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FOREWORD. 

IN the history of public bodies, the chapter which 

relates the origin and vicissitudes of the Theosoph

ical Society should be unique. Whether viewed from 

the friendly or the unfriendly standpoint, it is equally 

strange that such a body should have come into existence 

when it did, and that it has not only been able to withstand 

the shocks it has had, but actually to have grown stron

ger proportionately with the bitter unfairness of its ad

versaries. One class of critics say that this fact strikingly 

proves a recrudescence of human · credulity, and- a 

religious unrest which is preliminary to a final subsid

ence upon Western conservative lines. The other see 

in the progress of the movement the sign of a world-wide 

acceptance of Eastern philosophical ideas, which must 

work for the reinvigoration and incalculable brciadening .. 

of the spiritual sympathies of mankind. The patent~ 

the undeniable fact is, that up to the close of the year · 

1894, as the result of but nineteen years of activity, 

charters had been granted for 394 branches of the 

Society, in almost all parts of the habitable globe ; and 

that those issued in that latest year outnumbered the 
iii 
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yearly average since the foundation, in 1875, by 29.9 per 
cent. Statistically viewed, the relentless and unfair 

attack which the Society for Psychical Research and the 

Scottish Missionaries delivered against it in x884, and 

which it was hoped would destroy it, merely resulted in 

very largely augmenting its prosperity and usefulness. 

The latest assault- that through the Westminster 

Gazette--must inevitably have the same ending. The 

simple reason is that, however thoroughly the private 

faults and shortcomings of its individual leaders may be 

exposed, the excellence of the Society's ideas is not im

pugned in the least. To kill the Theosophical Society, 

it is first necessary to prove its declared objects hostile 

to the public welfare, the teachings of its spokesmen 

pernicious and demoralising. It being impossible to do 

either the one or the other, the world takes the Society 

as a great fact, a distinct individuality, which is neither 

to be condemned nor applauded because of the merit or 

demerit of its representative personalities. This truth 

begins to force itself upon outsiders. One of the ablest 

among contemporary journalists, Mr. W. T. Stead, said 

in Borderland, in the course of a digest of these "Old 

Diary Leaves " as they originally appeared in the Theos

()phist, that nobody now cares whether the Coulomb 

and S. P. R. charges of trickery against Madame Bla

vatsky were true or false ; her worst enemies being 

unable to deny her the credit of having affected modern 

philosophical thought to an extraordinary degree by 

popularising certain noble Eastern ideas. The same 
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holds with respect to her many colleagues, who, like her

self, have spread these ancient teachings through the 

medium of the Theosophical Society. This wonderful 

organisation, which grew out of a commonplace parlour 

gathering in a New York house, in the year 1875, has 

already made for itself such a record that it must be in

cluded in any veracious history of our times. Its 

development having gone on by virtue of an inherent 

force, rather than as the result of astute foresight and 

management ; and having been so closely-for some 

years almost exclusively, connected with the personal 

efforts of its two founders, Madame Blavatsky and my

self, it will perhaps help the future historian if the sur

vivor sets down truthfully and succinctly the necessary 

facts. The series of chapters which now compose this 

book was begun nearly three years ago in the Theosophist 

magazine, and a second series, devoted to the history of 

the Society after the transfer to India, is now in progress. 

The controlling impulse to prepare these papers was a 

desire to combat a growing tendency within the Society 

to deify Mme. Blavatsky, and to give her commonest lit

erary productions a quasi-inspirational character. Her 

transparent faults were being blindly ignored, arid the 

pinchbeck screen of pretended authority drawn between 

her actions and legitimate criticism. Those who had 

least o{ her actual confidence, and hence knew least of her 

private character, were the greatest offenders in this 

direction. It was but too evident that unless I spoke 

out what I alone knew, the true history of our movement 
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could never be written, nor the actual merit of my won

derful colleague become known. In these pages I have, 
therefore, told the truth about her and about the begin

nings of the Society-truth which nobody can gainsay. 

