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PREFACE 

W HATEVER may be the ultimate fate of the 
Ghazi Mustapha Kemal Pasha, the President 
of the Turkish Republic, his name will always 

now belong to history. Posterity will pay tribute to the 
victories which won for him the title of Ghazi (the Con
queror), and to his creation and brilliant administration of 
the new Turkey, yet what places him above all Eastern 
potentates is the fact that he has given freedom to women, 
a stupendous reform that has had its repercussions through
out the East. Already in Syria, Palestine, India, and China, 
his name is mentioned with reverence and awe, particularly 
by women. 

It is always difficult to give events which are still in the 
making their true perspective, nevertheless many years' 
intimate association with Turks in their own homes, the 
harems of yesterday, enables me to judge the present against 
the background of the past. 

During these years, I have watched this nation from the 
days of Abdul Hamid up to the present day and carefully 
chronicled their efforts, their failures, and their achieve
ments-always in close association with the men who 
have been building the nation. And during that time, 
I have seen the admirable qualities of the Turk, so 
long the victim of misrule, always tom by the jealousies 
of Europe, and the wrong values given to women in the 
State. 

Even in the darkest hours of Turkish history, I did not 
lose faith in this people, knowing full well that if a man 
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would arise strong enough to give Turkey homes instead 
of harems, she would quickly take her place amongst the 
great peoples of the West. 

And that man has arisen. . • . 

In the autumn of 1922, I was the only Britisher allowed 
to penetrate behind the line of bayonets which separated 
Angora from the rest of.Turkey. 

During those critical days, waiting to see what victory 
and the Treaty of Lausanne would bring forth, the people 
of Angora lived like members of a brotherhood. It was 
then possible for the Ghazi, Mustapha Kemal Pasha, then 
only President of the Grand National Assembly and not 
as now of the Turkish Republic, to often allow one the , 
privilege of chatting with him over a cup of coffee. 

On one such occasion, speaking of the women of Turkey 
and how harem life paralysed their activity, the Ghazi said 
to me : "All this nonsense must stop. Turkey is going 
to build up a perfect democracy. How can there be a 
perfect democracy with half the country in bondage ? In 
two years from now, every woman must be freed from 
this useless tyranny. Every man will wear a hat instead 
of a fez and every woman have her face uncovered ; 
woman's help is absolutely necessary and she must have 
full freedom in order to take her share of her country's 
burden." . 

I published this daring prophecy in articles, and in my 
book An Englishwoman in Angora, but not one critic paid 
the least attention to the Pasha's astounding announcement, 
for no one believed that such a revolution could ever be 
achieved I 

To those who knew anything about harems and Turkish 
home life or the fanaticism of Islam with regard to women 
such an idea seemed like the wild imaginings of a ~hild. 
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Two years after this conversation took place, everything 
had happened as the President had predicted. The women 
are free ! . . . They have awakened from their long, long 
sleep. 

liOTEL ~T.ROPOLE 
LONDON, S.W. I 

March 1928 
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League of N alions, little use 

to Turkey, 278 
Lecture• on history of New 

Turkey,43,44 
Leopold, King, 246 
Lindsay, Sir Ronald, a 

splendid diplomat, 40 
Lit~erpool [42 note] 
Loti, Pierre, true story of 

his DtBendw.'llliu, 112 
seq. : how Melek and 
Zeyneb lived, and made up, 
story of DtBendw.'llliu for 
him, II 5 seq. ; his .Aziade 
and MadarM Chrgsan
'h~me, II 6 : secret meet
ings with Melek and Zey· 
neb, II6 ; the plot, II6-
[83 note, 105] 

" Lo,..," affair, . at the 
Hague, 72, 73 

Mahmoutl Essad Bey, at the 
Hague, 18 ; the Pasha's 
aid-de-camp, 21; and his 
newspaper, 54 : remodels 
the judicial system, 72, 
73 

