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E:'c;;-a'ctﬁ'om the Proceedings of a Meetiny of the Cor-
poration held on the 8th Uctober 1914 :—

In accordance with notice of motion, 1t was—
Proposed by Mr. D. E. Wacha—

“That with a view to satisfactorily allaying and
setting at rest the existing soreness, irritation,
No 4843 ,nd even indignation, pr evalhng for some
months past in an acute form 1n the Town, a Committee
composed of the following Councillors be. appointed to
consider and report as early as practicable how far and
in what direction a new depaiture is essential for abate-
ment of malarial conditions, bearing in mind the senti-
ments and feelings of the population :—

1) The President; (2) The Hon’ble Sir Pherozeshah M.
Mehta, K CLE.; (8) The Hon'ble Sir Ibrahim Rahimtoola,
Xt, c1E,; (4) Sir Bhalchandra Krishna, Kt; (5) Mr. J.S.
Wardlaw Milne ; (6) The Hon’ble Mr J. A. D. McBam; (7) Mr.
A M. Tod; (8) Su Temulji B. Nariman, Kt ; (9) The Hon’ble Dr.
D A.D'Monte; (10) Dr. K. E Dadachanyi; (11) Mr Joseph
Baptista; (12) Dr. Dinsha, Bamanji Pestanjy Master; (13) Dr.
Jehangir J. Cursetji; (14) Dr. Nadushaw H E. Sukhia; (15) Dr.
S S.Bathwala; (16) Dr. Poonsey H Meisheri; (17) Mr. Vasantrao
Anandrao Dabholkar; (18) Mr. R. 8 Navalkar ; (19) Mr. Rabum-
tulla Curtimbhoy; (20} Mr. Cowasjt Jehangir; (21) Mr. Chunilal
V. Mehta; (22) Mr. Jehangir B. Petit; (23) Mr. Jamsetp A.
Wadia ; (24«) The Hon'ble Mr Munmohundass Ram_]l (25) Dr. E.
Moses ; "and (26) Mr. D. E. Wacha ”*

The motion was seconded by Dr. Nadirshaw H. E.-
Sukhia and carried. ,

* Mr.R B Mantri, the Hon'ble 8ir Fazulbhoy Currimbhoy Ebrahim, K.,
and Mator W, Glen anbou, CIE,IM8, were appointed members of the Com-
mittee by Corporation Resolutlone No' 5693, dated the 23rd November 1914,
Nocb%l dated the bth May 1915, and No. 1997 dated the 24th June 1915, res-
pectively
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IL.

Extract from the Mmutes of the first Meeting of the
Commuiltee, keld on the 30th Novemter 1914 :—

u Proposed by the Hon’bla Sir Pherozeshah M. Mehta,
KCILE— .

¢ That Messrs. Merwanjee Muncherjee Cama and Narottam
_Morarji Goculdas, Principal Signatories to the petition to the
Corporation, regarding the closing of wells and tanks in the City
which was disposed of under Corporation Resolution No. 4073,
dated the 21st September 1914, be informed that the Committee
will be glad to hear about a dozen representatives of the Signa-
tories in the matter 'and to invite them to attend a meetuw ot
the Committee on Tuesday the 15th December 1914 at 430
p-mn. (Bombay Time).””
Carried with one dissentient.

- I1L.

Letter from the Commissioner, No. 29408, duted the
4th December 1914 :—

* I have the honour to forward for information of the Mala-
rial Committee a copy of the Press Note which I issued to the
newspapers for publication on 20th July 1914, as to the objections
raised to the action taken in connection with wells, and the
extent to which these operations have affected the water supply.”

N Press Note referred to aboze —

As a good deal of misconception appears to exist regarding
the extent of the anti-malarial operations in Bombay and as to the
effect which these operations have had upon the water supply,
the following note is issued for general information :—

., Owing to the severe outbreak of malana in Bombay in 1907
and 1908, Government placed Dr. Bentley, an officer of expe1i-
ence in malarial work, on special duty to enquire into the causes
and extent of malaria in Bombay and as to the possibihty of
taking remedial action. Dr. Bentley’s final report, after an
interim report published in 1910, was issued in 1911. The
conclusions arrived at in that report have been confirmed by all
gubsequent enquiries and have never been seriously contested.
They form the basis of all anti-malarial action in Bombay.
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Dr Bentley’s repoit was reassuring in the establishment of
the fact that Bombay is not itself a naturally malarious area and
that the undrained and low-lying poirtions of the Island which
were formerly populaly supposed to be highly infected with
malatia were as a matter of fact-extraordinanly fiee from 1t. Dr.
Bentley, however, proved that there was a most dangerous and
widely spread amount of malaria in the older parts of the town

which caused an enormous loss by annual sickness and consequent |

economic loss. He further proved that the only really danger~
ous mosquito so far as thé carrying of malamais concerned
within the JIsland of Bombay is at present the Anopheles
(Neocellia Stephens). He established the fact that this mosquito

13 found principally 1in wells and that the area of extieme,

mcidence of malaria in Bombay corresponded with remarkable
exactness with the localities in which private domestic wells were
common. -

One of the strongest proofs of Dr Bentley’s conclusions was
the prevalence of malaria among the Parsis. This community from
its superior average standard of living, 1ts superior education and
the 1eadiness with which 1ts members resort to medical advice,
would ordinarnily have been considered to be much less liable to
malanial infection than the other communities in Bombay. It
wag found, however, both by the examination of spleen and by
tests of blood to ascertain the piresence of the malarial parasite,
that the Pars1 community was far more affected than either the

Hindu or the Mahomedan communities That this was not due*

to any peculiar racial habihity to the disease was established by
the fact that in the quarters where the Parsis were extremely
affected, the Mahomedans and Hindus were also affected 1n almost
the same degree while in the non-malarious parts of the Island,
Parsis were not more liable than were people of other races. These
facts were acknowledged, after independent investigation by Parsis
themselves, to be correct and have not since been.in any way
challenged.

Dr. Bentley not only proved that'the areas where an exami-
nation of spleen and blood showed a very heavy incidence of
malaria were precisely those in which domestic wells were common,
but ke also found that of the breeding places chosen” by Neocellia
Stephensi G5 per cent were open wells and 16 per cent. other more
or less permanent breeding places such as cisterns, fountamns, etc,
while 19 per eent. were temporary collections of water This
percentage, however, does not fully 1epresent the preponderance
of the inside well as the favowite bieeding place of Neocellia
Slephensi, because Dr. Bentley further found that the wells
situated inside dwelling Liouses were the most prohfic producers of
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this mosquito whereas wells in the open, though frequently in-
tected, showed only scanty proofs of larvee, The wells moreover
constituted permanent bieeding places thioughout the year where-
‘as cisterns and similar receptacles were chiefly switable for the
production of Neocellia Stephensi during the monsoon months
‘only.’ - ‘

Incidentally it may be remaiked that Dr. Bentley proved
that mosquitoes of the Culex and Stegomiya vaneties, which are
the most common and generally the most annoying mosquitoes in
Bombay, breed most generally 1n stagnant or foul water especially
in the entrances to storm water drans, which Neocella Stephensi
avolds, Neither Culez fatigans nor stegomiya has any connection
with the spread of malaria and the closing of drains, gutter traps,
and storm water catchpits though desirable, 1f possible, for the
reduction of mosquitoes in general could have no effect upon the
prevalence of malana.

Dr. Bentley finally came to the definite conclusion that there
was no reason why the -highly infected parts of Bombay, which
include the A, B and C Wards, should not be reduced at least to
the lével of non-malariousness which is found at present in the
northern parts of the Island. Ie considered it to be possible to
eradicate the local sources of infection which, as has been re-
marked above, consisted principally of wells. -If, on the other
hand, such eradication were not undertaken it was obviously
possible that not merely would the infected areas continue to be
as malaria-ridden as before, but that the infection would gradnally
spread over the Island until malaria was thoroughly endemicin the
whole of Bombay.

On this report the Corporation sanctioned an extension of
the anti-malarial measures already undertaken and Government
also gave a grant with the special object of assisting in taking
action against infected wells. A special staff was employed and
placed 1n' charge of one of the Assistants to the Health Officer
who was thoroughly acquainted with the requirements of the work
and with the diufficulties that had to be met. A gieat deal of
anti-malarial work in general has been done, but this note 1s in-
tended to deal principally with the action taken in connection with
wells. It may be stated at once that no action has been taken in
regard to any well unless 1t 1s found to be infected with mosquto
larvee  Out of the*3,313 wells, 1n A, B, 0, D and E Wards, these
larvae have been found in 2,202 which have been treated as
tollows :—

348 have been filled in.

770 have been” hermetically covered—123 of which have

been provided with hand pumps.

834 have been covered ovei, with t1ap-doors allowed.
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In addition to these 250 wells are under legal action— 16
for filling 1n, 108 for hermetical covering and 126 for hermetical
covermg with tiap-doors allowed. It should be stated that
neatly all of those that have been filled in entirely were altogether
bad—many of them had not been used for many years for any pur-
pose whatsoever and the owners made no objection to their being
filled n. As regards those which have been hermetically covered,
hand-pumps have been allowed in all cases in which owneis
desired to put them. This fact is shown prominently inred ink
on the notice which is served on well owners. The cost of the
hand-pumps is fiom Rs. 40 to Rs. 60 each, and the Standing
Committee have been willing in every case to assist in allowing
these pumps when the smallest reason for doing so existed. It
will be observed that in the case of 960 wells trap-doors have been
allowed. This has almost invariably been allowed on account of
religious objections or prejudices to which the Standing Com-~
mittee have given the greatest attention, even when they appeared
somewhat far fetched. The permission to use trap-doors is; of
course, open to very serious objection, from the point of view of
efficient anti-malarial prevention. Trap-doors are constantly left
open and frequently allow the entry of mosquitoes, either through
onginal bad fitting, or through defects in or mnjuries to the frame
work. Out of 834 cases in which trap-doors have actually been
put mm, in 119 within the last six months, action hashad to be
taken because owing to imperfect closing of the trap-doors, the
wells were found to be infected with anopheles larvee. The
Standing Committee have, however, preferred that this risk of
malaiia 1nfection should be undergone rather than that any reli~
gious prejudice of the people should be in'any way offended, and
have dealt with these cases with consideration and leniency.

There is, however, another aspect of the treatment of wells,
In addition to the facilities which they give for mosquito breeding,
1t 1s well known that the great majouty of wells in Bombay are
highly 1nfected with polluted matter of different descriptions and
the water is seldom fit to drink. This may be proved by the fact
that on the examination of 1,686 wells undertaken during the last;
24 years the water of 1,412 was found unfit for drinking pur-
poses—that of 84 wells to be fairly potable and of 190 to be fit.
tor dinking It should be observed that this only represents
chemical examination. Had a bacteriological examination been
made there can be little doubt that a large proportion of the 190
wells would have been further declaied unfit for drinking pur-
poses  This fact is well-known to the people in general, and al-
though there is a small section of the Hindu population which
fiom 1ehgious reasons will not use pipe water at all, the gieat
mass of the people do not under any cicumstances dunk the
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water of these wells, but use it merely for washing purposes in
times of scarcityof pipe water. 1In the great majoiity of cases,
therefore, the provision of a hand-pump for water to be extracted
from a well would meet all requirements.

"It hag now to be seen what good results have followed from the
*action that has been taken. This action has been, as will be
gathered from what has been written above, only partial and not
such as could be expected to produce entitely satistactory results.
Nevertheless the following table which is extracted fiom a report
prepared by the Health Officer on the 7th May 1914, shows the
improvement that has taken place :— \

Mortalﬂ:y from
Malaria

WARD

Splegn rate. Parasite rate.
3

1910 | 1912 | 1913 { 1910 | 1912 | 1913 | 1910 | 1912 | 1913

we| 29°9 [33°50 [15°87 | 34 8 [10°54 | 2°98 80 91 65
wel13 0 115 03 | 318 | 13°1 9 3-01 | 2 89 78 | 101 47

we o 2°7{890|841| 88fo000l000| 29| 22| o

A
B
c o woof 69]9°99 (489 345 14°14 | 1 88 50 58 53
D
B

wee  wea| 1°8 [11°40 | 4+96 | 38| 7°97 | 5-45 37 56 47

It will be observed from this table that the spleen and para-
site rate in the highly affected A, B and C Wards has been very
greatly reduced between 1910 and 1913, and this reduction means
an enormous diminution in sickness and suffering especially
among small children. There has also been within that period a
considerable reduction in mortahty from malara in these wards.
But the diagnosis of deaths from malaria has been 1n the past so
uncertain and even at present 15 so 1mpeifect that itis more
important to judge the results by the spleen and parasite rates It
wiil be seen from the figures that the results in D and & Waids,
where anti-malarial operations have been shght, do not show any
corresponding improvement during these “years. So far as they
go these figures are quite satisfactory. In addition, however, to
the action taken in regard to wells which has been detailed above,
a great deal has been done by constant examination, by se1ving ot
notice and by rousing the inteiest of house-owners to 1emove
casual breeding places of mosquitoes and in several quaiters n
which the house-ownels or occupiers have co-operated in this woik,
a very real diminution in the number of mosquitoes has been
observed. -
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It will be gathered from the above paragraphs that while the
work in connection with the wells has been proved to be eminent-
ly necessary, 1t has not been carried out 1n any hasty or harsh,
spitit.  Every case in which there 1s the smallest objection raised
has been considered by the Standing Commmttee with the greatest
care and neaily every disputed case has been wvisited by the
Commussioner personally.

It remains now to be seen what effect the closing of the wells
has had upon the water-supply. It has been stated above that
only 348 wellshave been totally filled in and many of these were
previously entuely unused. 770 have been hermetically covered
over, in 123 of which hand-pumps have been allowed and the
Standing Committee are perfectly willmg to allow them in the
remaining 647. Taking, however, the highest figure, less than
1,000 wells have been filled in or covered so as to prevent (in the
absence of a pump) the use of their water. In the majority of
these cases the water had not been used for drinking purposes for
years. The real grievance 1egarding the shortage of water hes
not in the closing of a certain number of extremely insanitary
wells, but 1n the general shortage of the water-supply. It is well
known that this supply has been extremely deficient for the past
few years. While the demands of the population and trade have
steadily increased, the available supply has actually diminished,
because, owing to a series of years of short rainfall, the amount of
water 1n the Vehar Lake has so decreased that 1t has been neces-
sary to reduce the previous daily supply of 104 million gallons to
7% or 8 million gallons per diem In the meanwhile not only
has the tiade of the City increased, but new mills, which consume
a large amount of water, have been eiected. The supply required
for trade purposes has been given out by the Water Engineer 1n
the most sparing manner possible. But if the industries of the
City are not to be most seriously hindered it is not possible to
limit these demands altogether and any further supply for trade
and 1ndustry necessarily means reduction of domestic consumption.
In the yeais 1912 and 1913, although the water-supply was short
and people underwent a very considerable amount of inconveni-
ence, there were fortunately no serious breaks in the water-supply;
the deficiency of water was borne with patience and no very
se110us situation arose. In the present year, however, there were
unfortunately within a short period a number of breaks, such as
ate liable to occur at any time and which cannot be altogether
avouded. Usually it 18 possible to diminish the inconvenience
caused by the cessation of supply mn one part of the Town by
gwing assistance fiom the other poitions of the City, but for
various 1eagons, such as the cotton firtes and heavy demands else-
where, 1t hasnot been possible to do so in the present year, This
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has brought about an acute feeling of dissatisfaction, and it is not
unnatural that people should readily believe exaggerated accounts
of the effect of the closing of wells and should regard such closing
as the cause of the discomfort which would not have been
appreciably diminished had all the wells in the Island remained
open. > i

At the same time it must not be forgotten that there "have
been other causes which have accentuated the deficiency of water.
In many places, high houses and chawls for many hundreds of 1n-
habitants have been erected where only small bmldings existed
previously, for which the supply of water had been sufficient in the
past. Water does not reach the upper parts of these houses and
owners have been constantly advised to put in storage tanks and
pumps, where the pressure is deficient to raise water to the upper
floors. Although storage tanks have been put in to a .consder-
able extent landlords have been unwilling to provide pumps. The
expenditure involved not unnaturally makes them unwilling to do
so. But it may be remembered that rents have been enormously
raised within the last few years and never before has there been

"such a demand for house accommodation of almost every descrip-
tion. It may be presumed that the returns of house-owners have
been correspondingly large.

Fortunately, however, the acute discomfort which is now felt
has come at a pertod when its termination 1s well within view.
The arrangements for an increased water-supply which were not
sanctioned by the Corporation until 1911 have been pushed on
with the greatest rapidity and fortunately with no serions hitch
of any kind, although the sickness among the staff employed has
been very considerable Before the beginning of the next hot
weather it will be possible to introduce certain amount of Tansa
water into the Vehar Lake  From the Vehar Lake a 48 inch main
has been laid in place of the 32 inch mam, and 1t wall be possible,
immediately Tansa water has arrived 1n the lake, to increase the
daily supply fron the present 74 million gallons to 11 million
gallons per diem. This will only constitute a partial relief,
though 1t should be of great help in the case of any break in the
pipes The new Tansa supply itself, however, may be
expected to be available for the City by the end of 1915, or allow-
ing for delays early in 1916. The distribution will not be
perfected for some time after as various subsidiary works have to
be done, but for all practical purposes there should be an ample
supply of water before the hot weather of 1916 begms  With
thig early and certain prospect of a plentiful supply of water it
may be hoped that the people of the City will once more show the
same patience with which they have borne the scarcity of water
1 the past. It will, it may be hoped, be agreed from what has
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heen wiitten above that it is not possible to suspend anti-malarial "’
operations which aie absolutely necessary for the health of the
people and which have a very remote connection with the water-
supply. These operations will be continued, as they have been in
the past, to be carried om with the greatest possible regard for
mdividual or general prejudices. No doubt the anti-malarial
work affords opportumty for possible petty corruption just as any
other branch of the administration in this country does.
Attempts at extortion, however, can be more easily detected in this
than 1n any other branch of the Municipal administration, because
no anti-malarial work can possibly pe taken except where malarial
conditions have been shown to exist, and even then action is
taken, not on the report of the subordinate but after inspection by
the Malaria Officer and in contested cases by the Health Officer or
Municipal Commissioner. Where such conditions do exist, and
subordinates are bribed mot to report them, it is not possible to
feel much sympathy with the person giving the money. Inany
case complaints can readily be made to the Commissioner himself,
or to the Special Malaral Officer, and they will be the suhject of
careful inquiry. ‘

Iv.

Extract from the Minutes of the second meeting of the
Committee held on the 15th December 1914 :—

The following representatives of the signatories to the
petition to the Corporation regarding the closing of wells and
tanks in the City were present by invitation :— ’

Mr. Tribhovandas Vatjiwandas,
s» Vishwanath P. Vadya."

,, P. N. Wadia.

»» - Lakhmidas Raoji Tairsi.

« Soonderao D. Navalkar.

» Rustomyi Dadabhoy Mistiy.
y» Dinsha Pestonji Batha.

sy Kaikhusroo Ardesir Enti.
» Dosabhoy Bejonji Motiwala
s» Shaptirn Hoimasji Mistry.
y»» Handas P. Kapadia.

s»» Gajanan Sadanand Desai.

»» Gopaljl Valji Soqnderji.

» Naianji Dayal,

sy W, T. Halai.

The Chairman informed the representatives on behalf of the
Counmttes that they would be glad to: hear any statément they
mught wish to make 1n 1egaid to the question. -
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Mr. Lakhmidas Raoyi Tairsi therenpon desired to etate his
cagse. The following is a 1ecoid of the statement made by him
and of the questions put to him and the answers given by
him ;—-

He stated that he was Honorary Secretary of the Hmdu
Gymkhana and an ex-president of the Bhatia Matra Mandal and
that he owned about 7 properties in Bombay. There was a
dispute with the Municipality in connection with a well at his
property ‘at Walkeshwar and that led to a prosecution. He was
fined Rs 50 for not complying with the Mumicipal requisition 1n
regard to the well in the Police Court. He appealed to the High
Court where a Rule was granted against the Commissioner and
subsequently made absolute.

Questioned as to what the prosecutions cost him he said—

“In the Police Court I appeared in person. The High
Court proceedings cost me about Rs. 255. I have since covered
a well at Holi Chakla leaving a trap-door for drawing water. ”

Mr. Tairsi then continued : —

The pipe water is very defective.  People do not get water
when they want it The Hindus have to clean their pots and
pans after 10 in the murning when the morning meal 1s over and
pipe water is not obtamable at the time and if there are no wells
where are we to get the water from ?

Sir Pherozeshah : )
Q. Is that your main complaint ?

A. What I wish to say is that the hue and cry would be
ess if the pipe water was supplied at switable hours. When the

water supply is deficient if there is a well in the house, we
could fall back on it

Q. But so long as you get pipe water you would not com-
plain about your well being covered over ?

A. Personally I would not complain but my mother who
is 2 Marjadi would.

Q. If the use of the well water is allowed fo you after
covering it over would you still object ?

A. T would not object personally.

v @. I am not asking your individual opinion. Apart from
religious grounds, do you think people would have any other
cause for complaint if they were allowed the use of well water
after the well was covered ?

A. In the case of those who have mno relgious objections
there would be no objection to the well being covered so long as
they are allowed to use the well water.
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Q. Are .you aware that most of the cases are of this
character ? ) }
A. Most people do not object to the use of tap water, |

Q. Now let us take the question of the distribution of
water. You know that our water supply is not constant and
that water must be distributed to the different parts of the City
at intervals.

A, Yes.

Q. 1 take it that what you complain of is that the hours
of disttabution are very inconvemient.

A. Yes, the present hours of water supply are very incon-
venient to Hindus because they take their meals between 9-30
and 10-30 in the morning before they go to office, then the-ladies
take thewr meals at about 11-80, and then they have to clean
their pots. Itis just the time when they want water, buf do
not get 1t,

Q. You do not undertake to say that for the whole City ?

A. No. Ispeakof Mandvi and Fort where water is not
given during those hours.

Q. Supposing all cannot be supplied with. water at one
and the same time, what method would. you propose for the dis-
tiibution of water 2

A. You should fix hours likely to cause the least incon-
venience.

Q. Are you aware that the Corporation and the Executive.
have tried over and over again to- supply water in the most
convenient manner ?

A. I do not dispute that and give them credit for it.

Q. Could you suggest anything else by whieh the~ author—-
ities can improve their system of distribution ? -

A. I think water should be given between 10" and*12 in
the forenoon and up to 9 or 10 at night. It is the time when
water is required for washing purposes. <

Q. If you receive water from 6 to 10 A M. surely you can
collect some water and you can use it for washing purposes.

A. The collected water would not be sufficient for the
purpose. ,
Q. Supposing there is a well in the house you can use tho~
well water for cleaning and washing purposes.
A Yes.
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. Q. You can do that even if the well is covered and there
is a trap-door. ’

. A, Yes.

Q. So that you have no objecti.on to a well being covered
leaving a trap-door if there is no religions objection.

A. No. . '

Q. Suppose the Corporation are told by experts that it is
* desirable in the interest of the City that wells should be covered
over to prevent Malaria mosquitoes from breeding ‘therein would
‘you have any objection to that being done ?

A. No. So long as 1t is done in a sympathetic manner.

.. Q. "Asa representative of some of the_signatories to the
petition which was forwarded to the Corporation you .agiee that
congiderations of health must prevail.

A. Such considerations must predominate.

€. Then I take it that if the Corporation and the Execu-
tive are told authoritatively by experts that it is desirable and
even necessary for the preservation and maintenance of the health
of the City that wells should be covered so as to prevent the breed-
ing of mosquitoes, you would not consider it objectionable to
direct that wells should be covered provided a trap-door 1s allowed
for drawing water.

N

Sir Pherozeshah, at this stage, enquired whether anybody
else had any objection to the proposition.

Mr. W. T. Halai thereupon enquired 1f the water would not
be spoiled owing to the covering of the well. He said that s
experience was that if a well was covered, the water therein got
spoiled, that the water of a well at No..188, Mint Road, was used
by his family for drinking purposes, his mother being a Marjadi
and that the water was considered so good that Dr. Row and Dr.
Jehangir had recommended its use 1n preference to pipe water, but
that after it was covered over the water smelled and had suffered
in taste.

Sir Pherozeshah :

Q. Yousay that the water is spoiled. Have you got any
expert opinion to say that it is really'spoiled ?

A. No, uor has my landlady got such an opmnion. Bub
if you think thap it is not so you can send for the water and
satisfy yourself, -
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Dr. SuUua N
Q. Is the well covered with concrete or with wire ga.uze?

A Thave not seen the cover. It has been covered under
the orders of the Municipahty. I think there is a concrete cover
on the well. ,

-8Sir Pherozeshal :

Q. How long has it been covered ?

A. Approximately about a year and a half.

Q. The objection which you raise to my proposition is that
a conciete cover spolls the water.

4. That is what I have seen and my friends also tell me.

Q. Have you had any bad effect from the use of the well
water?
A. No, except that I do not like the taste.

The Commissioner:

Q. Was your well in Mint Road covered on Municipal
action ?

A. Yes.

Q DdI undnrstand you to say that Dr. Row and Dr. -
Jehangir advised the use of well 'water in preference to pipe
water ? ? . .

A.  Yes, they advised me to glve that water to my daugh-
ter who was 1ll. .

Mr. Cowasjt Jehangzr :

.

Q. Can you tell us definitely whether the well has been
covered with concrete ?

'

1 think so. ) .

How many tenants of the house use pipe watel

Less than half, :

Have those who use well water complamed ? .

I have not enquired. !

A.

Q. Have you not seen the cover of the well ?

A. No. I have not. 1 T
Q. How many people live in your house ?

A.  About 50. . !
Q. Do they all use well water ? ) ’
A. Most of them )

Q

A.

Q.

A.
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Q Then it is your personal complaint that the water does
not taste well ?

4. Yes.

Q. How long after the well was covered did you find that

‘the water had a bad smell ?

’ About 8 or 4 months after.

Did you complain about 1t 7

No.

Can you tfell us what the size of the trap-door is ?
. No: :

At this stage, Mr. Vishwanath P. Vaidya addressed the
Meeting. He observed that he had seen houses wheie a large
number of people lived in each house and used well water, that
if there was a large well, say of about 20 feet diameter, people
could stand around it and draw water, but 1f the well was covered
and a small trap-door was lett so that only one man could draw
water at a time, the inconvenience caused could well be imagined.
Most of the people living in such houses were poor. They had to
go without food. Also ladies had to put up with hardship as they
could not go to the well when men were there. He had noted
that in the case of three or four buildings of which he had per-
sonal knowledge, If some other method could be devised for

drawing water from wells which were covered most of the
difficulties would be obviated.

Sir Pherozeshah :

Q. You are making these observations with regard to 4 or
5 buildings in which a large number of people have to use the
well ?

A. Yes.

Q. Is there a supply of pipe water in these places?

A. Yes.

Q. Leaving aside the Marjadis, the Hindus have no objec-
tion to use pipe water and they would go to wells for water when
pipe water fails? ,

A, Yes. A

Q. In the C Ward of which you are talking pipe water is
supplied from 5 to 9 A.M, and from 4-30 to 7-30 P.M. Now
would it not be possible for people to store water during the
morning supply which might last t1ll 4-30 P.M.?

A. Most of the people may have a “handa” and a *“ gudda ”
These would not contain sufficient water to last them till the

» evening.

NP ENFIN
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Q. Could they not, have two * guddas.”

A. They are very poor. If they had additional * guddas”
there would be no inconvenience.

There are people living in smaller Touses also ?

From my experience of C and D Wards. I think only
those who are well off live in small houses. The poor live in
chawls, .

Q. You are giving 1nstances of only crowded houses?
A Yes. )

Q. Of chawls? \

A. Yes.

Q.

A.

Q. How many of those forty or fifty families living in
those four or five chawls to which you Just referred could not use
pipe water ?

A. About three-fourths.
Q. Why?
A. Because they have got religious objections.

Q. Then you say that three-fourths cannot use pipe water
on 1eligious grounds ?

\

A. That is my experience of one house,

Q. Is that typical of all the other chawls?

A. YNo. The proportion may vary from zero to any number.
There may be many in those chawls who could use pipe water.

Q. Is there any other obJect1on to the present malaria
campalgn

A. The most important objection is in regard to the hard-
ship experienced by-the people in getting water.

Q. Now, if we are told by experts that it is desirable and
necessary for the preservation and maintenance of the health of
the City that wells should be covered so that no mosquitoes might
breed therein, do you think that the Corporation should not do
1t ?

A. From the figures I have seen I do not think that it is
necessary to cover the wells for the preservation of health.

Q. Should we not be guided by experts? If they advise
the Corporation to check the breeding of mosquitoes must we
not do so?

4. I do not believe that mosquitces breed iu the well to
such an extent as has been alleged. I deny that the
experts’ opinion i8 correct. . '
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Q. You aflege that a non-professional gentleman can form
such an opinion merely from figures gatheied fiom repoits ?

A. It is for you to judge

Q. Should the Municipality follow the opinion of experts
or of non—professlonal gentlemen like yourself?

A. If I were a member of the Corporation, I would oppose
the proposal to follow the experts’ advice.

The Commissioner :

Q. What figures do you refer to?

A. "Death-rate figures in the reports.

Q From that you argue that there is very hittle malaria in
" the City ? .

A. Yes. '

Q. You mean to say that the spleen rate and the parasite
rate are not high?

A. I cannot say.

Mr. Jehangir Petit :

- Q. Is it not the case that in a chawl generally the majority
of the people go to wells to take their water supply?
A. Yes, '

+ Q. Supposing that a majority of‘tenants wanted to take
water from pipes, would they get emough water under the present
supply ?

A. Impossible. .
t The Hon'ble Mr. Munmolundass Ramji:

Q.. When do Hindus want water most ?
* A, Between 10 and 12 a.m: for washing clothes and pans.

). In the evening is not water required after meals?
A. Yes, -

» Q. Would it not be a hardship for people to go to the wells
for taking out water at that time ?

A. Tt would be a hardship,

~

Mr. Cowasji Jehanger:

., Q. How many per cent, of Hindus have objections to use
pipe water ?
4. Abaut 10,000 Hindus in Bombay City.
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My Tribhorandas Varwandas then addressed the Meet~
ing. He observed that they had heard much about experts.
In the year 1869 a suit was filed by his father agamst the Muni-
cipality and expert opwnion was taken. It was stated by one
expert that sullage passed into sea-water and settled down there.
Another opinion was that 1t floated on the surface and spread on
the sea face. Eventually the latter opinion was upheld. Ha
therefore submitted that they should not be carried away by
expert opinion but take into consideration ‘the general feeling
and sentiments of the people. He had 6 or 8 wells in different
localities. He received notices to cover up some of his wells and
he requested the Commussioner to have them mspected and after
examination it was found that out of 4 wells 2 were free from
Malana larve The Commissioner then decided that the wells
which did not contain any larvee should be kept open and
that the other wells should be covered leaving a trap-door.
He had a well at Bhuleshwar the water of which was con-
sidered very good in that locality. Nevertheless, a mnotice
was served on him for covering 1t. His well at Madhav Bag’
was in rather a bad condition and the Trustees of the well
were willing to take steps to clean the well or to pump it out and
clean it. 1f the members of the: Committee would go to the flats,
they would find rank vegetation abounding there. 'Who cared for
that? In tanks and cutchra depots also malaria mosquitoes may
be searched for. There were many mosques which had tanks.
He wanted to know with regard to how many of them action had
been taken. He knew of a case where the Commissioner allowed
two trap-doors when one was found insufficient but the difficulty
was that all could not approach the Commissioner easily. They
might go to the Special Malaria Officer but he had to find work
for himself. ‘ :

Sir Pherozeshah :

Q Do you know that Dr Shroff was an Officer of the
Municipahity before this woik was given to him and therefore he
has no need to “create ” his present work ?

A, Yes.

Mr Tiibhovandas further stated that the general public
feeling was to keep the wellsopen. If members of the Commuttee
had attended the Public Meeting held at the Town Hall they
would have seen that the popular feeling was against the closing
of wells. In his house at Warden Road not a single case of
Malaria was noticed still action was proposed to be taken with
regard to a well in the house and correspondence was going on
for 2 years. ;
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The Commissioner :

Q. You have a good many wells. You wrote to me and
€aW me Oon nnmerous occasions. You are not afraid of me.

A. No.

Q. You never complained to me that you were worried or
harassed.

A. No. But what is the use of complaining to you when
we come to you for mercy ?

Q. You are one of the Trustees of a well at Madhav Bag ?

A. Yes,

Q. We offered to share half the cost when you raised an
objection on account of expense.

A, Yes.

Q. Malaria larvae may be found one day and not another?

A. Yes, but then how are we toact? My argument s
that when people have not suffered from Malaria their wells may
be left alone. i

Mr. Cowasyi Jehangir :

Q. Do you know of .any mstance in which people wele
harassed ? '

A. Take the instance of the Cloth Market well; if the
Commissioner had not been good enough to see the well and if it

was ordered to be covered over, it would have caused great
hardship.

Q. Do you know of any instance where a well not contain-
ing larvee was required to be covered over?

.

A. T am talking of my own wells.

Mr. R. 8. Naralkar:

Q. Do I understand you to say that when there is no local
case of Malaria, no action should be taken with 1egard to wells in
the locality unless the water is dirty ?

A. Yes.

The How'ble Mr. Munmohundass Ramji:

Q. What is the nature of the hardship you referred to?

A. Great inconvenience is caused to people. The general
belief is that water is purified by being kept open and 1t is
rendered more healthy,

-
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The Ion’ble Ser Phevozeshah:

Q. If members of the Corporation are advised by experts
that 1t is desuable and necessary for the preservation and main-
tenance of the health of the City that wells should be covered so
that no mosquitoes might breed therein and trap-doors be provided
which would enable people to make use of the water, should they
not act according to that advice ?

A. I differ from that opinion. The Corporation may listen
to the experts’ opinion but the owners must be asked to clean the
wells before action is taken. The Corporation ought not to dis-
regard the general feelings and sentiments of the people.

Q. But you agree that action should be taken in such a
manner as to minimize the hardship,

A Yes.”