Placing as little value upon the praise as upon the blame 

of third parties, and having all my life been accustomed 

to act according to what I have regarded as duty, I have 

not shrunk from facing the witless pleasantries of those 

who regard me as a dupe, a liar, or a traitor. The abso

lute unimportance of others' opinions as a factor in pro

moting individual development is so plain to my mind, 

that I have pursued my present task to its completion, 

despite the fact that some of my most influential col

leagues have, from what I consider mistaken loyalty to 

"H. P. B.," secretly tried to destroy my influence, ruin 

my reputation, reduce the circulation of my magazine, 

and prevent the publication of my book. Confidential 

warnings have been circulated against me, and the current 

numbers of the Theosophist have been removed from 

Branch reading-room tables. This is child's play : the 

truth never yet harmed a good cause, nor has moral 

cowardice ever helped a bad one. 
Mrs. Oliphant in her Literary H1story of England, 

(iii., 263,) says of Benthan just what may be said of H. 

P. B : "It is evident that he had an instinct like that of 

the Ancient Mariner, for the men who were born to hear 

and understand him, and great readiness in adopting 

into his affections every new notability whom he approved 

of, . he received an amount of service and devo-
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tion, which few of the greatest of mankind have gained 

from their fellow-creatures." 

Where was there a human being of such a mixture as 

this mysterious, this fascinating, this light-bringing H. P. 

B. ? Where can we find a personality so remarkable and 

so dramatic ; one which so clearly presented at its oppo- · 

site sides the divine and the human ? Karma forbid 

that I should do her a feather-weight of injustice, but if 

there ever existed a person in history who was a greater 

conglomeration of good and bad, light and shadow, wis

dom and indiscretion, spiritual insight and lack of com

mon sense, I cannot recall the name, the circumstances 

or the epoch. To have known her was a liberal educa

tion, to have worked with her and enjoyed her intimacy, 

an experience of the most precious kind. She was too 

great an occultist for us to measure her moral stature. 

She compelled us to love her, however much we might 

know her faults ; to forgive her, however much she might 

have broken her promises and destroyed our first belief 

in her infallibility. And the secret of this potent spell 

was her undeniable spiritual powers, her evident devo

tion to the Masters whom she depicted as almost super

natural personages, and her zeal for the spiritual 

uplifting of humanity by the power of the Eastern 

Wisdom. Shall we ever see her like again ? Shall we 

see herself again within our time under some other 

guise? Time will show. H. S. OLCOTT. 

"GULISTAN." 

Ootacamund, 1895· 
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A 

Adept, a noble one, 248 ; per
sonal description of, 379 ; a 
11 ungarian, teaches me, 275 ; 
writing- genuine and false, 
260 

Adepts Lodge, universal, r8 ; 
African section of, 75-78 i 
how they can legitimately in
terfere, 78 ; are men, not 
spirits, 237 ; their hand
writing varies from time to 
time, 256; precipitates writing 
through mediums, 257 

Aksakoff, Hon, A., asks our 
help, 79-81 

Alden, Mr. W. L., his strange 
acquaintance, 123 

Ange, Marie, case of, 329 
Angels, entertaining unawares, 

125 
Arabs, starving, rescued, 29B-9 ; 
Art Magic, Mrs. Britten's story 

about, 186 ; marked a literary 
epoch in America, 188; plagi
arisms in, 189 j personality of 

the author, 193 j pretended 
portrait of the author, 194 i 
Mrs. Britten's letter to Lady 
Caithness, 200 

Authority, pretended, adds no 
value, 261 

B 

B., Signor, warns me against 
H. P. B., 64 

Ballard, Miss, meets H. P. B. in 
1873, 21 

Beard, Dr., H. P. B. attacks him, 
32, 67 

Bells, the astral, 425 ; of M. A. 
Oxon, 427 

Bilocations, 383 
Blavatsky, Madame, her personal 

appearance, 4 ; her sexless
ness, 6 ; her battle wounds, 9 ; 
professes herself a spiritualist, 
12-15; ordered to New York, 
20 ; fails to establish a society 
at Cairo, 22 ; had no fore
knowledge of the future T. S., 
25 ; at Paris in 1873, 27 ; her 