M ahorM,, did not command 
all women to wear veils, 
132 ; his wife Aiych~, 163, 
164 : for Arabia, not 
Turkey, 188-[28, 189, 
194. 196] 

Mahomd 11, and infanticide, 
185 

Makboul4 Hanoum [Mme 
·Nadgi Pasha] tries milit· 
ancy, 140, 141 ; in charge 
of Red Crescent, 142 ; 
authors' hostess, 144 seq., 
255 seq. ; excitement at 
"meeting a mau," 147 ; 
to be married, 151 ; her 
foster-mother, 164 ; learn· 
ing the new ways, 176 
seq.-[98, 138, 180, 273, 
2751 

Malld, Mr., "I am afraid I 
cannot agree with you," 
79 

Malta, 74 
Marlin, M., Swiss Minister, 

knows more about Turkey 
than the Turks, 79 

INDEX 
t.j,.;,..,.t,; 

Marriage•and Diuoree, 160 
stq. ; laws quoted, 166, 
167 

Marshall, Baron, 76 
Marz, 91 • 
M ago, C., her Mother India, 

225 
Mehmel EmiA, a leading 

poet, 250 
Mtlek, of Loti's Dl8en

eha'llllu, 105 ; her true 
story, II2 seq. ; her 
famous salon, II3 ; shares 
her sister's plans, 114 seq. ; 
did not hesitate to die, 117 ; 
married Polish composer, 
now dressmaker in Paris, 
II9 

Meram, near Konia, 257 
M ersiftll, visit, a round of 

gaiety, 264, 265-[99] 
Mevlani, the Chief of, 196 ; 

a dervish sect, 244 
M evlotul musical celebration 

of Mahomet's birth, 194, 
195 

Mill, J. S., 86, 220 
Ministers, all young men, 

70 ; the leading ministers 
described, 70 seq. 

Miriam, negress maid, 261, 
262 

M oliire, his Mpriage Forti 
translated, 240 

Momagu, Lady Wortley, 
quoted, 196 

Mougin, Gen., French 
Observer in Angora, 17 

M onharem, a Persian re
ligious ceremony, de-
scribed, 24, 25 · 

Mouhid BeJel Be11, star 
actor, 243 • 

MoUBsa Kiazim Pasha, host 
at Jerusalem, 270 

Muezzin, the call to prayer, 
2 5 ; finest thing in the 
East, 191-[187] 

Murad II , heir to Sultan, 
driven mad, 185 

Music of the East, 245 
M usso!Oni [28 note] 

N adgi Pasha, military in
structor of Kemal, 142 ; 
in England, 199 ; very 
polite, 261-[96, 244] 

--Mme, See Makboul~ 
Nairl Djemal Beg, 266 
Nakai HaliU Hanovm, her 

fineworkforwomen, 125; 
on co-education, 210, 211 ; 
chosen President of Turc 
Oujak, the National Club, 
ll31 ; her school, 332-
[1401 230, 250] 

Namae-Kemal, poet who 
praised England, 249 

N amii Bey, artist, a sa 

Napoleon [28] 
National .ASBemblg, its first 

Parliament, 17 ; learns 
good manners, 20 ; centre 
of life in Angora, 64 ; its 
debates described, 64, 6 5 ; 
in 1922, author, the only 
woman, 84-[49, 95, 123, 
129] 

National Pact, the Bible of 
Turkey, 44-[200] 

Nazim Zia Beg, Director of 
· School of Art, 252 
Nebi· Moussa, tomb of 

Moses, 267-71 
N egatt- Beg, Minister of 

Beaux Arts, 73 
Night Schools described, 208 
Niguar Hanoum, woman 

writer, 250 
Nika, dowry, 131 
Normal~ College, a, started, 

125 ; described, 207, 208, 
227 seq., .233 

Notre Dame de Zion, English 
school, 216 

Nnurrerline Beg, Rector of 
Univ. of Constantinople, 
219 

Noury Beg, father of Melek 
and Zeyneb, 112 ; 
educated his daughters, 
113 

Orleosa, 14:1 
Oldenburg, M. de, Danish 

Minister, 79, 8o 
Omar, Mosque of, 181,_238, 

268, 271, 274 
Osman, the House of, 91 
Osma,. Ngzami Pasha, on 

Vat:can ambassadors, 76; 
Turkish Ambassador in 
Berlin, 123, 124 

Ottoma,. Bank, in Angora, 
17 

Oujal:, the National Club, 
founded by Hamdoullah 
Soubhi Bey, 231, 232, 250, 
264 