Y. \

Letter to the Chairman, Malaria Commattee, dated the
16th December 1914, from Mr. D. E. Wacha :— :

“T cannot refrain from embracing this the earliest opportu-
nity after the meeting of yesterday to express my entire dis-
approval of the procedure adopted for the purpose of alleviating
the grievances of those whom the Committee invited through
Messrs M. M. Cama and Narottamdas. You will remember that
I was the only member who at the first meeting of the Committee
opposed the proposal, moved by the Hon’ble Sir P, M. Mehta, to
mvite a few persons to hear what they had to say. I opposed the
proposal because I felt that it was unnecessary in view of the
specific object for which the Corporation had appointed the Com-
mittee. The substance in effect of that Resolution by the Cor-
poration 1s to assist the Committee in arriving at a reasonable
agreement how far a modification might be deemed desirable so as
to allay popular resentment. The Committee, however, agreed,
save myself, to Sir Pherozesha’s proposal. And as a result some
gentlemen came forward to state their grievances. The procedure
which ought to have been adopted was simply to hear them. It
was for the Committee afterwards to yecommend the Corporation
what modification of the Malarial policy was necessary and in
what way in order to allay the irritation and hardship among a
considerable population of the city by the ' prevailing method
and manner of conducting the operations. As representing
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the city, it was the solemn and bounden duty of the Corporation
to see that no section of the commumty suffered by
reason of the method adopted by the Executive to conduct
the operations. The Corporation would not be discharging
its duty by such distressed peopleif 1t faled to redress them.
That being the position 1t was only necessary for the Commuittee
to consider how to mtigate the evil. There was ample corres-
pondence in the way of appeals, &c, made by various owners ot
private wells from time to time to discuss among themselves how
far the grievances were well founded or ill founded and to make
recormmendations accordingly.  Instead of adopting this simple
and effective procedure, members were allowed to put questions
to those who stated their grevances and that in an inqusitorial
manner, as 1f the Committee were a body sitting in inqusition
on them and they were the accused. Only the other day the
Corporation condemned the inquisitorial character of the City
Survey Bill and yet the Committee yesterday were themselves
guilty of sitting up as an Inqusition. Questions regarding
experts and other matter were put, which, in my opinion, were
absolutely uncalled for. The persons who by our invitation
came to state their grievances had nothing to say against the
experts or the policy which the Corporation had adopted on the
basis of the recommendation of experts. It was not for the
purpose of condemning the experts’ opinion and the policy based
on it that they were called. I maintain once more that they weie
called simply to state how far the method and manner in which
the Executive carried out the policy was of an irritating and
harrassing nature, inflictidg hardships in certain cases. Instead
of the Committee hearing firsthand from the lips of these
gentlemen a procedure was allowed by you which, in my
opinion, was altogether unhappy and uncalled for. And I can-
not but enter my emphatic protest against it. I am to request
that you will be so good as to state at the next meeting of the
Committee what is the proper procedure you propose adopting to
hear those who have volunteered to come forward and state their
grievances, so that those who like me have any objections to 1t
may state them. My fear is that if unfortunately the procedure
at the January Meeting is to be repeated it would needlessly
protract the matter without any tangible result or relief. The
object of the Corporation’s resolution would be grievously defeat-
ed and only lead to an aggravation of the present irritation and
indignation which the action of the Executive authority or
Tather that of its subordinates and far from immaculate subordi-
nates has created and which must culminate some day in a
serious breach of the peace or passive resistance to payment of
Municipal taxes,”
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Extract from the Minutes of the third Meetmg of tké
Committee held on the 2nd February 1915 :—

« The following 1epresentatives of the signatories to the petx-
tion to the Corporation 1egaiding the closing of wells and tanks
in the City, were present by 1nv1tat10u —

Mr Lakhmidas Raoj Tansi
Mr Soonderdas D Navalkar
Mr. Rustomj1 Dadabhoy Misti1
M: Dinsha Pestanp Batha
Mr Kakhustu Ardeshir Enti.
Mr Shapurji Hoimasp Mistry.
Mr Gajanan Sadanand Desar.
Mr. Gopalj Valj Soondery.
Mr Naranp Dayal.

The Chairman informed the meeting that he had received a
letter from Mr. D E. Wacha stating that the objeet of inviting
the representatives ot the petitioners was to hear what they had
to represent and not to subject them to any cross-examination
and requesting that a proper procedure may be adopted to hear
them. With 1egard to this letter the Chairman observed that he
concurred in Mr. Wacha’s remarks as to the object of the confer-
ence and he invited the gentlemen present to state what they had
to say. s .

He then mtoimed the Meeting that wnitten statements had
been handed in by— p
M: K A Enti.
Mr Dinsha Pestanp Batha.
Mr. Shapuji Hormasp Mistry.
Mr Lakhmidas Racyi Tairs:.
_ Mr. Kaitkhusru Ardeshir Enti then read from his statement*®
a pottion which dealt with a well at' No. 235, Bellasis Road.

The questions put to him in regard to that case and the answers
given by him are noted below :—

’

The Commassioner :
Q. Is that your own well?

4. No. It belongs to Khan Bahadur B. D. Patel, C.L.E,,
and I am lus attorney.

* Vile paper marked V1I,
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Q. Isit not a fact that I saw the well'on the 29th of May
last and found mosquito larvas in it ?

A. I cannot say whether you found larvee in the well or
not. There are various kinds of larva,

Mr. Cowasjs Jehangir : :

Q.. You mentioned in your statement that the wire gauze
over the well was damaged by Municipal Servants ?

v 4. Yes.

Q.. Will you tell us how it was damaged ?

A. Maunicipal employés damaged the wire gauze cover by
putting their fingers through the cover. Owmng to chmatic condi-
tions the cover gives way.

Dr. Sullna:

Q. Do you mean to say that although the Standing
Committee and the Commissioner had allowed you to keep a wire
gauze cover over the well, the Malaiia Department called npon

. you to have the well covered with concrete on the ground that
the wire gauze would not last for a long time ?

A. Yes.

Q. Then you mean that the Department concerned actually
went beyond the authority given to it under the orders of the
Commissioner and the Standing Commuttee ?

‘A, Yes. R .

Q. And you make a serious allegation to the effect that
damage was done to the wire gauze by Municipal employés.

A. Yes.

Do you make this allegation mow or did you do so

before "
A. 1 have not made it before.
Q. Whynot?,

A. The damacre was done only once I used to examine
the well every morning and have a look at the wire gauze cover ;
when I saw that some damage was done I made enquiries and I
was informed by the Malli that Municipal employés had done the
damage.

Q. Did you bring this matter to the notice of the Commis-
sioner or of the Standing Committee or the Malaiia Department
any time before this?

4. No. <
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@ Why not?

A. T had no time to write to the Standing Committee. |
!

Q What sort of a wire gauze was it ?

A It was an ordinary one. ~

Q. Did the Malana Officer tell you, notwithstanding the
recommendation of the Commissioner, that “wire ganze cover
would be allowed to you only once and that 1 future 1t would
not be allowed ?

A. Yes,

Mr. Enti then read another portion of his statement which
dealt with a well at premises No. 121, Medows Street.

The following questions put to him and the answers given
by him in connection therewith are noted below :—

The Commaisswoner :

@ You say that the Commissioner’s report to the Standing™
Committee 1 which he stated that the well was full of kutchra
was not correct. Did I not see the well ?

A. Yes. you did. There were more than 200 persons at the
premises and no one found kutchra in the well. When I was
served with a notice in which 1t was mentioned that the well
should be covered over within 14 days, I wrote to the Standing
Committee and the Committee requested the Commissioner not
to take any further action in the matter till the decision of
the Standing Committee was arrived at. Notwithstanding, this
immediately after the expiration of 14 days I was served with
a summons.

Q. Isit not a fact that at the instance of the Standing
Committee a postponement of the case was asked for but that you
objected ?

4. I did not object to the postponement: My Counsel
objected ’ . .

@ The case was proceeded with as it was insisted on your
behalf and you were fined ?

A. Yes.

Q Do you know whether the Resolution of the Standing
Committee was received by the Department after the summons
had been taken out?

A. T am not certain about it,
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Dr, Sullia:

Q With regard to this well all that you wanted was given.
What is the cause of complaint? Have you got the date of the
summons and the date of the Standing Committee’s order 1n
respect of the well,

No. ’

Q. Can you tell us whether the summons was taken out
against you atter the Standing Committee decided that the
Commissioner should not take further action for the time bemv
in the matter of the well?

A. 1 cannot say that.

Mr. Enti then read a further portion of his statement and
stated that 1f he was privileged to make certain statements, he
would place certain facts before the Committee. He claimed
privilege, because he would not like to expose himself to prosecu-
trons on that account.

The Hon’ble Sir Pherozeshah observed that it was not for

" the Commttee to lay down the law and that Mr. Enti must take
upon himself the responsibility for what he said at the meeting

Mr. Enti then read the last portion of his statement which
contained his suggestions regarding the procedure which should
be adopted to minimize the grievances of the people.

Sir Pherozeshah observed that it was not right on the part
of Mr. Enti to cast aspersions on members of the Corporation and
that he should not have made remaiks such as ¢ Corporators
swallowed the Commissioner’s report.”

At this stage, the Secretary read out from 'the.records of
proceedings the following dates on which letters from Mr Enta
were received and orders passed m regard to the Medows Stieet
well :—

On the 20th January 1913, a letter was received from Mr
Enti, requesting that the requiaition for hermetically closing the
well might not be pressed, that he might be allowed to provide a
double cover over the well with a tiap-door for removing the 100ts
of the * peeple”” tree and for repairing damage done by the roots,
aud a pump for drawing water and that i the meantime the
Commissioner might be requested not to take further steps in the
matter. This letter was forwarded to the Commssioner for
favour of remarks under Standing Committee Resolution
No. 6009, dated the 22nd January 1913. ) .

On the 12th February 1913, another letter was received
from Mr. Enii stating that, lis previous letter had heen
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forwarded by the Standmmg Committee to the Commissioner
for remarks but that in the meanwhile he had been served with
a summons to appear before the Chief Presidency Magistrate
for non-comphance with the Mumecipal requisition. This
letter was forwarded to the Commissioner with a request
that action 1n respect of the well might be stayed pending.the
decision of the Commifitee n the matter. '

On receipt of the Commussioner's report No. 228, dated the
3rd April 1918, the Standing Committee under their Resolutions
No 192,* dated the 9th Apnl 1913, requested the Commissioner
to allow, in addition to the pump, a trap-door for drawing water
until the roots of the ¢ peeple * tree had been destroyed.”

YIL.

Statement of Mr. K. A. Enti, Secretary, Jeejeebhoy
Dadabhoy Charity Funds, Joint Secretary, Rate Payers’
Assoctation and Legally Constituted Attorney of Khan
Bahadur B. D. Patel, C LE., and of Bai Ruttonbas, wife
of Khan Bahadur B. D. Patel.

“ With profound respect towards the City Fathers who-have
all assembled here this day to i1nquire into the grievances of the
owners of wells, I beg to submit that this kind of inquiry 18 an
event unprecedented in the annals of the Municipal Corporation
of Bombay and I do not hesitate to say that the result of it will
be lughly beneficial to those who are concerned. Much impor-
tance 1s attached onthe opinion of Dr. Bentley but we all know
that experts’ opinions are not always right and final. We should
not blindly accept all that Dr Bentley mentions 1n his elaborate
report right and correct, as we have in the past very sad experi-
ence of reports of experts especially in the ¢ase of the defective
construction of draimnage in the City which 1s the essential cause
of the Malaria Epidemic and Plague in this city. You will all
bear me out: that wells i1n Bombay do not play comparatively a
very important part in impairing the health of people here.
Many of these are in existence from times immemorial. Mosquto
larvio are not found so abtindantly in wells as they are
found in manholes of dramns and sewer, stormpipes, waterpools
formed by leakage from Municipal reservoirs, standpipes,
water taps, quarry holes, trenches by the sides of the two
Ralways and in monsoon everywhere and anywhere on road
sides and not the least the foreshores. May I therefore be

* Vede page 968, Vol, XXXVI, Part 11, Record 1913-13; pages 1010-11,
Vol XXXVI, Part II, Record 1912-13 and pages 41-42, Vol, XXX VII, Part II,
Record 1913-14,
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bold enough to 1equest you as City Fathers who are justly
and fairly expected to look after the health of those under
their care to let the public of Bombay know what imme-
diate steps have been taken to remedy the evil and how far they
have been found effective? Have the Municipal Authorities
taken any steps against the owners of large stables such as those
that are situated in the vicimty of the Byculla Club? I ex-
tremely 1egret to have to state that instead of abating the nuis-
ance they are day by day increasing it ; one single instance will
be sufficient here. At present the wast compound of the Byculla
Club has for its honourable occupants hundreds of untrained horses.
If I am correct Dr. Bentley himself has admitted that 1t would
not be sufficient to protect wells from larvee. There are millions
of adult mosquitoes and as soon as their favourite breeding places
are abolished numbers of these will seek other suitable locations.
If this opinion of your own expert 18 correct I am led to beheve
that the present system of destroying completely mosquitoes from
this city 18 nothing else but a farce.

I now come to a most important point which concerns both the.
City Fathers and their prctegees The Corporation have declared
its express opinion by a Eesolution No, 6784 of the 1jth Febiuary
1910 after a very careful consideratiom that 1t would be well
were the Municipal Commissioner and the Standing Comnhittee
to issue instructions to the Health Department that i carrying
out its Malarial campaign it should avoid by all means in its
power hurting the religious sentiments and feelings of such ot
the owners of houses as happen to have wells on their premises.
I am extremely sorry to say that this apinion of the Cerporation
has been most rulhlessly ignored both by the Standing Committee
and the Health Department by calling upon owners of wells to
fill in or hermetically cover instead of covering the wells with
mosquito proof-covering. It is to be highly regretted that Muni~
cipal Officers are indiscreetly concentrating their attention almost
entirely to wndiscriminately filling in or hermetically eovering of
wells. These officers have up till now done nothing in fact with
regard to their own cisterns, storm-water passages, &c. Dr Bentley
in his report at page 107 along with very many other sugges-
tions about wells in general says: Wells may be protected by
a cover of stone work or concrete, sheet iron, wire gauze or
wood fitted with a trap-door and stocked with suitable fish. In
gome cases wells stocked with large numbers of small fish of a
species known to prey upon mosquito larve require mo other
measure of protection if they are kept free of weed and
floating. Cannot the Health Department take this work
upon themselves and recover the charges from the owners
of wells ?
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The learned Doctor further says that if water is required for
use or 1f the owners are unwilling to protect their wells in the

manner stated already they should piotect their wells with a fitting

cover of won gauze of mnot more than ,% inch mesh or sound
wood planking or sheet 1ron with or without an accurately fitting
trap-door, etc. Instead of allowing the wire gauze of the above
description I know of cases in which the Department compelled
the owneis to have wire gauze of }; inch mesh.

Having said this I now proceed to enumerate a number
of instances in which owners of wells being left entirely at the
mercy of the Health Department have been molested and worried.

Re the Well at 235, Bellasis Road.

On 29th May 1912, the present Municipal Commissioner in
company with the Malara brigade mspected the above well and
decided that the well should be covered over with wire gauze with
a small trap-door, the key of which was always to be kept with

the Health Officer. This was objected to by the dwner’s attorney. -

On the same day a petition was made to the President and Memr-
bers of the Municipal Corporation. I may mention for your
information that this same matter was brought before the Stand-
ing Committee on 15th March 1911, and the Committee after
due and proper inquuy did not think to take any action against
hime For a second time this came before the Standing Commattee
of June 1912 and was referred to the Well Committee. The
Standing Commuttee on the report of the Well Commuttee decided
this question in his favour and allowed him the wire gauze cover,
which he was asking from the Health Departmeunt for the last
two years and upwards. The key of the trap-door was allowed to
remain with him and the insertion of a hand-pump was dis-
allowed on grounds of religious scruples. In the body of the
petition very serious allegations were made agamnst the Health
Department such as addressing one letter to him and keeping on the
record another quite different from the former and referring to a

letter which was never received by him. The petition was for-'

warded to the Corporation and-the Commissioner was requested to
investigate into this complant and make his, report. This trans-
pired mn June 1912, After full six months the Municipal Secre-
tary in December of the same year wrote to hum that his request
was granted by the Corporation but nothing was said about the
serious allegations that were laid against the Department, and
though more than two years have passed he has not received any
reply a8 yet. Now in respect of the same well the Special Assis-
tant to the Health Officer, Malaria, sent him an urgent letter on
2nd November 1914 saying that the wire gauze was damaged
and that the well should be covered over with concrete under
instructions from the Commissioner A reply was sent to this

»
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stating that the attention of the party was already drawn previous
to the receipt of the letter and that a new wire gauze cover was
placed. As the party had previously objected to the closmg of
the well with concrete on ground of religious scruples and as he
bad agreed before the Commitee to make good the damage
whenever his attention was drawn to 1t, he would not cover the
said well with concrete  That the damage in question was done by
the Municipal servants and that they should be warned against
repeating such pranks.

In support of the, allegation I herewith attach a copy ef
correspondence addressed to the Special Assistant to Malaria
Department from the Secretary of Miss Petit The Malaria
Officer in reply to the above letter stated that he would recom-
-mend the Municipal Commissioner to accept the wire gauze cover-
wng this fume on distinct condition that in future if of is damaged the
well should be covered over with concrete.

I therefore beseech you to advise me how I should
reply tothe Malara Officer who 1s over and above anxious
to have his free will cairied out, notwithstanding my undertaking
before the Committee to make good the damage when done
owing to chimatic effect only and not done by the Municipal
Servants.

ANOTHER INSTANCE OF HARDSHIP.
Re: The Well at 121, Medows Street.

There was a series of correspondences about this well from
December 1910 and then the question was not re-opened till
December 1912, when the Municipal Sub-Inspector brought to
me eight notices n the wames of parties that had depurted this
world some siaty, forty-five, thirty and twenty-five years ago,
instead of bringing fresh notices on proper parties, the saume Sub-
Inspector after a lapse of a very long time served a notice to me
as the Secretary of the Jeejeebhoy Dadabhoy Charity Funds.
The well was mentioned to be covered over within 14 days
Once more I had to trouble the Standing Committee and
the Committee vequested the Commissioner not to take any further
action m this matter till the dectsion of the Standing Commuttee was
arrived at. Notwithstanding the 1instructions immediately after
the expiration of 14 days the same Sub-Inspector brought a
summons and said that the Department was instructed to serve
summons upon the party without the least delay. I had there-
fore to address a second letter to the Standing Commttee stating
my grievances and the Commissioner was told not to proceed
into this matter. When the case for hearing came up before the
Court the Deputy Health Officer asked for a postponement to this,
and the counsel on the other side objected on the ground that



29

the case should not be postponed but the complaint should be
dismissed with lberty to bring fresh action when necessary.
The Presidency Magistrate paid no attention to this and fihed
the Charity Funds since the requirements were not fulfilled
within the stipulated time. The Mumnicipal Commissioner in
lus 1epoit to the Standing Commuttee then stated that as the
well was full of kutchra 1t must be closed. There was not even a
shadow of truth 1n this statement. The Commissioner was led
astray on the report from the Malaria. Department. The Stand-
g Committee after proper inquiry decided the question 1n my
fasour From this you will be pleased to see that no offence
was at all committed I am informed that such fines go into
the coffers of the Municipality. Is it not then equitable to
return the fine to the proper party when he was gulty of no
crime ?

Instance No IIT or MoresTATION AND WORRY

Three of the grand daughters of the, I'irst Baronet Sir
Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy sold away their property to another.and
the said estate stood in the name of the new purchaser on the
Municipal roll.  Previous to the sale the purchaser was a tenant
at will in the said house and somehow or other he managed to
keep the well open though notices were served to close it. This
was done during the regimé ot the present Malaria Officer. This
officer when Dr Turner went on leave was transferred to the
Head Office in the summer of last year and Major Harvey suc-
ceeded him  This Officer i a straightforward way began to
take actions against the well A fresh notice was 1ssued but the
subordinates purposely served the notice on one of the vendors
who thiice refused to accept the notice that she was no more the
owner. On the last occasion the notice was thrown against her.
A complaint was made to Major Harvey about this and the
mvestigation lasted for days and days together when the
Malaria Specialist was reverted to his old post. The Health
Department has utterly failed to trace the person who took the
notice. It 1s now left to your consummate ratiocination to draw
Inferences.

Ixstance No. IV

Messrs. Dossabhoy Bezonjee Motiwalla and D. P. Batha,
have also very serious grounds of complaint One was served
with a notice to cover a cistern which had no water 1n 1t and
the well of the other was taken up by the Malaria Officer to be
covered up by his own men without any warning and when a
complaint was made to the Commissioner no reply was sent to
him at all. T may here mention that 1f the Malaria Department



30

were to work bonafide there would be no ground of complaint
What is applicable to one must be applicable to all in such and
similar instances without any exception. If a iman wants to
keep his wells undisturbed he has to take resort to a particular
place 1n the Fort where he can through the medium of others
have his desire carried out by hook or by crook. In corrobora-
tion of this statement I may say that at Byculla, Gola Lane, Fort,
and tn very many other places there are wells whick ought to have
been closed long ago but have been still kept open notwithstandmg the
notices tssued agamst their owners.

In conclusion I take the opportunity of most respectfully
suggesting that the following procedure should be adopted to
minimise greater evils :—

(c) Whenever an appeal is made to the Standing
Committee or the Corporation aganst the decision of the
Commissioner that body forwards the letter of the appellant
to the Commissioner for favour of his remarks and the
report of the Commissioner 13 taken as Gospel truth

This system is most deplorable. The petitioner must be
given an opportunity of replying as for instance when the
Dhobi Talao was filled 1n by the DMunicipality cartloads
of silt from the drains were thrown into 1it. This was also
witnessed daily by some of the Corporators and even myself.
When late Khan Bahadur Dholoo complamned of this the
Commissioner reported to the Committee that the complaint
was not correct. - I wonder how those Corporators who them-
selves found the truth in Khan Bahadur Dholoo’s complaint
swallowed the report of the Commissioner. In futute in order
to put a stop to such ways of giving justice a Committee
of two or three should be formed to mnquire into the veracity of
the complaint and allow the complainant an opportunity of
giving a reply. The Bombay Municipality appears to be a mlch
cow, Petty employés earning about Rs. 30 per month while
going home from the office in the evening buy their bazar worth
two rupees every day. I know some cases in which Municipal
servants when they first got employment were very poor. They
had inherited nothing and they had no property of their own.
In a City like Bombay where prices of food are very high and
living is very dear a family man getting a salary of Rs. 200 or
250 cannot be expected after a service of a few years to erect
palatial buildings worth 60 to 70 thousand rupees. In order
to avoid this evil I think every alternate year an iventory of
the Municipal employés should: be taken as is done in some
Government Offices. I regret to have to state that I have not
dealt with other cases here owing to want of time, however, if
necessary, I promise to continue further at the next meeting ”
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Letter, dated the 19tk August 1913, from the Ag.
Secretary to Miss H. F. Petit, to the Special Assistant to

the Health Officer, Malaria :—
Ro: Well at premises No. 44, Forjett Street.

“ With reference to_my letter No. 1031 of the 15th instant,,
1 have the honour to place on record that as arranged, Miss H.
F. Petit’s medical adviser and myself attended at the spot, and
water was drawn from the above well and it was found
that no hving larves were found but only remains of some dead
nsects were all that could be found. Neither Culex nor Anophe-
les mosquitoes or larvee were found. Now it seems that it is
unnecessary to do anything further. Dr. Ranina, who was there
admitted that there were no hiving larvee to be sent for examina-
tion  Under the aircumstances I am directed to state that if you
st2ll think that 1t is necessary, some fish might be placed in th
well, and the matter might be closed here.” l )

Re : Well at 34-38, Tardeo Road.

With reference to the above well I am directed to point ou
that one of the servants of Mr. Bottlewalla, the tenant of the
bungalow, was pointed out by me to Dr. Ranina, as having com-
plained to me that some Municipal sefvant went tothe spot, about
five days back, and broke the wire gauze that was placed in the
middle of the well. Under the circumstances I have the honour
to request you to be pleased to make the necessary inquiries in
the matter and do the needful, 80 that such an injury to the
property might not be repeated. I am directed to point out that
the chinks 1n the well, which are complained of and the trap-door
will be attended to.

-

Letter from the Commaissioner, No. 18187, dated the
29th September 1913, to Mr. R. F. Wadia, Acting
Secretary to Miss H. F. Petit :—

““ With reference to your letter No. 1041 of the 18th August
last, I have the honour to point out that though you were asked
to provide a hermetical cover over the well at premises No. 34-38,
Tardeo Road, you covered it with wooden planks with a central
opening protected by wire gauze and a wooden trap-door. As
the arrangement is not mosquito-proof and the wire gauze has
completely given way the requimitions of the notice must bLe
carried out without any further delay.” '

L4
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_ Statement, dated the 1st February 1915, of M.
.gmsfza Pestanji Batha, re closing of well at 80 Goga
treet :— ’

“On,the 22nd August 1912, I received a notice, dated
17th June 1912, from ‘the Special Assistant to the Health Officer,
Malaria, in Bombay, stating that mosquito larve had been found
in the well in my premises, v:z, 80, Goga Street, and requirng
me to fill in or hermetically cover the said well.

2. On the 26th Angust 1912, I wrote a reply saying that
no such larva existed in the well and that the waters of the well
were used for domestic purposes every day as also for the per-
tormance of religions ceremonies and 1 also pointed out that the
said well was held in high veneration by several Parsis who some
times even worshipped the same in the orthodox manner.
Under the circumstances, I requested a reconsideration of the
matter and offered to put in as many Khajura fish as necessary
in order that mosquito larvee, if any, might be destroyed.

3. Two years after this, the Special Assistant to the Health
Officer, Malaria, restarted the same matter alleging that mosquito

larvee were bred in the well in spite of the introduction of
Khajura fish.

4. 1T pointed in my letter in reply of the 16th June 1914,
that if mosquito larvee had reappeared, it might be due to the
fact that the supply of Khajura fish in the well had gone out and
pointed out that from the very fact that the complaint had been
renewed after such a long lapse of time as two years it appeared
that the Health Department did not find anythmng to complamn
of during the iutervening two years and I requested a peisonal
examination of the well, and offered to put in Pikoo fish as well.

5. On the Ist of July last, that is to say, only a fortnight
after my said letter, I learnt with great surprise and pain from
my tenants that some labourers and a mistry had entered into
my house and had coramenced to put a wooden covering on my
well and had continued the work in spite of the violent protests
of my tenants. I repaired to the spot and challenged the mistry to
produce his authority for entering upon my premises and threat-
ened to prosecute him for criminal trespass if he continued the
work, as the work had been done without any intimation to me.
Whoever authorised such action was, I submit, guilty of most high-
banded and overbearing policy and was apparently acting beyond
his powers. In consequence of this protest, the work was aban-

doned and the materials removed.
L]
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6. Ilodged my emphatic protest against this action with
the Municipal Commissioner on the 1st of July and asked for an
explanation, but none was vouchsafed. 1 should have thought
that in common courtesy an expression of regret might have been
tendered or some explanation offered. I submit that nobody had
any 11ght whatever, without my permission or knowledge and in
the absence of previous intimation, to enter 1n my property and
todo worik on it  The action was all the more oflensive, as much
as correspondence was going on in the matter and if any such
action was within the limits of the powers of the authorities con-
cerned due intimation would have been given to me. . This is
probably an instance in which Municipal subordinates acted 1 a
high-handed manner either to frighten people or to assert in
a wrongful manner their authority

7 I was agan served with another notice on the 3lst
August last and as my tenants threatened to vacate the house if
the well was allowed to be closed altogether and as I was being
constantly pestered with notices and threats, I had no alternative
but to consent against my wish to cover up the well with wire
gauze and on the 27th October the Municipal Commissioner gave
me permission to do so, and have a trapdoor, same to be kept
under lock and key except when water was drawn for religious

purposes

8 I respectfully submit that this order will work a great
hardship on me and my tenants. There are five floois of my
house and the tenants of the whole house use the water of this
well and it will be highly inconvenient for them to draw water
from a single trapdoor. Moreover when pipe water 1s not avail-
able 1t will be highly inconvement for the tenants to draw water
from the well for domestic use and supply through a small trap-
door. The demand for water when pipe water 1s shut out would
he considerable and there would be great difficulty in supplying
the demand of all the tenants through a small trap-door.

9. I also beg to point out that there is no reliable evidences
to shew that as a matter of fact anopheles larvas are bred 1n this
well or that if they are bred they are not liable to be easily de-
stroyed or that their disappearance cannot be secured by the
introduction of a plentiful supply of Khajura and Pikoo fish which
I am prepared to introduce and the supply of which I am prepar-
ed to mamntain.

10 Inow and then get the well cleaned by emptying the
well and cleaning the whole of 1t, a process which 1s 1epeated
evely six or eight months Having regard to the fact that I
have been getting the well cleaned moie than once mn a year and
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that I am willing to put Khajura and Pikoo fish and mamtain its
supply and there 1s no 1elfable evidence as to the existence of
anopheles larvee I submit I should not be compelled to put any
covering on my well.

11. T had to submit lately to agree to adopt that course as
there was no other alternative having regaid to the attitude taken
up by the Municipal Commissioner and I wanted to save myself
from worry, annoyance and expenses of a Police prosecution. I
request the favour of this well being not closed up as the water
of this well 1sbeing used for religious purposes also as the well
itself is held in great veneration as above pointed out and if 1t is
closed the religious susceptibilities of those who have great
veneration for this well would be very much hurt.”

1X.

Statement of Mr. Shapurji Hormasyi M l{S‘l'T]/, proprie-
tor of House No. 373, Colala Road :— 4

“'The Malaria Department is woiking with one eye, and
that is, to close the wells of Bombay, either good, bad or indiffe-
rent, by fair means or foul. The Department is over-bearing,
insolent, harassing and annoying to a degree. Then conduct has
been so provoking that at times 1t might have led to a breach of
the peace.

Gentlemen, I am not exaggerating in what I say, and saying
it simply to malign the Department, but I am prepared to prove to
your entire satisfaction or to that of any judicial tribunal not only
every word but every syllable of what I have said, but you will
have to keep patience and if this enquiry is intended to be a
thorough and searching inquiry and not a superficial one, I sabmt,
I will have to request you to follow the voluminous correspon-
dence which I have brought with me and which dates as far back
as July 1912, and I hope thereby to convince you of the truth of

’my assertions. You will see from this correspondence that this
Department was working with the sole aim of having my well
filled in by hook or by crook and were i1t not for the perseverance,
great exertion and calm determination that I showed in these
proceedings throughout the whole period, that the Department
was thwarted in 1ts evil aim. I took the matter to the higher
officials but 1t was simply crying 1n the wilderness, and one was
made to feel that one was not living under the benign Brnitish
rule but was hving under a Turkish yoke. The higher officials
thought that any body who complained about the wrong domng
of the Malaia Department wele simply hars and they did so to
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put obstacles in the way of the Department. This well was brought
up before the Standing Commuttee of the Corporation for sanc-
tion to close it, but at my humble request that body exercised ia
wise discretion and appomted a Sub-Commuittee to enquire into
the question of my well. This Sub-Committee, accompanied by
the Mumecipal Commissioner, the Deputy Commissioner, the
Municipal Secretary, the Malara Officer, the Malaria Inspector
and other Municipal servants assembled at my premises on the
11th June 1912. I am pioud to say that I was then able to
satisfy the gentlemen of the Sub-Commuttee and the Municipal
Commissioner about the wrong-doing of the Department and the
way 1n which the higher officials were misled by the false state-
ments emanating from the Malaria Department and which tended
to encourage that Department to carry on its wrong-doing
further. The result of the meeting was the resolution of the
Standing Commuittee that o action was necessary in regard to
my well. Since the date of the meeting of the Sub-Committee at
my place covering 17 months, I have offered 73 inspections of
the well and 54 were actuaily taken without finding slightest
trace of Malaria Larvee. Still the Department 1s continming 1its
policy of pin-prick and annoyance now and then.”

’

X.

Statement, dated the 1st February 1915, of Mr.
Lakhmidas Raojee Tairsee re public and charitable well
situate at 94, Walkeshwar Road :—

“In connection with the above well notice was served on me
by the Executive Health Officer. being No 28484 of 1909-10,
dated 19th November, informing me that mosquito larvae were
found in the well and calling upon me to abate this nuisance by
filling in or hermetically covering in the said well. On 18th _
December 1909, I informed the Executive Health Officer, with
reference to the above letter, that the well in question was
ovethaunled, and as water was constantly drawn and used, there
was no possibility of larvee being found, and added that in my
opinion where water 1s drawn for examination to ascertain
whether it contains larvae or not, 1t is essential that the party to
whom the well belongs should be given an opportunity to be
present. I further pointed out the detects of ez-parte examination,
and requested that such an opportunity should be given to-me.
In the said communication I assured the Municipal Authorities
that I was not disinclined to consider such measures as may be
suggested and will adopt the same for the maintenance of the
said public and charitable well A copy of the above communi-
cation was forwarded to the Mumcipal Commissioner for the City
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of Bombay for his attention. On 2lst January 1910, Iwas
verbally informed that the Health Officer would visit the well at
3-30 p m. that day, and I should be present. As 1t was a mal
day I informed the party that it was not possible for me to be
present at the time named, and requested that another day be
appointed. I wrote to the Executive Health Officer on 22nd
January 1910 as above. When water of the sa1d well was examin-
ed (withoyt previons appointment in my presence), no larvae were
found. (Vide the report of the Health Officer, dated 5th February
1915 to the Mumcipal Commissioner). However, the Health
Officer recommended that, if the well is allowed to remain unclosed
or uncovered, there 1s every hkelihood of mosquitoes again breed-
ing. The Health Officer also adds in the said 1eport that as the
well was reported to be pesterined, the laivee must have been
killed. Thereupon the Municipal Commissioner by his letter
No. 36537, dated 12th February 1910, wrote to me that the
1equisition should be complled with. In reply to the above, on
22nd February 1910, I wrote to the Municipal Commissioner
expressing surprise at the requisition made therem and pointed out
again that short of closing the well I was willing and open to adopt
any reasonable suggestion. I further added that it was a publc
and charitable well whose water was used by the Marjadis and
others for religious purposes, and that it was 1 existence for over
60 years, By his letter No. D, 18299, dated 25th February 1910,
the Deputy Health Officer. D Ward, wrote to me 1nviting my
attention to his letter No. 28484 of 19th November 1909,
1equesting me to comply wrth the requisition contained therein
within seven days or to state objections. On 12th March 1910, I
mformed the smd Officer that my objections had been already
communicated to the Municipal Commissioner, and I referred him
to the said Officer.

Heie the curtain drops. Interval 2 years and 4 months.

By his letter M. 7123, dated 22nd July 1912, handed to me
on 26th August 1912, the Special Assistant to the Health Officer,
Malaria, informed me that mosquito larvee were found in the said
well, which is a nuisance and danger to health, and I was asked
to abate this nwsance by filling 1n or hermetically covering the
sald well, and that1f I had any objections, religious or otherwise, I
should state the same in wniting 1n seven days. By my letter
dated 31st August 1910, I informed the said Officer that no
opportunity, was given to me to be present at the examination of
water of the said well and _till such an opportunity was given, I
regretted not being able to go further in the matter. By his
notice No. 28 of 1913, dated 17th February, the Municipal
Commissioner under Section 381 of the City of Bombay Munci-
pal Act, 1883, with the approval of the Standing Committee,
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required me, within a month from date of service, to fill m or
hemetically cover the said well, warning me that 1f I failed to
comply with the said requisition, I would render myself liable to
penalty under Section 471 of the said Act. On 4th March 1913,
m reply to the above notice, I wrote to the Municipal Commis-
sioner referring him to correspondence on the subject of the said
well (and gave him particulars of the said correspondence), and
pomted out that no opportunity was given to me, though
suggested seveial times, as correspondence on records will show,
of being present at the examination of ‘water of the said well ; and
unless such an opportunity was given, the procedure adopted by
the Bombay Municipality spells more of “I want it and you
must do it,” and 1f, m spile of this requisition I was taken to law,
as threatened, I would place the matter before such a Court
of Law In the saild communication I requested the Commis-
sioner to place the said letter before the Standing Committee
with such remarks as he may be pleased to make, and let me
know if members of the Standing Commuttee are of opinion that
owners of wells are not to be given an opportunity of being
present when water is drawn for examination and to draw
samples at the same time for examination by both parties. In
reply to the above communication, the Municipal Commissioner
by his letter No. 1151 of 14th Apnl 1913 informed me that
larvee were found when the Special Assistant himselfinspected the
well and there 1s no reason to doubt the correctness of this and
the action must proceed. Thus no reply was given to me as to
the query 1a1sed nor was the communication placed before the
Standing Commuttee and their opinion passed on to me. There-
upon I wrote to the President and Members of the Standing
Committee on 28th April 1918, as under:— '

T should like to know when a party believing that a well is
fiee from mosquito larvae, in spite of contrary statement contain-
ed 1n the usual notice of the Malaria Officer, asks that the water
of the well be diawn 1n his presence, whether his request should
be allowed or not. 'Thanking you in anticipation, and soliciting
the favour of an ealy reply.”