485 
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Blavatsky, Madame-Continued, 
impulsive generosity, 29 ; in
herits her patrimony, 30; per
sonal traits, 33 ; classification 
of her psychic powers, 37 ; 
phenomena at Philadelphia, 
4o-54; causesherselftovanish, 
46; suggestion, hypnotic, 47, 
49; the real H. P. B., so; 
her second marriage, 55 ; calls 
herself a spiritualist, 69 ; her 
sort of spiritualism, 71 ; her 
"first occult shot," 102; her 
literary history, I03 ; an inter
preter for the adepts, I06 ; her 
linguistic ability, I06; her style 
of writing, I07 ; first open pro
paganda of Eastern ideas, IOS ; 
launching of the occult idea, 
uo; deniesthatshewasfounder 
of the T. S., 137; changes of 
personality, 212; passionate na
ture, 213, 257; admits that her 
body was occupied by others, 
216 ; in early youth associated 
with " familiars," 222 ; her 
" double lives" in Mingrelia 
and similar cases, 227 ; draw
ing upon the stored-up wis
dom in the ether, 230; her 
interest better served by ac
knowledging quotations, 230; 
Hindu theory of the" knower," 
233 ; known in but three ca
pacities, 252 ; the "fiery Dol
goroukis," 258 ; her qualifica
tions as an agent for the 
adepts, 259 ; danger of vio
lently suppressing personal 
defects, 263 ; was she killed at 

Mentana? 264 ; proof ol at
tempt to enter Tibet in 1854, 
265 ; obsession and possession 
defined, 266 ; A'ves'a . the 
proper Sanskrit word for the 
occupation of another body, 
269 ; Eastern rules for doing 
this, 272, 273 ; signs of " oc
cupancy " of her body by 
others, 289-293 ; adepts some
times speak of her as a man, 
293 ; her '' phenomena" calcu
lated to injure her with Orien
tals, 306; visits "M. A. 
Oxon," in double, 32-l; walks 
through rain-remains dry, 
350 ; how she appeared at 
home, 408 et seq.; offering tea 
ad lib, 410 ; queer housekeep
ing, 4I I ; the charm of her 
salon, 42-l ; explanation of 
astral bells, 426 ; special errand 
to Buffalo, 4-lO; personal traits, 
449; not an ascetic, 451 ; 
money box for Arya Samaj, 
45 5 ; a splendid pianist, 458 ; 
merciless on hypocrites, 460 ; 
her many "only friends," 462 ; 
her portraits made, 46-l ; love 
for the Hindus, 47I ; talent 
for caricatures, 472 ; becomes 
an American citizen, 473 ; 
clairvoyance, 476; death of, 
falsely prophesied, 476 

Bodily " occupation" fully ex
plained, 270 

Britten, Mrs. Hardinge, putative 
author of Art iiiagit:, ISS 

Brown, E. Gerry, relations with, 

73 
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Buddha's rebuke of the public 
display of lddhi, 307 

c 
Cairo, H. P. B. fails to establish 

a society at, 22 
Centres, the six vital, or Chak

ras, 276, 365 

D 

Das-Pandit, S. C., deciphers a 
Tibetan line, 263 

Dead, relations with, how viewed 
in East and West, 304 ; Eastern 
religions unanimously hostile 
to it, 305 

" Double," projection of, 374 ; 
what D'Assier says, 374; 
"Phantasms of the .Living," 
374 ; projection no sign of 
high spirituality, 375; adept 
appears and disappears, 376 ; 
adept visits me in astral body, 
377; projection of, common, 
383; I project my own, 385, 
390, 39I ; Des Mousseaux on, 
388 ; my double seen by many 
persons, 392 

E 

Eddy Homestead, · description 
of, 7 ; phantasms seen at, 8 

Edison, T. A.; on mental tele
graphy, 467. 

