, to hear your frank and
candid statement, and I think the committee will benefit a whole Jot
by-it. 1 have been very much interested in compulsor military train-
ing, as you know, since I first came to Congress. Knd I hope and
trust we will always have compulsory military training in this country.
But I am concerned about the ages.” I was wondering whether or not
you had any opinion as to the maximum age we should have for
compulsory military training.

General Reckorp. I think the action that the Congress has taken,
reducing it to 28, should be very satisfactory.
~ Mr. MerriTT, You think the lower age could be worked out to be
just as well, having the future in mind?

General Recxorp. Personally, I do.

Mr. Mgrrrrr. I do, too.

General Reckorp. That is another
I think we could take the men at a muc
much profit,

Mr. MerrirT. I am glad to hear your o

General Recxorp, Some of the best so
War were boys only 18 years of age.

Mr. Megerrr. That is right.

The Cramrman. Mr. Clason— . s

Mr. Crason. Do you not think it would be fair to pass legislation
that would allow every man over 28 years of age that is in the Army
now, who is a selectee, to return home? .

Geners] Reckorp, 1 would say that it would not be unfair, But I
believe a better way to handle it would be to make the law broad and
to rely upon the War Department to do that very thing.

uestion, but since you ask it,
younger period, with just as

inion on that, General.
Fdiers we had in the World
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. Mr. CrasoN. Why do that? These men are there. They are 28
years of age. They are not going to take any more men who are over
that age. You say, yourself, that younger men are preferable. How
is it going to injure the Army if, when these men become 28, they are
allowed to return home ; especially in view of the fact that 1t 1s possible
to bring other men in to take their places?

General Reckoro. I do not think it will injure the Army, but T am
not in a position to talk specifically about any unit except my own.

Mr. Crason. You do not believe, based upon your knowledge of
conditions in your particular command that it would have a bad effect
upon the Army?

General Reoxorn. I do not think it would; no, sir. But I do not
believe that that is the way to do it.

Mr. Crason. At any rate, you would not think it would have a bad
effect in any way?

General Recrorp. As far as I know, it would not. But I do
not have the brond picture that the War Department has.

Mr, Sarra. Will the gentleman yield ?

Mr, CrAson. Yes,
. Mr. Smira. If there are over 200,000 men above the age of 28
in the Army, the mandatory discharge of those men might disrupt
many units, s that correct?

GeneralRecrorp. If there is any number that will approximate
200,000 that would disrupt the Army very materially.

r. Crason. On the other hand, there is nowhere near 200,000
over the age of 28 out of the 600,000 draftees that were brought in.
General Recxoro. I do not think so, but I do not know.
Mr. CrasoN. As a matter of fact, it would net be 50,000,

Mr, Saara. Will the gentleman yield?

Mr. CLason. Yes.

Mr. Sarre. The evidence was that there were 120,000 among the
600,000 draftees, involuntarily inducted, over 28 years of age.

General Recxoro, I really think, Mr. Congressman, the thing
to do is to leave that administrative feature to t e War Department.

Mr. Crason. Suppose that they decided tha

t they do not want
them to go out and the Congress felt that it was lslrnfaif to these

boys to keep them in if they are over 28 years of age? T i
letters from two of them today asking tlm?t they be %‘etumeﬁe(ifggg:

Whﬂ should not the Congress decide what the situation is inasmuch
ad they represent the country?

General Reckorp. Congress does represent the country, Mr, Con-
gressmgm, but certainly the Chief of Staff has the resprgﬁsibiri.ityogf
hgfgndmg the country, and I think you ought to give him that much

al.le CI}AE&MAN. A free hand.

. Ueneral Reckorp. Yes, sir. T would not want

in and try to tell me wh_ati I should do administrf(}iv:i;yino?l?e E:%rfgll;:::
of the Twenty-ninth Division. I believe you can rely upon General
Marshall to do just what you have outlineg.

- Mr, Crason. How lonﬁ would you say it would take to prepare

?ikl;]aﬁ a};vrggt;rly, before he should be sent to an outlying possession
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General Recxorp. Well, I think that in an emergency, we might
send men who had no training whatever, expecting to give them
training upon arrival.  Answering your question specifically, I
believe 6 months’ training would be the minimum.

Mr. Crason. On thatgbasis then, General, if a man ought to be
trained 6 months in continental United States, in camps such as
yours—

General Reckorp (interposing&. Pardon me, I did not say that.
I did not say he had to be trained in continental United States. Heq
can be trained in Hawaii as well as in continental United States, if
you have the 6 months.

I should not be here defending the action of the War Department.
I think they should defend their own action. But this is what I
believe happened. I think there was a necessity to have a regiment
-out, there in a hurry; at least, the War Department thought so.
They filled the regiment to war strength and sent it out there figur-
ing that they would have time to do that training, and they wera
correct, because they have had the 6 months.

Mr. Crasoxn. There is no reason then why those inductees should
not be sent home if at the present time it is possible to bring others
in to fill up their positions.

General Recxorp. But I thnik we are circumscribing our thought
now and dealing in térms of one unit only, What we must deal
with in this legislation is the broader picture.

Mr. Crason. You are always going to be faced with the picture,
Somebody has got to step out of a regiment and somebody else has
got to step in. '

General Recxorp. When we get to total strength—and that can
always be controlled by funds through the Appropriations Commit-
tee; and therefore my honest opinion here is that this legislation
should be broad. The control would always rest with the Appropria-
tions Committee. And if General Marshall or the Secretary of
War asked for another million men, Congress could refuse to give
them a million men by failing to appropriate for them.

Mr. Crason. Just to follow this reasoning out, thou%h, you have
at the present time 600,000 inductees in service, roughly

General Reckorp. I think that is the number. '

Mr. Crason. And it is possible to bring in 300,000 more. These
young men come into centers and they get their basic trzining in
about how many weeks? '

General Receorp. Thirteen weeks. ) .

Mr. CrLasoN. At the training center—basic training?

General Reckorp. They do now; yes, sir.

Mr. CrasoN, What about the reception centers?

General Recrorp. The reception center is a different set-up. The
reception center takes the men from the different boards in the
States and sends the men to the training center. There are many
training centers throughout the country, different arms, branches,
that train them for 13 weeks. -Then a division commander requests
the number of men that he needs, infantry, artillery, and so forth,
that request goes to the training center and it is filled by men who
have had 13 weeks training. .
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Mr. CrasoN. 300,000 of these inductees can be brought in from
now on.

General Reckorp, I do not know the exact number.

Mr. CrasoN. The Army is in a position to do it, and they have
from now until next January to give them the 6 months’ training
that is necessary, takin%therr} in in increments monthly sufficient to
replace those that will be going out monthly in the future.

General Reckoro. That is being done.

Mr. Crason. That is the program you outlined, anyhow. .

General Recrorp, Except for this. If you take the men in and
ont on the basis of the day that each man is inducted, it is very
gimilar to the old plan of recruiting s National Guard company.
The companies were never properly trained, because every Monday
night some new recruit could come in. The company, therefore, al-
ways had & lot of poorly trained men in it.

In the same way, these men would %o out a year from the day
they came in and you would have units all over the country disrupted
all the time, instead of a situation which would be brought about if
you had broader legislation, where you could keep some men maybe
13 months, some maybe 14 months, instead of 12 months. But they
would be released in groups at the end of certain training pertods.

Mr. CrasoN. That would not take more than 1 or 2 months ad-
ditional in all fairness to these individuals.

General Recrorn. I think 3 months, probably at the outside.

Mr. Crasox. Then if the legislation provided that the men should
limit their service to 12 months, but that in the discretion of the
Chief of Staff or the President, or anybody else, if it were deemed
advisable that any individual or group should remain in for a period
not exceeding 8 months longer, that might be done, that, would cover
the difficulty, would it not

General Recrorn. I would have to know the whole picture before
I could say yes. But some such arrangement as that is what I
believe the Chief of Staff has in his mind. :

Mr. Crason. If that is so, then there is no reason why the public
should not have the true picture and all doubt could be erased, and
we could have legislation basing it on either 3 months or, if the
General Staff say so, 4 months longer.

General Recroro. That would not be my approach to it. I 1d
make the legislation broad. Y APP °! o

M:; Crason. Yes; but it would take care of the situation as you
see it——

.General Reckorp. I cannot say that unless I know the whole
picture.

Mr. CrasoN. So far as you know the picture? :
General Recrorn. So far as I know the picture, some such ad-
ministrative arrangement as that could be worked out.

Mr. Crasox. Then do I understand that at ,
all éhe WEIMI){OHS necesi_f‘n'y for proper training? Camp Mead you have
eneral Recxorp. For proper trainine: voe. <
Mr. Crason. Isevery i]?f . 8 yes, Sir.

antryman armed wi : ifle?
General Rrcroro. No, sir. ym tth e Garand rifte
Mr. CrasoN. What percentage?
General Recrorp, What percentage?
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Mr. Crason. Yes.

General Recrorp. Probably 30 percent, 35 percent.

Mr. Crason. And the others have suitable rifles?

General Recrorp. The others have the Springfield.

Mr. Crason. Now, with regard to antinircraft guns, do you people
have any there?

General Recrorp. No, sir; we do not have antiaircraft in the
infantry division. .
hMr;g Crason. How about antitank guns? Do you have any of
those

General Recrorp. We have some; yes, sir.

Mr. Crason. Do you have sufficient for training purposes?

General Recrorp. Sufficient for training; yes.

Mr. CrasoNn. But not sufficient

General Reckorp. Not full equipment. )

My. Crason. In other words, you are not sufficiently supplied at
the present time to carry on the training as you would like to carry
it on.

General Recrorp, I do not say that, Mr. Congressman. I said
we had sufficient,

The CmairmMan. Just o moment, General. Mr. Clason, we have
General Devers waiting to be heard )
. Mr. Cuason. I cannot help it. T have got to ask these questions
In my own way. I have had only 10 minutes. ;
~ The CrairMan. If you want me to rule that all of the testimony
You are bringing out is incompetent, I can do that.

Mr. Crason. Go ahead, rule any way you want.

The CramManN, But, I do not want to do that.

Mr. CrasoN. Go ahead and rule. You made a lot of remarks
here containing personal opinions which certainly are not in line,

The Cmamyan. The question we have before us is not whether
the Army is equipped. . _

Mr. Crason. Yes, it is, too. If they are not properly equipped,
not sufficiently equipped to train these men, then I do not think we
ought to bring them 1n at the present time. ) ) .

The CHarMaN. I am just trying to confine this testimony to the
Particular issue that is before the committee, . :
__Mr. Crason. I have got to go along as I see the situation, and
if you want to rule my questions out of order, you may do so.

. The Cratrman. I do not want to rule that way, but I should like
to get ahead as fast as we can. .

Mr. Crason. I do not care if you rule my questions out; go ahead.

General Recxorp. I did not mean to create any misunderstanding,
Mr. Chairman, but I do not want to be misquoted.

The CrarMaN, You have a right not to be misquoted. o

General Reckorp. I said we had sufficient equipment with which
to train, and I think you used a little different statement when you
put that question to me. . . .

Mr. Crason. Do you not feel that in order to train the men in
your command properly you would be better off if you had more
equipment ? . .

General Recrorp. Why, everybody knows that is the case; yes, sir.

Mr. Crason. In other words, you are not sufficiently supplied
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with equipment at this time to carry on the training as well as it
could be carried out if you were properly or fully s_;upphed. ]

General Recxorp, 1 }yill no}: say yes to that question, as our train-
ing is progressing satisfactorily. .

gThepCHgAmMAE. Just a mogrrlent, General. Is it the gentleman’s
idea that we ought to withdraw 100,000 troops or 5,000 troops from
a regiment in order to do less training because we have not got
sufficient equipment R ) ) )

Mr. Crasox. Noj; but it is my idea that if you wait until we geb
enough equipment, you are going to keep some of these boys in for
& long, long time. That is my opinion and that is why 1 asked the

uestlon.
1 The Crmammman. I think the issue here is simply this, regardless
of the equipment. Should the Congress declare that there is such an
emergency existing as to require these selectees to be kept in service
and rely on the productive capacity of the Army and the Government
to furnish them the equipment. .

Mr. Crasox. I think a better way to determine that is the ques-
tion whether or not the Army is in a position to take care of all of
these trainees properly at the present time. I think that is the
important factor.

The Cramrman. All that I have in mind is to expedite the hearings.

Mr. Crason. If the selectees of their own accord were given the
opportunity to lenve the Army at the end of the year, if they saw
fit to do so, what percentage of the selectees would you say would
leave, and what percentage would remain?

General Recrorp. That is too difficult for me. T think many of
them would never have been in the Army if they had considered only
thelgi o;vn desires. I would not have any way of making an estimate
on that,

Mr, CrasoN. If the opportunity were given to these men to volun-
teer for 8 years’ service, or for 1 year’s service in the Regular Army,
at the end of their 12 months’ period, based upon your knowledge
of these men and your experience with them, what percentage of
them would you say would remain$

General Reckorp. I think that is an unfair question. I could take
Any percentage. No one could contradict me. And yet I might be
far, far off, :

Mr. Crasox. I would only ask for your honest opinion

General Reckoro. I really do not have an opinion on it. But I
wl'llll Iscill){a frankly t]ha&; IIdOl noli; think that is the way the -question'
should be approached. I think w i -

Congress hal;pgot to act. © are facing an emergency and the

Mr. Crasox. You say that it is facin
think thil emqigencys facin% the United
1s worse than it was September 16, 194

gfneaul Reckorp, I 50. » 19408

r. Crasox. Will you state the reasons f
ﬂGeneraLIElE(I:xonn. %Vell, I think the who({g
atiame. And here we sit with everything that evervbod
{1%:3 to l}luve, with a higher standard of i{lving tha;yagyyoillier vm}g
Ty 1n the world, and if we want to continue to live as—to use an

an emergency. Do you
tates at the present time

that opinion ¥
world practically, is
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expression that we see in the papers and everywhere else—to live
in the American way, we have got to protect it. And I think we
have got to prepare to protect them; that is my only thought,

And the only reason I am in the Army is because I have played
soldier all these years, and now when the emergency confronts us
I could not back away, just because I would rather be home.

Mr. Crason. I appreciate your position, and I respect your
opinion. But I would like to know 1f you have in your own mind
any thought of any specific eventualities which are likely to occur
_in the next year which you feel places the national interest of the
United States in graver peril than it was on September 16, 1940.

General Recrorp. I felt it was in peril then, and I stood here be-
fore this committee and respectfully urged the committee to make
it possible to hold the National Guard more than a year if it became
necessary. And I am repeating today only what I said a year ago.

Mr. CrasoN. That does not answer my question. You were asked
point blank, do you think the national interest is in peril and your
answer was yes. You have an opinion on the subject, and I am asking
what your reasons are. You are giving general reasons.

General Recxorp. I do not evade the question. I do mnot know
that X am qualified to answer specifically to your satisfaction, but I
can answer the question in my own mind, to my satisfaction.

Mr. CrasoN. You have an opinion, and I am asking you to state
the basis of your opinion. ) ,

General Recxord, My opioion is, with Europe and Asia—I cer-
tainly can include Asia now, when we see what Japan did only yes-
terday—with Europe and Asia in flames, America and America’s
interests are in much greater peril now tha_n thgy were g year ago.

The Cmamman. And with open revolution in Ecuador and in
Argentine, and Peru, e

enera]l Reckorp. I do not know how a thinking individual can
feel otherwise, )

Mr. Crason. You do not know of a single eventuality that would
occur in the next 12 months which forms the basis for your opinion?

General Recrorp. It may occur in the next 30 days. i
_ Mr. Crason. What eventuality have you in mind that might occur
In the next 12 months. . .

ﬁeneral Reckorn. I do not care to answer that specific question.

r. Crason. That is all. .

Mr. Brooks. I want to say to General Reckord that I have listened
to everything that has been said here, and I have pretty well made
up my mind on the facts, But I wanted to ask youn _thls. These me111
were taken in with the thought of training them in 12 months._. i
think you said that you thonght 12 months was an adequate perio
OfGt;amin%E Id t that

neral Reckorp. No, sir; I do not say that. .1

Mr. Brooks. What is your belief? Do you think it should be
longer than 12 months or less than 12 months in order to train them
Properly. Py -

Glzsnet?al Recrorp. I think you can do a pretty good job mn 12
months, Mr. Congressman. But we must learn to cope with certa;(!ll
difficulties. We must learn how to-cooperate Wit the armor
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forces and with the air, and work as a team with all of the different
arms and branches. For that I should say 18 months probably would
be the minimum. '

My. Brooxs. You think it should be.18 months; in other words,
that would represent the additional period?

General Reckoro. I think so.

Mr. Brooxs. That being the case, is it your thought that if we
extend the time in which the selectees should be kept in service, 1t
should be extended with the idea of further training them?¢

General Reckorp. Further training and service. o

Mr. Brooxs. That is the point that I am getting at. Do you think
we should do it under a resolution which says the nationsl interest is
imperiled, which would not be perhaps for the purpose of training,
but for the purpose of service?

General Reckorp. Mr. Brooks, I do not know whether you were
here when I made the statement——

Mr. Brooks. I have been here all nlong.

General Recxorp. I think a correct approach to the solution of
this problem is for the Congress to declare a national emergency.
That is my honest opinion.

Mr. Brooxs. In spite of the fact that you think they need further
training ¢
General Reckorp. Yes, siv.  1f you go back to the Selective Service
Act, the term training and service 1s used in that act. It was
designed by Congress when they passed that acf, in my opinion—it
was certainly designed by those who prepared the bill and Congress
passed it—that they be prepared to train and if necessary to serve,
Mr. Brooxs. The thought was then that if you had trained them
in less than 12 months, the balance of the time would be in service.
General Recrorn, I do not believe that was the thought. I think
the thought behind it was that something might happen during the
3 months period and they would have, in addition to being trained,
serve.

Mr. Brooxs. Suppose this emergency lasts, we will say, for 8 or 10
yeurs. Do you think the future trainee, selectee, brought into the
service for 12 months, would be adequate?
General Recxoro. I think so; yes, sir.
.. Mr. Brooks, And therefore your fundamental ides at the present
time is that the emergency, not the training, makes it necessary to
keeé) these men in service.
- epteratl_ RECKOfRD. { agr&i;a with that thought absolutely. I think
1¢ situatlon conironting the country warrants tl 1 -
mitting the War Deparcfmen y S aiongress in por

t to continue thes i i ;
Mr. Brooxs, And that would definitely, sesarainy cs 11 Service.

_that according to your idea
g(sms:l tllnyeaigsp‘)f' 1worlﬁng tlf out, re’i‘;r to tKZa resolutio% dec{'aring the
x eril, rather than any kind of a bil 1
the time for trs,i.mlng purpc'ses.y ® bill which would e}ftend
gifneﬁal Recrorp, That is riight.
r. Baooks. There is one other point I wa
y nt to ask yo ut.
I have often wondered about this. These men are in ysel;v?t::ao as
selectees for 1 year currently. Have a

. n - .
opportunity to be transferred to a 3-yea¥' gfzstilégse men been given an
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General RecBorD, Yes, sir.

Mr. Broors. Or would it be practical to suggest that if certain
men wanted to transfer to a 3-year basis they would be in a position
to be sent out to the insular possessions, whereas those who were on
a 12-month basis might not be 1n that position.

General Reckorp. That is correct. They have that privilege and
some have already accepted.

Mr. Brooks. Could you say about how many have accepted?

General Recxorp. In my own division, we released, or discharged,
about 450 men, many of whom were selectees. I do not know the
percentage exactly. It is probably 50 percent. And they have
enlisted in the Air Corps. )

) Mré Broogs. Do you discharge them before the 12-month period
is u '

Glc)aneml Recgorp. Yes, sir; we discharge them for the purpose of
enlisting in the Regular Army.

Mr. Brooks. And then they become 3-year volunteers.

General Recrorp. They become 3-year volunteers. And that goes
on all the time. ' ,

Mr. MarTiN. General Reckord, you testified here that you would ‘.
like to have us declare an all-out national emergency. ould you - -
have any objection to our confining the grant of (Fower to specific
powers pertaining to the management of the armed forces?

General Reckorp. Will you restate your question, Mr. Congress-
man. I do not get your thought. oo .

Mr. MarrIN. %?Vould you have any objection to our confining the
grant of specific powers to those powers affecting the management
of the armed forces? . .
toG}?neral Reckorp. I do not think I would have any right to object

that. ' .

Mr. MirriN. You see, when you ask us to declare a national emer-
gency, there come into the picture a great scope of powers, such as
those outlined in Senate Document 133, the compilation by the At-
torney General, affecting a whole lot of thmfs in the executive branch
of the Government that have not a whole Iot to do with the armed
forces. T do not know whether you want us to swallow the Wholg
thing in the name of a national emergency, or whether you woul
bff satisfied with our confining such r;mts of power to those powers
affecting the management of the armed forces. : .

Generga,l RECKOR%. As far as I am concerned, I would be satisfied.

Mr. Marrin. That is all.

The Cramman, Mr. Kilday——

Mr. Knipay. No questions.

'The Cramman, Mr. Davis— = . "

Mr. Davis. I think I have sufficient information ; no questions. b I
- The Cuamsan. That is all, General. Thank {ou ver{ cllnrc l};ear

hould like to say to you that the committee is always glad 1o
you. ‘ : : ) ‘

General Recgorp. Thank you, sir.

The CraIRMAN. The next zvitl’less is General Devers.
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*

STATEMENT OF MAJ. GEN. JACOB L. DEVERS, FORT BRAGG, N. C.

The CramaN. General Devers, will you tell us something about
your rank, where you are stationed, and make such statement as you
wish with respect to the resolution tgathis?before the committee, as
to what you think ought to be done, and why? ]

Genegll Devers. 1 am Maj. Gen. Jacob L. Devers, Mr. Chairman
and gentlemen. I command the Ninth Triangular Division of the
United States Army, stationed at Fort Bragg, N. C. :

That division was organized almost 1 year ago, on August 1 of last
year. It was the last of the nine triangular divisions to get started.

It was low on priorities, in equipment, men, and everything. It
got away to o slow start. Building had not started at Fort Bragg.
They only had about 10,000 troops there at the time that I was sent
to the division and the post of Fort Bragg—November 4.

When I arrived there, I could not get to the post. The roads were
jammed. In fact,there were practically no roads. There were 13,000
workmen and they were getting off to a start which was not as fast
as the War Department expected. ’

We got roads in there within the next 10 or 15 days, stepped the

" construction work up to 30,000 workmen, and built that post so that
today we can take care of 70,000 soldiers at Fort Bragg, if we want
to. We actually have 55,000 and will have 65,000 as soon as the
present selectees come in.

We have every arm of the service there except tanks. We are well
but not fully equipped, and X speak not only of my division but of the
whole post. '

I am here primarily to tell this committee the effect of letting the
selectees go after 1 year.

The Cramyman. That is right.

General Devers, When I arrived at Fort Bragg, the Ninth Division
was in camp. It had 6,000 3-year men. That we stepped up to 8,000
by December. Then we began to send out cadres until we got back
again to 6000. In February, we received 4,000 selectees. In the
next 2 months we received 2,000 more.

At this particular time, 79 percent of my officers are what you
gentlemen call Reserve officers. "I call them officers of less experience
than the others, because we are all one army at Fort Bragg. We have
no divisions down there. We have National Guard troops, but, as
far as I am concerned, they are all the same. We have selectees in all
of Emdunl:ts in my division.

nd that is one thing that T am equipped to talk about more than
ixexgt‘l:g% plse-—tr;?y dijusio?}.1 My I(rlaiViSEm has 79 percent oﬁi:ers of
rience than the others. X i
du{i]r;g A pas{: Cour .In other words, they have come in
ave exactly 50 percent 8-year men and 50 percent selectees. N
(I}e?txg; ?n(c:lon‘e(:t cine thing. 'We have an indugsion ceni?er,c ; e1!-se.oepi:i(z:;vl
evarything & replacement training center at Fort Bragg, We have

Our training at the rep

lacement i
correct that statement, Tt is e1113 :S:;ﬁg. " The psonths.. I want to

weeks. I am sure that is understood, The basie training is 13
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During all this period, before these replacement centers got going,
we were going through the 13 weeks’ training within the units them-
selves and we were getting smallpox and chicken pox and every other
kind of pox. At the end of 4 weeks we still had 13 weeks’ training
to go through. However, we finally set a date and that was our 13
weeks’ basic training. .
~ Iam just giving you this because these are some of the administra-
tive difficulties that we are up against. Therefore, we do not like to
have a lot of rules and regulations, and laws, tied to us so that we
cannot operate. We would like to be free so that we can go forward

-and do tge job.

Some of the men did not get 13 weeks’ training. They were out
for 10 or 12 days in a hospital and we had to pick them up later, and
complete their training. )

That brings me up to January, when we received the selectees, We

. carried through their training and worked them into the division,
and after the 13 weeks were up, we had 14,000. I managed to get
an extra thousand as an overstrength, because we had the buildings
and I pushed and pulled to get more men, because I knew I was losing
about 200 men a month out of my division; emergency cases, cases of
men having to meet emergencies at home, or who had gotten in there
through some mistake, because when they got there, they had some-
thing wrong with them and we had to send them back., ]

Aﬁ this time we were building what we calied training aids such
as known-distance target ranges, combat ranges, artillery ranges,
moving target ranges, and so forth. . )

That takes time. We had to get our buildings up and our roads in.

Now, at the end of this 13 weeks of training—that would be
February, March, and April—we started what I call my team play.
This individual training, this training that they get during the basic
training period, has to do with men taking care of themselves as
individuals; getting over the environment o their homes; living in
one big room and being thrown in with a lot of other men; learnin
how to handle & gas masl; learning how to handle their hands an
feet. You would be surprised how long 1t takes to_train men, to
harden them. A farmer boy can do 1it, but the city boy has a
hard time with some of those things. On the other hand, @he city
boy has the advantage over the farmer boy because sometimes he
]thmks a little differently and maybe meets people easier and adjusts
iimself more quickly. ) .

When we ego(l!. inboyour team play, this man has to adjust himself
within the organization. I am talking now about the squad. He
has to know Jc ohn on his right and George on his left, He has got
to realize that those two are his buddies. Some officer called it
the buddy system.

In any}::age, he must know that he cannot fall out of there, because
he has sore feet, or a scratch over his eye which hurts him, or he h}i‘s
a pain in here [indicating the old stomach], because if he does, John
and George are going to lose their lives. And that 1s the training.
We have got to get across the idea of team play. 1

Now, I get the squad going and then I have got to go tg the io':l"
pany. And in the company that means that each squad must do
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the same with the squads on their right and with the squads on
their left. They must know the sergeant here and they must know
the sergeant there, and the company must know the company on
their vight and the company on their left. _ _

All of this takes time, gentlemen. I am trying to give you the
picture, because this takes you on from the 3 months and gives you
your 6 months’ training, that I think General Reckord was talking
about, That is just getting his teams together. And still he has
not gotten to his combat teams.

The next step is to take the regiment, with its supporting arms.
Some of you spoke about air. We are getting planes. & have -
an observation squadron at Fort Bragg, but we only have 12 planes
in it, It is an Ohio outfit, from Cleveland, a splendid outfit, well
commanded and very willing.

We get as many of those planes out over us as we ¢can. My com-
plaint has been that we will do better when we get more planes over
us, and General Arnold is pushing that. He told me just today
what he was going to do for me, when I get to the armored force.

We are getting teamwork in my division. We can operate with
motors in the field as a combat team, if you want to call it that.
I have got to weld these combat teams into the division team, because
we have three regiments, two regiments generally in the line and
one in reserve, with the artillery back there, too. And that takes
team play of the highest order. {'ou have got to know these fellows.
You lave got to be able to call them by their first name. We are
not quite as formal in the Army as you may think,

We have got to know that fellow and we have got to have confidence
in him. We do not want to give him a lot of rules and reguiations
10 go on, but we want to be able to say to him “Plan A, operate;”
that is all that is necessary, and he knows what to do. But in order
to do that, he must know me, and I must know him. And he must -
know that I am not going to be picayunish about the little things,
lust so he gets results. That is all that I demand—results. How to
get them I do not care, as long as he does it, and it does not cost too
much life and just so that it is done properly.