Not having heard in reply I wrote on 5th May 1913 to the
President and Members of the Municipal Corporation detailig
my grievances. By his letter No 1486, dated 9th June 1913,
the Municipal Secretary wrote to me mforming that where parties
reside at the premises the well of which 1s to be inspected, they
are mnvailably called and shown laryes present in the well water,
but this 1s not possible where the’ parties reside elsewhere and
that 1n such cases 1t 18 always open to the owner to have one or
moie residents of the house appointed to whom larvae should be
shown on spection. Neither the Standing Commuttee nor the
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Corporatlon, enquired whether such an opportunity, though
repeatedly requested, was given to me and if not, why ? On the
other hand the Corporation contented itself by referring me to the
Municipal Commassioner, against whose decision I had appealed.
Such a procedure, in my opinion, 18 not in keeping with the 1deas
of even simple elements of natural justice, butto my regret I
found that the Corporation could not be made to see this, Thig
is tantamount to refusing to hear any complaint against the
Standing Committee and the Municipal Commuissioner, if so, one
fails to see the rawson d’etre of the Corporation and has the effect
of virtually establishing the Standing Committee Municipal Com-
missionerocracy. I was the more surprised at this action, when I
remember that there are on the Corporation members who roar
like lions on public platforms when Government refuses to separate
Jjudicial and executive functions in same hands. But nothing 1s
1mpossible in an age of short memores. I was summoned to
appear before the 2nd Presidency Magistrate on 22nd Apnil 1913,
to answer the charge of not complying on 1st Aprl 1913, with
Notice No. 28 of 1913, being Case No. M/281 of 1913, and after
some hearings I was fined Rs. 50. In this comnection I may
mention that the learned Magistrate refused my application to
summon the Municipal Commissioner and members of the Stand-
ing Committee and thus give me an opportunity of proving that
the Municipal Commissioner, as requued by the Act then in force
(subsequently this Section has been amended) bad not seen the
well and hence had not formed any opinion as required by the
Act, further the approval of the Standing Committee was not
taken with the full knowledge of the facts of the case. Not being
satisfied with the judgment 1n the case I moved the High Court
for a rule which was granted, and the matter coming on for
hearing the learned Judges set aside the conviction and directed
the Magistrate to dispose off my application according to law to
adduce evidence and finish the case accordingly.

In deciding the matter the learned Judge amongst other
things said —

“ But on one point at least we feel quite confident that the
evidence was relevant and that 1s on the point that the
approval of the, Managing Committee was obtammed on a
representation of facts which in very material particulas
was not accurate and therefore no true approval was obtamed
in which case the requsition of the Municipal Commis-
sioner was not a proper requsition. The case coming on
for disposal on the 18th November 1913, before the 2nd
Presidency Magistrate the Municipality withdrew the prosecution
unconditionally, In my case 1t was reported to the Standing
Commattee (mde proceedings of the meeting of 23rd December
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1912) wem 5512, * the party does not offer any objection” though
the fact wus otherwise. If your Committee will be pleased to
call for a statement from the Standing Committee since the
malaiia policy was started the number of cases in which they
gave appioval, and the time this matter took, such a statement
would be an eye opener to your Commttee and will show more
eloquently than one can say in words that the giving of requisite
appioval 1s but a solemn farce  Approval pre-supposes full know-
ledge, and I put 1t to you City Fathers, whether, under the pro-
ceduie adopted by the Standing Committee, 1t is possible for them
to have knowledge requisite to give approval So far as I know
and I say this open to correction the procedure was that the
Municipal Commssioner put before the Standing Committee a
statement of cases and asked for the requisite approval. Original
papers, letters, complaints and objections received from owners
were neither circulated nor actually placed before the Standing
Committee. Sometime before, 1 believe, members of the Standmg
Commuttee used to visit wells, etc., 1n question before giving
approval and why this salutory practice has since been discon-
tinued 1s for you to enquire, may be it 1s discontinued out of defer-
ence to Resolution No. 6784 of 14th February 1910 of the
Municipal Corporation =~ Why the practice referred to has been
discontinued 1t is for you to ask and the Standing Committee to
explain. It may be that while the object of malaria campaign is
laudable, 16 1s a melancholy fact that the way in wiuch it 1s
carried out, it entails unnecessary hardships, which are prevent-
ible with little more tact and more actual sympathy than the
public have been getting from the Municipality. The present
commttee if it leads to no better result than above referred to,
1. my opinion will not have met 1n vain.”

XI.

Leater, dated the 25th January 1915, from Mr. W. T.
Ilalai — '

“ With reference to the talk I had with you after the
Committee adjourned 1ts sitting I beg to send you my statement
hereunder containing a few instances to be placed before the
Committee and in case any member desires to be enlightened
on any question or point I shall be happy to attend on the
apponted day and time and give him such explanation as might
he within my power. The crusade aganst the well and the
Malanal policy in the way it 18 pursued by petty Municipal
Officials has caused considerable hardship and serious annoyance
and 1 several instances has given mse to petty corruptions.
On the Mumeipal Corporation indemnifying the complainants of
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the last named class against all costs and consequences inci-
dental to the charges of corruption, I think they will be too
glad to place the same before the Committee. It is not however
my province to wash this dirty linen and I rest myself content
with the following few suggestions which I have no doubt
will convince the Committee as to the real hardships of the
many voiceless people and I am fully confident that with sym-
pathetic treatment, at the hands of the Municipal Commissioner
and the Corporation, of this question many of the unnecessary
hardships will be removed. I think in farness to the Hindu
Community it will be admitted that there are over 60,000 (sixty
thousand) people in Bombay who do not touch or make wuse of
pipe water at all, and to that number could be added a fairly
large number of such of the members of their families who may,
personally have no objection to using pipe water and still
they have to depend upon well water unless they could make
separate culinary arrangements, and afford to keep double sets
of kitchens, which I fear a few of this class can affoid to do.
In therefore allowing the campaigns against wells 1n the name
of Malaria the Committee will be pleased to consider as to whe-
ther all these persons should be asked to leave Bombay ‘as un-
desirable inhabitants by closing up the wells. Several houses
with wells have had pulleys provided on each floor for conve-
. niently drawing water from each floor without having to go
down. The effect of small trapdoors where the same have been
allowed of 15" x 15" have taken away this facility entirely and
in particular in large houses people have to wait for a long time
before they can draw water out of these trapdoors. The further
effect of these trapdoors has been that whereas before the trap-
doors were forced, people used to get these wells cleaned periodi-
cally by getting any dust, cutchra or other materals which
might have fallen therein being removed, in order to keep the=
water clean, but the trap openings have taken away this faci-
lity. 'Water is not available to people when it is most requiied
in the forenoon for washing clothes, etc., and in the afteinoon
for cleaning pots, and even those who are not Marjadis but who
cannot; keep in their houses 8 large quantity of water for the
said purposes gre considerably inconvenienced. The house Ghaties
clean the privies, urinals and nahanies after the morning work
in their masters’ house is finished, and there is no water for
them in the pipes when it is most required in the forenoon
Besdes the water that is obtained is at such a low pressuie
that one hardly gets water even 1n Fort Waid in the morning
even on the 2nd floor and a tap on the ground floor can
hardly meet the morning requirements of such a house. House-
owners are also put to considerable hardships mn the name of
Malaria with regard to the water cisterns, etc., provided 1n the
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privies under the flush water closets. TWspapers we
always read about breed of Mosquito larys ‘cisterns and
pots, but I do not recollect to have eveat most of the
gullies 1 the various localities which st awfully and
appear to have been the least cared for stated to be the
sources of such breed and the most 1 question that I
think which requires investigation is it 18 the wells or
these awfully smelling gullies appools which breed
Mosquito larvee. It will be admi’ the excavations and
openings 1n the ground are als¢ “places for the Malarial
Mosquitoes since these sort ofis go over all the town and
all year round. The follownstances will show that the
hardships of an owner w' do not cease tall he has en-
tirely filled in the well, a:g as the same is not done, the
house-owner is entirely accy of a Malaria muccadam, a
clerk or inspector. Fry now and then unnecessarily
heckled with corresp.r threatened with prosecution At
times the requisit'd are so trifling and ridiculous or
written 1 such ge that rather than carrying on un-
necessary corresp if the Malarial Officials honestly
believed that 1t w: nuisance or danger to the health
of the inmates abours or people at large, rather than
call upon the ler the Municipality ought to do 1t
by 1tself, i '

In cases whroper covers to the well as required by
the Municipalitieen provided the requisitions from time
to time are mul follows :—

(I) To f the gaps in the cover over the well so as
to render therrangement perfectly Mosquito proof and
air-tight. '

(II) 'Tche perpendicular bar in the parapet well.

(IIT) sting trapdoor has now become non-lmosquito
proof.

(IV) ages of the trapdoor have been broken. The
whole arre must be made quite Mosquito proof and the
trapdoor pt constantly closed tnder lock and key. The
wire gauzof the sort provided is not likely to be perma-~
nently M oof. ‘

(V'mall hollow perpendicular bars are full of water,
They s}ﬂlledl\ up with cement immediately.

(ver over.the well 15 in quite non-mosquito proof
condiurvas of Awmopheles Mosquitoes are found breeding
and ¢ serious nussance.
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the last named class agamst all costs and consequences 1nci-
dental to the charges of coiruption, I think they will be too
glad to place the same before the Committee It is not however
my province to wash this dirty linen and I rest myself content
with the following few suggestions which I have no doubt
will convince the Committee as to the real hardships of the
many voiceless people and I am fully confident that with sym-'
pathetic treatment, at the hands of the Municipal Commissioner
and the Corporation, of this question many of the unnecessary
hardships will be removed. 1 think in fairness to the Hindu
Community it will be admitted that there are over 60,000 (sixty
thousand) people in Bombay who do not touch or make use of
pipe water at all, and to that number could be added a farrly
large number of such of the members of their famlies who may,
personally have no objection to using pipe water and still
they have to depend upon well water unless they could make
separate culinary arrangements, and afford to keep double sets
of kitchens, which I fear a few of this class can afford to do.
In therefore allowing the campaigns against wells 1n the name
of Malaria the Committee will be pleased to consider as to whe-
ther all these persons should be asked to leave Bombay ‘as un-
desirable inhabitants by closing up the wells. Several houses
with wells have had pulleys provided on each floor for conve-
niently drawing water from each floor without having to go
down. The effect of small trapdoors where the same have been
allowed of 15" x 15" have taken away this facility entirely and
in particular in large houses people have to wait for a long time
before they can draw water out of these trapdoors The further
effect of these trapdoors has been that whereas before the trap-
doors were forced, people used to get these wells cleaned periodi-
cally by getting any dust, cutchra or other matemals which
might have fallen therein being removed, in order to keep theé-
water clean, but the trap openings have taken away this faci-
lity. 'Water is not available to people when it is most requited
in the forenoon for washing clothes, etc, and in the afternoon
for cleaning pots, and even those who are not Marjadis but who
cannot; keep 1n their houses a large quantity of water for the
said purposes gre considerably inconvenienced. The house Ghaties
clean the privies, urinals and nahanies after the morning work
in their masters’ house is finished, and there 1s no water for
them in the pipes when it is most required in the forenoon
Besides the water that is obtained 1s at such a low pressure
that one hardly gets water even in Fort Ward in the morning
even on the 2nd floor and a tap on the ground floor can
hardly meet the morning requirements of such a house. House-
owners are also put to considerable haidships m the name of
Malaria with regard to the water cisterns, etc., provided in the
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our native cox‘mtmes Malarial Larvee and Mosquitoes are got rid
of— ;
(1) By periodically cleaning wells !
(2) By placing Golden or Khajura fishes or tortoise in the
wells

(3) By water-ducks.
(4) By exposing the wells to the light and heat of the sun.

The people with wells in their houses do pay water-tax
without using the pipe water, and there is therefore no reason
why the Mumecipahity instead of asking them to be closed up
should not clean the same periodically by pumping out water and
using the same either for sprinkling on the roads or flushing the
nelcrhbourmg gulleys  Personally as a Tax-payer I would not
even object if the Mumclpa.hty levies a small tax say of about
1 or 2 Rupees every six months on every house with a well,
provided 1t gets the well periodically cleaned or a petty requisi-
tion to the well carried out.

This will—
(1) Abate nuisance. ’
(2) Leave no room for breed of Larve.

(3) Save the Municipality coyfj of unnecessar y correspon-
dence and conflict with house-owner N

(4) Save the tax-payers and the law abiding house-owners
the worries of prosecution and persuatlons at the hands of petty
Municipal Officials,

)
(5) And dispel petty corr}{ptions.”

XIL

Letter, dated the 29th January 1915, from Mr. W,
1. Halai -—

“In continuation of my letter to you bearing date the 25th
instant and 1n reply to your, letter, dated the 26th instant to.
hand yesterday, I be,: to bring one further fact to the notice of
the Committee whics through oversight I omitted to mention in
my statement. Zout 2 days after my partial examination on
the last occasion Lhe Special Assistant to the Health Officer
attended to inspect the well of the house wherein I am a tenant
and intimated to me inter alia— y

(I) That the Municipahty had never required the well in
qlestion to be covered and that the landlady had done so of her
tree will.
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(1I) That it was covered over 5 or 6 years ago and long
before the Malarial compaign.

(I1I) That there were no Marjadis 1n the house except
my famly.

1 intimated to him there and then which I repeat here that
all the three statements were misstatements, because the land-
lady and her manager had come to me complaining and besides
the suggestion that rehigious Hindus would prefer to voluntarily
cover up their wells was on the face of it mdiculous He then
inspected a card which one of his assistants had brought showing
the result of the various inspections which corroborated my otate-
ment before the Committee. I further informed him that about
3 years ago when I came to reside 1n the house in question I had
to take several of my big articles of furniture from the rear
portion by having the same drawn np by the coolies from the
3rd floor, the passage and the 4th floor being too narrow
for taking up such articles and that one of such articles bad
actually fallen in the well which was entirely open and that
1 and others used to get the well periodically cleaned, and
that there were Marjadis on the 2nd, 81d, 5th and 6th floors,
who did not use pipe water, and if so required all such
persons may be inquired of. I bring these facts to your
notice because my httle experience has shown that on many
occasions entirely misleading reports are made and some petty
officials in order to justify therr conduct have 1ecourse to such
things about which the less said the better. I shall feel obliged
if you will kindly furnish to me a copy of any report that may
have been made by any Malanal officials with regard to the well
in the house where I reside.”

XIIL

Erxiract from the Minutes of the fourth Meeting of the
Committee, keld on the 22nd March 1915 :—

« The following representatives of the Signatories to the
petition to the Corporation, regaiding the closing of wells and
tanks in the City, were also present by 1nvitation :—

1. Mr. Shapurp Hormusyi Mastri.
Gajanan Sadanand Desal.
,, Kaikhusru Ardeshir Enti.
»» Naranji Dayal.

,» Lakhmidas Raoji Tairsi.
,» Sunderrao D. Navalkar.

In the absence of the President, Dr. K. E. Dadachanji was
voted to the Chal.

A
”

S i oo
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The Chairman informed the meeting that a letter had been
recetved from Mr. W. T. Halai, expressing his inability to attend
the Committee’s meeting as he had to leave for Cutch Mandvi
that day.

The Chairman also informed the meeting that the Commis-
gioner had forwarded, under his letter No. 40880, dated the
20th March 1915, a print of extract paragraphs from the Annual
Report of the Special Assistant to the Health Officer, Malar1a, for
the year 1914, and that it would be circulated to the members in
due course.*

Mr. Kakhusru Ardeshir Enti read’a further statementt giving
additional instances of hardship entailed on house-owners owing
to the action of the Malaiia Department. The following ques-
tions were put to and the answers given by Mr. Enti :—

The Commissioner :

Q Have you got anything personally to do with the case
of the Shivlal Motilal Malls ?

A. No. I am asked by Mr. Merwanji Alpaiwalla, Solicitor,
to bring this case to the notice of the Committee.

Mr. Enti then read the further portion of his statement
relating to a cistern at an oil mill in the compound of the
Sunderdas Mills at Tardeo. With reference to the strictures
alleged to have been passed by the Presidency Magistrate in that
case the Commissioner put to Mr. Enti certain questions which
together with the answers given by lum are noted below :—

The Commassioner:

Q. How do you say that the cistern contained boiling
water? Have you seen it ?

. Yes.

Who told you all about this case ?

Mr. Cama, Solicitor

Did the tank always contain boiling water ?
Yes

Here. Mr. Enti referred to a well at Nesbit Lane belonging
to Bai Mithibai Cawasji Petit. The questions put to him and the
answers given by him 1n connection with this are noted below :—

The Commissioner :

Q. Where is the property situated ?

A. In Neshit Lane

hORO M

* Vide Paper marked XVI
t Vide Paper marked XIV.
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Q. Who 1s the owner?

4. Bai Mathibai Cawasp Petat.

Mr. Enti further stated as follows .—

“We have received an official letter in which it is stated
that the well had been inspected by the Malarna Department.”

The Commisswoner :

Q. When you say “we have received an official letter”
what do you mean by ““ we”?

A. That is the parties conceined.

Mr. Enti further stated that the ispection took place
between November and February’ and during the whole of that
period only one larva was found.

The Cummissioner:

Q. When did this case occur ?

A.  After the petition was sent to the Corporation.
Dr. Subhw:

Q. You don’t know the date of mspection ?

4. No.

Mr. Gajanan Sadanand Desas then read his statement.* The
questions put to him and the answers given by him in regaid
thereto are noted below :—

The Commisstoner :

Q. Do you complan of any particular case ?

A. 1 am speaking generally.

Q. You say that a trap-door was allowed in your case and
that it was allowed on religious grounds. Was that so ?

4. Yes. As far as my caseis concerned I have no objection

to a trap-door being allowed and as far as my commumty 1s
concerned there cannot be any religious objection to this

Q. Can you give any instance where a trap-door is mnot
allowed ?
A. No 1Ileave it to Dr. Shroff. He knows it best.

Ar. Wacha:

Q. Do you know of any case wheie trap-door was not
allowed 1n spite of there being religious grounds therefor ?

4. T have heard of trap-doors not having been allowed in
some cases, but do not know of any case definitely.

® Vide Paper marhed XV.
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Mr. Shapurp ITormusji Mistry then began to read a corres«
pondence® relating to a case of covering a well at his premises at
Colaba and said that the correspondence showed what troubles he
had been put to mn that case. He submitted that as in another
wstance (1eferred to in the correspondence) some wrong had
been done to him he had insisted that the inspection should take
place 1n his presence. He was of opinion that wells should be
kept clean. His well was not covered with anything and though
1t was mspected 54 times, not a single larva was ever found there-
in Nevertheless, the question of closing his well was brought
up before the Standing Committee, though it was proved that
there were no larvae in the well.

Mr. Wacha:
Q. Have you anything to suggest ?

A. What I suggest is that instead of the Malaria staff
which the Corporation maintain at present there must be a staff
to go about and clean all the wells. If wells are kept clean,
malaria larvee will mot breed therein. You may charge the
owners for the cost of the staff. '

The Commussioner: "

Q. Do you mean to say that Malaria Larvee do not breed in
ciéan water ?

A. No. Ifthe well 15 cleaned from time to time there
should be no chances for the breeding of Malaria Larvse.

Q. How often would you have the wells cleaned ?
A. Once a fortnight or once a month. -

Q In your written statement you accuse the Malaria
Department of being unfair. Will you prove your allegations
agamst the Department ? ‘

A. Yes 1 have stated eyerything in my statement and
have clearly shown therein how the Department 1s harassing the
public. | ,

Dr. Jehangir J. Cursetji enquired whether the Commis«
sioner admitted the charges levelled by Mr. Mistry against the
Malaria Department, and if not, whether they could be substantiat-
ed by the correspondence, '

The Comnussioner repudiated the charges made by Mr,
Mistry.

Whilst Mr. Mistry was about to resumie reading the corres-
pondence he was asked that copies of it might be suppled to the
Committee so as to save their time at the meeting.

* Tude Papers marked XXV,
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Myr. Sunderrao D. Navalkar proceeded to read his statement®
in connection with which the questions put to him and the
answers given by him are as noted below ,—

The Conmvmassioner :

Q. Do you mean to say that larvee were never found in
your well ?

A. Yes. Never.

Q. Do you know that Dr. Shroff visited your well twice
and found larvee in it ?

» A. He visited only once in my presence.

Q. 1s Dr. Shroff’s statement that he visited your well twice
and found larvee therein untrue ?

A. He may have visited when I was away.

Q. Dr. Shroff says when he found larvee once and asked you
to come and see it you would not come down. Is 1t true?

A. No.
Q. Are you allowed a trap-door?

A, Yes. )

Q. Was it ever refused ?

4. No.

. Have you any grievance about getting water from the

well ?

4. No.

Q. You are not a medical expert ?

4. No.

Mr. Cowasji Jekangir:
Q. Have you got any complaint at present ?

A. Yes. What I have to say is that though larve are not
found in my well a trap-door is insisted upon. We want a well
quite open for religious purposes. If a well is covered we cannot
Light a lamp in the niche of the well.

The Commissioner :
@ You are a Pathare Prabhu ?
A. Yes.

@ Mr. Gajanan Sadanand Desai, who is also a Pathare
'Prabhu, informs us that he has no objection to a trap-door, whereas
you have an objection ?

A. He may have no objection, but I do have.

* }Vide Paper marked XXT
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. Mr. Cowasji Jehangir :
Q Now that your well is provided with a trap-door how 'do
you perform your religious ceremonies ?

A. Wae have to submit to the will of the authorities w1th
great inconvenience.

Q. Where is your house?
A. At Princess Street. !

Q. What other ceremonies you cannot now perform? Is
the lighting of a lamp in the niche of a well a ceremony ?

A. Yes. It is a ceremony. Besides the very idea of
covering a well is against our religious views.

Mr. R. S. Navalkar:

Q. Is that your case that when only once larve were found
the, Department: should not have nsisted upon action being
taken ?

A. On several (five) occasions they did not find larvee at all,
and yet they insisted upon the well being covered over. (

@ Mr. Desai says that if a trap-door 1s allowed religious
purposes would be satisfied. You don’t agree with h1m 7

A. 'No. 1 don’t agree with him.

Dr, Jehangir J. Cursetji:

Q. How often did the Malaria Officer’s men visit your well
in your presence ?

N

A. Once.
Q. Did they find larvee ?
4. No. )

Q. 'How often did they visit your well in your absence ?

A. T do not know. All these visits were paid by Inspectors
and one visit was paid by the Malaria Officer.

Q. During the visit of the Malaria Officer were larveo
found in your well ?

4. No.
Q. Then in your absence it was found ? :
4. Yes.

The Commissioner: '

Q. When larves were found was there no one present in
your house ?

4. 1 do not think anyone of my own family was present.
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Mr Laklmiduas Raop Tairses smid that he had already put in
a written statement® and that if anybody wanted to ask him any
questions he was prepared to answer them.

Dr. Jehangir J. Curselip enquired whether the written
statements put in by Mr. Tairsee were admitted or repudiated.

Mzr. Tairsee replied that 1t was for the Commuttee to say that
and added that if they wanted to ask him any questions in the
matter they could do sp.

No questions were asked by aaybody, but Dr. Sukhia, how-
ever, suggested that in view of the fact that Mr. Tawrsee’s state-
ment was a long one—nearly 9 pages—it would be better if
Mr. Tairsee would tell them the gist of his complaint.

Mr. Tairsee accordingly gave the following points which he
considered to be the chiet grounds of his complaint .—

(1) The party to whom a well belongs should be
given an opportunity to be present at the tuxe when the
water of the well is drawn for examination.

(2) The Standing Committee who are supposed to

have a knowledge of the subject never consider any case

. fully. .Original papers, letters, etc., are never circulated
to the members of the Standing Commuttee.

In this particular case he said, without attmbuting any
motives to the Malaria Department, that an incorrect report
was made to the Standing Committee and though he pointed it
out to the Standing Committee and the Corporation none of them
cared to go into it. The speed at which they were woiking was
very great. Nearly a hundred wells were, o1dered to be covered
by the Standing Committee 1n about 4 or 5 munutes and 1if this
was the way in which the work was being done by the Standing
Commuttee 1t would be much better 1f one gentleman was appoint-
ed who would do the work in a better manner than the Standing
Commnuttee itself. The Standing Committee did not care to enter
into the matter. .

Mr. Tairsce further observed that according to the Municipal
Act, he considered that the Malana Department was working
ilegally and that the Commissioner had no power to delegate his
authonty. DBut that as the Section had since been amended he
had nothing to say 1in this connection. He was prosecuted by
the Municipality and fined by the Second Presidency Magistrate,
but in the High Court the Magistrate’s decision was set aside and
the fine refunded  If the Standing Committee had cared to read
the correspondence they would have given him justice

® TJ.de Paper marked X
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Di. Master

Q. You say in your statement (page 2) that « when water
of the said well was examined (without previous appointment, in
my presence) no larva was found However the Health Officer
recommended that 1if the well 1s allowed to remain unclosed or
uncovered, thete is every likelithood of mosquitoes again breed-
ing ” Is 1t coriect? }

A, Yes. It 1s so.

Q Later on on page 3 you say *“my objections had been,
communicated and the Municipal Commussioner and I referied
him to the said Officer. Iere the curtamm drops. Interval 2
years and 4 months.” TIsit correct that no action was taken for
2 years and 4 months? -

A. Yes.

(Here the Commussioner pomnted out that Mr. Tairsee was
referring to a period when the Malara Department had not been,

created )

Q Aftes the Malaria D'epa.rtment was created did you
bring torward any objection ? .

4. No.
Mr. Navalkar

Q. At page 7 yousay “In my case it was reported to the
Standing Commuttee ‘the party does not offer any objection’ though
the fact was otherwise.” What do you mean by this ?

A. I had taken objection, but somehow or other through
oversight a wrong statefient was made to the Standing Commut-
tee on which possibly the Standing Committee came to that
conclusion  Notwithstanding my objection the Standing Com-
mittee was informed that no objection had been taken by me and
they passed orders. 1 do not want to charge the Committee but
I say that it is quite possible that an incorrect statement is made
to the Standing Committee.

~

Mr, Cowasji Jehangur :
e
@ Do you mean to say that the Standing Committee did _
not take any action on the statement placed before them ?
4. Yes, because they never caled to go into it.

The Commissioner .

Q. In 1912 you had heen scrved with a notice ?
A, Yes. -



Mr. Cowasji Jehangir:

Q. Do you mean to say that before a report was made to
the Standing Committee by the Commussioner you received a
notice calling upon you to do a certain thing ?

A. Yes. I wrote to the Standing Committee, but having
heard nothing from them I wrote to the Corporation. I did not
know at that time (1912) that a wrong statement had been made
to the Standing Committee. It was in 1913 (Apnl) that I
wrote to the Standing Committee that a wrong statement had
been made to them and that I had objected to the action taken
by the Municipahity.

X1y.

Further statement, dated the 22nd March 1915, of
Mr. K. A. Entr, Secretary, Jeejeebhoy Dadabloy Charty
Funds, Joint Secretary, Rate Puyers’ Association and
legally constituted Attorney of DBat Ruttanbai, wife of
Khan Bahkadur B. D. Patel. >

INSTANCE No. V or MOLESTATION AND WORRY.
Re : Sivlal Motilal Mills, Tardeo.

The Malaria Specialist addressed a letter No. M/787, dated
11th October 1914, to the owner of the Mills, and asked him to
cover the cisterns that were found by him to bieed Malana larvae
He further warned the owner, 1n case the requirements were not
fulfilled, further actions would be taken against him. In fact theie
were two cisterns 1n the Mills which were’ never 1inspected. One
was entirely mosquito-proof and the other contained hot water.
Mr. Merwanji Alpaiwalla of Messrs  Bicknell, Romer and Mer-
wanji, on behalf of the owner, rephed to the Malaria Office fully
on the 18th November 1914 1n this matter On the receipt of
this letter the Malaria Officer sent another letter No. 23963, dated *
14th December 1914, 1n which he distinctly stated that fno further
actions would be taken in this case. T'he owner of the Mills had
to mcur a certain amount of expenses for this conduct of the
Malaria Department.

INSTANCE No. VI or MoLESTATION AND VWORRY.

. Re. An 0ud Mill in the compound of the Sunderdas Mlls
at Tardeo,

In this instance, Mr. Davar, the owner, was prosecuted for
not covering the cistern, in the Police Ccurts. VWhen the case
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came out for hearing before the Presidency Magistrate, it was
found that the cistern contained boiling water. The learned
Magistiate, before allowing the prosecution to withdraw, is said to
have passed the following remarks :— It 18 not the closing of the
wells, &c , that cause irntation to the pubhic so much as vexatious
prosecutions like this.”

InstaNCE No. VII or MoLestaTioN AND WORRY. ,

I am very recently informed that the Municipal Commission-
er has lately 1ssued a notice against a person to cover the well
with concrete, becauso, on inspection, one solitary larva was said
to have been found in it.

XV.

Statement, dated the 22nd March 1915, of Mr. Gajanan
Sadanand Desar :—

“T beg to submit my respectful protest against the entire
closing of the wells in Bombay. But before I state the reasons,
it would be well if I state the class of society I belong to, for the
question affects the whole class in the way heieinafter mentioned
I am a Pathare Prabhu, living at Thakurdwar C Ward. My
community numbers about 4,700 people, all lving in Bombay.
I now proceed to state the grounds on which my objection is
based :— - '

First,—The supply of water we get from the tap is not
sufficient for all our purpose. We require water not only for a
bath and cleaning pots, but also fér washing clothes, dhoters
and saris, which are not sent to the Dhobies. It is a religious
practice with our people, both males and females, that they put
on newly washed clothes every day before offering their prayers
or taking their meals. Hence the daily washing of those articles
of dress. Further we live in Joint families and require a very
large quantity of water for the daily baths of all the members of
the family and 1t is difficult to store such gquantity, because,
the tap 1s open for a short time from 5 A.M. to 9 a.M.

Secondly.—On particular occasions, such as the occurrence
of a death 1n the family, a large quantity of water becomes 1m-
mediately necessary, and it would be a cruel hardship if the
family has to wait t1ll the tap water becomes available. On such
occasions, the members are not allowed by religion to touch
anything, to eat end drink, unless they hawe taken a bath and
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washed the clothes on their persons. If such casualties take
place between the hours of 9 o.M, and 5 P M., no tap water can
then be had, for the taps are kept closed during these hous,
Under these circumstances they must be allowed to have recourse
to the use of well water for the purpose of bathing and washing
their clothes.

Thirdly.—On the following special holidays wells and well
water ate absolutely necessary for religious purposes *—

(1) Dunng the Ganpati holidays we do not join the
tomtom procession and take our Ganpatees for
immersion to the Sea, but we do this ceremony
at the wells of our houses and consequently
require a well for the immersion

(2) The Rushi Panchmi day is strictly observed by
our ladies. OUn this day well water is essential-
ly necessary for every lady of the house to have
a bath. The water has to be drawn out of the
well with her own hand:. For 1t must not be
touched by anybody. All this can be well
managed, 1if our wells are allowed to remamn

’ unclosed.

(3) The Shih Saptamiday. This holiday falls on the
7th day of Shravan. Every lady of the house,
who has children, worships well in her com-
pound to safeguard the interest of her
affectionate children and preserve their health
from all satanic powers.

(4) During the Munj and marriage ceremonies well
water has to be drawn for the performance of
those ceremonies.

Fourthly.~—On general grounds common to other com-
munities, it may be pointed out that the Municipal authorities
have not yet provided for the contingency which not infrequently
happens, when the main pipe 1s under 1epairs aud no tap water

.is available for a whole day, nor have they provided any supply
of water within easy reach which can be available when a fiue
breaks out. Under the circumstances I submit my respectful
but emphatic protest agamnst the entire closing of wells, until
those contingencies (and there may be others) are provided
against, I submit that if in the interest of the health of the
City it is necessary to close wells, a trap-door may be allowed
to be thete, so that all the difiiculties suggested above may be
avolded and the health of the City ensured.”.
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XVIL.

Letter from the Commissioner, No. 40880, dated the
20tk March 1915 -—

«Tn continuation of my letter No. 29408 of 4th December
1914, I have the honour to forward herewith for the information
of the Malaria Committee a print of extract paragraphs from the
Annual Report of the Special Assistant to Health Officer,
Malaiia, for the year 1914 ™

Extract paragraphs from the Annual Report of the
Special Assistant Health Officer, Malaria, for the year 1914.

20. During the last 3 years, 1,831 samples of well water
were analysed by the Municipal Analyst and out of these only
204 were declared fit for potable purposes, giving & percentage
of 11 14 as fit. The following table shows the result in detail :—

_— 1912, 1913 1914, | Total

Fit for potable purposes ... e w79 ( 85 40 204

Unfit for ,, » ) e on s 589 701 164 ,1,2;54;

Objectaonable or suspicious ... o] 86 117 60 263

Ut B § | 59 28 98

No opinion can be g1ven  wa  wen  ees 5 7 - 12
570 969 —;92_ —1,8-3—1—

22. These trap-doors are invariably left open and warning
letters have to be addressed to the owners. During the . year
under report 283 letters were addressed to parties to keep the
trap-doors constantly closed under lock and key, out of which 40
were sent under the Municipal Commissioner’s signature.,

'
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28. Splesn Ezamination —House-to-house 1nspection of
children for enlarged spleen was continued during the year. The
following table shows the result of Spleen Census by wards and
sectiong :—

Total No. with
Ward. Section. No enlaiged I}’)ercen:age lt’)erCent(alxsge
examined, | spleen 7 section | by wards.
| .
1
A |Colaba - see 430 39 9 06
Fort South aedl 20 4 2900
Fort North . 1,337 159 11 89
Esplanade we oo 249 40 |, 19 67
2,056 251 12-32 12-32
B |Mandvi .. sl 469 28 5-97
Chukla ... . 25 0-00
Umerkhad: [ 453 23 5 07
Dongri .., ot 684 45 6°53
Market o .es bY6 45 7°56
2,232 141 6-81 , 6°81
C {Dhobi Talao o 702 62 8°83
Fanaswadi.. . 236 9 381
Bhuleshwar aee 284 10 353
Kumbharwada ... 501 20 399
Khara Talao [ 476 20 420
2,199 121 5-50 5°50
D |Chowpati e o 115 28 20 00
Khetwadt ... . 803 30 593
918 53 677 577
E [Tarwadi e oo 688 83 479
Byculla ... oes) 1,311 64 4 88
1st Nagpada wes 146 2 1-86
2nd Nagpada . 134 6 4 47
Tardeo s e 126 5 400
Mahaluxm 72 3 4-10
2,476 118 |° 436 456
F |Parel o .. 487 20 487
S10D4. o oo 49 .o 0 00
186 20 4-11 4-11
Total ... 10,847 699 6-76 676

29 TFrom this it will be seen that Fort North, Esplanade,
Chowpati and Fort South sections show high percentage. As
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regards Fort South, the number examined is very small, as this

section is mostly occupied by offices. 3

Chowpata included the examination of City Improvement
Trust temporary sheds and Permanand’s chawls, Ilere the high
percentage is due to outsiders from infected villages ¢oming a;nd
occupying these chawls. ’

There thus remain Esplanade and Fort North, showing res-
‘pectively a percentage of 19 67 and 11 89.