Elementals, and elementaries, 
72 ; as servants, 270; good and 
bad, attracted to certain trees, 
316; shown me, III ; when• 
first defined by us, 102 

Evolution of the self, ancient 
rules for, 3I5 

F 

Felt, Mr. J. H., on the Egyptian 
Canon of Proportion, II5-II7; 
makes a personal explanation, '· 
I26-I3I ; fails to make good 
his promises, I 39 

Fire-balls, appearance of, 326 
Forces, control of nature's brute, 

343 
Founders, first meeting of the, 

I; last days in NeN York, 
478 ; leave for India, 48I 

G' 

Germain, Count St., calumnies 
against, 241 

Ghost of "Old Shep," 333 

H 

Handwriting, adepts genuine 
and false, 260 ; varies from 
time to time, 256 ; precipitated 
through mediums, 257; vari
ation of the H. P. B. script, 
243 

I 

laphygians, the, 249 
Isis Unveiled, the writing of, 

202, et uq.; germ of the sub
sequent. work, -203 ; how the 
quotations were obtained, 207; 
how she worked at it, 209; 
acknowledges her own unfit
ness for writing, 223 ; books 
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Isis Unveild-Continued. 
for reference phenomenally 
produced, 209 ; help of adepts, 
210; MSS. written for her, 
while asleep, 211 ; her descrip
tion of her manner of work, 
213; the "luminous self,,. 216; 
superfluous copy destroyed, 
217; the work rewritten, 218; 
various theories of its produc
,tion analysed, 221 ; jumbled-

• up MSS. required infinite 
corrections, 224 ; alleged plagi
arisms, 226 ; was it written 
by mediumship? 236 ; a spirit 
helper, 238 ; variants of H. 
P. B. script., 243; H. P. B.'s 
body occupied by others, 244 ; 

the various "somebodies" who 
did this, 245; H. P. B. lends 
her body like a typewriter, 
246 ; identifying the " some
bodies," 247; H. P. B. some
times wrote from dictation, 
249; critical analysis of the 
English of Isis, 252 ; a col
laborated work, of which the 
personality of H. P. B. was 

·.the mould, 255; sensation on 
its appearance-sale unpre
cedented, 294 ; criticisms, 296 

J 

Jenny, little, and her mate, 430; 
touching death of, 429 

Judge, Mr. W. Q., excuses him
self for inaction, 143 

Jugglers, Egyptian, pretended 
expose, 332 

K 

Kabbalist, a mystical, 477 
Karma, taught from the .first, 

237 j makes a money present, 
444; dips into poetry, 444 

King, John, an elemental(?}, 9 

L 

"Lamasery" at New York, life 
at, 409 d seq. ; description of, 
423 

Leaf picture, another description 
of, 456 

Lebanon, Countess Paschkoff's 
adventure with H. P.· B. in, 

334 
Liebert, Mlle. P., fails to pro

duce spirit photographs, 195 j 

defies H. P. B. to reproduce 
phenomenally the pretended 
photographs of the author of 
Art Magic, 197; H. P. B. does 
it, 198 ; this portrait fades out 
and is made to reappear, 199 

Light, an inrush of, 248 

Mahatma, K. H., knows Eng
lish, 262 

Massey, Mr. C. C •• a founder of 
the T. S., 59, 134 : 

Masters, blameless for·. agents' 
mistakes, 77 ~ 

Maya or illusion, 360 ; theory of, 

433 ' 
•Mediums, a plea. for: S:a; choos-

ing, for St. Petersburg, 84 
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Mediumship, a danger, 83 ; and 
adeptship irreconcilable, I9I ; 
and physiology, 19I ; in real, 
there is a lowering of the 
medium's temperature, 92 ; of 
Mrs. Youngs, 8s ; of Mrs. 
Thayer, 88-92 ; mock, 46S 

