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PREFACE

Floods of the Mississippi river have been one of the
greatest natural enemies that the people of any section of
the United States have ever encountered. The tremendously
fertile delta area constitutes one of the potential garden spots
of the world. The lure of such valuable land has been the
leading factor in keeping up the morale of the men who have
fought the river, so that they have willingly faced numerous
almost insurmountable difficulties.

For many years the riparian owners carried on the struggle
unaided by any government, Then, parishes and counties
began to help. States and, finally, the United States came
to the rescue when it became evident that the burden was
too heavy for the local communities. The program of the
Federal government has continuously expanded until at
present it assumes practically all of the responsibility.

This volume attempts to trace the development of the
ever increasing program of the Federal government. Special
attention has been given to the forces that have aided or
hindered the growth of such a colossal system of internal
improvement. '

Many theories of control have been advanced and con-
sidered. Numerous bitter controversies have occurred both
among hydraulic engineers and among laymen concerning the
various methods of flood control. This volume has neither
attempted to solve technical engineering problems nor to
settle controversies. It has only stated the outstanding ones
as they have affected the development of the program of the
Federal government.

A .D.F.

GreenviLLg, N, C,, MarcH, 1930.
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