30. The spleen rate in these sections in the previous years
was as follows :—

Sections, 1909. 1910, 1912, 1913. J 1914,
Fort North e P 4944 o 40 48 1627 1189
*
Esplanade vee | 7338 - 484 27 37 1563 1967

It will be seen from the above table that Fort North shows
still greater improvement over the figures of the last and previous
years, whereas Esplanade section shows a little higher figure than
last year This 1s due to the changing population in the poor
class chawls, including the bigaries’ chawls, to the east of Frere
Road and in the City Improvement Trust temporary sheds near
the Carnac Bridge where children with enlarged spleen come
tiom infected districts. In the City Improvement Trust chawls
there weie 14 enlarged spleens out of 94 examined and in the
Palton Road Health Department chawls theie were 16 out of 62
examined.

31. The following table shows fthe spleen rates by "wards
for the last four years:— :

Ward 1910 1912 1913 1914,

A v e e e 299 33 50 1687 1232
B . e e 130 1503 318 e
Cove e e 59 999 489 |, 550
D v we e e 27 390 341 | 577
E

e eae  eee  are 18 11 40 496 456
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Thus, A Ward shows gradual reduction 1n the spleen rate
since the last three years.

32. The spleen rate for the whole City was 6 75 against
5 87 during the preceding year.

- 33. The following table shows spleen rates by castes :—

No of No with
Castes. children enlarged Percentage
examined spleen
Hindus ... - o - 6,971 460 659
Mahomedans er . . 1,767 95 540
Parsees ... o . . 1,057 101 955
Christians . s s . 354 30 847
Jews o . e - 206 13 634
Chipese oo s o 3 600

34. The Parsee spleen rate was almost the same as last
year. . <

35. The following table shows spleen rate by castes for
the last four years:—

Castes. 1410 1912 1913 1914
Hindus s . o | - 165 1065 171 659
Mahorredans... . s e 205 488 676 o 40
Parsees - we e . 247 1996 915 965
Christians ... we e 133 826 997 847
Jews o . o oee oee sneon 696 647 634

NOTE —All these rates are below 10 per cent.

In the case of a healthy area, the average spleen 1ate amongst
children is not above 10 per cent.; a moderately endemic area,
it is between 10 and 25 per cent; a highly endemic atea, 1t 1s
between 25 and 50 per cent. and a hyperendenmuc area, 1t 1s
above 50 pe1 cent.
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86 Medical Tnspection of Parsee School Children —Dr. K.
K. Dadachanji, Medical Secretary to the Zoroasttian Conference
has successfully carried out a scheme of medical inspection of
Parsee childien attending schools. In all 12 schools in the aity
were examined by different Parsee medical practitioners, and out
of 1,946 children so examined, enlarged spleen was found in 273
cases, giving a percentage of 14 02. This percentage 1s higher by
4 47 over the figures arrived at by this office. Thisis due to the
large number of children examined, including those residing
outside the City of Bombay and attending the different schools.

39. Dr. Sir T. B. Nariman has supplhied us with the
following spleen rates of the females attending the Parsee
Lying-mn Hospital in Fort .—

- 1910 .. ... 10 per cent.
1913.. . . e 184,
1914 ... we. e .. 296,

4. The Jomnt Schools Committee of the Bombay Munici-
pality recently appointed three Medical Practitioners to make

medical inspection of all children attending the Municipal
Schools. ;

In all 8,714 children wére exanuned during the last year, and
out of these 254 had enlarged spleens giving a..percentage ot
291.

i
41. The following table shows the spleen rate by castes as
taken by these Medical Practitioners :—

. No.of {No with
Castes children | enlarged | Percentage
eXamined | spleen

.

%

Hindus we  wo e e e w1579 213 | 283
Mahomedans ... s e s 866 25 288
Parse;s e v - 219 9 |, 411
Christians P o e s o 11 2 1818

Jews e s "o ven e . 39 B 12 82

8114 254 291
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42. This return shows a_very low spleen rate amongst the
three principal Indian communities, #12., Hindoos, Mahomedans
and Parsees.

-

43. Random Sampling.—Random sampling was continued
during the year under report. The parasite rate by wards and
sections was as under :(—

No. 1n I#]
No of P.€ P.¢ | A
Section, Month. specimens s:"ctta by by :a;
examined pfouzd section | waids K
{ Bsplanade ... May .. o m 4 360 |)
t
A { Colaba  ...May and June... 52 o 000 {» 251
] L
( Fort North.July . e 76 2 263 |)
239 6
B Dongri  ..|October - 70 1 142 142
Dhobn Talao {February  and
c September ... 143 1 069
13%
( Fanaswadi...[March .. e 73 2 273
216 3
Khetwad: ...]JApr] and Au-
b gast ... e 148 3 202
186
l Chowpatr ...;November ... 67 1 149
. 215 4
Mazagon ...[January sl 63 o 000 1|
E tTarwadx « [August .. 44 1 227 '>_ 158
Byculla ...lMarch and Nov- !
ember ors 145 3 206 |J
252 4
Total we]  svesnee [ 992 18 [ sewee | 181
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45. The following table shows the mortality from Malaria

by wards :— =

Ward | 1908 | 1509 | 3910. | 1911 | 1012 | 1013 [ 1914
A e . 77 72 80 81 91 65’ 51
B we w.| 133 7 78 12 101 47 25
C e wee| 41 15 50 52 58 53 43
D e 38 20 29 23 23 24 22
E  w .| 35 51 Y 39 56 i1 45
Fow o b 1 9 9 22 10 11
G - e 6 6 1 10 7 mwi_ 9
Harbour 6 17 9 8 3 4 8

Total . 341 293 293 834 360 261 213

46. The result of the spleen and parasite rates of the tem-
porary City Improvement Trust chawls near Carnac and Palton
Roads was as follows :—

— l 1909 ’ 1912 1913 1914
Spleen raﬁes s eee _— 56 36°00- 18-01 14-89
Parasite rates P . .. 40 19-17 3.12 444

47. The following table shows at a glance by wards the
Spleen and Parasite rates and Malarial Mortality for the last
4 years:—

Mortality from

Spleen Rates \ Parasite Rates. Malaria
Ward, 1910,1912 11913 I 1914 lmo 1013 l1913.l1914- g l 2|5 l§
~ 13l l3

oo|29 9] 83°50| 15°87| 12°33] 348 1054 2-98| 2-51] 80 91| 65| 62
«|13-0{ 15°03] 3 18| 6-81| 18-1) 3-01| 2-89| 1-42| 78| 101] 47| 25
59 9-99) 4-89 5-50) 84-bH) 14-14) 1-88] 1-38] BO| 58| B3] 42
~| 2°7) 8-90] 3-41) 5 77| 8-8 0-00] 0-00] 1-86 29| 22| 24] 22

H g9 % »

oo 1 8 11 40 4-96] 4 5G] 3-8/ 7-97| B5-+45| 158 37 86| 47| 45
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76. The following table shows by wards the number of
wells in each ward, filled in, covered over, &c., up to the end of
December 1914 :—

g

— = -
2 |=8|8 |5 =
' g8 2812 1BEl |3 3
(2|8 18252 |85 . (5 |5
E— S1E1e |5zEls e8|l = & |2
B a = <@ (3~ g 2 8 Z’
“ @ {2 o= E - Erg 5 E g 3 gn
|2 = B2l aiva S gp) o 3
|| EELE5PE5E 8 °sl5s) 5 | F
. 1B (88le3leglagl 5 |BR|2Ei8 182
5| o lo®los|as] & CRERS o © £ a 3
vz |4 |z (7 |25 B |[PIA|A
£
Colaba we e 651 113 171 21 18] 2] 1] B| «e 3} . 5
Fort Sputh .. o B3 160 200 Bl 71 8] woe | aon | woe | e ] e 2
Fort North ...  -f 508 64[ 133| 11| 211f 5| 18] 14| 9 24 2 25
Esplanade wes s _6_8 _l_‘ __1'_7 __§ 14 2 8 _2 il IR S
ko3| 95| 187) 36| 51 T3\ 27| 21| 9 37 3|
Mandn we |78 13] 15| 8[7 18] 1] 6| 15 1} ... 1
Chukla we o] T4 % 320 5| 121 3| 1| 10] 1f wee | e 3
Umerkhadi . - 49| 16| 12 3 4 5l 4] 2l o | wa ] .. 3
Dongri e o 14] 81 2 1f b [ een | eee | R 2
Markes we o« 264) 16) 71} 331 93] 39 o 8| 6 5 ..| 11
476|569 13| 49 T84| 28 20 80| 9§ 6| . | 20
Dhobi Talao e o] 04| 31| 81| 91 7200| 7| 17| 40| 4] o | 1| 14
Wanaswadl ... .o [ 263{ 17 28 13| 817 12( 9| 44 B 3 2| 38
Bhuleshwat ... {175 13) 38} 11} 43| 6| 3] 27 1f .. 1| 33
Khara Talao... vee] 12 1 1 ... 4] ... 1] 8] e | won | ons 2
Kumbharwada .. 48] 8| 6 2| 14 2 3| 14 1L w.d 2§ 1
892) 64 154 85 342 27| 33/ 128) 12 3 6| &
Khetwadl e o] 219| 84| 52| 117681 9| 5| 15| 3| ...| 1| 21
Girgaum .. ..| 332 25 82| 9 53 9 5 49 2f 4} 1 93
Chowpatl e - 1401 301 41} 4] 382] 4 Bl 17| eae | eoe 1 6
Walkeshwar Lor 3210 170 14 Bl 27 6l 6] 16 1 2l 1| 237
Mahaloxmi ... - 89| 10{ 13 AL N 1 T _16
91| 116/ 202\ 86/ 196 80| 26| 115| 6| 7| 4| 163
Mazagon . o) 98| 18| 13" 1|7 15]7 3| 2| 81| e | enn [ e | 14
Tarwadi ... ] 111} 20( 19| 8| 18 7 & 24 1 2 3 9
2ud Nagzpada... - 8l 1 38 .. H eee { oo | woa | o 2 L.
Kamatipura .. w| 8 3l 3] e ] vee | eo0 | oo | Gaa | vae | uen 1
Tard€oe. s -~ 311 9 9. 4] 9] .. 7 S | R 3
Ist Nagpada we o] 2| 1] wef ot ) | I R ee | oee
Byculla - . 58} 13| 18] | 14 1] eee B| eee R S 1
Lower Mahaluxmi .| 37| 9] 6] 2| 6| o.. _ Bl 5[ ee | _2 4
348 70| 71| 12| 60| 13|_10| eS| 3; 4| 6| 32
Total of A—E Wards [§309] 404| 740! 158| 973| 110| 116] 863l 3] 4o 18/ 338
—_—] ——
) _eoe | w083 | ] 40 1§
Parel vee  owe oo | 951 14f 8| ... 1) 2| 82 DI wen | oee | e | 19
SEWTL ae . eee] 112] we 1] «- 1 o | 15 16 vee [ wne | 79
Bion e e ese| 325]  8f e | . 2] 1| 49 T8 e | ere oo 158
531 22| 9. 4] B|_96( 14| awe | woa [ | 206
Mahim | 516 11| 4| 1| 3| .. | &ol s1f. e | wee | 411
Worll wee wes = 362 13| 3| ... | .. 54 39 .. 0w | o |43
90R| 2a|  7p 1 3| . [134] 90| | o | | 049
Grand Total ...|[#749] 450] 7631 169] 980! 113| 346 6%4( 38 d4of 181243
e | e e
931, | 1,083 632




63

\

77. Very little is bemg done in F and G wards and our
efforts have been mamly in the fiist five wards of the C1ty "

78. Out of 3, 309 wells in A, B, C,Dand E wards, 2 391
have been protected giving a percentacre of 72-25 to the total
number.

Out of the remain\ingl 8—
116 are under fish t’rial,
862 are under correspondence.
38, work to be done by Municipal agency.
46 under legal notice.
18 in Court.
338 not breeding at present.

If we take the whole city (i.e., 4,749 wells), then the percont-
age of wells and tanks pxotected (1, e., 2,464) to the total number
comes to 51-88.

79. The following table shows the number of prosecutions
for wells and fanks instituted and their results from the beginning
of the Malaria Department up to the end of 1914 :—

I?: ta.olf Nos compli 00 Percentage of
rose- | e wuh, || Amount convictions . -
Years c!x)mou o | withdrawn | .50 " of to the Remarks,
‘ 1nst1- and fined fine. number of v
tuted. acquitted. * cases heard.
I
Re.

1912 99 79 13 134 14:34 7 cases
postponed
to next
year,

1913 389 296 46 479 1319 56 do.

1914 226 228 32 434 1239 21 do.

Total. 714 |- 603 90 1,047 1498
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80. The following table shows, in atabular form, the actual
wotk done during the year and also the figures for the same from
the beginning of the Malaria Department up to the end of the
last year :—

Total
— 1912, 1913, | 1914. | fromtne
beginning
No of wells filled 1n e e ame]  *244 119 87 450
No of wells hermetieally covered . *400 332 189 921
No. of wells covered with trapdoers ... 381 407 305 1,043
No of wells covered, etc, without resort 616 348 248 1,307
to legal action
No of wells,etc, reported to the Stand- 250 547 3321 L118
1ing Commiuttee or the Municipal Com-
missioner
No of wells, etc, 1n which sanction of 214 531 321 1,066

the Standing Commattee or Mumicipal
Commissioner was recerved.

No of houses 1inspected by the staft {208,804 | 217,366 {175,770 601,540
(including repetitions)

No of notices 1ssued re: cisterns &€ we| | o 1191 1253 1,372
No of cisterns hermetically covered ..| 1,161 690 23428 4,79
No of children examined for spleen ...| 13,026 | 18,613 | 10,347 40,986
No. of blood slides examined e« ...| 1,833 1,717 1,207 4,257
No. of larvas samples classiied . ...] 3,517 2,722 3,204 7,443
No. of lectures delivered ... e .- 15 7 2 24
Quantity of quimine distributed ...  ...[ 33,660 | 51,604 [ 30,476 114,730

Grs 11 9,400 | 13,150 | 8,050 30,600

Grs 1v 23250 | 38,454 | 22,426 84,130

No of pools treated with pesterine .| 11,473 | 39,435 | 47,679 98,587
No of odd receptacles removed ... - . 3,878
No of letters outwarded ... e o) 27,780 | 31,236 | 34,058 93,069
No of letters inwarded ... s o] 20,043 | 22840 ] 27,793 70,776

* Figures for 1913 include those cases also as are complied with prior
to 1912.

81. The total expenditure of this Department from April
1912 to 31st December 1914 wag about Rs. 1,52,261.

XVIL

Memorandum, dated the 22nd March 1915, from
Mr. Dinanath Jagannathji—Forwarding, for information,
copy, as follows, of his letter to the Standing Commuttee, dated
the 20th March 1915 :—

« T beg most humbly and respectfully to forward herewith
for your information and favourable consideration coples of the
correspondence that has passed between me and the Special
Assistant to the Health Officer, Malar1a, and the Municipal Com-
missioner for the City of Bombay, respectively, mn respect of the

L =
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Municipal requusition to cover a well on my, premises No. 25 («)
at Fanaswadi Street, and to request that you will be so good as
to spare time to peruse 1t and to note some of the points rased
in my letfters to the above officials as well as 1n their replies. The
correspondence 1tself will acquaint you with all the circumstances
of the case and the attitude taken up by the authorities concern-
ed, in connection with the said well although it breeds no
anopheles mosquito larvee  As several points of importance have
been raised by me in the accompanying correspondence, I beg
most earnestly and humbly to request that you will kindly con~
sider the matter on 1ts merits in the light of the statements made
by me, by appomting a Sub-Commuttee of some ot the members
of the Standing Committee who may be requested -to wisit the
said well and to examine the water thereof in order to satisfy
themselves that the facts mentioned 1n my letters are correct. I
have taken this opportumty of approaching you with a view to
obtain redress at your hands 1n view of the fact that the Muni-
cipal Commissioner, Mr. Cadell, has so geneiously decided not to:
consider hereafter any further communication on the subject
from me. (Vude Commissioner’s memorandum No. 89743, dated
the 10/11th Maich 1915, numbered 13 in the accompani-
ments.) Hoping to be excused for troubling you in this way and

trusting to receive your favourable reply and redress in the
matter

Letter No. M[1793, dated the §th July 1914, from the Special
Assistant to the Iealth Officer, Malaria, to Mr. Dinanath
Jagannathji,

“ I have the honour to inform you that mosquito larvee have
been found in the well in your premises No, 25 (a), Fanaswadi,
which constitutes a nuisance and danger tn health, You are
therefore requested to abate this nuisance by filling in or herme-
tically covering the said well. i

A further inspection will be made in 7 days, when, 1if no-
thing has been done further proceedings under Section 381 of the
Municipal Act will be instituted in the matter.

If you have apy objections against compliance of the
requisition asked for above the same should be sent in in writing-
within 3 days from the receipt hereof. If mno reply is received

within the aforesaid period, 1t will be presumed that you have
none to offer.”

N. B.—1It may be stated here that all that this Department
requires is to protect the well from mosquitoes and not in any
way to prevent the water being used  This can easily be achiev-
ed by covering the well with concrete, and by providing a hand-
pump which can be had without rubber or leather valves.
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Letter, dated the 21st .July 1914, from Mr. Dinanath Jagan-
nathyi, to the Special Assistant to the Health Officer, Malaria.

“1 have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter
No. M/7793, dated 8th July 1914, which came to hand on the
17th instant, informing me that mosquite larvee have been
found in the well in my preniises No. 25 (a), Fanaswadi, and
thereby it constitutes a nuisance and danger to health and there-
fore calling upon me to abate this nuisance by filing in or
hermetically covering the said well.

In reply I beg to protest against the said requisition on the
following grounds, viz..— .

? 1. That the said well has been in existence for over 70
years and that it has heavy® and big natural
springs on all sudes of it and as thousands of gallous
of the water are daily, fiom morning till late in
the night, used by my tenants, it is 1ather surpris-
ing that 1t contains mosqurte larve.

2. That on or about 13th June 1910, the services of the
Maunieipal Pulsometre were engaged to empty the
said well for the purpose of cleaning if, but the
water from the matwal springs bemg too heavy
for the said Pulsometre to draw, the men in
attendance worked for the whole day and then
informed mie that they were surprised at the heavy
flow of water from the springs and were unable to
empty it and comsequently they had to stop work-
ing by about 6 o’clock the same day. The water
in the said well always remains, even in the
months of May and June, at least 4 to 5 feet deep
in spite of the extent to which it is used by my
tenants.

3. That the said well at present. contains more than 20
to 25 dozen of Pickoe, Khajura, and other sorts of
fish and that it is every now and then cleansed
and: kept clean by my staff employed by me to
look after the property. The water frem the said
well has been 1n the past and is also every mow
and then taken out and examined by me person-
ally, but no larvae has ever been found as reported
by you. I am always for the sake and benefit of
my tenants taking every sort of steps and precau-
tions, to keep the well and its water clean and in
good condition.
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4. 'That the water in the said well remains plentiful even
at the end of hot weather and it is of very great
importance and necessity to keep the well in
existence for any immediate use, such as in the
case of fire, &c., on my premises, and as well as in
the locahity. I may here mention that you will
not find such a plentiful supply of pure and good
water in any of the wells in the locality, except in
the 2 or 8 wells on the propeity known as Mr.
Jagannath’s Chawls.

5. That from the experience, which I have gained
during the last two or three months when the
water-pipes were not running on account of bursts
in the maimns, I would here mention that all the
people 1n this locality and fiom the whole of the
said Fanaswadi Lane and other localities came and
tetched water from the said well for their domestic
use and that on those days the said well was used
by them the whole day.

Under the circumstances mentioned above I shall be glad if
you will kindly see your way to withdraw the said intimation and
instruct your men not to take any steps 1n the matter as directed
n your said letter. In case you are not in a position to do this,
I shall further be obliged if you will kindly instruct your Inspec-
tor to make an appointment with me on the premises, so that 1
may explan the matter fully to him and satisfy him that the
well in question does not contan larvee as reported by you in
your letter under reply. .

Lastly, before concluding this letter I may point to you that
the 1eal places where mosquito larvaee are bred are the gullitraps
placed at the mouths of gullies which are seldom flushed by the -
Municipal Departments and kept clean. As I am a resident of
Gugaum I am in a posifion to know how matters stand and I
can, 1f necessary, quote one or two instances of this natwe.
Again I beg to diaw your special attention to almost all the
puvate lanes and gullies, as also public roads where the dirt,
earth and sweepings aie thiown by the residents, which are in
most cases the chief breeding places for mosquito larvee and not
the wells only, as contemplated by your Department, and which
tequire your special and immediate attention and careful supervi-
slon.

Hoping to be excused for troubling you in this manner and
thanking you 1n anticipation.”
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. Letter No JM[9925, dated the 29¢h July 1914, from the Special
Assistant to the Health Oficer, Malaria, to Mr. Dinanath Jagan-
nathjee :—

“With reference to your letter, dated the 21st instant, I
have the honour to mform you that I peisonally inspected the
well on the moining of the 25th instant and found larvee of
anopheles mosquitoes breeding theremn. This, I regret, 1s a
serious nuisance and cunnot be allowed. However, under the
circumstances mentioned by you I shall obtain the Municipal
Commissioner’s approval to the well being covered over with
concrete leaving a small trap-door to enable you to draw out
water for religious purposes. In the meantime I would request
you to commence providing a concrete cover over the well 1n
question, as it cannot, I regiet, be allowed to remain open.”

Letter, dated the 3rd Auyust 1914, from 3r. Denanath -7ayan-
rathjee, to the Special Assistant to the Lealth Oficer, Malara —

* I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter
No. M/9925 of the 29th ultimo delivered to my house on the
80th idem and note with surprise and regret that you still main-
tain that the said well contains larvae of anopheles mosquitoes
breeding therein and which, as you say, were found on your
personal inspection of the well on the moining of the 25th July
1914, and theirefore you suggest that this being aser10us nwsance
1t cannot be allowed and that the said well be covered over with
conciete leaving a small trap-door, which you will be good enough
to allow to be kept after getting the Municipal Commssioner’s

approval to that effect.

In reply I am to say that since the receipt of your fiist leiter
of the 8th July last and my writing you in 1eply thereto on the
21st 1dem, I have been also visiting the said well every alternative
day and inspecting the water theiefiom with a magmfying glass
This has proved the piresence of some small objects 1n the well,
but those, I contend, might be the result of the fish breeding, as
this is the season for them to breed. At the same time 1 may
here mention that since my wnting you on 2lst ultimo, I am
informed by my tenants and the staff to the effect that Municipal
Officers have several times visited the place and enquired of those
of my tenants who were present there, as to the purposes for
which the water from this well 1s being used, and some other Iike
questions were put to them and after 1eceiving reples from them,
they took down some notes and went away.

I am at a loss to see why the Municipal Authorities should
insist to have those wells coveiled or closed which are cleansed and
kept in good order and condition by their owners. I still man-
tain that the wells on our propeities are being kept clean and
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good condition at & great expense, only for the benefit and cone
venience of our tenants, as you will see from the fact that they
have been 1n existence for over 70 years, and are maintained and
kept in such condition and state that although our tenants are
using water therefrom for all purposes including drinking they
have never suffered fiom Malaria fever. If the wells on our pro-
perties are the serious nuisance you complain of, I cannot under-
stand why there have not been constant complaints of malarial
fever prevaling amongst the tenants who are living there for
more than 30 or 40 years. On the contrary they are greatly
pleased and are always glad to live on these premises because those
are kept in a very clean condition and all sorts of conveniences
are afforded to them. Again I may say that the present supply ~'
of pipe-water is not at all suflicient for our tenants and therefore
1t 15 very essential for them to use well water the whole day for
their daily domestic purposes and that by keeping one small trap-
door will not serve their purpose of drawing water and they will
suffer great trouble, hardship and inconvenience.

Under all the above circumstances and as shown in my
previous letter, it is very essential and of great importance that
the said well should be kept open. I shall be much obliged,
therefore, if you will kindly see your way to reconsider the matter
allow the said well to be kept open and instruct your men not t(;
take any steps in this conunection

Hoping to be excused for troubling you again in’ this

manner.”’

Letter No. M/11206, dated the 11th August 1914, from the
Special Assistant to the Ilealth Officer, Malaria, to Mr. Dinanath
Jagannathjee,

« With reference to your letter, dated the 3rd instant, I have
the honour to inform you that the well was again inspected by
me personally after the receipt of your letter under reply and was
found to breed larvee of anopheles mosquitoes. I regret therefore
I cannot allow the well to remamn open. The fixing up of a
hand-pump for domestic purposes and the provision of a trap-door
for religious puiposes will obviate all objections, and I would ,
therefore request you to attend to the requisition asked for without

delay.”

Letter, dated the 19th August 1914, from Mr. Dinanath Jagan-
nathjee, to the Special Assistant to the Health Officer, Malara.

« T have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter "

No. M/11206, dated 11th instant, and note with surprise and re-
gret that you cannot allow the well in question to remain open on

)
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the grounds that it has been found to breed larvee of anopheles
mosquitoes.

In reply I have to say that the chief places for ‘breeding
larvee are not so much the wells, as all those places 1 Bombay
where the monsoon water is allowed to accumulate during this
season and that, it would appear, no active steps are being taken
by your Department, which has a very vast staff as well as funds
at 1ts disposal, to mitigabe this nuisance. You will always find
that, in these monsoon days, mosquitoes are abundant in every
part of the City and that nothing has been done to mimimise the
nuisance; but on the other hand your Department is always
putting forward the wells as the chief cause and asking the owners
to fill in or close them. I may here mention that most of the
street gutters as well as private gullies, &c, are full of larvee-
breeding mosquitoes and that nothing is being done by the
authorities in this connection. As a resident of Girgaum I can,
on authority, state that there ave no wells upen in my neighbour-
hood with one exception—which, I am smprised to see, having
missed the attention of the authorities, 1s still open—and there
are nevertheless at present very many mosquitoes in the neigh-
bourhood causing great inconvenience and loss of sleep at night
Will you please therefore let me know the cause of the presence

of the mosquitoes above refeired to, seeing that there are no wells
open in this vicimty ?

Agamn I would earnestly call your attention to the fact that
it is very difficult for my tenants, who belong to the middle and
poorer classes, to make a store of the water, which 1s required by
them during the whole day and might for their domestic uses and
that 1t is therefore of very great importance to keep the said well
open. My tenants particulaily require water every day from
%am., to 2 pm. dming the day and fiom 4 pm to 10 pm.
at night when the pipe water is not available. ith regard to
vour suggestion that a hand pump should be installed for the
domestic purposes I am to say that the maintenance of the pump
will, from time to time, cause me inconvenience and expense, as
the same will be used and worked not only by the adults but also
by the children and will be constantly getting out of order.
Again the provision of a single trap-door will not suffice for the
requirements of the people who hold about 25 tenements on the
said property.

I may here also mention that I quite agree with the views
expressed by the Hon’ble Mr. Manmohandas Ramji, who
presided over the public meeting of the citizens of Bombay held
on 4th August 1914 1n the Town Hall for the pwpose of ex-
pressing the general feeling and sentiments of the citizens
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against the closing of wells in this city by the Municipal
Authonities and sending a Memorial in this connection to His
Excellency the Governor of Bombay. \

Under these circumstances, as well as those referred to in
my previous letters and pending the final decision of His }'*Jx-
cellency the Governor on the abovementioned Memorial, 1t is
earnestly hoped that you will kindly defer taking any further
action 1n this matter. ‘It is also humbly and respectfully sug-~
gested that no further action sheuld be taken by your Depart-
ment in urging the owners of the wells to close or eover them
aganst thewr feehng and sentiments and those of the general
public.

Hoping to be excused for troubling you again in this

manner,”

Letter No. M[12969, dated the 28th August 1914, from the

Special Assistant to the Health Oficer, Malara, to Mr. Dinanath
Jagannathjee,

¢ Wath reference to the correspondence ending with your
letter, dated the 19th instant, I have the honour to state that the
matter cannot be deferred and farther steps are being taken to
enforce the requisition of this Department.”

Letter, dated the 5th September 1914, from Mr. Dinanath
Jagannathjee to the Special Assistant to the Health Oficer, Malaria.

“ With reference to your letter No. M/[12969 of the 28th
ultimo I have the honour to mote, with regret, that further steps
are being taken to enforce the requisition of your Department .
without deferring the matter in question.

In reply I beg to say that, from the correspondence that
has passed between you and myself it appears that your
Department has not enlightened me on amy of the poimts put
forward therein but 1s trying to repeat the sante arguments and
asking me to close the well in question. As your Department
18 one of enquiry as well as an Executive Office I fml to see
why no satisfactory answers are coming forward to the several
questions raised in my previous letters. Again I may here urge
that a single trap-door will not suit the conveniences of my
tenants as also the installation of a hand-puntp will put me and
my tenants to gieat trouble ewing %o censtant repairs, etc.,
being required.

Under the circumstanices mentioned above and those
mentioned in the previous letters, I shall be much obliged if you
will kindly allow me to provide the well with a trap-door on each
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of the four sides of the said well subject to the following
conditions :—

1. That two out of the four doots may be permitted to
be in constant and daily use by my tenants, the
other two to be kept closed under lock and key or
screwed down. These two doors will, 1n case of
any emergency, such as the stoppage of the pipe
water owing to bursts in the mams or any other
causes, fire, &c., be opened and used.

2. That I may be allowed to cover the well in
question with Shahabad stones, with the provision
of the above requested four trap-doors, and that
no requisition by your Department for the installa-
tion of a hand pump be enforced.

In order to avoid further correspondence in the matter I
have put forward the above proposal with a hope that 1t will
receive your favourable consideration and sanction. Failing this
I shall have no other alternative but to approach the highe:
authorities in this connection.”

A(2)

Notice under Section 381 of the City of Bombay Municipal
Act, 1888, as amended by Bombay Act, No. VI of 1913.

C. Warp.
No. 308 of 1914-1915.

To
DINANATH JAGANNATH, Esa,
OwNER oF PREMISES No. 25 (a)
at Faxaswapr STREET, BomBay,
( Jagnnath Chawl).

Whereas in my opinion the well in your above nrentioned
premuses is a breeding place of mosquitoes, now pursuant to the
provisions of Sub-Section (1) of Section 3881 of the Caty of
Bombay Municipal Act, 1884, as amended as aforesaid, I do
hereby require you within fifteen days from the service hereof
to provide over the saxd well a cover of concrete leaving two
18" x 16" mosquito-proof Christie’s wire gauze trap-doors fo be
constantly kept closed under a lock and key and fix in a haud
pump if required.
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If you fail to comply with the above requisition you will
render yourself hable to the penalty prescribed 1n that behalf by
Section 471 of the said Act, unless, within the time prescubed‘
for compliance, as aforesaid, you deliver to me written objections
to such requisition, pursuant to Sub-Section (2) of Section 381
aforesaid.

Dated this 26th day of October 1914.

(54) K B SHROFF, (Sd.) P. R. CADELL,
Special Assistant to Municipal Commissioner
the Health Officer, for the City of
Malaria. Bombay.

NorE :—TUnder Section 68 of the City of Bombay Muni-
cipal Act, 1888, as amended by Bombay Act No VI of 1913,
the Municipal Commissioner has empowered the Special
Assistant to the Health Officer, Malaria, to exercise, perform
and discharge the powers, duties and functions conferred and
imposed upon and vested 1n the Commissioner by Section 381
of the said Act, as so amended.

Letter, dated the 13th No vember 1914, from Mr Dinanath
Jagannathyi, to the DMunicipal Commissioner Jor the City of
Bombay :—

“ T have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your
Notice No. 308 of 1914-15 dated 26th ultimo,~and served on me
on the 4th instant, requiring me to provide over the well at mv
premises No. 25 (a) situate at Fanaswadi Street, a cover of
concrete, leaving two 18’ x 16" mosquito proof Christie’s wire
gauze trap—doors to be constantly kept closed under a lock and
key and fixed with a hand-pump if required.

In reply, I beg to protest against the said requisition on the
following grounds.—

1. That the said well having been in existence for over
70 years, has heavy and large natural springs on all its sides,
and as thousands of gallons of the water are daily from
morning till late in the night used by my tenants it 1s
rather surprising that it 1s a breeding place of mosquitoes.
The water in the said well always remains, ‘even in the
months of May and June, at least 4 to 5 feet deep in
spite of the extent to which 1t is used by, my tenants.
The well has already been stocked with 20 to 25 dozen of
Pickee, Khajuia and other sorts of fish, and lately I have
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added another 15 to 16 dozen of Picke fish to the
previous stocks and the said well 18 every now and then
cleansed and kept clean by the staff employed by me
The water from the said well has been 1n the past and 1s
being at present also taken out and examined by me
personally, but no larvee has been traced 1 1t. I have
always for the benefit of .my tenantstaken every sort ot
precaution and steps to keep the well and its water clean,
pure and 1n good condition at a great cost and expense

That the water in the said well 18 s6 plentiful that it 1s
of great importance and necessity to keep the well mn
existence for any immediate use, such as bursts in the
water-pipe mains, fires, etc, and that you will not find
such a plentiful supply of pute and good water 1s any of

0

the wells 1n this locahity except in the 2 or 3 wells on

these properties. From the experience, which I have

gamed during the recent period of bursts in the pipe
mains, I would here mention that all the people in this
locality and from the whole of the Fanaswadi Street and
other localities came and fetched water from the said well
for their domestic and drinking purposes and on those
days it was used the whole day by them

I may here point out to you that the 1eal places wheie
mosquito Jarvee are bred are the gully-tiaps put up at the
mouths of the gullies which are seldom cleansed and
flushed by your departments. Again, the other places for
such breeding are all the private lanes, guilies, public 10ads
where earth, dut, sweepings, etc., are thown by the
regidents. I am at a loss to see why the Municipal
authonties should 1nsist to have those wells covered o
closed which are cleansed and kept in good oider and con-
dition by their owners, and further to see that no effort is
being made by your departments to mitigate the nuisance by
adopting measures to keep the drains, side-gullies, public
or private lanes as clean as possible. Such places of nui-
sance as drains, gullies, etc, are the chief sources, which,
I, as a resident of Girgaum, can prove fiom the fact that
with one exception theie aie no wells open in my neigh-
bourhood, and there are nevertheless at present very many
mosquitoes in the neighbourhood causing great incon-
venience and loss of sleep at mght. Most of the gutteis,
gully-traps, etc, 1 this locality are full of laive-bieeding
mosquitoes but nothing 1s being done by the authorities 1n
this connection.
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4. Agam I would earnestly call your attention to the fact
that 1t 15 very dufficult for my tenants, who belong to the,
nuddle and poorer classes to make a store of the water,
which 1s required by them particularly every day from
5 am, to 2 p.m. during the day and from 4 pm to
10 p m. at night when the pipe water is not available
With 1egard to your suggestion that a hand-pump should be
fixed I beg to say that the maintenance of the pump wall
fiom time to time cause me inconvenience and expense as
the same will be used and worked not only by the adults
but also by the childven and will in consequence be” eon-
stantly getting out of order.

