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PREFACE 

It is improbable that this preface will '~be read 
by the young people for~ whorq. the book has been 
written, but it explains the occasion of writing the 
book, ancl also tells what the book is about. 

It is the authof's forty-third' book, and was 
written in connexion with the Christmas Lectures 
which-he delivered to young people in Glasgow, 
at the request and under the auspices of the 
Royal Philosophical Society of Glasgow, • 

• The Society desired to follow the lead, · in· a 
humble way, of the world-famous Christma,s 
Lectures which have been delivered in . the Royal 
Institution of London since the days of Faraday, 
and the author has followed the practice of some 
of the distinguished lecturers in writing the 
subject in book form, and then speaking from 
notes taken from the book. Of course, it was 
impossible to give all the details of the book in 
the lectures, but both cover the same ground~.·. 

The title-Electricity as a Wizard_:_was sug-, 
gested• to the author by his brother-in-law, Rev. 
W. J. Finlay Maguire, of Belfast, and it· }Vas 
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intended to indicate that the ·lectures were not 
<;>rdinary school lectures. 

Thinking it would be helpful to realize what 
the children think about electricity, the author 
asked the headmasters of four large schools to 
set an essay on the subject of electricity, and to 
give no time for preparation. The results showed 
the author where the difficulties lie; the essays 
are dealt with in two of the following chapters. 

The lecturer dealt with electricity as a worker 
of wonders, and the idea of the wizard permeated 

. the whole subject. As will be seen from the book, 
'the lectures covered a very wide field,· and dealt 
with Discovery, Invention, and Theory. It was 
explained that every existing thing was composed 
of electricity, and the inner meaning of things 
was explained in simple language; among the 
many marvels it was suggested that the most 
" wizardous " thing was making an iron plate 
speaidn the telephone receiver. .. 

The whole subject is kept well within the easy 
grasp of all boys and girls of school age. 
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