
HOW TO SUCCEED AS A JOURNALIST 



The 
"/low To" Series. 

1 How to Deal with_your Banker. 
By HENRY WARREN JS 6d. 

2 How to Choose your Banker. 
By HENRY WARREN. JS 6d. 

3 Where and how to Dine In 
Paris. 

By ROWLAND STRONG 2S 6d 
.,...4 How to Write for the Maga• 

:does. 
By "£6oo a year from 1t." 2s. 6d 

-s How to Write a Novel. 3s. 6d 
6 How to Invest and how to , 

Speculate. 
By C. H. Thorpe. ss. 

7 How to Succeed In your Ex• 
ami nations. 

By GEORGE A WADI!., 2S. 6d. 
8 How to Study English Litera• 

ture. 
By T. SHARPER KNOWLSON, JS 6d 

9 How to Write an Essay. 2s. 6d 
10 How to Speculate In Mines. 

By WALTER W WALL, 6s 

11 How to Enter the Civil Service. 
By ERNEST A CARR. 25, 6d 

12 How to Succeed as a Journalist. 
By JOHN PENDLETON, JS. 6d. 

~ndon: GRA-;;; RICHARDS. 

I 



HOW TO SUCCEED AS 

A JOURNALIST 

BY 

JOHN PENDLETON 
AUTHOR OF 

"OUR RAILWAYS," "NEWSPAPER REPORTING," "THE IVORY 

QUEEN,'' ETC, 

LONDON 

GRANT RICHARDS 
1902 



CONTENTS 

CHAPTER I 

THE COMING PROFESSION 

l:rs Money Value-Interest m Journalism-The Press as 
a Career-Not a Smecure-Newspaper Work
Sparks of Humour-A Pariah-London at Dawn 
-The Newspaper Tram-At the Ternum--By 
Wrre and Tube-Who gets the Facts 2-0ur Own 
Reporter-A Fearless News-gatherer page 13-19 

CHAPTER II 

BOHEMIANS 

One Safeguard agamst Failure-Success-Journahstic 
Instmct-Men of Ideas-Two Examples-The 
New Era-A WiderFteld-The Bramof the Paper 
-Some Contributors-Humble Representatives
An open Gate-Begmmngs-The Proprietor
Despotic Indivtduahsm-The .Just Edttor-Re-
cognltion of Good Work 20-26 

CHAPTER III 

HOW TO GET ON THE PRESS 

Drtftmg mto Journalism- What the Edttors say-A 
Veteran's Advtce-Energy and Orgamsatlon-A 
Love of J ournahsm-ResolutemEndeavour-From 
the Bottom of the Ladder-Began as a Contnbutor 
-Through every Grade -Enterprise-In Prefer-



6 CONTENTS 
ence to Teachmg-The Lobbyist for Tht. Tlme&
A Book-Lover-Hard Work and Perseverance-A 
Whunsical Qu.W.ty . 27-36 

CHAPTER IV 

'WORKING JOURNALISTS 

Merit-When the Chance comes-On the .Alert-Two 
, Forces-Step by Step-New Llfe ... 37-40 

CHAPTER V 

NOTWNQ STALE 

One Side of the Paper-Neatness-Hmts-How to Wnte 
-A Peril-" Copy"-Sendmg Manuscnpt-Where 
to forward It-The Kmd of Artlcle-Matenal
When to send MSS -Spee1ahsmg-An Insatiable 
Demand-Cricket and Football-Graceful Wnting 41-50 

CHAPTER VI 

A STRIKING FIGURE 

Quahfications of a Reporter-Thoroughly Equipped-The 
Best Trammg-Ignorance--Valuable Experience 
-Shorthand necessary-Instructions by Telephone 
-Very annoymg-The Antiquity of Stenography 
-A Whimsical Description-The Best Shorthand 
System-Humorous Blunders-An Unfortunate 
Shp 51-60 

CHAPTER VII 

ACCURACY 

D1fficulties-A Novel Position-Acrobatic Pressmen
Rapid Dehvery-A Tartar-Equal to any Speaker 
-Study- PersiStent Practice- A J oumahst's 
Struggles-First Attempt at Reportmg-Infatua-
tion-A Proud Moment 61-66 