5 In connection with your opinion that the said well is a
breeding place of mosquitoes, I caunot understand why
theie have not been coustant complaints of malarial fever
prevailing amongst the tenants or my neighbours who have
been living there for more than 30 or 40 years, although
the smd well has been in existence for over 70 years, and
the water thetefrom has been used by them not ouly for
domestic purposes but also for drinking purposes. Again
the present supply of pipe water being insufficient for my
tenants holding about 25 tenements on the said property,
it 18 very essential and of great importance for them to
use well water the whole day for their domestic purposes.

6 I may hete also mentiorf that I quile agree with the
views expressed by the Hon'ble Mr Manmohandas Ramy,
who piesided over the public meeting of the citizens of
Bombay held on 4th August last i the Town Hall and
the views lately expressed by Mr. D. E Wacha 1n the
Corporation Meeting ; and therefore it 1s eminestly hoped
that you will kindly defer taking any further action in all

. such cases of compelling the owners of wells to close them
against their feelings and sentiments and those of the
general public as 1t 18 understoed that a memonial in this
connection has been presented to His Excellency the
Governor of Bombay by the citizens and that a Committee
has been lately appointed by the Corporation to deal with

and thiash out the whole question on the motion of
Mr. D. E. Wacha.

Under the circumstances mentioned above I have the honour
to request you to be good enough to withdraw the said notice

and nstruct your men not to take any further steps in the
matter,"”’
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E

Notice under Section 381 (2) of the City of Bombay Muni-
cipal Act, 1888, as amended by Bombay Act No. VI of 1913

C Wair.
No 390 of 1914-1915.
To .
DINANATH JAGANNATH, Esq,
OwNFR OF PREMISES No. 25 (a) at FaNaswapy STRFET
(JagannaTH Caawl), BoMBay

' Wheteas by Notice No. 308, dated 26th October 1914, you
were required pursuant to the provisions of Section 381 of the
City of Bombay Mumcipal Act, 1888, as amended by Bombay
Act VI of 1918, to provide a cover of concrete, leaving two 18"
x 16" mosquito proof Christie’s wire gauze trap-doors to be
constantly kept closed under lo:k and key and fix in a hand-pump,
if required, over the well in your abovementioned premises, and
whereas pursuant to Sub-Section (2) of the said Section 381, you
delivered written objections to the said requisition which objec-
tions have been duly reported to and considered by the Standing
Committee. And Whereas the Standing Committee have decided
that the said well must be covered over as aforesaid and have
approved of my instituting a prosecution against you under Sec-
tion 517 of the'said Act 1t you should fail to cairy out the said
work. Now, I do hereby require you within fitteen days from
the service hereof to provide a cover of conciete, leaving two 18"
x 16" mosquito proot Christie’s wire gauze trap-doorsto be
constantly kept closed under lock and key and fix in a hand-
' pump, it required, over the said well, and I warn you that, 1f you
fail to comply with this requisition, you will render yourselt liable
to the penalty prescribed in that behalf by Section 471 of the
sald Act —Dated this 9th day of February 1915,

‘' (3d) K B. SHROFF, (Sd.) P. R. CADELL,
Special Assistant to the Municipal Commissioner
Health Officer, Malaria. tor the City of Bombay.

Letter, dated the 2nd March 1915, from Mr. Dinanath
Jagannathys, to the Munwipal Commusstoner for the City of Bombay.

«T have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Notice

No 390 of 1914-15, dated 9th February 1915, which was served

ou me on the 22nd 1dem, informing me that the Standing Com-
\
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mittee having considered my objections have decided that the well
on my premses No 25 (a) at Fanaswady (Jagannath’s Cha\v',l) N
must be covered over and therefore requiring me within 15 days
from the service of the said notice to provide a cover of
concrete, leaving two18' x 16" mosquito proof Chrnistie’s wire
gauze trap-doors to be constantly kept closed under lock and key
and fix 1n a hand pump, if required, over the said well.

In reply I have further to protest strongly against the action
vou have taken in the matter in spite of the facts already intimat-
ed to you to the effect that the water in the said well is as clean as
possible, and that 1t is stocked with about 40 dozens of Khajura
Pickee and other sorts of fish and contamns no mosquito-breeding
larvee  Further I have to say that since my writing you last, i e.,
on 13th November 1914, I have attended at the said well every
third or fourth day and examined water therefrom with a magmfy-
ing glass and have so far even up to yesterday found nothing n, 1t.
Fuither I beg to say that your Malaria Department Inspector who
always visits the well and examines water therefrom has also
satisfied himself that water from the well in gnestion 1s clean and
free fiom the mosquito-breeding larvee. I am also at a loss to
see what circumstances have compelled you to approach the
Standing Committee and take such steps without satisfying your-
self whether the facts mentioned in my previous correspendence
were correct or not

It 18 with regret that I find that although I have already
pointed out to you and the Special Assistant, Malana Department,
that the most dangerous and chief places for the mosquito-breed-
mg larvee are the gulli-traps, drans in private lanes, gulles,
cesspools, &c , no immediate action has been taken by the Depart-
ment concerned to minimise the nuisance thus eaused fo the
inhabitants of Bombay, which I can prove from the fact that the
side gulhes are seldom flushed and cleansed by the Health Depart-
ment, say—even once in 3 or 4 months. On the contrary, over-
looking the real facts re drans, gutters, &, your Malaria
Department 1s always after the well and thus putting the owners

of the wells 1n trouble, hardship and to unnecessary heavy
expenses. )

Under the above circumstances and as shown in my previous
correspondence I shall be greatly obliged 1f you will kindly visit
the said well personally, and by examining water satisfy yourself
as to whether the facts enumerated above are correct or not.
Yurther I shall be indebted to you,if you will also be pleased to
withdraw the said notice under reply and issue instructions
to the effect to defer taking any further action in the matter.”
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Memorandum No. 39743, duted 111k March 1915, Srom the
Commissioner to Mr, Dinanath Jagannathys -~

“ With reference to his letter of the 2nd instant, Mr Dina-
nath Jagannathjiis informed that aslarvae of Anopheles mosquitoes
breed 1n the water of the well at s premises No 25 (a) at
Fanaswadi, 1t must be covered with conciete, leaving two tiap-
doors with a hand pump fixed, 1f required, without any further
delay, failing which further proceedings will be taken. The case
has veen fully considered and no further communication fiom
Mr. Dinanath in the matter can be considered ”

Letter, dated the 15th March 1915, from Mr. Dinanath Jugan-
nathji, to the Commissiener .—

“T have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your Memo,
No. 39743 of 1914-15 of the 10/11th instant and note with
surprise and regret that you still maintain that as the laiva of
Anopheles mosquitoes breed 1n the water of the well in question,
it must be closed with concrete, & In reply I beg to say that
it appears from your said memo. that although a request was made
to you to visit the well and by examining water therefiom, satisly
yourself whether the well really breeds larve or not, you have
not taken the trouble to do so but on the contrary you have simply
put forward the same argument as was used before to the effect that
it breeds Anopheles mosquito larvee, &c., the correctness of which
statement I emphatically deny fiom the fact that up to yesterday
I have not {ound any larve 1n the said well 1 therefore stiongly
protest against the action you have taken 1 the matter

With regard to the second para. of your said memo. under
reply I am further swrprised to see that you state ¢ that the case
has been fully considered and no further communication from
Mr. Dinanath in the matter can be considered ” for when you,
being an Executive Officer, decide not to fuither consider the
representations from parties concerned, the more so as my case
isajust and equitable one, your action appeais to me to be based on
a very one-sided decision and therefore there remains nothing for
me to do but to addiess my grievances to the higher authoiities
such as the Standing Committee and the Co1poration 1espectively
and obtain redress fiom them.

Under the circumstances stated above I have now been advised
to address the Standing Committee 1n the matter and il do so
in the cowse of this week and therefore I have the honour to
request you to defer, in the meantime, taking any further action
in the matter. If, however, in spite of my above request you
decide to mstitute legal proceedings against me, you ae ab hberty
to do so.”
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XVIIIL.

Memorandum from Mr, ‘Dinanath Jagannathji—
Forwarding, for information, copy, as follows, of his letter to the
Standing Committee, dated the 80th March 1915 :—

“In continuation of my letter of the 20th instant, r¢ Muni-
cipal requisition to cover a well ou my premses No. 25 (a),
Fanaswady, I beg to inform you that since my writing on the
15th instant to the Municipal Commissioner, several times up to
vesterday the water of the said well had been examined by the
Municipal Authorities, and 1t is understood from enquiries made
so far that the Municipal Executive could find no traces of Ano-
pheles mocquito-breeding larvee in the water of the well. 1 shall
therefore be obliged if you will kindly, when considering my
letter under reference, call for the reports and results of the very
recent examinations of the well water from the Municipal
Authorities concerned I may state here for the information of
the Standing Commattee that the water of the well was examined
by the Municipal Authorities yesterday morning between 7 and
9am”

XIX.

Memorandum from Mr. Dinanath Jagannathj—
Forwarding for information, copy, as follows, of his letter to the
Standing Committee, dated the 9th April 1915 :—

« With reference to the correspondence endiig with.my
letter, dated 30th ultimo, re the Municipal requisition in respect
of a well situate at my premses No. 25 (a), Fanaswady Street, I
have the honour to state for your information that I have been
served yesterday with a summons to appear on the 15th instant at
1-30 p.m (8. T ) beforethe Chief Presidency Magistrate, Bombay,
to answer to a charge of not complying on 29th March 1915,
with notice No 390 of 1914-15, 1ssued under Section 381 of the
amended Municipal Act, requiring me to provide over the well at
my premises No 25a¢ (Jagannath’s Chawl), Fanaswady, a cover of
concrete, leaving two 18" x 16" mosquito proof Christie’s wire
gauze trap-doors to be constantly kept closed under lock and key
and fix 1n a hand pump if required. As my letter, dated 20th
Maich 1915, on this subject 1s under your consideration, on which
I understand you are awaiting the Commissioner’s remarks, I beg
to request that youw.will be so good as to ask the Municipal Com-
nussioner to stay further action in the matter pending your deci-
sion therteon. Thanking you 1n anticipation,” ’
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XX.

Memorandum from Mr. Dinanath Jagannathji—
Forwaiding, tor information, copy, as follows, of his letter to_ the
Standing Committee, dated the 12th April 1915 :—

In continuation of my letter of the 9th instant, I have the
honour to forward herewith, for the information and guidance of
the Standing Commuttee, the accompanying copy of the Report
of the Chemical Analyser to Government, Bombay, on the analysis
of the samples of water taken out of the well at my premises,
No. 25a, Fanaswad1 Street, which, I hope, will be ot great help
to the Committee and the Municipal Commissioner n disposing
of my representations on the subject.”

Letter No 881, dated the 10th Aprd 1915, from the Chemical
Analyser to Government, to Mr. Dinanath Jagannathy:—

t With reference to your letter No. of the 6th instant I
have yesterday had eight samples of water taken from the well of
your house No. 25, Fanaswady Street, Bombay (Surface samples
and samples at different depths), and I have the honour to state
that no mosquito larvae of any kind whatever were found to be
present in any of the samples It was also chemically examined
and found to be a fair sample of potable water.”

XXI. .

Letter to the President, Malaria Committee, dated
the 26th March 1915, from Mr. Sunderrao D. Navalkar.—

T have to brng to your kind notice the hardship that has
been caused on us on account of the operations of the Malaiia
Department, although no larva were found in my well water,
from time to time by the Malaia Staff in my presence on the
following dates, 12th November 1913, 3rd January 1914, 16th
January 1914, 14th November 1914, and 27th November 1914.
Y happened to be present on these occasions, when I was at home, ]
on the information I received from my servants, whenever Malana
Staff came to inspect my well I request you to compare the
above dates and also the other dates from the mosquto record
kept by the Malaria Staff in respect of my well ~ Although 1t 1s
alleged by the Malaria Staff that larvee have been found in my
well on different occasions 1t 1s not at all necessary on the meie
finding of laivee to cover a well, that contains fish, as you all
know very well, that fish swallow larva before they aie fully
developed and transfoimed into Pupwm which can only be said to
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be dangerous, as it is the last stage of larvee. If one knows the
Life history of the larvas one wall understand it soon and it does not
requue any medical qualifications to know it. The Municipal
authorities 1gnore and suppress these scientafic facts admitted by
all and the Commissioner, although no Pupe have been found in
my well water, forced me to cover the well by making the vague
statement made in his notice under Section 881, &c., v1z., “whereas
i my opinion the well in your abovementioned premises is a
breeding place of mosquitoes” on the strength of powers vested
in hinr by the Municipal Act. 1 do not see any reason why the
opinion of the Municipal Commissioner should be held as Gospel
tiuth 1n the face of scientific facts mentioned above with regard
to larvas. On the contrary all scientists recommend putting of
fish in wells and ducks in tanks for the destruction of larves, |
How much reliance can be put upon the Commissioner’s opinion,
by any one, if he were to know the case of a contractor at Parel,
who was prosecuted by the Municipal Authorities several times
and fined from day to day in 1904 by a Magistrate for
not complying with the requisitions made in the Commissioner’s
notice under Section 381, &e , of the Municipal Act. The poor
contiactor did not grudge to pay fines when he was fined once or
twice. But when he was made to pay fine for every day till he
did the work according to the Commissioner’s notice, he had no
other alternative than to appeal to the High Comt, as it was not
a day, month or year's work, that could be completed according
to the Commissioner’s requisition, and fortunately he succeeded
there and several fines paid by him were refunded to him, as 1t was
decided that he was not in possession of that land. What steps
have the Commissioner and his Malaria Staff taken now with
regard to thatland? Did they continue to prosecute the owner and
get him fined from day to day as they did in the case of the poor
contractor ? I think they did not. Why ? Because the real owner
of that land is either the Government or the Improvement Trust.
How surprising it 18 to note that a place, in the temporary
occupation of a contractor for carrying out certain works, which
once 1n the opinion of the Commissioner was dangerous to public
health, at once becomes a healthy one and free from danger to
public health, as soon as it was held by the High Court that the
contractor was not the occupier of it. This case only 18 quite a
sufficient proof to show how the Malaria Staff can carry out things
according to their will, and how mueh reliance can be put on the
Commissioner’s opinion, 1 the cases of private persons. Again
In the case of private persons, the Commissioner 1nsists on the
covering of wells and filling in of tanks. On the other hand he
allows to keep burrow pits on the sides of Railway lines. Per-
haps it may be that the mosquito larvee are partial to big bodues,
like the Municipality, Improvement Trust, Raiways, &c., and
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they at once cease to breed in a place as soon as they come to
know that it is not the property of a private person Otherwise
there 18 no other solution for the difference made 1n the adoptzon
of Malaria measures in the case of big bodies Again I asked
the Corporation and also the Commssioner in my letters (No 245
of 6th November 1914 to the latter) to inform me from the
reports made by the Special Assistant to the Health Officer,
Malaria, as to'the following facts, when I received a notice from
the Commissioner alleging that my well 1s a breeding place for
larvee. He nor the Corporation supplied me with the necessary
information I asked, vz, whether the said officer has found the
said kind of larves as an isolated instance on one occasion, or
whether he repeatedly found the said kind of larvee in my well ?

Although no larvae were found in my well on the 12th
November 1913, when the Malara Officer inspected the well, he
st1ll insisted on me to cover the well when I was piesent there.
I had already informed this to the Commissioner in my letter
No. 89 of 3rd Apnl 1914.

For your information I may state that although the well has
been in existence for these years at the same place and in the
same condition, it has not been proved or shown that 1t consti-
tutes a nuisance and danger to health as alleged by the Municipal
authorities, and to compel one to cover 1it, although no Pupee,
much less larves, are found in it and without showing any reason-
able and real grounds for the justification of their actions except
on the support of meie abstract theories, shows the ways how
they can do according to their will on the strength of power with
the threats of Pohce Court prosecutions, In the suburbs we have
wells and tanks like Bombay 'L'here the Malaria prevails during
and some time after the rains only. During the year 1914, there
was a sudden outbreak of Malara in St George’s Hospital
situated in proximity of the Alexandra Docks and where there
are no wells within 300 yaids of the Hospital. The Malaria
broke out in Bombay as an epidemic with the commencement of
the construction of the Alexandra Docks, where no proper care
was taken as to the water-logging on the reclaimed land duiing
and after the rains by having proper dramage.

'

Even the Health Officer attributes Malama to natural causes
when he says in para 47 at p. 174 of his report of 1913, that 1t
is impossible to put a permanent stop to the mischief caused by
natural cause during rains. These facts are sufficient to prove
that the wells and tanks 1n Bombay have nothing to do with the
spread of Malaria 1f fish is put m them, and I hope that the Com-
mittee will be pleased to considar my case favourably for the
reasons stated above and ask the Commissioner to withdraw his



83

j
rotice for which kind act of yours I shall be highly obliged to
vou and that you will also see for yourselves whether the,
Commussioner had sufficient grounds to compel me to cover they
well.t )

XXIl.

Letter (in Gujerati), dated the 30th March 1915,

from Mr. Naranji Dayal—Stating that instead of devising
better and simpler means for the extermination of malaria
mosquitoes fiom wells and tanks the Municipality has adopted a
policy which causes great inconvenience to the people and which
15 tantamouns to interfeience with their religious feelings; that
there are 50,000 to 60,000 peisons m Bombay who never use
pipe water but who use only well water for all thewr household
purposes ; that there are several Hindu Temples where pipe water
1s not even touched , that for the performance of religious’cere-
monies only well water 1s used, that the * Marjadi” Hindus use
only well water in connection with the worship of their 1dols
which they keep 1n their own houses, that 1f these people even
touch pipe water they have to bathe with well water and that if
their food-stuff comes in contact with pipe water they cannot
utilize it, and that those among the Vaishnavas who are not
*¢ Marjadis " use pipe water for bathing purposes but use: only
well water for cooking and dimnking purposes, the reason for this
being that according to the tenets ot their rehigion they cannot
take any eatables 1n their own use before dedicating them to their
gods and that for that purpose they require well water. Enquiring
if well water 1s not obtainable in the temples and if the priests
a1e obliged to leave Bombay taking away the 1dols with them
what would be the condition of hundieds of thousands of people
worshipping those 1dols who never eat or drink without having a
sight of the 1dols and whether on the occurrence of such a con-
tingency the people should give up their religion or do without
water or go out of Bombay leaving their property and source of
thewr livelihood  Stating further that against these arguments of
his some people might say that that was bigotry but that those
who say this seem to have no idea of the religious feelings of other
people ; that he will show how very necessary the presence of
wells is even to those who use pipe-water; that people of the
ordinary class have to pay to their servants twice or thrice as
much as they used to do formerly 1nasmuch as the work of the
servants has much increased for want of pipe water owing to
which they have to do washing work, ete., at a well in the after-
noon ; that the additional expense thus entailed upon the people
forces them to curtall expenses in other directions, for instance,
the education of thewr chuldien; that m the case of the poorer
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classes there is no end to thewr haidship as pipe water 1s only
available for three or four hours in the morning and that too at a
very low pressure ; that there is such a rush on the ground-floor
for taking water that they barely get sufficient water for drinking
purposes ; that many unpleasant scenes take place at the taps ot
which one cannot have an idea unless one visits the native town
personally ; that under such circumstances bathing and washing
for them is out of the question; that the hardship on the female
classes is really pitiable and heart-rending ; that they can never
wash clothes or clean vessels in the morning because they get only
a “handa” full of water even 1f they wait tor half an hour; that
besides in the morning they have to piepare meals for the male
members of the family, to send children to school, and to look to
s variety of other matters, so that they have to do thewr
cleaning and washing 1n “the afternoon but that at that hour
there 18 no water in the taps and that 1t would be disappoint-
ing to find wells closed. Submitting that in the case of
wells having trap-doors the rays ef the sun cannot penerate
into the water which is essential aecording to thewr rehigion ;
that well water is mnecessary for performing certain ceremonies
in the case of a dying man and that when water is 1equired
at night for the purpose it cannot be obtained as the trap-door
is then closed ; and that if the key is with the landlord and
if he is away the hardship of the tenants can well be imagmed.
Adding that he does not wish to say that people should be allowed
to drink water of bad wells or that such wells should mot be
closed but that he only wants to say that those wells the water of
which is in daily use should be allowed to remain and that if it
is apprehended that 1ts water is hikely to get spoiled 1t should be
had cleaned ; that he cannot help referring to a lectare ef Professor -
Geddes, the® Town Planning Expert, m which the Professor
pointed out that the picture of the prevalence of Malaria on
account of mosquitoes existing im tanks was overdrawn ; that
there were various means by which the mosquitoes could be
removed from tanks, such as putting fish in the tanks, destioymg
plants growing near them, &c, that 1t was much more desirable
to clean the wells and tanks than to fill them in and that the
cleaning could be done at a very small expense.

XXIIL

Eatract from the Minutes of the fifth Meeting of the
Committee, held on the 29th April 1915 :—

« The followng repiesentatives of the Signatories to the
petition to the Corporation, regarding the closing of wells and
tanks 1n the City weie also present by invitation .—
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Mr Lakhmidas Raoji Tairsea,
Mr. Haridas P, Kapadia. '
Mr. Gajanan Sadanand Desai.
Mr. Naranji Dayal.

Mr. W. T. Halai.

The following papers had been circulated to the Coma
mittee 1—

1. Estract Paragraphs from the Ahnual Report of the
Special Assistant to the Health Officer, Malara,
for the year 1914,

2. Memoranda, dated, respectively, the 20th and 80th
March and 9th and 12th April 1915, from Mr.
Dinanath Jagannathji.

8. Letter, dated the 26th March 1915, from Mr.
Sunderrao D. Navalkar. :

4. Docket of a letter in Gujerathi, dated the 30th March
1915, from Mr. Naranyi Dayal.

The Chairman informed the meeting that a letter had been
received from Mr, Shapurji Hormasji Mistry stating that the
correspondence in connection with his well which he was desired
to submit to the Committee is being printed and that a fortnight
will elapse before the same is ready for circulation.

. 4
The Chairman also informed the meeting that a letter had
been received trom Mr. W. T. Halai suggesting that Mr. Run-
chhoirdas Thakersey and Mr. Jagjivan Seskaran be invited to be
present at the meetings of the Committee as they were likely to
give useful information to the Committee. '

After discussion it was decided that the Committee would
not invite them but that they would be prepared to hear them
if they would attend the next meeting of the Committee.

With reference to his letter, dated the 30th March 1915,
questions were then put to Mr. Naranji Dayal which are noted
below together with the answers given by hint:—

Dr. Moses:

€. You have quoted in your letter a passage expressive of
Professor Geddes’ opinion. I want to know whether it is wholly
from Professor Greddes’ speech or lecture.

A. Professor Geddes gave a lecturs in the Town Hall on
the 23rd March last and my quotation is from a report of the
lecture which appeared in the ¢ Jam-e-Jamshéd * on the 24th idem.



The Commissioncr - .

Q. Do you kuow whether Professor Geddes is an expert on
Malaria ?

4. I do not know whether he has passed any examination
on the-subject of Malana.

@ Do you know whether he is a medical man ?

A, No. I do not kuow.

Q. Have you got a well of your own® Have you any per-
sonal complaint ?

A. No. My complamnt 1s a general one, 1.e., from the
point of view of a citizen of Bombay

@ Have you personally experienced any difficulty owing to
closing of wells?

A. Yes, I have. 1 do not get well water.

Q. Have you got any complamts to make about the me-
thods adopted by the Malaria Department ?

4. I have fully stated the guievances of the people m my
letter.

Dr, Sukhia :

Q. Were you present at the lecture given by Piofessor
Geddes?

- A. No. As Idonot know Enghsh 1t was useless for me
to go there

The following questions weie then put to Mr, W T. Hala
and the answers given by him aie noted below ,—

The Commusswoner:

Q@ You said on a previous occasion that'Dr Rac and Dr.
Jehangir advised your daughter to drink the water of a well at
Mint Road in piefeience to pipe water. Dr. Rao was asked
whether your statement was cotrect and he informed us that he
never gave any such advice. Now do you still maintamn your
statement ? :

A. In connection with this question I have wiitten a letter
asking for the correspondence between the Commissioner and Dr
Rao and unless I get a written reply to that letter I am not
prepared to answer the question.

Q. I wantto know whether you still adhere to your pre-
vious statement.

A. Yes.

Q. Yoo have stated that a notice was served by the Malaria
Department for covering the well  If we say that no such notice
was 1ssued, would you still mantain that a notice was sexved?

A. Yes.
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Was the notice served on you ?

No. The well did not belong to me.

Then how did you know that a notice was issued ?

The landlady of the house in which I reside brought
the notice to me.

Q. Dad you see the notice ?
A. Yes,

@ Can you obtain that notice for us?

A No. It is not with me. The Malaria Department
tried to get the notice back from the landlady, against which she-
has protested through a Solicitor. i

Q. Can you give us the number and date of the notice ?

4. 1 refer you to No. 88146, No. 31288 of 5th March
1915 and No. 32375 of 15th March 1915.

The Commissioner at this stage read his letter No. 31288 of
5th March 1915 and the party’s reply thereto, &c. (vide copy
annexed), which did not show that a notice was 1ssued by the De-
partment, and asked Mr. Halai whether he still maintained the
charge that the Malaiia Department tried to get back the notice
after having served it on the landlady. To this no reply was
given by Mr. Hala.

Mr. Hala then stated that the well was covered 7 years ago,
that on the next day.aiter the Committee’s meeting at which he
was present, the Special Assistant to the Health Officer, Malara,
came to hus place, and bullied and threatened him and told him
that what he (Mr. Halar) had stated before the Committee
was untrue and that there were no Marjadis in the house except
his own family !

Dr. Jehangir:

O RO

I would hike to know whether the well in question was
closed 7 years ago as stated by Mr. Halai If so, there was no
necessity for making any further enquiry into the matter.

My, Wacha :

It 18 for Dr. Shroff to tell us whether, as stated by Mr.
Halai, he went to Mr. Halal’s place and bullied him or threatened
him.

Dr, Shroff:

It is qute incorrect to say that I threatened or bullied Mr.
Halai. On the occasion referred to I had been to the premises
for making enquiries and as Mr. Hala1 was there a conversation
with him took place which was very friendly. The date of clos-
ing of the well was not on our records as no notice was served in,
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regard to the well The landlady covered the well of her own
accord. When I had been to her for making enquiries she refer-
red me to her manager Chotalal Goculdas, who saw me 1in my
office and informed me that no notice had been served in regard
to the well and that it had been covered at the verbal desire of
an Inspector.
+ Dr. Sukhia to Mr. Hala::

Q. 'When you have got the numbers of these official letters
you can produce the letters also?

A. 1 shall ask my landlady to produce them.

Q. You will be able to substantiate your own case by pro-
ducing the papers. Can you produce the notice also?

A. About the notice I have told you that it was shown to
me and I was consulted in the matter. We used to get the well
cleaned formerly but the closing of the well has rendered 1t quite
impossible to obtain water fiom the well. I shall make enquiries
about the notice and will let you know the resalt.

Q. Was the notice shown to you in your capacity as a
managing clerk ?

A. No. It was shown to me as I am a tenant of the house.

. Have you got a copy of the notice ?

A. No.

The Chairman :
). When did you see the notice ?
A. Early in 1914.

Dr. Sulhia:

Q. Did the landlady ever inform you that the notice was
withdrawn ?

A. No. '

Ay, Chunial V., Mehia:

Q. Can you tell us on what grounds objection is taken to
trap-doors. Isit based on religious grounds or is 1t because
people do not get sufficient water ?

A. The objection is based on both grounds, certain cere-
monies cannot be performed 1f a well is covered even though a
trap-door is provided.

Q. Would the provision of more trap-doors than ome solve
the dufficulty ?

A. Yes, it would so far as convenience is concerned but
not the religious difficulty.
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Q. Supposing the present policy is to be continued then
you would prefer that the number of trap-doors should vary thh
the size of the well ?

A Yes.

Mr. Wacha ,

Do you hail from Porebunder or Mandvi?

Mandvi.

Are there many Marjadis at Mandvi? ,

Yes .

Do they use well water for religious ceremonies?

Yes.

Dr. Sukhia:

©). Supposing the present policy was to be continued which

of the two ways of covering a well would you prefer covering it
with concrete or with a wire-gauze ?

P

O RO A

A. 1 would prefer the wire-ganze covermg

Letter No. 1095/15, dated the 26th February 1913, from
Messrs. Madhavi, Kamdar and Chotubhaz, Solicitors, to the Ezecu-
twe Health Officer.

“ We are instructed on behalf of our client Bai Navivahu,
widow of Hari Dharamsey, to write to you as follows :

2. Our client is the owner of a property bearing Nos.
136-38, Mint Road, which has a well. In due obedience to the
requisitions of your Malarial Department she covered up the well
and she is every now and then being harassed by the officials of
the said department and they want back from her the notice
served upon her for carrying out the said requisitions.

3. We shall feel obliged if you will be so good as to let us
know why she 18 so harassed.

4. We are instructed to add that she is also a Receiver
appointed by the High Court 1n respect of the other immoveable
properties belonging to her husband and if there is any require-
ment to either her said property or the well thereof or tq her
husband’s other properties of which she is the Receiver the same
should be communicated to us and we shall advise our client to
carry out any reasonable requisitions which may be necessary.

5. Our client resents the petty Municipal officials troubling
her every now and then and we should feel obliged 1f you will be
so good as to issue instructions to let us know what the requi-
sitions of your Malarial Department are.

Thanking you 1n antlclpatlon
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Letter No. M-31268, dated the 5th March 1913, from the
Special Assistant to the Heolth Officer, Malaria, to Messrs
Madhowyi, Kamdar and Chotubhai, Solicitors.

1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter,
dated the 26th ultimo, e premises No 136-138, Mint Road, and
have to state that the well was not covered in obedience to the
requisitions of this Department. The Sub-Inspector while visit-
ing this well sometime ago advised the same person in charge of
the building to protect the well from fouling Mr. Chotalal, the
manager of the estate, informed me personally that there were no
written requsitions from me and that the well was covered at the
verbal request of the Sub-Inspector 1 therefore cannot under-
stand how any member of my staff can ask for notice when there’
was 00 notice 1n existence. 1f you will give me the name or
names of the persons harassing your client I shall be very glad to
make further enquiries  With reference to para. 4, please supply
me with the house Nos. and locahty of the piemises belonging to
your client.

As regards para. 5, there are a few crevices in the cover
which require to be filled up and the tiap-door should be con-
stantly kept closel under lock and key except when water 1s
actually being drawn. The well 1s examined just like other wells
in the city every 15 days and I fail to see what you mean by
petty officials troubling your client every now and then.”

Letter No 130315, duted the 9th March 1915, from Vessrs.
Madhavyt, Kamdar and Chotubhar, Svlicitors, to the Special dssist-
ant 1o the Health Officer, Malarw

“ We beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter No. 31288 of
5th instant and we have seen our client on the subject and in
reply we ate instructed to state that the well in question has been
covered up in obedience to the wuitten orders of your depaitment
for which we have been instructed to refer you to your department
files, You will agree with us that it is not easy for the Hindus
with religious scruples to close up their wells which they require
every day for their religious purposes. .

We shall be obliged if you will kindly let us know as to who
the person in charge was to which your Sub-Inspector advised to
protect the well in question from fouling. We shall also feel
obliged if you will kindly let us know as to when Mr. Chotalal in-
formed you that there was no notice from your department. On
the harassments being repeated our clients will be happy to have
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the names of your such officials taken down and furnish ‘you with
the same to enable you to make further enquiries. Our client is
appointed a Receiver of the properties comprised in the order ' of
the Hon’ble Mr Justice Beaman, dated 21st December 1914. As
you are well aware our client does not stay in the premises. The
water of the well is required by most of the tenants who are
Marjadis and is very largely used by the people on Mint Road,
Mod1 Street and other surrounding places and 1t is not possible to
keep the same under lock and key. If the Municipality as you say
did not requisition for closing of this well our client fails to
understand as to why you require the same to be kept under lock
and key. It is kept closed at night when water is not required.
With regard to the alleged crevices in the cover we shall be
happy to advise our client to have the same filled up on your
informing us as to with what materials you require the same to be
filled up. We ale making this enquiry to avoid future troubles
to our client.”

Letter Ko 323175, dated the 15th March 1913, from the Special
Assistant to the Health Oficer, Malaria, to Messrs Madhavye,
Kamdar and Chotubhar, Solicitors.

“ With reference to your letter, dated the 9th instant, I have
the honour to informr you that the creyices in the cover over the
well referred to may be filled 1n with cement.” .

Letter No. 1556/15, dated the 19th March 1915, from Messes.
Madhavji, Kamdar and Chotubhai, Solicitors, to the Special Assist-
ant to the Health Officer; Mularia.

“ We beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter No. 32375
of 15th instant to hand the next day = We are communicating
with our client asking her to cover the crevices with cement in

due obedience to your o1ders.” .

Letter No. M[2953, dated the 29th April 1915, from the Special
Assistant to the Health Officer, Malara, to- Messrs, Madhavji,
Kamdar and Chotubhai, Solicitors,

“ With reference to the correspondence ending with your
letter, dated the 19th March 1915 (Ne. 1656/15), I regret to
observe that the trap-door is still not fixed and is lying aside. I
would therefore request you to rearrange and refix the trap-door
and keep it closed under lock and key,”
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XXIv.