Palace, fashionable hotel in 
Angora, 56-59 

Palestine, like Old Turkey 
far behind New Turkey, 
267 seq. 

Paradise Inn, 54-6 
ParaU, Dr. N. N., 89 
Paris, 105, 109, 117, 128, 

260 ; clothes in Harem, 
152 

Pasha H usseinni, 272 
" People's Parlg," the, 27, 

65, 84, 206, 231, 236, 280 
Pera, 94, 109, 154 
Perihan, daughter of Mak· 

boule, ror, 103, 175 ; a 
happy child, 17~ 



Persia.a poetry finer than 
Turkish, 247, 248 

Peter the Great "enforces the 
hat," 92 

Pickford., Mary, 241 
Polygamy, 160 •eq. 
Princessu, the, 146, 147, 

182 ; now scattered over 
Europe, 184 

Protutio.a of ths Child. 
SocieJy, 223 

P lihUe Health, activities, 2ZI 
seq. 

Purdah, the "Will of God," 
89 

Ramazan, the fast of, drum, 
64, 194-£96, 99. 195. 196, 
259, 260] 

Ruhitl, a " holy " coach
man, 180 

Religion, 188 seq. ; objec
tions to aggressive agnos
ticism, 209, 210 ; the 
three Religions of J eru
salem, 268 

Reshad, heir to Sultan, 
driven mad, I8S 

Raan Ha1toum, artist, 252 
Riza Tewfik Bey, leader of 

Young Turkey, 124; poet 
and philosopher, 125, 126 

Robert College, 216, 218, 219, 
233 

Rockefeller Institute-[224, 
242] 

Rochefort, 117 
Rothschild, allowed an over

draft, 41 
Botta, Monsignor, Papal 

Nuncio, the difficulties of 
his position, 76, 77 • 

Roumallian Minister, 79 
Rouueau, 91, 112 
Ruche" Echref Bey, must 

take road to Angora, 52 ; 
praise of Kemal, the 
Orator, 68, 69 ; looks well 
in English clothes, 94 ; 
poet, 245, 246 

Russians, 72, 191 

Sabiht HaMum, sculptress, 
252 

Sabit, Dr., Prof. of Surgery, 
221 

Said HaiUm, Prince and 
Princess, 136 

St. Cyr, ball, lOS 
Bt. Sophia, the Mosque, 

I9S 
Balo1tika [24] 
Baphir Ali, woman doctor, 

221 
BchiMIBi, friend or Chateau

neuf, na ; introduced 
French conatructiona into 
lancu&&l· 349 

INDEX 

School of Art, 251, 252 
Scot!, Dr. James B., great 

international lawyer, 
approves Turks at the 
Jiague, 72, 73 

Seguin, M., "left the window 
open," 234 

Selim Birry Bey, Prof., 227 ; 
his daughters in Europe to 
study dancing, 227 note 

Selma HaMum, sister of 
Ahmed Riza, IZS 

Berbiaft8 [41] 
SitJf'es, Treaty, a betrayal of 

Turkey, 38, IZS • 
Sheep, sacrificed in the 

selamlik, 180. 181 
Shefky, Pasha, connoisseur, 

252 
Shukri Bey, Mme, wife 

of editor of the M illiett, 
246 

Billt, Greek quarter of Konia, 
257, 258 • 

Smyrna, to be occupied by 
Greeks, 37 ; rapid pro
gress under Aziz Bey, 2S3 
••q.-[n, 22, 4S• 47, 73, 
143, 205, 206, 243, 2SS] 

