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PREFACE.

- TrE period fixed by the Punjab Government for the compila-
tion of the Gazetleer of the Province being limited to twelve months,
the Editor has not been able to prepare any original matter for the
present work ; and his duties have beerr confined to throwing the
already existing, material into shape, supplementing it as far as
possible by contributions obtained from district officers, passing
the draft through the press, circulating it for revision, altering it
in accordance with the corrections and suggestions of revising
officers, and printing and issuing the final edition.

The material available in print for the Gazetteer of this district
consisted of the Settlement Reports,’and a draft Gazetteer, compiled
between 187Q and 1874 by Mr. F. Cunningham, Barrister-at-Law.
Notes on certain points have been supplied by district officers ;
while the report on the Census of 1881 has been utilized. Of the
present volume, Section A of Chap. V (General Administration), and
the whole of Chap. VI (Towns), have been for the most part sup-
plied by the Deputy Commissioner ; Section A of Chap. III (Sta-
tistics of Population) has been taken from the Census Report ;
while here and there passages have been extracted from Mr. Cun-
ningham’s compilation already referred to. But with these excep-

" tions, the great mass of the text has been taken almost, if not quite
verbally from Mr, Thorburn’s Settlement Report of the district.

The draft’ edition of this Gazetfeer has been revised by
Messrs. " Thorburn, Beckett, and Dames. The Deputy Commis-
sioner is responsible for the spelling of vernacular names, which
has been fixed throughout by him in accordance with the prescribed
system of transliteration. - The final edition, though completely
compiled by the Editor, has been passed through the press by Mr.
Stack,

Tue EbpiTor,



CONTENTS.

CHAP. 1.-THE DISTRICT

A.—DgEscripTIVE .
B.—GEoLoay, FauNa aND Frora .

. IL—HISTORY
» IIL—THE PEOPLE

A.—SraTisTICAL

B.—Soc1aL aNDp RELIGI0US LIFE .
C.—Trises anD CAsTES : : T ave
D.==ViLLace CoumuNITIES AND TENURES
E.—RieaTs 1n CavaLs aAND Canar, WATER .o
F.—LEeaping Famiries * ' ’

m. A¥.—~PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION

A.—Acr1cULTURE aND Live-Stock T
B.—Occurarions, Inpusrries aND CoMmrrcE e
C.—Prices, WeIeHTS AND MEASURES, AND COMMUNICATIONS

w V—~ADMINISTRATION AND FINANCE

"~ A.—GENERAL . e
B.—Miritary aAND FRONTIER ‘
C.—Laxp axp Lanp. REVENUE - .

» VII;—TOWNS, MUNICIPALITIES AXND CANTONMENTS
APPENDIX~—VEsa 18 Marwar
STATISTICAL TABLES (INDEX ON PAGE IL)

CHAPTER I.—THE DISTRICT.

Section A.—Descriptive—

General description .
General description—Boundaries of the district stated —General aspect and
configuration
General aspect and configuration—Scenery
Scenery— Physical features : Mountains—Waziri hills—Bitanni Range ...
‘Bitanni Range—Shekh Budin Range—Maid4ni Range—DBhangikhel : Salt
Range—Shekh Budin .
Shekh Budin—Sakesar hill=The Indus and its bed
The Indus and its bed—The Kurram river )
The Kurram river—The Tochi or Gambila
Trans-Indus plains—The Nir—The trans-Indus Thal =
® The trans-Indus- Thal—The Isakhel plains—The Bhangikhel tract—Cis-

DM DBUT WD - e -

. 10

Page.
w1
1 -
16
- 26
.. 44
‘44
51
63
74
100
121
.. 180
130
147
151
" e. 158
158
© 163
o171
204
we 211



[Punjab Gazetteor,

Page.
Section A.—Descriptive—(contd.) g
Cis-Indus plains—General account of the hill torrents of the district—

Hill torrent irrigation of each taksil e 11

Hill torrent irrigation of each faksil—Canals—Rainfall .. 12
Rainfall -~Climate e 13

' Climate—The public health ~ . 14
The public health—Epidemics—Statistics of disease . e 15

Section B.—Geology, Fauna and Flora—.
Geology—Geology of the Bannu -hills ... 18
Geology of the Bannu hills—Geology of the Waziri hills - 17
Geology of the Waziri hills—Geology of the valleys—=Salt and Salt

‘ Mines—Mines and Quarries—Kalabigh Salt Mines .. 18
Salt and Salt Mines—Kalabigh Salt Mines .. 19
Alum—Coal or lignite e 20
Coal or lignite—Saltpetre—Jamsao—Petroleum )
Petroleum—Gold—Flora . 22
Flora—Quadrupeds .. 23
Birds—Fish T e 24
Fish—Reptiles . , v 25

CHAPTER II.—HISTORY.