CONTENTS 
CHAPTER VIII 

PROSPECTS 

Importance of General Knowledge-No L1m1t to Oppor
tumty-The F1r~t Year's Duty-A Favomable 
Impre:sswn-Down fur the Ruy.1l VIsit-A" Good 
Man "-The Repurtet0 s Diary-Bteakfast-In the 
Forenoon-A Day's Eng.tgements-Dehcate In-

7 

q~y m~ 

CHAPTER IX 

RE,!UNERATION 

Addttwnal Income-A Bygone Perqmsite-LJttle Leisure 
-The Journalistic Watch-Dog-Sunday Work
The Volatile Bishop -A Popular Day- L1fe 
c10wded with Incident -Adventures- Str.tnge 
PositiOns-A Rebuke-The Queen's Death-An 
Impre~stvc Spect.tdc- Bnbery- Checkmated-
The Mystenous P.trcel-Smful Repotter~ 74-82 

CHAPTER X 

PRJ:.''> AND PARLIA,!ENT 

Ruthless Legislatots-In "The Gallery'' -The Ehte
Strangers--Digmfied Exit-Angry If nut Reported 
-The Speaker's Eye-Ahead of the Gove1nment 
-AccommodatiOn m The House-The Best Club 
m Europe-Press Ttckets-A "Gallety" Reportmg 
Corps-How the Work IS Done-A Big Night-
The Reporters m a Ftx-A Sesswnal Engagement 83-91 

CHAPTER XI 

AT THE REPORTER'» TABLE 

He10 Worshtp-AnCient and Modern-The Entertammg 
S1de-Cnbctsm-How 1s a Great Speech re
ported 1-Transcnptwn-" Make the Thmg read" 
-The Reporter of the Future-Responsible Work 



8 CONTENTS 
-A "Rmg "-The Frrst Tum-Note-takmg by 
Section-Mlsgivmg-End of Message-The Speech 
m Type-Welcome Manuscnpt-An AudJ.ence of 
One-Mr Chamberlain's Sympathy-Tantahsmg 
-Erratic Eloquence 92-103 

CHAPTER XII 

MR. GLADSTONE 

Must Talk or D1e-The DlSconcerted DeputatiOn-Jour
neymg Together-Notable Speech-Makers-The 
Resourceful Pressman-At the General ElectiOn 
-SpeCial Engagement-What Is Expected-An 
Acute Ordeal-Impassive Shareholders-The Ghb 
Chairman-Nearly overwhelmed With Figures-
TensiOn-Complacency 104-111 

CHAPTER XIII 

AN EXCITING INTERVIEW 

Impervious to Rebuff-The Parliamentary CandJ.date-A 
Narrow Kscape-Nothmg to DlSclose-The Hang
man-A Notorious Cnmmal-The Crown Official's 
Yearrung-The Interviewer Detested-A Chat • 
w1th a D1vme-The Bishop's Reply-In Bed and 
at Sea-Which Party 1-The EdJ.tor's Instruction 112-122 

CHAPTER XIV 

DESCBJPTIVE REPORTING 

The Best Engagements-At the Academy-Obstacles
How to Deal w1th a Colliery ExplosiOn- The 
Tllrlllmg Narratives-At a Rallway DlSaster-A 
Grapluo Account-The Journnlist's Primary Duty 
-The Picturesque ... 123-128 



CONTENTS 
CHAPTER XV 

THE FREE LANCE 

Ltterary Journahsm-Fwtwn-What to Do-An Un
bmtted Market-The Fate of an Arttcle-Never 
Destroy a Manuscrtpt-Edttors not Infalbble-

1 The Courtesy of The Ttmes-More Good Fortune
Dtsmterested Help-Lord Hartmgton's Constdera
twn-A Lack of Sel£-Restr<~.mt-Spectal Ltterary 
Work-George Ehot's Letter::,-Payment-Jour-

9 

nahstw Exploratwn-Smart Newspaper 1\fen 129-137 

CHAPTER XVI 

THE WAR CORRESPONDENT 

Two Notable Names-What the Posttlon Demands-Get 
your Message Through-A Ntght Rtde-Peru and 
Death-Method and Phtlosophy-An ExpensiVe 
Luxury-Eqmpment-Latest Apphances-Agents 
of Progress-Press Boats m War-The Greatest 
Cost~Zeal-An Ideal Correspondent-How to 
get an Engagement-The Lwense-Limitatwns-
At the Censor's Mercy-Hardshtps 138-149 