Now, to carry on: My division is reaSy to go. T just came from
| thfa field, and I received this radiogram while I was talking to Con-

gressman Fish, at my command post which was in the field about 30

miles west of our home station at Fort Bragg. We had been fight-

ing, too, for the last three nights with what the soldiers and I call
the brass hats. I suppose thebsoldiers call me that, too, Bll‘llt We are

all rIEflyin t(: do our best.d 'gllllle men are fighting,
e selectees are wonderful. Th .
gone through the grass in the ing. Ty b oddy, they hal

_ morning. They hav ifle. Each
pn‘?hof them has a riffe. We are getting a lot of tslrmse fl—i :ilﬂ:s which
i]s e new rifle. They have been coming in in the past 2 weeks, We
avehpretty ?em;lty allhof them that we need. .

ave not gotten the 105 howitzers, but I h
n11y 155 howitzers. I have all of m),v 60 mma‘gug;e 7% %lrl:'shir}éagg
tleI 8%1 mm. f]t:ch day we %et a few more. '

ave i
fowin %21'3' 1} aé)tx:actlcal ¥ all of my trucks, and my radios are
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Now, the selectee is fine. He knows what he is doing. He is fittin
into this team. And with one or two more of these maneuvers, whic
will take us the rest of this month and part of August, I would say
that the division had gotten its team together. But we are just
starting. We have got a corps of three divisions with all of the classes
of artillery that go behind it. And at the end of December, when
they have been through the corps maneuvers, and the Army maneuvers,
we ought to be trained. December comes along, and the Christmas
holidays. Then we are back in January and we will have to discharge
lt]hese selectees. That brings me up to my story of what is going to

appen.

{)Will say frankly, than when I have to discharge those selectees,
after I have this high-class football team together, that can lick
any team that any enemy puts against us—then I have to discharge
them, and I have nothing. Fifty percent are gone and I have no team.
I have no reserve to throw in there. Somebody says “You are going
to have them in these replacement centers.” But that is only the
basic training again, and I have got to get teamplay. All over again,
they have got to learn to know John and George and work all the
way up to what I have described. We have got to depend on these
individuals. This is not the kind of war that we had in the last
war at all. '

I have more trouble with these truckdrivers, getting them to leep
their speed and keep their proper distances correct, so that they do
not jam, They are afraid that they will get lost. They have got to
think for themselves. We have got to develop some thinking on the
part of the individual. . '

I simply say, gentlemen, if you ask me, that in the next 6 months I
am sunk if some powerful enemy is going to strike and we are not
preparing for any second-rate nation. We are preparing for the
best in the world, one that has already defeated other nations who
were too late, and they are going to keep on doing it, because they are
keyed up to it. . . )

We owe to the selectee, leadership. I think he is going to get it.
Our officers that came in, In January, looked hopeless. But they have
developed and we have built confidence into them. They have got to
have confidence in themselves. ] o

We are getting the weapons. I think this country can outdo any
nation in the world, and we are going to do it. I might not be fully
equipped, 100 percent at this time, but we are getting these weapons,
and by the end of December, we are going to have them.

But on top of all of this, we need this teamplay that I have talked
about, and we are getting that, too. ]

You are going to ask me, how long would you keep these men 1n
and you are going to ask me about their ages. General Marshall
answered those questions. I am for having young men. But I be-
lieve in doing something to cut the red tape. I do not believe in
giving a man—whether he is running a corporation or an army, or
whatever kind of a job he is given—I do not believe in giving a man
that job and tying him down with 2 lot of red tape. .

I have been cutting it in the War Department and they have given
me that reputation. But I do it, and I get results. Then I go
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und tell the man above, and there is not much that he can say. But
if T fail, or use poor judgment, I will go by the wayside. But I
would just as soon go that way, because at least I shall know that I
have done my best. ]

Gentlemen, you have got to keep this team together. You can-
not take a football team and pull out your key men. You cannot
do it, gentlemen, and win your top games. You might one or two of
these “breathers” that they talk about, but you are not going to
win that big game. And that is what we are playing for. We do
not, want to take any chances when we get to the big game.

The Cuampax. In other words, if you disorganize your team, the
other fellow will get the ball.

(Jeneral Devers, The other fellow will get the ball. He will take
it away from you. I know, because I am an Army man and I have
Leen in this athletic game. I have been trying to beat Notre Dame
{for 10 years on spirit alone, because they prepared away ahead of us.
. Mr. Harness. And I should lilke to say that you are never going
to do it, either.

General Devers. You would be surprised. We can come awfully

close just on spirit. But I do not think we ought to take that chance
in war, with human life at stake.

I believe that is my story, Mr. Chairman.

The CramyaN, That is a mighty fine story, General.

What do you think about the idea of what it would do to your
~ organization, if you took these men out right now? What kind of

a predicament would you be in between now and next April?

_General Devers. I would not have any team. I would lose all my
big battles. That is what I said. I have got to keep those men
during this period.

. The Cuamnax. Are there any questions, gentlemen ?

Mr. Kapay. You made a statement a moment ago, General, that I
saw_the newspaper boys pay some attention to, and I think you
might want to explain it. You said something about 6 months from
now when you were going to meet that big enemy. You were not

referring to any one specifically and you did not
boys publish it in that way. v mean fo have these

Genera] Devers. I know nothing about any war

_ 4 H y war, gentlemen, any-

where. I am just trying to get ready, and I think ,I%\?ill be res:dy at

:?etemlil of Decg;?ber. But I have got to stay ready. I cannot throw
hat all away, 1f an emergency exists. I have n ide informati

and do not ask me any questions about i oo ormation

thﬁ information. t, becanse I do not have any of
r. Kmwpay, T just iv
straight, Just wanted to give you a chance to get that story

gfenerlal Devers, Thank you, sir.
stlarféth%mn. You have atrmn'gular division. What is your
eneral Devers. Fourteen thousand five hundy
e . 0 _thousand five hundred.
ho(tgrmucif‘?“ As compared with the square division strength of
teneral Devers. About 18,000 |
Mr. Kopay. ¥ i r arti
lined diviy; What is your artillery complement on your streain-
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General Devers. In the streamlined division; we have three bat-
talions, of 105 mm. howitzers—one for each infantry regiment. ‘
Mr. Kipay. You do not have the 105’ now.-. .
General Devers. No, we have 75’ now. We also have 1 battalion.
of 155 howitzers. ' : - ’
Mr. Kipay. Do you have any 75’ at all? :
General Devers. Yes, we have; we have antitank 75’s.
Mr. Kipay. But your 75’ will be all antitank? - -
- General Devers, That is correct, '
Mr. Xnpay. Do you have that equipment now?
".General Devers. We have just four antitank guns at present. - But
they are coming off the line, I am informed.- " :
Mr. Kmwpay. They are modernized ?
General DEvers. Modernized 75’s for antitank work.
" Mr. Kmpay. As to your 105’s, you do not have any?
General Devers. We have not a single one. ‘ o '
Mr. Knpay. But you have a 75 for every place you are supposed
hereafter to have a 105% y o '
General Devers. Yes, sir. .
Mr. KiLpay. How about your 155s?
- General Devers. I have all 12 of them.
. Mr., Kipay. You bave a full complement of 155%% .
General Devers., Yes, sir. _

Mr, Kmwpay. And your mortars? : : :
General Devers. The 60-millimeter guns we have -all of them; I
forget the exact number, some 60, I believe. - : S

Mr. Kitpay. But you have your full complement? :
-General Devirs, We have “our full complement. We have about -
30 percent of our 37-millimeter guns and we are getting more all the
time. That is the antitank gun, '
Mr. Knpay. Any antiaireraft{ : . .
General Devers., We have no antiaireraft in the division.
Mr. Kizoay. Did you say you have all of your 87’s¢
General Devers, No. We have about 30 percent of them; enough
to train with, and we are getting those slow y,-but they are coming.
Mr. Krmoay. Then in the artillery you are enly short your 105’ and
some of your antitanks? : :
General Devers, Yes. ,
Mr. Kopay. That is all. - . . . .
Mr. Shorr. The General has painted a very vivid and interesting
picture so that he almost makes me want to join his outfit. I hope
We can come down to see you.

General Devers. I hope so, Mr. Congressman. foob
Mr. Harness. General, I was impressed by your story of your foo
ball team, and I go along with you all the way up to one point. That
15, if we are getting ready to go to war, if war 1s imminent, theane
ought to do just what you say, keep your football team intact. Dut
if we are merly training a reserve, and war is not inevitable, then I do
not know why it would not be all right to train a new football éeam.
General Devers. I agree with you, if there is no emergency, an dyl?'lil;
are willing to take the chance that somebody will not come 1n and 1

you. But people say that there is an emergency.
81230—41——7
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_You know, there is a story that we used to tell, that we would always
like to go after the British on week ends because they all go to the.
country. Maybe that ought not to be quoted, but that is an old story.
But it gets my point across. _And I joke with my Navy friends, that 1f
1 were going after the Navy I would always get after them on Saturday
and Sunday, because that 1s when they were ashore.

Mr. Hanness. And the British are at war, too, are they not

General Devens, Yes, sir. _

Mr. Crason. As I understand it, your argument for keeping the
selectees in with your division is on the basis that you want to keep
your division up to first-class fighting strength so long as somebody
else tells you there is an emergency.

General Devers, Yes, sir, .

Mr. Crason. And you are not basing it upon any opinion that you

have formed as to the emergency. You are leaving that to somebody
else.

General Devers. None whatever.

Mr. CrasoN, Do I understand that all of your selectees came into
your division at the same time?

General Devers. Four thousand of them came in from Upton and
Dix in January, and then we got 2,000 more in the next group, from
Dix and Devens. Most of my selectees—I guess I have 6,800 altogether,
because I was able to pick up some two or three hundred that were
at these training centers where housing was incomplete and I had the

lace for them—came from New York, the New England States, and
ennsylvania. They came from Upton, Dix, and Devens.

Mr, Crason. Is it your idea that these selectees should be sent home
at different times or as a group, or at the end of 12 months or 13
months or 15 months? Ave they all going to go out at once?

General Devers. If you do not set this hidebound “box” as I call it—
and I am in there and I can not get out—if you will give us some
lesway, this thing will take care of itself. No one in this Army is
going to keep these men in when there is no necessity for keeping them
1n—at least, I feel that way about it. I have a great deal of confidence
in the people over me—my leaders. I feel that if you will just give
them the rein, you people—after all, you are the leaders in it, and if
we do not do something about it, we are going to breed something I
do not like. I am afraid we are going to get too much like Soviet
Russia. You do not want to breed that idea into our young men.
I have no opinion as to whether these men want to stay 1 yegr or 2
years, and I have never asked them, but I do know that when they
{I:agxoe l?;i):v ka::: Ehey probablly would have to stay more than a year.

ecause we hav i i
heﬁ? g mentioned many S e all said that right along. I have
. SHORT. But, General, you do want to rotate i
the success of Notre Dame’s team is that you aIW:;l: Sl?altllle:ﬁ)?outl 2131:)11{15
teaénes, and_you always had a reserve that vou could throw in there.
neral Devrs, As long us you do not take 50 percent of them. If
I hﬁ‘;e g(iA percen% to ﬂ)ull me out, I can get alon '
General SBNEVERS- (TuY]eas‘,resi?.l nduction center, General

Mr. CrasoN. Men are coming in there right along?
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Genersl Devers, Yes, sir, '

Lé[r. ?Omson. And then after that they go into this replacement
center

General Devers. Yes, sir, the replacement training center.

Mr. CrasoN. You have got men in there?

General Devers. Yes, sir,

Mr. CrasoN. Where are those men going? C .
. General Devers, Those men all come in as one, because the train-
Ing is set up that way. We have 16,500 of them, 1,500 of them are
colored. Mine is an artillery replacement center, as large as any in
the United States, one of the three in the artillery. 1 believe the
infantry have five, and each of the other arms have one, They all
come in there together. There are trained specialists in these centers
and we try to carry on the things that the men are equipped for, such
as radio, telephone, ete. That training is very intensive. That is n
44-hour week for 13 weeks, and they zll start from scratch. So we
try to get them all in there in trainloads and start them off on the
same day or the same week. .

Mr. ‘CrasoN. Now, one general comes in here and tells us he does
not want his selectees to go out daily, 1 today and 2 or 3 tomorrow
and 15 the next day, and so on, because if he has to let them out daily
that breaks up his division or his regiment. You say that if all gf
them come in the same month they could all go out, say, 4,000 in
January, 2,000 in February, and if they could be taken out from your
replacement center 4,000 at a time, 2,000 at o time, which would you
say would be the best way to replace them, daily or a lot of them
. one fell swoop? .

General Devens. I would want them all in one fell swoop, so I
can start off with all of them. Remember, this individual thing you
are talking about means nothing to me. It is the team that I want.
I can not do anything with these individuals. If you are going to
bring in a few today and a few tomorrow, you would have every one
of my unit commanders on my neck—“Give me all of them today.
We have got to start from scratch. We do not do anything as
nefficiently as that. . ..

Mr, Crason. Your idea of training them is to put them in either
with Regular Army men or with National Guardsmen who have had
sufficient training ¢ : ,

General Devers. Or with other selectees that have had a year’s
training, .

Mr. %LASON. In other words, you keep some of the selectees in
for the purpose of building up further divisions or regiments in order
to train further selectees coming in :

General Devers. Yes, sir; because we have a turn-over on some-
body’s family conditions that may have to be investigated, and we
do that very carefully because we should not put this up to the
individual. "It is not fair to the individual. He may be a patriotic
boy who may want one thing and somebody else may want another.
We investigate the situation, not just on paper or on what somebody
writes, but we actually have a way of going into the home and finding
out the conditions. Some bOfV may have flat feet or he may have
something internally wrong that did not develop until the pressure
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was put on him, Remember, the only soldier is the man that can take
it -WEen the heat is turned-on. That is the reason I mentioned the
football team. . : :

Mr. Crason. That is all right for individaals, but how long ought
the selectees to remain in the service before they should be: used as
trainers for other selectees? S S

General Devers. I told the Senate that if they asked me T would
say another 8 months, if ({'ou are going to pin me down. . But I'do
not believe in being pinned down, because during that 8 months there
will be some turnover, a small percentage, so the team would not be
ruined.

Mr. Crason. I understood from General Marshall that he expected
these inductees to go back for a month or 2 months, a very short time
after their 12 months are up, if it was possible to-do 1it, but your
opinion is that instead of doing that we ought to understand that they
are going to stay 8 months longer if we are going to have an army?

. General Devers. General Marshall is right, but General Marshall
iz speaking about the whole army. Me can take one unit and turn
that over, and that unit is fixed you see, for anocther year. Then he
can take another unit—take the Eighth Division or the Sixth Divi--
sion. But he has got something to fight with, at least, in this turn-
over. He has some teams all the time. He has not broken up all
the teams at once. That is the point, I think, General Marshall had
?l%ornind. I do not want to quote him. I believe everything he said
ercent.

Mr. CrasoN. How long do you think selectees ought to stay in the
service in order to become properly trained men? i

7 General Devers. To become properly trained men I think they
ought to be in 1 year and 8 months, and I add 2 months extra over the
6 months as most people say, because we waste a month getting them
in and we waste a month getting them out. ° :

Mr, Crason. If we could increase the period of 12 months by 8
months additional, making it 20 months, would you say we were
taking care of the situation? ~ - '

General Devers. No, [ think as soon as you tie a box like that
around it you make it so nobody can operate. * Something else will

come up. You have got to have confidence in your people that you
put in charge of this job. I would not want to lin?it' glem in Zny
way at all. - ' . :

Mr. CrasoN, If you leave out the emeroe . : :
do you still think that the United States Gg oot e togather,

) 0 3 - ¥ ‘.
bO)(f}S in aridﬁieep I:herlr\lT in the Service? verniment onght o bring
eneral Devers. -No, if you take t] - ral
turn them off, I will go al : T think General Macehall to1d

¢ ong with what T thj - .
you. I think you can do it at the en?l 0 tnk General Marshall told

_ f on 3 illi
to take that period in there when you do n?)ty zz;; fwﬁlil:hg? ‘Zﬁhari'%
tolzsh or not. If you are willing to take a chance that something will.
noM it gou. Take the emergency away, and the whole picture changes,
r. CLasoN. That is the point then, that if there js not an actual
emergency at the present {ime sufficient to require this staying in the-
Service, there is no reason why they should not go out? e
The Cramaan. Is not that the question asked of Congress?
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Mr. Crason. That is the question I am asking him. )

The CrAIRMAN. You are asking him whether there is a national
emergency.

‘General Devers. I do not know whether or not there is a national
emergency. :

Mr. Crason. That is the first question everybody asks.

The Cmamman. All right. I think that is a question for Con-
gress. Is there anything further of this witness? ,

Mr. Dyrmanm. Mr, Chairman, General Devers is stationed in North
Carolina but he is going to the State of Kentucky, and I want to
congjrratulate the State of Xentucky.

The CrammaN., We are very glad to have him. X have been down
to his camp in North Carolina, and I am very proud of what he is
doing down there. I did not know quite as much about it until he
testified here, but he has the same idea that is set forth in a lengthy
article in the last month’s Reader’s Digest about Germany’s team-
work. ‘I hope he has read it. If he has not, I recommend it to him,
because it-is right along that line.

Mr. TromresoN. General Devers has certainly made a very good
record, so far as that is concerned.

Mz, MarmIN. General, you are training large divisions, as I under-
stand it, so they will be ready to go forth into combat on short notice?

General Devers. Yes, sir.

Mr. Msrrin. If you had the job assigned to you to take in a large
body, several thousand boys, who had had at some time in the past
a year of training, how long would you estimate it would take you
to develop the teamwork necessary in building into your present
division ¢ j o ‘

General Devers. Well, you ask me to put a time limit on it. It
-depends on where they were trained, who trained them, how far along
they went, what kind of boys they were, and where they came from.

Mr. MarTIN. Suppose they are a fair type of boys, and at some
time in the recent past they have had a year year of training and
have completed that and have gone home, and then they are recalled
to the service; how long would it take to develop the necessary team-
work with that basic training in the background?

General Devers. In my own opinion, if those bO{ls came back to
the same locality and the same kind of work they had before, that
would be one thing. I would say that in case these boys are brought
back and they have not gotten married in the meantime and cannot
come back—in 8 months lots of things change, attitudes and every-
thing else—I would say that I could work them inm, if you did not
‘give me too many of them—say, give me 10 percent—in 3 months

would have them moving along. Probably in an emergency I
-could do it in less than that—if they were really skilled when they
went out, well trained, could handle a particular weapon and went

back to that particular weapon. S )
Mr, Marrix. I am trying to divide the matter into individual train-

i d teamwork. Which takes the longer? o

m%‘earﬁeral f)lgvr:‘:ts. I think the teamwork takes longer than individual
dual training takes about 13 weeks. That is what
that time on a great deal depends on the personality

training. Indivi
we go on. ~From
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of your lenders and on the personality of your noncominissioned
officers. ‘There are a number of things that make one outfit a little
better than another. L '

Mr. MagTiy. The longest time then is in the building of the team,
rather than individual soldier training? ,

General Devers, Yes, sir.

Mr. Martix. Now, while you are developing this team training,
team organization, you are also carrying on a great many traming
points that eannot be covered in that 13 weeks?

General Devens, Yes, sir. .

Mr. Martin, What has been the situation in your division as to
the supply of ammunition? Have you had enough ammunition to
carry out your fire problems through your own troops?

General Devers. My answer to that would be yes, I have. We
had » lot of ammunition before they cut down our allowance. We
have always had at Fort Bragg, 37 millimeter and 75 ammunition
for artillery, and I told my officers, “You do not need to worry
about the ammunition. ‘Throw a rifle at these selectees”—to use a
slang expression that we use down there—the second day after he
comes in he has o rifle, and the third day he is out shooting—and
you will be surprised how well they do it. We

ut them on the
known distance range, and that gives them conﬁgence. Then we

try to get a small group on the combat range, to get the team play,
.and count, the results of the group handling. By the time we got
through with our known distance firing, with the 9,000 or 10,000
men that we had to put through on those ranges, we got more
ammunition.

I would say that in the Ninth Division there is no one single item
that has slowed us up in all our training. We have always had
plenty of equipment. We have had to pass it around, you under-
stand, but by handling our schedules properly—and we worked the
Tull 44 hours a week too, particularly during the 18 weeks training—
we have cut it to 40 hours now, because we like to give them an
afternoon off in the middle of the week to attend to personal business.

‘We have arranged it so that all are not off at once. There is always
someone there to attend to business.

Mr. Marmin. How far have you gone in the matter of combat
firing? Have you gotten up to division combat firing?

General Devers. We have carried it through the battalion. We
have never fired the whole division with service ammunition, if that
is what you mean. We have not tried that. We have not tried to
throw artillery shells over infantry as yet. We are getting to the

point where we are going to do it, but we have not quite reac
that point,

Mr. MarmiN. You have enough ammuniti : -

fensive combat program? N nition to carry out your de
General Devers, Yes, sir,
I\TIIII- I%Am'm. That is all.

e CHalRMAN. General, we thank you very much. You have

made a very impressive statement ot he 3

itteo a aroxt Aoy and have enlightened the com

L. T am sorry to have had to bri re
but I hope you will return and do some mi:)re tegxrnu\:v%ri?“ up here,
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General Devers. Thank you, sir, - : :
“Mr, Kwoay. One question, Mr. Chairman. How long have you
been in the Army, General? :

General Devers, I went to West Point in 1905 from York Penn-
sylvania High School, and I have been in it ever since.

Mr. Kopay. What is your rank now
. General Devers. My permanent rank is Brigadier General of the
line. I was given that rank about a year ago.

The Caamman. Thank you very much, General Devers,

Is Brigadier General Hershey in the room. Will you come for-
mard General, and give us, if you can, a very briefy statement of
whalt i1;,_}19 gelective service organization thinks about this proposed
resolutlon

STATEMENT OF BRIG. GEN. LEWIS B. HERSHEY, DIRECTOR,
' SELECTIVE SERVICE SYSTEM

General Hrrsuey, Mr. Chairman and members of the committee,
I am appearing here as the person responsible for the operation of
the Selective Service System. Anything I say has nothing to do
-with the War Department or the Army, although I happen to be
2 member of that organization. :

We, in the Selective Service System, have a very distinct interest,
not only in the selectees but in tﬁe National Guardsmen, because we
have responsibilities of procurement of selectees and reemployment
responsibilities to both.

I would like to very briefly discuss the Selective Training and
Service Act of 1940, to the extent of calling the attention of the
committe to the things they already know about it with respect to
its dual function. The very title of the act sets out training, and
it cites service, because I think Congress was attempting last year
to do two things. : .

First, it dec?ared that it was imperative to increase and train the
personnel of the armed forces of the United States, which means
make an army and train them.

Secondly, it also stated, to accomplish that same purpose, that it
was the intent of Congress to use the National Guard for national
security at any time troops were needed beyond the Regular Army.

And third, it provided for the building up of a Reserve, because it
set the limit of service at 11 years, 10 years in the Reserve, unless
something should happen to lengthen the period of the 1 year. ‘

That the purpose was to establish somethi.ng besides the training
system, I think is-quite plain. Men were made available up to 36.
If it had been intended as a training system solely, I am quite sure
the Congress would have stopped in the early twenties. This act
specifically provided not only for the extending of service beyond the
year—that 15, to take more of the 11 years in an active status—but it
specifically set up the way and time—that is, a time in the sense of
describing a condition which indicated, I believe, that Congress at
that time realized that the necessity that called the act forth in the
first place, if it became more acute, would necessitate the keeping-

of the men.
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As we have studied the congressional debates we find some differ-
‘ences of opinion as to whether or not the joint resolution of August
27, 1040, had not already placed in the Executive the power to order
-these individuals out for another year as Reservists, but we find llttl,e
ovidence of anyone talking about the absolute definiteness of a year’s
Jimitation. We find no individuals pointing out that this was dejii-
‘nitely only o year’s training, There was anxiety, and there was
discussion of the possibility of a longer period, an thers were many
statements to indicate thaf, of course, the period would be increased
-if the necessity called for it.

Mr. Smorr. General, do you not think that not a few but several
.members of Congress votec{ for the original act on the basis that 1
called for only 1 year’s servicet :

General Hersuey, Of course, I think probably there were people
that might have voted for the act because Congress reserved to itself
the right to say when more than 1 year should be required, but I
do not believe—and I have great faith in Congress—that there was
.anyone who voted for the biﬁrbelieving that the 1 year was definite,
"because the 11 years was made the obligation of the man so selected
.and so trained, with the provision that unless Congress—Congress
should see fit to extend it, whether he would train only 1 year or not.
The restriction, though, was reserved to Congress,

Mr. Seorr. The members of this committee, I think, had a thorough
-understanding of those provisions, but the general public did not.

General HersHey, Well, I do not want to argue that point, but I
have found during the last 10 months that the one thing, as I have
gone from forum to forum and school to school—the ore thing that
‘the young men have asked me is “Do you think we will get out in a
year?” which showed that there was no great certainty that they
would, and I have repeatedly told young men who have asked my
-personal advice on whether to enlist or not, whether to volunteer for
mnduction, I have said very candidly: “You are volunteering for 1
year, but remember, if you volunteer to be inducted, you waive your
rights to %;at out at the end of the year if other people are held in.”
Not only that, but I have known many a man to enlist in the Regular
Army with this background in his thought: “If this emergency is
over, they will let me out of the Regular Army, even though I signed
up for 3 years. If it is not, I wouldn’t get out even if I was inducted

-under the Selective Service Act, so I might as well enlist and get

in the unit I want to get into, because my obligati h
be no greater.” ’ ¥y obligations are going to

Mr. Suort. I agree with you on that. he
smﬁe e o m%g you on that. I have_ had them say the
r. Kmoay, You advised them the same thing? [Laughter
Mr. Smort. I will not say what I advi 3 ghter)

; aéways %e%ge will n [Lgu ] advised them. I will say that
- Geners. sHEY. I would like to point out in i |
':'B:d (}ongress did set up two methods to be used &pgizﬁ%e‘r:ltitt.hg;

-- In a free soclety, the obli ‘ations »
service should be shared gene%a]ly,‘ina:gcogﬂvueges of military training and

of selective, compulsory training and Serpies dance with a fair and just system

That is policy No. 1.
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Policy No. 2:

No bonus shall be paid to induce any person to enlist in or be inducted into
the land or naval forces of the United States.

I submit these principles were enunciated by Congress after most
careful consideration of the personnel procurement history of the
United States, especially in times when large numbers of men were
peeded. I submit that Congress saw in their mind’s eye George
Washington as he looked at his army melt time after time because
the bounty was not high enough, even though it was going up and
up. I believe Congress remem%ered that it was untrained men who
fled at Bladensburg because they had found it impossible to en-
courage men to volunteer for long periods of time. I believe that
Scott, half way between Vera Cruz and Mexico City, immobilized for
months in a foreign country because 40 percent of his men had left
him because their year was up, and it was not extended. I believe
they thought of the days of 1861, when Patterson, up in the Shenan-
doah, was not able to hold the forces opposite him because men went
home at the end of their period of time, as time expired men, as
Kipling would say, while to the east the guns of Manassas roared
in their ears.

- I believe those things were in the mind of Congress when they
set up these principles. I believe that the experience of the World
War, when, for the first time, suitable sufficient men were available
at the time they were desired, made them turn to the system of the
World War and away from the system of volunteering and bonuses
of the years that have gone before. This was a Selective Service Act
in 1940. I believe it shunned the systems that had failed in our
personnel procurement history. I believe it provided for the system
that had succeeded. ) . _

Now, Congress reserved the right to judge the situation after a year
and act accordingly. That year is past. Are we in peril or will we
be if we demobilize the National Guard and selective forces? That
is one question we ask ourselves. If we answer “No; we are not in

eril,” then we say “Are we doubtful of our safety or will we be
goubtful if we let go home these National Guardsmen and these
selectees?” If you answer “No,” then you should answer “Yes” to
this question: “Will we feel secure if we demobilize our National
Guard and our selectees?” If you say “Yes,” then there is no point
in worrying about keeping the people. T shall not argue that ques-.
tion at all, if you can say that we are safe. But if we are in peril
or in doubt, what is the conservative action? TWho shall judge our
peril? That is the question that I will not attempt to answer. The
Commander in Chief and responsible officer of the United States
is the one upon whom the responsibility lies if we are in peril, and.
if we do get into tragedy has stated other things than have been
stated from other sources. I am not the possessor of information
that cannot be gleaned from the newspapers, and I make no attempt,
at o judgment. If I were in aﬁresponsrb]e ];;)lsm:l:lrg%probably would

) he information from responsible s - i
t?l'}%t::': c;fi?st;:thave trained men—and I think we must, if the ﬁhrst
two conditions apply—as a personnel procurer I must tell Y"“.% 3}"
there are 1o other sources of trained and seasoned m,en-_-&an .
emphasize “seasoned men” because there are several weeks’ difference
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between trained men and seasoned men—outside the Regular Army
there are no sources except the present National Guard and selectees
from which to secure such men.