Early history—Antiquities : Akra 26
Antiquities : Akra—Til K4fir-Kot or Raja-til-Kot—Remains at Rokri

and Miri 27
Remains at Rokri and Méri—Historical insignificance of Bannu © e 28
The order of descent of Afghén tribes—The Banntchis e 29
The Banntchis - 30
The Nidzais—The Marwats . 31
The Marwats—The Wazirs .. 32
The Waz{rs—The Bitannis and Bhangikhels—The Awéns and Jats e 33
Mughal rule in Bannu-—Dursn{ rule in Bannu 34
The Nawib of Dera Ismail Khin seizes Marwat—The Sikhs conquer

Isakhel and Marwat, and levy tribute in Bannu proper « 35

The Sikhs conquer Isakhel and Marwat, and levy tribute in Bannu proper—
Nature of the Sikhs’ hold on Mianwéli and Isakhel described—
Edwardes sent to Bannu proper to realize the ¢ outstanding revenue”
for the Sikh Darbar 36

Edwardes sent to Bannu proper to realize the ¢ outstanding revenue” for
the 8ikh Darbir—Bannu proper permanently annexed ‘and occupied ... 37

Temporary anarchy during the second Sikh war—The Mutiny .. 38
The Mutiny—The first constitution of the district 39
Subsequent changes of boundaries—District administration from annemmou

to end of 1860—Summary of events since 1860 . 40

. Summary of events since 1860—List of Deputy Commissioners since
1861—List of officers in charge of the Mianwéli sub-division since

1863—Development since annexation . 41
Development since annexation—Review of the social and economic con-
dition of the district at annexation - 42

Review of the social and economic condition of the district at annemtxon—-
Progress since 1850 . 43



Banau District.]) .

CHAPTER IIL.—-THE I’EOPLE

Section A.—Statistical—- - .
Distribution of population—Migration and birth-place of population

Page.

Migration and birth-place of populatlon—Increase and decrease of popu-

lation
Increase and decrease of population—Increase since 1868 discussed
Increase since 1868 discussed—The Settlement Census, 1872-74
"The Settlement Census, 1872-74 .
Births and deaths— Age, sex and civil condition

YT

Age, sex and civil condition—Infanticide—Infirmities—FEuropean and

Eurasian population
European and Eurasian population

Section B.—Social and Religious Life—

o

Villages and houses of the people—Chauke, hu;ras and places of public

resort
Clothing—Food
Food—Average consumption of food
.Dtensils—Times of the day and night—Games and sports
Games and sports—Family customs : Inheritance
Family customs : Inheritance—Betrothal and marriage

eue

-

Betrothal and marriage—Burial expenses—General statistics and dis-

tribution of religions

General statistics and distribution of rehgxons—Mosques and Imame

e

Mosques and Jmdme—DFestive and religious gatherings— Bannu Mission ...

Festive and religious gatherings—Bannu Mission
Bannu Mission—Language

san

Character and d15pos1t1on of the people—Educatlon-—Poverty or wealth of

the people
Poverty or wealth of the people

Section O.—Tribes and Castes—
Statistics and: local distribution of tribes and castes
Pathins—Banniichis or Banniwils
Bannf(chis or Banndwils—Waziris
‘Waziri clans—H4tikhel -
Sirkikhel—Isperkai—Bizankhel—Umarzai .
Umarzai--Muhammadkhel—Bakkakhels—dJénikhels
The Bitannis of Marwat—Marwats
Marwats—Clans affiliated to the Marwats—DNidzais
Khataks—Sayads—Musalméin Jats
Musalmén Jats—Awins—Hindds

Section D.—Village Communities and Tenures—

wee

Village tenures—The amalgamation of estates and transfer of holdmgs

from one to another -
Proprietary. tenures—Land tenures in Bannu proper
Waziri tenures—Thal-Talé. tract in Marwat

Thal-T4l4 tract in Marwat—Settlement determination of rights in the

Thal-T4l4 tract

Settlement determination of rights in the Thal-T4ls tract—Tenures in the

rest of Marwat—The Vesh or Kkula-vesh tenure in Marwat
The Vesh or Khulg-veeh tenure in Marwat—Isakhel upland tenures
Bangikhel tenures—Mohar tenures

44

45
46 .
47
48
49

50
51

51
52
53
54.
55
56

57
58
59
60
61

62
63

63
64
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73.