Meerut, my lecture at, 40S 
Memories, active and latent, 23I 
Memory, a lapse of, 38I 
Mental telegraphy, 467; Edison 

on, 467 
Metallic nucleus required for 

metallic phenomena, 3SS 
Metals, transmutation of, 3SS, 3S6 
Mind, . duplex action of, 234; 

and lVill, their functions, 140 
Moloney, the Odyssey of, 4S7 
Moses, Mr. Stainton, 6o ; our 

intercourse with, 300 ; his 
mediumship, 3II, 312 ; curious 
resemblance between his and 
our teachers, 320 

N 

Nature, dead child a failure of, 
283 

0 

" Occupation," bodily, fully ex
plained, 270 

O'Donovan, the sculptor, teases 
H. P. B., 412 

" Odour of .san~tity," 329 
Orient, all • Western occultism 

d.erive~ f~m, 1~.5 
p 

Palm, Baron tle, connection·with 
the society;· 1.47 f biOgraphy, 
148 ; deaths,' 149 ; cremation 

first determined upon, I so; 
obstacle, New York Society 
backs out, IS I ; obsequies, 
"Egyptian funeral," ISI-IS9; 
a riot averted, ISS ; my dis
course, I56 ; estate bankrupt, 
I 59 ; no literary talent or 
scholarship, I61 ; calumny 
that he had written Isis Un
veiled, 162 ; shady antece
dents,I63; cremation, I66:;I8~ 

Paracelsus, is he dead ? 240 
Paschkoff, Countess, her • ad

venture with H. P. B. in the 
Lebanon, 334 

Passports, diplomatic, sent me, 

479-
Personality, changes in H. P. 

B.'s, 2I2 ; and individuality 
contrasted, 285 

Phenomena, rain making, 6I ; 
remarkable acrostic, 74 ; a 
ring found in a rose, 94 ; dia
monds set into a plain ri~g, 
96; the·varied-of the West; 
98 ; Orientals discour,aged 
them, 99 ; the elementals 
shown me, II I ; pencils dupli
cated, 245 ; H. P. B. 'Frites a 
Hindi note, 262 ; a misty form 
rises from H. P. B.'s bod)<, 
267 ; black Hindu hair cut 
from H. P. B.'s head, 267 ; 
resuscitation of a dead Rajah, 
274 ; story of the sandalwood 
.bowl, 306 ; scents from the 
bodies of psychics, 325, 327, 
328 ; three fire balls, 326 ; evo
cation of picture of ancient city 
by H. P. B., 355 ; H. P. B. 
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Phehomena-Continued. 
makes perfumed beads, 336 ; 
tissues, 338-340 ; control of 
nature's brute forces, 343 ; toy 
sheep made, 344 ; hybrid 
sugar-tongs made, 346 ; her 
mystic ring made, 347 ; har
monicon made, 349 ; chair 
unwetted in rain storm, 350 ; 
Chinese pictures made, 351 ; 

. portraits deranged, 352 ; a 
letter duplicated, 352 ; a five 
page letter copied, 3 53 ; water
colours made, 354 ; letter to 
adept phenomenally answered, 
359 ; lock of beard suddenly 
lengthened, 361 ; precipitation 
in colours, 362 ; picture of an 
astralbodymadein satin, 364; 
silver coin made, 371 ; thought 
transference, 372 ; thought 
reading at a distance, 414 ; a 
written paper made to appear 
on a wall, 414 ; H. P. B. 
duplicates stamped letters, 
417 ; butterfly phenomenon, 
IS ; grapes phenomenally 
made, I 7 ; letters phenomen
ally dealt with in transit, 36 ; 
at Philadelphia, 4o-54 ; por
trait of deceased produced, 58 ; 
adept appears and disappears, 
376 ; adept visits me in astr:U 
body, 377 ; I project my own 
double, 385, 390, 391 ; hunters, 
selfishness of, 309 ; an iuk-. 
spoiled dress restored, 43 i ~ 
H. P. B. befooled by, in the· 
desert, 432 ; illusive duplica
tion of money, 434 ; money 

phenomenally supplied, 435 ; 
"John King" gives money, 
441 ; golden writings made, 
445 ; a needed address given, 
446 ; Turkish pipes, etc., pro
duced, 447 ; reduction of 
weight, 453 ; gold sleeve 
button duplicated, 469 ; visit
ing cards made, 470 