Bong of Solomon, 259 
Bourritch, M., Soviet Am-

bassador, a cultured 
gentleman, So 

Spencer, Herbert, 220 
8 port, moral discipline, lll a ••q. 
Btamboul, 941 1091 122, 186, 

218 < 

Buate D.,visht Hanoum, 
woman writer, 2SI 

Sultan, never seen by his 
people, 68 ; only the 
clerics now support, 7 I • 
abolished, 8 I seq. ; hall 
asleep, 183 

But Anna, Makboule's foster
mother, 164 

Switzerland, her laws 
adopted by New Turkey, 
34, 72, 169-{83, 105] 

Syrians, no love for Turkey 
but admire Kemal, 4S 

Syria, 128 

Taine, 249 · 
Tamerlane, the Tartar, 248 
Talaat Pasha, made genuine 

efforts for Turk.ey, I3S, 
136 ; attends funeral of 
Kiamil, 136, 137 ; carica
tured on stage, :140-[130, 
142] 

--Mme, 137 
Tarsus, very pleasant virtues, 

26S 
~ohad, Lake, 193 
Tchatt Kayv., home of 

foreign embusiea, II
[I87} 

Tchelebi, M., plays music of 
dancing dervishes, 244. 

Tchitcherin, M., how does he 
manage to be a Bolshevist, 
So 

Teize, " one of the wives," 
t6s, 166 -

T~mp!e of Augustus, 47 
T~wfik Bushdi Bey at 

Geneva, 18 ; admiration 
of M. Kemal, 19 ; a "live 
wire," and the Treaty with 
Greece, '(I, 72 ; science 
and religton, 199 

-- Mme, a good hostess, 6a 
Theatres, described, 239-

241 ; Armenian actors, 
239, Z4I 

f'urc Oujak, see Oujak 
Turk~y, the new progressive, . 

contrasts with Old Turkey, 
IS ; Turkey for the Turks, 
26 ; a policy of peace, z6, 
71 ; too long the victim of 
benevolent interference, 
27 ; smaller nation, higher 
prestige, 34 ; a Declara
tion of Independence, 36 ; 
supposed grievances 
against, 38 •~q. ; afraid of 
"' Concessions, • • 40 ; 
former liberty granted to 
all foreigners1 41 ; copy 
of " Nation&! Pact " at 
every bedside, 44 ; Tur
anean not Ottoman, 52 ; 
" anything can happen in 
Turkey," 63, 64 ; how she 
has "used " Soviet Russia, 
7,1; "Swiss Code," French 
' mining laws," English 

commercial laws, 72· ; 
who will help her · 
" finance," 73, '14 ; 
"Visiting Europe " con
sidered essential, 7 S ; 
religious education for
bidden, '17 ; . Sultan and 
Caliph abolished, 81 •~q. ; 
ashamed of the Harem and 
oolygamy, 82 ; Turk not 
'' a native," 8z ; muzzling 
the Press, 8S ; what was 
nationality of the old Turk, 
91, 106 ; introduction of 
the hat, 93 ; village life, 
101 •~q. ; a Turkish home 
under Hamid, 113 ; Re
ligion, 188 B<q, ; hatred of 
religion may pass, 19:1 ; 
no national religion, zoo ; 
education in New Turkey, 
202 ••II· ; no corporal 
punishment, 208; Normale, 
and Night Schools, ao8 ; 
co-education, 210, 211 ; no 
more foreign schools, ai6 
•~q. ; internationalism a 
crime, a I 7 ; introductioll 
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of gymnastics, 227 seq. ; 
revival of the Arts, 238 
seq. ; Turks are natural 
actors, 239 ; may soon be 
using Roman letters, 247 
note ; School of Art, 2 5 I, 
252 ; "Turkey To-day," 
276-82 

Ulema, i.e. The clergy, 127, 
128 ; chief opponents to 
women's freedom, 129-
[132, 270] 

Uniota d01 femmes Turques, 
230 

U taitJersity of Constantinople, 
219 

Y ahdeU, dervish who killed 
unionists, 191 

Y ahideddine, the " black 
Sultan "- who ran away, 
16 ; sold the Turks, 190 

Yali, i.e. Governor 
V til, taking the, 17o-5 
Y enizelos, M., one of his 

"masterpieces," 63-
[I43] 

Y iaud, see Loti 
v octoroa, Queen, 246 
Voenna, I28 
Y illage, the, its new Charter, 

101 seg. 