Memorandum from Mr. Dinanath Jagannathji—
Forwarding, for information, copy, as follows, of his™ letter to the
Standing Committee, dated the 4th May 1915 :—

‘I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your decision,
conveyed to me by the Acting Municipal Secretary 1n s letter
No. 606* of the 26th Aprl 1915, informing me—

“that you understand that since 19th November last no
larves have been found in the water of the well; but that
the temporary absence of larves 1s no guarantee that they
will not breed in future where they have been found to
breed in the past  Further that fish were tried in the well
but the discovery of larva showed that they weie not alto-
gether successful. The Committee understood that I have
been granted the concession of two trap-doors and a hand-
pump but that 1 require four trap-doors and object to fixing
a hand-pump. The Commttee also consider that the con-
cession granted to me would suffice and that there is no
objection to my covering the well with Shahabad stones as
I desire, provided the cover is hermetical. The Committee
have, however, requested the Commissioner to enforce the
Municipal requisition only when larvae are again found in
the water of the well;”

and 1n reply beg to thank you for the prompt attention given
and interest taken by you in this matter.

Further I beg to inform you that in accordance with your
above decision the Special Assistant to the Health Officer, Malaria,
has on the morning of the 29th ultimo, personally wvisited the
said well and examined the water thereof with the result that no
larvas was traced or found therem. He also inqured of my
Mistry, Mr. Laxuman Nathoo, how and in what way the water
is being examined by himself, whereupon he the said Mistry
produced before him our private cloth-net, white enamelled pot,
magnifying glass, &c., and explained to him the procedure by
which every day in the morning and'evening the water 1s
examined by himself or by the owner Mr Dinanath personally;
by this explanation and other replies to his further questions he
was satisfied. In the afternoon of the same day the said Malana
Officer withdrew the Case No M-18 of 1915 filed by him
against me in the Court of the Chief Presidency Magistrate and
which had been postponed to that day pending your decision in
the matter. g

® Thip letter was written in pursuance of Standing Committee Resolution
No. 520, dated the 21st April 19165,
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Under the circumstances I am again much thankful to you
for the favourable consideration of the matter in question, but [
shall further be much obhged if you will kindly, as you have
already by the above referred decision empowered the Commis-
sioner to enforce the said requusition ounly when larve are again
found 1n the water of the well, request the Municipal Comms-
sioner to 1ssue mstructions to the Malaria Officer and his Staff
to the effect that whenever in future they wished to examine
water of the said well, a previous' intimation, in order to avoid
fuither correspondence, expense and trouble in the matter, to
that effect should be sent to me so that I may personally be pre-
sent on the occasion or they should examine water of the said
well in the presence of my above named Mistry, who resides on
the property. Instructions also be issued to the effect that the
cloth-net used by the Malaria Staff should, before using i in my
well, be first cleansed or washed with water or my own cloth-net
should be asked for from my Miwstry and used instead of the
Maunicipal one. For this your act of kindness I shall ever be
grateful.”

XXV. ;

Papers placed by Mr. Shapurji Hormusji Mistry
before the Members of the Commitiee of the Corporation
appointed to consider how far and in what direction a new
departure is essential for the abatement of Malarial conditions.

Statement of Mr. Shapurji Hormusji Mistry, Proprietor
of House No. 373, Colaba Road.

Tho Malaria Department is working with one eye, and that
is to close the wells of Bombay, either good, bad or indifferent,
by fair means or foul.

The department is overbearing, insolent, harassmg,' and
annoymg to a degree,

Their conduct has been so provoking that at times it might
have led to a breach of the peace.

Gentlemen, I am not exaggerating in what I say and saying
it simply to mahgn the Department, but 1 am prepared to prove
to your entire satisfaction or to that of any judicial tribunal not
only every word but every syllable of what I have said, but you
wil{have to keep patience and if this inquiry is intended to be a
thorough and searching inquiry and not a superficial one, I submit
I will have to request you to follow the voluminous eorrespond-
ence which I have brought with me and which dates as far back as
July 1912, and I hope thereby to convince you of the truth
of my assertions, ) -



94

You will see from this correspondence that this Department
was working with the sole aim of having my well filled 1n, by
hook or by crook, and were it not for the perseverance, great exer-
tion, and calm determination that I showed in these proceedings
throughout the whole period that the Department was thwarted
in its evil aim.

I took the matter to higher officials, but it was simply crying
in the wilderness and one was made to feel that one was not
living under the benign British Rule but was hving under a
Turkish Yoke. The higher officials thought that anybody who
complained about the wrong-doing of the Malarna Department
were simply liars, and they did 1t to put obstacles in the way of
the Department.

This well was brought up before the Standing Committee of
the Corporation for sanction to close it, but at my humble request
that body exercised a wise discretion and appomted a sub-
committee to inquire nto the question of my well.

This sub-committee accompanied by the Municipal Commis-
sioner, the Deputy Commissioner, the Municipal Secretary, the
Malaria Officer, the Malaria Iuspector and other Municipal servants
assembled at my premises on the 11th June 1913.

I am proud to say that I was then able to satisfy the gentle-
men of the sub-committee and the Municipal Commissioner about
the wrong-doing of the Department and the way in which the
higher officials weite misled by false statements emanating from
the Malaria Department and which tended to encourage that
Department to carry on its wrong-doing further.

The result of the meeting was the resolution of the Standing
Committee that no action was necessary in regard to my weil.

Since the date of the meeting of the sub-committee at my
place covering 17 months, I have offered 73 inspections of the well
and 54 were actually taken without finding shghtest trace of
Malaria larvee.

Still the Department is continuing its policy of pinprick and
annoyance now and again.

Mgr. CpaieMAN AND GENTLEMEN,

1 believe you have read the statement of my case. I have
preferred certain indictments against the Malaria Department, and
it now remains for me to place before you the proofs to support
these indictments. Before doing so, I cannot however resist the
temptation of saying a few words in connection with the two pro-
positions placed by the respected Chairman of the first day’s
meeting, Sir Pherozeshah. The propositions were so far as I
remember regarding the opinion of the Municipal expert, concern-
ing the wells of Bombay, and whether the Corporation was
justified in acting in accordance with such expert opinion.
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In the first place ] would ask if the Municipal expert suggests
the closng in of all wells, good, bad or _mdlﬁ'eren‘t, snd the adopr
tion of all other destructive remedies, or he suggests any
constructive 1emedies also with regard to tolerably good wells.
If your expert suggests constructive remedies, as I understand he
does, has the Municipality tried such constiuctive remedies, in the
case of any of the wells of Bombay during the present malaria
campaign?  This question has a close relation to my case, and
hope to conclusively prove to you, that even 1n the case of the
best of wells the Municipality have never given the constructive
remedies a trial in the remotest degree, but huve endeavoured their
best to destroy such wells.

Now with regard to the expert opinion itself, I must say that
the opinion of the expert is certamnly to be respected, but how far
it has to be acted upon is a question which should be gmded by
surrounding circumstances

Are expert opinions infallible? Are such opinionsa word
from God? Isitnot in the experience of this Corporation that
expert opinions have occasionally led them into serious pitfalls?
Are there not two sides to the shield?

Gentlemen, I hold in my hand a pamphlet, for which I am
indebted to the late lamented Mr. Shapoorji So1abji Mistry, who
was a worthy member of this Corporation. The pamphlet refers to
the Malara campaign carried on some years back in the Punjab
under Government auspices, by a large staff of lughly influential
experts at the disposal of the Government, and under circumstances
and supervision which can never be equalled in Bombay.

The conclusion the Commttee of these experts arrived at
was :

The Commssion was composed of the Honourable Mr. Nathan, C.I.E.,
1C S, Lieutenant-Col H. B Thornhill, CIE, IA, and Major L."
Rogers, MD, FR.CP, FRC.S, 1MS. The report shows that
the experiments made 1n a place and under circumstances that were all
considered most favourable turned out unsuccessful in sprte of the
employment of the most vigorous and effectual help of men, money and
scientifically trained mind., The general conclusion to be derived from
the investigation is that “a heavy mousoon, especially if 1t extends too *
late m the season and if the rain 1s distributed over & number of days
with short intervals between them, always produces a high incidence of
Malaria m Lahore Cantonment, and that the reverse also holds good.
No rehable deductions can be made from the fever statistics unless these
considerations are carefully borne n mmd” . . . Besides, the state-~
ment that ¢ wherever in a tropical country drainage 1o 1ts broader sense
18 interfered with or neglected Malaria 18 mereased, and wherever such
drainage 18 improved Malaria 18 dimimished,” points out quite reasonably
a condition or direction 1n which a remedy should be looked for. These
two points as the valuable result of the mvestigations are, I think, of so
great an mmportance that they should seriously set athinking those

assuming the responsibility of bemng rehable guides in the matter of the
eradication of Malara in Bombay. .
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Malaria in India seems to have potently attracted the attention of
the Royal Society of England. 1t deputed in the autumn of 1901 Dr J
W, Stephens, M D, and Dr. 8 R. Chrnistophers, M B., to prosecute
inquiries respecting 1t. In the course of their researches in Africa, the
-Commissioners had become doubtful of the practical value of operation
against mosquitoes 1n the moister regions of the world, but n the semi-
desert conditions prevalent 1n North India, and especially in tha Punjab,
they saw what appeared to them to be the proper sphere for such opera-
tions. They decided, 1n consultation with the Military authorities, to try
the experiment in a Cantonment of Northern India. The choice fell on a
Cantonment both because 1t was deemed desirable to afford an illustration
of measures to improve the health of the troops, and also because the
close control which the authorities are able to exercise in a Cantonment
offers advantages which do not exist in an ordinary Indian town., The
conditions of the more malanal Cantonments of Northern India were pass-
ed 1n review and Lahore Cantonment was finally selected as affording
the best prospect of success “The Government of India who attached
great importance to the investigations directed Local Governments to
afford every assistance in their power and appointed Major S P James,
IMS., to work with the Commissioners. The Commissioner’s object
was to demonstrate the practicabihty of dimimishing Malaria by minor
and inexpensive measure of mosquito destruction such as are described
in the volume ¢ Mosquito Brigades and How to Organize Them,” published
by Professor Ronald Ross 1n 1902.” This Professor said 1n a public
lecture that “1n order to extirpate malaria, 1t will not be necessary to
declare war against all mosquitoes 10 general We already know for a
fact that only certain species can carry the disease . . Itisnow a
matter of general experience of many 1nvestigators that where mosquitoes
abound 1n a house, their larves can easily be found at a short distance, say
within a few hundred yards from the house Occastonally, where the house
18 180lated, and no stagnant water 18 1n its 1mmediate vicinity, mosquitoes
may attack it from a greater distance ”

Everything considered the Comnussioners hoped to extirpate or
greatly reduce Malana 1n a portion of the large Cantonment of Lahore—
Mian Mir, Their investigations extended to the end of December 1901
and were continued by Major James from March 1902 to July 1903 « It
18 clear from Major James' report that the operations were carried out with
thoroughness and care, and their course checked by regular periodical
search for larvee in all kinds of breeding-places The results uere not
satisfactory., Major James considered that the operations had made lttle
impression on the number of anopheles mosquitoes present” Captain
Christophers continued operations from July to November 1903 on the
hines of those already carried out, and records that although the destruc-
tion of larve was enormous, yet they re-appeared in undiminished
numbers a few days after oiling, evidently beng derived from adult
msects within the area. . . Malana was much less prevalent than
usual amung the men of the Royal Artillery, but the reduction was still
more marked among the British Infantry hiving 1n an untreated area, the
area bemng a healthy one withalow ramfall . . . In October and
November 1t was found impoasible to prevent the bazar rates rising in the
treated ares, and they were * apparently quite unmnfluenced by the opera-
tions.” In short, all the “results pointed to the same conclusion (asn the
previous season), namely, that by the operations the onset of the fever
season was postponed, but that after the first two months no effect upon
malana was apparent” One of the most important points demonstrated
by this year's work was that “ where an abundant food-supply existed
anopheles travelled long distances (three-fourths of a mile or more) to
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reiwchit, and that they travelled an equal distance if necessary to lay
their eggs” The expectations with which the labours of the Royal
Society’s Commuissioners commenced thus failed altogether to be realized.
The result of the operations of 1903 would appear to 1indicate that
malaria-bearing mosquitoes are able to travel i search of food to a
distance from their breeding places considerably greater than had up to
that time been held possible, a conclusion which would accord with that
marvellous stmet which 1s 8o striking feature of all insect life

“The Malaria season of 1903 was somewhat severe and the troops
of the British Garrison were serionsly affected Col Hamilton, the
Principal Medical Ofhicer of the Division, presented a note to the General
Ofhcer Commanding the Division, in which he quoted a remark of the
Sanrtary Commussioner with the Government of India that the results
of the expermments carried out by Major James and Capt. Christophers
were hstinctly against the employment of anti-mosquito measures as a
practical means of combating Malaria in such a Contonment as Mian
Mir He remarked that such measures were extremely expensive,
especrally as they reqmred to be vrenewed from year to year He
enunciated the general theory that wherever in a tropical country drain-
age 1n 1ts broader sense 18 interfered with or neglected Malara is
increased and that wherever such dramnage 1s improved malara 18
dmimshed He stated his reasons for believing that canal irrigation and
defective drainage were the main factors n determining the prevalence
of Malaria 1n the Cantonment.” .

“The whole orgamzation and force of the Cantonment and Garrison
were directed to the prompt and thorough execution of the prescribed
measures General Kitchener personally directed aund closely
supervised the conduct of the operations and utihzed to the full the
various agencies employed The force concentrated on the operations
were more powerful and better organmized than wonld be possible any-
where m,India, outside a Cantonment with an energetic othcer at 1ts
head ”

The work of closing all irngation and filling up all canals and cuts
within an area of 800 yards from the mhabited portion of the Canton-
ment was carried out, under a special Divisional Order, as Military
fatigue duty General Kitchener stated “the whole of the troops con-
stituting the Mian Mir Garrison, British and Native, have -laboured
without remuneration for monthsn filling drains and depressions ” Col.
Chesney estimated that about four or five hundred men were employed
on the main portion of the work for & period of about four to five months.

 Apart from other questions there 1s the further question of the
danger ansing from the accumulation of water n the drains themselves.
This 18 a danger often met with and well recognised in India .
Both Col Chesney and Mr Aikman, Samtary Engmeer to the Govern-
ment of the Punjab, recogmsed this defect and advised that the drainage
system needed constant watchfulness and care to guard against 1t.”

“Col O’Sullivan 18 the only medical officer who stated that anopheles
larvee were found 1n wells 1n suficient abundance to be dangerous.
Major James found a few anopheles larvee in the wells, but he stated
that they were not sufficient to be dangerous or to require operations
aganst them. Col. Hamilton did not consider that wells had any
eftect on local malarial conditions., Col. Barrow knew of no case 1
which anopheles larves had been found 1n well wate:- We fonnd many
culex lurva wn disused or hittle wsed wells, but not wn those wn constant use,
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uhile no anopheles larve were diccorered 1n any of them  On the whole we
do not think that the wells in Lahore Cantonment are of importance as
breeding places of Malana-bearing mosquitoes ”

“On the review of the whole evidence, 1t appears to us that the
prevalence of adult Malara-bearing mosquitoes has not diminished since
the general operations throughout the Cantonment were undertaken,”

*“There 18 a remarkable fluctuation in the prevalence of Malarna 1n
Lahore Cantonment from year to year, and this phenomenon does not
appear to have received adequate attention from those authorities who
have examined the statistics with a view to ascertamn the effect of
spectfied causes on the rise or fall of the disease Our studies led us to
believe that the key to the more important of these varations 1s
general to be found 1n the degree of intensity and the manner of distri-
bution of the monsoon ramfall ”

..... The continuous fall in the fever rate for Bntish troops during
the years 1904-5-6-7 18 accompanied by a succession of years of deficient
rawnfall . . It may be said 1n general that there 18 a close relationship

between a high annunal rainfall and a high fever rate and rt.e 10s¢. The
eftect of a given quauntity of ranfall in producing collections of surface
water of suthcient duration to breed abundant anopheles will necessanly
depend on 1ts daily distnibution, For example, a heavy fall on one day,
if followed by a dry period, may not remain long enough on the ground
for breeding purpos:s, although the same amount if distributed over a
number of days at short intervals may keep pools filled long enough for
the prodnction of adult anopheles

The general conclusion to be derived from the above examination 18
that 2 heavy monsoon ramfall, especially if 1t extends too late in the
season and if the rain 18 distributed over a pumber of days with short
intervals between them, always produces ligh imcidence of Malana n
Lahore Cantonment, and that the reverse also holds good XNo rehable
deduction can be made from the fever statistics unless these considera-
tions are carefully borne 1n mind

“ We find no proof that canal 1rrigation was the mamn cause of the
high Malana incidence which prevailed 1n Lahore Contonment in years
gone by, nor that any improvement, that may have taken place in Malarial
inculence among the British troops in recent years has been matenally
alded by closing the canals or by the ant1 larval campaign 1n the Camp.’

“ Anti-malarial operations 1n Lahore Cantonment were earned out
under conditions which were in many respects favourable The special
facihties offered by the Mihtary orgamisation and strength of the
Cantonment were utiised with great care and energy with the result
that an 1mmense amount has been done to abolish the breeding places of
anopheles mosquitoes within the Cantonment and to deal with those
remammng Neverthless even withm the Cantonment breeding places
have not been altogether abohshed ”

“ The effect of the measures taken on the Malanal conditions of the
Cantonment appears to us to be negaiive. We do not think that there 1s
any proof that the anti-larval operations have contributed matenally to
the dimnution of Malaria among the British troops "

Dr. Dadachanji, the Chairman of the meeting of 22nd March
1915, informs me that this opinion of the expert Commuttee 1s an
exploded theory, but if the combmed opmion of such a phalanx of
experts only a few yews back. 15 now considered an exploded
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theory, what 1s the guarantee that the opmnion of a solitary expert
of your Municipality, on whose opwmion the present Malaria cam-j
paign 1s based would not als) be proved asan exploded theory..
Theie aie already signs, and Professor Geeddes, who 15 now m Inda,
has proclaimed from the house top, m different quaiters, and at
different tunes, the unwisdom of filing n or shutting up tanks
and wells I also cull the following from the DBombay Chronule
of z5th March 1915, page 6.

MALARIA AND I11S PREVENTION. .

At the London Institute of Cival Engmeers, Mr F D, Evans, Engi-
noer to the Malana Advisory Board of the Malay State, read a paper
on ** How to hght Malana,” 1n the course of which he made some sugges-
tions which are applicable 1n the case of India The methods employed by
the Malaria Board 1 the Malay States have met with very great success and
they consist chiefly 1n locking after and improving drainage 1t 1s essential
10 a campaign against Malaria that dramnage arrangement should be well
nigh perfect but 1t 18 not enough to look after the drains of a city, 1t 18
also necessary that woodlands, agricultural lands, etc, should be well
draimned Mr Evans remarks that the general immprovement mn agricul-
tural drainage necessarly means an improvement in the malarious con-
ditions  To quote figures, 1n Kuala Lumpur, where malarta was most
malignant, the remedial measures have been thoroughly carried out, and
although they are not yet complete the death-rate from Malara has now
fallen to 4 2 1n 1000 1 1913, whereas 1t was formerly as high as 98, In
tlus respect the Federated Malay States are said to be half a century mn
advance of India, and 1t 1s now admitted that dramnage 1s the most radi-
cal method of getting rid of this scourge India 15 a vietim to tlus
disease, and the yearly death-rate 1s more than 13 lakhs The Admiita
Blazai Patriha observes in this connection, that Mr KEvans’ remedies are
what that paper has all along suggested to the Government, and 1t con-
tends that since the introduction of railways without proper methods of
draining the pits and ponds from which earth has been removed for the
embankments malaria has been on the increase in Bengal Government
samtarians have also come to recognise this now.”

It practically supports the so-called exploded theory of the
Commuttee of experts in the Mian Mu campauign. The Sanitary
Engineer of the Malay States is quite emphatic on the fact that
the drainage of a city 1s responsible for the epidemic of Malaiia,
and not 1ts tanks and wells,

I do not put forward this variety of opinions as a challenge
against the present campaign in Bombay, which 1» carried on
under the auspices of the respected Municipal Commrssioner, I
simply want to show that there are several sides to the shield.
There are sets of experts whose opinions are as wide as under as the
two poles. 1

I, therefore, respectfully submit that your Corporation keeping
mn view on one hand the opimion of their expeit and on the other
the surtounding cucumstances, and tc allay the widespread dis-
content, which, 1n spite of what the respected Commissioner may
say to the contiary, cxists n Bombay against the present Malania
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campaign, would be good enough to devise some constructive
remedies, which would assuage the public feeling of annoyance
and serve, at the same tune, to be 2~ peimanent remedy agamnst
Malaria.

I have read in the papers a suggestion from Mr. Halai, who
was one of the witnesses in the present mquny, and that sugges-
tion, I respectfully submut, is a very sensible one, and should
appeal to us all.

The suggestion is that instead of employing the present ex-
orbitantly paid agency of the Malaria staff the Municipality should
engage certain gangs of workmen, who can be employed for
periodically cleaning tolerably good wells of Bombay, stock them
with fish and employ such other 1emedies as would exterminate
the larvze of any mosquitoes.

I would now proceed, gentlemen, with the proof, m support
of my first indictment, ¢ ¢, that the Malaia Departinent works with
one eye, and that is to close all wells, good, bad o1 ind:fferent

Dr. Shroff issues a notice on me, to close in or hermetically
seal my well, on the 17th of June 1912, This notice was not
served on me until the 20th of July, n e., 43 days after its 15sue.,
Between these dates, complauints are made that I did not allow
inspection of the well on certuin dates. On these occasions, the
24 hours’ notice, pre-ciibed under Section 438 of the Municipal
Act, wus not given to me, and I certainly could not be held res-
ponsible if no inspections could be allowed on those days. In
1egard to the complant for not allowing m<pection, I addressed a
communication to the Special Assistant, Malaria, on the 15th July
1912, which 15:—

373, Lower CoLaBa,
BouBay, 18t JuLy 1912

Mr. Shapurjee Hormasjee Mistiy 1s 1n 1eceipt of Dr K. B.
Shroff’s endorsement No. 6394 of the 15th instant on Dr H. D
Gimt’s report, dated the 12th idem, and begs to state that the al-
legations in Dr Gimi’s report are not based on facts but he seems
to diaw too much upon his imagmation,

The well will be open to mspection during moining hows in
presence of male membets of the fanuly by making a pruior ap-
pomntment, and only when no religious ceremonies aie being per-
formed in the Agiary built adjomnng the well.

t Needless to say that the well was mspected only a montb or
so before by Dr. Shioff himself, and it will be open to inspection
again any moining by piior appointment.

SHAPURJEE HORMASJEE MISTRY.

In this communication, 1 allude about a male member's pre-
sence, at the inspection, and [ have good 1easons for nsisting on
this pomt. In 1903, my well had the honom of a visit from
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another sub-commuttee, headed by the then esteemed Chairman of
the Standing Comnuttee, Dr. Dadachanji. Several misrepresenta~
tions were made at the time to the Standing Commuttee by Muni~
cipal Inspectors, regarding the well, and 1 would read the resolu-
tion of the then Standing Comnuttee, from which you will see that
I was justified in asking for the presence of a male member at
every 1nspection.

Copy of the Resolution.

Considered—Report of the Sub-Committee of the Standing
Commttee regarding the filing 1 “of the well at Premises No.
11, Hormusp Street, Lower Colaba.

" BoaBay, 19¢h October 1905

The Sub-Committee appointed by Standing Committee Reso-
lution No 2581, dated the 30th August 1905, to consider and °
report on the question of the filling in of the well at premises
No i1, Hoimusp Street, Lower Colaba, beg to report that after
personal inspection of the premises and actual measuiement they
find that the well in question s beyond 20 feet of the nearest privees.
Fuither the Sub-Committee are convinced from the reports of the
Chemical Analyser to Government and Dr. Sorab C. Nariman,
concurred in by the Divisional Health Officer, that the water of the
well 1s not at all, nor is Likely to be, contaminated It 1s constructed
of maso.ry work, uell comented throughout sts intirior and its sur-
roundiugs are kept scrupulously sweet and clean. In this opinion
the Drvisional Health Officer, No 1 Division, is in agreement wuh
the Sub-Commauttee. They therefore beg to recommend that the
Standing Commuttee Resolution No. 1730, dated the 1Yth July
1903, sanctioning the filling in of the well, be rescinded. '

2 This sanction was given by the Standing Committee on
the strength of the statements made mn the Commissioner’s letter
No. 11363, dated the 13th July 1905, as to the well being within
20 feet of the privies and as to the filthy condition of the water in
the well. The Sub-Commuttee understand that these statements
were based on wrong information supplied by an Inspector, and on
ecamnation of a sample of water obtained by the Inspector before
the well was cleaned after building. The Divisional Health Officer
informed the Sub-Commuittee that the measurement was taken
when the well was under construction and before the walls were
put up when necessarily a larger area had to be dug up and that the
sample was taken av a time when the water must necessardy have been
dirty.  The Sub-Commatiee thunk that the Inspector ought to have
known that that was not the proper time to take euler the measure-
ment or the sample of water for analysis. Owmg to such action,
the Sub-Committee 1egret the Stunding Comnuttee were placed
a fulse posiion and they beg to suggest that the Commussioner’s
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attention may be drawn to this fact wah.a view to prevent the recur-
rence of such tncidents n fulure.

(8d.) K. E. DADACHANJI.

(Sd.) J. BAPTISTA.

(Sd) FAZULBHCY CURRIMBHOY EBRAHIDM.
(8d) JAFFER RAHIMTOOLA. ‘

(8d.) N. N. KATRAK. .

Proposed by Mr. N. N. Katrak, seconded by Mr. Jaffer
Rahimtoola—

“That the report, dated the 19¢h October 1905, of the Sub-
No.zsry, Committee appointed by Standing Committee Reso-
"7 lution No. 2581,dated the 30th August 1905,regarding
the filling in of the well at premmses No. 11, Hoimu<n Street,
Lower Coluba, be approved and adopted and, in the circumstances
stated theremn, Standing Committee Resolution No, 1730, dated
the 19th July 1903, be rescinded.

#2. That a copy of the Sub-Commuttee’s Report, together
with paragraph 1 of this Resolution, be torwarded to the Commis-
stoner for information and guidance, with 1eference to Standing
Committee Resolution No. 2581, dated the 30th August 1905,

3. That in reply to their letteis,dated the 8th,12th and 15th
August 1905, Messrs, Edgelow, Gulabehand, Wadia & Co , Solici-
tors, and in reply to his letter, dated the 21st Angusi 1905, Mr.
Shapurji Hormusji Mistry be mnformed of the orders passed by the
Standing Committee.”

Carreed. .
(Sd.) M N. WADIA,

Municipal Secretary.

Am I wrong i demanding previousintimation? Why should
they give stealthy visits? At the time when the notice was served
on me on the 29th July, the Sub-Inspector who served it, took
an appointment from me for the 31st. The well was inspected
by him that day, when my biother who lives there was present,
and no Malaria larve were found, according to the Sub-In~pector’s
own admission. How 15 it then that Inspector Gimi, 1n s 1eport
to his superior on the 16th August, refers to the well as ¢ the
breeding place tor Anopheles”’

Between 31st July 1912 and 21st Febiuary 1913 five inspec-
tions were tauken by previous appointments, and no mosquito larva
were found during any of them.

The complaint from many of the witnesses in this inquiry is
that anopheles larve were said to have been found when then
wells were inspected by the officials of the Malania Department by
themselves, but when the same wells were mspected in the presence
of the owners, the larve wete non-existent. 1 know of other
instances of sunilar natuie of wells belonging {o owneis. who are
not witnesses in the present mquuy.
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Now, gentlemen, does not all this tend to show that ihe one
amm of the present Malaria Department 1s to find fault on the
slightest pretext with any and every well, with the ulterior motive
of closing or hermetically sealing them ?

Subsequent to the meeting of the Sub-Committee at my place
on 11th June 1913, up to the present day, I offered 75 inspections,
and over 5 dozen inspections were actually taken and no mosquito
larve were found.

Dr. Shroff in one of his letters, dated 17th December 1912,
states that although the larve have temporarily disappeared it does
not mean that the well could be considered free from larvz.

If after so many inspections have been taken, covering a
petiod of over two and a half years, and no mosquito larve of any
kind found, is not the well to be considered free from malaria
larvee, and 1f not when is it to be considered iree from Malaria
larve ?

I would also ask you, gentlemen, could my well be described
as a breeding place for Anopheles, as is done by Inspector Gimi
1n one of us reports to his superior, and could there be the shght-
est reason for filling it in, or hermetically sealing it, as was de-
manded in Dr Shroff’s notice. Do not these facts prove that the
Malana Department had only one aim, with regard to my well,
and that was to fill it in, or hermetically seal it, by hook or by
crook.

I would also ask you, gentlemen, was this not a.fit case of a
well, where, admitting for argument’s sake, that mosquito larve
wele in some instances found, the constructive remedies should
have been applied to it? I would, of course, leave you to draw
vour own interences, whether my first indictment that the Malaria
Depaitment works with one eye, and that is to fill in the wells of
Bombay, either good, bad or indifferent is or 1s not established.

T would now take up the second indictment against the Mala-
ria Department that it is overbearing, insolent, harassing and
annoying to a degree  Their conduct has been so provoking that
at times it might have led to a breach of the peace,

At the time when the Sub-Committee met at my place, I had
repeated these indictments before the gentlemen of the Sub-
Commuttee and the Commuissioner, and I was told that I should
subnut in writing my grievances to the Commissioner, who would
look mto them. I accordingly wrote a letter to the Commissioner
giving cover to an exhaustive statement of my grievances, and I
would ask your permission, gentlemen, to read that letter and the
statement,
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3173, Colaba Road,
Bombay, 16th June 1913,
P.R. CADELL, Egq., 1.CS,, C1 R,
Municipal Comnussioner
for the City of Bombay,
Bombay.

Re Well in premises No. 373, Culaba Itoad.
Sir,

As arranged at the meeting of the Sub-Committee held at the
ebove premises on Wednesday the 11th instant, I have the honour
to forward herewith a list of a few of the salient pomnts 1n connec-
tion with my case for favour of your perusal and tuking any action
in the matter as you may deem fit.

1 may, however, add that as a layman I have not been able to
do full justice to my case, but had I been allowed to be represented
by a Counsel as requested by me at the above meeting, I am sure I
;vollllld have been able to place my case 1n a more clear and better
1ght.

_ In concluding I have the honour to mention for your informa-
tion that the well 1s used exclusively by Parsis iving in the locality
and the water thereof utilized for their religious requirements

I have the honor to be,
! Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
SHAPURJI HORMUSJI MISTRY.

ENCLOSURE.
Re Well in premises No 373, Colaba Road.

Enclosure to the letter to the Commissioner,
dated 16th June 1913.

(1) Along with the copy of correspondence forwarded to the
Chairman and Members of the Standing Commuttee, a »esumé of the
official inspections held by the Malaria staff 1s also forwarded.
This resumé covers the period of 31st July 1912 to 21st February
1913.

I would ask the Malaria Officer to give specific instances of his
official demand for an inspection and my refusal to give the same
except the wspection demanded on the 21st of October 1912 which
day was the third day ceremony day of my deceased mother who
died on the 19th Uctober 1912.
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(2) The back door aear the well.

The question of the back door to which the Malaria Officet
has made reference in almost all of his correspondence has been
settled at the last meeting to the satisfaction of the gentlemen of
the Sub-Committee and the Municipal Commissioner that it was
umpossible to keep that door open on account of the position of
the Agiary, and the reference to the back door was simply made to
mislead the Commissioner. Also the plan submitted to the Com-
missioner by the DMalaria Officer was presumably a false one and
prepared to put the Commissioner on a wrong scent It was also
proved to the entiie satisfaction of the gentlemen present that this
door had remained shut for a considerable long time. The Com-
missioner ordered the coolies present to open the door, but the
bolts had gone so rusty, that even with the use of hammer it could
not be opened, much as the coolies tried to open it. The Malaria
Officer m alluding to this door has often alleged that people are
allowed to use that door. This was another false statement of the
Malaria Officer made with the view to mislead the Commussioner.

With reference to the plan referred to, I say that 1t was a
false plan, made for the purpose of misleading the Commissioner,
and before the meeting of the Sub-Committee at my place was
held, I had given to the Municipal Secretary a notice to produce
that plan, but the same was not forthcoming when called upon
during the meeting.

(3) Malaria Officer’s letter, dated 9th November 1912.

The Malaria Officer in this letter complains that inspection was
not allowed on the 24th October 1912 and 7th November 1912,
although he admits in the letter that there was a death in the
fanuly. The Malaria Officer who, I suppose, is a Zoroasirian Parsee
ought to have known what ceremonies are performed in the case of
a death in a Parsee Family and for how many days such ceremonies
last. Besides the Inspecting Officer had been there on the 24th
October 1912 and Tth November 1912 without any «previous
appointment, which he had no business to do after the intimation
of the Malana Officer, m his letter, dated 22nd August 1912, to my
Solicitors that 24 hours previous notice under Section 488 will be
given for every inspection.

") My Soliitors’ letter to the Malaria Oficer, dated 28th
November 1912, and Malaria Officer’s reply. dated 17th December
1912,

It is necessary to give certain % quotations *’ from these letters
to show the atlitude of the Malaria staff, who seem to have too
exalted a notion of their authority; because the Malaria Officer
means to say that ke does not care for the convenience of the inmates
of the house or thew social and religious usages. What he wants is
that inspection should be given nolens volens,
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Qui)taltion from our Solicitors’ letter, dated 28th November
912.

“ With reference to your Memo, No. 16897 of 14th November
1912, and the copy of the report of Dr. Gimi of the 9th
instant therein disclosed, we are instructed by our Chent in
the first instance to protest most strongly aganst the unjusti-
fiable and unwarranted remarks made bv you It seems that
the Municipal Officers are labouring under an imp1ession that
they can call on uny day and at any hour, regardless of the
convenience of our Client and the other inn alcs of his house
and of therr sociul and religious usages and olservances, and
require inspection of the well Our Chent’s mother very
recently died, and when your Inspector called on the 24th
ultimo ceremonies were actually being performed in memory
of the deceased, and for that reason inspection could not le
allowed. Tor similar reasons inspection could not be given
also on the T7th instant The Inspector was told on the
latter occasion that if he called at the hour he did in the
morning inspection could not be given as ceremonies were
performed during those hours which could not be on any
account interfered with. It s quite untrue that the In-
spector was told that no wnspection could be allowed for 15
days.

“ Ve very much regret to find that you should mpute motives
to cur Client wuhout there berng any grounds for doing so
and take up an unnecessary offensine attande tonards our

Client,

% Already in the course of the last 6 months your officers have
inspected the well of our client no less than four times and
every time no Malaria larve have been found.

“Qur client has not placed any obstructions or obstacles
in ‘the way of the Municipal Officers and does not
wish to do so. DBut he certainly has the right to expect that
he should not be molested m lus home and sulijected to unneces-
sary frequent demands and that too at times when actually
religious ceremonies are being performed an the house and the
water of the well is used in connection therewith.