74
75
76

77
78

79.
80



[Punlab Gazetteer,

. . ys Page.
Section D.—Village Communities and Tenures—(contd.)
Nidzai and Jat vﬂlages—The kacha up to annexation . 81
The kacha up to annexation 82-83
Kacha tenures from annexation to the first Summary Settlement e 81
Growth of kacha tenures from second Summary Settlement to 1872 .. 85
Kacha tenures under the Regular Settlement e 886
Kacha tenures under the Regular Settlement—Misnwsli upland tenures—
Mohér and Danda tenures—Thal tenures . 87
Thal tenures——Tenures in the Pakhar ilika—Tenants and rent . 88
Tenants and rent—Tenants in Bannu proper—Tenants in the Waziri
country 89
Tenants in Bannu proper—Tenants in the Waziri country—Tenants in
Marwat we 90
Tenants in Marwat—Tenants in Isakhel - e~ 91
Tenants in Misnwali—Occupancy tenants . 92
Occupancy tenants—Riverain boundaries—Village officers . 93
Village officers ) e 94
Village menials—Village ckaukidirs e 95
Village chaukidirse— Kamiana deductions - 96
Dkarat-Bihi—Petty village grantees—A gricultural labourers e 97
Agricultural labourers—Poverty or wealth of the proprietors——General
condition of the cultivating and landlord classes w 98
General condition of the cultivating and landlord classes- e 99
Alienation of land by sale and mortgage . 100
Section E.—Rights in Canals and Canal Water—
Importance of the Bannu Canals 100

Alienation of land by sale and  mortgage—Importance of the Bannu
Canals—Management of Banniichi Canals by the people themselves... 101
Management of the Bannichi Canals by the people themselves——Acquisi-

tion and development of rights in land and water 102
Acquisition and development of rights in land and water—Aspect on the
' eve of annexation by the British . .. 103
Hitherto we have preserved the status quo - 104
Hitherto we have preserved the sfatus quo——Villages classified under three
groups—Record of rights in water ... 105
Record of rights in water—Distribution of canal water « 106
An illustration of partition by drawing lots .. 107
An illustration of partition by drawing lots—ZTinga or canal labour ... 108
Tinga or canal labour—Surplus or Spln water . 109
Surplus or spill water—~Kachkot Canal. General description « 110
Distribution—Proprietary rights in water—Surplus or spill water . 111
Canal labour. (tm_qa)—The Baran Canal or branch of the hachkot
General description—Distribution of water 112
Distribution of water—Proprietary right in water—Spill or surplus water—
Canal labour 113
The Nir extension of the Kachkot Canal. General descrlptlon——Dlstnbu— .
tion o 114

Distribution—Proprietary rights in water—Spill water—Canal labour ... 115
The Landidék Canal. General description—Distribution —Propnetm’y
“rights in water . 116
Canal labour—Administration and superintendence of Canal irri gutlou in
Bannu proper—The Kas Umar Khin in Isakhel up to commenuement
of Regular Settlement operations . 1173



Bannu District.]

1’ .
Sectmn E.—Rights in Canals and™ C'a.na,l Water—(contd.) - e

The Kas Umar Khén in Isakhel up to commencement of Regular Settle-
¥ ment operations’ ~ " ... 118

"+ The tinga system introduced in- 1875 on the Zas and in operation ever
since—How Government bought two-thirds of the Kas Umar Khén 119

¢ Arrangement made for the dlstnbut.lon of water—The Isakhel vigls—
Abdul Rahim Khéin S . . 120
Abdul Rahim Khén - o ' : : . 121

Sectlon F—Lea.dmg Fa,mﬂles— o
Leading famxlles—Leadm;r families. - Bannu tahszl—Lél Bﬁz Khain of