Wagner, 128 
W atso~a, Wm., on Abdul 

Hamid, 121 
Weosz, Dr., 76 
Wells, H. G., his Outline of 

History, 3I-[22o] 
Women in Turkey, their free

dom given by Kemal, 7, 34; 
travelling with men, 48 ; 
fox-trotting, 63, 64, 67, 68; 
Kemal himself takes off 
their veils-at a Ball 67 ; 
passing of the veil, 62, 82 

INDEX 

seq. ; now go everywhere 
with their husbands, 83, 
84 ; work in the war, 83, 
84 ; craze for French 
introduced by Empress 
Eugenie, 83 note ; har'dly 
seen in public in I 922, 84 ; 
rights given without a 
fight, 84, 85 ; editor sent 
to prison for satirizing 
women, 85 ; a learned 
lady, 86 ; women of Old 
Turkey, described, 87, 88 ; 
the greatest reform of all, 
89 ; influence on foreign 
Turkish Embassies, IOS 
seq. ; the Beginning of the 
Revolt, 108 seq. ; felt they 
were degraded slaves in 
Old Turkey, 110, 111 ; 
Zeyneb's work for, II41 
seq ; under Young Tur
key, 124 seq. ; allowed to 
travel, 127, 128 ; Con
ference with the Cheik, I29 
seq. ; restrictions originate 
in Byzantium, 130 ; a 
great speech to the women, 
138, I39 ; in the Great 
War, 142 seq. ; child
wives, I471 I48 ; Harem 
described, I 52 seq. ; a 
liberal-minded hubands, 
157, ISS ; meet men at a 
" dangerous " picnic, 158; 
love romance, 163, 164 ; 
a Turkish home, 164-6 ; 
marriage and divorce, I6o 
seq. ; another Turkish 
home, I?o-s ; active in 
Public Health work, 22I 
seq.; women's movement 
a part of general progress, 
230 ; men strangely 
jealous of, 233, 234 ; men 
without their wives, turned 
out of the Ball at Konia, 
263, 264 ; Harems in 

1 erusalem, 267 seq. ; too 
old to marry at twenty
two, 274 

Yahia ·Kemal, a genius 
turned Diplomat, 250 

Yildiz, 122 
Young Turkey movement, 

inspired by Chateneuf, 
nz ; story of the move
ment, IZI seq. ; favours 
freedom for women, I24, 
125 

Younous Nady Bey, his 
" Schoolboy press," 4 7 ; 
praise of Mme Ferid Bey, 
25I 

Youssoffeddine, Prince, great 
lover of England, I49 ; 
his palace now a school, 
232 

Zamir Bey, depute, 245 
Zeyneb, heroine of Des

enchantees, 83 note ; at 
a ball, 105 ; her true 
story, II2 seq. ; artist to 
her finger-tips, II 3 ; 
tragedy after marriage, 
114 ; work for the cause, 
114 seq. ; had to fly when 
book appeared, II8 ; part 
author of A Turkish 
Woman's European Im
pression•, 119 ; went back 
when Young Turks came 
into power, IZO ; her 
suicide, 120 ; opinion of 
Mahomet, I32 ; hates 
Hodjas, I33 ; tale of a 
second wife, I68-[124, 
145. ISI] 

Zeyneb, Prof., great woman 
lecturer, I3Z 

Zia Gueuk Alp, Prof. of 
Sociology, stands for 
modern Turkey, 249, 250 