Now, if you want them to stay, there ave two methods that you
can use to get them. You can ask for volunteers. This involves a
recruiting campaiﬁn in each unit, a name-calling process, a disorderly
method of compelling each man to make a decision as to what his
duty is, and to be called a slacker or something else if he does not.
Selective Service, of course, feels that that is not, fair to the organi-
zation, that it is not fair to the individual, and it is not fair to the
Nation. However, that is one method of trying to keep in the
organization the man who is trained and seasoned—if you feel you
must keep him.

There is one other method. I might say, however, that to get this
volunteering done, in addition to name-calling, you can go 2 little
farther and add bounties of one kind or another, regardless of whether
they nre paid now or when he leaves the service, or to his family if he
never does. If you do that, you must face the necessity of setting up
within each of these companies that General Devers has told you
about, some men who are going to get $60 2 month and some that are
%mng to get $30 a month, and some that are going to get some other

gure.

1 have been an enlisted man. I have lived most of my life as o
battery commander. No one thinks more highly of soldiers than I
do, real, genuine admiration—whatever I may be, they have made me,
and I say it very freely, and I would like to see them get every nickel
that the Federal Government can pay them—but in the outfit that
T command I say pay the same amount for the same service. Make
them alike, because I do not believe you can have morale, training.
and efficiency in & unit that has one man drawing $60 a month and
another one drawing $30 for being a private.

Now, I offer as a solution of this problem, the retention of these
units intact by the use of the law which you gentlemen in your wis-
dom passed last year, I believe, to meet the situation with which you
are now faced. T believe the operation of that law will give you
efficiency, security, and will be in accord with what was planned, at
least by not a few of you last year, to meet an emergency, should it
come, if vou believe that the national interest is imperiled.

X would like to say In conclusion that the Selective Service System
has lasting inferest in the selectee as an individual, and I am not
claiming anything except the selfishness of an or.czailization if you
~ want to express it that way. We select him for induction. "We re-

ceive him on (i_lscha;'ge and attemwt to have him reemployed. His
well-being during his service is reflected in at least one of our 6.500
local hoard areas. The public reaction to selective service creates
a public opinion'which permits or prohibits our operation. The lone
range best interest of .the soldier. and of all soldiers, is of vital
g??ﬂ;t‘:q? to fh‘]’ Selective Service System, but the long-rangs interest

: soldier is likewise the long rancoe best interest of the Nation.

Se}v?nr:f)reclate the desires of some, perhaps many, to terminate their

T lived as a small farmer, as a small farmer lives i
) : \ A8 rmer lives in that great
Midwest. From my own experience I know something of th‘ela p%lrﬁic
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school-teacher’s life, and how college students think, and of their
aims and their homes. I know something of what an enlisted man
of the National Guard thinks, and an officer of the National Guard,
and the problems that come to them. I have lived through one
situation quite similar to this one. I was on the border in 1916
in o National Guard unit, wondering from day to day when we were
oing to go home—and I wanted to go home, and all the rest of
them 1n the unit wanted to go home, especially when Purdue—not
Notre Dame but Purdue—had a college unit next door to mine, and
they came home because they let the college people come home.
My unit was two-thirds college, but we came from town and we
were known as a town unit. The result was we did not come home
until December. We got out in the snow on December 29, 1916, and
I went back to Angola.
Now, what did getting out at that time do for me? Another
fellow had my school, the school that I had been teaching.
Mr. THomasoN. Where was this, North Carolina _
General Hersuey. Indiana. Angola, Ind. _
The Cramman. Did you never hear of Angola, Ind.¥ [Laughter.]
Mr. THomasoN. No. , ' :
General Hersapy. I did not %?t my school back. A great many
of the other boys did not get their jobs back, because in less than
a month we broke diplomatic relations with Germany, and then what
was the use of putting me back in the school? T was going away in
the summer anyway. What was the use putting these other men
- back in their jobs? The employer would say : “I want somebody that
is going to at least be with me a little while.” Not only that, but
I had this question of uncertainty: first, we were going to be mo-
bilized in April, then in May, then in June, and finally in the latter
part of June we found that the date was August 5, and that date
stuck, and we were mobilized on August 5. But I did not engage
in anything gainful—perha{)ls it may take a stretch of the imagina-
tion for anyone to believe that I had before, but I had. T engaged
in nothing gainful, and the great majori:;iy of my fellow soldiers
did not either, because some of them could not get jobs. Some of
them said, “It is only going to be a month or so, and I am going
to sort of ease out of town. I am not going to work these last 2
or 3 weeks.” And a great many people said, “Well, I am sorry,
but I can’t use you. If I teach you how to do the job I want to
keep you.” o '
Mr. Suory. The very thing that is likely to occur now. )
General Hersaey. 1 was working up, emotionally or otherwise, to
a situation where you would see where I am sitting with 800,000
people coming at me in the next few months wanting me to find
them a job, telling their to-be employer that they are members of the
Guard and will be likely to be called out any time, or that they are
in the Reserves and are subject to recall at a moment’s notice to join
their forces. . 3
Y remember that when I left the border my company was not a
very large company, but it was a very well seasoned company.
We could march three or three and a quarter miles an hour, a good
many hours a day, if we had to. When we next came together in
August, it was in May or June 1918, before my umt approacha}/
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what they were in December 1916. I may not have had toe good an
experience, because in the first place a lot of our boys went to train-
ing camp and became officers—and I am very glad they did. We
did expand into an artillery unit and take on more men, but we were
not seasoned when again we met in August 1917. _ ]

In conclusion I want to say one sentence and I will be finished.-
Congress has provided an efficient method, which they provided after
long thought, to meet a condition where there is a peril to the
Nation. The Selective Service System recommends that that policy
be employed. .

The Cramman, General, you have been before the committee so
often and have been so helpful to us that it seems as though per-
haps no one on the committee will want to ask you any further
questions. Your statement has been so excellent that I am going to
thank you on behalf of the committee, and if there are no questions
we will proceed with the next witness.

Mr. CrasoN. General, have you any documents, any printed docu-
- ments, in which you carry the enlistments or the inductions of selectees
by months?

General HrrsHey. Are you speaking of inductions into the 1 year,
into the training period, or enlistments in the Army?

Mr. Crason. I am referring to the Selective Service Act.

General Hersmey. Oh, yes, I can furnish you that. I will be
glad to do so.

Mr. Crason. I wish you would furnish that.

General ITersaEY. Yes, I will.

The Caamman. Thank you, General.

Now, we have two more very brief witnesses, and then I want
the committee to remain, because I have an announcement to make.

Our next witness is Mr. Frank Murray, president, National Parents
of Selectees, Inc. Let me ask you a few questions, and then you
can present your statement. Where do you live?

STATEMENT OF FRANK MURRAY, PRESIDENT, NATIONAL
PARENTS OF SELECTEES, INC.

Mr. Murray. I live in South Bend, Ind.

The Cramuman. What is your connection? Whom do you
represent ¢

Ir. Murnay. I represent the National Parents of Selectees. Inc.
That is an Indiana corporation. ’

The CramoraN. When was it organized?

Mr. Morray. May 21, 1941,

The Cramrsran. What character of corporation is it? Is it a non--
profit organization ? ' ‘ ‘

Mr. Murray. It is a nonprofit corporation.

The CrAmMAN. How is it supported in its activities?

Mr. Murray. By the contributions of its members, contributions
of parents who are not members, and regular members’hip dues.

The CramrMan. How do you obtain contributions from the parents?
- Mr. Murray. By sending letters to them asking them either fo

attend a meeting, take part in the vol ]
money. ng, P unteer work, or send in some
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The Cmarman. How do you obtain your finances other than
that, if you have any?

Mr. Murray. We do not have any.

The CrairmaN. Are you on a salary?

. Mr. Murray. Not with the National Parents of Selectees. That
15 a purely voluntary organization, and all work is volunteered by
the parents themselves.

The CraarMaN. What are the duties of yourself and your assist-
ants? What activities do you engage in?

Mr. Murray. You mean other than the National Parents of
-Selectees?

The CrARMaN. What is your work?

Mr. Murray. My work is head of a taxpayers organization.

The CHAIRMAN. A taxpayers organization set up as a branch of
your parents of selectees?

_ Mr. Morray. No, sir; that is a local organization that has been
1n existence for some time.

Mr. Harness. This is an organization of the parents of these
boys who have been drafted in Indiana.

The Cramman. Well, I am simply trying to find out about it.
How do you get your finances with which to operate this particular
organization ?

r. Murray. Just in the manner which I have stated, sir.

The Cuarrmax, All right. What is your position with respect
to this resolution? Are you for it or against it?

Mr. Murray. I am opposed to it, sir.

The Cratryan, Very well. Proceed with your statement.

Mr. Murray. First, I am from South Bend, Ind., where the Notre
Dame team is located. We know when the Notre Dame team is
going good, and it is going good when its morale is high. It goes
good when it has trust and confidence in its coach and the officers
of the team. And we know that when it is going bad, is when its
morale is low and confidence is lacking., This is the main point that
I want to present to your gentlemen today, the attitude of mind of
the parents and the boys in the ranks. It is a question of our
morale and the morale of the boys that is the greatest question before
you. It is not what may be the attitude of the Congress today or
what you thought you were doing, that affects the morale, 1t is
what has been communicated to the parents and our boys that are
in camp, and what they and we understand.

I have been here only a few hours, but in that few hours I find an
atmosphere that is entirely different than the atmosphere back home.
The understanding is different than our understanding at home.
I could not help but note, as the generals talked here today, that
everything they had to say in support of this resolution should
have been existent on paper or in their minds at the time the act was
passed by Congress. There has been absolutely no change whatever
in the needs of the Army. ) L.

It so happens that I served better than 4 years n the United
States Marine Corps. About 2 years of that time was spent
recruiting service, and I have some idea of bringing men into the
service. I know that part of it. I know what it is to enlist men
and have them dropping out of the ranks over a period of time
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Records will show that each recruiting sergeant would take in
three or four men n week. Those men had to be dropped out from
day to day as their enlistments expired. That A:»roblem bas always
faced the Army, the Marine Corps, the Navy, and when the Selective

Service Act was passed, the men in charge of the Army knew of

that condition. Therefore, as far as we are concerned as parents,

what you have in the act as to the peried of 12 months of training
was just exactly what we expected, and that is precisely what our
boys expected, and not more than 12 months unless there was a war.

In interpreting the act to the parents or to the boys who asked

questions about time limit or what the words natlonal emergency,

or the Nation is in peril, it was understood that “in peril” meant
war. And that was what was in our minds—not that the time
would be extended by declaring an emergency while conditions were
not changed. I want to get to that point now, this emergency 1t
is said we have before us.

It is true that I come from a State where most everybody is in

Eolitics; where we take an interest in our Government. We perhaps

ave more means and methods of making democracy work in our
State than any other State in the Union. That is more or less its
record, and most all States, especially their citizen organizations,
are continuously attempting to follow the Indiana plan to give the
people the right to operate their government.
~ Based on this background, we took an interest in the emergency
at the time of the passage of the 1940 Selective Service Act. What
were we thinking was the emergency at the time this act was passed

I will tell you what we were lt;hinkin in Indiana, that the British

Government would move to Canada. %ur newspapers were carrying

.it. That was our understanding, that the English could not last
on the island, and it was only a matter of just a short time until
they would have to leave. It was our understanding at that time
that Germany, Italy, Russia, and Japan were in a combination
n%mnst the democracies. We considered that the emergency was
of such character that our boys should go into training and get
. ready for it.

. We also considered that Spain, Germany, and Italy were active
- in South America. It was our general understanding that they had
_entire colonies down there where the people were trained to fioht;

that there was a sufficient number of Spaniards, Italians, and Ger-

mans in South America, that they cou%d control what the South

American countries were doing; that they could actually vote and
- had sufficient numbers in the various legislative bodies so that they
_controlled the government itself. That was our understanding of

the emergency at the time our boys went in. There is absolutely

no difference in the emergency today, as presented by the leaders

of our Government, and what we un(f st sency o be 2

th;i; 1. Go . erstood the emergency to be at
r. SHorr. Will you suffer an interruption. Mr. M ! Do

you not think the emergency should be lesg now because ulli‘f:gia, vg,s

noi{fli.glﬁmg Gerwny the?lirbut they are in a death struggle now.

m nétes‘FRRA?. ell, thank you, I have covered that point right in



REMOVE RESTRICTIONS ON NATIONAL DEFENSE 107

The CrairaaN. What about the revolutions that are going on in
South American countries now ¢

Mr. Morray. The one between Peru and Ecuador is a matter of
very long standing. I think that in South America we were having
a war or a fight between a couple of other countries right at the time
that this Selective Service Act was passed.

Mr. Harrer. Is it not a fact that various other countries have fallen
under the domination of Hitler since a year ago?

Mr. Murray. Is it your thought that they have people in South
America who now are added to their forces? - .

Mr. Harter. I am not talking about South America. How about
the whole Balkan Peninsula

Mr. Muorray. My attitude toward that has been the same as if
Mexico would be invaded, and that is that the United States would
go in there immediately as I personally would be ready to go in there
1f Germany landed troops. I though that the Balkans were as good
as in é;.he orbit of Germany at the tune the Selective Service Act was
passed.

Mr. Harrer. You know that the war is going on continuously and
relentlessly and that more countries are becoming involved all the
Time, and yet you say that this country is in no greater danger than
it was last September ?

Mr. Murray. I would say it is in less danger now, because there
are more Germans being killed and more of their ammunition and more
of their tanks and equipment are being destroyed than were destroyed
before. So that the emergency today is less than it was before,

Mr. Harrzr. And you would be willing to take the chance on re-
leasing these selectees and Reserve officers that no harm could come
to this country?

Mr. Morray. Sir, I would like to go through my statement and
handle that in its due order, if I may. .

Mr. Harrer. Will you answer that question?

Mr. Morray. I can answer it by just following through. That is
not the proposal that I intend to present here today. '

Mr. HarxNess. I think we should hear the gentleman, Mr, Chairman.

The CuarMan. Go ahead, Mr. Murray.

Mr. Morray. What I am trying to get across to you gentlemen is
what is in the minds of the parents out in the States. You under-
stand that as president of this organization—incidentally I had no
thought of being president, I was just drafted because I had had or-
ganization experience, and placed at the head of the organization, im-
mediately telephone calls, telegrams and letters started to coming in
from all over the country. People stopped me on the street and
asked me about it. At this time let me say that the reason you do
not receive more letters is because the parents and the boys live in a
state of fear of what will happen to them if they write to you or if they
write to the newspapers, and the boys are fearful of what they write
to their parents. I have had them while home come into the office and
say, “I wouldn't dare write that, because it 1s our understgndmg that
our letters are opened, and therefore I would not dare.” And the
perents in open meeting will not commt themselves as to what they
nnderstand is the true condition of their son’s mind or what is going



108 REMOVE RESTRICTIONS ON NATIONAL DEFENSE

on in the camp, without the sseciﬁc understanding that their names
will not be used or remembered. : o

So we have out through this country of ours a great fear among
the people to express themselves as to what their understanding was
of what the President of the United States promised them and that
Congress enacted in regard to this subject matter. So, if I do not
use names or anything identifying persons, it is because of that, and if
you do not get more letters it is because of that fear. )
" We have an officer of our organization, who, when it came time to
consider coming down here said, “No, don’t go. It is in the bag.
Qur boys are Jost. They are done for, and there is no use going down
there, no use wasting the money.” And then she had a telephone call,
and was told her boy and many others in camp had made up their
minds te a slow-down strike, an attempt to bang themselves together
so that when their year of service was over they would just simply sit
down and say that’s all there was to it, or they would just disappear.
She called my wife—I was not at home—and said, “I am gomg to
change my mind. I don’t want my boy or any other boy to do any-
thing that is dishonorable. I want him to stay there as long as the
Congress of the United States or the President says he should stay
there. I don’t want him to do these things. Do what you can to
see that this thing is handied in such a way that our boys will not
feel toward their Government as they feel today”—and as my boy
expressed himself to me. X have listened to these gentlemen tell about
what the selectees think. I was in the service, gentlemen. I know
what you can think and I know what you cannot think. I have told
my boy : “Son, you have lost the power over your body and your soul.
You are in the Army, and don’t write letters and don’t do things
against the rules, Do what the Army tells you to do, and be honor-
able.” My last statement to him was: “You are in a vise. Don’t
jerk loose so as to tear your future to pieces. Stay there and do the
right thing. Trust your father, your mother, and the other parents.
of the United States to do everything they can for you to see that you
get a square deal.” .
- I do not want to fight with General Marshall. He knows more
than I do dbout this whole thing.1 but I do remember & little story
about the King or Sultan who reigned in the Far Fast who would
go out on Saturday night disguised and find out what the people

were thinking, and came back and rule very wisely the following

week. General Marshall should disguise himself and

learn what the people and boys are thinking, There areg ;oogfltgir(lig
forces that are influencing the men in the service to write these Jetters.
The happenstance of a posteard coming to my son from Senator
Wheeler—I did not send it to him; I opened it and read it through.
bult I dg;l .noié] send it tot him. c{t is 1the boys in the service them-
selves: it i1s their parents outside, w

commitment made It)o them of 1 y’e P sovicanat they have had »

ar’s service, and 1" year’ 1
C r ) \ S service
is what they want, and that there is no greater emergency today

than there was at the time of the enactment of this act.

Now, I want to say something else to R s ,
back of the minds of the boys. I yeu about what is in the

of ] It is not exactly the time tl
are giving now. It is not this year. It is theyyem-s t?(i’c;c]llgi'.t heI"{
is their future. That is what they are worried about. They would
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not mind—I mean do not believe they would mind i ir

were taken care of. But here they a?rre talil{g: Igffidoéftﬁ];ﬂrléuaﬁm
life into the Army for example—my son was taken away while tﬁ;
boys on both sides of him were left behind. All were drawing $160
a month. - Since that time these boys with others threatened to l(sﬂrtrike'
and they have had an increase. %he are working 8 hours a da ’
My son is w?rkmg around 12 to 14 {;ours a day and getting $53:1:
.week. That is all.” And he knows of the condition back home. He
knows these boys are paying for their homes, paying for their auto-
mobiles, getting married. They are doing all the things that he
wanted to do, while he is in camp, and you are paying him $5 a week
and deducting costs of compensation insurance. The businessmen
around the camps are charging higher prices than they charged ordi-
narily, because of the influx of the boys and the shortage of things
and even then they are not getting the things that they were getting’
before. These boys are in a total defense program. That is what
they are in, and I cannot for the life of me, and neither can any of
the other parents, see any difference between a man in the industrial
branch of the defense program and the man in the military branch.

In the old days in the world that was, when soldiers were hired
as professionals and went away to fight, it was different, but today
you have got to have every man, women, and child behind this effort,
and I say to you that it 1s unfair and unjust for you to distinguish,
between my boy if he were to stay at a machine, and my boy if he
goes to a military camp. And so if you will provide—I think Gen-
eral Hershey made the statement that he did not think it made any
difference about providing for the future and paying them after
they went home, but I find fault with that statement for if you
would provide for their future, gentlemen, that I believe would make
them more satisfied to stay in, because they would know that when
they came out they would not be in the same position that General
Hershey was, when he came back from the border, but they would
be taken care of. And it is that future that they are worrying about.
And it is the duty of Congress, as the parents see it, to take care of
that situation.

Now, I have got one other thought that I would like to leave with

ou on this matter before I go into my recommendations, and that
g thig : The generals say: “Keep them as long as we want to keep
nem.

The CramaaN. No; as long as they need to keep them.

Mr. MugrraY. Well, that is the same thing, because I know the gen-
erals. They say: “Let’s keep, them.” Take yourself, suppose you
were in the service at the present time and it looked like 12 months
or 3 years, according to whether you enlisted for 3 years or whether
you were selected for 12 months, you would probably do as the boys
do now, they mark off the days on the calendar just like they were
in jail.” I tell you that because it is true—just the same as if they
were in jail—another day gone, so many more days to go. When
my son writes a letter he says: “Well, that’s another month behind me.
Only 8 more to go.”

. Mr. Eparstox, Does not every American boy in school do the same
thing?

Mr. Mureaw. I am just saying that is the way it is.

§1230—41——8
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Mr. Epaiston. I used to do that all my life when I was going to
school. S
Mr. Murray. This is what is going to happen. The emergency
is no greater today than it was at the time the boys went 1n, yet
we are going to take away from them any idea of a time when they
will get out as far as staying 12 months, 3 years, or 4 years or any
other time is concerned. Each man’s life is to be the Government’s.
T notice that the Generals talk very impersonally about the Army.
. They cannot get impersonal with us. When they talk about the
Army, the parent thinks of the son that he has in the Army. And
let me say to you that only day before yesterday I took a deed to a
farm with the express thought that if my son comes back like so many
of them came back, he will have that farm, I wrote him a letter to
that effect, so that he at least could feel that if he came back mjured,
incapable of work, if he could work the farm he could have it, or
coulg live on it. And I am saying to you that every time somebody
says anything about this war business we cannot feel impersonal about
it. Every one of those boys belongs to a set of parents. Every time
you talk about keeping them indefinitely, those parents are set to
wondering if you are not going to break down the morale of the boys,
if you are not also brenking down the morale of the parents. I would
just like to ask you if it 1s not the truth that throughout the world
today propaganda is being used to break down the morale of the
people back home, to break down the parents back home, to cause
them to write letters to their sons saying “Quit! Give up! Sur-
render! Don't fight!”? Yet, what are we doing in the United States?
You made a mistake, perhaps, when you set up this program, but it
is the program that was sold to 600,000 boys, and their parents and
the United States should stand by its word. There is nothing to
fight for if the honor of this Nation is just thrown away—and the
honor rests in the word of this Congress and that of the President
of the United States. ] -
Now, then, to answer your problem, I say to you that after you
give this to the Army, if you give them what they are asking, what
Secretary Stimson is asking, they still have not got an Army. I do
not know what the generals call “morale,” but I have some idea what
morale is, and I think that the majority of you men who served in
the World War have some idea what morale is. I say to you that
you must do something so that this group of men in the Army will
want to stay in the Army. You must so treat them that they are
willing to stay in the Army. You must do two things:

1. You must bring them up with your other defense workers, and
you must equalize the sacrifice. There is only one group of men in
the United States that makes any sacrifice today in the defense pro-
gram, the boys in the Army. 3

The balan . :
profit out of it—and the defense ce of them are making a

rogram is a wond ing
them. In our own home town marIn)y men that belon?g g;f?}}etl(lll.nf g
union are happy to hear you say that you are going to keep the boys
you now have indefinitely, because they know you only have a certain
tmount of facilities, and that means less chance for them to go, and
that they can stay at home. That is a condition that js helpino,' you
in this thing right here. We parents realize that. We know we are
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a minority. We know you have 600,000 of our boys. We know that,
multiplied by 2, that only makes actually 1,200000 parents, and if
we add in an extra son or so, we are a very small minority, as far as
we are concerned, but we are asking that you do a job and protect
our sons.

Now, I say that to meet this situation, the Congress of the United
States should equalize the pay. Let them treat a soldier as he should
be treated today, as a member of the total defense program. Pay him-
m accordance with what youn, the Congress of the United States, are -
voting to be paid to industrial workers in this defense program.

The Cramman., Where would you get the money?

Mr. Murray. Where did you get the money to pay the others?

The CrHaRMAN. But where would you get the money ¢

Mr. Mureay. Right out of the people, same as you did the other.

The Caamman, %Tust a moment. 1f you take 600,000 men in the
Army and pay them average industrial wages, do you know how
much that would amount to? '

Mr. Murray. Well, I would say that, equalizing them with cloth-

' in%‘and what you are now paying it would be about $100 a month.
he CeareMaN. How much would that be a2 month ¢

Mr. Morray. You mean the total?

Mr. Crason. $60,000,000 a month.

The Cmamman. Wait a minute. Now, take 1,400,000 men, what
would you pay them? :

Mr. Murray. Well, I should get an adding machine. What we
had in mind was that it would take between a billion and a quarter
and two billion dollars.

The CramMaN., A month?

* Mr. Murray. No, not 2 month, a year. Let me say this to you:
you have a $52,000,000,000 program, and the average, we will say, of -
the profit is 10 percent that-you are allowing those who are handling
it. In our community you are building defense houses, and the con-

_ tractor on thaf is making 10 percent net. I say to you if you want to
take half of the 10 percent and cut it down to 5 percent you will
have enough money to pay the boys. Members of the American
Legion remember the universal draft thing that we agreed upon
when we came home, if we ever had war again we were to have a
universal draft—

The CHamman (interposing). Just a moment. We understand
all about the draft matter and ail that. You had some recommenda-
tions, you said, that you wanted to make. Will you give us those?

Mr, Harness. Mr. Chairman, I think we ought to hear Mr. Mur-
ray’s statement on any. saving which we might make on some of
these expenditures. Qur commiitee knows how much we are spend-
ing on tﬁesa projects. )

The CHAmRMAN, So we do, and we do not need to be told about it.

Mr. CrasoN. Mr. Chairman, he has a program that he wants to
offer. He is the only witness for the opposition so far. Why not
give him a few minutes? . .

The Cramman. I am geing to give him a few minutes, but there
are others here. There is a man here from New York who has

been waiting ever since early this morning.
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Mr. CrasoN, Let him wait. This man is from Indiana.

Mr. Morray. We are neighbors, you know, Mr. Chairman. You-
are right across the river from us. = - - ,

The Cuamman. Yes, I understand, and I know all about what
you are talking about, but we want to get through here, - - =

Mr. Murray. Well, my idea of where to get the money based -on -
my experience as head of a taxpayers’ association, what I know
about governmental costs about what you can do, and the amount
of money that it will take to put the boys right where they should,
says it need not make any difference in the total taxes of this country.
This country would be much better off if throughout the country
we were to establish economy and rebuild character, and I say that
if you will put these boys where they belong and put governmental
expenses where they belong—and I am a Democrat, remember that—
and place your governmental expenses—— T -

The Cramman (interposing). Let me ask you a question. "As a
Democrat do you believe that it will make a soldier any better soldier
than he is, depending altogether on the amount of money he gets?
Is that your idea of what constitutes a. soldier? o

Mr. Murray. I will answer that by asking you this: if because
you can get a man for less than what you should pay him, should
you pay him that beeause you have the agl’vaﬂtage over him? I think
1t 15 not a question of patriotism,-or amount that is bein
1t is a question of absolute justice. That is what it is. .

Mr. Harness. Just a minute. Every drafted man es ecially
those from our State, Indiana, and every parent would be Wilgllg for--

the men to stay in thte Army if they believed the security of this
Nation was imperiled. ' )

The CrammaN. Nobody questions that.
Mr. Harness. Isn’t that right?
.- Mr. Morray. Certainly.
The Cramyan. Of course, nobody questions it,
Mr. Kmpay. Let me ask you this. From patriotic motives do.
you think these boys would be any more willing to stay in if you

g paid him.

gave them $100 a1 month?
Mr. MorraY. Yes, sir, )
th%{lrﬁ%l(ﬂfﬁ 0}1’3:1? think that that would §atisf_y them, just to- give-
o E{;S,%%“E%%;‘ﬁ};E%E&T&?%ﬁ&Ei"é?ﬁeﬁhiii‘?ﬁ:;’ et -
know what they are back thelege e aome fown . newspaper, they

_ t _ e You are now goine to m ]

w%l ss::y, indefinite and the§ do not know whe%l tiliyoa;r;akziﬁt’r‘zg-

get out so some assurance should be oiven “thei re. -
Mr. Kupay. Do you not think g o hor their future.

would be making a big sacrifice? - thafc:a_ven 54 $100 » month they'h'
Mr. Morray. They will be makin .
that rate,
a month, you pay them
Stﬂ‘i‘]g Cénada pays $40.
e LHaiMaN. Now you are gettin ' .

‘_ r g down to what -
feﬁls: gblt,(xlamr: Take the ba_Ianoeb of the money and aplgcgsil;ecilnyg:::-
onds credited to their account, When they are discharged
scharged.
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“from the service, pay those accumulations to them at the rate of $100
& month until they are exhausted, whatever the total credit may be,
so that in a-way you will take care of them during the time the men
are picking up somewhere near where they left off, and he knows
while in the service he is being taken care of, I was in the service,
and we do not want to go through that bonus thing again. You all
Temember that, . :

_I'am not askinﬁ much more than just what the difference is between
the way we do_things now and back in 1917, and what was paid to
us #s adjusted compensation. . The Government should say to the men:
“Yes, we will take you away from home, you have got to do all this
sacrificing, but we are going to provide for you when we discharge
you. . We are not going to dump you out on the world.”

The CaamrMaN. Pardon me for interrupting, but you said you had
some recommendations, and I will ask you to read them. I believe
you said you had five of them. - Will you read them?

-~ Mr. Murray. I believe I have given the majority of them, but I
will go on and finish, -~ = .- - :

Mr. Epmiston. I think we should let him alone and let him make
his statement. .

