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FCJRm!ORD 

The report of the Soils Conference, held 1n Puerto R1co from 
March 51 to April 8, 1950, under the jo1nt auspices of the Caribbean 
Comm1sS1on and the Agr1cultural Experiment Station of the Un1vers1ty of 
Puerto R1co, 1s not only of intrins1c value; it also has special SJ.f?)lifi
cance for the forthcom1ng West Ind1an Conference (Fourth Sess:~.on) in 
curacao 1n :November of this year, the theme of wh1ch is "The Agr1cultural 
Problema of the Car1bbean ta.rea". 

fl The Central Secretar1at of the Comm1ss1on takes th1s opportunity 
of express1ng 1ts warmest apprec1at1on of the collaborat1on of the terri• 
torial rovernments 1n present1ng the 9eta1led statements, 1ncluded in this 
publicat1on, of the ex1sting state of knowledge, problems and needs w:~.th 
respect to so1l science in the1r respect1ve terr:~.tories. 

The Caribbean Comm:~.ssion has assigned to the Secretar:~.at as one 
of :~.ts cont1nu1ng act1v1ties the preparation and publicat1on of bibliograph1es 
1n the various f:~.elc'ls of inquiry 'H1thJ..n its terms of reference. A 
comprehensive bibliography on soJ.l sc1ence 1s appended to this report, for 
the several territor1es. The Central Secretar1at acknowledges w1th apprec1at1on 
the collaboration of: Professor F. Haray, of the Imper:~.al College of Trop1cal 
~gr1culture, TrinH1a.d, who preps.red the bibliographies for 1nd1vJ.dual Br:1.t1sh 
terr1tories and for the independent republics, and 1nd1cated add1t1onal 
t1tles for Puerto R1co; the Department of A.gr1culture, Jama1ca; and 
Dr. J.A. Bonnet and Dr. M.A.. Lugo Lopez of the Agr1cultural Ex:per:unent Stat1on 
of the Univers1ty of Puerto R1co. The attent1on of 1nterested spec1al:~.sts 
is J..nVited to the b1bl1ography J.ncluded in the compan1on volume, Forest 
Research v7ithm the Car1]'bean Area, published by the Car:~.bbean Co:mm:~.ss1on 
in 1947, and to the pert1nent sect:~.ons of the bibl1ography included m the 
Year Book of Caribbean Res~~ch, 1949 Supplement. Part I, ~grJ.culture, For~try, 
W,P_and_ Wi)._d_±~, publ1shed by the Caribbean Comm1ssion 1n 1950. 
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IA.'WRE:NCE W. CRA:t-lER 
Secretary General 

Car:~.bbean Corom1ssion 



The Anglo-American Caribbean Commission was created by the Govern
ments of the United States and the United Kingdom on March 9, 1942, for 
the purpose of encouraging and strengthening social and economic co
operation between the United States of America and 1ts possessions and 
bases in the area known geograplu.cally and politically as the Caribbean, 
and the United Kingdom and the British Colonies 1n the same area, and 
to avo1d duplicat1on of research 1n these fields. On December 20, 1945, 
the follovnng J01nt communique was issued: "The Governments of France 
and of the Netherlands have accepted an invitat1on extended to them by 
the Governments of the United Kingdom and Un1ted States of Amer1ca to 
join the Anglo-American Caribbean Commiss1on. The name of the Commis
sion 'Wll.l be changed appropriately ••• n The Commiss1on is now known as. 
the Caribbean Commission. 

The Caribbean Research Council was established by the Comzuss1on 
in August, 1943, to survey needs, to determme what research has been 
done, to fac1litate research on a cooperative bas1s, and to arrange for 
the prompt disseml.llation of the results of research, all without limi
tat1on to the f1eld of inquiry. 

In pursuance of these objectives, a number or Research Committees 
has been appo1nted for various fields of research. 

~ 

The Central Secretariat of the Commission is located at Kent House, 
Port of Spain» Trinidad. The work of the Secretariat is d1V1ded into 
two main branches: admin1strative and research. The Research Branch, 
wh1ch 1ncludes a Statist1cal Unit, works in close cooperat1onwith the 
Car1bbean Research Council and its various Research Committees. 
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