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FOREWORD 

The total extent of raVlne lands m India IS about 3 million hec
tares The problem of such lands 1s acute m •he States of Madhya 
Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, RaJasthm and GuJarat In addition con
Siderable area known as margmal lands 1s m a state of acute erosion 
which reqrures nnmed!ate attention If It IS to oe prevented from 
commg under ravmes The magmtude of the problem can be gauged 
when one knows that the rate of ravme formation IS of the order of 
3 000 acres per year m Madhya Pradesh alone These cntical areas 
need rmmediate handlmg not only for preventmg further formation 
of raVlnes but also for the reclamation of existing ravmes for useful 
productiOn The land reclazmed from the ravmes should be put to 
the use depending upon 1ts use capabihty It has been stressed m 
the sludy that deep ravmes should be put under forest I do hope 
that the recommendatiOns made m the study will be found useful 
by the State Governments concerned and Will receive Immediate 
atten\1on. 

December 1 1964 

M S THACKER 

Member l"'atural Re•ources) 

(i) 
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PREFACE 

The Cmmmttee on Natural Resources at 1ts second meetmg held 
on September 7, 1962 approved the study on 'Survey and Reclama 
bon of RaVlnes m Indla' The Coffimlttee felt that complete mfor
matlon was not avwlable about the extent of raVlne lands and the 
steps taken so far to recla1m them The mcrease of ravmes was 
addlng to the problem a11d 1t was therefore felt necessary that a 
study on the survey and reclamation of raVlnes for fru1tful utihsa
twn should be undertaken The scope of th1s stud~ was (1) to 
survey the occurrence and extent of such lands m varwus States of 
the country (u) to review the work that had already been done 
so far for reclamation and Improvement of the fertihty status of 
such rmpovenshed lands a11d (m) to suggest a comprehensive long
term plan of work m reclamat10n and utihsation of land and mea
sures to check further eroswn m agncultural land The study was 
entrusted to Shn K D Sharma Research Officer under the guidance 
of Seruor Spec1ahst (La11d Resources) 

The draft of the study was Circulated amongst the Directors of 
Agnculture Cmef Conservators of Forests and other Sml Conserva
tion Officers m States a11d the members of the Working Group on 
Sml Conservation m RIVer Valley ProJects a11d their Vlews a11d com
ments were mVlted The comments rece1ved were duly considered 
and mcorporated m a reVlSed study wmch was discussed at a meetmg 
m the Pl=g Comrmss1on held on the 23rd September 1964 The 
study has undergone further reVlSJOn m the hght of the comments 
made at that meetmg The study has reVlewed the methods and cost 
of reclamation wh1ch would differ from region to region dependmg 
upon the topography of the land and the sml cond1tlons It has been 
suggested that survey of these lands on the bas1s of aenal photo
graphs should be completed Wltmn five years The time hm1t for 
reclamation should not exceed fifteen years The rmmedtate 
measure that ts necessary 1s protection of the margmal agncultural 
land from commg under ravmes It has been recommended that, 
by a11d large the deep raVlnes should be put under forest 

The study has been conducted by a team of experts whose names 
are attached I express my thallks to the members of the study team 
for helpful cooperation m the preparation of this report 

December 1 1964 

( Ill) 

A B GUHA 
AdVlser (Resources) 
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