- Mr, MagTin. I am very much interested in what he says, Mr.
Chairman. , :

- Mr. Murray. I would like to say this to the chairman, that this
is my first time to appear before a Congressional committee. :

Mr. Crason. He has only had half an hour. He has been the only

" witness against, and most of them who are for stay on 2 or 3 hours.

The CeEatraaN. 1 will keep you here till 4 o’clock then.

Mpr. Ciason, All right.

- Mr. TroMasoN. May I ask one question? T understand you are
testifying to what you consider a solution of the problem. Are we to
understand that you do not think this country is in peril at this time?

Mr, Murray, Not any more than it was at the time of the passage
of the act. '

~ Mr. TromasoN. Well, regardless of that, whether it was 1 year
or 2 years ago, do you think the United States of America today is in
" peril? -
P Mr. Morray. No,sir. -
Mr., TromasoN. You do not? i ]
" Mr. Murray. No, sir; not any more than it was at that time.
. Mr. TromasoN. 1 did not ask you that. ] )

‘Mr. Murray. Well, that is the point. I am going on the basis of

- the time of enactment of this act and what we understood the danger
. to be then, and I think it is less today than it was at the time the act
was passed., N _ o, . P
" Mbr. Harness. If this country was in_peril then the same as it is

now, then there is no justification for this legislation?
" . Mr. THoaasoN. He says the country is not in peril.

The CuaigmaN., Well, let him make his statement. ] )

Mr. Murray. Beginning at the point of compensation, which I
have asked to have%;alanced, to have just one defense program, and
that tota] defense; that the industrial defense and the military de-
fense shall be considered asoneand the same thing in their mportafn«_:e
to the country, and that the workers in both shall be paid in a fair
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and equal manner, having in mind pensions; clothing, food, lodging,
and so on, that are given to the military man by the Government as
part of his compensation. . :

Mr. Smite of Connecticut. Is it your idea that they should have
an increase in pay or a uniform separation allowance, depending on
length of service? I mean would you increase the pay of each grade
proportionately, or would you say that for each man enlisted we will
set aside so much money per month during his service, which shall be
paid to him as separation allowance?

Mr. Morray. I am not sure whether you should increase the upper
grades above the point that you set as the base. To get the right kind
of discipline you probably would have to take care o% the noncommis-
sioned officers and commissioned officers in some relationship to the
incrensed pay for privates.

Mr. Ssurs. It could be reached by an alternative method of leaving
the pay grades as they are and providing for a uniform separation
allowance depending on length of service.

Mr. Mureay. That would be another way of saying the same thing
I have said, except that I want it understood that I am not talking
for the selectees alone, but the Regular Army, the Navy and Marine
Corps, the Coast Guard and the selectees, the National Guard—the
whole group. I am thinking of them all, as far as that part of it is
concerned. .

Now the next thing. Instead of discharging men who happen to
have de_apendents—_—ana I want to say to you that I was married while
I was in the Marine Corps. One of my children was born, the boy
now in the service, was born while I was in the Marine Corps, and
another one was born almost immediately after I was discharged—I
think the thing to do, is to pay these increased amounts, and do not
be worried if a man happens to get a couple of dependents—that may
give him a little more to fight for. There is only one reason why you
cannot have dependents in the Army, and that is because the Army will
not pay you enough to keep them, but if the Army will pay, there
is no reason why they should not marry and have dependents. ’

The CrarmrmaN. Congress is responsible for that. The Army can-
not pay anything except what they are given. '

Mr. Murray. That is right. Y believe the men should be entitled
E:J:)I:iagﬁil If(PEIéleve thatllt \;otlild Re a good thing for the country, &

) r the morals of the Army, i d
ﬁ]ing all e way around rmy, in fact it would be a gooc}

The Cmamrman. I do too.

Ll\fT[r. N{Enmr. t’Ii:Egn we Iare together on that.

ow the next thing. In our industrial pla i

we call “workmen’s compensation insuraull)ce.?’ts 'Fl?eg;:ptlger& %1;22
not pay for that. If he is hurt, he gets certain amounts that have
been set by law to be paid him. I say that as far as we'are concerned
instead of having insurance agents bothering these boys and having
them write them insurance and take the balance of their } ay that 1s
not already deducted, let us give them a certain amount o}) insurance,

the same as if they were industrial workers in a pl 1
. - 13 t 3
L};TI% happens to them in line of service their il?sl?lr‘:l.l,l:: ;I;illtl:z argrd
em. Why the military man out of his $21 a month shoulg be
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forced to pay insurance, while the industrial worker out of his high
pey has his insurance paid, does not make sense to me.

Mr. Harness. Let me ask you a question there. These men who
are inducted; however, under our present law are entitled within 90
days to make application for this $10,000 insurance policy that the
Government supplies.

Mr. MurraY. But they pay for it, at a lower rate, but they pay.

Mr. MarTIN, It costs $6.50 a month out of their pay, for a boy of
20, That is what my boy is paying.

Mr. Morray. That is correct.

" Mr, ?KILDAY. The same thing happened in the World War, did
It not? -

* Mr. Murray. But it was wrong.

Mr. Kirpay. I say about the same thing.

“Mr. Morray. I was in the World War, as most of you were, and
you know it was wrong. My net pay was about $6.57 after deducting
for my children and wife.

Next thing, I think the age limit ought to be dropped. I was 18
when 1 enlisted, and I think the age limit ought to Ee dropped, and

tve the men between 18 and 21 the option to come into the armed

orces for a year of training, or whatever time limit you set anytime
during this 3-year period. This is based on talking to parents and
talking to the boys, and I think it would be better for you and
better for the country if we would drop the age limit. I am not
against setting 28 years at the top, but I do think the bottom shouid
go down and that those boys between 18 and 21, as soon as they come
out of high school, or the first year in college if you will, and before
they get adjusted, and before they get jobs, before they are set, before
they have all this seniority and the rest of it that goes with the set-
up today, these boys should be given the right to take training, and if
necessary to be inducted into the service if they want to. Take any
one of those 3 years in there up to 21, allow them to make their choice,
but certainly drop the age limit and bring these boys in, because,
as the general said to you, some of the best soldiers you have got are
down 1n those age limits, all of us who have children who are now
in the service were probably of quite young age when we went in.

The Crairsan. Will the gentleman pardon me there? 1 do not
want to limit you on time, but there are at least 25 different sugges-
tions for amendments pending before this committee on this bill,
and what we are trying to determine here is whether or not these
selectees that are now in shall be kept in. That is the issue.

Mr. Morray. And what I am trying to point out to you—

The CuamuMan (interposing). We have all these questions to settle
here hereafter. . .

Mr. CrasoN. I think the witness should be allowed to finish his
statement, Mr, Chairman. - . )

Mr. Murray. What I am t%mg to.%elzt in front of you is that I am
not asking you to drop one thing without having something put in
its place. 1 say to you that I think the majority of the young men
that I know would be willing if you were fair and square with them
in the Army as you are fair and sz}imre with the fellows outside, you
would be willing to serve in the Army and would have no trouble
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with enlistment. I think you would get enlistments. I believe that
under this set-up I am ogering here, if you place it in effect, you
would hardly need selective service at all, except to_just classify
these fellows, so they would know where they are. Like the tax-
payer, if he does not pay his taxes, he knows his property will be
sold. If they do not go in, they will lmow they will be inducted,
but I think you will have all the enlistments needed. - oo

_ What I am trying to get in front of you is that what you need is
enlisted men, to have it so set up that you will have the highest
morale, and while you are making these changes you will make them
in an orderly fashion thus building up a fine young army.

As far as these boys that are in are concerned, I say keep your
word to them. If you feel that you want to extend the period for
draftees do not make it retroactive. I was sitting back here where
I could not see gour faces, and I do not know who was talking,
but somebody seid you can go ahead and induct immediately sufficient
men to take the places of the men that are moving out of the service.
Keep your contract with the boys, just like we have to keep our
contracts under these various laws that you pass, that are not made
retroactive. Keep your contract with those boys. Set this army up
in the manner in which it should be set up. Allow them to enlist,
and I think you will get a great number of them. Then make the
new Selective Service Act correct, not a hodge-podge thing, but
make if so that it will give the Army the thing it wants, an(% have
it so that it moves on from this point.
- I thank you gentlemen.

- Mr. Harness, Just one question, Mr. Chairman. In other words,
you think that inasmuch as the peril to this country is not any
greater than it was when this act was passed, we owe to the men and
to the parents an obligation to keep faith with them and let them 2o
home after the end of this year’s training, but we can now amend the
act so that those new inductees will understand that they are taken
in for the duration of whatever emergency may develop? That is
what you want us to understand % ) _

Mr. Murray, Yes, sir. With this added thought: If you do fix

up the other things, you will have no trouble as to their enlisting.
Mr. Harwness. And your thought about i i -om
South Bend, T Fur y ght about the pay is, coming from

example, men working i
making high wages mple, men Working in the Studebaker plant

The CrairMAN (interposing). How much?$

Mr. Harness. Well, T do.not ki ' 50
to ﬁQO%I"' g e 1ow how much the_y mgl;ef$1u0

r. Mogray. I would sey they will avera
1 ge $150 2 month.

Mr. Harwess. And the boy who is taken away from his job and
put in the Army is dissatisfied because he knows that others of his
gg;l,o Ll:tit a::]gim}:ﬁgd to be in thei Army as he is, are making that $150.

e fie 1s serving in the A i
‘) %}r. I\IEURRAY. That is rigght.. 0 STy a?t $2la month? :
. Mr. Harness, Therefore he is not satisfied with hj
iﬁf‘; 1;3 ‘:;"i];l tl)):ydlsti:ri?ﬁnated against by the (;overlrfnig%t ilfigojxf-?:ils;
I ¢ yond the year, when ou i '
imperiled than it was when the act was ;d(:)(;)utrégr{y] chgtgmssany‘ more
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Mr. Moreray. T would like to make this remark on that,.Mr,
Chairman. The lady that cleans up our place where we have our
-offices and rooms was speaking the other day and said: “My nephew
is Workmg in Kingsburg”—that is the shell-loading plant in LaPorte
County—¥“and he made $127.50.” My wife says, “Well, my good-
‘ness, how long does he work?” She said, “Ten hours a day.” “Well,
'my boy works 14 hours a day.” “But,” she said, “he is a steam-
‘fitter. . He is trained.” And my wife says, “Yes, so is our boy
trained and they are college students and they are in the army
working for $21 a month.” Your nephew is loading a shell, or is
-indirectly responsible for loading a shell that my boy must fire.
Now, why should your nephew get $127.50 a week while my boy
‘gets 455 a week ? : :

Mr. HarNess. Mr. Chairman, I have known Mr. Murray for a long
time, and I know he is reliable, one of our outstanding citizens. He
represents one of the finest groups of people in the country.

The CmamrmaN. Nobody 1s questioning tbat, Mr. Harness. I
“would like to get through with the hearing, however.

Mr. Crason. I would like to know some more about this proposition
‘of yours. You feel that this act should be amended so as to provide
some financial arrangement which would take care of the inequality
or injustice which you feel is being perpetrated on these boys that og
in the service? ' ' :

"~ Mr. Morray. Yes, sir. ' ' a o ‘

Mr. Crason. Now, you would have this money available not only for
.the inductees but for everybody who is serving in the Army ¢
- - Mr. Muorray. Yes, sir.

Mr, Harter. Will the gentleman from Massachusetts permit an
Anterruption ? :

Mr. Crason.. Yes. - .

: l\illr. I‘?IARTER. This sort of a balancing plan, I believe you are familiar
with it ' :

" Mr. CrasoN. Yes, it is over in the Senate now. If the gentleman
from Ohio classes the soldiers in that situation, of course, I disagree
with him. I feel that these boys ought to be treated fairly; that they
ought to get more money, and I think that the parents have reason in

‘their posifion. If the gentleman from Ohio doesnot, of course,heand I
disagree. _ :

: M% Harter. We raised their pay, you know, Mr. Clason. _

Mr. CrasonN. Well, that is a point. Do you think the soldiers are
overpaid at the present time$} . :

: er? Murray. 1 think they are underpaid.

-~ Mr. CrasoN. And your ides would be to give them what would
‘amount to $100 a month, in addition to their present pay, setting aside
that sum of money to be given to them in monthly installments after
‘they left the service? A

Mr. Morray, Unless they had dependents, and if they had depend-
ents, take care of the dependents out of the additional pay. =
" Mr. Marmin. Is it your idea that that $100 would be in addition to
‘the present pay or would that be the total?

Mr. Munray. My notes indicate that I said $40 a month, and then
-$60to be deposited, which would make a total of $100, and then thel;r
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clothing and other things would be in addition, which I think would

Tun out to a total of $150 a month. ;

Mz, Crason. That $40 payment you say will amount to $150 2 month
per man{ : . ‘
Myr. Murray. With clothing and everything, yes. -

. Mr. Crasox. And so far as inductees are concerned, that would be
$110 2 month, and with 600,000 of them that would be about $66,000,000
a montgh, and for 12 months service it would be around $792,000,000
a year

r. Murray. Yes, sir,

Mr. Crason. And that is, in view of the bills which we are consider-
‘ing at present, around 8 biliion, and the one that is coming up a couple
of weeks from now, 8 or 10 billion more, that would be comparatively
gmall on the most important phase of our Army, would it not ¢

Mr. Morray, Mr. Clason, I will say this, that if you do not have

the soldiers you do not have anything. The soldier is the mainstay of

it all, yet he is the fellow that is down here at the bottom, carrying this

entire Joad that you are building up and up, and you are even going
so far s to issue bonds which, when he comes out of the service, he

must help to pay off, pay this terrible cost that has been built up while
he was at the bottom, the main support of the whole thing, and getting
nothing, you might say. :

Mr. Durnam. What is the position of your tax association on this?

Mr. Murray. Our tax association feels that we want a good army.

Naturally, these people being property peoplel, are interested in having

8 good army to defend us. They are willing to pay the freight.
They believe there are billions of dgllars that nr% bein%* sypent through-
out the United States in the various activities of government that .
can be saved, give us better government and take care of these boys.
The CrAlRMAN. Thank you very much, Mr. Murray.
Mr. EpMistoN. Just one question, Mr. Chairman, I think you
have contributed a good many thoughts to the committee, although

I disagree with some of the things you have sai RE]
any of the camps that these boys Ef'eyin? said. Have you visite

Mr. Moumray. Yes, sir,

Mr. Epmiston. Did I understand you to sa
[ say that the morale was
Zﬁ% alrggs ;n these camps? Is that your impression from visiting
r. Murray. No. What I meant to say was that si is thi
has come up, where it looks like they are going to ai)te ilg[(;g ;}i:is :1}:)]1:]&
time, the morale has been lowered, very materially lowered. I have
ne_ﬁ_spapers here from camps, printed In the camps, which I will be
w{r_}1 gxghto give you, which indicate that the men in the camp under-
stood they were going to be discharged in a year, and they are trying
}c?lesai \:I!m‘.:._ 1tlhey think about it in their newspaper, hoping that
the ii%)rsItJand. il get into your hands, and maybe you will see 1t and
r. EoMiston. There is a regiment of ou 1
M8 ¢ r Nat b
e B oo, i £ s o s e
offioldil&rsl.h adger%een. e morale was high, as high as any group
r. Murray. Well, I am speaking of what is comi
co
mothers and fathers when you get 51em together. m‘;\;']ﬁalg(lrﬁgsewbggg
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say when they come home, ag to their general attitude. Boldly they
say this; “If the Governmenf will not keep its word with us, what
i3 our word worth? If great, big men like that won’t keep their
word, why should a boy like me worry#” I think that is a breaking
down of morale when you hear men talk like that.

Mr. EpmistoN, I think you have got a very good thought on
obviating another bonus campaign, but another thought that occurs
to me is that the bonus came way too late to do us any good. It
should have come in 1919, when we were discharged. The man ought
to have had the money when he got out of the Army and was going
back into civilian life. In that reorganization of his life he needs
the money then and not 15 years later. :

Mr. Murray. May I amplify your remarks by a personal expe-
rience? When I was discharged from the Marine Corps I had
only $75. I had a wife and one child, and another one in September.
That was all I had when I was discharged. Civilian suits were selling
for $76 each. I wanted to go into selling, and I had to dress rather
well, so if I had paid cash I would have been broke, but I talked to
the store man about and he says “Keep your money to eat with,”
and I never will forget that. We tried to figure out a menu of things
so we could stock up and last till my first sale was made and my
first commission came in, and we only had $10 left when we got
around to thinking about that, and on the way to the store I lost
the $10. I am just telling you that because when I think of my
experience coming home from the service it places me in the position
of saying “Take care of the boy while he 15 in the service. Build
up his morale. Give us a ﬁood army, a fine army and they will be
good citizens after they are discharged.” ] )

. Mr. Epaiston. $60 bonus would not even buy him a suit of clothes
in_1919.

Mr. MurraY. That is right. o )

Mr. Suort. I think that, regardless of what provision we might
make now, they will ask for the bonus and pension later anyway.

Mr. MarTin.  One question, Mr. Chairman. Have _You any idea
what percentage of these draftees would voluntarily eniist for
extended service if their pay were adjusted along the lines that you
ha’;%:u(%aunn(:zn. I do not know, and I do not know whether the
wi does or not. .

ﬁ:ss Murray. In talking to the men, about 50 percent seem willing
to take increased pey ang stay in the service, and about 50 percent
of them say “No.” . - P the C

(Mr. Murra submitted the following clippings from the Camp

Shelby Reveille:)

[From the Camp Shelby Revellle]

ks by the news
been kept somewhat in a dither in recent wee

rel‘)’g:tsmgﬁt emanatI:a from Washington and such pl’nces where t{ue J;ow:rs
that be hang out. One week, the word comes that it's practically in the bag

out of the Army in a year.
'mgo‘\;?:;g; ll)l‘:tdu:ve worked up to a good case of wishful thinking ;ﬁa% ntchlg
man who runs this army recommended that we contlnueO:]o i‘::‘gtl).se on Uncle
Sam’s hospitality for more than the expected year. Oh, well e
remember to shop around for that book about Pollyanna that ou used

to read to us.



120 REMOVE RESTRICTIONS ON NATIONAL DEFENSE

. Taar ExtRa’ YEAR - ! ‘ .
(Frdm the One Hundred and Twenty-fourth Cavalry News, Eort Bliss, Tex.)

#A11 T want to do Is serve my year and get out of the Ar'my." S
A pgood many of us are saying that nowadays. It isn't an admission of
maladjustment to the Army, it's just n natural statement from a man taken

out of a good job, separated from family, friends, and personal ‘freedom and
placed ln milltary service. -

The CaarMAN. Qur next witnésé is Merwin K. Hart of New York.
‘He has asked for 20 minutes. That is all the time we can give
* you, Mr. Hart. . L : ;

STATEMENT OF MERWIN K. HART, OF NEW YORK .

. Mr. Hagr. Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, I have some formal
-remarks which I will file with the committee.

The CratryaN, They will be printed in the record. :

Mr. Harr. And I would like to make a few comments -on that
statement. S :

The CEAmMAN. Will you tell us who you are and what your busi-
ness is, whom you representf ‘ - '

Mr. Harr. My name is Merwin K. Hart. I appear as'a private
citizen at my own expense, incidentally, and on my own time.

will be §lad to answer any questions in connection.with myself, if
you would like to ask them. ‘ :

The CrEamMaN. You may go -ahead.

Mr. Harr. I was in the last war for some 18 months, and am not
entirely without military experience, though it was not much.

I agree with a great deal of what the three generals have said.
I realize ﬁerfectly that if there is an emergency as great as IS
claimed, t

_ en we certainly have got to have these -outfits of ours
efficient. It may be that the emergency is as great as has been
stated, though I personally doubt it. If it is as great as is stated,
think it is an emergency manufactured in this country and not one
that is forced on us from abroad. . '

Since preparing this statement I-have filed, Mr. Chairman, I
have seen the resolution that I understand was yesterday sent by
the War Department to the Congress, and I want to say that in the
form that it now is I am entirely against it. The language declaring
that a national emergency exists is one that I feel perfectly confident
would be taken full advantage of by those influential in the admin-
istration who seem bent at all hazards on involving this country
.in war. '

I would like to remind the committee of a few of the events of the

last 2 years. We had our Neutrality Act 2 years ago at this time,
and the progosal was put up to the American people that we must
aid Britain ‘

y selling arms for eash, never anything more, and that
was voted by this Congress. Then it was put up to us that we must
aid them more, but “short of war.” And we passed onto that stage.

As is well known, in the political campaign last fall both candi-

dates for the Presidency made it perfectly clear that we would never
send our boys to foreign wars. If anything was made clear in the
campalgn, it was that. o
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. Then-the lease-lend bill was brought forward, and about that time
the phrase “short of war” {)assed- out of currency and we were then:
told that we must give full aid to Britain, with no reference whay-°
ever to “short of war.” - ‘ :

Then, although nothing that I can find in the lease-lend law
rovides for it, or requires it, we were told that it is not enough to.
urnish the goods and lay them down on the barrel head or at the

dock, or wherever you please, but we must deliver them to her, even.
if convoy is required. I

_ More recently the Secretary of the Navy has come out openly in-
favor of a “shooting war” in the Atlantic, and now this proposal
is brought forward,’ this resolution, which is in the papers this
morning, and which would clearly, it seems to me, take down the
bars, following which I have no questions whatever that the ad-
ministration would take ‘us.further toward war, if not over the
brink into war.’ And the next thing will be that the Congress
will be formally asked, and; with that same statement we always
have, that it must be done quickly because of the emergency—it will
he asked to authorize the sending of our Army outside the Western
Hemisphere. .., . : :

Mr. CrasonN. Will you pause there for a question? Would you
say that the first provision in this resolution as now introduced gives
the President the power to do thatif he sees fit? It says “use the land
armed forces: of .the' Regular :‘Army .of the United States in the
national defense.” No limitation whatever. :

. Mr. Harr. It is not expressly there, Congressman.

. Mr. Crason. But it is there by inference. o

Mr. Hart. I would not be a bit surprised if it was there by infer-
ence, Mr. Chairman, it seems to me that there can be spelled out
of the events of the last 18 months to 2 years nothinﬁ less than a
conspiracy on the part of persons influential with the administration
to drag this country into war. We have been egged on by theses
of what I think are deceit, and those theses are such as I have men-
tioned to you. Lo

Let me say in passing, Mr.. Chairman, I do not have exact con-
fidence in polls. If there had been only one poll taken of public
opinion in the United States about this country going to war, and
if that had shown, even by alarge majority, that the people were
opposed to going to war, I do not think 1t would be necessarily
conclusive, but there have been not one sFoll but many polls. There
have been the Gallup polls, which have shown consistently time after
time that the people are about 4 to 1 against the Uluted States get-
tine into the war. The Daily News, operating 1n New York City—
incidentally, with the largest circulation, I unc erstand, of any news-
paper in m;y town—and I have no contact with it—limiting its

oFl to the state of New York, reached 174,000 persons, more than

0 percent of whom said “No” to the question “Shall t]}g United
States enter the war to help Great. Britain defeat Hitler?

Now, in that area certainly propaganda has been about as fast
and hard as anywhere in the United States, and yet only glﬂ P?rcertlg
of the people are willing to see the Umted States enter the war

help Britain defeat Hitler. -
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It has been said by some people—I heard it intimated by some-
one before the Senate committee a week ago—last Monday, I think
it was—that many of the people did not know, they were not familiar
enough with what was going on. Well, in connection with that,
the Gallup poll conducted a poll with those listed in Who's Who,
or a cross section of them, angl) come to find out, 55 percent of those
were agninst our going into the war, and 45 percent were for it.
Showing that even in that selected list, a verﬂ large part of whom,
no doubt, are college professors, most of whom are interested in
our getting into the war, nevertheless, only 45 percent were for it.

What would we go to war for? Mr. Chairman, we are told it
is because of the menace of totalitarianism. Now, totalitarianism
ig nothing in the world but the concentration of power in the execu-
tive, and with that definition, with which I think no one can quarrel,
I maintain that we in the United States in the past 8 years have
built up one of the most powerful, strongest totalitarian governments
there is in the world today, and the claim that we should go to war
to defend democracy becomes simply a hollow pretense.

I might mention, Mr. Chairman, two things that Mr. David Law-
rence has called attention to in his recent week’s issue. I will just
enumerate them:

1. Usurpation of legislative power by F. C. C. over radio stations.
I need not go further into that. You recall what I referred to.

’11_‘]13 other thing: Danger to private utility industry by national
policy.

_ The Cramman. He has an article in this week’s Star on that sub-
ject, and I read it and I agree with everything he said. What is the
use taking up our time with thatt

Mr. Hagr. I just called your attention to that. I am not going
to read them.

Now, as I said before, we are told that in many of these matters
that come up there is need for haste. In this case here the message
of the President, and I think certain other remarks made by Gen-

eral Marshall, were to the effect that two-thir

ds of the members
of the troops would have to be replaced, and the implication was

that that would have to be done fairly soon unless this bill were
immediately passed, and of course, the figures have been published
since then showing that it will be November before the term of

service of any of these troops expires, then somethine less than
14,000 less than 6,000 in December, and then the number mounts

t}iro;xgh ;h(ta_followilll(tl,; Erintell{' months. So it would seem certain that
plenty of time could be taken to discuss the thi i
the light of the situation today. g thoroughly in

It seems to me, Mr. Chairman, that the whole picture is changed
by the coming of Soviet Russia into the war in the first place, as
has been hinted here already, Russia coming in is certainly occupying
Ge’aﬂlnang and is gm:;g to weaken German

e CHAIRMAN. As a matter of fact, di i i

Russia instead of Russia coming in? » ¢id not Hitler go in to

agl{\;f[rlgssl;lém. Well, T did not mean to imply that Russia was the

Mr. Suort. Your idea, Mr. Hart, is that they are growing weaker
over there as we are growing stronger over here?
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Mr. Harr. They are growing weaker as we grow stronger. But
any situation that would ally this country on the side of Soviet’
Russia would be, in the light of our experience here with the Com-
munist activities: in the United States, nothing short of grotesque..
We have had four of five—in fact, I have got six investigations here
listed in the past 20 years, of which the latest is the Dies committee,
all of them bipartisan, four national and two State, and every one
of them making a unanimous report finding great activity here on
the part of representatives of the Soviet Government seeking to
overthrow the Government of the United States. So that if we were
going to %o into war now on the side of Great Britain we would be
an ally of Russia, and I think without doubt the result would be
that if we won, which we might not do—that is always possible—
we would find ourselves, probably, under the influence of the phi-
losophy of communism, as would Britain also, and I think that would
not be entirely to the dislike of a good many of those who at the
present time are trying to get us into the war.

Mr. Chairman, that 1s the substance of what I want to say. General
Reckord said the object of the American Army and preparing our-
selves for war was to protect the American way of life. I believe
the way to protect the American way of life is to withdraw from
the constant further penetration into the foreign affairs of other
nations. ' .

We hear many stories, much gossip about the extent to which the
equipment of the United States Government has been sent to other
countries, notably to Britain. ‘

The CrammaN. Mr. Hart, I do not want to interrupt you, except
for the fact that are 27 members of this committee and 26 of them
are opposed to the war, and we have all of those facts, and if you
woul Rike, we will be glad to print whatever manuscript you have
in the record, but unless you have something else outside of your
written document, I suggest that you let that go into the record and
we will print it. .

Mr. Harr. Mr. Chairman, in view of the lateness of the hour I will
just stop right here. .

The CrnairMaN. No; I do not want you to do that, if you have
something further to present. ]

Mr. Harr. No; I have concluded what I had to say. I will be
very glad to answer any questions. )

’Iy"h% CHAIRMAN. Arg there any questions by the committee? Thank
you very much, Mr. Hart. Your statement has been very interesting
and we apreciate it. X

(Mr. Hart submitted the following paper:)

Ri:xmnxs Berorg HoUusE COMMITTEE ON MILITABY AFFAIRS ON THE PROPOSAL To
ExTEND BEYOND ONE YEAR THE PERIOD OF SErvicE oF DRAFTEES AND NATIONAL

GUARDEMEN
(By Merwin K. Hart,of New York, appearing as a private citizen, July 25, 1541)
ry steps for the defense of our country.

jon in the Army of those
Hence, solely for the purpose of defense, I favor retent ; .
men, whethgr draftee’; or National Guardsmen, whom the responsible Army

a y 11 bsolutely necessary for defense.
uﬂ:u:;itxineys 3:dg:§t:uding og General Marshall's statement be::;e eéglirmﬁ?igﬁ
that he favors returning to civil life such of the present draft

T am in favor of taking all pecessa
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uardsmen as can possibly be spared.  And I believe, because of what I consider
(t}oll!:le the state of p{:lallic opinion, that in line with the above thought, as many as

ssible should be returned. . : : :
lw’l‘he eArmy L}s np against a diffieult problem, in view _of the implied, if not:
expressed promise to the men that the perio‘d of serviee was to be 1 year.
But even this promise must yield to the necessities of nationa_l defense. )

But I am wholly opposed to any action by this Congress with respect to this
matter that will encourage the administration to get us into war. I believe,
therefore, that whatever the form of bill or resolution to be adopted by this
Congress uuthorizing the retention of these men, or some of them, beyon'd 1:
year, it should contain a clear statement that none of the troops of the United
States shall for any purpose be sent outside the Western Hemispliere unless und.
until this Congress has declared war. .