. Phonograph, messages to India 
talked into, 480 

Picture in dried leaves, 420 
Platonist, an old spirit, 239 ; 

the spirit helper, was he an 
adept? 242 

Portrait, adept gives me his, 
371 ; Mr. Schmieken. paints 
portraits of two adepts, 372 

Powers, psychic, must be re
strained, 308 

Precipitation of pictures, 358 et 
uq.; of Tiruvallavar yogi's 
portrait, 367 ; pictures in 
colours, 362 ; picture of an 
astral body, 364 

Press propaganda, 67 
Psychology, masters of, 310 
Purusha and Prakriti, 355 

R 

Reincarnation, 277 ; the doctrine 
not taught us at New York, 
27S ; our e3rly version, 279 ; 
active discussion in 1878, 282; 
~hen doctrine was first adopted 
by us, 284 ; Buddhist Cate
~hism on, 284 ; when first put 
forth by A. P. Sinnett, 286 ; 
post mortem journeys of soul, 
287 ; when first taught by A. 0. 
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Reincarnation-Continued. 
Hume, 287 ; H. P. B. honest 
in early repudiation of, 288 

Repercussion exemplified and 
explained, 388 ; on physical 
body, case of, 390 

Resuscitation of a dead Rajah, 
274 

Reynolds, Mary, case of, 229 
Rolf, Mary, case of, 228 

s 
Samaj, the Arya, a sectarian 

body, 398-403 
Sarasvati, Swami Dyanand, 394 

tf seq.,· bitterly reproaches us 
for eclecticism, 406 

Scents from the bodies" of 
psychics, 325,, 327, 328 

Shell, the, 24 7 
Sheppard, Jesse, 68 
Slade, Dr., the medium chosen 

for the St. Petersburg commit
tee, IOI 

Spark, the silvery, in the brain, 
366 

" Speer circle," evils of mixed 
circles, etc., 317 

Spirit, the supreme factor in phe
nomena, 357 

Spiritualism, Mr. Owen throws a 
blight npon, 35 

T .. 
Temperaments, and elementals, 

439 •. 
Theosophical Society, its origin, 

II3 ; I suggest its formation, 
uS ; published r;ports of its 
{ormation, II9 ; original basis 

of, 120 ; official report of or
ganisation proceedings, 121 et 
seq. / officers elected, 135 ; 
President's inaugural address, 
136 ; organisation dwindles, 
but vitality intensely sustained, 
141; the New York nucleus 
inactive, for reasons shown, 
143; the seed planted at New 
York in time germinates, 144 ; 
the policy of secrecy adopted, 
145 ; seal adopted, 146; secrecy 
an innocent precaution, 146 ; 
devotion to it the best path 
towards the adepts, 294 ; New 
York, headquarters of, 330 ; 
spiritualists withdraw, 330 ; 
headquarters life an ,ideal one, 
331; ground planofNewYork 
house, 378; British, when 
formed, 398 ; its declared ob
jects, 399 ; official report on, 
473 ; early declaration of its 
principles, 400, 401 ; routine 
of the " Lamasery " at New 
York, 409 ; New York head
quarters described, 421, 422 ; 
project to unite with Masonry, 
468 ; history of sha'f 

1 
at one 

glance, 482 _ 
Thought transference_, 372 ; read

ing at a distance, 414 
Treasure buried, its finding de

pends on Karma, 438 

v 
'Vfkramaditya, King, conquers an 
· • obstinate princess, 271 

w 
Wilder, Prof. A., described, 412 