“ Qur Client complains that he 1s being unnecessarily harassed.
Ilis conduct has ot been reprehensibe or mproper ot all, and
he has always allowed nspection whenever demanded. On
the contrary he has reason to complam about the conduct
of the Inspector, On the last occasion (21st November
1912), Inspector Gimi had the hardihood to say that
inspection cannot be refused and that the religious ceremonies
should be shut wp. This offensive remaik was absolutely
uncalled for and our Client hopes that in fature it will not
be 1epeated. .
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tSince writing this letter we have received your memo of the -
27th mstant, bearing No. 17626, Our Client has gone to;
Mahableshwar for the benefit of his health and on his return
thereliom we will be able to reply to the matters therein
stated. In the meantime we would suggest that if you
dewite to mspect the water of the well agam an appomntment
for the putpose may be taken from our Client, so that our
Client may not be put to any unnecessary trouble and
annoyance and that the early hours of the morning (when

1eliglous ceremomes aje being performed) should be

altogether avoided.”

Malaria Officer’s letter, dated 17th December 1912.

« Vith reference to your letter dated 29th November, I hava
the Lionour to state as under :—

¢ With reference to para. 3 my staf cannot be ¢rpecte l to come
at any time you may suggest. Of course my department 13
always desirous ot giving every facility to the public in cases
where religious ceremonies are performed But ' y.ur
case the cercumslances are quate different. It is for this very
reason that 1 stated in my former letter that entrance may
be given by the back door. This department only wants
entrance to exanine the well, and i 1s immaterial to me by
which door entrance 1s given, 24 hours previous notice s
always given to your Client and he is bound to gire us entrance
at the time spectfied,

“ As regards para. 5 my Sub-Inspector has no motive to tell a
deliberate lie.  Your Client did tell lum that ke won’t allpw
wnspection tor 15 days. .

“ As regards paras. 9 and 10 Dr. Giumi absolutely declines hav-
ing used the words your Clent has attributed to him. On
the contrary he has complained to me that your Client is
making very unpleasant observations so much so that he had
to keep his temper with great difficulty. Your Chent must
understand that he is not dealing with an ordinary Inspector
but with a graduate of good respectability. He expects your
Client to lehave well, Nolody wants to harass your Client
who on the contrary s placing olstacles tn our way. The
very fact of the enormous correspondence cairied on 1 this
case proves the truth of my statement. Not a single com-
plawnt has ever been made abouwt my staff of A Ward who
have orders to be courteous and obliging with every body.

“I hope now there won’t be any more correspondence on the
subject. If morning time does not suit your Client, I have
directed my staff to visit at any other time convenient to your

Chent, but the tume must be a ficed time for all future nspec-
tions.”
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The remaik of the Malaria Officer in this letter that «“ My
department 1s always desirous of giving every facility to the public
in cases where religious ceremonies are performed. But in your case
the circumstances are quite different.””  Why the circumstances 1n
my case are different is easily explained. The Malara Officer was
piqued at being thwarted by me 1n his attempt against my well.

The statement that 24 hours’ previous notice 1s always given 13
also untrue, because as I have pointed out before, in spite of their
protestations, they had visited the place on the 2ith October and
9th November without previous notice.

With regard to the words in the Malaria Officer’s above letter
that ¢ Your Client did tell that he won’t allow nspection for 15
days.” I canonly characterise this as an untruth, because on the day
in question I and my sister were lying ill in bed hovering between
Iife and death under the treatment of Dr. Choksey and our family
doctor, Dr, Satarawalla and European nurses, and were not able to
move out of our beds and all the inmates of the house weie in con-
stant attendance upon us both. If the Inspector chose to come as
he did without previous appointment no responsible person i the
house could have answered him. He may have applied to some
servant in the house and got his reply from such servant,

(5). Letter from Malaria Officer to my Solicitors, dated
29th Janvary 1913. My Solicitors’ letter to the Malara Officer,
dated 4th February 1913,

It is also necessary to quote from these letters :—

* With reference to the correspondence ending with Municipal
Commussioner’s No 28702 of 9th January 1913 regarding
well in premises of Mr, 8. H. Mistry, Colaba, I have the
honor to state that a Post Card was sent to your client on
the 21st intimating t6 him that the Malaria staff would visit
your Client’s premises on the 24th 1dem between 3 and 4

(S.T)

“ A letter was received fiom your client after 3 pm. on the
23rd instant intimating that the hour being inconvenent,
Saturday between 8 and 9 a.m. would smt him best. This
letter came into my hands on’ the afternoon of the day
appointed and the contents could not be communicated to
Dr. Gimi, who had been to the place at the appointed time
Entrance was refused, although there was no ceremony
going on and the door of the room locked.”

4 On previous occasion when we made morning appointments
- they were found inconvenient. When afternoon appoint-
ments were made they are also found inconvenient.”

“The well was however inspected by myself and the staff on
Saturday between 8 and 9 am,
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I now qve this last warnmg to your client that we will call
again whenever necessary at the hour convement to wus,
Pievious mtimation being given m all cases and of admis-
swon 15 refused we will take the assistance of the Police and
take such steps as wo have been legally advised. I do not
now intend to enter into any more correspondence on the
subject.” \

Our Solicitors’ letter, dated 4th February 1913. -

“ Your post card of the 21st January fixing the afternoon of the
24th 1dem for inspection of the well reached our client oni
the 22nd and on the same day our client wrote and posted
his letter to your address (for which he holds a post office
certificate} which should have reached you on the evening
of the same day or at the latest in the morning of the 23rd
wdem. It is no fault of our cliet that the letter, though
admittedly received in the Municipal office 24 hours Dbefore
the hour appointed for inspection and in sufficient téme to
enalle you to communcate the appointment theremn made tlo
the Inspector, did not come to your hands untel after that hour,
It must be quite evident to you therefore that rather than
©obstruct you or the Municipal Inspector our client at once

wrote giving an appointment when the inspection could
be made.

“ In consequence of the appointment made in the letter of the
22nd January no male member of our client’s family was
present between 3 and 4 p.n. on the 24th ultimo and the
ladies of the household naturally declined to give inspection.

% We have more than once informed you .that it would not
be possible tor our client to give inspection except when any
male membir of the family can be present at the time, and yet
you ignore that circumstance in your leiter under reply and
write as if the only objection urged by our client was the
performance of religious ceremonies, -

“ You did not communicate the result of your last inspection
on the spot, although in our correspondence we have request-
ed that this should be done, in order that no question might
"arise as regards same in future and our client might not be
put to the expense of recording it in correspondence. You
have not recorded the result even in your letter under
reply. Our client 1s thus forced to the conclusion that he is
unnecessardy put to expense and trouble in the matter.

The well has been inspected several times already. by the
Malaria staff during the past eight months without any mos-
quito larvee having been found therein, and our client does
not mind your mspecting it over and over again if you
desire to do so; but he 1s forced to say that he cannot sub-
scrabe to your opinon that you can inspect at any time

11
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contenient to you or the Malarvia Inspector regardless of his
own convenience an-d religious and other usages.

 The warning contained i your lefter maght well have leen
omitted. To say the least our Client thinks it comes with ol-
grace, having regard (o the fact that he has never refused
admission to his premises except for good reasons.

% The penultimate para, of your letter shows a determined offen-
sive attitude agamst our Client on the part of the ,Malaria
staff. Should you carry out your threat our client will be

« - compelled to adopt such measures in protection of his rights

and interests as he may be advised. It seems to our client
that you are under the impression that he does not know
what his rights and remedies are. .

“ Qur client does not wish to prolong this correspondence.”

With regard to the 1st para. of the Malaria Officer’s above
letter, I challenge the Malaria Officer to prove the truth of his
_assertion. He has tried to explain away his harassing conduct,

but in doing so he has made,certain false statements thinking that
they will go unchallenged. His post card of the 21st January
came to my hands on the morning of the 22nd. I wrote to him
on the same day and posted thé letter obtaming a postal certificate *
for the posting thereof. This letter in any case must have reached
the Malaria Office on the morning of the 23rd The Malana
Officer says that it came to his hands on the evening of the day of
inspection (24) and he consequently could not communicate with
Inspector Gimi. Now this inspection was fixed for the evening of
the 24th January, and it is very strange that nearly 36 hours
should have elapsed before the delivery of then letter in his office
and the time it reached his hands. This reveals that either there
must be gross laxity in his department or 1t is a clear case of
“ Suppressio Vers,”

I am inclined to think 1t is the latter and made for the purpose
of glossing over his wrong doings.

'The allusion to the Police in the Malaria Officer’s letter 1s per-
fectly scurrilous and an unprovoked insult from a Municipal servant
to a tax-payer.

(6) AMalaria Officer’s letter, dated 22nd August 1912.

The Malaria Officer complains 1n this letter that when he called
on the morning of the 4th June 1912 he was made to wait for 20
minutes before the inspection was given, because the male member
of the house was taking s bath.

What capital the Malaria Officer wants to make by alluding to
this circumstance is not quite clear. Does this Officer mean to
Say-—
(1) That the Bather should have left his bath immediately

and given the Malana Officer the mspection or
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(2) Whether the male inmates of the house should stand
at the threshold of their door every morning
awaiting the arrival of their Lordships of the
Malaria staff or

(3) Whether the Bather after his bath should have gone
down on his knees before His Lordship and with his
arms folded begged for his Lordship’s forgiyeness.

If he had to wait for 20 minutes (?) he has himself to thank
for that, because he was not there under any previous appointment.

From what transpired at the last meeting it seems to me that
the Malara Officer has impressed upon the members of the Sub-
Committee and the Commussioner that the water of the wells is
medicated before inspection and consequently no Malaria larve
are found at the inspection. If 1t is so, it 15 a base allegation; and T'
would challenge the Malaria Officer to prove ls allegation  This
can, I think, easily be done by submitting the water to an analytical
test

I must say that throughout the interval Inspector Gimi’s con-
duct has been very reprehensible, The incident of the 21st Novem-
ber 1912 was particularly such as to give provocation to any man
and cause a breach of the, peace. Although the Malaria Officer’s
instructions had been to give previous notice he had frequently
called at the place without giving such notice, not only with the
object of trumping up a case that inspections were refused but also
to annoy and harass us. He has been mstrumental in giving rise
to the enormous correspondence that has been entailed in this case
with what purpose he himself knows.

He has not been straight in his actions and we had to complain
to the Commussioner about his refusing to give report of his 'fin-
spections and his defiance that ke was not bound to gwe such a report
15, I presume, unwarranted. '

The above will prove to you, gentlemen, the truth of my
second indictment that “ The Malaria Department is overbearing,
insolent, harassing, and annoying to a degree. Their conduct has
been so provoking that at times it might have led to a breach of
the peace.”

As to what was the result of the Commissioner’s investigation
of my case, I have heen left upto now in ignorance. I am not even
aware whether the Commissioner has done me the honour of casting
his eyes on my case, or whether the same has been shelved in one
of the pigeon-holes of his Office.

I would now proceed to read the correspondence with the higher
Municipal Officials, which would show how by gross misrepiesen-
tation of the Malana Dejaitment, the Commissioner and the Stand-
ing Commuttee were led away, in according their sanction for the
covering up of my well,
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., _Gentlemen, I must assure you that I do not read this correo-
pondence with any carping spint, but I read 1t with a view to show
to you, to what pitch the Commissioner’s ange1 was raised, by the
false and unjustified statements of the Malaria Officials. The coi-
respondence proves to the hilt, that so led away by the misstatement

of the Malaria Officers, the Commissioner was

as liars and obstructionists,

Bombay, 28th Nov. 1912,

Dr. K. B. Suzorr,
Special Assistant to the
Health Officer,
Malaria Ward,
. Bombay Municipality.

Sir,

Referning to your Memo No.
M/17233 of 1912-13, dated the 19th
instant, we are informed by Mr.
Shapuryi Hormasp Mistry, that
your Malaria Inspector Dxr, Gimi
attended at our chent's premises
between the hours of 8 and 9
A, M onthe 2lst instant and 10-
spected the well and the result of
the inspection as declared by him
to our chent’s brother was that
absolutely no Mualara larra was
Jound, Please furnish to us a copy
of this report Dr. Gim must have
submitted to you.

We beg to pomnt out that your
notice of 18th mstant was not at
all sufficient as 1t did not specify
the purpose namely the inspection
of the well.

‘With reference to your Memo.
No. 16897 of 14-11-12 and the copy
of the report of Dr. Gim1 of the 9th
instant therein disclosed, we are
instructed by our client in the first
insfance to protest most strongly
against the unjustifiable and unwar-
1anted remarks made by you. It
seems that the Mumnicipal Ofticers
are labouring under an ymm ession that
they can call on any day ard at any

pleased to stamp us

No. 19493 of 1912-1913.
Bombay, 17-12-1912.

Municipality of Bombay,
Public Health Department,

No. 57 Hornby Road.

From

THE SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO
tiE HEALTH OFFICER,

MALARIA.

To

-

Messrs. Edgelow, Gulabchand
and Wadia,

Solicitors, 57, Esplanade Road.
Gentlemen,

‘With reference to your letter,
dated the 28th ultimo on behalf
of your chent Mr Shapurp Hor-
masjl Mistry, 1 have the honour
to state as under:—

‘With reference to para. 3, my
staff cannot be expected to come
at any time you may suggest. Of
course my department 18 always
desirous of giving every facility to
the public 1n cases where religious
ceremonies are performed. DBut
your client’s case the circumstances
are quite different It 1s for this
very reason that I stated 1 my
former letter that entrance may be
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hour regardiess of the convemence of
owr client and the other mumates of s
house and of theu socral and 1eligious
usages and ob~eriances and require
wmspection of the well,

Our chent's mother very recent-
ly died and when your inspector
called on the 24th ultimo, ceremonies
wera actually berng performed in
memory of the deceased and for
that reason inspection could not be
allowed For simlar reasons -
spections could not be given also
on the 7th mstant The Inspector
was told on the latter ocecasion
that 1f he called at the hour he dad
1n the mormng mspection could not
be given as ceremonies were per-
formed during those hours which
could not on any account be inter-
fered with.

It 18 quite untrue that the
Inspector was told that no 1nspec-
tion could be allowed for 15 days.
1t 18 quite true that there 18 a
backdoor for entrance but that 1s
for our client’s convenience and
not for the convemence of the
Municipal officers.

We very much regret to find
that you should impute motives to
our chent without there bemng any
grounds for doing so and take up
an unnecessarily offensive attitude
towards our client.

Already 1n the course of the
last 6 months your Ofhcers have
inspected the well of our client no
less than fow: fimes and every time
o Malaral tar ve have been found.

It seems to be quite unreason-
eble to say the least that our chent
should be harassed like this with
demands of inspection especially
when the water of the well has
stood the test so many times and
there 18 no reason to think that
there are any malaria larvee 1n it.

Our chient has not placed any
obstructions or obstacles 1n the way
of the Mumcipal Officers and does

d 1

given by the back door. This De-
partment only wants entrance to
examine the well and 1t 18 1mmate-
rial to me by which door entrance
18 given, 24 hours’ previous notice
18 always given to your chent and
he 15 bound to give us entrance at
the time specified.

As regards para 5, my Sub-
Inspector has no motive to tell a
deliberate ie  Your client did tell
him that he won’t allow 1nspection
for 15 days.

‘With reference to para. 8, you
seem to be under an impression
that only your clhent’s house 1s
frequently inspected. We have
nearly 88 Sub-Inspectors distribu-
ted in different parts of the City
with 1nstructions to inspect each
and every well In some places
the nspection 18 made every 8 days
and 1 some after 15 days, accord-
ing to the importance of the loca-
Lty

Larvae of anopheles mosquitoes
were detected by me personally on
30-7-1912 1n your chient's well and
the same were shown to your client
{ride my No 10169 of 22-8-1912).
Although the larvee have temporair-
ly desappeared 1t does not mean that
the well could be consideied fiee fiom
lare,

As regards paras 9 and 10,
Dr, Gim absolutely declines having
used the words your client has at-
tributed tohim  On the contrary
be has complained to me that your
client 18 making very unpleasant
observations 8o much so that he
has to keep his tomper with great
difficulty, Your chent must under-
stand that he 18 not dealing with
an ordinary Inspsctor, but with a
Graduate of good respectability,
He expects your client to behave
well. Nobody wants to “harass”
your client, who, on the contrary, 18
placing obstacles in our way, The
very fact of the enormous corres-
pondence carried on 1n this case
proves the truth of my statement.
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not wish to do so. But he certain-
Iy has the nght to expect that he
should not be molested 1n his home
and subjected to unnecessary fre-
quent demands and that, too, at
times when actually religious cere-
monies are being performed 1n the
house and the water of the well 1s
used 1n connection therewith

Our chient complains that he
18 being unnecessarily harassed.
Hia conduct has not been reprehen-
sible or improper at all, and he has
always allowed inspection when-
ever demanded. On the contrary
he has reason to complain about
the conduct of the Inspector. On
the last occasion Dr Gim had the
hardihood to say that inspection
cannot be refused and that * the re-
ltgious ceremontes should be shut wp ™
This offensive remark was abso-
lutely uncalled for and our chent
hopes that 1n future 1t will not be
repeated.

Since writing this letter we
have received your Memo of the
27th instant bearing No. 17826,
Our client has gone to Mahablesh-
war for the benefit of his health
and on his return therefrom we
willbe able to reply to the matters
theren stated. In the meantime
we would suggest that 1f you desire
to inspect the water of the well
agamn, an appointment for the pur-
pose may be taken from our client
80 that our chent may not be put to
any unnecessary trouble and an-
noyance and that the early hours
of the mornmg (when rehgious
eeremonies are bemg performed)
should be altogether avoided As
you are aware there 18 actually a
zoom set apart as an Agiary n our
elient’s house where all rehgious
eeremonies are performed

We have the honour to be,
Sir, .
Your most obedient servants,
(8d) EpceELow, GULABCHARD
and Wabpia,
Soliators, High Court.

Not a smngle complaint has ever
bven made about my staff of
A Ward who have orders to be
courteous and obliging with every-
body.

I hope now there won't be any
more correspondence on the sub-
ject. If morming time does not
suit your client, I have directed
my staff to visit at any other time
convenient to your client, but the
time must be a fixed time for all
future inspections

I have the honour to be,
Gentlemen,
Your most obedient servant,
(Sd ) K B. SHrurrF,
Special Assistant to the
Health Officer, Malaiia
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Bombay, 14th Dec. 1912,
To
Tag MuNicipaL COMMISSIONER
ror THE CiTy oF BomMBay,
Bombay.
Sir,

We have the honour to address
this commumcation to you on
behalf of our chent Mr. Shapurp
Hormasy Mastry.

Qur chent 18 the owner of a
house situate at Colaba and bear-
g No 373

There 18 an out-bmlding 1n the
premises which 18 set apart and
used as an Agiary for the perform-
ance of religious rites and cere.
monites and attached to this Agiary
and mmmediately m front of 1t 18 a
well expressly sunk for the purpose
thereof and of the religious rites
and ceremonites and which has been
always and 18 being used for such
purposes

Since the month of May 1912,
the Malaria Staff of the Bombay
Municipality has been attending
at the premises to inspect the
water of the well.

Our client was by a notice dated
the 17th June 1912 but served
upon him on the 29th of the follow-
ing month (¢ ¢,a month and iwelve
days later) 1ssued by Dr. K. B.
Shroff, Special Assistant to the
Health Ofhcer, Malaria, required
to fill in the well or to herme-
tically cover 1t on the ground
that mosquito larvee which were
alleged to have been found n the
well constituted a nuisance and
danger to health,

Thereupon correspondence took
Place between ourselves on behalf
of our client and Dr K. B Shroff
in which we pomted out that the
report as to the finding of the
mosquito larves was not correet
and requested him to withdraw the
notice. Subsequently the notice
was not acted upon but was drop-
ped But our chient has since been
very often troubled with frequent
demands for mspection of the
water of the well and as a matter
of faet the well has since been
eaamined several tunes with the

-

o

No. 28702 of 1912-183.
From

P. R. Capery, Esq,ICS,
Munieipal Commissioner
for the City of Bombay,

To
'
Messrs. Epgerow, GULABCHAND,
Wab1a & Co,,
Solicitors.

Municipal Commissioner’s Office,
Bombay, 9th January 1913,

. *
Gentlemen,.

With reference to your letter
No 7938/12 of the 14th ultimo on
behalf of Mr. Shapury Hormasji
Mistry, I have the honour to refer
you to letter No 19493 of the 17th
1idem from the Special Assistant
Health Othcer, Malaria

From a plan of the premises whick
I have seen 1t does not appear that
a visit to the well need disturb any,
ceremonies which may be going on
at the time 1n_your client’s private
Agiary. 1f, bowever, your chent
objecis to the Municipal Staff
passing near the Agiary at all, he
can request and permit them to
eoter by the back door near the
well, which 18 close to the Agiary.”
Ifind that in several cases members
of the Mumicipal Staff have not
entered the house, because religious
ceremonies were gomng on. Had
the Municipal Staff been allowed
to entér by the back door, there
could have been no reason for
refusing entry to the Municipal
Staff

On two occasions larve wers
found and on one of these Dr,
Shroft showed them to your chent s
brother Itis clear that the well,
if 1t 18 allo xed to continue, must be
subject to regular 1nspection,
There 18 no wish to nterfere with
your chent's religious ceremonies
but 1t 18 obvious that he s taking
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result Zhat no mosquito larie have
been found and the water has been
found to be quste clear and pure as s
admtted by the Mumcipal Analyst
and Di, Shroff hunself and the
reports made by the Malara In-
spector s, copies whereof have been
supphed to us,

Our chent keeps the well 1n 2
very clean condition and the water
of the said well 18 very clear and
there seems to be absolutely no
reason for repeated and frequent
wmspections of the well when the
Muntcipal Analyst and the Muni-
cipal Inspectors, as also Dr K B,
Shroff are satisfied and have report-
ed that there are no mosquato lari @
in the uell,

1t may not be out of place here
to mform you that previous to May
1912 Dr Bentley had with Inspee-
tor Mama exammned the well and
pronounced the water of the well
to be absolutely pure and firee from
any mosquito la) ve and eipressed lus
entune satisfaction at the stale 1n
whick the well was kept by our client.

The Malana Stafl used to attend
for mspection of the water of the
well at hours when actually rehgi-
nas ceremonies were being perform-
od 1n the Agiary and the water of
the well was being used for the
purposes of such ceremoutes gnd on
the 21st November 1912 Dr H D
Gim, the Malana Inspector of the
A Ward, who attended for inspec-
tion made a remark to our client s
hrother that wmspection should not
be refused to lnm and that *“the
seligrous cerentonres should be <hut
up  Qur chent'’s brother excrcised
great forbearance en that occason

Even under Section 488 of the
Mumeipal Act due regard must
always be had to the social and
religlous usages of the occupants of
the premses but our chent very
much regrets to say that every
altompt has beon made 1n his case
to disteyard these usages wn spite of
the fact that the premises in connec-
tion with which the well s used, s an
Aqmy erpresly set apart for 1elige-
ous purposes and that the water of

up an attitude of obstruction to
the Mumecipal Staff 1 trust you
will point out to him the unwisdom
of his doing so.

T have the honour to be,
Gentlemen,
Your most obedient servant,

P R Cavrry,
Mumcipal Commissioner
for the City of Bombay.
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the well s used wn connection urth
such purposcs

The Malana Inspector also
knows that recently our client’s
mother died and on two occasions
when he attended, religious cere-
montes were actually being per-
formed 10 memory of the deceased

Our chient has no desire to pre-
vont any spection of the water
of the well, 1f 1t 18 made for the
purpose of ascertamning 1ts sani-
tary condition but what he objects
to, and has more than once pro-
tested against in correspondence
with the Special Assistant to the
Health Ofhcer, 18 the manner n
whieh he s tieated and the way he
1s tioubled and haiassed by fiequent
and 1epeated wmspections by the In-
spectors when no necessity ersts
therefor

In any event, our client says,
rogard must be had to the perform-
ance of the ielypous rites and
ceremontes 1 the Agiary and in-
spection should not be demanded at
hours and on occasions when cere-
montes are actually bewng peiformed

The last inspection was on the
Tth wstant when Dr. Gim was
asked by our client’s brother, after
he had examined the water (to
communicate the result thereof to
him, but Dr Gima contrary to the
usual previous practice dechned to
do so, and referred him to Dr
Shroff saying he was not bound to
give the result of the mspection as
requested Our chent's brother
was present during the whole of
the mspection and at once asked Dr
Gumi to note that the water was
clear and no mosquito larve were
found m the well

Our client understands that 1t 1s
usual for Mumapal Inspectors
examiming well water to note the
result of their exanunations on
mspection cards on the spot and to
show them to the parties conceined,
Ho does not understand why this
practice 18 departed fiom 1n this
case It would save misunder-
standing and unnecessary conflict
if the result of the inspection s
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declared on the spot to the partics
concerned.
-Under these circumstances we
bave the honour to request you
that you will kindly have the
' necessary enquiries made 1n the
matter, and 1ssue instructions to
the Malana Staff to refrain from
harassing or troubling our chent
with frequent demands of inspec-
tion of the water of the well, and
also at hours and times when reh-
gous nites and ceremonmes are
performed and also to note the
result of their examination on
«anspection cards and produce same
to our chent,
We have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servants,
EpcELow, GULABCHAND AND
Wabis,
Sohieitors, High Court,

I specially invite your attention, gentlemen, to the dates of this
corre~pondence.

My Solicitor’s letter to the Malaria Department is dated the
28th November. My Solicitor’s letter to the Commissioner com-
plaining about the Malaria Department is dated the 14th December.
The Malaria Department’s reply to my Solicitor’s letter of the
28th November, is dated the 17th December, ie, 20 days after
the receipt of that letter, and 3 days after my Solicitor’s letter to
the Commissioner, compluining about that Department of which
evidently the Department had got wind. The Commussioner’s
reply is dated the Uth January 1913, and is based on -the letter of
the Malaria Department of the 17th December, which 1s full of
false and unjustifinble statements, made with the view to put the
Commussioner on the wrong scent. This is a very sigmficant fact
that charges preferred again<t the Malaria Department, mstead of
being investigated by the Commusioner, are left to be rephed to
by the Department it<elf. The Commissioner sumply refers to that
Ietter, and comes to the conclusion that it is obvious to him that
I have tauken up an attitude of ob truction to the Municipal staft,

\

Bombay, 20th January 1913,
& Encloswies

Tag Mo~NicipaL COMMISSIONER
For THE Criy oF BouBay,
Bombay.
Sir,
We have the honour to acknow-
ledge receipt of your letter
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No 28702 of the 9th mstant n
reply to ours of the 14th ultimo on
the subject of the well m the pre-
mses at Lower Colaba belonging to
our client Mr Shapurp Hormasj
Mistry.

Our chient regrets to see that
your letter 1s based upon the falla-
cious statoments made in the letter
No 19493 of the 17th ultimo from
the Special Officer, Malaria, to our-
selves which 18 referred to by you
and which we may inform you,
remained unanswered owing to our
chent’s absence from Bombay and
the mtervening Chrnistmas Holi-
days.

In the first place a variety of
motives are imputed to our client,
although our client, who has taken
up his residence in the suburbs for
the past two years, was not present
at the time of the different visits of
the Malana Inspector except one

How misleading the statements
of the Malana Othcer are, will be
evident from the fact that the back'
door to which reference 1s made mn
your letter cannot, as our chent 18
prepared to prove if necessary to
your entire satisfaction, be opened
under any circumstance when cere-
monies are going on i the Agiary
which 18 1n proximity to the well mn
question, '

Our client 18 very anxious to
remove the musconception created
on your mind by the misstatement
of the Malaria Officer 1n this con-
nection, and we are asked by our
chent to request you to be good
enough to give the place a wisit so
that you may find out very clearly
how far the Malaria Officer has
tried to pervert the facts in spite
of frequent explanations given to
him by our client.

With regard to the other state-
ments made 1n the Special Officer’s
letter m questipn, our chent has
requested us to forward herewith
(which we do for your perusal)
copten of the letters noted at foot
hereof, the first addressed by our
chent and the others written by us
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to the Specal Officer, Malana,
which can only lead to one conclu-
sion that the attitude taken up by
that Officer has been one of annoy-
ing and harassing our chent OQur
. chient specially requests us to draw
your attention to the reprehensible
conduct of the Malaria luspector,
Dr. Gimi, who has left no stone
unturned to annoy our client in
consequence of what our chent
wrote to the Special Officer on the
18th July last._

Our chent has not the shghtest
hesitation or objection to the well
being mspected as often as may be
desired, but what he asks us to
request you 18, that you will be
good enough to nstruct the Mala-
ria Department to pay their vieits
of inspection after obtaiming a pre-
vious appointment from our chent
and to supply our clhent or his
representative on the spot with
the report of the result of the in-
spection then held Such arrange-
ment will as we think tend to re-
move all cause of the alleged com-
plamnt from the Malaria staft of
detention, &c, because 1t 18 quite
natural that our chent cannot allow
the inspection, if the Malana In-
spector calls when ceremonies are
actually being conducted in the
Agary.

We trust that you will be good
enough to accede to our chent’s
above very reasonable request and
18sue the necessary mnstructions to
the Maiarnia Department.

Yours truly,
Ep¢eELow, GULABCHAND,

Wabpia & Co.

Letters.

18th July 1912 from Shapurp
Hormasj: to the Malaria Officer

30th July 1912 from Messrs.
Edgelow, Gulabchand, Wadia &
Co , to the Malaria Ofhicer

81lst July 1912 from Messrs E
G W. & Co. to the Malana
Officer

30th September 1912 from Messrs.
E G W. & Co. to the Malana
Officer,

Te

<D



98th November 1912 from Messrs.
E G. W & Co., tothe Malana
Officer

26th January 1913,
To
Tueg MuNiciraL CoMMISSIONER
ror THE Ciry oF BomBay.
Sir,
We are informed by our client
Mr Shapury Hormasj Mistry that

on the next day after our letter to -

you of the 20th instant regarding
the well in his premises at Colaba
Road, he recewved the enclosed post
card demanding mspection of the
well and that m reply thereto he
wrote to the Malana Officer
requesting him to defer such
mspection to the following morming.
In spite of such intimation the
Malaria Staff called at our chient's
premises on the afternoon of the
24th as mentioned 1n the post card,
demanding mspection which how-
ever could not be given as no male
member of the family was present
at the time. A wvisit was agamn
paid this morning by the Malaria
Officer personally attended by Dr.
Gimi, the Malaria Inspector, and
another Mahomedan Inspector on
the Malaria staff,

The water from the well was
drawn three or four times in succes-
sion and was very minutely examin-
ed and subjected to microscopic
test, but no mosquito larvie were
found therein

Our chent regrets that no re-
port of the exammation was furnish-
ed to his representative as requested
1n our previous letter to you, This
omssion compels our client to cause
this letter to be addressed to you
in order that the result of the in-
spection may be noted.

Our chent agamn requests us to
state that he does not 1n the least
object to mnspectigns being held as
often as the Malana ofhcer likes on
getting previous appointment from
him, but at the same time he would
request you to be good enough to
instruct the Malaria Stafl to furnish
hin or his representative on the



spot with the result of such mspee-
tion as otherwise our chent would
be put to the necessity of mecurring
costs of causiug lotters to be written
recording the result of the 1n-
spection

Yours truly,

Solicitors, High Court

From
P.R Capeii, Esq,TCS,
Municipal Comnussionor
for the City of Bombay.

To
Messrs E. x Wapa & Co,
Soliaturs,
DBombay.,

Municipal Commissioner's Oflice,
Bombay, 29th January 1913.

Gentlemen,

With reference to yonr lotter
of the 20th Janunary 1 have the
honor to state that if your clieut
continues to give as much trouble
to the Malaria Stafl as he can, keis
bound, thouyh he may succeed tn berng
obstructive, to be tioubled wn turn by
Siequent 1iats  1tas clear that your
cheut could be saved any disturb-
ance 1f he allowed the back dom
besule the well to be used I observe
that 1 your letter of the 2sth
November you state that it 1s quite
true that there 18 a back door for
entrance but that s for your chent's
convemence and not for the con-
vemuence of Mumerpal Officrs This
seems to.me a very foolish as well us
a discourteous 1eply 1 am unable
to correspond unth you further but
must warn you against the unicrsdom
of obstructing Municipal Othcers in
their duty. .

I have the honour to be
Gentlemen,
Your most obedient servant,

(8d) P.R Cadell.

12th February 1913,
To
Tue MuNIcIPAL CoMMISSIONER
yoR THR CITY OF BoMpay,
Bombay

Sir,
Re WWell mn premres at Lowe:

Colaba bearing No 373

Your letter of the 29th ultimo
bearing No. 30948/1913 was duly
to hand

Our chent regrets to find that
he 18 still unjustihably charged
with being troublesome and ob-
structive to the Malana Staft when
as a matter of fact he 18 not, and
that he 18 threatened with fiequent
visits to rouble hun wn future

With regard to the remarks
made by you i connection with
the back door 1n our chent's pre-
mises, we must say that we aro nnt
accustomed to receice letters couched
mn  suck offensie terms, and we
can only 1eg1et that you hare n your
letter undcr acknouledyment departed
from the politeness und dignity ue hare
aluays found m the letters of yow
predecessors and of all other high
Offcraels wrth whom we haie to cor-
1espond wn our professwnal duties

We have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient se1vants,

Referring to the Commissioner’s letter to my Solicitors of 29th
January 1913, I would here beg to explain the particular meident
about the back door, This letter by Me~us Edgelow, Goolabchand,
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Walia & Co. was witten at the time when I was not in Bombay
and there had been some misundeistanding in the instructions
given to them This back door was origimally mtended for the con
venience of the Paisee Residents of the locality requiring the water
of the well for religtous puiposes. Since the advent of the Malariy
Department this door was permanently closed and has never been
opened upto now. The 1dea about the back door instilled in the
mind of the Commissioner by false statement of the Malaria De-
partment, had raised the Commussioner’s anger to such a high
pitch that the matter was biought to a climax by the expression
u-ed in the Commissioner’s letter to my Solieitors. That expres-
sion took a very serious turn, and the question was one, whether
my Solicitors should get a proper redress fiom the Commissioner
through a Cowit of Law. A consultation for the purpose was held
in the chamber of one of the leading European Counsel in
Bombay with the result that the reply to the Commissioner from
my Solicitors, dated 12th Febiuary 1413, was penned by that
emnent Counsel It was a great raliet to m2, although the pen-
nmg of that letter cost me nearly a hundied rupees, and I had to
luse the advice and services of my Solicitors m this case.

Bombay, Oth March 1913.
To
Tar Muxicreat CovMISSIONER
ror TuUg CITy oF Bowsay,
Bombay.

Sir,
Ro  Well wn premases No, 873,
Colaba Xoad,

I have the honour to inform you
that a visit was paid on the 3rd
stant by the Deputy Health
Ofiicer, Samtary Department, at my
premises No 373, Colata Road, to
wmspect the well I was also m-
formed by the Special Assistant to
the Health Officer, Malaria, that he
proposed to report the case of this
well to the Standing Commuttce
for their sanction to hermetically
seal the well 1n question.

Before you accord your assent to
the Malaria Officer’s applhication, I
would, 1n this connection, request
your kind attention to the volu-
ninous correspondence passed be-
tween my Sohcitors,Messrs Edgelow,
Gulabehand, Wadia & Co, and the
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Malaria Officer and my smd Soli-
citors and your honour on the
same subject.