I urye this provision because I believe that unless the Congress speaks in
unmistakable terms, the war party In the administration will take advantage
of the aet or resolufion and construe it in such a way as to ineh this country
even further, and possibly over the brink, into war, .

The existing provisions of law limiting the service of draftees and National
Guuardsmen to 1 year unless Congress declare “that the national interest is:
imperiled” wasg included presumably because withont that provision Congress:
would have refused to pass the bill. This was a piece of deceit toward the
people. And this is only one of many pieces of deceit of which the war party -
has been guilty, and by which members of this Congress have undoubtedly been
misled. .

The people are overwhelmingly for national defense. This Congress has
appropriated many bitlions of dollars for the purpose of national defense. -But
if the polls, national and otherwise, which have been taken since the war broke
out, now nearly 2 years ago, mean anything, the people remain overwhelmingly
opposed to our country entering the war, :

All members of this committee are familiar with these polls, which show the
Amerlean people as opposed to entrance into the war, by anywhere from 2 to,
1 to 9 to 1. The most recent poll by a committee of educators and others,
headed by President Hutchins of the University of Chicago, showed the people
standing 4 to 1 in opposition.

The poll of the Daily News of New York City, published in its issue of July:
15, shows that of more than 174,000 nersons polled within the State of New
York, more than 70 percent suid “No” in answer to the question, “Shall the’
United States enter the war to help Britain defeat Hitler?® 'This from New
York, perhaps the greatest hotbed of war propagandn in the United States, cer-
fainly should give us pause. Is Congress going to let thls eountry be dragged
into Europe’s war in the face of such evidence?

This bill of necessity ruises vital questions, including even the question of the
continued existence of our present form of government. Spokesmen for the
administration say the people of the United States are threatened by totali-
turinnism, the threats being represented by Germany and her allies. I am, and
always have been, utterly opposed to the totalitarianism of Germany. DBut
totalitarianism is merely the concentration of power in the exccutive. 1f stands
in contrast to the distribution of power laid down by the Federal Constitution
between the legislative, the executive, and the judicial branches.

And while the administration and its spokesmen have preached constantly
of democracy, the administration has actually been building up a totalitarianism
here in the United States. The President really admitted this when he said
ir his message to the Congress as far back as Jannary 3, 193G

“They realize (he wuas apparently speaking of the bus.ness leaders of the
country) that in 34 month§ we have built up new instruments of public power.
Bt in the hand of poiienl Tappers of o toonbon ey 5, Fholesome and proper.

g 'onomie auto
provide shackles for the liberties of the people.” Wtoeracy such power would

In my opinion, and that of a multitude of people, this administration has,
;hro;lgh ltilliesfl “ne‘; tl;:struments of public power,” provided.the very “shackels
or the liberties o ¢ people” that the Presi i i
pogyer?‘) ‘:'tere ;ﬂ other hands sident said would result if these

0 better illustration of this can be mentioned th
Doyle, w"ho. because he favored a resolution to investf‘g?:tzh%orﬁnﬁﬁgigg s:?ct(i)fri?igg
in the National Maritime Union, was fired out of his union, thereby losing his -
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Job with his employer, which happened to be the Government of the United
Sta‘tes. For it appears there was an agreement of some sort (said to be
entirely unlawful) between the National Maritime Union and thls particular
part of the Government, that the Government would hire none but members of
the National Maritimme Union.

.We have come a long way toward totalitarinnism since Mr, Roosevelt uttered
his ‘words of J.anuary 1836. And it is characteristic that much of this has
been done furtively, It has been slipped over on us, as it were. This has
happened again and again. Some such attempts have been made aod frus-
trated because the pluns leaked out and became public. But much new law
of a tyrannical kind has been put through. Within recent weeks, by a short
amendment so phrused that it was not understandable by the general publie,
and whose true meaning, I am advised, was not understeod by most members
of the Congress, additivnal powers were granted by this Congress to the
Government with respect to agriculture, as a result of wh.ch agriculture, the
—hn'piesg single industry in the nation, will be brought under complete government
control. :

I believe, and I understand many others believe, that there ls not the remotest
¢hance that this control will be abandoned after the war.

There is only one inference to draw from the events of recent years, namely,
that there exists among those most powerful with the administration, a con-
spiracy to do away with the American form of government and to set up
a totalitarianism form in its stead. In the light of this, the incessunt preach-
ments about democracy are the hollowest sham.

And, just as I believe there is a conspiracy to tuke us over into a totalitarian
form of government, so likewise I believe there is a conspiracy to get us
into this war. I am forced te the conclusion that our entrance into the
avar is, in the minds of those in the administration who are molding the
policy, secondary to the objective of setting up a totalitnrian government of
their own brand. The war powers of the Constitution, so engerly invoked by
these men, are welcome to them who In the name of democracy are converting
thix country to a despot’sm.

I note the feverish effort to extend Government control over the people.
This control is being extended at the instance of men who are supremely
confident thexy know what is good for the people befter than the people them-
stlves. To borrow a phrase from this very group, they no doubt consider
the people are “too damn dumb” to understand what is good for them. Perhaps
this eagerness to rush us into rigid controls is merely a childish desire to set
up in Ameriea bigger and better fetters than those employed in Brituin herself.
But, more likely, it is part of the concerted movement designed and carried out
by these men for the purpose of securing control over the people, utterly
contrary to the spirit, if not the letter, of the Constitution.

These considerations were deserving of serious thought by the American
people and by this Congress down to June 21, 1341, on which date Germany
suddenly attacked Russia, Immediately Mr. Winston Churchill gannounced that
Britain would extend all aid to Russin. President Roosevelt hay since an-
nounced that in effect we would do likewise,

Nuw, therefore, since we have announced that the purpose of nid to Britain
is to destroy the totalitarinn menace In Europe, we would, if we actually
backed Soviet Russia, conviet ourselves of one of the greatest stupidities of
all history. TFor if anything has been demonstrated in recent years, it is the
fuet that Soviet Russia, utterly contrary to her treaty ecngagement of 1933,
has been plotting to overthrow the Government of the Unlted States, if necessary
by force.

While Germany is suspected, throngh the rather stupidly eonducted German
Bund and through her consular agents, to have stirred wvp Interest in the
United States in the eause of the Nazis, vef, compared with Russiun activities
over a period of many years, anything that the Germans have attempted—
certninly anything they have accomplished—in the United States fades into
Insignificance.

These Russian aetivities have been the snblect of many legislative investiga-
tions, including that of the Overman commiftee of the Senate of the United
States in 1919; the Lusk committee of the New York State Legislature in 1019
and 1920: the Fish committee of the House of Representatives in 10930; the
McCormick committee of the House in 193%; and, more recently, the Dies

G1230—41—10
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commlttee. Each of these cominittees was bipartisan, Each of them made
a unanimous report, and each of them found the facts to be precisely the
same—namely, that the Communist Party of the United States, acting under
direct instructions from the Communist Internationale at Moscow, and sup-
ported by that latter organization, has continuously exerted liself to the over-
throwing of the Government of the United States by force and violence
{or, more #pecifically, by the use of the general strike and armed uprising—
gee the Communist Internutionnle of February 1, 1634, p. 87), in violation of
the penal Inws thereof and of the rule of comity between supposedly friendly
pations. That, in furtherance of that program its agents have penetrated
our publle school systems, as revealed Dby the findings of the Rapp-Coudert
committee of New York: into many of our churches, as revealed by the reports
of the committees mentioned; and into our various lnbor organizations. None
of this is hearsay. All of it has been proved beyond reasonable doubt by
documentary evidence, . '

. Trom thig thoronghly established record, it must be apparent to anyone that
the proposed policy of the admiunistration, in giving aid and comfort to the
Soviet Unlon. is a poliey which gives ald and comfort to an actual enemy of
the United States and as such makes nll the clahns of defense of democracy
an utter sham.

In gum, then, national defense being the preatest need of the day, for the
gole purprse of natlonal defense the period of service of draftees and gunrdsmen

" should be extended, with such proper cinsses of exceptions as General Marshall
and the appropriate committees of Congress may agree upon.

But, in my opinion, our national existence is threatened not only by forees
from overseas, but from within. The House of Representatives has told what
it thought of Communist activitles in the United States by its constant
majorities In favor of a continuance of the activities of the Dies commitiee. I
take it thint the Senate would not greatly differ from the views of the House.
1 believe, if this country should now ally itself with Soviet Russia, that when
the war ended, even if Britain, Russla, and the United States should win, we
would find both Britain and the United States deminated by Marxism, Com-
munism would have conquered the world, even sooner than it expected.~ I have
little confidence in the thought, uttered by Winston Churchill and by some in
the United States, that we can be for Russia but against communism.
Communist influence with someone in the administration is today so strong that
the Seaman Doyle, of whom T spoke before, was discharged by the Government
because a QOmllxlllllst-contml]ed union threw him out. Can it be supposed that
communism’s influence in the United States would be any less after we and
So;'ie:n Russiia1 lmdt las ]gllles fought a successful war?

.In my opinion, the key to the situation is for Congress X lete
control of the power to declare war. fuclnding in thugt the t]‘))o::el:-em i:gnf:r)lril::pthis
‘l’t?‘tt‘g“ to policles that are certain, or even likely, to involve us in war., For,
o etr:;)weir tto t!eclnre war means anything, it inclndes the power to prevent
turdgel ng in (_) war. If there exists a hiatus between the sole power of Congress
et ot ek, ud the ote Dower of the President to be Commander-in-Chiet,
President, ould be under the control of Congress rather than the

Partly, to that end, I urge the Congres
gress, o legislatiy : 1
(v?:illlmle): ;f:r‘xlt'yo:'l elo :led fo'ljil?i“r defense, to state élenrl\vl%htr?t Iﬁgn}&iltn:?ﬁ-;stg‘;g;"
ersens, s would but put into law t g
President to the people when he wa e e Ioease mide by the
§ a candidate for reelecton last T
The people, through many unoflieinl i th

, ¥ polls, have unmistal re

32225‘:1 ttoag:rl:pgo?l?;r{l gll:aeril;gtglle war. It is the duty of“tlll\)}g ég':l%l‘:g:yi? it
: 0 ese polls, t i

before it permits this country to invol{')gnlznt (;npt(;:}s t‘l‘:ﬁelrpeolﬂe ofticially itselt

Can you gentlemen, who believe in democracy, do anytiling else?
toﬂl:kg?;]:rtég. I\{r. ’II?Imomas J. Reardon, of Hartford, Conn., wishes
ent. Have you a written document you would like
to file, Mr. Reardon?
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STATEMENT OF THOMAS J. REARDON, UNITED STATES CONSTITU-
TION DEFENSE FOUNDATION, HARTFORD, CONN,

Mr. Rearvon. T have some figures here that I would like to give the
committee that I picked up as the generals from the army testified. I
think they are important.

The CHAIRMAN, Very well. We will give you a few minutes. It is
very late.

Mr. Rearoon. I realize that, but the time was given and I respect
the knowledge of the men who know how to conduct war as an army.
ﬁTow, I want to give you the figures so you will understand those

gures:

Amount as of July 25, 1940, on hand: ArmK, none at all, to speak of.
That was the date 1n 1940 that we were talking of an army that we
needed. Now, the condition and emergency that existed at that time
left us without any of the men that we have acquired in the past
Year under the act we passed at that time. So that as of July 23,
1941, we have improved that situation very much. By July 2, 1942,
we will have improved it considerably more, because we will have
those that we let out at the end of the year’s service in reserve, and
we will have followed through with supplies, and you have your
300,000 uncalled for.

So in the mathematical figures that are furnished to you by the
Army there is no discrepancy in the necessary men, but the
discrepancy is in the shortage of material on that side of the ledger.

The Caammax. You mean fighting equipment, munitions and things
of that kind?

Mr. RearooN. That is admitted, that the production of arms has
not been equal to the men that you have called to arms. In the mean-
time, the figures that were furnished you by those men, an analysis
of that, and a keen analysis of the facts and the figures before you,
will give you this answer: There is no need of any additional time
being taken from the men who are to leave at the end of their year’s
service, because they came in at periods and they leave at periods and
in amount and in number that, when you examine it, all dovetails in
together.

" Now, one point that General Hershey made, I believe—he spent some
little time reading about the act that we passed a year ago, and he
explained the law of the act. Now, here is the point in this whole
act that brings up a question that has not been answered, and it is
a question of the duty of a citizen of the United States of America
to his country. It is under that duty and that is the only allegiance
that you are demanding his service, and you demand that he serve
a year, and you said it would be that unless the emergency increased,
or the peril.” The danger was accepted at that time without any back-
ground that you have acquired in the year, and the danger has not
increased, and you certainly have further implemented your defense,
as far as your men go, and you have not equaled 1t with your

uipment. . .
eqN(I))W, the point that is important all through this whole matter is
the procedure of Congress in suspending the provisions of the Consti-
tution, and by so doing you have legalized the unconstitutional .“?B
of the men and material of our country, because on page 3, article
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111, section E, you say “The Western Hemisphere.” Now’, you get into
the question of the ia ality of the use of our troops. The Western
Hemisphere was included i that paragraph, based on the theory that
the Monroe Doctrine was a law of the Jand, The Monroe Doctrine
is no more a law of this Government to be respected than the third
term was a law of this land for us to respect in the last convention
and election. , ' .-

To properly implement that statement, and just as General Davis
covered it very thoroughly in his prepared statement, I enter for you,
and I will only read part of it to you and leave the rest of it with
the clerk—the founders of our Government were familiar with the
history of the struggle for liberty and they made secure in a. written
-constitution every right which the people had wrested from power
‘during a contest of ages, Those great and good men foresaw that
troublous times would arise and that the principles of constitutional
liberty would be in peril unless established by irrepealable law. -

The Constitution of the United States is a law for rulers and
people, equally in war and in peace, and covers with the shield of its
-protection all classes of men at all times and under all circumstances

Vo doctrine involving more pernicious consequences was ever invented
-by the wit of man than that any of its provisions can be suspended
during any of the great exigencies of government. Such n doctrine
Jeads “directly to anarchy or despotism. Wicked nen, ambitious off
power, with hatred of liberty and contempt of law, may fill the place
once occupied by Wushington and Lincoln. Our fathers knew that
unlimited power was especially hazardous to free men.

That is a citation from Justice David Davis of the United States
-Supreme Court. That explains the wording and intent of the Con-
-stitution. The implementing of that Constitution and the things
that we have taken advantage of with that implementation shows
.the wisdom of our forefathers. They foresaw the condition we are
in today, and if we speak of our way of life, then we come to thd
-principles that they invelve. Article V of the Constitution provides
for departure from our way of life, It is the process of adding addi-
tional territory or additignal flags as an obligation of the citizens of
the United States, and you know Congress has provided in that man-
ner, and t':hen Congress has legalized the nnconstitutional use, when
-you say, in fact, you are going to use it to defend countries in the

estern Hemisphere, and there is not a country in the Western
- Hemisphere that is qualified to or obliged to give you that in return.
. On the 4th day of July of each year we celebrate the Declaration
.of Independence. There are those among us today who would have
us declare a Declaration of Independence to support and implement
their doctrine of international defense, We have national unity for
-national defense. The doctrine of international defense has created
.the controversy and confusion that is in this country of ours todsy:

Our duty as citizens of the United States is to defend the Unitect
-States and its Territorial possessions. This does not allow the defense
of any other country, its possessions or its flag. N _ .
- The Cuamman. Thank you, siv, The Committee will meet next
. Monday morning at 10:30 for the purpose of disposing of this matter.
. --(Whereupon, at 1:45 p. m., the C

ommitt djourned i1 10:30
A, m, Monday, July 28,1941.) .. ee a: ]o.ulne.:- unt11 L



PROVIDING: FOR. THE NATIO-NAL -PEFENSE. BY REMOV-
ING RESTRICTIONS ON NUMBERS AND LENGTH OF
-SERVICE OF DRAFTEES

MONDAY, JULY 28, 1841

House or REPRESENTATIVES,
ComMMrITTEE ON MILITARY AFFAIRS,.
_ Washington, D. C.
. The committes met at 10: 30 a. m., Hon. Andrew J. May (chairinan)
presiding, o ' ’
~ The C%{AIRMAN. The committee will be in order.

The Chair would like to make a statement to the ladies who have
come here this morning for the purpose of being heard on this legis-
lation that the committee is extremely rushed for time. We have
more than we can do in the time within which we have to do it, and
this is very urgent legislation.

I have been submitted a list of seven names of ladies representin
various committees and mganizations throughout the country anﬁ
the committes has consented to hear either one lady who will repre-
sent all in the group, or some four or five ladies a lesser time to
discuss the bill.

I have on this list Miss Cathrine Curtis, national chairman of
the Woman’s National Committee to Keep the United States' Oui
of War and of the Mothers’ National Executive Committee, of New

York City.

Also Mrs. Rosa M. Farber, acting national chairman of the Mothers
of the United States of America, Detroit, Mich. .

Mrs. Ethel Groen, president of the Mothers of Sons Forum of
Cineinnati, Ohio, and others. )
" The Chair would like very much to have you ladies, if you have
written statements, submit those statements for printing in the record.

How many of you have written statementsi ~ All of you who have
statements written will you please stand? Eight. _
. I think probably the best way is to have the statements submitted
so they can be printed in the record and they will appear as your
testimony given before the committee. That will save your time
and save the time of the committee, because if you start out to testify
and read your statements it will consume 2 or 3 hours of our time
and we just do not have that time.
- Will that meet with your approval?

Mrs, Farser. It is not satisfactory,
cause T made a long trip here and 1 want to a
fact that all ‘of these people represent boys who b
are not permitted to speak for themselves.

The Caamman. We all know that. 120

as far as I am concerned, be-
cquaint you with the
y war regulations
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Mrs. Farner. We represent those boys who have not been heard.
You have perhaps heard some Eeople, and we would like the courtesy
that is accorded everyone else before this committee, which I believe
g gentleman from Kentucky will not deny to & lady. ) )

The CmamMaN. Just o moment. There is not a committes m the
Congress but what has 2 very large ercentage of its printed hear-
ings made up of written statements that are handed in and made a
part of the record in order to save the time of the committee. And
there are 435 Members of the House waiting for this legislation and
we have got to get it out.

Mr. Smorr. T wonder if we cannot hear them all if they will
finish by 12. _ )

The Crmammay. No. I will recognize Miss Cathrine Curtis for 5
minutes. You may be seated, if gou wish, Miss Curtis.

Miss Corrs. I have a prepared statement which is a document of
some length. I have only come here from New York City so my
trip is not so far. However these other people have come from
Cincinnati, Detroit, and other distant points.

The CrammaN., Who do you represent? .

Miss Curts, 1 am speaking officially for the Woman’s National
Committes to Keep the Unite

d States Out of War and for the
Mothers National Exeeutive Committee,

. The Cuamman. Of 535 Fifth Avenue, New York?
Miss Curms. Yes,
The Cramman. You have a statement in writing?
. Miss Cormis, Yes, may I finish my preliminary statement first?
. The CmamrmaN. Well, you mey finish but do not speak for the
others; speak for yourseif.

Miss Currs. I am perfectly willing to file my statement with the
committee.

. T would like to use a part of the 5 minutes you have given me to
tell you that you have given ample time to the military; they have
not been limited to any 5 minutes or to any 15 minutes or any ha
hour. They have come before you and said what they wanted to
say without any hesitation or limitation as to time. I want to tell
you that it is the public that supplies the Army and pays for the
maintenance of that Army and the maintenance of the Government.
I think you are doing the people of this country a great injustice i

you do not give them ample opportunity to be heard, as much time
as you have given the members of the military staff,
The Cramrman. Now, Miss Curtis—-

- Miss Curmis (interposing). Just a minute. T have not finished.
The CramstaN. Well just 2 moment, Miss Curtis.
Miss Cormis, T have not finished with this statement. I want to
complete this statement and then I am through.
- I do not think the men on this committee realize the conditions as
they exist in the camps throughout this country. The mothers and
fathers of these boys are in position—and one father is here today—
to give the committee some valuable information and you ought not
to shut them off with just a printed statement, because possibly they

. . h
have not put 1n these printed statements much of the material that
you ought to know about.
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I am not going to say anything more, Mr. Chairman. I am goin
to file my statement and give the balance of my time to other pegoplé
and to urge you, Mr. Chairman, that you give them the same con-
sideration and the same opportunity to voice their opposition that
you have given the military to voice their endorsement.

Mr. Smarer. I want to know if you will include in your testimony
the name of Mr. Clark who represented some organization in favor of
the resolution.

Mr. TaomasoN. And there were others representing fathers and
mothers of the selectees who came here and testified at great length
and voiced their opposition without interruption, I should say, for
an hour or more. , ’

Mr. Srort. They were not given the full time——

Mr. SaarFer. And are you going to include them in your list?

. Miss Curms. Noj; we are not including him, because we have noth-
mg to do with the organization that he represents.’

Mr. Smorr. Why not give her time to present her statement?

The CraRMAN. I am simply trying to save time.

Mr. Smorr. I would like the record to show that time has not
been given to members of some of these organizations.

- The Caamman. If the gentleman had been present at the hearings
all the time, he would understand that they have.

- Mr. Snorr. I was here with the exception of 1 day, and I read every
word of the testimony on General Marshall given at that time.
. Miss Corris. May I say, Mr. Chairman, that the public is not
informed that hearings have been going on; the newspapers have
carried practically no information about it.

The Caamman, Miss Curtis, I announced on the floor of the
House that hearings were to start and expressed the wish that the
public be informed, and that they appear and express their opinion.
One gentleman appeared and made a speech on foreign affairs,

Miss Curtis. Mr. Chairman, I am sure you realize that making a
statement on the floor of the House does not mean the public will
be informed of it or the newspapers will carry it.

The CHAIRMAN. They usually do carry such information.

Mr. SHorr. Mr. Chairman, I wonder if it would not meet with
the approval of the committee to go shead until, say, 12 o’clock.

Mr. Sarer. I do not understand the rush in getting this out; we
have the tax bill first.

The CHARMAN. You wish to-file your statement?

Miss Curtis. Yes. My statement follows: . .

Mr. Chairman and members of the House Military Affairs Com-
mittee, my name is Cathrine Curtis. My address is 535 Fifth Ave-
nue, New York City. I am speaking today as national chairman of
the Women’s National Committee to Keep U. S. Out of War and of
the Mother's National Executive Committee. 'These organizations—
through direct membership and that of affiliated groups—represent
several million women in this country. These women are vitally
interested in keeping our country out of this present European war—
keeping it free of all European entanglements, power politics, and
intrigue. These women want to preserve our constitutional rep-
resentative form of government, which is our greatest heritage
handed down to us by the founding fathers of this Republiec.
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- Our membership includes women in ail walks of life and comes
mostly from that great middle class, which constitutes the backbone
of our nation. ) :

The Women’s National Committee to Keep The U. 8. Out of War
was formed in 1939 and is & revival of that famous group-of women
who led the fight against the Supreme Court packing plan under the
name of the Women’s National Committee for Hands Off the Su-
preme Court, which was formed early in 1937. I served as chairman
of that committee. ' ;

Tt is a great privilege and honor for me to be able to spenk
in behalf of those hundreds of thousands of women who are unable
to come to Washington at this time, but who are worried and almost
beside themselves in their distress over what is going on here in
Washington, what is being done to our country, to our people, and
what you men are apparently planning to do to our boys who I;;eheved
they were going to camp for only 1 year and to see service only
in defense of thess United States of America and in the Western
Hemisphere. : - : S
T have testified before many committees on Capitol Hill, always
in an effort to present Members of Congress the viewpoint of Ameri-
cen women. For many years my work and activities have been in
connection with women’s organizations: I do a great deal of speak-
ing at women’s conventions—both national, State, and local. I re-
celve a tremendous mail from women in all parts of the country, and
I can tell you gentlemen their present state of minds is far from
temperate.

During the last 10 years much of my effort has been expended in
the defense of American traditions—representative constitutional
government and the free-enterprise system in which our women have
such a tremendous stake,

It is not surprising that much of my time is spent in defense of
American traditions; that is a natural heritage. My ancestors helped
found this ceuntry. I intend to do all T can to preserve it. They

fled England because of her perpetual wars, oppressive government,
and continual poverty. N

They came to this country seeking liberty and independence, and
they f!(,mfht in the wars of the Revolutiont{lnd of 181p2 to free this
country for all time from the domination of English rule.

My great-greatgrandfather, Eliphalet Curtis, organized the first
group of men to go from Connecticut into Massachusetts to fight in
the War of the Revolution in 1776. There were many others on
both sides of my family who did equally outstanding service in those
wars—and many who gave theiy lives in battle.

They gave their all to free this country fro i

intend to do all I can to keep it free of Eng‘lrisfl r?ﬁe?ﬁ:nglmh ole- 1
- It seems to me most unfortunate that representatives of the public
have not had the opportunity of presenting their views to this com-
mittee, at least accorded equal opportunity and time as that given the
military. It also is unfortunate that countless people throughout
the length and breadth of this land—whose sole interest af the moment
is in this particular piece of draft legislation~—do not even know there
have been open hearings held by this committee because of the appar-
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ent silence of the press on this matter, both in metropolitan dailies
and in smaller local papers.
Surely these families who provide the manpower for the Army and
the money to pay for and support government-—not only the less than
a dollar-a-day stipends for the men in camp but the more munificent
salaries for those working on the so-called lend-lease program—surely
they are entitled to consideration; surely their views are quite as
-important at this time as those of the military.

" Tirst of all, I am astounded that this Military Affairs Committee
of the House is even seriously considering legislation which is sup-
posedly for the purpose of increasing the size of our Army. This is
the committee that spent months in a secret investigation of the con-
dition of our national-defense program and just 1 month ago today
released to the public an amazing statement of the deplorable lack of
defence the committee had uncovered.

. What little your committee did reveal in that public report was
amazing. But what of the added information which you apparentl
did not release? What of the shortage of primary equipment, such
as rifles and ammunition, clothing, blankets, housing facilities, hos-
pital facilities, tanks, antiaircraft and antitank guns, of which you
unquestionably learned during the course of that Iinvestigation? Are
we supposed to believe that all of those shortages have been corrected
within the short period of 30 days? -

It is evident this committee obtained enough evidence in the course
of that secret investigation to cause it to devote its time to an investi-
gation of the apparent inefliciency or lack of ability on the part of
the General Staff and others in charge of the defense program—in
place of considering legislation to provide more men—when you know
the Army hasn’t even enough equipment with which to train the men
now in service.

This legislation is termed “emergency” legislation. Again your
cominittee knows-—or you should know—there is nothing in the way
of an emergency about it. Consider the words of Congressman
Woodrum, chairman of the House Appropriations Committee, spoken
on the floor of the House last Thursday when it was considering the
first supplemental national defense appropriation bill for 1942,

Here 15 what he said in explaining to the House why its Members
should vote an additional $7,000,000,000 for the Army:

* + * TFor instance, we have in this bill funds for critical Hems for an Army
of 3,000,000 men. Our present enlisted strength—op at least that which the
bill contemplates, is 1,727,000. We have in this bill essential items for that
size army. In addition, we heve critical items, that is, necessary items which
cannot be purchased quickly but which have to be projected into the future,
for an army of 3,000,000 men. _

. An examination of the pa%es of the Congressional Record for last
Thursday reveals considerable discussion about the new offices to be
constructed for the Army in Virginin—but did anyone ask who has
authorized an army of 3,000,000 men m this country? Did anyone
ask where those 3,000,000 men are to be used? . ) L

It is apparent this talk about an_emergency 1o connection wit
consideration of this bill is only window-dressing staged by th?se m
power to fool the public and to fool the boys who are being asked to
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remain indefinitely in the service for unknown reasons and objectives.
Tt is claimed this legislation to hold these men in service indefi-
nitely is necessary to prevent oom{)lete break-down of the Army—that,
unless it is passed at once—it will be necessary to stop our garrisons
in outlying possessions such as Hawall and Alaska, _
1 listened to every word of General Marshall's testimony—and in
addition—read the transcript. I admit that—for a time—I was con-
vinced unless this draft legislation was rushed through—our Army
would be torn asunder.

