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PREFACE 
BY MAJOR-GENERAL SIR EDWARD NORTHEY, 

G.C.M.G •• C.B., ETC. 

Formerly GOfJernor and Commander-in-Chief of Kenya Colony, 
and Hu Majuty'1 High Comn!Usioner for Zanzibar 

ONLY a man thoroughly conversant with that 
vexed question, the racial, economic, and social 
problem of the Native races of South Mrica, 
should presume to write about it, or, at all 
events, should pretend to enlighten his fellow­
meA on a subject which almost invites mis-­
representation and misunderstanding. Fortu­
nately the author of this book is fully qualified 
to deal with his subject. Not only by life­
long residence in South Mrica and an intimate 
knowledge of the continent of Mrica, but by 
a close political association with this question 
is he -enabled to express views which are 
at once forcible and direct, and _well worthy 
of the attention of all who are officially or 
personally interested in the subject. Not 

. everybody will agree with his contentions and 
conclusions, but even those who criticize 
them will regard them with respect. 

The suggestion of territorial segregation, upon 
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South Africa 

which Col. Silburn's contribution to the subject 
is founded, opens up a wide field for discus­
sion. There may be more than one opinion.as 
to its practicability, which, indeed, could only 
be proved by the preliminary discussion and 
investigation .which it is to be hoped the 
publication of this book. will set afoot. The 
author, while firmly convinced of ·the efficacy 
of his remedy, wisely abstains from going 
into too ·.close detail as to the methods he 
would employ to carry it into effect. He 
lays down in broad outline proposals, the 
details of which could only be filled in 
and elaborated after careful investigation and 
research. Such investigation is not the func­
tion of the commentator and critic, however 
" constructive " he may be, but of those upon 
whose shoulders the responsibility lies for 
seeing that the Native races of South Mrica 
receive a "square deal-" for the future. No · 
one of unprejudiced mind ·can contend that 
they have had it in the past ; or, at least, 
if any illusions remain on that head, the 
perusal of this book should effectually remove 
them. What remains to be done is for those 
in authority· to devise and carry out some 
bold, sweeping, and yet effective project, which 
shall establish the right of the Native not only 
to live in the country he inhabits, but. to share 
in its progress and development according to 
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the full measure of his capacity. Hitherto 
this right has not been recognized. Colonel 
Silburn propounds what is probably the only 
means by which it ever will· be recognized 
to the satisfaction of the Native himself, and 
to the full benefit of the country, namely, by 
allowing the Native to develop along his own 
lines, and by- guiding him · into paths o£ 
progress which will not· cut across those of the 
White inhabitants. · 

It will, I feel confident, be found that a 
very large section of thinking men in Africa 
will welcome this attempt to solve ·a problem 
which bristles with so many difficulties. 
Between the Negrophiles and the Negrophilists 
of that country there is a numerically small, 
but intellectually important, section of Euro.;. 
peans holding a judicial view of the problem; 
Their ideal is to secure the purity · of both 
races, which under the existing regime is 
threatened in the many ways pointed out ·in 
the ensuing pages. These people honestly 
recognize that the progress of the Natives in 
education, in ambition, and in achievement is 
inevitable, and must be faced as a serious 
and important factor in the future develop­
ment of the country as a whole. They have 
not only the practical wisdom, but the fore­
sight and imagination to see that any attempt 
to stem the tide of progress by such artificial 
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means as repressive legislation must be futile, 
and will certainly end in disaster. The Black 
man in his millions cannot be kept under for 
ever ; is it not better, they argue, that he should 
be raised to a sense of his nationhood by proper 
means, and his energies and ambitions directed 
into the best channels, rather than be left, as he 
is now, a prey to the very worst elements of 
political and social unrest ? 

I am myself convinced that the direct con­
tact of the South Mrican Native with the 
so-called civilization of the Whites has, up to 
date, proved a· failure so- far as concerns the 
Native himself. It has not, at all events, yet 
produced any policy which could be remotely 
regarded as "settling the Native question.'' 
Territorial segregation, as advocated and out­
lined by Colonel Silburn, might achieve this. 
It certainly would remove the Native from 
the unhappy position in which he is to-day, as 

'the shuttlecock of political parties upon which 
he has no representation. It would achieve 
something even more important. It would 
preserve the purity of his race, and of our 
own, in a country where one. of the saddest 
evils would thereby be brought to an end. 

DUNSTER, 
• SoMERSET. 
August I, I9Z7; 

EDWARD NORTHEY. 
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