- Bazir Ahmad Khén . 121
v+ L4l Biz Khén of Bazir Ahmad Khan—Jéﬁr Kha.n of Ghonwal - . 122
Jéfir Khan of Ghoriwil—Shermati Khan of Jhandukhel—Bazid Khan

of Bazid—Sohsn or Swihn Khdn, Spirkai Wazir 123
Azim Khén, Héthikhel Wazu‘—-Leadmg famlhes Marwat tahsil. Khin

Mir Khén. - = -+ - '~ . 124

Arsala Khin—Ssghibd4d Khin—Leading famllles The Isakhel Khés... 125

. Leading families. The Isakbel Khans 126
‘- Sher Khén of Isakhel—Malik or chief of the Ké.fabﬁvh Awéns and his

. family 127
Malik or chief of the Ka,labérrh Awains and hls famxly—The Miins of

. Misnwali - . '128

The Miéns of Midnwali . ’ w129

Ly AL T

CHAPTER IV.—PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION.
Section A.—Agriculture and Live-Stoqk— ;

General statistics of Agriculture i ... 130

. General statistics of agriculture—Agricultural tracts .. 131

' Agricultural tracts—The Variations -of the seasons’ . ... 132

The variations of the seasons—Soils—ZKallar or rek in soils .. ees 133

Kallar or reh in soils—Irrigation—Wells’ . 134
Wells-—Ploughmg and sowing—Seasons of sowing—Reaping and glean..

ing - 135

Reaping and gleamng—Agncultural implements and apphances—Manure 136
Manure—Crop rotation on bdrdni and saildba lands—Crop rotation on

canal-irrigated lands ... 137
, Crop rotation on canal-irrigated lands, .. 138
Fallows—Principal staples—Wheat . 139
Principsl Staples - . 140
Wheat—Gram : ‘ - . 141
Gram— Bdjra—Barley ... 142
Sugarcane—Turmeric eee 143
Turmeric—Other minor crops—Auverage yield. Production and consump-

tion of food-grains ) 144
Other minor crops—Average yield, Production and consumption of

food-grains . .. 145
Cattle of all sorts X . .. 148

Horse-breeding operations - . . 147



[Bunjab Gazetteer,

z
. . o . .. , . Page.
Section B.—Occupations, Industries and Commerce—
Occupations of the people 147
Occupations of the people-—~Population divided into agriculturists and
non-agriculturists—Principal industries and manufactures . 148
Commerce—Imports and exports . 149
Imports and exports ’ .. 150

Section C.—Prices, Weights and Measures, and Communications—
Prices, wages, rent-rates, interest— Settlement prices~Measures of

capacity T .. 151
Settlement prices—Measures of Capaclty—Measures of welght. s 152
Measures of area—-Commumcahons—nvers ese 153
Water transport—Roads d - .. 154
Roads—DPost Office—Telegraph .. 157

CHAPTER V.—ADMINISTRATION AND FINANCE.
Section A.—General—

Executive and Judicial—~Police | we 158
Police—Cattle-pounds .. 159
Cattle-pounds—Jails—Revenue, Taxation and Registration 160
Revenue, Taxation and Registration—Customs—Salt—Statistics of land-
. revenue ... 161
Education—Medical 162
Bannu Civil Dispensary—Ecclesiastical—Head-quarters of other depart-
ments . 163
Section B.—Military and Frontier— )
Cantonments, troops, &c. e 163
Cantonments, troops, &e .—Border defence system .. 164
Border defence system—The passes into independent Waziristin ... 165
The passes into independent Waziristin—Frontier administration 166-67
Frontier administration 168-71
SectioniC.—Land and Land Revenus—
Early fiscal history of Bannu proper .. 1711

Early fiscal history of Bannu proper—Bannu proper continued ; Klmm-
tahsil (1849-50 to 1852-53), and first Summary Setilement (1853 54
to 1857-58)—Bannu proper continued. Second Summary Settle-

ment, 1858-59 172
The W azirs from annexation to 1858-59—Working of the two Summnry
Settlements . 173

Working of the two Summary Settlements—Early fiscal history of
Mu.rwat—Marwat continved. Revenue arrangements in 1848-49, and
from annexation to first Summary Settlement . 174

Marwat continued. Revenue arrangements in 1848-49 and from snnexa-
tion to first Summary Settloment—Marwat continued. The first
Summary Settlement, 1853-54 to 1857-58 inclusive—Second Sum-
mary Settlement of 1858-59 of Marwat w 175

Second Summary Settlement of 1858-59 of Marwat—Working of the
second Summary Settlement of Marwat—Revenue System before *
annexation in Isakhel wes 17

sw



Bannu District.]