However, upon further investigation, the facts that I learned did
not support these statements. '

For instance, I find we now have on duty with the Army 1,540,351
men—but only 19,327 draftees are due to be released from service
between now and January 1, 1942. In fact, none of these will be
eligible to be released from service before November 18 of this year.
That is 14 weeks away. Can it be possible the release of 19,000 men
between now and the end of the year will disrupt the Army?

The Chief of Staff’s testimony stressed imperative need for having
this legislation passed by August 1 because of the problem of the
release of draftees stationed in Alaska and Hawaii.

The fact is that only about 5,000 draftees are stationed at those
two points.

Undoubtedly, it will now be claimed that we cannot spare men
from those points because of the present situation in the Pacific.

The news of the last few days is no surprise to me, gentlemen.
During last April, when I was on the west coast, I learned from the
representative of a neutral country friendly with and close to Great
Britain, that peace negotiations between Britein and Germany had
been in progress since the end of February.

These peace negotiations were claimed to be founded upon trade
agreements between England and Germany whereby they would di-
vide Latin American business between them.

This, of course, sounded like that famous Dusseldorf conference
which was suspended, not terminated, in March of 1939,

That was a_conference between representatives of England and
Gei)np‘il_ny &t which i:heixz1 w:er?l planning tlhe use of English money to
subsidize German world trade against all other ies, including
thece United States. 5 other countries, including

My enquiry as to what the position of this country would be in
connection with any such peace terms brought forth the information
that it was the plan to involve us in war with Japan and—while we

were busy in the Pacific—England and Germany would take over
Latin Ameriean trade,

Can it be that the present situation in the Qrient indi tl
possibility of an early armistice in Europe? Ortent indicates te

And if that plot should eventually develo
. ; p—how can you gentlemen
expect this country to fight a war in the Pacific and at};he %::me time

protect our Latin American good-neighbor t 1
D ot ot ey fig ghbor trade when we have given

: equipment and o 1 g
forcion countrics? quip ur ships to England and other

T have not come before you today wi i i 1

\ y with any intention of opposing
the development of an adequate, well-organized, well-equipplgg, and
modernized army for the defense of these United States of America.
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The American ‘people want—and are entitled to—the finest, most
efficient military establishment that the inventive genius, organization,
and resources of this country can provide.

However, the American people do not want to see their country
become a military dictatorship. They do not want to live in a coun-
try where the military is all powerful and tells them how they can
live their lives as has been the custom for centuries in the Old World.
I repeat the people want a well-organized, well-equipped Army—
thoroughly trained in modern warfare. But what equipment is the
Army getting? Your committee learned all about that in the course
of your investigation. What training is it getting? ,

from available information, it is evident that the only observers
we have in this war are with the so-called allied forces—that is—
with British troops. Britain’s technique is best described by Kip-
ling’s famous line: “* * * And Tommy—you are noted foi your
orderly retreat.” '

Britain declared war on Germany—Poland did the first fighting—
and was conquered. Then land war came almost to a stand-still until
the troops of the low countries took up the fight. They fell, and
Belgium’s troops stood between the Tommies and the Germans. They
went down to defeat, and the French Poilus carried on, while Britain
retreated to Dunkirk, and home, :

We find very little Jand fighting until the Yugoslavs and Greeks
went into the trenches. As they went down—the Tommies again re-
treated in orderly fashion—for home—iwith the troops of Australia
and New Zedland covering that retreat. ‘

Again the land fighting came to & halt until the Russian forces were
brought into line to receive the brunt of it. Britain promised Russia
aid—and sent her a propaganda officer!

It would now seem the Russian defense is ended. Therefore, the
lang fighting apparently will cease—until, Britain finds another ally
to carry that portion of the war on for her.

Is that the purpose of these proposals before you? Will these—
together with the recent resolution introduced in both Houses of Con-
gress to declare a national emergency—provide the next front-line
army to carry the land fighting in this war? If so, why learn only
the technique of retreat?

It is admitted by all recognized military experts—that Europe
cannot be invaded except by an army of about 10,000,000 men. Who
is to provide that invading army? Certainly not the British Em-
pire—unless it changes its existing draft laws. .

Analysis of those laws reveals that only 15 percent of the entire
population of that Empire is subject today to draft for any type of
military service—and only three-tenths of 1 percent 1s subject to
draft for military service outside its own country!

Even the manpower of the United angrdom-—Eng}and, St_:otland,
North Ireland, and Wales—cannot be drafted for service outside that
kingdom without its consent, under existing laws.

- Despite this disparity in the draft laws of the nations now at 11::1(1]'
and that of our own—supposedly at peace—Congress now 1s aske 4
not only to break its agreement with men drafted into our ‘.‘“‘:;

services—but also to grant the power to send them anywhere An ?
world and such a move is supposed to raise the morale of our Army!
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What was the basis of action proposed by the present Selective
Service and Training Act? ' . ]

The remarks made by proponents of that law when it was being
discussed on the floors of both Houses of Congress establishes the
intent of the Congress was to set up a training system that—over
a period of 5 years—would give your country a reservoir of between
four and five million trained men who—on completing their 1-year
term of duty—would be placed in the Enlisted Reserve of tl_le Army
of the United States-msul!;)ject to call for active duty at any time dur-
ing a 10-year period after completing thai term of duty.

e are now told—by the wording of the bills before your com-
mittee—this 5-year traming plan is to be scrapped. Why?

The Chief of Staff in his testimony before the Senate Military
Affairs Committee complained of the fact that in some regiments
" there.are draftees soon due for discharge while others will remain
on for several months.

The implication might be that such a continual changing of per-
‘'sonnel tends toward a break-down of training program. But the
%wl,rstem of our Army always has been one of a continual flow of new

ood. ]

In fact, General Devers—who followed the Chief of Staff in testi-
mony—told that committee that the continual changing of personnel
has always been the standard program of our Army.

Will these proposals before your committee change that system?

If they become law will this infiltration be abolished? If that is
the case does it imply Congress is being asked to draft the available

manpower of this country from the time they reach 21 until death
parts them from the service?

Such a system, of course, implies an intent to create in this country
a huge military force of nmlFlons of men. Why? Again I refer
1o the statements of the various military experts that a force of at
least 10,000,000 men will be needed to invade Europe. Is the United

States to provide these 10,000,000 men through this system now
proposed ¢

Undoubtedly, proponents of these measures will contend the only
purpose is to provide the armed forces we need to protect this country
from totalitarianism.

Yow did Lenir} and Trotsky rise to power in Russia? Through
the power of their army—and

; communism has maintained its regi-
mented rule of Russian peasants fo

r 2 decades through- its control
of the armed forces of that country, s through-its co1

How did Mussolini rise to power? Through his control of the
military and the use of that military to regiment his people. '
_How did Hitler gain control in Germany? By abolishing the
rights and powers of the elected re o1

" ) presentatives of the German
people and their Reichstag—through “the Law To Combat the Crisis

of People and State” forced through the Reichstag March 24,.1933.
Of course, the operation of that law was limited to 4 years but
before the 4-year limit expired Hitler had replaced the German
constitution with the articles of war of the German high command.
Is it possible that among other motives contained.in proposals
before]ygu is the desire of someone in this country to emulate that
example :
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Listening to the witnesses and reading transcript of their testi-
mony before the Senate committee would make one think one is in
-Germany-—not the United States. In Germany the army high com-
mand makes up the minds of the people and the Reichstag. In this
Instance we have the army high command laying down the opening
propaganda barrage to push ﬁlrough in a hurry these proposals for
military regimentation of our country.

. Several points stand out in that testimony: ’

1. The urgent request for an immediate declaration by Congress
of a national emergency.

2. That an Army of unlimited size is anticipated.

3. That this national emergency is essential to retain some of our.
troops in Alaska and Honolulu; and :

4. That 90 percent of the draftees want to remain in active service.”
. The pleas for this legislation seem to belie that statement. If it
1s true—then all that is necessary is to amend the National Defense
Act authorizing an increase in the number of Enlisted Reserve to
be called to duty—and the Army’s problem is solved. Then—instead
of holding men in service against their will—you will have that 90
Percent which the general elaims wishes to remain in service.

Why is there such a concerted, well-organized demand by admin-
istration officials for a declaration by Congress of a national emer-
gency? Will this declaration—allegedly for the purpose of holding
the draftees in service on a compulsory basis—improve the morale
of these men? Will it reduce or eliminate the desertions—the sui-
cides in camps? Will it give them confidence in their Government ?

Will it inspire them with a desire to fight for that Government
which ;)uly a year ago promised to release them after 1 year of
service?

Will it provide more ammunition-——war materials—and other sadly
needed equipment for the Army?

Will it provide transport ships of which apparently we have so few
to transport our Army

General Marshall testified before the House committee that tonnage
is one of the most serious problems he has to face and that he couid
not return our troops from Alaska and Honolulu without disrupting
our South American trade. :

Will it provide sufficient airplanes to at least fly our officers on
official business in safety and replace the outmoded crates they are
now forced to use? : -

;IW'il?l it provide additional airplanes so that we can train American
pllots? , _ _ -

Will it end the reported practice of allowing our best pilots “in-
definité leaves home” with the understanding that “home” will be
China—where they are to be paid $250 a week and $500 bonus for
each enemy plane shot down—vwhile flying for the Chinese Army?

Will it provide more officers and a better organized Army than we
have at present? = - . _ ) h
- Will it stop the desertions from the %fmy?wluch are reaching suc
proportions as to present a genuine problem .

IIf it will not (li)o any of these things then why should Congress
declare a national emergency? —

What powers would such a national emergency provide?
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Undoubtedly such action by Congress would Jegalize the many acts
or agreements this country is already committed to—and of which not
even Congress has any knowledge—which may not have been legalized

as yet. .
ft would undoubtedly legalize the Iceland occupation and thereby

legalize occupation of other territory against the will of the American
people.

The declaration of an emergency would undoubtedly degrlve citi-
zens of their right of free speech and free assemblage and make of
this country a military dictatorship. Should this be done we will
be actively in the war. ]

I am one of these individuals who believes that national defense
begins at home and that we cannot defend this country if we con:
tinue 2 program of giving all of our defense weapons—equipment and

vessels to foreign nations as we are now doing under the lend-lease
program.

I believe we can only have a satisfactory national defense program
that is directed, operated and executed by our own citizens—whose
primary interest is the defense of this country and the continuation of
this form of Government—a defense program that would never per-
mit the humiliation of an order being given to our War Department
as follows. I wish to quote from an Associated Press item appearing
m the Washington Evening Star of July 25, 1941. I quote.

{From Evening Star, July 25, 1941]

Forr Devens, Mass., Tuly 25.~Acting on the advice of the British censor in
the Western Hemisphere, the War Department cautioned all soldiers of this fort

today to refrain from mentioning military facts in personal mail to friends,
especially to those in foreign countries.

In a circular to Col. William A, Smith, post commander, which was posted on
the fort bulletin board, the War Department said : )

“The director of British censorship, Western Hemisphere, has brought to the
attention of the War Department several letters written by United States Army
personnel to individuals in foreign countries in which mention was made of
matters pertaining to the military establishments. While the cases reported
appeared to be the result of indiscretion, measnres must be taken to cause this
practice to be discontinued. All personnel of your command will be directed

to omit all reference to matters pertaining to the national defense in personal
letters written by them, especially to forelgn countries.”

Why should our War Department be given orders by the British
censor in the Western Hemisphere or anywhere else? Why should
Britain or any other foreign power presume to tell the men in our
Army what they may or may not write in their letters?

The American people are very conscious that there is too much
foreign interference 1n this country today~not only in connection
with our national-defense program—but even with our daily lives.
There is too much foreign technique in operation in this country
today—particularly in furthering the program of the war dancers—so
much so that our {)

il

muc _ eople are becoming sensitive to and suspicious of
m?i‘r}l]entfs ltivhxc_h otherwise might pass unnoticed.

1he Tollowing newspaper story-—which appeared in the Chicago.
Tribune last Friday, July 25—has been br % b

ht ion b
a great many women. I quote: ought to my attention by

PHILADELPAIA, PA, July 24 (Special) — d
in Philadelphia was reque pecial) —Each of the 85 local draft boards

requested today to compile a list of 20 mothers of draft
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registrants for the use of national selective service headquarters in Washington,

The order was not explained by loeal draft officials. It specified that the
mothers be “loyal American citizens.” and that five in each group of 20 be mothers
of men already indneted into the Army.

State officialg said the order for the lists came from Brig, Gen. Lewis B.
Hershey, National Deputy Director of Selective Service. Of several posstble
explanations for the order, the most common was that the information was being
compiled at the request of Mayor Fiorello LaGuardia of New York, National
Director of Civilinn Defense.. Another was that officials planned to test senti-
ment among motheis on the proposed extension of the draftees term of service.

_Many of these women—in calling the foregoing article to my atten-
tion—have pointed out that Communist-Nazi technique is one which
exerts influence on members of the family to compel obedience to the
party. These women have been quite outspoken in asking if this
article means that the mothers of boys in camp are about to be mar-
shaled to2 the support of the draft-extension-national-emergency war
program¢

I hope this committee is aware of its great responsibility. I hope
the Congress in consideration of this legislation does not continue to
ignore the wishes and the appeals of the American people.

Several weeks ago our committee took a Nation-wide poll in which
we used the word “war.” Returns disclosed that 94.9 percent of those
polled were opposed to foreign war involvement. Since that time
many organizations and newspapers have taken polls which show
that at least 85 percent of our people do not want the United States
to go to war.

Members of this committee, we urge you to find some other solu-
tion to this draft extension issue than that of compulsory extension
of the draft and breaking faith with the men and their families,

We also oppose vigorously any declaration of an emergency by
the Congress.

1f you gentlemen—who are sent to the seat of Government to rep-
resent the wishes of our people—continue your program of ignoring
them and allowing this country to get deeper and deceper into the
Old World’s recurrent conflicts—I greatly fear it is going to acceler-
ate a lack of confidence in Government which, if it continues at its
present rapid pace, unchecked, may lead to open revolt.

The will of the majority cannot be forever ignored.

STATEMENT OF MRS. ROSA M. FARBER, ACTING NATIONAL CHAIR-
MAN, MOTEERS OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, DETROIT,

MICH.

The Cramaran, Mrs. Rosa M. Farber, whom I have listed as rep-
resenting as acting national chairman, the Mothers of the United
States of America. Isthat correct?

Mrs. FARBER. YesY. 3

The CaamaraN. You may proceed.

Mrs. Farper. Mr. Chairrsrrlg)n, while I have & prepared statement I
do want to add this: I sat through the hearings on F rldsg m(ixm(i
ing and I heard three gentlemen go over and over things that ha
been said a dozen times, without any limitation of time. 1 T think is

You are giving me 5 minutes to discuss a matter which I think

very important.
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- Mr. Sxonr. T do nof think her time should be limited, Mr. Chair-
-man.

The CuammaXN. I have asked her to read her statement. Let her
proceed. - ' )

Mr. Crasox. Mr, Chairman, you suggested that three or four of
thoso here could have 5 minutes each or that if a lesser number were
heard they would have more time and T think she ought to know in
advance,
~ The Cmamman. Well, if there is no limitation as to time, is that
satisfactory to the gentlemen?

Mr, CrasoN, Yes. '

The CramnaN. And I am saying to the lady to proceed.

_ Mrs. Faroer. Mr. Chairman and members of the Military Affairs
Committee, my name is Rosa M. Farber,. I am acting national
chairman of the Mothers of the United States of America, with head-
quarters in Detroit, Mich. We are a national organization, organized
October 1939 for the purpose of keeping the United States of America
out of foreign wars. Members are mainly mothers, wives, sisters,
of men who fought in the World War, who now have sons of military
age. However, membership is open to any woman who 1s a citizen
and who is in sympathy with our cause. There are no membership
fees, and the cost of opereting is met with money which comes in the
_form of voluntary contributions. We pay no salaries; all the work
is done by voluntary help. We have never put on a membership
drive nor have we ever put on a money-raising campaign.

After the first headlines appeared announcing the proposal to
extend the training period of draftees our office was besieged with
telephone and personal calls, insisting that we appear before the

commitee in opposition to this new proposal which adds to the mental
and nervous turmoil of every person who has attained the age of
understanding. -

Some Members of Congress report their mail is light on the
extension of the training period issue. This lack of interest is inter-
preted by many as an indication of consent or approval. This is
not true. There are two reasons why mail is light. First, people
have lost confidence in Congress. Secondly, the press is not carry-
ing reports of the hearings. A general survey of the newspapers on
file in the Congressional Library verifies this statement.

The first appearance of General Marshall before the Senate Mili-
tary Affairs Committee and his assertion that we must keep the men
in received wide publicity. Also receiving considerable publicity
was his statemnent denouncing as sabotage of a dangerous character
what he said were organized efforts to have draftees petition Congress
against extending the service of selectees and National Guardsmen.
Meager reports of the opposition were found.

Is this voluntary censorship on the part of the press?

We are very much alarmed about this matter because we know
that people throughout the country get a picture of what is going
on in Washington from their papers. We have heard much aboﬁt the
methods used by the governments of Russia, Germany, and Great

Britain to propagandize their people. We refus

- etob 1

as tlrwse people are—and to be rendered helpless b th;:gg: 11:183&33%
We have no desire to say or do anything whicﬁ would impede or
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interferé with the mdintenance and “training of the Army of the
United States. We realize that we must have an Army second to
none. However, being mothers, we realize that-the first important
requisite of an Army is the morale, and mothers understand, as no
other group can, the attitude of these boys. We appreciate what
their veiwpoint means to the morale of the Army which stands as
our first line of defense and our security. Many of us have lived
these past 20-odd years with men whose entire lives have been warped
by their experiences in the World War. No one knows better than
the wives of these men and the mothers of their sons what that
tragic mistake cost. - :

I mention this not as an emotional appeal but to impress upon this
committee and the Congress the fact that there is a very real and
solid foundation upon which rests the mothers determination to
stay out of foreign wars. '

t is interesting to note that testimony given before the Senate
Military Affairs Committee was to the effect that 90 percent of the
men want to remain in service. In contrast to this general’s appear-
ing before the House committee claim to know nothing about the
attitude of the men. o ‘

. Since the generals speak for the boys but the boys dare not speak
for themselves, we speak for them. We are not under Army reguia-
tions. : )

The information that 90 percent want to remain In service was
amazing news to those of us who have listened to a continuous stream
of opposition. We have reason to doubt the veracity of this state-
ment. Information received direct from camps and from parents
indicates bitter resentment on the part of soldiers to this breach
of contract.

We get an idea of their attitude from a letter which appeared in
the Detroit News, July 21, 1941, This letter comes from a camp
in the West and is signed by 18 soldiers.

We are addressing this letter to you in the hope that it may in some way
help to defeat any bill calling for an extemsion of service by the drafted
men, and because many of us are from Michigan.

Many of us volunteered for service, leaving our friends, homes, and jobs
willingly. To keap us longer than a year is unfair, and from a military stand-
point, unnecessary. We have learned our jobs well and even now our dally
routine is merely repetition, In fact, the job of training could have been

done in € months. )
Perhaps this letter sounds a bit selfish, but if we could see any vital need

for further training we would not protest. Without a doubt this letter voices
the opinion of every selective service man in the regiment.
~ (Name of camp and names of men were deleted. However, they

apﬁear in the newspaper.) ) ) X . e
young man on furlough, stationed in a camp in Illinois, said

to me:

. ) 3 h
A lot of funny things are going on. The fellows in camp don't say Inuc
because there is nothing we can do. But the feeling is that the people are letting

us down. i .
Another letter in the Detroit News, July 21, from Fort Sheridan,
Iil,, reads as follows:

Inasmuch as this is my first letier to ¢
publish it so the people back home may know Jus

61230—41——10

he News, I would like to have you
t what we think about Marshail
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and Willlams’ statement that the Natlonal Guard men would be willing to serve
more than 1 year.

Where did he get that Idea, we all would like to know?

We gave up good jobs and are willing to serve a year, but to give up wmore
of our civilian life when our Natlon is not even in o war is very foolish. DMost
of us up here have plans we propose to earry out when we are released from
gervice, If this country were at war we would be glad to remain in the Army
untfl the battle 1s won or lost. We believe 1 year of training is sufficient for
any soldler, Why keep us longer?

In New Jersey, troops from the 44th Division dropped notes from
trucks as they passed through cities, appealing to civilians to defeat
the proposal to extend the training period. They too asked where
did Williams get his information? Whom did he ask?

Reports from the Navy are equally disturbing. We offer the fol-
lowing excerpts from a letter received by a mother from her son
who is a university graduate. He writes:

There shonld be quite a bit to write about but we are not allowed to write.
We can shout what we think from the housetops as long as we don’t shout above
a whisper and as long as no one hears us.

Tell Eddie [his brother] to stay out of the Army, Navy, or any other branch
of the service at any cost.”

We mothers, opposed the Compulsory Draft Act for several reasons,
one of which was that we felt that there was no need for this drastic
departure from our way of life. We feel there is no need now to
further extend the act by authorizing the President to exercise the
power conferred upon him by section 3 (b) of the Selective Training
and Service Act of 1940, which section gives the President the power
to retain the men indefinitely if a national emergency is found to exist.

When a general testifying before this committee was asked whether
the emergency is greater now than it was on September 16, 1940, he
stated it 1s. \ﬁ”nen asked why it is greater he answered in true war-
monger style, “The whole world is aflame, practically.” Mr. Chair-
man, and members of this committee, this is not sufficient evidence
on which to base an important decision—one which affects the lives,
mentally, morally, and physically of millions of young men, in and
out of the Army; our young women and in a different manner, but
in {10 lesst iegree, ﬁotheis and fathers of this Nation. ,

I want to say here that intelligent people favor building our na-
tional defense to such strength that er)e 'cI:m 1‘esisll; zlljny dinnv%.si(l)llll‘ {)ut
we demand that our Government stop making plans for sending the
arriléaq f011~qes tg :Lny si.lnd all parts of the globe.

1s claimed by the generals and some members
the public understood when the Selective Trniningfng oé]g']ff:etzig
WaItsI passed that service was for 12 months or more,
_ Cr. Chairman, when the Burke-Wadsworth bill was being debated
in Congress the short training period—only 12 months—was played
up. The possibility of a nationali P

emergency and service for the dura-
tion was played down. In fact, a son '} .
popular—the title, “It’s Only a’Year, lt.lr):}v:s”wutten and became very

. }’]I;h:rléo_sition of parentsis a trying one. They hear from their sons
who are in ﬁ?&nsgﬁe;sﬁggﬁe sons'l}ave not yet been called, live
moving forward, relentlessl crusai:li%ms erminee the war machine

national defense? Who believes thar:g tggglj‘(y?thing in its path. For
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. We hear reports of troops sent to outposts! Requests are made for
legislation to send them anywhere in the world Speeches before
luncheon clubs explaining that we must mobilize our men, youn
and old and prepare to fight anywhere on the globe! The President’s
ambition is to enthrone the four freedoms everywhere in the world.
The War Department requests of Congress complete power to act.

The plan to enter the war is obvious, We oppose extension of the
training period because it is another step toward war. Unless we stop
taking these steps we will one day find ourselves at war.

Clearly the purpose of this proposal and the request to declare the
natlonal interest is imperiled is to circumvent the limitations of the
Selective Service and Training Act of 1940; to legalize holding the
draftees indefinitely; to legalize sending our armed forces anywhere
in the world.

They are already scattered from the Philippines to Bermuda and
Trinidad, Newfoundland and Iceland. Yet, Canada, a British
Dominion is only now discussing the possibility of conscription for
overseas service. Canadian soldiers train for 4 months; are paid
$40 per month; overseas service is voluntary. Prime Minister
Mackenzie King is opposed to conseription for overseas service and is
meking speeches throughout the Dominion against it.

General Marshall gives as a reason why the training period should
be extended the fact that the War Department now faces the problem
of returning the draftees who have been sent to outposts, and getting
them back in time to muster them out when their year is up.

Surely the War Department knew they were limited by law when
these men were sent away. They knew when the men were due for
discharge from the Army. Why then did they wait until late in July
to ask for a change in the legal machinery and urge its passage by
August 17 There was ample time to foresee and plan for this.

Since we are not a military dictatorship and since the people are of
the opinion that they are the government; we make this observation:
Since the War Department is not infallible, and since there are unmis-
takable signs of incompetence, would it be. asking too much if -we
were to suggest that they consider well before rushing inte ancther
situation from which there is no turning back.

STATEMENT OF MRS. ETHEL GROEN, PRESIDENT, THE MOTHERS
OF SONS FORUM, CINCINNATI, OEIO

The Crammax. The next on my list is Mrs. Ethel Groen, of
Cincinnati. _

Mrs. Groex. Mr. Chairman and gentlemen of the committee, T want
you to know that I come before your committee not as a hysterical
mother nor as & woman who is beside herself because I do not. And
T also wish to apologize because I am not a public speaker and probably
if T were I could put this over much more effectively than I will be
able to do. )

I represent and am president of the Mothers of Sons Forum of
Cincinnati, Ohio, and wish to thank the committee for the opportunity
ir views on the proposals now before this committee,

to present thel 10W ] ;
which views we make free to declare, reside in the consciousness o

the vast majority of our people.
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" T want you to know that I have two sons, one boy 25 years of age,
a Reserve officer in the Ohio State Militia ; and another boy 18 years
old. Ihave s daughter 16. I have every interest and right to appear
here to represent those boys, and I also have the responsibility to
speale for the Mothers of Sons Forum, mothers who Eelong to the
organization I represent.

ike every true American organization that has the interest of its
country at heart, we are definitely for national defense and hemisphere
commitments, but we are as definitely opposed to measures which can
be construed only as aggressive war measures and which violate the
purpose of the Draft Act as stated in the act itself and in its title,
namely, “An Act to Provide for Common Defense.”

Last fall General Marshall estimated less than 500,000 men were
needed for adequate hemisphere defense. Today he talks in terms
of millions, Was General Marshall right last fall or is he right
today? _Or is he I‘lgglt in both instances as his reputation inclines
us to believe him to be? If this be so, then certainly while General
Marshall was talking about “defense” last fall, he is tallang about
something entirely different today. These contradictory figures made
by the same authority seern conclusive proof that we were forever
right in our contention that the draft bill was never intended as 2
defense measure, but was a war move, and we therefore oppose the
proposal to extend the period of service for draftees and demand that
the terms of the contract made by our Government with these boys,
be honorably complied with and that you do not break faith with our
men in order to “keep faith” with strangers. '

The President’s first obligation of good faith is toward the draf-
tees, their fathers and mothers and their country generally. The
12-month service period obligation to the draftees is something that
comes before any questionable “good faith” toward our neighbors.

: The parents in this country as also the boys are familiar w?th the
circumstances under which the Draft Act was framed, and by impli-
cation, the purposes of this act. They know who comI;osed the group
that met at the Harvard Club, New York City, May 22, 1940, tobmake
plans for a conseript army for the United States of America

They know of the quarter million dollars this same grou raised
to %}'w]e the CO;IS;.‘.l‘lpthll bill through Congress. ( grotp

e have not forgotten the % '
“can be trained as t%:ﬁ'ell in Sinsg:;ﬁ n%’gle?si' greeEn American t‘roops
as in Georgia” and other Southern St’ates ]Illllle(;tluiy{)v%rﬁgdig 1‘31::11}3
seem our American soldiers will be po]i(;ing and protecting British
dope mterests in Singapore; British oil interests iinalesting, British

cotton interests in : L
o ense. Egypt under the guise of training, and at our

resident Roosevelt expressed the feeli i
: _ eeling that Japan’s imitati
3&3&?%3& 111113(\)'5 ggﬂfgd mduclg Americans to sup[ﬁ;‘:; Sthl:arslétgigﬂ
' : ress. lortunately, however, w v -
ftgl %:lt;ten S_ldney Rogerson’s warning that J‘r‘,To per‘;flla,d: e(iizei-i::l:)t
Amerigaomtlp?rt (in the next war) will need a definite threat to
merica, 3 tl(:eat, moreover, which will have to be brought home by
{)n :Pn %xte ::ml (elrlillie(iltlz%?l t::ve’for_sz_the R?{)ublic will again take arms
: exter rel, ositlon will naturally be iderably
eased if Japan were involved and this might an({ pf-'oﬁggf;ﬂi;gmgl
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bring America in without further ado. At any rate, it would be a
natural and obvious object of our propagandists to achieve this, just
as during the Great War they succeeded in embroiling the United
States with Germany.” '

We know that many of our most ardent warmongers are empire-
minded. 'We Americans have no desire for empire. The history of
-every empire from Roman to British, is a record of crimes against
the common man, Though it is fabulous business for a few, it means
unsuspected misery for many.

