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INTRODUCTORY

The eleventh meeting of the Crops and Soils Wing pf the Board
Agriculture and Animal Husbandry in India was held .at Simla from
the 14th to the 20th June, 1956 under the Chairmanship of Shri M. S.
Randhawa, L.C.S., Vice-President, I.C.A.R. After the welcome speech
by Shri M. S. Randhawa, I1.CS., V. P, L.C.AR., Shri Ajit Prasad Jain,
Minister for Food and Agriculture, Govt. of India inaugurated the
session, On the first day the wing constituted itself into nine sepa-
rate Committees, one for each subject on the agenda, to frame appro-
private recommendations for the consideration of the Plenary Session
of the wing. The Plenary Session considered the recommendation of
the various Committees and passed a number of resolutions. The
meeting then terminated on the afternoon of the 20th June, 1956.
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AGENDA OF THE 11TH MEETING OF THE CROPS & SOILS
WING HELD IN JUNE 1956

(1) Use of Atomic energy in Agriculture.

2 Role of organic manures and chemical fertilisers in crop
: production and maintenance of soil fertility.

(3) Utility of rapid soil tests for evaluatmg soil productivity
and the use of fertilisers.

(4) A review of methods of reclamation of saline and alkaline
soils with special reference to— .
(a) agronomic practlces.
(b) soil amendments, -
(c) afforestation, and
(d) crop rotation,

(5) Value of ‘shelter belts’ and “wind breaks——
(a) in soil conservation and - t .
(b) in reducmg losses Jn fruit cultxvatxon.

(6) (a) Water requxrements of unportant fruit crops, and

(b) Different systems of irrigating fruit crops with a view
to economising on the use of irrigation water.

(7) The rationals of the policy oi large scale multiplication of
seedlings from open-pollinated, heterozygous seed parents
in perennial crops, and the posibility of establishing nuc-
leus plantations with -appropriate combinations by way of
selected male and female plants away from all possible
Cﬁntamxgdatxon from foreign pollen for the productlon of
elite se

{(8) Plant viruses with special reference to their nature,
: methods of transmission, the d1seases they cause and
methods of control. )

{9) Exploitation of Hybnd v1gour in 1mprovement of crop
. plants, fruits and vegetables.
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