Lage.
Section O.—Land and Land Revenue—(contd.)™ 4
Revenue System before annexation in Isakhel—The first and second Sum-
" mary Settlements of Isakhel—Earliest assessments of Midnwali.
The component parts of the Zahsil : . 177
Larliest assessments of Midnwali. The component parts of the ‘tahsil—The
first and second Summary Settlements of Midnwali and their working

—Regular Settlement, 1872-79 . 178
Basis of Assessment: Old and new principles compared—Assessment
circles— Assessments—Bannu fahsil . 179
Bannu proper—Marwat faksil—Isakhel #aksil—Indus saildba lands—
: Mianwali Zaksil, excepting the saildba portion .. 180
Review of fiscal results of the new assessments—The extra cesses—Oplmon
on the weight of the new assessment .- 181
Review of fiscal results of the new assessments ’ - 182
Opinion on the welght of the new assessment—Assessment of grazing
lands 183
Assessment of wafer-mxlls in the Bannu faksil—Assessment of date-palms
—Fluctuating assessment in the kacka : . 184
Fluctuating assessment in the kacka ' eee 185
Sources of payment of revenue .. 186
Sources of payment of revenue—Dates of revenue instalments—Term of
Seftlement— Government lands, forests, &e. e 187
Government rakhs in the Misnwali 7hal . 188
Government rakhs in the Midnwali thal—Trinni or grazing tax 1n ‘the
Mianwali tahsil .. 189
T'rinni or grazing tax in the Misnw4li Zgksil-—Government grazing rights
" near Dadiwala . 190
Government land in bed of the Indus near Kamar Mushéni -« 191

Government skisham trees and blocks in the kacka—Rights of Governient
in the trees and of the landowners in the land settled by compromise—

Present administration -~ 192
Present administration—Assignments of land-revenue—-The several classes
of a551gnments—Hered1tary cash jdgir of the Isakhel Khéns .. 193

Hereditary cash jdgir of the Isakhel Khans—Petty madfis. Bannu fakstl 194
Petty madfis. Bannu tahstl—Marwat tahsil—Isakhel and Misnwali aksils
—Orders of Government on petty madf recommendations e 195
Orders of Government on petty madfis—Privileged rate of assessment for
the Shaskam-khors, i.e., the Sayads and Ulama of Bannu fahsil—
Marwat bardt grants ‘ .. 196
Marwat dardt grants—Five per cent. indm of revenue to lambarddrsin the
the two N4r and Landiddk tracts—Indms proposed in substitution for
a zailddri and dla lambardari agency . 198
Indms proposed in substitution for a zailddri and dla lambarddri agency—
Numbers and amounts of zaminddri indms stated for each faksil—

Bannu ¢aksil, (1) Bannichi indms, (2) Waziri indms .. 199
Marwat tahsil—Isakhel tahszl—Mlanwah takszl-—Summary—A551gnments
of land-revenue e 200

Assignments of land-revenue 201203



[Punjab Gazettoor. .

xit

R ) Page.

CHAPTER V1. —TOWNS MUNICIPALITIES AND CANTONMENTS. '
. General statistics of towns——Edwarde=abad Town - ... 204
, + Edwardesabad Town : . . © e 205
" Lakki Town C o e 206
Isakhel , . . ] . e 207
. Isakhel—Kélabégh . © L. .. 208
Kailabigh . . : - ] .. 209—210

'APPENDIX. P

Vesh in the Marwat Tract of the Bannu District ' o 211228

ENGLOSURE A—
Matora (Sayads affiliated in Tappa Dreplarah) assessed at Re. 1,800 .., 224

ExcLosvre B.—

Sekanderkhel (Tappa Dreplarah) assessed at Rs. 4,757 - ( - 223
Excrosvre C.— -
Landiwih (Ta]ozms of Tappa Totazai) assessed at Rs. 800 - .. 226
ExcLosvre D.— L
Mulazai (Tappa Musékhel) assessed at Rs. 1,802 . 226
Excrosvre E.— ‘ ]
Mamukhel (Tappa Dreplarah) assessed at Rs. 8,800 wee 227

Ercrosvre F.— ,
Abbakhel (Sayads affiliated in Tappa Dreplarah) assessed at Rs. 4,408 ... 228