While the men in the army and their parents are definitely for de-
fense of their own country, the men do not intend to fight for British
Imperialism, for Russian Communism, nor even for American Im-
germhsm, it would be advisable for you gentlemen to consider this
fact when you vote on the resolution. If our men are going to die
in war, it will be better for them to die here defending American
liberties against Ammerican tyranny.

We who went to war to give the Ne%ro freedom certainly cannot
be expected to look-on complacently at this attempt to rob us of ours,

Mr. Crason, Have you talked to any of the boys in camp?

Murs. Groen. Yes, I have.

Mr. Crason. Judging from those with whom you have talked can
you say about what proportion of them are favorable or would
desire to remain in the service beyond the one year period?

Mrs. GroEN. I have the first one to meet yet who has expressed
any willingness or desire to remain in the service after the year is
over.

Mr. CrasoN. Is it your opinion or view that these selectees would
voluntarily enlist to serve in the Regular Army after the 12-months
period is over? .

Mrs. Groex. It certainly is my opinion, from what I have learned
in my contacts with the selectees, that they would not.

Mur. Crason. In that respect you find yourself considerably opposed
to the statement that has been inade by the members of the mihtary?

Mrs. Groen. There is no question about that; I certainly do feel
that way.

The CHaRMAN. We thank you.

Murs. GroEN. Thank you.

The CrarmanN, Thank you, madam.

We have two other witnesses now, Mrs. L. S. Benge of Cincinnati,
Olhio, and Mr. Stuart Benge, of Cineinnati, Qhio. May I inquire
if you happen to be husband and wife, or not ¢

Mr. Benge. That is corvect.

The CHairaan. Will you be contented to have one of you make
the statement ? .

Mrs. Benee, If it be necessary, due to the shortness of time, I
would rather have my husband s][jeak for the family; otherwise I -
should like to speak for myself. [Laughter.] .

But I will say this: I only have one thing to say, and I still would
like to have my husband speak, but I still would like to have the
ﬁentlemen hear what I have to say. I maintain that I should like to

e heard. .

The CHasryan. There is not a man on this committee but what
understands that. [Laughter.]

Come around, Mr. Benge.
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STATEMENT OF STUART BENGE, CINCINNATI, 0HIO

Mr. Bexce, Mr., Chairman, I hope the gentlemen of this committee
will not think that I am prejudiced, but I am saylng what I think,
from what information I have gained by traveling in various parts
of the country and talking to men in the Army camps. o

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Military Affairs Commiittee:
My name is Stuart Benge. Iam appearing here on behalf of my son
who is now in the draft Army. He has been deprived of his con-
stitutional rights and cannot speak for himself. The enactment of
this bill which is backed by a minority group in this country, and
“fostered by His Imperial Majesty’s Government of Great DBritain,
will condemn my son to possible death or maiming. -

The general public and the draftees accepted the Conscription Act
in the belief that it was a defense measure, and that the Army was
not to be used to defend the British Empire or invade the European
continent. There is not o soldier in the American Army who would
not fight to the last ditch to defend his country, but that does not
mean thet he is willing to die on some foreign battlefield to save the
declining British Empire. :

"The draftees and the general public have not been duped by British
propeganda as they were in the last war. Now that bloody commu-
nistic Russia has been welcomed into the fold by England and the
United States, the mask is at last torn aside, and only a moron

would fail to reulize that the present war is a struggle for the domi-
nation of Europe.

The draftees had not been in camp a month before they started

to mark the days off the calendar, checking daily the number of days
they had to serve to complete their year of training—training which
is almost valueless because of the lack of equipment and ammunition.
I have not talked to a single draftes or even heard of one who has
expressed a desire to stay beyond his year of service.

he loss of life due to acc'dents during maneuvers held by our
new Army has been all out of proportion to the number of men
engaged. I would suggest that this committee secure from the Army
sworn statements as to the number of men killed in accidents during
maneuvers held the last few months, also the number of suicides.
If the members of this committee are really interested in knowing
what the boys actually think, T would suggest that they vis't some
camps and, after excluding all commissioned and noncommissione
officers from the hearing to prevent coercion, ask the private soldiers
what they think about the lengthening of their term of service.

In February 1940 General Marshall told a congressional committee
that a regular army of 242,000, together with the National Guard,
then numbering 235,000—or & total of 477,000 men—could defend the
United States and its hemisphere ecommitments. A short time later
he appeared before a congressional committee and supported an in-
crease in the Regular Army as adequate to defense and opposed
conscription. ‘Then the administration, abetted by the warmongers,

cooked up the conscription bill, and Jul

8 conscl 12, 1940, found General
Marshall testifying in favor of that lcaill?7 But he toﬁi] nthe Segﬁate

Military Affairs Committee on that occasion that h -
gested increase in the Regular Army to 75?),000. % o opposed & sug
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_The President in his recent message to Congress regarding granting
him emergency powers has asked that he be given the right to call
more than 900,000 men into service each year. Tt is now the belief of
the draftees and at least 80 percent of the general public that our
soldiers are to be used as reinforcements for the British Army, to be
used by England wherever and whenever she sees fit. In other words,
we are to do for England what her own colonies will not do and she is
unwilling to do for herself.

he warmongers are composed largely of two groups, the profiteers
and the ones who want to try and crush Hitler, regardless as to its
effect on this country. The bodies of the warmongers will not provide
food for carrion crows or rats. They will not come back from the
war, wrecked in body and mind, blinded or with legs and arms
missing.

In order to defeat Hitler, it will be necessary to invade continental
Europe, and England is perfectly will'ng to do it with our soldiers.
Any competent military authority will tell you that it would be
mass suicide. It would result in the death of not less than 1,000,000
men, leaving 2,000,000 mourning parents, to say nothing of the
wounded ang maimed, and it would result in failure. It would make
Churchill’s fiasco at the Gallipoli Peninsula during the last war,
Wwhich resulted in the loss of 250,000 and ended in failure, look like
a Sunday-school picnic.

General Wavell and General Auschinlech have stated publicly that
it would be necessary to have American manpower in order to defeat
Hitler. On July 26, 1941, Sir Gerald Campbell, British propaganda
chief in the United States, said in New York City that England did
not want our Army now but did want our air force and Navy. Un-
told millions of citizens in this country ave toiling and sweating to
pay back the money which we lonned England during and after the
last war, and money which we have given them since this last war
started, toiling for the British Empire like the starving millions of
India. Now they again want our blood to bolster up their declining
powers. It is like taking all the blood from the veins of a vigorous
young man, leaving him fo die, in a futile effort to prolong the life of
an old man ready to topple into his grave.

Unless our é)resent Army Staff expects to build up a mass army
according to Civil War tactics, no mass armies are needed except to
send expeditionary forces all over the world in an effort to spread
democracy with a tommy gun. Competent military authorities agree
that the I'rench and British Armies in France, numbering 5,000,000
men, were cut to pieces by German panzer divisions numbering not
to exceed 150,000 men, and we have not 1 fully equipped mechanized
division in the United Stafes. L

Like the politicians of England and France, a group of politicians
in our country have allowed their hatred of Hitler to est-roF all their
reason and, like the politicians of England and France, would embark
on a war for which they were totally unprepared. It is also generally
agreed that neither England nor France would have decial_'ed war on
Germany if they had not been promised that this country W ould come
to their aid in an all-out war.

I just want to read one excerpt
in Cincinnati on July 27:

from a paper which was published



148 REMOVE RESTRICTIONS ON NATIONAL DEFENSE

ArHENS, OHIO, July 26.~"Home by October” is the slogan of me|mbersrof Bat-
tery C, Ohlo National Guard, now in training at Cowp Shelby, Miss,, as a part
«of the Thirty-seventh Division, according to a story in-a local paper said to have
been written by Sgt. C. K. McKinstry. :

Mempbers of the battery, a local unit, are opposed to an additional year of
service, according to McKinstry, and want te come home and share in the high
wages being paid In private employment,

Gentlemen, I thank you. .

Mr. Suort. How many camps have you visited ¢ _

Mr. Bexe. The main camp that I have visted was Fort Ord, Calif.

Mr. Suorr. Did you seek these men or did they seek you, or what

Mr. Benae. No; I went out there to visit my son and talked to
him and talked to some of the boys. X did not make any effort to
cross-examine anyone, or anything of that kind, Then I have talked
to boys in Cincinnati from Camp Shelby. .

Mr. Smarer of Michigan. What figures do you have relative to
the number of deaths in these maneuvers? )

Mr. Bexnce. I would rather not give my source of information, but
I can tell you this: that one convoy, in night maneuvers, traveling 15
miles, lost 18 men killed in accidents. :

Mr. Suares of Michigan, Where was this? Where did this happen?
. Mr. Bexge. I would rather not answer that question, because I am
afraid the man who gave me the information would suffer. .

Mr. Smarer of Michigan. We would like to have the information
liere in our committee. I have not heard of 18 men being killed in
one convoy, and I would like to know where this was.

Mr. Benge. It happened in California, on the way to Hulen.

Mr. Suarer of Michigan, What outfit was it?

- Mr. Bence. I could not tell you that. I could get you that infor-
mation definitely, as to who it was.

Mr. Suarer of Michigan. Will you do that?

Mr. Benck. Yes, sir.  Shall I addvess it to you?

. Mr. Smarer of Michigan. I would rather have you just insert it
in the record. :

-Myr. Benee. I see. It will take a few days to get that information.

Mr. Saarer of Michigan. What information do you lave relative
to the suictdes that you speak of?

Mr. Benge. Various people that I have talked to. There is one
woman here who got a letter from her son telling about finding a
boy hanging in a latrine.

The Cuamman. What is your business, Mr.

Mr, Bexge, I run a one-man parks business.

ﬁhe %EAIRM;N. Wlllat is that?

r. Benee. I just have a small automobil : iness.
The CHAIRMAN]. In Cincinnati? © paris business
Mr. Benee. That is right.

The Cuarman, You did not apply to the Navy for information
with respect to this convoy that you are talking about?

Mr. Benge. The Nav

¢
The Cuamnyax, The iTa".Y or the Army, either

Mr. Bexge. Just what do you mean? ¥ either onet
. The Cuamman. Did you ask the Army or the Navy for this
information ¢ '

Benge?
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Mr. Bunee. No; I did not ask them for this information.

The Cumamrman. The information that you are giving us, then
does not come from the War Department, but from outside sources

Mr: Benge. That is correct.

Mr, Harness. These convoys that you are speaking of, are those
organized by the Army to take the men back and forth between the
the different training centers?
© Mr. Benae. No; these were night convoys during the blackouts,

Mr. Harness. During manenvers?

" Mr.. Bexor. Yes, si '

Mr. Harness, Of course, under normal conditions, in peacetime,
you- could reasonably expect a certain number of men to be killed or
die or commit suicide, could you not ¢

Mr. Benge. Well, that is trae. But I talked to a Maxine gunnery
sergeant who was with, the Second Division in France, and he told
me—it was yesterday a week ago—that they did not lose a single man
through accidents; the only men they lost in France in the Szcond
Division were due to combat.

Mr. Harxgess. Were they traveling at night?

. Mr. Benee. They traveled at night. He told me that one officer
went out one night and turned on the headlights on his car; and the
result was that a German bomber came along, and he said it Dlew him
and his car all to pieces and killed 30 men. They had to work at
night in France just the same as they do now.

r. TEoMasoN. Mr. Chairman, the War Department could give us
the accurate information as to accidents. Why not get the accurate
information rather than hearsay?

Mr. HarTer. Was this a convoy working out of the camp in: which
your son is a selectee '

Mr. Bexae. That is right.

. Mr. Harrer. What is the name of the camp?

Mr. Bexge. Fort Ord. It is near Monterey.

Mr. Suarer of Michigan. What training has your son had since
he has been in the Army ¢

Mr. Bexoe: Well, with rifles; that is all that I know of. We re-
ceived a letter from him recently. He said they have two machine
ﬁuns and no tripods; they have two mortars, but they have never been

red, because they have no ammunition.

Mr, Harter. When were you &t your son’s camp ¢

Mr. Benge. In March. . )

Mr. HarTER. You have never been in any other camps in the United
States?

Mr. Bexge. No, sir.

The Cramaan, That is all; thank you, sir.

The next witness is Mrs. Mary L. Arbogast, of Fort Thomas, Ky.

Mrs. GroeN. Mr. Chairman, may I ask one question? Thisisa vgg
serious thing in my mind, and we have heard it said that if we appea o
before this committee our boys who are in the cantonments wou
suffer. Is there any truth in that? .

The CrammaN. Noj there is nothing of that kind.

Mrs. Arbogast, will you take the stand ?
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STATEMENT OF MRS. MARY L. ARBOGAST, FORT THOMAS, KY.

. The CrareMAN. Mrs. Arbogast, will you tell the committee, please,
where you live, whom you are speaking for, and, if you represent
some organization, tell us what it is, and give us your statement?

- Mrs. Arsocast. I surely will. )

Mr. Chairman and members of the House Military Affairs Commit-

tee, my name is Mary L. Arbogast. I am a member of the Mothers
of Sons Forum of Greater Cincinnati and am here in the interests
of my four sons, all of whom are or will be of military age. My eld-
est son, Lawrence A. Arbogast, is a draftes now stationed at Camp
Hulen, Tex. (Company C, One Hundred and Sixth Separate Bat-
talion, Antiaircraft, Coast Artillery).
- I am not a pacifist, and I believe in adequate national defense on
land and sea and in the air. I am quite sure that all of my sons
would glady make any sacrifices necessary to repel an invader. I am
equally sure that each and every one of them would practically have
to be forced to fight another country’s battles on any foreign soil.

I do not claim to be a military expert but can never reconcile myself
to the belief that our first line of defense is in the English Channel.
The only reason that I can advance for trying to ram this theory
down our throats is that there must be some facts with which the
American people are not acquainted. Could it be that there are some
underlying financial interests at stake? I would consider myself 2
very poor American if I admitted that England is fighting our war
Whlle”WB content ourselves with merely being the “arsenal of democ-
racy.

I am here specifically to protest against the extension of the period
of training for draftees. Defense of this hemisphere should not need

an Army of the magnitude possible under the Conscription Act.
believe that a stan(_iln%)Army should be built up on a volunteer basis,
and this could easily

t ¢ e done by making the pay sufficient to be at-
tractive. This would create an Army of mu(l:)h Sinigher morale than

our present policy of taking men indisecriminately from civilian life
and forcing them to remain in the Army against {hfeig wigi::;. !
- I have personally talked to & number of draftees and find them ex-
tremely dissatisfied and resentful of the fact that those who were
lucky enough not to be drafted are making more money than they
have ever made before. They are almost unanimously of the opinion
that the extension of time is being sought for only one purpose-—to
eventually send an expeditionary force to Europe and Asia.
th:l‘hes}nla l’)‘ozs and thplr parents resent the manner in which this whole
ing has been engineered. Certainly General Marshall knew last
So?gigfr '%?}Eyoﬁ?dyﬁar w:s noli,{ 2 }:I;ufﬁ?cient length of time to make a
er. e not speak then? Simply because the Selective
islieg:fli;eitéct would never have been passed had the time limit been
‘These boys went into the Army in 2ood faj ]
%overnment would not double-crgss thgm. I dlglgo(t::ollillgg %gtd&leal‘i flh%l;
:] e state of the morale of our armed forces should their traini = d
e extended indefinitely, FAInIng perio
I thank you.
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Mr. HarNess. Mrs. Arbogast, you mentioned the dissatisfaction on
the part of the men in camp because the men who were not drafted are
making much more money. Do you think that if these men were paid
more money in camp they would be willing to stay another year?

Mrs. Areogast. My boy would never be satistied to stay -another
year. He is 28 years old, and he is taking a position in defense work.
. The Cuarman, Of course you realize, Mrs. Arbogast, that the plan
1s to discharge these men who are 28 years of age? '

Mrs. ArBocasT. I hope so. - '

" The CHamman, Thank you very much, Mrs. Arbogast.

The next witness is Mrs. Sadie Barry, representing Parents of

Selectees, Taylorsport, Ky.

STATEMENT OF MRS. SADIE BARRY, TAYLORSPORT, KY.,
REPRESENTING PARENTS OF SELECTEES

The Cramman. Mrs. Barry, you have a written statement, do you?

Mrs. Barry. I have just a few notes.

The CHARMAN. You may make whatever statement you wish.

Mrs. Barry. I am Mrs. Sadie Barry, and I represent the Parents
of Selectees. - I am from Taylorsport, Ky. I am the mother of a
selectee in the servie now, and I have another son who expects to
he called almost at once. "I am speaking in behalf of my son and
these other boys who are soldiers in the camps. I have visited two
camps besides the one my son is in, because I wanted to see and hear
some of the conditions myself.

Mr. Harngess, What camps have you visited 2
- Mrs. Barry. I have been at Fort Thomas, Ky., and T have also
been at Camp Knox. I have visited two of the camps these boys
are in.

The boys talked reluctantly, but they will answer questions if you
ask them to, One of the questions that I have asked is what they
think of this extended service, and of course they all think that
their Government should keep faith with them and let them out, or,
if there is an emergency, that they should know what this emer-
gency is. They also say “They expect us to do a man-sized job.
Why don’t they treat us as men and ask us to volunteer?’ That is
one of the things that they ask.

One of the boys said, “We can’t talk for ourselves; can’t you talk
for us?” So I thought T would. o

I find that they are all patriotic American citizens, and are willing
to defend this country here, and here alone. .

Another thing is the drafting of skilled mechanics and leaving a
shortage in our plants; then they set up schools to tram new uen,
with a shortage of skilled mechanics in the defense production. In
the camp that my boy is in—he is at Fort Knox, Ky.—he is a ma-
chinist; a skilled mechanie.

Mzr. Sraort. How old is he?

. Mrs. Barry. He is 23 years old.

Mr. SHORT. Where did he work before he went to camp?

Mrs. Barry. At the Bradford Machine Tool Co., Cincinnati-

Mr. Suorr. How long had he worked there?
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. Mrs. Barry. He had been there almost a year, and. then he had
been at the U. S. Pipe Foundry Co. before that.

My, Smorr. Is there a shortage of skilled men In those plants?

Mrs. Bagry. Absolutely. If you will go to them, they will tell

u that there is. '
yoThe CramumaN. Just one question : Did your son, when he filled out
his questionnaire and entered the service under the Selective Service
and Training Act, make any claim for deferment ?

Mrs. Barry. Yes, sir; he did. _ : .

The Craraax. On the ground that he was specially qualified for
some essential national defense work ' ‘

Mrs. Barry. Yes, sir; he did, and also the company he worked for
tried to have him deferred. ) N

Mr, TroxAsoN. Did he take that up with the local draft board?

Mrs. Barey. He took it up with the local draft board, and the
answer they gave—and my husband is also a machinist, and he also
knows of the shortage of skilled mechanics, and he went to the local
draft board himself and put it before the local draft board. Then
they said, “They need the men in the Army as badly as they do 1n
the plants”—which we know is not so. _ -

Mcr. TromasoN. Is that what the draft board told you?

- Mus. Barry. That is what the draft board told my husband.

Mr. TaonasoN, That was the reason they gave for not deferring
him?¢ - :

. Mus. Banry. That was the reasony even after the Bradford Machine
Tool Co. made an apgea.l to try to have him deferred.

Mr. Srorr. What draft board is this?

Murs, Baxry. Draft board 85, over the river. We live in Kentucky.
Our home is in Kentucky, but this summer we are staying in Ohlo
to let our children go to school, and by our being over there he had
registered, because he was over in Ohio at the time, and he registered
with draft board 35.

Mr. Harrer. Did he serve an apprenticeship in obtaining his train-
ing as-a machinist$

rs. Barry. Yes, sir,

Mr. Harrer. How long an apprenticeship did he serve?
. Murs, Barry. Icould not say exactly, My husband worked for years
in the Pipe Foundry Co., and he got him in as an apprentice; then he
went from there to the Bradford Machine Tool Co.

Mr. Harrer. Did he have a high-school education?

Mrs. Barry. He had 2 years in high school.
 Mr. Harrer. Then he went to work?

Mrs. Barry. Then he went to worl, because he had this opportunity
o into the sh%p.
r. Hartex. To be an apprentice !
Mrs. Barry, To be an apprentice ; yes.
Also in this same barracks with my son is a die and machine-tool
maker—a tool and die maker, I guess it is called ; 2 welder, and my son.
"Those are three skilled mechanies in one barracks, Then they are set-
ting up schools for training others, and it seems to me that is kind’
of’foohsh when they have already some who are trained there.
Then I do know that they have not the equipment in the camps that
they should have. We know that. There are not the guns and things

to
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that they need. One boy at one of the camps told me that there is a
pond there, and he was put there to guard some civilians who went
there to bathe. There were some men that came there to go in the
pond, and he told them they could not. They laughed at him and told
im, “You don’t even have a gun; what are you going to do about it?”
Of course he laughed and told me, “There was nothing I could do
about it, because I didn’t have a gun.”

So, of course they went in swimming in the pond that he was sup-
posed to be guarding, ' '

The Crairman. fs your son in the Infantry?

Mrs. Barry. No, sir; he is not,

_Then I think that these draft boards, in fairness, should be inves-
tigated. There should be some investigation about them. There are
many reports of unfairness on the part of draft boards—men being
taken.who should be exempt, and others exempted who really should
be there. I know of many people that make that complaint every
day, and I know some that are justified in making those complaints,

Then also there is the state of mind of many of these mothers.
Yesterday a mother offered me a dollar to help me pay my way here.
She had received a letter from her son stationed in California, telling
ker that if he had to stay longer than a year he would commit suicide;
and you can imagine the state 'of mind that that mother is in at the
present time. I gave her what encouragement I could and told her I
was coming to talk to the committee, and she asked me to do what I
could, because she could not come. And you see many, many cases of
that kind. It is all this uncertainty; that is what it is. We can
truly say it is a war on our nerves; on the nerves of all mothers.
There should be a definite period of service. Why should the period
be extended when there are so many other boys tat should be there.
training, the same as these boys that are there? 1 hy should the few
that are there have to shoulder the burden while the-e others are at
liome at their jobs? Should they be there for the little pay they are
getting? I do not think it is fair. We know that they have not
oot the equipment to train the men with, We know that. I know it,
fl-S;ecause I have taken it on myself to visit the camps, and I have been
there. '

That is all I have to say, Mr. Chairman.

The CHaTRMAN. Did your son appeal from the decision of the local
board to the Appeal Board on the question of his deferment on the
ground that he was a skilled mechanic and needed in the tool
production program of national defense ? '

Mrs. Barry. 'i?o, sirs he appealed to the local draft board.

The CHARMAN. You mean he went before the local draft board?

Mrs. Barry. To the local draft board. '

The CuamaaN. But he did not take an appeal to the local appeal
“board? .

Mvs. Barry. He did not understand that. That was when it first
‘eame out, and he rf\alllly d]id nc;]t uﬂdersta]lslid thﬁt 1;;1311 later.

The CHAIRMAN. right; thank you, Mrs. Barry. .

‘Mr. Suorr. This insigngia that you have, and that the other lady 1s
wearing, is an American eagle, is it not?

Mrs, Barry. Yes, sir,
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Mr. Smorr. It looks a little better than the British lion.
[Applause.] . . ) .

Mrs. Barry. I do not want you to think that my son is asking me
to come and do anything like this. I am talking for my son, and a
lot of people tell us that it will be held against our sons who are n
the service.

The CrarmaN. You hear a great many things on the outside that
have no foundation.

That finishes the list of witnesses that I have here,

Mrs. Benee. You have not heard me yet. May I please be heard ?

The CrammaN, We will be glad to hear you, Mrs. Benge.

STATEMENT OF MRS, LUCINDA BENGE, CINCINNATI, OHIO

Mrs. Benge. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. The first
thing I am going to have to do is to amplify a few of the statements
that my husband made about the accidents. Some of that informa-
tion he had of his own knowledge, as he explained to you. Some of
the things I myself learned from talking to boys at Camp Shelby
who were home on furlough, and I do want to explain this.

- The accidents seemed to be of this sort: The accidents seemed to be
from overcrowding of trucks end inexperienced drivers. Quite often
the boys fall off and are crushed or hurt under the wheel. But one of
the most serious and inexcusable causes of accidents is the practice
of commanders in having one %roup maneuver next to another group
who are asleep. That is, they have one group fighting and the other
group asleep. .

Now, these boys sleep in sleeping bags and quite often in the ex-
citement close to them a truck will back over these boys while they
are asleep. They have no (f)rotection at all, and the only protection
that these boys have devised for themselves is that they have learned
to find a tree and put their heads against a good-sized tree with
the idea that they will black the truck as it comes along.

Mr. Smorr. If you will permit an interruption: you can reason-
ably expect, however, in maneuvers, where so many men are involved,
that there would be a reasonable n

umber of acei ¢

%«I{rs. SBENGE.AI realize that, e of necidentst
r..SHORT. And you appreciate the di ippi

boggr omeen ;An sl?a egpplem:‘t e the difficulty of whipping a large

rs. BENGE. I think I should explain that during. t} 1d War

I was chief clerk of a draft board, and I know ]tghe l;ezzgrlltgo-e ?)?E

accidents, and I know the things that happen where groups of men

are being trained, just the same as there will be industrial accidents

where men are unskilled. I understand that perfectly.

The chief source of trouble seems to is. fr :
The officers themselves are, too man be this, from what, I can learn.

of them, untrained themselves
and the léoys understand that, and the chief source of trainilno' guid-’
%{Zce’lan Acounsel seems to come from one source, and that is the
the%'u (ala,: ml;;n}g ‘:iug serg;an_ts who are skilled men, but, of course,
they e the authority that the commissioned officer would

Now, Mr. Chairman, T shall Proceed, if you will allow me to..
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The CazammaN. You may proceed.

Mrs, Benge. Mr. Chairman and members of the Military Affairs
Committee, my name is Luncinda E. Benge. I am here to protest the
declaration of a national emergency, designed as a smokescreen for the
lengthening of the term of drafted men. I come in behalf of my own
son, and other drafted men, who have been deprived of the right of
free speech.

For the past 8 years the people of this country have been enduring
a Elanned economy. That having failed, we are now being asked to
submit to a planned emergency, as a preliminary to a planned war.
The majority of the peb}ﬁe of this country know that there is no
national emergency. There is not even national hysteria, although
millions have been spent in propaganda to create that condition.
The term “emergency” in this case 1s most certainly a misnomer, as
pPlans for the emergency have been in progress for a long time.
They became apparent at the time of the enactment of the gold bill,
in 1934, which was designed evidently to involve the United States in
joint ownership with Britain of most of the world’s gold, so that we -
would be inseparably joined to her foreign interests. Having com-

leted plans for common currency, common defense was the next step.
pies of the Constitution of the United States put out by authority
of joint House and Senate resolution, under date of August 25, 1935,
contain a highly significant statement. Following Article 13, “Slavery
Abolished,” we find a parenthesis containing these words:

The drafting of men for militnry service does not violate this amendment, as &
soldier is not.a slave.-

The Sesquicentennial Commission which authorized this publication
was made up of the President, Vice President, Senator Ashurst for
the Senate, and Representative Sol Bloom for the House. It appears
from this that plans had even then been laid for the process of condi-
tioning the people for peacetime conscription.

When the conseription act was enacted in September 1940 it was
accepted by parents and men subject to it as a measure necessary for
national defense, for the period stipulated—1 year. Those men are
willing to abide by the contract into which they entered in good faith.
Webster’s unabridged dictionary gives this definition of the word
“defense:” “Resistance to or protection from attack.” The proposed
declaration of a'national emergency is designed to lengthen the term of
service of these boys for the purpose of waging aggressive warfare—
for we have not been attacked. It violates both the letter and spirit
of the conscription act, entitled as “An act to provide for the common
defense.” - .

The bald truth of the matter is this: These boys made this contract
with the Government and they are fulfilling it. Now the Government
seeks to alter the contract materially and to bar them from protest
which would prevent such alteration. It is significant that for the
first 2 months after the Conscription Act was put into operation,
induction papers carried the statement that the period of service was
1 year. Late in February 1941 1t was learned that induction papers
carried no reference as to the length of the training period. About
March 15, United States district attorneys were called to Washington
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{0 discuss measures for lengthening the draft period. In other wor_cls,'.
4 months ago the administration was already secking means by which
they could evade the 1-year-service provision of the Draft Act. -Ap-

perently, it has been decided that a national emergency will furnish
that method. ) L '
One by one the constitutional rights of diafted men have Deen:
taken from them. However, they and their parents still possess _the
constitutional right “to possess and bear arms” in order to maintain &
free government. The majority of the people of this country have
signified that they want no part in a foreign war. - You, as our repre- .
sentatives, know that. If you continue to ignore the spoken wishes
of the majority of the people, you will have to suffer tlie consequences.
The responsibility rests entirely with Congress whether or not our
Nation will continue as & free one in order to preserve our heritage
of. freedom, N

I want to thank you very much, Mr, Chairman and gentlemen, for
vour courtesy, ‘

The CramMaN. The next witness is Mxs. Wa}ters.