CHAPTER XVII 

ROUGH-AND-READY CRITICISM 

Art and Mustc-Self-Concett-A Hmt to Shakespere
The Modern Dramatic Crttlc-Ctty Edttor-The 
Money 1\farket - As Counsellor - The Paper's 
Good Name-Sportmg-Scruples-An Ingemous 
Plea-The Wtles of the Prophet-Sophtstry-The 
Turf Reporter-The Scenes on the Course 150-157 

CHAPTER XVIII 

THE LADY JOURNALIST 

Possibthties-An Inexorable Duty-At Work-Capable 
-Endurance-Woman's Tongue-The Femmme 



10 CONTENTS 
Side-Prepared to go .Anywhere-Man at a DlS
advantage-Daring-Adventures and DlSgwses
Nearer Equahty-Across the Water-The Fa1r 
Compet1tor-.An Obdurate Ed1tor-The House-
The Speaker's D1Squ1etude-On the Threshold 158-166 

CHAPTER XIX 

THE SUB-EDITOR 

A Busy Den-When Parhament is S1ttmg-News from 
Everywhere-An Erroneous Estrmate-The D1s· 
tnct Correspondent-Cuneus Paragraphs-Splen
dld Enthus1asm-Freaks of Genms-Those Tele
graphlsts-Humour and Desperation-In Emer-
gency • 167-176 

CHAPTER XX 

WHERE THE NEWSPAPER IS BUILT 

Pollhcs-In Charge of the Paper-Crushed Out-Dls
Clphne-Impulse-A D1plomatlc M1ss1ve-The 
Mamstay-War and N1ght Duty-Condlbons of 
ToLl-The RewJ.rd . 177-183 

CHAPTER XXI 

THE BRIGHT SIDB 

A Lmng Wage-The London Office-What 1s Done m 
' It-The N1ght's Work-Gammg Trme-At Hlgh 

Pressure-Not an Idle Moment-The "Mormng 
Express "-Telephone and Tape-The Fussy Con
trlbutor-Temperament-Recrutts-That Oxford 
Man-Contempt-The Polley of Secret1on-Good 
Mater1al-Adaptability 184-193 



CONTENTS 
CHAPTER XXII 

THE 111AKER OF OBITUARIES 

IndlV!duahty-In Type-Up to Date-The Tribute to 
Her MaJesty-Inevitable-The Fortunate Prmce 
-Dead m Prmt-The Effect-The Overseer-In 
the Smrl-Out of the Crisis-Through Frre and 
Water 194-203 

CHAPTER XXIII 

THE EDITOR 

Old and New-Quahties-Indill'eient to Humour-Over
come-Tenacwus Men-A Precarious Positwn
Dr Parker-A. Convement .Article-An Awkward 
Edict-CommiseratiOn-What the Editor does-
ConscientiOus and Pamstakmg 204-212 

CHAPTER XXIV 

NEWSPAPER ENGLISH 

Handwritmg-" F1reworks ''-Chances-Leader Writers 
-Ed1tonal Method-A Useful Query-Topics
SuggestiOns-An Authority-He does h1s Best
Erratic Wntmg-True to h1s Word-The Ass1stant 
Editor-Vaned Duty-One Fault 213-220 

CHAPTER XXV 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Strange Questwns-Answers-Queer Correspondents
The Man With a Craze-Book ReVIewmg-Pri!)· 
leges of Authorship-An Important Department 
-ReYiewers as Educators-No SmlSter Deslgn
Busmess-hke-The Bmdmg-Other Thmgs "for 

, Revtew"-DlSsatlSfied-Honorarmm 221-230 



12 CONTENTS 
CHAPTER XXVI 

THE DAILY l'Al'ER 01!' THE 1!'UTURE 

Less Prohx-The Terse Journal-A. New Reportmg 
Arrangement--What some Newspapers are domg 
-Descriptive 'Wnter and ArtiSt--Irritatmg-.A.n 
Alleged Portrait--The Art of Dlustratlon-No
thmg to Brag About--A PJ.Oneer-Drawbacka-
Remarkable Development-An Attractive Career 
-The Guidmg Pnnciple 231-238 