I further have the honour to for-
ward herewith for your consider-
ation the 2 letters addressed to your
honour one by the Head Priest of
the Parsees and the other by my
Family Priest which will prove to
your satisfaction that the well s
used 1n eonnection with the Agiary
on the premises for the purpose of
performing Iigh rehgious ecere-
monies a8 Yajesne, Vandidad, &e.,
and by covering up the wzll these
ceremonies capnot be performed.

I need hardly mention that the
well 18 free from any mosquto
larvse and m face of the Malara
Ofhcer's own frequent admissionr
that it 18 80, 1t cannot under any
circumstance be classed as nuil-
saDcer.

On perusal of the correspondence
referred to above and the 2 en-
closures hereta, I feel confident
that your honour will be fully eon-
vineed that no aetion of any nature
18 called for by the present state
of the well which 18 in first class
order.

I am forwarding a eopy of this
letter with its 2 enclosures to the
Standing Commtttee for favour of
consideration by that body.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your most obedient servant,
(Sd.}) Smapurs1 HorMass1 MisTrY,
Owner premises No 373,

Colaba Road.,

\

~

I.have said in my statement that when approaching the
higher officials with your grievances, you are stamped as being
liars and obstructionists.

1 would leave you, gentlemen, to judge whether the Com-
tnissioner was led away by the misstatements of the Malaria De-
partment, or whether the Commissioner, in writing his rephes to
my Solicitors, had sufficient evidence to come to that conclusion,
after going nto both sides of the case,
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My further grievance is that in spite of repeated teqiiests to
the Malaria Depaitment and the Commissioner to mnotify the
results of inspections on the spot, this was studiously _avoxded.‘
Why was thatso ? If the Malaria Department does its work
above board where 1s the necessity of not disclosing the results
of the inspections on the spot. 1 have been put to unnecessary
trouble and much expense of having these results put on record
through my Bolicitors and my object in doing so even at some
expense, will be evident to you. Thisis a procedure unheard of,
and with what object the report is withheld, it is for you to judge
and determine. This pont and the notice of 24 hours, prescribed
under section 488 of the Municipal Act, are the two pomnts of
tundamental importance, which the Malaria Department have
tried to shuk, for reasons best known to themselves.

It is such treatment of the representation about the griev-
ances of the tax-payer, that makes one feel, that he is not living
under the benign British Rule, but under some Turkish yoke.

. The pin-pricking policy.

The pin-pricking policy is still going on, in spite of the fact
that there is nothing to complain about the well, and at times it
becomes so annoying, that 1t amounts to sheer persecution,

~ 873, Colaba Road,
Bombay, 23rd July 1913.

To
Tue Municirar CoMMISSIONER

For THE CITY OoF BoMBaY,
Bombay,
Sir,
Re Well in premises No, 373,
Colaba Road.

I have the honour to inform
you that since writing my letter to
you of the 26th ultimo, this well
was 1nspected by the Malaria De-
partment 1n the mornings of the
following days without any mosquito
larvee having been found therein .—

Toesday, 8th July,
Saturday, 12th July.
Monday, 14th July.
Tuesday, 17th July,
Monday, 21st July. -
Tuesday, 22nd July,

I write this tn order to place
the results of these inspections on
your record, a8 I am not supplied
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with reports each time the inspec-
tion 1s held, and especially as at
the inspection held on Monday, the
14th July, I was met with a cheeky
reply from Inspector Gim that he
was not supposed to tell me any-
thing 1n answer to my inquiry if
there was anything wrong with the
water.

~ Tamsending a copy of ths
Jetter to the Malaria Department,
8o that it may remain on their re-
cord also.

I have the honour to be,
Sir, N
Your obedient servant,

No. 373, Colaba Road,
Bombay, 23rd August 1913.

To \
Tax Municipar CoMMISSIONER
ror THE CITY OF BoyBay,
Bombay,

Sir,
Re: Well in premises No. 373,
Colaba Road,

Since writing my last letter of
the 23rd ultimo n this connection,
the above well was mspected by
the Malana staff on the following
days without finding any mosquito
larve 1 the water.—

‘Wednesday, 30th July

Fnday, 1st August.
Tuesday, 6th August,
Thursday, 7th August.
Saturday, 16th August
‘Wednesday, 20th August.
Saturday, 23rd August.

I wnte this with a view to
place on record the results of these
mspections, and I am also sending
a copy hereof tothe Malana Ofticer
for lus record.

I have honour to be,
Sir,
Your obedient servant,

(8d.) Szarursi Hormassr
MisTrY,
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No. 16750 of 1913-14.
From ,
J Cururar, Esq,I C. S, p
Municipal Commissioner
for the City of Bombay
To

Mr Smaprursi HorMassI
Mis1RY.

l\lillllClpul Comnussioner’s Othee,»
Bombay, 18th September 1913,

JMemo,

With reference to the previous
correspondence regarding the well
at premises No 373, Colaba Iioad,
the Commussioner 1s informed that
Mr Shapurp Hormasj Mistry has
been raising obstacles to the mspec-
t1on being carried out by the staff
of four persons which 1s the usual
number employed m the work of
mspecting wells He 18 requested
to reframn in future from raising
such obstacles The 1nspection 1s
mdispensable, and 1t 18 to the inter-
est of both parties concerned that
1t should be carried out smoothly
and expeditiously '

For the present only one mspec-
tion will be made weekly on any
day out of the two fixed by Mr.
Shapurjt Hormasy Mistry.

(8d) J Crrrar,
Mumeipal Commussioner.

Ths letter comes fiom the Acting Municipal Comniissioner,
evidently written at the mnstance of the Malara Department after
Mr. Cadell’s depature fiom Bombay, and three months after the
anangementarrived at by Mr Cadell and the Sub-Commuttee, which
is already recorded, and after 14 'inspections had been actually
taken by one Inspector and a Sub-Inspector. This question of
how many men were necessaly to inspect the well was fully gone
into at the meeting of the Sub-Commuttee at my place. This well
1s a small well with a diameter of only 6 feet, and 1t was considered
that one man was quite sufficient to mspect the well. I had pont-
ed out to the Sub-Conrnittee that 1f the Malaria Depaitment
brought four men, 1t would be necessary for me to keep as many
men on the spot to watch their procesdings. -

The Acting Mumeipal Commissioner seems to have a very
poor notion about the time and liberty of the tax-payers. He
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states that “ only one inspection will be made weekly on any day

out of the two fixed by Mr. Shapuryi Hormasp Mistry.”

I do not

understand 1n what way it helps me, because my representative had
always to wait for the pleasure of the Malaria Department at both

appointments.

No. 17477 of 1913-14
Bombay, 23rd October 1913.

Municipahity of Bombay,
Public Health Department.

From
Joux A. Turner, MD,DPH,
Executive Health Officer
To
SaAPURII HorMass1 MisTrRY, Esq.

Sir,

I have the honour to mform you
that the Mumicipal Commissioner
under his No 16750 of 18th Sep-
tember 1913 had informed you that
no obstacles be put 1n the way of
nspection of your well by the staff
of four persous of the Malana De-
partment.

In spite of this you did not
allow the coolies to enter along
with the Malara Inspector on sub-
sequent visits, although you fixed
the time yourself. Asintimated by
you1n your letter, dated the 6th
mstant, the Malana Inspector and
his staff called at your place on
Saturday the 11th October last, at
8-35 am. (BT) when admission
was refused on the pretext that no
male member was at home

I regret to observe that you are
putting obstructions 1n the way of
therr mspection, and 1 hereby warn
you under 1nstructions from the
Municipal Commissioner that 1f
hereafter any such obstacles are
put 1n the way, I shall be compelled
to take legal stops 1n the matter.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

(Sd) Jomn A, TvrNER,
Exccutive Health Oflicer.

373, Lower Colaba,
Bombay, 24th October 1913
To

Dr Jon~ A. TorNner, MD ,DP H,
Executive Health Othcer,
Municipality of Bombay,
Bombay

Sir,

Iam 1n receipt of your letter
No 17477 of 1913-14 of yesterday’s
date.

The two 1inspections a week of
the well in question, held by the
Malana Department since 1lth
June 1913 are so held under a
special arrangement arrived at be-
tween me, the gentlemen of the
Sub-Committee appomted by the
Standing Commuttee upder therr
resolution of May last and the then
Muniecipal Commssioner, Mr Cadell,
who were present on the premises
on the above mentioned date, when
1t was arranged, sater alia that
I should give two inspections a
week to a Parsee Inspector who
was to be deputed for the purpose
Notwithstanding such  arrange-
ments, I avoided rasing any objec-
tion and allowed, formerly a Par-
see Inspector and a Mahomedan
Sub-Inspector and latterly a Hindoo
Inspector and the said Mahomedan
Sub-Inspector of the Malaria De-
partment to 1spect the well, and
such 1nspections, though critical,
have beep held without any dificulty
orlitch  You will thussee thatthe
letter of the Acting Mumcipal Com-
missioner to which you refer was
apparently written on misinforma-
tion *As regards the mcident of
the 11th nstant, {0 which mention
18 made 10 your letter under reply,
1t so happened that by my letter
of the 6th mstant to the Malana
Othcer, two 1mspections were as
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.

,usual c:ﬂ"ered, the first on Wednes-

day 8th October and the second on
Saturday the 11lth 1dem but the
Malaria Dept avoided taking any
mspection on the lst day, and on
the second day, my brother who
attends to the inspection was that
«morning ungvoidably called away
by social obligation, and no mspec-
tion could therefore bg allowed.
‘The Malana Dept. knows fully well,
that I am too dverse to leave my
well entiroly ta therr tender mer-
cies, and this 1s the only occason

. stnce 11th June, 1913 that an ad-

mission was refused by the ladies
'of the household 1 must here
'mentton that I take strong excep-
tion to the expression *pretext’
used 1n your lettery and add that
your threat of legal steps was abso-
lutely uncalled for,
I beg to reman,
.o Sir,
Yours truly,

(Sd)Smaruryr Hormasszi Mistry,

Seeing that nothing came out of the matter from the Acting

Municipal Commissioner’s letter to me, the Malaria Department

puts up the Executive Health Officer to take up cudgels against

me,

I had resolved not to enter into the arena with the Municipal

officials, and give them every opportunity of inspecting the wel
without a hitch, but I have found that I was mistaken, and in jus-
tice to myself I was obliged to send my reply of 24th October

1913 to Dr Turner, the Executive Health Officer.

This reply ‘of

mine had the satisfactory effect on the Bxecutive Health Officer,
and left me in peace for some time. |

No, 373, Colaba Road,
Bombay, 15th November 1913.

Tar Municiral CoMMISSIONER
For THE CirY oF BoMBaY,
' BoMBAY.
Re * Well 1n gremises No, 373,
Colaba Road.
Sir,

I have the honour to state that
during the mterval since my last
letter to you of the 23rd August
the inspections of the above well
were ofieresl and held on the fol-

]
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Jowing days when no mosquito
Jarvee were found in the well :—

Inspections. .
Offered.
August 25th
August 28th
September 24th
September 25th
September 29th
October 4th
October 8th
October 11th

Oectober 16th
October 25th
October 28th
October 29th
November 3rd
November 6th
November 10th
November 13th

Inspections.
Held,

August 28th
September 24th
September 25th

October 4th

Oectober 11th

Inspection could
not be given on
account, of so~
cial obhgations.
Oectober 16th
October 25th

November 6th
November 13th

Ibeg to state that I have for.
warded a copy of this letter to the
Special Assistant te the Health
Othcer, Malaria, for his record.

I have the honour to be,

Sir,

Your most obedient servant,
(Sd ) SmaruriT HorMasyr MISTRY.

0

873, Lower Colaba,
Bombay, 21st November 1913,

To

THE SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE
Hearzn OFFICER, MaLARIA

Sir,
Re

Bombay

Well in premises No, 373,

Coleba Road, ,

I beg to bring to your notice the
meident that took place at this
mornng's mspection of the above
well by Inspwetor Ginn,

No 20527 of 1913-1914.
Bombay, 2¢th November 1913,

Mumeipality of Bombay,
Public Health Department.
From
Joun A. TURNER, M D, D P H,
Executive Health Officer,
To
Suarursi Hormasst MisTry, Esq ,
873, Colaba Road
Sur, '

With reference to your letter
dated the 21st mnstant, I have the
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‘Whilst the mspection by Inspoc-
tor G and the Mahomeoan Sub-
lnspector was proceeding, & cooly
belonging to the Department en-
tered the premuses and approach-
ed the well unobserved m spite of
repeated protests that no more
than an Inspector and the Sub-
Inspector will be allowed admit-
tance.

You will therefore please issue
the necessary instructions and see
that such an mcident will not
recur

Yours faithfully,
Sd ) SEarUurI1 HorMasJY MISTRY,

honour to state that as explamned
by Dr Gimi on the spot, the Bigan
was a new hand and was not con-
versant with the routine of work
in your house,

With reference tc this subject,
I may draw your attention to Mu-
nicipal Commssioner’s No 16750 of
18th September 1913, n which you
were wmformed that 4 persons are
absolutely necessary for manipula-
tion, This order of the Municipal
Commnussioner 18 still bemg dis-
regarded and I would like to know
what you have to say on the subject.

I have the honour to be,
Sir, '
Your most obedient servant,

(8d) JouN A. TURNER,
Executive Health Officer.

373, Colaba Road.
Bombay, 2¢th November 1913.

To
Tug Exgcutivk HEALTH OFFICER,
Bombay Municipahty,
Bombay.

Sir,

1 have to acknowledge the re-
ceipt of your letter of the 25th 1n-
stant and although the explanation
given by Inspector Gum does not
appear to me to be plausible 1%
would serve my purpose 1if-my
putting the 1ncident on record wiil
put a stop to any recurrence of the
same

As regards the enquiry at the end
of your letter I would refer you to
the enclosed copy of my letter of
the 24th ultimo to Dr. John A.
Turner, Executive Health Ofhcer.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
(8d.) SuarurJsr HormMassr MISTRY.

This correspondence speaks for itself and requires no great

comment from e

When I complam about the mideeds of the

department, the old question of 4 persons 1s ‘raised again, although
1t was disposed of by my leiter of 24th October 1913,
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No. 744 of 25-5-1914
To
Tug SPRCIAL ASSISTANT TO THE
Heavra OFrFiceEr, MALARIA.
Sir,

Re. Well 1n p1emises No, 373,
Colaba Road.

The well could not be examin-
ed as the younger Mr Mistry
refused to let 1n my Sub-Inspector
Mr. Respicio, who was sent alone,
1 was going round with you that
morning, and you will remember
that I asked Mr. Respicio to go by
himself and be went there at 9-20
AM, ST. The time fixed was
between 8 and 8-30 A.M.,BT. Mr,
Respicio has examined the well by
himself before, and he was also
present within the appomted time,
and there was no excuse for the
party to refuse 1nspection,

{Sd.) A, 8. Berrivay,
Malana Inspector, A Ward.

———er e

No. 4861 of 1-€-14,

Copy forwarded to S. H,
Mistry for favour of remarks as to
the circumstances under which the
examination was refused, 1n view
of s letter of 218t May 1014,

(Sd) B. X. GoLpsvirs,
Ag. Executive Health Officer.

No. 873, Colaba Road,
Bombay, 4th June 1914,
From
Mr. SEaPURII HorMasII MisTry,
To *
TaE Acrive Executive Heartn
OFFICER,
Bombay Municipahty, Bombay.
Re. Well in premises No. 373,
Colaba Road
With reference to the Acting
Executive Health Officer’s endorse-
ment No M 4861 «f 1-6-1914 on
the report of the Malaria Inspector
No. 744 of 25-5-1914 Mr. Shapurp
Hormisp Mistry begs to inform
that the report 1m question 1s
devoid of any truth. The persons
attending and giving the inspec-
tions were waiting at the house till
10 o'clock ST ; but no person on
behalf of the Malana Department
appeared on the scene till that
hour. Inspection was subsequent-
Jy taken on the 27th ultimo but no
complaint was made at the time
about the refusal now put forward
i the report Mr. Shapurp Hor-
masjee Mistry begs to draw the
Ag. Executive Health Oficers
attention to the glarng incon-
sistency 1n the report in question
It 18 stated theremn that the Sub-
Inspector had called at the pre-
mises at 9-20 S.T. while the
appomtment given was 8 to 8-30
BT. Itis also stated inthe report
that the Sub-Inspector had at-
tended within the appomnted time,
but this 1s evidently not so as 8-30
BT. 18 equivalent to 9-9 ST.
whilst the Inspecter states that he
attended at 9-20 ST
Furthermore 1t 1s not correct
to state that the Sub-Inspector
Resprcio was allowed inspection
by himself when he attended alone

When Dr Turner is away from the scene, the Malaria De-
partment triesits hand with the Acting Executive Health Officer,
Dr. Goldsmith, and puts that officer m a false position, by a report

based on musstatements.

It is scandalous that such conduct should be tolerated m the

Munrcipality of the first ety in India.

It 15 enough to make a
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tax-payer feel that he is not living under the benign Biitish Rule,
but he 1s Iiving under some despotic yoke. [

XXVYL

Letter dated the 29th May 1915, from Mr. K. A.
Enti :—

« ] have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter* No.
1349, dated the 28th current, but I regret to have to state that I
shall not be able to attend the Meeting which is to be held on
Monday as I am gomg out of Bombay this evening. However, 1
shall take extremely kind of you 1if you will be good enough to “put
the accompanving ‘suggestions before the members of the Com-
mittee of the Corporation on that day.” :

Constructive Measures.

1 Those wells, waters of which are used for religious pur-
poses, must be kept open for reasons mentioned below :——

(a) In order that water may be properly used for religi-
ous pwposes, 1t must receive direct rays from the sun.

(v Before water becomes fit for religtous purposes, the
utensil requires to be thrice cleaned with it, that is to say,
three times water is* drawn from the well and poured out.
While continuing such a process the utensil or the rope. to
which 1t is tied should not touch anything whatever.

(¢) There should not be any partial or complete shadow
over the suiface of such water.

If however the Health Department is still bent upon sticking
to 1ts own policy, I should Iike to suggest the following procedure
to remove grounds of serious complaints :— .

(a) When examining water of any well, the owner of
the well should be given previous intimation, so that he may
if he likes be present on the spot.

(b) The inspection should take place in his presence, and
if he 1s prepared to fuinich his own materals for 1nspection, he
should be allowed to do so.

(¢) If malaria breeding larve are really found on vari-
ous mspections, the work of cleaning the well, and destroying
such larve, by stocking in fish or putting 1 ¢ertain chemi-
cals, should be at once taken up by the Health Department, if
the owner 15 prepared to pay for tl}ﬁ'e same.

®* I's wag an intimation to the effect that the adiourned Meeting of the
Malaria Committee would be held on Monday the 31st May 1915,
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(d) 1Ifafter repeated and Zona fide experimental trals,
no satisfactory result 1s arrived at, the owner should be re-
quested to cover his well with wire gause and be allowed to
put in a trap-door of a larger dimension and 1n case the well 1s
a large one he can be allowed to have more than one tia
door. But in no way, in the very first notice he should be
threatened to close his well with concrete, or any such
material,

If this procedure is followed I am sure all sorts of molestation
and ill feelings will be put an end to. It should be distinctly
understood that I do not mean to say anything in favour of wells,
water of which is entirely polluted and which stand no chance of
improvement, The sooner they are closed the better,”

XXVIL °

Extract from the Minutes of the sixth Meeting of the
Commiitee, held on the 31st May 1915 :—

“The following representatives of the signatories to the petition
to the Corporation, regarding the closing of wells and tanks in the
City were present by 1nvitation:—

Mzr. Shapurji H. Mistry.

Mr., Naranji Dayal.

Mr. Sunderrao D, Navalkar.
Mr. Haridas P. Kapadia,

Mr. Lakhmidas Raoji Tairsee.

Mr. Ranchordas Thackersi, who was given to undeistand that
he would be heard by the Committee 1f he attended a meeting, was
also present.

The following papers had been circulated to the Committee .~
(1) Memorandum from Mr. Dinanath Jagannathji.*

(2) A printed compilation of papers received from DMr.
Shapurji Hormusji Mistry.t

(3) Letter, dated the 30th April 1915, from Mr W. T. Halai,

A letter, dated the 29th May 1915, from Mr. K. A. Ents,

offering lus suggestions for constructive measures 1 connection
with wells, was placed before the Commuttee §

* Vide Paper marked XXIV,
t Vede Paper marked XXV,
1 Vide Paper marked XXVI,

\
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With reference to his papers questions were put to Mr. Shapurji
Hormusji Mistry which are noted below together with the answers
given by him :—— !

Mr. R. S Navallar:

Do you think that pre_avious intimation should be given to
the paity concerned when an inspection of a well is proposed to be
made ?

A. Yes. Itis natural to expect that previous intimation
should be given.

. You say you weie justified in refusing admission under
clause® (d) of Section 488 of the Municipal Act.

A. Yes. Whenever an appointment was made I never raised
any objection except under special circumstances when religious
ceremonies were actually being performed.

Q Were the religious ceremonies, on account of which you
would object to the place being entered 1into, being performed near
the well?

A. There is an Agiari close b); and no one can enter the
place when religious ceremonies are being performed.
. Q. TFor how long death ceremonies are performed after thg
death of a person?
A. For a month.

Q. What is your objection to the back door being used for
inspection purposes ?

A. 1 have fully dealt with that question in my papers.

Q. But from the papers L cannot find out your reasons for
refusing admussion by the back door. Isno one allowed to enter
by that door? '

4 Noone is allowed to enter by the back door except a
Parsee and when certain ceremonies are performed not even a
Parsee can enter. .

Q. Why do you desire that the number of persons who ,

should accompany the Malaria Officer for inspection purposes
should be limited 7 *

4. Thave explained that in my papers. When my well
was visited by the Commssioner I pointed out to him that if the
Mumerpality brought more men he (Mr. Mistry) would have to
keep more men to watch their work.

* Tiis clanse runs as follows :—

(d) due regard shall always be had, so far as may be compatible with the
exigencies of the purpose for which the entry 18 made, to the social and rel:-
gious usages of the occupants of the premises entered,
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Q. Do you take a search of the men .when they come to
inspect your well ¥ Have you any reason for suspicion ? '

A. T have my reasons for doubt. Every day we used to
inspect. the water of the well and nothing wrong was found. On
the day on which the Malaria Inspector found a larva the water
of the well had been examined previously as usual and nothing
had been found by us. How the larva came to be there I do not
know. It was just over the rim of the net. This roused my
suspicions.

Q. A post-card was addressed to you by the Malaria Depart-
ment mtimating that the afternoon of the 24th January 1913 had
been fixed for the inspection of your well. May I know to whom
and to what address your reply to that card was addressed ?

A. It was addressed to the Special Assistant to the Health
Officer, Malaria, No. 5 A, Hornby Road, Fort, Bombay.
Q. What have you to say about Dr. Gimi ?
.. Nothing beyond what I have stated in my papers.
.« Does he bear any malice to you ?
I cannot say that.

. Was he in the Malaria Department when your well was
visited in 1905 ?

A. No; he was not. .

The Chairman pointed out that the Malaiia campaign did
not exist in the year 1905. Action was proposed to be taken
with regard to the well in 1905 as 1t was alleged that the well was
situated within 20 feet of privies That had nothing to do with
the present Malaria campaign.

Oh oA

Q. Do you approve of Mr. Halar’s suggestion that if malaria
larvee are found in a well preventive measures should be taken at
first and that if the larva continued to breed notwithstanding, the
well should be closed ?

A, Yes.

Dr. Jehangir J. Cursetji:

Q You say that your well was first inspected in 1905 ?

A. My well was constructed in 1905. It was then coniend-
ed by the Municipality that as the well was situated within 20 feet
of privies and as its water was also filthy 1t should be filled 1n.
The Standing Commuttee,appointed a Sub-Commuttee to consider
the question and the Sub-Committee found that the Standing
Committee had been mis}ed by an 1nspector and by another gentle-
man. In the present case the Malaria Officer misled the Com-
missioner and the Standing Commuttee and I had to undergo all
this trouble.
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Q You say that numerous inspections have been made dur-
ing the last two years. In how many cases were Malaria lapve,
tound ? '

A Subsequent to the visit of the Sub-Committee in June
1913, nearly 100 inspections have been made and in none of them
was any larva found.

Q In the course of how many years these inspections were
made ? i

A. The Sub-Committee met on the 11th Juhe 1913, and so
it is now two years during which nearly 100 inspections have been
made and no larve have been found.

Q. What do you think of these inspections ?

A. I consider these frequent inspections to be a great hard-
ship.
Q Were Malaria larvae ever found in your well ?

A Yes, on one occasion only and then too only one larva
was found at the rim of the net.

Q@ Was the inspection made in your presence when the
larva was found ?

A. No. My brother was present at the time.

Q. Were any larve found during the course of other in-
spections?

A. No. Not to my knowledge.

Q. Atpage 10* of your compilation you state that “the com-
plaint from many of the witnesses in this enquiry is that anopheles
larve were said to have been found when their wells were inspect-
ed by the Officials of the Malaria Department by themselves, but
when the same wells were inspected in the presence of the owners,
the larvee were non-existent.’” Is that so?

A. Yes.
Mr. Cowasyi Jehangir:

Q. 1 think you mean to say that such a small well need not
be inspected by more than one man and that it should be visited ,
by a Parsee Inspector. , -

A. Yes, that was the arrangement settled with the Sub-
Committee. However I did not object to 1nspections being taken
by a Parseo Inspector and a Mahomedan Sub-Inspector and later
on by the Mahomedan Sub-Inspector and a Hindu Inspector. But
as soon as Mr. Cadell left Bombay the Acting Commissioner
appointed four men to inspect the well. 15 inspections were mada
by two men only. Subsequently 1 received a threatening letter
trom the Health Officer intunating that if any obstacles were put
in the way of inspecting the well he would be compelled to take
legal steps. To this letter I have sent a reply.

® This corresponds to page 102 of this Compilat on.
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Mr. D, E, Wacha

. Q. Do youmean to suggest that the larva which was found
in your well was put in there by some one ?

A. As I have told you the water of the well was examined
every morning. On the day on which the larva was found, 1t
was examined by us as usual and we did not find anything, The
Malaria Inspector then examined the water and he found the
larva, The implements which were used by the Inspector be-
longed to the Malaria Department. I then made my own im-
plements and examined the water every day and did not find any
larva.

As regards the hundred inspections of your well made
by the Malaria Department, do you know whether there are also
other wells near your house which have undergone as frequent
inspections week after week as your own well ?

A. Mine was a special case. An arrangement was made with
the Commissioner that I should allow two inspections a week for
some time and I agreed to it

Q. Then you have nothing to complain of so far -as these
inspections are concerned ?

A. No, but the previous arrangement was discontinued by
the Acting Commissioner, who wrote to me that out of the two
inspections one would be made on any day the Malaria Depart-
ment liked.

Dr. E. Moses:

Q. At pages 33* and 34* of the compilation of your papers
you have mentioned the dates of certain mspections, Do you know
whether these inspections were conducted by Dr Shroff or
Dr. Gimi ? .

A. Some by Dr. Shroff, some by Dr. Gun1 and sonme by
other Inspectors. I used to wnite after every inspection requesting
that I may be furnished with the result of each examination.

Mr. R, S, Navalkar:

Q. Do you think the Municipality 1s bound to communicate
the result of the examination to you ?

A. Yes. 1 think they should communicate the result on
the spot. |

Q. Are you in a position to give us an 1dea as to the amount
of money you have spent in connection with the correspondence,
&ec., with regard to this well ?

A, 1 cannot say exyctly but 1t goes to four figmes

- My, Cowaspe Jehangar :
Q. When was the first arrangement disturbed ?

* These correspond o pages 125 and 126 of this Compilation,
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A. After Mr Cadell had left Bombay.

Q. What are your present grievances ! !

A. What I want to say is that when after carrying on inc
spections for two years no malaria larvee have been found there is
no necessity for the inspection being continued.- At present
aithough the well is free from larvee if I fail to fix a day_for "the
bi-monthly inspection, 1 receive a letter intimating that the inspec-
tion will take place on such and such a day.

Q. Your grievance 1s that these two inspections a month are
too many ? ’

A. Yes, the inspections, although now reduced to two per
month, are yet too many. One 1nspection 1n three months should
be sufficient.

Q. How many Inspectors now visit your well for inspection ?

A Two. ’

Q. Have you any other grievance ? \

A. Yes. Irequire that the report should be furnished to me
on the spot, and it anything is found wrong I may be informed at
once. .

Q. Then your chief grievances are that the result of the
inspections is not given to you and that two inspections a month
are too many and that your opinion is that one inspection should
be made in three months. .

A. Yes.

The Commissioner : '

Q. Malana larve are said to have been found three times
in your well ?

*4. No. Only on one occasion a larva was found; at that
time my brother was present. .

Q. Do you think that the larva which was found was
brought from outside ?

A. Yes, that 18 the natural conclusion one would arrive at
under the circumstances.

Q. Do you not think that 1o avoid such dispute more than
one Inspector should be present at the time of examining the well
water?

" A7 No. I object to more than one Inspector examining the
water of the well. - '

Q. It was arranged with you that inspections should be car-
ried out twice a week ? ‘

- A, Yes,
Q Now the mspection is made twice a month ?
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4. Yes, but now when after so many inspections no larva
has been found is it fair to continue two mspections per month ?

Q. Did you say that the Health Officer wrote his letter of
-23rd October 1913 when I was away ?

A, Yes.

The Commissioner then informed the Committee that on 23rd
October 1913 he was in Bombay and was in charge of the office of
Municipal Commissioner.

Mr. Wacha :
Q. Why did you buy the implements for inspection purposes?
A. To avoid dispute as already explained.

Dr. Sullia :

Q. We want to know your suggestions as to the future poilcy
of the Corporation with regard to the closing of wells. Have you
anything to say further than what has been suggested by Mr Halai¢

A. If you like I shall write out my suggestions and send to
you.

Mr. Ranchordas Thackersey then addressed the meeting in
Gujarati. He submitted that he was the greatest sufferer on
account of this policy of closing wells. His whole family as well
as all the tenants, except one, of the property at Kalbadevi, opposite
Popatwadi, of which he was a trustee, used well water. He had
actually to employ at a monthly expenditure of about Rs. 100 a
carriage and horse for bringing water for drinking purposes from a
well near the High Court. Water from his own well drawn out
from a trap-door was now only fit for washing and bathing purposes
as it had deteriorated and become impotable since the well had been
covered at the instance of the Municipality. Owmg to the diffi-
culty of getting potable well water, the DBlarjadi Members of his
family who used well water only had to go out of Bombay. The,
Malaria Department complained of trap-doors bemg lett open.
Sometimes trap-doors had to be kept open to enable the tenants of
upper floors to draw water from, but if the Malaria staff but once
saw a trap-door open they sent a notice the next day to have the
well filled in. He had cisterns at the top of the house and when-
ever pipe water did not reach the cisterns before, he employed
Bhistis to fill them, but now their covers having been sealed 1t was
not possible to have them filled with water by Bhistis when pipe
water ran short in them. He had a property in New Hanuman
Lane ; there were 100 rooms in the house and 500 to 600 people
Lived there. On receiving a notice to close the well he mstructed
his men to cover the well leaving a trap-door ; 2 months later he
received another notice in which he was asked why the trap-door
had been provided. He was prosecuted and had to close the trap-
door. He knew of cases of wells having been filled up, although
they were more than 25 feet further away fiom drains and privies.
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In his opinion those who used well water should be allowed some
latitude. On an occasion of failure of pipe water he saw people
wandering about in search of owners of wells having the key of
the trap-doos which were kept locked. The Hindus had to bathe
after returning from funerals. Supposing they returned at about
10 oM. and there was no water in the taps, they would have to
remain without bathing and without food. They wanted that their
rehgious feelings should be respected.

Mr. Cowasji Jehangir:

Q Although there is a trap-door on your well still you can’t
take out water for diinking purposes ? -

A. When the well remains closed the water gets deteriorated
and becomes unfit for drinking purposes. We used to clean the
water of the well three times a year ; now that cannot be done
and we cannot drink the water.

Q. How big is your trap-door ?

A. About 15" in diameter.

Q. Why was the well not covered with wire-gauze ?
A. "It was first covered with wire gauze but sometimes the
Malaria people brought kaives with them and having cut the wire-

gauze showed us holes. It had therefore to be covered with
concrete,

Q. How many families are living in the house ? .
A Four, my family has to spend about Rs. 100 for getting

water from the well near the High Court. Others get their water
from elsewhere,

Q. Do all the tenants use well water ?

A. 'With the exception of the tenants of one room all use
well water.

Q. Were mc;squito larve found in your wells
A. Never.

.Q How do your wells compare with the wells outside
Bombay ? , '

A, Some of the wells I had to close were better than the
best wells in Kathiawad,

Q. How many times a week is your well inspected ?

4

A. Almost every day. Hardly an interval of two or three
days is allowed to pass.

Mr. D E. Wacha:

. Q? Do you suffer in your business by this policy of closing
wells ?
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,

A. Some of our servants who use only well water do not
come down to Bombay because wells have been closed.

Mr. Cowasji Jehangir:

Q. How many persons of your community use pipe water ?

A. Among the Bhattias out of 15,000 there are about 2,000
who use other than well water. Our women never use any but
well water and therefore suffer much.

Mr. Haridas P. Kapadia then addressed the meeting. He
stated that he had a well at premises No. 135, Khetwad:i Main
Road. Although it was 25 feet trom privies the Municipality
maintained that it was only 7 feet. It was first covered with

wooden planks then a summons was issued and it had to be
filled up.

The Commissioner :

Q. Was it not pointed out to you that the wooden cover
was not in a good condition?

A. Yes, but we told the authorities that we would repair it
in the way the Municipality would suggest.

Q. Was the water fit for dunking purposes?

A. No. It was used for washing.

Mr. Haridas P. Kapadia then referred toa well at No. 37,
‘Warden Road, and said that the well was covered at first with

planks then with concrete. No trap-door was allowed at first but
about 2 months ago a trap-door was allowed.

Mr. Cowasji Jehangir .
Q. Have you got any letter from the Municipality giving
sanction to the trap-door ?

. A. No. The sanction was given by the Malaria Officer
verbally. ‘

The Commissioner :

Q. The reason for not allowing a trap-door on the well was
that there was a hand-pump provided at the well. Was it so?

A. Yes. There is a pump but it is difficult to draw out
water by its means as the level of water goes down during hot
weather.

This concluded the evidence of witnesses, and they were
requested to withdraw.

It was then proposed by Mr. D. E. Wacha, seconded by Dr.
Nadirshaw H. E. Sukhia— .

That all the papers placed before the Committee and the
minutes of all the meetings of the Committee be piinted acd
crrculated to the members of the Committee.
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Amendment~-Proposed by Mr. Cowasji Jehangir—

That the members of the Committee be requested by.a cir-
cular to state whether all the papers placed before the Committee
and the minutes of all the meetings of the Committee should be
printed for circulation to members of the Committes,

The Amendment on being put to the vote was lost, there being
2 votes for and 3 against it. '

The original proposition was carried by 3 votes against 2.

The meeting then adjourned.

Pr.nted by E. G Pearson at the Times Press, Bombay 114015