STATEMENT OF MRS. AGNES WATERS, REPRESENTING WE, THE
MOTHERS, MOBILIZED FOR AMERICA, INC, CHICAGO, Il

Mrs, Warers. Mr. Chairman, my name is Agnes Waters. I rep-
sent millions of voters in America. . :

The Cuairmax. You asked for 5 minutes time.'

Mrs. Warters. I represent We, The Mothers, Mobilized for Amer-
iI(izIL, Inc., with headquarters at 37 West Van Buren Street, Chicago,
We are organized in every congressional district in America. We
are organized in every precinct for peace. c
I do not merely represent the mothers of America; I represent the
“voters of America in every congressional district, I would like to say
we intend to maintain peace in America,
I am here to say that I am opposed to this bill because I feel
it is an outrage that we Americans ave bein%r continuously forced to
a

defend those principles for which our forefathers fought and died
and upon which they built this country.

This bill sets up a state of crisis. By whom are we gravelj
threatened ?

. This bill is an onslaught against our form of government. It
sets up a dietatorship and inauguratesa military form of government.
President Roosevelt has already set the stage for war with his
declaration of an “unlimited. emergency,” which he is trying.to
have ratified by this ‘iniquitous bill. T believe in national defense
but this bill proposés the wrong kind of national defense. It will
make of us a dictator nation, a militaristic nation, and dictatorships
and militaristic nations ‘are exactly the antithests of our form of
government. They embody all that civilization is opposed to.

This proposed so-called amendment or extension of service to the
Selective Training Service Act and the act itself would put our
American manhood in a strait jacket if not in a shroud. For thou-
sands it will mean suffering, disease, insanity, and death. ,
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: The suffering of millions more will entail as a result of the loss
of these dear ones, and dire poverty will follow in the wake should it
be enacted, - This is the 1'oag not only to war but to revolution.

- The subtle pleas of the interventionists and eommunistic pro-
ponents of this measure should fool no one. It is a war measure,
not & defense bill, and it jeopardizes the lives of every one in the
United States. The dictator powers it confers on the President
s_houlld' be sufficient warning to all alert Americans to be on their
guard.

The proposed concentration of tremendous armed strength at home
would make us an armed camp and invite war, but when this great
power is placed in the hands of one man it at once becomes a menace
to all our liberties. .

_ History is 1'epeatin§ itself now with Roosevelt here. There is
little doubt that the President of the United States has committed
the American people to war.

If you gentlemen will believe me, I am not merely reading a state-
ment; I am telling you something so important to the American
geople that I think I should be given the courtesy of attention.

want to say now that I have had to fight for every step of the way,
and if you gentlemen

The CralrmaN. Just a minute.

Mrs, Warers, Will you listen, please? You gentlemen know me,
and you know what I said at the time of the repeal of the embargo.
You know that I have said that this is a Jew plot. You remember
at the time of the repeal of the embargo I said to you, “You are
taking us to war,” and you said, “No, this is a peace measure.” But
the facts today prove it was the road to war.

Now, today, when you stand before the country on this measure,
this means war. And you are well aware that it means war. You
cannot explain to the American people that it is a measure for

eace.

P We want national defense. We do not want our boys sent to war.
We do not want to have such a crisis set up that will ratify this Jew

lot, i
P I have presented you time and time again with the secret protocols
of the Elders of Zion, which shofw how hundreds of years ago this
very plot was being evolved, that now is being perfected by the
New Dealers involving the American people, written by the Jews
with their pen dipped in the blood of Christians, for the destruction
of the world. ) .

This plan means a world revolution financed with our money and
we are to become a part of the Soviet Republic. We are to join
with Great Britain and Soviet Russia in the Jew plot of “union now”
and Great Britain is to be defeated and surrender to Hitler. and
then Stalin is to sweep the world, and we have the man in the White
House advocating this bill. I have asked you before and ask you
now that you will not listen to him and bring about a situation until
the American flag is supplanted by the Communist flag, and we be-
come a part of the Union of Socialist Soviet Republies via militaristic
dictatorship and involuntary servitude, and innocent blood oltf our
people; I have a few more words to say, and I hope you will listen.

61230—41——11
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History is repeating itself now with Roosevelt here. There is little
doubt that the President of the United States has committed the
American people to war. It has been disclosed that a secret pact
“has been made beween the United States and Soviet Russia against
Japan, and probably against the entire world, and there are other
secret pacts. : . )
I have offered you the White Papers discovered in the archives 1n
Poland; in which they.said it was promised by the Jew Bullitt whose
mother’s name was Gross-Horowitz, that we would get into it. And
we are going into it step by step now. But we will not go in unless
you take us in with this bill, and if we go in you have to take us In
against our will. If they create any incidents, those incidents are
Jewish plots for the destruction of this country by a planned “New
Deal” or “New World Order” or the “Four Freedoms.”
The Crairaan, Your time has expired.
Mrs. Warers. I will submit a brief containing the balance of it.
General Marshall, who represents the President, of course can take
hours, but poor women who represent millions of American people
all over the country cannot be heard.
Will you give me another time to talk to you? I have a few more
- things to say. .- '
The Cramman, We have given you nearly an hour and a half.
_Mrs, WaTers. You have given me just 5 minutes. You have not
. given us anything like the amount of time you have given to the admin-
1stration.
The CratrmaN. We do not need your criticism here.

Mrs.” Warers. I think the American people are entitled to say &
few things.

The Crarmraan. Your testimony is going in the record as you have
stated it. '

Mrs. Waters. Then I will say this, Mr. Chairman, that you have
always been courteous to me; you have been most courteous, but I

hope you will let me have 5 minutes more. I never had any fight with
any of you men on the Hill. ‘

The Cmamryan. You heard me say in the beginni b are
desperately pressed for time. y © beginming that we ar

Mrs. Waters. I know. There was one other thing I would like
to sny, and that is that thisbill is unconstitutional, -

The Camamman. The House is in session, and I have a conference
report on an important bill.

- gﬁ Warers. May I extend my remarks and offer a further state-

The CrAmRaN. You can submit a memorand £ 1
think it 1s proper, I will put it in the record. um to me and 1
comrlx'fi.t teWeAOIERSn I-nelagla\;e fmil 'yﬁml‘ls submitted statements before this

res, whie ave neve b . 'd
because they were too hot stuff for you, T been put in the recor
thg};‘i} ngmmuAN. The committee will go into executive session ab

(Thereupon, the committee proceeded to £ i i -
tive business after which it adjourned. o considaration of execu

- (The following was submitted for the record )
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STATEMENT BY SEYMOUR ETKIN, SECRETABY, WASHINGTON
KEEP AMERICA OUT OF WAR COMMITTEE

The Washington Keep America Out of War Committee is a membership or-
ganization seeking to enroll all those persons who agree with its purpose.

It works for—

1. An amendment to the Coustitution to give the people the right to vote
for war or peace. In the meantime, Congress should authorize an advisory
referendum bhefore it votes to declare war. .

2. A negotiated peace—not an appeasement-to-Hitler peace but a just peace
for the belligerents and the conguered nations.

3. World cooperation among nations with justice for all.

4. An extension of democracy, civil liberties, and security at home.

It works against—

1. Armament economics, :

2. Extension of conscription or allowing it to become permanent In peacetime.

3. Dangerous legislation that will draw us closer to the war. .

4, Into.erance, racial diserimination, denial of workers' rights, and infringe-
ment of freedom of speech.

The members of our organization are Government workers, non-Government
workers, students, housewives. They come fromi almost every State in the
Union. Affiliated to the Keep America Out of War Congress, our group, like
its parent, is organized to promote peace, to extend our democracy, and to
strengthen our security aganinst want, It is unalterably opposed to. all
dictatorships. . :

KEEF AMERICA OUT OF WAR CONGRESS

National Chairman—John T. Flynn,

Viee chairmen—QOscar Ameringer, John Haynes Holmes, Paul Hutchinson,
Bishop Paul Jones, Oswald Garrison Villard,

Governing commiltce—Devere Allen, Rabbi Philip 8. Bernstein, Dr. Charles
F. Boss, Jr., Dorothy Dunbar Bromlcy, Rev. Allan Knight Chalmers, Dorothy
De'zer, Albert W, Hamilton, Sidney Hertzberg, Abrcham Kaufman, Frederick J.
Libby, Minnie Lurye, Lenore G. Marshall, Mrs. Seth M. Milliken, A. J, Muste,
Ray Newton, Mildred Scott Olmsted, Norman Thomas, Bertram D. Wolfe,

Staff —Mary W. Hillyer, executive director; Alice L. Dodge, organization secre-
tary; Henry W. Dyer, associnte secretary ; Fay Bennett, youth secretary.

Mid-West office.—740 Rush Street, Chicago, Ill.,, Eenneth Cuthbertson, executive .
secretary.

Washinglon office—532 Seventeenth Street, Washington, D, C., Seymour Etkin,

secretary.

(Prepared by Washington chapter, Keep America Out of War Congress, 532
Seventeenth Street NW., Washington, D. C.)

OR WAS IT CAMPAIGN ORATORY?

It will be a breach of faith to the men in the selective service camps, to their
parents, to their wives, sweethearts, and friends, If the Congress extends the
terim of service of selectees. .

This is the only conclusion one ean draw after rereading the hearings for
compulsory military training and service before the Senate Military Affairs
Comm.ttee that were held in July 1940.

It is apparent that during the debate on the passage of the original Selective
Service Act last summer many of those who appeared before this Senate com-
mittee in support of the act -did so with the understanding that the period of
service would be only 8 or, at the most, 12 months.-

“Giant Army" not proposed—One of the most ardent supporters of the Con-
scription Act was Grenville Clark, chairiman, National Emergency Commlttee
of the Military Training Camps Association of the United States, New York,

N. Y. He was questioned as follows:
m“Senntor REYNoLDS. How many men do you propose to draft in the first
. stance? ;
“Mr, CLARK, We gre proposing nothing definite as to that, sir. Right there

- was another misapprehension, not on our part, but in the press, which I want
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to clear away. There was some unfortunate publicity to the effect that his bllR
wonld create a “glant army.” It has no purpose of that sort at all.’?

At another point in his testimony before the Senate Military Affairs Com-
mittee, Mr. Clark made the following statement:

“We want to make sure that this bill fits into the existing structure. We
hove our Regular Army. We have the Natfonal Guard. This bill is not
intended to destroy or impafr either. It is intended to help them,

“Now this is the way we argued it out: It is inconceivable that Congress
would pass a law that would just draft a few Lundred thousand men out of our
whole popnlation and put them In a long service of enlistment, the enlistment
of the professional soldier. That is not democratic and it is not fair * * *%

Senator Burke, one of the sponsors of the act, was himself under the im-
pression that only 8 months tralning would be required. Addressing Mr. Clark
on the problem of returning men to civillan life, Senator Burke said:

“One other point in connection with that (the question of deferments for
family men). I have had hundreds of letters from men within this age limit
of 21 to 45 saying, ‘What provision is going to be made for me to get my job
back? I want to train. I will be delighted fo go for 8 months but I have jost
worked up into & steady job now. Am I going to start all over again at the
foot as the result of this legislation when my 8 months’ training is over? ™

It was obvious to Senator Schwartz, another supporter of the act, that the
length of service would be but 8 months. During testimony by Col. Julius Ochs:
Adler, Senator Schwartz asked the rhetorfeal question:

“Do you think that a young American Is golng to lose his patriotism and
disregard the welfare of his country simply because he is struck on some girl
and will have to be away for 8§ months;*"*

Further in his testimony, Colone! Adler said:

“And the other point on it, Senstor [Burke], is that Congress will have to
appropriate for whatever men are called. And, we went even further, to
indicate to the Nation that we were not trying te harness a permanent, tre-
mendous army on them, by putting at the very end of the bill thiz law is
only good for so many years, and has to be renewed.

- “We are very sincere that we are not making any effort to make it
permanent.’”

' The guestions that follow speak for themselves:

.+ “Semptor GURNEY. Do you think that this 8 months’ training period is long’
enough, or that it should be 12 months or some other number of months?

“General HASKeL. [Gen. William N. Haskell, commanding the New York
National Guard]l: * * + I think that 8 months’ training, full-time training,.
will do; will inake a good soldier. I think that our average time was 9 months
In the last war and they got a bad start. If we have the equipment to train
them with, I think that the soldier can be trained in 9 months in any arm
of the service. .

* A . L * * *
“Colonel ApLer. My thought on it is that 8 months would be just about the-
right period, particularly assuming, as we ail agree, that this is an emergency
and that there would not be any holidays; the men would work on Saturdays-
and Wednesdays as they do any other time, and that the hours would be longer;”
and I thiok you could get in in 8 months what in peacetime might take some:
15 or 16 months.”
* . L » * i * L] .
“Senator .Dowxvm'. Before you leave that, may I ask this, Colonel? I under--
stand that it is your impression that with 8 months’ training you can turn out

! Henrings for compulrory milltary training and gervies bef, I )l
Affajrs, Unlted States Senate, Jul & % ore the Committee on Milltary

* Hearings, ibld,, p. 35, ¥3,6,10, 11, and 12, p. 13,

3 Heatlngs, ibid., p. 36,

¢ Hearlngs, ibid., p. 78

5 Hearings, ibid., p. 72.

¢ Hearings, 1bid., p. 54,

? Hearings, ibid., p. 70,
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a seldier who s about as efficlent in this new mechanized warfare as if he had
ha.((l 2, 3, or 4 years' training? Is that your conclusion? .
Colonel Sanpres [Col. Lewis Sanders, New York, N. Y.]. Under ordinary.
pe:‘.lcetlme Army training methods; yes.?
_GoIonest Frost [Lt. Col, Herbert H. Frost]. I recommend that the training
period be 12 months.”®

Oovst per man figured on 8-months period—In calculating the costs of main-
talning the selectees, 8 months’ service was the basis used:

"Senator ReYNorbs. I want to ask what you think would be the cost per
man of keeping him, feeding him, housing him, and instrueting him; the cost
of these troops, as well as taking into consideration the transportation of the
men into the camps. About what do you think would be the approximate cost
perman? I think that the Congress and these gentlemen are a little bit interested
in the costs.

“Senator Downgy. Yes. : _

“Colonel Sanpens. I do not have detailed information on that, sir; bat I
think Colonel Adler's estimates are between four and six hundred dollars per
man for 8 months’ training is pretty close to the truth,

“Mr. Clark, I think, estimated that as about ${00, did you not, Mr. Clark?

“Mr. Crarx. I think Colonel Donovan mentioned $400. I thought it was a
trifle low and we went over that further in the conference later in the day.

“I think that Colonel Donovan agreed that that was 2 trifle low and thag
this figure that Colonel Adler mentioned of $400 or $GCO for 8 months—not a
year—let us not forget that it is figured out on that basis. I think that is
more llke it, * * ** ) .

* * * * * * *

“Senator REYNoLDS, That cost per man of about $400 for 2,000,000 men would
be about $800,000,000 annually.
“Senantor DownNEY. That is just for 8 months
“Senator ReEYnoLDs. I meant to say 8 months. That would be $300,000,000,
“Colonel Sanpers. Yes, sir.
© “Senator JoENsoN of Colorado. It would be §1,200,000,000 per year.
“Senator DowNEY. $1,200,000,600 a year, Senator.”

Bducators assumed I year service—Some of the leading educators of our
Nation supported the conscripiion bill with the understanding that the period
.of training would be 1 year or less.

Dr, George F, Zook, president of the American Council on Eduecation, Wash-
ington, D. C., gave his unqualified endorsement of the bill, but he also made

‘this statement:

“It is our belief that when a young man 21 years of age is called up and
is enrolled in college or in a university, the university will attempt to arrange
his work so that he can complete it before he is actually selected or provide
-some other way by which he can complete it after the 8 months of compulsory
service is over. .

- “We think that is an indieation of the intense desire on the part of the
institutions to be as cooperative as possible in this situation.'™

Dr. Guy E, Spavely, executive director of the association of American Col-
‘leges, said his organization also favored the Selective Service and Training Act,
but included in hig testimony the following:

“Dr. Conant is . member of our board. I had a long-distance telephone
conversation with him. yesterday, and he plead with me to see that the ages
18 to 21 be not included in any military training or service, and furtheérmore
he said, ‘Please use all the influence you have to give them an opporfunity
to bave their schooling; not disrupt their schooling’; because, after all, as I
:gald previously, that is a small group, and if you take them out of school for
‘9 months, or 8 months, or 12 months, a grent many of them will lose the
‘habit of stndying and never go back again, and we need educated leaders.

¢ Henrings, ibid., p. 83,

? Hearings, ibid,, p. 303.

10 Hearings, ibid,, p. 102.
1 Hearings, ibid,, p. 102.
12 [Tearings, ibid., p. 121.
2 Hearlngs, 1bd., p. 133,
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Oompulsory military training for ¢ period of from 8 lo 12 months,—Ap-
pearing on behelf of the American Federation of Government Employees, a
union of Federal workers, Mr. Charles 1. Stengle said: '

“T want to say in the beginning of my remarks that the group which I repre-
. sent 1s 100 percent American and ready to do its part In any way toward
furthering national preparedness. We have, however, without taking any
decided stand on the question of compulsory military training, met with con-
siderable distress and disturbance of mind over the question of what will
happen to many of our people were they called in to compulsory military train-
ing. Many of them have been employed by the Government for many years.
"They have established their homes and are now paying for them, largely on
the installment plan, Many of them have families to support. Many of them
have dependent fathers and mothers to support, and as they look at the picture
from the outside before this committee makes its report to the Senate of the
United States they are wondering what will become of them were they ordered
into compulsory military training for a perlod of from 8 to 12 months [italles
supplied], and at the expiration of that perlod find that their jobs are gone
hecause of their absence from thelr daily work for the Government.” ¢

Idea was to spread miilitary service throughout Nation.—Brig. Gen. William B.
Shedd, -Jr.,  Assistant Chief of Staff, G-1 (personuel}, War Department, had
- this to say: .

“# -« & T feel thut regurdless of whether we e¢an precure the men by
voluntary eulistments or not, the principles of selective service are so fair, so
Just, and so democratic, they produce the men we need at the time we need
them ; they spread the requirements of military service over the entire personnel
of the country in such a just and proper way that I believe that those reasons
are so compelling we “should adopt selective service even if we could All our
requirements by voluntary enlistments.* .

- STATEMENT oF FRepERICK J. Lmny, EXBUUTIVE SECRETARY OF THE NATIONAL COUNOIL
i , FoR PREVENTION or War, WasHINgTON, D, C.
. . . N -
(Submitted to the House Military Affairs Committee on the extension of the

. term of service of draftees, Reserve officers, and the National Guard, and
. related proposals) :

M-_ chat 2 Momb Jury 28, 1041,
r. Chairman and Members of the House Military Affuirs i
proposals are before Congress: . ’ ¥ wirs Cownmittee, three

1. To extend indefinitely the term of service of draftees’ National Guardsmen
gnéi ﬁ{‘esirvtehoﬁ_icers ht;y?ing tihe 12 months speeified in the' draft law; ,

- 1o anthoriZe an indefinite increase in the numbe [
pl‘gse&'l‘t limit (i)f %00.%00 ser'ving at any one time: ber of draftees beyoud the .

- To permit draftees in our Army to be sent anywhere in th 'ld (the
draft law forbids sending them outsid f nisphere &
po;s?:sessions). outslde of the Western Hemisphere and our
-~ Each of these proposals would give more power to the President

at th nse
_gte ((lltéglgnr:ss.e égge PresIllgeni) would hold the draftees in the Erm; tng ‘lﬁgg as
ng necessary. e President would determ y

to be conscripted. The President would ha o 1 ey of draftecs

. ve power ; :
Europe, Asin, Africa, Australia, or the islands of tll)xe‘:eeasfo send the draftees to

IF OONGRESS DECLARES A NATIONAL EMERGENCY, IT MEANS ALL-OUT WAR

The President has asked Con
gress to declare a national emergency. 'The
:ﬁﬁc;:‘gglgegg tt::3 gsil;]néilé hr:;fntion gt driaftti:es and, as some Congressge: {)elieve,
y anywhere in the world, with th ibilit;
Congress. In any ease, the moral effect of ) e responsibility upon
g h g, declaration, both abroad and
at home, would be substantia} s Gechs » DOTh abroad an
The following gt ly that of a declaration of war.

Drole fo ents are offered. in sgpport of the Administration’s
1. That the safety of this country s imperiled ;

14 Hearings, ibid,, p. 201.
¥ Hearfugs, {bid., ]1)) 35.!5.
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2. Thiat the Army will “disintegrate” if the draftees go home at the end of
their 1-year term of service; . N

3. That the extension of the term of service will not break faith with the
draftees becaunse the draft law itsélf provided that “whenever the Congress
Eas dtecl(zllre(l that the national interest, is imperiled,” the term of service can
e extended,

OPPONENTS OF THEH ADMINISTRATION'S PROPOSALS DENY EACH OF THESE THREH CLAIMS3

{1) A little reflection shows that the country is not in immedinte peril of-
attack, since all potential enemies are occupied with their enemies nearer home;
our immediate danger comes from the aggressive policies of our own Government,
which threaten to involve us in the European war via Iceland or in protecting
British and other interests in the Far East. Some predict that we shall get into-
the Eyropean war by policing Latin Americe. Our Army was not conseripted for
these purposes. .

(2) The Army will not “disintegrate” if we keep faith with the draftees,
because the inductions into service have been staggered. Of the first £00,000,
300,000 have not yet been inducted and have a full year to serve. Nearly 400,000
have only recently bzen inducted and have from 7 to 11 months to serve. Only
195,000 will complete their term of service before the end of 1941, 13,000 in
November, and 6,000 in December. To fill the vacancies when these men go home

- & new draft of men who have reached 21 in the past year has just been held.
. With regard to the National Guard, the situation is equally favorable to keeping
faith, Only 57 of the 1568 units now in service will complete their 12 months
before the end of 1941, As for Reserve officers, only 55,000, which is approximately
one-half of the number available, have so far been called and they could be
replaced with the advantage of giving training to the other half.- ' .

(3 The violation of faith involved in these proposals Is so fundamental that .
the wording of the law fails to touch the real issue. These nien were inducted
to defend this hemisphere and our possessions if attacked. Both major political
parties had just adopted solemn pledges which meant that the conseripts were
not being called to fight in foreign wars, L - .

The Republican platform said: “The Republican Party is firmly opposed to
involving this Nation in foreign war.” o

The Democratic platform said: “We will not participate in foreign wars, and .
we will not send our Army, naval, or alr forces to fight in foreign lands outside -
of the Americas, except in ease of attack.” -

The President repeated these pledges again and again and again before a single
draftee -was called into service. Typical is the following quotation from the
President's address in Boston, October 30, 1940: “Your boys are not going to be
sent into any foreign wars. They are gbing into training to form a force so
strong that, by its very existence, it will keep the threat of war far away from
our shores. The purpose of our defense is defense.”

The con{ract with the draftees was based upon these repeated pledges. We
are breaking the contract and undermining their morale if we send them to
fight and die in foreign lands. .

ROT CANNON FODDER FOR STALIN NOR FOR CHURCHILL

These men are in danger of being betrayed also from another equally im-
portant angle. They were not conscripted to fight for Stalin nor for Comnmunism,
They were not congeripted to fight for Churchill’'s war aims. They were con-
seripted to' defend their own counfry. It Is the duty of Congress to protect
them in their rights, ' g

BRITISH GENERALS LOOK FOR ANOTHER A.E.F.

The famous British generals, Wavell and Auchinleck, told Harold DenDy,
New York Times correspondent, that great American armies are going to be
needed to defeat Hitler. “American manpower will be needed in this war
as much as in the last,” was General Auchipleck’s frank statcment.

OUTFPOST THEORY MEANS POLICING WORLD

If the claim is made that the draftees must be held in order tg) l:]l:f[;nf]lill(:lgl
remote outposts as Iceland and perhaps the Azores, with a 1vi‘3reo carefully
Ameriea from across the ocean, one has only to examine this Y



164 REMOVE RESTRICTIONS ON NATIONAL DEFENSE

to reject it. Carrled to its logical outcome, this reasoning would require our
Army to seize the Azores In order to protect the Aflantic and then selze Portu-
gal In order to protect the AZores; our occupation of Iceland would lead to our
establishment of bases in northern Ireland and Scotland to guard Iceland. To
protect Alaska we should socon-be seizing bases In Siberia. This is old-fashioned
imperiglism under a new name. Its loglcal end would be an attempt to police
the whole world, Qur draftees were not conseripted for any such purpose.

. Kansas City, Mo., July 18, 1941.
xioN. Anprew J, MaY, Ohairnian, House AMilitary Affeirs Commttiec,
United States Congress, Washington, D, C.;

As commander in chief of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States

I have just completed a tour that has taken me into all parts of the country. 1
am confident America’s overseas veterans of our previous wars heartily endorse
‘Chief of Staff General George C. Marshall's appeal for legislution that will
retain our present armed forces intact. We believe It is absolutely necessuly
to maintaia our present Army forces Intaet and to increase the present strength
of the Army with additional personnel. We favor repeal of that portion of the
selective service law which limits time and place of service for those men who
have been and arve being mobilized in our present national emergency. The men
who commose our Regular Army, National Guard, and selective service uaits
Lave been merged to create one great unified military force. Release of any of
these men at this time will destroy our entire army structure, ereating utter
confusion and chaos in the attempt to build an efficient military organization.
This disintegration of our Army will greatly imperil our national interests and
seeurity. Such action would be as foothardy as complete demobilization and
disarmament. If Congress permits destruction of the defense machine we have
been building during this past year, we can be sure the axis powers will be
encouraged to bolder attacks upon our national welfare. The American people
have alveady indieated their willingness to make every necessary financial sac-
riflece for national defense purposes. I nm convinced the people expect Congress

to support the expert advice and recommendations of our military leaders.

Commander in Chief Josery C. MENENDEZ,
Veterang of Forcign Wars of United States.

THE AMERICAN LEGION,
Ern Bosgs PosT, No. 49, INC., P
Williamson, W. Va., July 84, 1941.
Congressman ANDREW J. MAY, ' v 2 4
b c Washington, D. €.

EAR CONGRESSMAN . Attaclied hereto is n resolution adopted by our post on
Tuesday, July 22, 1941. It is our unanimous opinion that the sentiments ex-
pressed In the resolution should be the policy of our Government during present
em“e,rgency.

e sincerely trust that you will concur with us and 1s rt
the legislation pertaining to this subject. ' nd that you will suppo

With best wishes and kindest personal regards, I am
" Sincerely yours,

8. P. GOODMAN,
Commander Eph Boggs Post, No. 49,

the American Legion.
RESOLUTION

Wherets due to the world-embracing aggression of th rs, whose
belligerent campalgn is rapidly encircllngg the democsic?eiisiﬁogﬁrdpe and
threatening our own Government, a national emergency and .crisis exists; and,

Whereas under the Selective Service Act, limitations and restrictions relative
to vtvtﬂuée of servlfce '::are in;posed on all selectees: and

reas manufacture of implements #nd munitions ace
with the number of men inducted into service and oafsw:rcggsegggnlzz?ttﬁose
gi?tlzg‘:eag‘ét received the benefit of the military training to which they are
¥ 1
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‘Whereas the national crisis apparently becomes more acute from day to day
and & substantinl increase in the complement of the armies of the United
Stutes appenrs essential to the sufety of our form of government, rather than
& decrease that would be entailed by a dismissal from the service of selectees
and National Guard men who have served their 1 year; now therefore be it

Resolved by Eph Boygs Post, No. }9, Department of West Virginig, the
American Legion, That members of the Natiohal Guard and partlcularly selee-
tees up to the age of 28 years, who are now in the service of the United States,
be kept in the Ariny so long as the present emergency exists or until they have
rec;lved adequate training with proper equipment for actual combat; and, be
it further

Resolved, That additional enlisted men and sclectees Le induvcted into service
as rapldly as equipment and training faciiities ean be supplied and that the
maximum manpower of the Army be left to the discretion of the Chief of Stafl
of the United States Army; and, be it further

Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be forwarded to Senators Kilgore
and Rosier, and Congressman Kee, of the State of West Virginia, Senators
Barkiley and Chandler, and Congressman May, of the Stute of Kentucky, and
o G. Stanley Hamrie adjutant of the Department of West Virginia, the
Amerlean Legion, for publication in the West Virglnia Leglonnaire.



